
By nathaniaL tRipp

Our autumn season has an 
edge; there is a sense of 

loss along with the glorious 
colors and harvest bounty. It 
was quite the opposite, spring-
time, when I was fi rst redis-
covering Vermont, having just 
returned from Vietnam. 

I spent many solitary hours 
back then walking footpaths 
and abandoned roads in the 
hills around Killington, Bar-
nard, and  Pomfret. It was 
wonderful to be alive, a survi-
vor at last, and my skills with 
a compass and a topographic 
map were still freshly honed. 
But what I remember best 
today, aside from my own 
youthful energy, is the cellar 
holes, the stone walls running 
through wild woods, the aban-
doned settlements. They were 
trying to tell me something.

I encountered ghosts, fi gu-
ratively, who spoke of another 
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A BREED APARTA BREED APART
A historic horse breed is rare across the 
country and especially in New England

By

JUSTIN 

LAVELY

According to legend, travel-
ers from the west arrived in a 
small Kentucky town around 
the turn of the 20th century. In 

order to procure supplies for the remain-
der of their journey, they traded a prize 
colt. It didn’t take long for the colt’s new 
owners to appreciate the animal’s smooth 
ride, gentle nature, and strength. In order 
to preserve these characteristics, they pro-
duced Tobe, whose bloodline is now part 
of every Rocky Mountain Horse in the 
country.

The Rocky Mountain breed was named for 
the origin of the traded colt, but has been asso-
ciated almost exclusively with the Appalachian 
Mountains since.

Its smooth ride made it the horse of choice 
on the rugged foothills of the Appalachians. Its 
versatility became popular for Eastern farmers. It 
could pull plows or buggies, work cattle, or be 
ridden bareback by children. It tolerated harsh 
winters with relative ease. Above all else, the 
breed is best known for gentleness. 

“It’s the golden retriever of the horse world,” 
says Mike Hartong, owner of Cedar Grove Farm 
in Peacham, the only Rocky Mountain Horse 
breeding operation in New England.

Mike is a soft spoken man, but he has a deep 
connection with his animals. When he approaches 
their paddocks, the horses come to him. He says 
this is typical of the breed, but there is more to it 
than that. His experience with these animals dates 
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Mike Hartong, with 
his wife Kathy, 
own Cedar Grove 
Farm in Peacham, 
the only Rocky 
Mountain horse 
breeding operation 
in New england
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Several related news items that recently appeared within one week set me 
to thinking about time: our awareness of its passage; its relationship to 
our daily activities; and our perception about how quickly public works, 

services or governmental actions should be accomplished. These concepts 
of time vary from place to place, culture to culture, and generation to gen-
eration.

What started this train of thought was 
a New York Times article on August 15, 
2010 entitled, “Western Clocks, but Mid-
dle Eastern Time”. This article, highlight-
ing the difference between how Americans 
and other cultures view the passage of time, 
showed the impact this has on the differing 
views of the Afghan war, and our attempt 
to change (modernize) a tribal society about 
which we have almost no concept. That we 
should imagine that we can, or should, try 
to modernize a culture that is in large part 
illiterate -- and “governed” by customs and 
history handed down orally from generation 
to generation for a thousand years or more 
-- is patently arrogant. To believe that this 
could be done in just a few years is com-
pletely unrealistic.

A second news article about the stoning 
to death, the week of August 15, 2010, of an 
unmarried couple for adultery in a remote 
northern tribal area of Afghanistan, illus-
trated this concept so well. I realize that 
stoning is an accepted, though rarely used, 
form of punishment in very fundamental 
Islamic societies, including Saudi Arabia, 
Sudan, Somalia, Iran, Nigeria and Pakistan, 
but the reason behind this punishment for 
adultery -- to retain tribal purity and known 
parentage of children -- seems completely 
inconsistent with encouraging the forma-
tion of a nationally elected, democratic gov-
ernment in such a country. 

As a European, my awareness of my 
roots in a historic time continuum was 
strong when I came to this country. If any-
thing, it has become stronger over the 45 
years I have lived here. It was normal for 
me to feel connected to the past. It was 
normal to be surrounded by old build-
ings, ruins and roads from Roman times 
and ancient Celtic stone circles. Their for-
mer inhabitants seemed close at hand, part 
of me! I never gave much thought to the 
investment of generations of time to the 
building of the great Gothic cathedrals of 
England and France. I just accepted that it 
had taken three hundred years to complete 
them, never realizing that this could mean 
that six generations of a single family might 
have been involved in one building project! 
Probably, for laborers a much-needed job, 
but for the artisans, an act of faith, their gift 
to the future.

In studying local archival records I 
note that when St Johnsbury’s New Ave-
nue Hotel burned in 1898 it was rebuilt by 
1899. The same speed of rebuilding applied 
to 19th century fires in the Daniels Block 
on Railroad Street and the former Baptist 
Church (later the Christian Science Church) 
on Main Street. That particular rebuild-

ing project was remarkable. The church 
was destroyed by fire in March of 1882. 
Rebuilding began in May and was finished 
in December of that same year! Recent fire 
damage has taken much longer to rebuild. 
Despite the rapid pace of modern life and 
mechanized building methods, complicating 
factors such as insurance claims, police and 
arson investigations, have slowed the pro-
cess of rebuilding. That we, who are used 
to instant gratification, should tolerate this 
slow pace is an interesting anomaly.

The speed of modern interpersonal com-
munication increases with the multiplying 
electronic devices that can keep us con-
nected with each other, but at what depth? 
Brief messages, even more abbreviated lan-
guage, make contacts instant but superficial. 
The final news item addressed this point 
and its repercussions. 

The CEO of Google, in a recent inter-
view, regretted the loss of deep reading 
capacity among the programmers who work 
for Google.  He sounded almost guilty that 
his company, and others in the Internet 
business, seems to be degrading the way 
people read and communicate, destroying 
the ability to focus in depth on the details 
of a novel or non-fiction writings, as we flit 
from page to page. Maybe this is why so many 
American schoolchildren are finding reading 
a chore?

Learning to read is a skill that demands 
time and hard work at first, but one that leads 
to many gifts: joy, knowledge, inspiration and 
the ability to understand life in and around us. 
These are true survival skills for our civiliza-
tion and our species. We are on a time roller-
coaster that threatens our culture with a blur 
of superficial communication. Our personal 
time allotment is so insignificant in the big 
picture. Haste may deny us the joy of our own 
creativity, and that of others past and present. 
Maybe we need to take a lesson from other 
cultures, take the long view, and see our lives 
today as truly a miniscule part of the long 
continuum of history.

It’s About Time
By IsoBel P. swartz

The speed of modern 
interpersonal 
communication 
increases with the 
multiplying electronic 
devices that can keep 
us connected with 
each other, but at what 
depth?

David Matte
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THANK YOU
to everyone who supported us in our first year.

Hope to see you next year in May!
Located at the Woodside House  /  611 Rt. 2 East / Danville, VT

Dear North Star
I read with great delight (and a deep bow at the waist) Bill 

Amos’ “At Home in Japan”, as I, too have spent time in that 
incredible culture, although as an adult in more recent years. I 
found myself facinated at a young age with the Japanese, par-
ticularly with regard to their respect for self and others. This led 
me to take up the Japanese contemplative arts, including Kendo 
(sword) and Kyudo (archery) practice, thus I giggled know-
ingly when Mr.Amos shared his frustrations at same. It was, and 
remains a constant wonderment to me that I could have come 
far enough along to be an instructor of said arts, and invite your 
readers, and in particular Mr. Amos, to observe and perhaps join 
these classes via the Barnet Tradepost Wellness Center.

And to Mr. Amos, thank you for giving the North Star read-
ers a window into these activities, and we promise no one will 
be “knocked silly” by our bamboo staves, and we have sufficient 
class equipment that virtually anyone can “pull the string of our 
massive bows.” 

 We enjoy sharing the wisdoms of a calm mind and an open 
heart, which Kendo and Kyudo help develop.

Gratefully, 
LJ Stewart 

Dear North Star
You may have already noticed some activity at the Hill Street 

Park, which means fall is here and we are preparing for the 
upcoming ice skating season by improving the Hill Street Park 
grading to facilitate flooding of the ice rink this winter.  I would 
like to offer special thanks to Craig Vance who donated his time 
and excavating equipment, Matt Pettigrew for his electrical ser-
vices, Kevin Gadapee and crew members for thier time, Garren 
Calkins for donating top soil and Marty Beattie. Also, I would 
like to thank John O’leary for donating Christmas lights and sup-
plies as well as Mrs. JAcobs for both demonstrating patience and 
understanding during the park makeover. Finally, the ice skating 
rink has been made possible by neighborhoos generosity and we 
hope it will continue to gain popularity among all age groups.

Marc Joncas
Danville
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Letters from the Past
When writing was a necessity and an art 

By Lynn A. Bonfield

Chastina Walbridge 
described a lively 
Peacham village 

social life during the fall 
of 1847 in a letter writ-
ten to her younger sister, 
Sally, living “down coun-
try,” while working in 
the mills at Lowell, Mas-
sachusetts.  

At the time young women, 
like Chastina and Sally, had 
begun to earn wages away 
from the family and enjoyed 
some independence from the 
toil of farm work.  Chastina, 
born in 1830, had passed 
her teaching certificate and 
already worked a few terms 
in the neighboring towns.  
Sally, born in 1827, and 
not a scholar like her sister, 
chose to go to Lowell and 
earn money in the factories.  
There was some stigma sur-
rounding going to the mills as 
the work was dirty, the noise 
deafening, and families could 
not be assured that the girls 
were properly chaperoned.  
At least four Peacham girls 
went to Lowell about the 
same time as Sally. 

The 1850 census for Low-
ell enumerated more than 
thirty-three thousand people; 
a far cry from the fourteen 
hundred in Peacham.  Also, 
Lowell had more than ninety 
stores, while Peacham had 
three or four, so it is no won-
der that Chastina asked Sally 
to buy a scarf for her.  Chas-
tina quoted Miss Kittredge, 
the seamstress who was at the 
family farm.  Women of her 

vocation were called “visiting 
seamstresses,” as they lived 
with the family who hired 
them, sometimes as much as 
a week at a time.  

Sally worked almost a year 
at Lowell before returning to 
her family in Peacham, richer 
but in poor health.  She then 
began to be called “Sarah,” 
married a year later, and 
moved in 1855 to Minnesota 
with her husband and other 
successful returned California 
gold miners, raised four chil-
dren, and died at age eighty-two 
in 1909.     

The original of this letter and the 
photograph are preserved in a family 
collection.  Letters in this series are 
transcribed as written with no correc-
tions of spelling, punctuation, or capi-
talization.  Brackets indicate editor’s 
additions; ellipses indicate words pur-
posely left out of the transcription.

Peacham Monday 9 o’clock Eve. Oct 18th ‘47
 Dear Sis [Sally]
Having an opportunity to send you a line by P[almer] Blanchard. I thought perhaps it might be 

exceptable thus early after your departure from Peacham. We were glad to hear of your safe arrival 
at Lowell, & also of the prospect of your company, being so fortunate as to work so near together. 
I expect, you & Esther [Harvey] are rather green yet, in your weaving business. I want to know of 
your advancement. whether you are still considered as “raw hands,” or can do your work alone. 

As for any news, I fear you will be disappointed in that line. The present rage “Pareing bees” 
“apple pareings,” “apple bees,” and all such kind of things that are amusing & delightful to attend. 
last friday night I attended an “apple pareing” at Mr Franklin Varnums. We had a delightful time 
Such an assembly of fine young gentlemen are not to be met with every day. Such for instance as 
John S. Way, H. Varnum, J. Spencer, Mr Currier, C[arlos] Sampson, L[yman S.] Watts & all the 
young sprigs of nobility of the East of Peacham. It had such an effect upon my poor lips that I could 
scarcely speak the next day. Probably in consequence of eating sour apples & sweet, the mixture 
fermenting and producing the iritation upon the skin already– iritated by anticipation of the “after 
clap” of pareing apples. We pared about twelve bushels, about thirty there. That was the 5th. & to 
night Clarissa is out at Mr J. Clarks. Tomorrow evening Mark [Varnum] has a ball pareing bee, at S. 
Varnums, & two others I have heard of this week. Thus you see the young people have enough to 
employ themselves about evenings– 

 I think this will do about “bees” of any kind–Home news, & proceedings. Chapter 1st Grand-
mother [Olive Brown] is yet residing in our family. Although she is greatly afflicted with a bad cold. 
yet we find her a never failing fund of information, & we especially myself find it to be extremely 
interesting when I sit down to read a little in the evening. To hear a recital of the thrice told stories. 
Miss Kittredge [a seamstress] remains with us yet, but I expect she will get through yet this week. last 
week C[larissa, their younger sister] & myself finished the warp to the web. I spun twelve skeins My 
health is quite good now, on the improve. Today I have cut Clarissa’s calico dress, & tomorrow–“if 
I live”–I shall spin again. I get a lesson almost every day & recite to Miss Walbridge. I think I know 
almost as much as my teacher. Miss K. just cocked up her head in the bed, & said, “are you writing 
to Sally?[”] answer, yes. “give her my respects then, & tell her I expect when she walks in the streets, 
her head is strait forward, but her eyes every which way” Exit under the bed clothes. . . .

Mother makes out to get along with the work somehow there is music in it though. [Here Chas-
tina attempted to describe the wailing of her younger half-siblings] 1st voice cries wa. wa. wa. then 
answer dear little darlin. she is tired ene-most to death. ganmam ses---- ----wa. wa. is the answer. 
2nd voice ba.ba. Iky [Isaac, their younger half-brother] struck me. & mother shall take it pretty soon 
“wa, wa[”] is the answer 2nd voice baba Iky struck me. 3rd voice “wall. I did’nt nuthan she kicked 
me first, bo-bo-bo, so now.[”] We are getting along well with our work.

I suppose Esther will hear from home by the same male that this is sent by. Lyman [S. Watts, 
their younger step-brother] was at Mr Gillfillans to night Mrs. G said tell the girls we are all well. I 
should like to call and see you a few moments just for the notion of it.

 Sarah! have you heard from Boston yet? if so what is the news? I had a letter from A[lfred Rix, 
who is courting Chastina] he says he is going to write to you soon. I think of you & your affairs 
almost constantly. I dont know why it is, but I cant help it. tell me if any thing new happens, write 
on a bit of paper from the rest if directed to me–. If you have not written, write a line by Palmer, if 
you can. I dont know however as he will call but once if he does not I suppose you can’t.

Dont you want to go a shopping for me? if Palmer calls so as to make it convenient, I wish you 
would get me something to wear around my neck over cloak. I cant afford quite so expensive as 
the Gillfillian girls, but something of the kind, red if its fashionable, you may charge the same to my 
account & I will pay you, If you can get me something & send by him I shall be glad I dont suppose 
you can without he calls on you more than once 

My love to all the girls, Chastina 

[Written up the side of the left hand margin on the first page:]
I suppose all the family send their best wishes for your welfare. mind your health–keep a
watch over yourself–knowing that there are snares for the unsuspecting. It is almost eleven 

o’clock, I should review this to correct mistakes Good Night to you five [girls from Peacham]. 
Pleasant dreams to you all–day dreams as well as night is the wish of Chastina

[Written on back of envelope:]
Clarissa has just come in after 11 o’clock–been out to a bee

David Toll, M.D.

Pediatrics
1394 Main Street

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
(802) 748-2348

Chastina Walbridge, copy 
from one of the earliest 
Peacham daguerreotypes, 
ca. 1844.
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Amish Made
Furniture • Quilts • Toys 

Blankets & More
Special Order Catalogs Available

Featuring: 
Zutano

Elegant Baby 
Melissa & Doug
Children’s Books

stop by and see katie and leah at the corner of route 2 and Hill Street in Danville VT
802.684.9900 / NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

ALL
SUMMER
CLOTHING

25%
OFF

Danville Indian Clothing  /  Halloween Costumes by Melissa & Doug

Circulating Books on the Back Roads of Vermont
Eleanor Bonney Simons remembers her bookwagon days as regional librarian

BY SHARON LAKEY

“The one-room school in Stannard was a dark building,” 91-year-old Eleanor Bonney Simons (known as Bonney) remembers. “The windows were 
regular house windows, not the large ones you would see in typical schools at the time. I thought, ‘How horrible for these children to have to attend 
a school like this.’”

 As she entered the building, she noticed a man in the 
back of the room, kneeling there to help some child. When he 
stood up, he came forward with his hand out and introduced 
himself as Superintendent of Schools, John Holden. Later, he 
became Vermont’s Commissioner of Education.

According to Bonney, that event changed her attitude. “I 
understood that these children could be as well-served in a 
one-room school as any other. Like today, it all depends on 
the quality of instruction.” 

For young Eleanor Bonney, fresh out of Simmons Library 
School in 1941, moving to Vermont to become Regional 
Librarian in St. Johnsbury was like going back a century. 
“Pot-bellied stoves and a teacher who had to do everything 
— all eight grades in one room!” she exclaims, obviously still 
impressed with the diffi culty those brave teachers faced.

The Regional Library system came into existence as a 
response to the Great Depression, which had taken its toll 

on Vermont libraries. With fi nancial support reduced, a State 
Free Library Commission came up with a plan to set up a 
system of fi ve regions that would circulate books throughout 
the state, both to schools and public libraries. Bookwagons 
would deliver the books, consistently exchanging collections 
to get the most use out of each book. It was a brilliant plan 
that would serve Vermonters well. 

When she interviewed for the job in Montpelier in the 
spring of 1941, she remembers being asked, “Have you ever 
driven in snow?” 

“Once,” was her reply. She had just gotten her driver’s 
license. 

Mrs. Wells, the governor’s wife, and O.D. Mathewson, 
a prominent Lyndon Center educator and founder of Lyn-
don State College, who had sponsored the bill to set up the 
regional system, were on the board who interviewed Bonney. 
She remembers Mathewson saying during the interview, “the 

reason Vermonters get so much done is they have to get up 
before breakfast.” No doubt, that comment meant that if she 
got the job, it wasn’t going to be easy.

Young and unfazed, Bonney was hired and served in that 
position from 1941 to 1947. She moved to St. Johnsbury, 
fi nding an apartment down the street from the Athenaeum 
where the regional collection was housed on the upper fl oor. 
The Athenaeum librarian at that time was Cornelia Fairbanks, 
the last of the Fairbanks family in St. Johnsbury. “She was a 
very mild woman, polite,” remembers Bonney. “At the time, 
Cornelia still used record writing, even though she had a type-
writer.“  In school, Bonney had learned this type of writing, 
but she had also had a course in typing. “I think the Ath-
enaeum still has some of Cornelia’s cataloging cards.” 

It was the end of the depression when she started and 
before WWII, and she was lucky to have two local men who 
were employed by the WPA to go with her on those early 

Children loved to look for books on the large lazy susan in the bookwagon, above right. The Bookwagon parked in front of the Granby School in 1943.
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According to superstition, bad things 
happen in threes. Over the past 
couple of weeks, two well-known 

members of the community died suddenly 
and a third brave soul was seriously injured 
while serving his country in Afghanistan.

In light of these events, it’s hard to argue 
with the phrase.

First, on Sept. 19, we learned that Fran-

cis A. ‘Frenchie’ Guyer had died. Frenchie 
was a valued member of the Lyndonville 
community. He made his mark as a founder 
of Lyndonville boys’ baseball. He was an 
avid watcher of the Lyndon Institute Vi-
kings, especially when his son, Michael, 
and two grandsons, Adrian and Nick, were 
stars for the maroon and white. All three 
played against New Hampshire’s best in the 
Shrine Bowl. The press box at Robert K. 
Lewis Field bears Frenchie’s name. 

Frenchie worked at Fairbanks for 42 
years, before retiring in 1993. He was also 
an active member of the Vermont National 
Guard, where he served for 32 years.

His family name is held in high esteem 
throughout the Northeast Kingdom.

Next, we learned of the death of Franklin 
Hovey II on Sept. 20. Franklin worked with 
his father as a Realtor at Hovey Real Estate, 
Inc. and later as a director with Citizens 
Savings Bank and Union Bank. He was 
also a proud member of the St. Johnsbury 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 
Anyone who knew Franklin, which I did 
quite well, knew of his fl air for storytell-
ing. He spun yarns and entertained many 
from his perch at the Elks Club. He spent 
the majority of his life in St. Johnsbury 
and Danville, where he raised his family 
and cultivated many friendships. He was 
liked by many.

Happily, the third event appears 
headed toward a happy ending.

We heard of the serious injury to 
Patrick John McElroy, a 26-year old 
East Barnet soldier who was shot and 
wounded serving in Afghanistan. His 
mother, Alberta Colby recently learned 
that her son would be moved to Ger-
many and then to a hospital in Washing-
ton, D.C. “PJ” was two small children 
and a wife, Corrina, who many know 
from her part-time job at The Creamery. 
PJ’s mother says her son is a brave soul, 
who despite the family’s protests, wants 
to return to serving his country as soon 
as he can.

The region mourns the loss of Guyer 
and Hovey and is eternally grateful to 
brave young men like McElroy and wish 
him the best of luck.
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Prison break prompts repairs to St. Johnsbury jail, Fairbanks acquires 
controlling interest in P&O Railroad from New York company

October 3, 1879
Traits of the Shark – When 

all the blubber and fat has been 
removed from the carcass of the 
whale by the Trinidad fisher-
man, it is usually towed out, and 
allowed to drift with the current 
as bait for sharks, while large ca-
noes, filled somewhat in the style 
of whaleboats, follow it to har-
poon any of these fish that may 
come within range. Sharking is 
rather good sport in itself, and at 
the same time is very remunera-
tive, on account of the quality of 
oil that may be obtained from the 
liver. The shark is killed much 
the same way as the whale, being 
first harpooned and then lanced 
till it is exhausted after which 
its liver is cut out and placed 
in the boat. The liver is four or 
five feet long and a large one will 
give as much as 15 gallons of oil. 
Though sharks in these parts are 
numerous, yet accidents while 
bathing, or even when boats are 
swamped at sea, are rare; and 

they will not tough a human 
being, even when in the water 
alongside a whale that is cut up. 
Several instances are well authen-
ticated where persons have thus 
fallen among them and escaped 
without injury, the shark prefer-
ring the blubber of the whale to 
human flesh. No doubt if the per-
son immersed was wounded, so 
as to cause blood to flow, sharks 
would eat them as readily as the 
whale. When in great numbers, 
they will eat one of their own 
that has been severely wounded, 
and on such occasions, rush at 
the body so fiercely as to force it 
above the surface.

Fairbanks – There is a cur-
rent report that the Mesars Fair-
banks have bought of the New 
York Trust Company all their 
bonds and interest in the P&O 
Railroad, Vermont division. If 
so, this gives the Fairbanks a con-
trolling interest in the road.

Jail – Two prisoners were 
taken to the St. Johnsbury jail on 
a charge of stealing; their names 
have not been learned. The three 
prisoners who recently broke jail 
have been traced to Canada, but 
have not been recaptured. The 
jail is now undergoing repairs, to 
prevent, if possible, the escape of 
any more prisoners.

Fall of the Leaf – If ever, in 
autumn a pensiveness falls upon 
us as the leaves drift by in their 
fading, may we not wisely look 
up in hope to their mighty monu-
ments. Behold how fair, how far 
prolonged in arch and aisle, the 
avenues of the valleys, the fringes 
of the bills. So stately — so eter-

nal; the joy of man, the comfort 
of all living creatures, the glory 
of the earth — they are but the 
monuments of those poor leaves 
that flint faintly past us to die. 
Let them not pass without our 
understanding their last counsel 
and example; that we also, care-
less of monument by the grave, 
may build it in the world — a 
monument by which men may be 
taught to remember, not where 
we died, but where we lived.

Lockjaw – Henry Smith, of 
Fairlee, dies of lockjaw last week 
Saturday. He had one finger 
and a thumb cut off with a saw 
a few days previous, and was not 
aware but the wounds were doing 
well until Thursday evening last, 
when he complained of soreness 
in the throat and mouth. Friday 
morning his jaws were set, and 
he was soon after attacked by 
spasms, which followed at short 
intervals until Saturday when he 
died.

Passumpsic – Harry Hedge-
cock of Passumpsic, formerly of 
Danville, went to Newport to see 
“Pinafore.” When he went to get 
on the train to come home, he 
stepped off the trestle on which 
the cars stood and landed in 
Lake Memphremagog in 30 feet 
of water. He got out safely, and 
received $10 in damages from the 
road authorities.

Pump Mill – One of the 
grinders in the pump mill at Pas-
sumpsic, weighing about 1,000 
pounds, exploded last week Fri-
day night, scattering in all direc-
tions. One piece of about 250 
pounds was blown through the 

roof into the river. Only three 
men were at work at the time. All 
escaped injury. Damage was esti-
mated at $200.

October 10, 1879
Electricity – A Lafayette, In-

diana, man accidentally made a 
most singular discovery respect-
ing the electrical influence of 
the ordinary morning glory 
vines. Seated near the lattice 
work, over which the vine was 
trained, his attention was at-
tracted to a single branch tipped 
with a growing line extend-
ing straight out from the rest, 
and speculated within himself 
whether the tiny hair with which 
the stem was clothed were not 
placed there for the purpose of 
conducting the electric fluid of 
the atmosphere of this plant. In 
order to continue his investiga-
tions, he approached his finger 
within a half inch of it, and was 
amazed to observe a slight, al-
most imperceptible motion of the 
stem. As he pushed his finger a lit-
tle nearer, the stem trembled very 
visibly, and was seemingly attracted 
and repelled from him. The hairs 
he noticed before did not move, 
but remained erect. There was 
no wind at the time, and the mo-
tion was purely an induced one. 
After this interesting experiment, 
he placed his finger within short 
distance of the growing bed and 
slowly moved it in a singular direc-
tion. The stem followed the mo-
tion until it was bent in the form 
of a letter C, and when his finger 
was withdrawn instantly regained 
the former straight position. The 

last experiment was witnessed by 
several persons, all of which tried 
it with varying success.

October 17, 1879
Walker Trial – The trial of 

George B. Walker on the question 
of confiscation of liquor seized at 
the St. Johnsbury House during 
the late raid was had on Wednes-
day before Justice Walter P. Smith, 
and the decision was reserved.

Granite Company – The 
friends of Mr. John W. Bailey, 
formerly of this town,  and whose 
factory and other property were de-
stroyed by fire at Hardwick some 
over a year ago, will be pleased to 
learn he is doing a very prosperous 
business at Hardwick in the granite 
trade. He commenced with other 
parties in this business about a 
year ago, and now they employ ten 
men in the various departments of 
their shops, with a prospect that 
the force will soon to be signifi-
cantly increased. Their sales have 
amounted to $10,000 since last 
March, and the orders comprise 
monuments, headstones, and 
curbing. The company has put 
into Danville a nice lot of curbing 
for Mr. Guy Douglas, which is very 
finely finished, and needs only to 
be seen to be admired. This com-
pany does first class work, keeping 
only the best workmen, and fur-
nish work in their line at a price 
that cannot fail to satisfy all who 
favor them with orders. Parties de-
siring anything in the granite line 
will find it much to their advantage 
to look over the Hardwick com-
pany’s works and samples before 
ordering elsewhere.
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Circulating Books on the Back Roads of Vermont
Eleanor Bonney Simons remembers her bookwagon days as regional librarian

By shaRon Lakey

“The one-room school in Stannard was a dark building,” 91-year-old Eleanor Bonney Simons (known as Bonney) remembers. “The windows were 
regular house windows, not the large ones you would see in typical schools at the time. I thought, ‘How horrible for these children to have to attend 
a school like this.’”

 As she entered the building, she noticed a man in the 
back of the room, kneeling there to help some child. When he 
stood up, he came forward with his hand out and introduced 
himself as Superintendent of Schools, John Holden. Later, he 
became Vermont’s Commissioner of Education.

According to Bonney, that event changed her attitude. “I 
understood that these children could be as well-served in a 
one-room school as any other. Like today, it all depends on 
the quality of instruction.” 

For young Eleanor Bonney, fresh out of Simmons Library 
School in 1941, moving to Vermont to become Regional 
Librarian in St. Johnsbury was like going back a century. 
“Pot-bellied stoves and a teacher who had to do everything 
— all eight grades in one room!” she exclaims, obviously still 
impressed with the diffi culty those brave teachers faced.

The Regional Library system came into existence as a 
response to the Great Depression, which had taken its toll 

on Vermont libraries. With fi nancial support reduced, a State 
Free Library Commission came up with a plan to set up a 
system of fi ve regions that would circulate books throughout 
the state, both to schools and public libraries. Bookwagons 
would deliver the books, consistently exchanging collections 
to get the most use out of each book. It was a brilliant plan 
that would serve Vermonters well. 

When she interviewed for the job in Montpelier in the 
spring of 1941, she remembers being asked, “Have you ever 
driven in snow?” 

“Once,” was her reply. She had just gotten her driver’s 
license. 

Mrs. Wells, the governor’s wife, and O.D. Mathewson, 
a prominent Lyndon Center educator and founder of Lyn-
don State College, who had sponsored the bill to set up the 
regional system, were on the board who interviewed Bonney. 
She remembers Mathewson saying during the interview, “the 

reason Vermonters get so much done is they have to get up 
before breakfast.” No doubt, that comment meant that if she 
got the job, it wasn’t going to be easy.

Young and unfazed, Bonney was hired and served in that 
position from 1941 to 1947. She moved to St. Johnsbury, 
fi nding an apartment down the street from the Athenaeum 
where the regional collection was housed on the upper fl oor. 
The Athenaeum librarian at that time was Cornelia Fairbanks, 
the last of the Fairbanks family in St. Johnsbury. “She was a 
very mild woman, polite,” remembers Bonney. “At the time, 
Cornelia still used record writing, even though she had a type-
writer.“  In school, Bonney had learned this type of writing, 
but she had also had a course in typing. “I think the Ath-
enaeum still has some of Cornelia’s cataloging cards.” 

It was the end of the depression when she started and 
before WWII, and she was lucky to have two local men who 
were employed by the WPA to go with her on those early 

Children loved to look for books on the large lazy susan in the bookwagon, above right. The Bookwagon parked in front of the Granby School in 1943.
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trips as drivers. They were Fran-
cis Mayo from St. Johnsbury and 
Lee Blanchard from Groton. The 
bookwagon team was set up with a 
new Plymouth, a small panel truck 
that had a big lazy Susan shelf in the 
back that held 600 books. “We’d 
go out about 15 days a month. 
The rest would be working on the 
collection back at the library,” said 
Bonney. 

Lunch was on the road in the 
bookwagon. Bonney ate from a 
metal lunch pail that her landlady 
packed for her. “The state paid on-
the-road costs,” said Bonney, “50 
cents for breakfast.” Bonney and 
her drivers visited 53 towns, which 
included towns in Essex, Orleans, 
Caledonia, Orange and Washing-
ton counties.

Most of the driving was on 
dirt roads. “No matter what the 
weather, if we planned to go out, 
we went,” she said. Of course, 
there were times when they bogged 
down, either in snow or mud. She 
remembers “burying it where Steve 
Parker now lives on the Old North 
Church road to Tampico one Sep-
tember. An old man came with 
his horse. Mr. Blanchard pushed 
from behind, and the man asked, 
‘Can you team it?’ I guessed that 
meant ‘Can you drive it?’ I nodded 
and slipped behind the wheel to 
help guide the car out of the mud.” 
There were many such events on 
the back roads of her routes.

She fondly remembers her 
WPA men. “Mr. Mayo was an avid 
reader, and I relied on him heav-
ily.” People would gather around 
the books in the wagon and pepper 
her with questions about the titles. 
“I hadn’t read most of them, but 
Mr. Mayo would help me through. 
A customer wanted to know if the 
book they were taking out was any 
good, and he had read most of 
them.”

“Mr. Blanchard loved it when 
we went to Groton. He used to 
own a store there. He would go into 
the school and announce, ‘I bet I 
can name every family represented 
here just by looking at your faces.’ 
And he would do it; the kids would 

be so pleased.” She also remembers 
that as they drove along the roads, 
he would count and announce how 
many head of cattle were in each 
field along the way.

Her drivers helped her through 
that first year, but when war was 
declared in 1942, the WPA was 
disbanded. There were plenty of 
good paying jobs to be had in sup-
port of the war effort. Not only 
did her WPA men disappear, but 

so did many teachers. “They were 
making a pittance as teachers but 
could go out and work in factories 
and make good money.”  With her 
drivers gone, Bonney went it alone 
or with Isabelle Sargent, a St. John-
sbury girl that graduated from the 
Academy. “We had to cut back on 
some of the runs because of the gas 

coupons,” she said. 
She most enjoyed going to the 

schools. “If a teacher was orga-
nized and creative, the kids had 
a good education.” As a sterling 
example, she mentioned Dorothy 
Stanton, who taught at the Tam-
pico in North Danville. “The thing 
I noticed most about her room was 
that every time I came, the chairs 
were often put in a different setting. 
There was a feeling that the stu-
dents were always busy, involved 
in some project they were working 
on.”

There were schools that were 
not so fortunate, particularly during 
the war years when some schools 
were led by substitutes due to the 
teacher shortage. She remembers 
driving into one one-room school-
yard and seeing a boy jumping out 
the window. The substitute there 
told her, “These kids can’t read; 
they just stumble along.” The worse 
such story she remembers was when 
a Superintendent came to visit one 
school, sitting among the students 
to participate in the lesson. “You 
don’t need to expect anything,” said 
the substitute. “I’m just keeping the 
door open.” The teacher shortage 
was the turning point for the numer-
ous one- and two-room schools as 
consolidation became more promi-
nent.

“I liked going to schools the 
most, because of the interaction,” 
said Bonney. “When I went to pub-
lic libraries, it was mostly to help 
with book classification and weed-
ing.” A librarian weeds a collection 
when there are too many books on 
the shelves, but weeding may or may 
not be seen as a good thing by the 
local librarian. “I went to the Barton 
library to weed. It was a nice build-
ing, but books were piled high, even 
stacked on the windowsills. I don’t 
know how many boxes were filled 
that day from the collection as I 
worked my way through it. I heard 
later that the librarian came in the 
next morning, sat at the desk and 
cried all day. I don’t know if she put 

them all back on the shelves or not.”
“Sometimes I was asked to 

go to individual houses to deliver 
books, and I would do that, too. I 
remember Mr. Miller in East Top-
sham, who ran the famous Miller’s 
store there. He wanted books about 
the Phillipines, because that was 
where his son was located in the 
war. A customer came in the door 
and asked if he served coffee. ‘Hell, 
no,’ Miller responded. ‘I don’t deal 
in antiques.’ There was no coffee, 
because of the war,” Bonney said in 
explanation.       

When the war ended, Bonney 
was in for a life change, too. Before 
the war she had been introduced 
to a young fireman when he came 
to douse a fire in the Athenaeum 
chimney. Evidently, another type 
of fire had been lit at the same time. 
When he returned from the war, he 
returned to his job at the fire station 
and began to find ways to engage 
the beautiful Bonney in conversa-
tion. One day, he sauntered by to 
ask if she had any good books to 
read. “Oh, can you read?” was her 
reply.

They were married in 1947, and 
she quit her fulltime job as Regional 
Librarian. “He wanted me to,” she 
said. “It would have been a poor 
reflection on him if I had to work. 
Those were just the values of the 
times.” He went on to become St. 
Johnsbury’s fire chief for ten years; 
Bonney worked part time for the 
new Regional Libarian, Mary Stew-
art and her assistant, Les Smith, who 
would become the well-known area 
bookmobile man.

Michael Roche, our present 
Regional Librarian, shared the fol-
lowing interesting statistics about 
Eleanor Bonney Simons’ last year 
on the job: the St. Johnsbury book-
wagon travelled 14,385 miles on 136 
working days, averaging 105 miles a 
day, rain or shine. She delivered to 
over 100 schools, 58 public libraries, 
35 individual stops, 20 stations and 
14 private homes for a total of 1,153 
stops.

Julian Butler, a friend of Bonney, came along for a ride in 
1943 and got more than he bargained for. It looks like he 
is enjoying himself, though.

After her marriage, Bonney worked parttime for the 
Regional Library. Here she is with Leslie Smith and Mary 
Stewart, the new librarian. The library was housed on the 
top floor of the St. Johnsbury Athenaeum.

Francis Mayo and Lee Blanchard, the first two men that 
worked for Bonney on the first bookwagon through the 
WPA program. Francis was a voriacious reader and Lee 
enjoyed his trips out to his home in Groton.
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Several related news items that recently appeared within one week set me 
to thinking about time: our awareness of its passage; its relationship to 
our daily activities; and our perception about how quickly public works, 

services or governmental actions should be accomplished. These concepts 
of time vary from place to place, culture to culture, and generation to gen-
eration.

What started this train of thought was 
a New York Times article on August 15, 
2010 entitled, “Western Clocks, but Mid-
dle Eastern Time”. This article, highlight-
ing the difference between how Americans 
and other cultures view the passage of time, 
showed the impact this has on the differing 
views of the Afghan war, and our attempt 
to change (modernize) a tribal society about 
which we have almost no concept. That we 
should imagine that we can, or should, try 
to modernize a culture that is in large part 
illiterate -- and “governed” by customs and 
history handed down orally from generation 
to generation for a thousand years or more 
-- is patently arrogant. To believe that this 
could be done in just a few years is com-
pletely unrealistic.

A second news article about the stoning 
to death, the week of August 15, 2010, of an 
unmarried couple for adultery in a remote 
northern tribal area of Afghanistan, illus-
trated this concept so well. I realize that 
stoning is an accepted, though rarely used, 
form of punishment in very fundamental 
Islamic societies, including Saudi Arabia, 
Sudan, Somalia, Iran, Nigeria and Pakistan, 
but the reason behind this punishment for 
adultery -- to retain tribal purity and known 
parentage of children -- seems completely 
inconsistent with encouraging the forma-
tion of a nationally elected, democratic gov-
ernment in such a country. 

As a European, my awareness of my 
roots in a historic time continuum was 
strong when I came to this country. If any-
thing, it has become stronger over the 45 
years I have lived here. It was normal for 
me to feel connected to the past. It was 
normal to be surrounded by old build-
ings, ruins and roads from Roman times 
and ancient Celtic stone circles. Their for-
mer inhabitants seemed close at hand, part 
of me! I never gave much thought to the 
investment of generations of time to the 
building of the great Gothic cathedrals of 
England and France. I just accepted that it 
had taken three hundred years to complete 
them, never realizing that this could mean 
that six generations of a single family might 
have been involved in one building project! 
Probably, for laborers a much-needed job, 
but for the artisans, an act of faith, their gift 
to the future.

In studying local archival records I 
note that when St Johnsbury’s New Ave-
nue Hotel burned in 1898 it was rebuilt by 
1899. The same speed of rebuilding applied 
to 19th century fires in the Daniels Block 
on Railroad Street and the former Baptist 
Church (later the Christian Science Church) 
on Main Street. That particular rebuild-

ing project was remarkable. The church 
was destroyed by fire in March of 1882. 
Rebuilding began in May and was finished 
in December of that same year! Recent fire 
damage has taken much longer to rebuild. 
Despite the rapid pace of modern life and 
mechanized building methods, complicating 
factors such as insurance claims, police and 
arson investigations, have slowed the pro-
cess of rebuilding. That we, who are used 
to instant gratification, should tolerate this 
slow pace is an interesting anomaly.

The speed of modern interpersonal com-
munication increases with the multiplying 
electronic devices that can keep us con-
nected with each other, but at what depth? 
Brief messages, even more abbreviated lan-
guage, make contacts instant but superficial. 
The final news item addressed this point 
and its repercussions. 

The CEO of Google, in a recent inter-
view, regretted the loss of deep reading 
capacity among the programmers who work 
for Google.  He sounded almost guilty that 
his company, and others in the Internet 
business, seems to be degrading the way 
people read and communicate, destroying 
the ability to focus in depth on the details 
of a novel or non-fiction writings, as we flit 
from page to page. Maybe this is why so many 
American schoolchildren are finding reading 
a chore?

Learning to read is a skill that demands 
time and hard work at first, but one that leads 
to many gifts: joy, knowledge, inspiration and 
the ability to understand life in and around us. 
These are true survival skills for our civiliza-
tion and our species. We are on a time roller-
coaster that threatens our culture with a blur 
of superficial communication. Our personal 
time allotment is so insignificant in the big 
picture. Haste may deny us the joy of our own 
creativity, and that of others past and present. 
Maybe we need to take a lesson from other 
cultures, take the long view, and see our lives 
today as truly a miniscule part of the long 
continuum of history.

It’s About Time
By Isobel P. Swartz

The speed of modern 
interpersonal 
communication 
increases with the 
multiplying electronic 
devices that can keep 
us connected with 
each other, but at what 
depth?

David Matte
FIC
P.O. Box 88
Danville, VT 05828
802.684.3371

Deb Wallens-Matte
FIC, LUTCF
P.O. Box 88
Danville, VT 05828
802.684.3371

info@northstarmonthly.com
e-mail

ABBI’S

THANK YOU
to everyone who supported us in our first year.

Hope to see you next year in May!
Located at the Woodside House  /  611 Rt. 2 East / Danville, VT

Dear North Star
I read with great delight (and a deep bow at the waist) Bill 

Amos’ “At Home in Japan”, as I, too have spent time in that 
incredible culture, although as an adult in more recent years. I 
found myself facinated at a young age with the Japanese, par-
ticularly with regard to their respect for self and others. This led 
me to take up the Japanese contemplative arts, including Kendo 
(sword) and Kyudo (archery) practice, thus I giggled know-
ingly when Mr.Amos shared his frustrations at same. It was, and 
remains a constant wonderment to me that I could have come 
far enough along to be an instructor of said arts, and invite your 
readers, and in particular Mr. Amos, to observe and perhaps join 
these classes via the Barnet Tradepost Wellness Center.

And to Mr. Amos, thank you for giving the North Star read-
ers a window into these activities, and we promise no one will 
be “knocked silly” by our bamboo staves, and we have sufficient 
class equipment that virtually anyone can “pull the string of our 
massive bows.” 

 We enjoy sharing the wisdoms of a calm mind and an open 
heart, which Kendo and Kyudo help develop.

Gratefully, 
LJ Stewart 

Dear North Star
You may have already noticed some activity at the Hill Street 

Park, which means fall is here and we are preparing for the 
upcoming ice skating season by improving the Hill Street Park 
grading to facilitate flooding of the ice rink this winter. I would 
like to offer special thanks to Craig Vance who donated his time 
and excavating equipment, Matt Pettigrew for his electrical ser-
vices, Kevin Gadapee and crew members for their time, Garren 
Calkins for donating top soil and Marty Beattie. Also, I would 
like to thank John O’leary for donating Christmas lights and sup-
plies as well as Mrs. Jacobs for both demonstrating patience and 
understanding during the park makeover. Finally, the ice skating 
rink has been made possible by neighborhood generosity and we 
hope it will continue to gain popularity among all age groups.

Marc Joncas
Danville

 FROM our readers
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A n t i q u e s
Old Friends Shop
35 South Main St., Hardwick. Vermont 05836.
Antiques and collectibles, women’s upscale clothing, Hawaiian shirts, linens, 
vintage games and toys, jewelry, art, books, pottery and lots of housewares. 
Plus, our backroom bargain bonanza! Open Monday through Friday 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Cobwebs & Collectibles 
Lawrence & Kathleen Simpson
I-91, Exit 23, US 5 South and 2.5 miles from US 5 on the South 
Wheelock Road. 
(802) 626-9778
Antiques, furniture, books, collectibles, glass, tools. Selling and buying.  
We’d love for you to stop in and see us while you’re out viewing the awe-
some fall colors of Vermont. 15% off storewide through Oct. 9. Thursday 
through Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. or by chance.

Saranac Street Antiques
141 Main Street, Littleton, New Hampshire 03561
(603) 444-4888
We have filled Littleton’s historic Masonic Temple with the North 
Country’s largest selection of fine antique furniture. We also feature 
jewelry linens, White Mountain art, china and pottery from some of 
the area’s best known dealers. Open Wed.-Sun. at 10 a.m., Mon.-Tues. 
by chance. 

Antiques & Emporium
182 South Wheelock Road, Lyndonville, Vermont 05851
(802) 626-3500
Our large bright shop is loaded with antiques, glassware, jewelry, furniture, clocks, 
paintings and prints, collectibles, hand made rugs and much, much more. We 
have something for everyone, and there is ample parking. 
Open Daily 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Closed Tuesdays.  Always buying ~ especially gold, 
silver and costume jewelry.

Route 5 Antiques & Collectibles
US Route 5, Lyndonville, Vermont 05851
(802) 626-5430, pamwayne@myfairpoint.net
A multi-dealer shop with  antiques and merchandise arriving each week. Featuring 
coins, clocks, furniture, oil lamps and most anything else you might be searching 
for. Buying one item or a complete household. Always buying U.S. coins. Ample 
parking. Open Daily 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.  Closed Tuesdays.

RTD Antiques & Collectibles
37 Depot Street, Lyndonville, Vermont 05851
(802) 626-3465
Proprietors Blaine and Aryn Holloway. A multi-dealer shop containing everything from 
A-Z.  If you need it (or even if you don’t) we probably have it! Country and primitive 
decor, linens, tools, furniture, glassware, Native American items, sterling silver, costume 
jewelry and vintage clothing & books. Hours are Wednesday - Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and Sunday 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. We are located right in the heart of Lyndonville on 
Route 5 ~ come see us.

International artist David 
Prentice to exhibit at Catamount
A New York artist with an inter-

national reputation who liter-
ally shares his love of the Northeast 
Kingdom countryside with the 
entire world will have a special gal-
lery exhibit this October at Cata-
mount Arts.

David Prentice, who lives in 
New York City and owns art gal-
leries in Japan, but who also spends 
time each year here in Vermont, 
will mount an exhibit called “Paint-
ings and Prints” from October 
8 through November 4 at Cata-
mount’s community art center on 
Eastern Avenue in St. Johnsbury.

A special artist’s reception 
honoring Prentice and his work 
will be held from 5:00 pm – 7:00 
pm Friday, October 8.  The recep-
tion is free and open to the public.  
Refreshments will be served.

Prentice spent much of his early 
career as a painter of abstracts and 
as a muralist.  Then, approximately 
20 years ago, he developed a love of 
nature and began to focus all of his 
work on photographing and paint-
ing scenes from the real world.

He was born in Hartford, Con-
necticut, and studied at the Art 
School of the University of Hart-
ford from 1962-1964.  

It during this time that he 
developed an interest in modern 
and abstract painting and became 
a studio assistant to some of the 
most famous American artists of 
that movement, including Jasper 
Johns, Robert Motherwell, Helen 
Frankenthaler, Alexander Lieber-
man and Malcolm Morley.

During the 1960’s, Prentice 
was also associated with Lyrical 
Abstraction and the Park Place 
Gallery in New York City.

Throughout his career his has 
been a part of more than 15 major 
shows at well known galleries 
throughout the U.S. and the World, 
including Dusseldorf, Germany, 
Philadelphia, Paris, Los Angeles, 
Fujiyoshida, Japan, Sapporo, Japan, 
Portofino, Italy, and at several gal-
leries and museums in New York 
City. He has also exhibited as part 
of the prestigious Annual Show 
at the Whitney Museum in New 
York.

In addition to being a part of 
these major exhibits, he has also had 
more than 25 One Person Shows 
in the United States and Japan. The 
exhibit at Catamount will be his first 
One Person Show in Vermont.

Prentice’s works have also 

become a permanent part of the 
collections of several galleries, muse-
ums and corporations, including 
The Museum of Modern Art in 
New York City, Yale University, 
New York University, The Wad-
sworth Atheneum in Hartford, the 
Rhom Hass Corporation in Phila-
delphia and the National Museum 
of American Arts in the Smithson-
ian Institution, Washington, D.C.

With all of these galleries and 
museums he has shared his love 
of the Vermont country side and 
especially the lakes, mountains and 
country roads of the Northeast 
Kingdom. His work, which empha-
sizes the tranquility and spiritual side 
of the Kingdom’s rural nature, is 
especially popular in Japan, where 
Prentice owns galleries in Tokyo 
and Kyoto.  

The exhibit at Catamount will 
feature many of the photos, prints 
and paintings that Prentice has done 
of the local area.

Prentice has dedicated his 
exhibit at Catamount to his friend 
Dennis Michaud.

For more information on Pren-
tice’s exhibit at Catamount, and 
other upcoming events, please visit 
www.catamountarts.org.

Internationally known artist David Prentice will share 
his love of the Northeast Kingdom this October when he 
presents a one-person show at Catamount Arts.  Shown 
here is “Willoughby Meditation,” Prentice’s signature work 
for the exhibit.

The North Danville Baptist Church 
(ABC)

Worship Service 9:30 a.m.
Children’s Lesson 9:35 a.m.

Sunday School 9:40 a.m.
Fellowship & Refreshments 10:20 a.m.

Pastor: The Rev. Bob Sargent
“Accessible to the physically and spiritually challenged.”

  
Peacham Library

Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday and Saturday

10 a.m. - Noon

Tuesday and Thursday
1 - 7 p.m.
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PLOW IT!
with...

SPREAD IT!

THE BOSS GIVES YOU:
High-Performance Power-V Cutting Edge.
Double the wear resistance of conventional cutting edges.
SmartHitch® 2. Still the industry’s simplest, fastest, easiest attachment system.
SmartShield®. Baked-on powder-coat paint finish with exclusive zinc primer provides
superior corrosion protection.
SmartLight™ 2. Dual burn (both high and low beam bulbs lit on high beam setting),
saddle bracket attachment system that provides vise like mounting that stay adjusted, and
intregrated turn signals. Projects light wider and farther than any other plow light system
on the market.
SmartTouch® 2 Controls. Responsive and easy to use with more mounting options than
any other.
High-Performance Hydraulics. No other hydraulic package is faster or more reliable.

Two-Year Factory-Backed Limited Warranty.

SOUTH MAIN AUTO SALES & SERVICE
Trusted Auto Repair for Over 18 Years. “Let us earn your trust.”

448 Main Street • St. Johnsbury, VT
802-748-3219 • 802-748-9694

Authorized Briggs & Stratton Small Engine Repair 
southmain1@charter.net   www.southmainsalesandservice.com 

with...

Air Flo Stainless Steel
Air Flo V Box Spreaders
6 1/2 ft with either 10.5 HP Briggs or Dual Electric Motors for your extended
cab short box HD Pick Up 

8 ft with either a 10.5 HP Briggs or Dual Electric Motors.for your long box ex-
tended cab HD Pick Either Fixed Long Chute or Swing away short chute

All include top screen, chute, in cab controller, tie downs and battery (only
for gasoline powered models)

Installation available. A few 8 ft or 9 ft Hold overs in stock for
extra special pre season savings...while supplies last.

Great TimeTo Buy!

A mix of 
spirituality 
and precision

By Justin Lavely

In a day and age when speed and efficiency reign supreme, 
Rabbi Kevin Hale belongs to a fraternity of holy men who 
have devoted their lives to reproducing an ancient docu-

ment using techniques that date back thousands of years.

During a monthly visit to Beth 
El Synagogue in St. Johnsbury, 
the visiting rabbi took time to talk 
about his training as a torah scribe. 
Often colorfully decorated and 
embroidered, a torah contains the 
first five books of the Bible writ-
ten in ornate Hebrew calligraphy. 
The document is used for religious 
services and is the focal point of 
any synagogue. They have been 
copied by hand for thousands of 
years. Even the materials are the 
same; the parchment for a Torah 
is made from the dried skins of 
kosher animals. Consisting of 
304,805 letters, the scroll must be 
copied with no errors. The pro-
cess takes about a year, according 
to Hale. If a scroll becomes illeg-
ible due to damage or wear, they 
are repaired by trained scribes, a 
task the visiting Rabbi has experi-
ence in.

The changing landscape of lit-
erature is not lost on Hale. “Now-
adays religious texts can be studied 
on an iPod, cell phone, but there 
is something holy about reading a 
hand written scroll,” he explains.

Literature and history is of 
significant interest to Hale, who 
attended Yale University and 
majored in classics. He was a 
craftsman and toymaker before 
enrolling in the Reconstructionist 
Rabbinical College, where he was 
ordained in 1997. His says his time 
as a toymaker gave him an affinity 
for working with his hands. While 
in rabbinical school, he retained 
this passion. He was also struck 
by the lack of torah scribes in the 

United States. He was fortunate 
to be accepted on as a student of 
Rabbi Dr. Eric z’l, with whom he 
studied and worked for four years 
until his death. “Dr. Ray,” a mas-
ter scribe, who could identify and 
write 2,000 distinct torah Hebrew 
scripts, was a world renowned 
authority on torah scrolls. He was 
instrumental in the restoration of 
many of the Westminster Scrolls, 
the cache of 1,500 Czech torah 
scrolls that were stolen by the 
Nazis and recovered in the 1960s. 

They are often referred to as 
holocaust torahs.

Persecution has been an 
unfortunate piece of Hale’s fam-
ily history. He is a direct descen-
dant of Sephardic Jews who fled 
Barcelona in the early stages of 
the Spanish Inquisition, after a 
massacre which took place in the 
summer of 1391, a century before 
Ferdinand and Isabel issued their 
famous edict forcing Jews to 
undergo conversion to Catholi-
cism. Hale’s ancestors eventually 
settled in Germany where, once 
again, persecution would shape 
their destiny. His parents barely 
escaped from Nazi Germany in 
1939. They met for the first time 
in New York after the war. Rabbi 
Hale was born and brought up on 
Long Island.

Since 2002, Hale has worked 
primarily as a scribe, restoring 
torahs for congregations near and 
far. He also serves as the part-time 
Jewish Chaplain the Veteran’s 
Administration Medical Center in 
Leeds, Mass, where he lives. 

Rabbi Kevin Hale displays a torah at the Beth El Synagogue in St. Johnsbury.

*

Shop for auto rates at your convenience!  
Visit kinneypike.com for a FREE Instant Auto Rate Comparison.

Call Kinney Pike Insurance 
 at 802.748.1010  

for a free coverage 
analysis for your home.

Protecting families and businesses 
in the Northeast for over 100 years 

Kinney Pike Insurance
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A General Surgery 
Practice Focusing on 
Minimally Invasive 
Surgery
• breast cancer
• skin cancer
• hernia repairs
• gall bladder
• thyroid and para-thyroid
• upper and lower endoscopy
• ano-rectal disease
• abdominal surgery
• trauma surgery
We accept VT & NH insurances

Terry L. Larsen, DO
FULL TIME GENERAL SURGEON AT NVRH

HOSPITAL DRIVE, ST. JOHNSBURY | 802 748-7382 | WWW.NVRH.ORG | 

We treat you like family.

NVRH Welcomes

 EDUCATION

Kansas City University 
of Medicine and 
BioSciences

 RESIDENCY

University of 
Nebraska Medical 
Center

NVRH Specialty 
Clinics, 3rd Floor
Now Accepting 
Referrals at 
802 748-7382

 N.E.K.’s Full-Service Bicycle & Outdoor Store

SantaCruzbicycles.com

(802) 626-3215
Route 114
East Burke, Vermont

OPEN
7 DAYS
A WEEK

Check out the fall beauty on Kingdom Trails

Check out the new           and            clothing!
Authorized                   Dealer

Personal, Quality Service On All Makes & Models Of Bikes

When a passing car, 
out for batt ing 
practice, murdered 

our old mailbox post, I put 
up a haywire rig made of cop-
per tubing, reinforced with 
a cutoff broomstick. It did 
its job for a few years. Then 
road salt ate away the hinge 
on one side of the mailbox 
door. I couldn’t patch that. 
The whole kit and caboodle 
went to the dump; I bought 
a new mailbox and a post for 
a hundred bucks.

At the hardware super-
store, my wife and I spent 
15 minutes scrut inizing 
offerings. I’m all thumbs, 
so we picked out a fully 
assembled fancy mailbox. It 
said the Postmaster General 
approved it. If the general 
liked it, it was OK with me.

Every post they had 
demanded I put it together. 
I chose one in a carton that 
boasted it “assembles in 
minutes” and “fits all stan-
dard mailboxes.” 

The carton held a black 
aluminum pillar, a plastic 
bag with parts, identical top 
and bottom aluminum plates 
and illustrated instructions 
in three languages, none 
of which were the writer’s 
native tongue. The instruc-
tions said small plastic cyl-
inders in the parts bag were 
spacers, to stop the fasten-
ers from crushing the hollow 
columns while assembling. 

I was to hold the spac-
ers with one hand, inside the 
columns, lined up with holes 
on either side and the corre-
sponding holes in the plates, 

Going Postal
Green Cheese with Peter Dannenberg

while threading each bolt 
through both sides of plate, 
column, and spacer. There 
was a lip on each spacer to 
grip it, while I held it held 
inside the narrow column, 
but the tiny lip was for elfin 
hands. By clamping the lip 
with pliers, I held it in place, 
more or less. I dropped each 
of the four spacers down its 
column six or seven times. 

When I put a plate on top 
and reached for a nut and a 
bolt, the spacer and the holes 
separated. I shouted for my 
wife and got a flashlight, so 
she could check alignments 
and thread bolts, while I held 
the pieces in place.

The plates had bent sides 
with six additional pairs of 
holes. These were to attach 
the mailbox to the top plate. 
The bent sides blocked 
access to the other holes. 

We used an extra long 
screwdriver to poke through 
each side hole in turn, try-
ing to reach the column. 
The holes in the bent sides 
of the plate did not line up 
with the holes in the column. 
The inside spaces between 
the bent sides and the col-
umn were too small for even 
a short screwdriver. There 
was no way to turn the bolts. 
It was late evening; hardware 
stores were shut.

Finally, I found an old 
screwdriver with its tip at 
a right angle to its shaft. It 
was slow, clumsy and lubed 
by caustic comments, but it 
worked. 

After thrusting bolts over, 
under, and to either side of 

each spacer for two hours, 
we got everything fastened. 
I became suspicious of 
“assembles in minutes.” 

At last, we took the mail-
box out of its carton. It had 
four holes on its bottom to 
attach it to a post. The six 
pairs of holes on our post’s 
plate were on the sides. 
There was no way to bolt the 
mailbox to the post.

However, there were two 
holes in the bottom of the 
post’s plate. They were far 
away from the four holes 
in the mailbox. The best 
we could do was to put one 
mailbox hole over one hole 
in the plate. The result was 
an off-center mailbox that 
twirled around its single bolt.

“We’ll have to drill a cou-
ple of holes in the bottom of 
the mailbox,” I sounded off. 
We got an electric drill and 
used the plate’s bottom holes 
as a stencil, to mark the base 
of the mailbox. The mailbox 

was made of super secret 
military steel that repulsed 
drills, even after pounding 
starter dents into its ridged 
bottom with a nail. 

“I’ll have to pound the 
nail all the way through and 
then ream out the holes to 
make them bigger,” I mused. 
The mailbox was almost as 
resistant to hammer and 
nail as to drill bits, but not 
quite. Aided by more color-
ful language, when I banged 
my thumb, two starter holes 
slowly appeared in the sheet 
steel. I painstakingly enlarged 
them by swirling the nail 
around at an angle while the 
clock ticked. 

We checked the new 
holes.  They were large 
enough, but one of them was 
just a little too far off to one 
side. I became a blacksmith 
again and pounded a third 
hole in the right spot. We 
sealed the extra hole with 
duct tape from the inside, to 

cover its jagged ridge. The 
heads of the bolts covered 
the other new holes.

Now everything lined up, 
though using only two bolts 
made the mailbox a bit wob-
bly. The mailbox instructions 
informed us it must “acco-
madate” (sic) access and 
recited USPS “requirments” 
(sic).   Hundreds of minutes 
had gone by. Judging our 
work with bleary eyes, we 
decided the Postmaster Gen-
eral would approve, when he 
galloped through town on 
his inspection tour.

The next day, digging a 
hole and setting the assem-
bled structure in concrete 
went off with a few more 
hitches and several more 
hours. The mailbox manual 
says we should coat it with 
high quality car wax to keep 
it shiny. I’m prowling the 
Internet for a wax that goes 
on in minutes and repels 
baseball bats.

 

         Last  
      Chance 

Fruit Tree Sale & 
Apple Tasting 

 

Saturday, October 2  &  
Sunday, October 3 

 

10 a.m.– 5 p.m. 
 

Choose from 100+ varieties of 
apple trees, many available to 

taste before you buy. 
 

Locally grown.  Organic. 
Heritage varieties. Cold hardy. 

 

Walden Heights 
Nursery & Orchard 

 

120 VT Route 215  Walden 
802.563.3012 

waldenheightsnursery.com 

Annual Fall Foliage 

HAM SUPPER

BARNET CENTER, VT
 Presbyterian Retreat Center

633-2242  For Reservations 
to benefit several non-profits

Friday, October 1
Starting at 4 PM 

Ham, Baked Potato, Squash
Beets, Coleslaw, Breads & Dessert
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SUPPLIES

Peter Hopkins
13 Raymond Street
Lyndonville, VT
05851

Phone (802) 626-5555
Night (802) 626-8042

Northern Counties Health Care, Inc. – Area Flu Vaccine Clinics

Seasonal Flu Clinics Open to the Public – Caledonia Home Health & Hospice, Inc.  
(802) 748-8116 OR (800) 924-8116

Medicare and Medicaid Accepted – Please bring your cards (ADULTS ONLY)

Town Date Time Location

West Burke 10/6/2010 10:00-12:00 pm West Burke Meal Site
Lyndonville 10/7/2010 1:00-3:00 pm Riverside Life Enrichment Center
Lyndonville 10/8/2010 1:00-3:00 pm Riverside Life Enrichment Center

Peacham 10/12/2010 2:00-3:30 pm Peacham Elementary School
Hardwick 10/12/2010 9:00-11:30 am Knights of Columbus Hall

Lyndonville 10/15/2010 8:30-12:00pm Darling Inn
Concord 10/1/2010 8:30-11:00 am Concord Health Center
Gilman 10/1/2010 11:30am-1:00 pm Gilman Senior Center

*Special Note:  Caledonia Home Health & Hospice, as well as all Northern Counties Health 
Care locations will have High Dose Fluzone vaccine for people age 65 and older.

Northern Counties Health Care, Inc. Clinics 
ESTABLISHED PATIENTS ONLY – ALL AGES - Call for an appointment on these days

Location Date Time

Danville Health Center
684-2275

Thu, Oct 7 8:30-12:30 p.m.
Tue, Oct 12 1:30-4:30 p.m.
Thu, Oct 14 8:30-12:30 p.m.
Thu, Oct 14 1:30-3:00 p.m.
Mon, Oct 18 8:30-12:30 p.m.

Caledonia Internal Medicine 
748-5174

Mon, Oct 11 1:30-4:30 p.m.
Fri, Oct 15 1:30-4:30 p.m.

Mon, Oct 18 All day
Fri, Nov 12 All day

St. Johnsbury Family Health Center 
748-5041

Thu, Oct 14 8:15-11:30 a.m.
Thu, Nov 11 8:15-11:30 a.m.
Thu, Dec 9 8:15-11:30 a.m.

Island Pond Health Center 
723-4300

Tuesdays starting Oct 5 9:00-11:00 a.m.

Thursdays starting Oct 7 2:00-4:00 p.m.

Hardwick Area Health Center 
472-3300

Tue, Oct 12 9:00-11:00 a.m.
Wed, Oct 27 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Tue, Nov 9 9:00-11:00 a.m.

Tue, Nov 16 1:30-3:30 p.m.

Concord Health Center 
695-2512 Fri, Oct. 1

8:30-11:00 a.m.
Appointment not 

needed

Our Mission is to enhance the quality of life of individuals and families by providing, 
compassionate, accessible and affordable patient-centered health services.

Additional information is available by dialing 211 or at www.vermont211.org or www.cdc.gov 
or www.healthvermont.gov or www.nchc.vt.org

Pink Flamingo 
Quality  Consignment Clothing

All Genders • All Sizes
Now accepting fall & winter consignments

37 Pleasant St., Lyndonville
Call for more info.: 802-626-6001
Hours: Mon-Fri 9-5 • Saturday 9-2

Behind 
Daizy Daize 
Flower Shop

In beautiful downtown East Burke where 
it’s always sunny and 70°.

Mon.-Thu. 8-6 • Fri. 8-7 • Sat. 9-5 • Sun. 9-1 or by appointment

www.chucksflooring.com

Chuck’s Flooring and Tile
For Emergencies you dial 911

For All Your Flooring & Tile Needs Dial:
802-626-9011

Easy to Remember... 911 with a 0!

Downsizing with the Downses
By John Downs

We are in the process 
of moving from our 
eight-room, 2,100 

square foot home on Lyndon’s 
Vail Hill to a three-room, 900 
square foot apartment in a 
retirement community in Shel-
burne. At my age of 90, with 
a serious balance problem, 
and Virginia’s age of 85, it is 
time to move, while we are 
still healthy enough, to a place 
where the living is easier. This 
apartment is much smaller than 
we would like, but it was the 
only one available. Perhaps we 
can move to a larger one later.

It will be painful to leave 
the many good friends we 
have here in Lyndon and St. 
Johnsbury. If it were not for 
the fact that Burlington has 
its own cultural attractions, we 
would sorely miss the concerts 
and events regularly scheduled 
here at Catamount and Lyndon 
State College.

I have tried to make all 

of us feel better by assuring 
friends that if they will invite 
us over for an occasional week-
end, we will see more of them 
than we do now.

The Lodge at Shelburne 
Bay provides an ideal environ-
ment for retirees. Breakfast 
and dinner are provided every 
day, giving Virginia a much-
deserved vacation after cook-
ing for me for 56 years. It has 
an exercise room with several 
machines, and a small swim-
ming pool. The Lodge is close 
to Burlington, and the largest 
office of my old law firm will 
be only five miles away. We 
lived in Burlington twenty-
five years ago for seven years, 
and have friends with whom 
it will be a pleasure to get re-
acquainted.

In order to make this move, 
we are compelled to give away, 
sell, or abandon much of our 
furniture, books, paintings, 
dishes, and silverware, some of 
which we spent more than 25 

years accumulating. It is very 
difficult choosing from among 
them to make certain that our 
new home will be comfortably 
furnished.

This is the most difficult 
domestic task we have ever 
undertaken. We have made 
four earlier moves of all of 
our household goods during 
our marriage, but they were 
relatively simple because we 
had plenty of room in every 
home. As I write this, we have 
finished about half of the deci-
sions needed for the move. At 
the moment it seems like it will 
take a small miracle for every-
thing to work out satisfactorily.

Unfortunately, Virginia and 
I are victims, so to speak, of 
the migration movement that 
has developed in this country 
in recent years, particularly in 
Vermont. Many young people, 
after completing their edu-
cation, move away and seek 
employment in states (some-
times in countries) with better 

opportunities. This is what our 
four children did.

The only child of close 
friends in Wheelock – a daugh-
ter -- lives in England. The 
only son of Sutton friends lives 
in Utah. Friends in Burlington 
have to live with the reality 
that one of their two sons lives 
in Thailand and the other in 
Argentina. We old folks are too 
often left on our own to work 
things out.

But we have been very for-
tunate. Our children are most 
supportive. Peter, who lives in 
New York City, came up for 
a long weekend. As a student 
he had worked moving freight 
and was able to start our move, 
most wisely marking articles 
and moving them so as to 
make the work of the ultimate 
mover much easier.

Our daughter, Margaret, 
and husband Henry, will also 
be here for a weekend and 
their help will be invaluable 
in sorting and moving books, 
pictures, and paintings. Tom, 
a busy Washington lawyer, 
laments that the move comes 
at a most inconvenient time for 
him professionally. He will be 
unable to come up, but would 
gladly contribute to any mov-
ing costs. 

Fortunately, the most 
important thing we have 
learned is that many of the 
books, and much of the accu-
mulation of files and papers, 
can be disposed of painlessly. 
My test is easy: have I read a 
book or used an item within 

three years? If not, is it some-
thing someone else would want 
to read or use? If not, it goes to 
the recycling bin. 

Over the years I was active 
in politics, and had a busy law 
practice for over 40 years. We 
traveled extensively and accu-
mulated a tremendous amount 
of paper mementoes. Surpris-
ingly, we have found that most 
of that material is now unim-
portant, and is of little interest 
to us as well as others. This 
makes throwing materials away 
easier and less time-consuming 
as we review them.

Virginia has enjoyed brows-
ing through many Vermont 
Life magazines that published 
her articles over the years. She 
was delighted to learn that 
Shelburne Bay has a Great 
Books program like the one 
we joined in St. Johnsbury 50 
years ago. 

The biggest and most 
important part of our move is 
to dispose of our collection of 
approximately 500 books and 
make them available to what-
ever institution might make a 
home for them. We are invit-
ing Lyndon State College, Lyn-
don Institute, St. Johnsbury 
Academy, Cobleigh Library 
and St. Johnsbury Athenaeum 
to examine the collection and 
take what they can use. A year 
ago we gave 260 books about 
Russia and nuclear arms to 
Lyndon State College for its 
Russian Institute. We hope 
that our remaining books will 
be similarly useful.
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Woodsville, NH
20 Central Street

603-747-3202 
Lyndonville, VT
Exit 23 Off I-91 • Rt. 5

802-626-3273
Newport, VT
103 Coventry Street

802-334-5616

www.modernfurniturevt.com

Modern Furniture
& Mattress Shops

Mon-Thurs 
8:30-5
Fri 8:30-6
Sat 8:30-5
Sun 10-4

our newest location is
NOW OPEN

20 Central Street • Woodsville, NH

Come in and look for

GREAT DEALS
and...
sign up for our grand
DOOR PRIZE
A week’s stay at our condo in 

ORLANDO, FL
(if you don’t win it, you can rent it.)

SAVE
HUNDREDS

on all your

BEDDING 
and 

FURNITURE
needs

Now shop with us in 

TAX
FREE

NEW
HAMPSHIRE

 


 

Follow the Money

‘It’s a Living’
by Rachel Siegel

The trouble with economics is that we never know if we 
are in the middle of a problem or a trend. If it is a prob-

lem, it is temporary, that is, a solution is found or at least 
attempted, and then the circumstances change. If it is a trend, 
then we need to think harder, because the changes that we 
perceive will become permanent and more so. 

We have growth without 
increased employment. Our pro-
ductive capacity grows without 
the need to use more labor. If 
labor were, say, oil, that would be 
a good thing, but labor is us, and 
most of us can only be a part of 
the economy by first being labor. 
So unemployment keeps us from 
participating and that keeps us 
from prospering. Or is it, in fact, 
the fruit of our prosperity?

After all, we are already a most 
affluent bunch, with reliable sup-
plies of food, electricity, water, and 

communications. We consume 
plenty, per capita, and discard 
plenty, because we produce plenty 
to go around, and then some. 
So having an idled resource, the 
unemployed, is not detrimental in 
the usual sense, that is, because it 
keeps us from having enough: it 
doesn’t, we have unemployment 
amidst plenty. 

For most of human history, 
economic activity produced little 
more than subsistence. There 
were great riches created for and 
enjoyed by pharaohs and caesars, 

monarchs and sultans, but most 
people simply toiled and subsisted, 
and to be idle was to starve. The 
last several centuries have seen 
an acceleration of the creation of 
prosperity, beyond subsistence, 
for more people in more places. 
The increased productivity can 
be attributed to an acceleration 
of the spread of knowledge; the 
increased distribution of its plenty 
to the spread of markets.

Voluntary unemployment is a 
choice of wealth and prosperity. 
The retired or the rich have cho-
sen to be unemployed because 
they can. They may, and often 
do, contribute to our productivity 
in other ways, such as volunteer-
ing services and capital to chari-
ties to help the least prosperous. 
Of course, by investing to gener-
ate income to replace wages, they 
contribute the capital that is the 
seed money for our economy.

Our problem now is involun-
tary unemployment: those who are 
idled, but really can’t be. They no 
longer contribute to productivity, 
and their savings are used to pro-
vide a living for themselves, not 
capital for the economy. When 
their savings are gone and there 
are enough of them, we will com-
passionately redistribute the plenty 

we have to provide for them.
So what if this is not a prob-

lem but a trend? Suppose this is 
the way that modern capitalism 
develops, that is, more and more 
idled but sated workers with less 
effect on productivity due to more 
and more knowledge and technol-
ogy. What if we have developed 
capitalism to the point where full 
employment of the labor force is 
not required for societal subsis-
tence or even prosperity?

Decades from now, will eco-
nomics texts (probably not books 
but content of some sort) classify 
this period as a transition from the 
“must-work” to the “may-work” 
era? Will this be seen as a neces-
sary and obvious advancement, in 
the way that we look back now on 
the acceptance and adoption of 
widespread private property, or 
on the abolition of slavery?

At the time that those ideas 
were ripening, many argued that 
keeping property in the hands of 
a few protected the masses from 
themselves, for surely they would 
not be capable of the responsi-
bilities of ownership. Likewise, 
many argued that slavery protects 
the slaves from themselves and 
the responsibilities of economic 
choice.

Do we see unemployment as 
a problem because employment 
protects the masses from idle-
ness and penury or from the idle-
ness of prosperity? Perhaps we 
are entering the Era of Enough, 
when idleness is a reward for 
aggregate—not just personal—
success, and not a punishment for 
economic—and personal—fail-
ure. What if our economy is not 
failing to provide jobs, but just 
doesn’t need to anymore?

It is difficult to imagine that 
we could exist without work, or at 
least without quite so much of it. 
Distribution of goods, via income, 
is based on success at work. It 
defines our merit, our worth. It 
is our measure and mirror of our 
contribution to society, and the 
largest economic investment of 
our adult lives.

If unemployment is a sign of 
economic failure, then we should 
try solutions. If it is a trend, if it 
signals a more successful but 
evolving economy, then we need 
to think harder, a lot harder.

Rachel S. Siegel, CFA, consults on 
investment portfolio performance and 
strategy. She is a professor in the busi-
ness administration department at Lyn-
don State College.
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Hours:
Sunday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Monday - Wednesday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Thursday, 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Fridays, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
CLOSED SATURDAYS - SHABBAT SHALOM!

• Men’s quality

work 

athletic and

casual shoes

• Women’s

casual shoes 

• Children’s

athletics 

• Infant booties

      

Simon the Tanner

Merrell
New Balance,

Brooks
Asics

Georgia Boots

Chippewa Boots
Carolina Boots

Keen
Teva
Ugg

Naot
Birkenstock

Clarks
Rockport

And much, much more.
Located on

2 Main Street
Island Pond, VT
802.723.4452

Affordable shoes and clothing for the whole family. 

boots

 

’

 

 

◆ 	Men’s Quality 	
	 Workboots 
	 And 			 
	 Hunting Boots

◆ 	Women’s 
	 And
	 Children’s 
	 Shoes and Boots

Full Bargain Basement
Children’s Department

Watch for Fall Specials

Merrell • New Balance • Brooks • Asics
Chippewa Boots • Caroline Boots • Keen • Ugg

Naot • Birkenstock • Clarks • Rockport
Wolverine • Redwing • North Face

The Morrill 
of the Story
Plan your trip to Historical House

By Sharon Lakey, Director

With travelling an expensive item these days, it pays 
to preplan your adventures. That’s what George 
Morrill of Saxtons River, Vermont, did this 

month. I received a call from Duane Whitehead, an antique 
bookseller in Bellows Falls, who had struck up a conversa-
tion with Mr. Morrill when he visited his bookshop. Duane 
followed up with phone calls to the Historical House, and 
that’s how we get to the Morrill of this story.

He explained that George, 
who is 90 years old, wanted to 
see the cemetery where William 
Morrill, a Revolutionary War sol-
dier, was buried. He also wanted 
to stop by Historical House and 
learn what we might know and 
be able to share with him about 
the Morrills. Wanting to help 
make the long trip valuable to 
him, I began to do some search-
ing.          

Those who know Danville 
history, recognize the Morrill 
name as one well-connected with 
the town. When my husband and 
I arrived here 30+ years ago, we 
associated it with Nate Morrill, 
a tall, white-haired gentleman, 
who passed in 1990. Both he 
and his wife, Janice, were active 
in town affairs. Janice has been 
kind enough to share some of 

her family’s history and photos 
with Historical House, and I 
immediately thought she might 
be a resource. 

The name Morrill is con-
nected with places, too, especially 
in North Danville. If one looks 
at the index in our history book, 
Village in the Hills, there are 20 
entries under that name as well 
as map entries on both the Wall-
ings and Beers Atlas. The former 
Morrill schoolhouse is located on 
the Bruce Badger Memorial high-
way between Danville and North 
Danville. It is in the hollow on 
the left, just before you cross the 
bridge. The next two roads to the 
left are associated with the Mor-
rills; the first is named Morrill 
Road and the second is McDow-
ell, which will lead you to the 
Old North Church. Morrills had 

Duane Whitehead and George Morrill after returning from the Bennett Cemetery.

farms in that area. 
The first thing I did was 

check a wonderful website I 
inadvertently discovered. For 
those of you who use the web, 
the address is: http://www.root-
sweb.ancestry.com/~vtcbarne/
danville.htm  This site is amaz-
ing. Included in the information 
there is a complete cemetery 
listing. I found a William Mor-
rill there, who is buried in Pope 
Cemetery in North Danville. 
Unfortunately, the time period 
for him as a Revolutionary War 
soldier did not match up. 

Questioning why, I was off to 
the Town Clerk’s office to check 
their records. For those readers 
who have not seen the Town 

Clerk’s historical records room, 
it is well worth the trip. What a 
wonderful job our community 
has done in keeping historical 
records! Looking in the births 
file, I found no William, but 
was astounded at the number 
of Morrill cards that were filed 
there. Sharon Daniell, Assistant 
Town Clerk, also showed me a 
book entitled The War of Rebel-
lion, which contains the names 
of all Vermonters who served in 
that war. A quick glance through 
that book let me know that one 
would need to know the com-
pany someone served in to find 
the listing. It would take more 
time than I had to give.

The next morning, I called 
Janice to see if she might be will-
ing to meet with George. She 
responded with a yes and said 
she would bring some of her 
information with her. Now, all 
that was left for me to do was 
take a look at the Pope cemetery. 
I have been by there but never 
with the intention of stopping to 
walk through it. Janice directed 
me to take the second left after 
the bridge and told me I would 
“run right into it.” 

It was a lovely afternoon to 
walk that serene place. I saw 
many Morrill stones, but only 
one with the name of Wil-
liam. He died at 16 years of age. 
That young man wasn’t the one 
George was looking for, but the 
quiet, fall day and the engraved 
stone made me stop and wonder. 
What kind of life did this young 
man have? Why did he die at 
16? I wondered how it affected 
his family. Cemeteries no longer 
seem sad places to me; in fact, 
they are lovely and restful.

I called Duane, and he shyly 
admitted the name George was 
searching for was Samuel. Now, 
that was a horse of a differ-
ent color! I was sure I had seen 
Samuel listed. Back to Village 
in the Hills index—no Samuel. 
Back to the cemetery listing—
a Samuel is buried in the Pope 
and it fit the right time period. 
Back to the War of the Rebellion 
book (on that same web address 
I mentioned)--no Samuel. Well, 
at least we had one hit and Janice 
was going to share her history as 
well. 

George and Duane arrived 
right on time and Janice shortly 

after. The most interesting and 
useful piece of information she 
brought was a genealogy tree, a 
blueprint-type document rolled 
up in a tube. She spread it out on 
the table, and we hovered over 
the tree headed by ABRAHAM 
MORRILL; it states under the 
heading, “Came to New Eng-
land cir. 1632, first to Cambridge, 
thence to Salisbury, Mass. M. 
daughter of Hon. Robert Cle-
ments of Haverhill, Mass.” She 
and Nate had retrieved the blue-
print from his father’s brother, 
who lived in California. There, 
in blue and white, was Samuel’s 
name. Under it is written: “Dan-
ville, VT. b. 1741 at Sallisbury d. 
1845. Was Revolutionary Soldier. 
m. Rachel Hoyt.” 

He brought with him two 
books of fiction he has written, 
inscribing them to the Historical 
Society. Also in hand was a copy 
of a thick lineage book he had 
found in a bookshop in Salt Lake 
City entitled Morrill Kindred 
in America, Volume Two that 
traces the descendants of Abra-
ham Morrill of Salisbury through 
his three sons to 1931. 

Janice shared some of the 
farm photos she brought, and 
then offered to travel to St. 
Johnsbury to copy the blueprint 
for both George and Historical 
House. Duane and George were 
off to the Pope cemetery while 
I copied the important informa-
tion of his lineage from the book. 
When they returned, the two 
were full of fresh air and excite-
ment of visiting not only the 
Pope Cemetery but also the Ben-
nett. I was shocked, because in 
bold letters under that cemetery 
listing on the website is written: 
“Access to the cemetery requires 
walking uphill across the field. 
Please do not attempt to walk 
to this cemetery if you are not 
physically fit.”

Ninety-year-old George 
looked perfectly fine. Before they 
left for southern Vermont, we 
sat for a few minutes and once 
again looked at the blueprint. We 
were pointing out one person 
and another on the chart, and I 
was making notes in the margin 
to capture where George’s infor-
mation filled gaps. Then George 
sighed and said, “We’re all related 
anyway.” 

True, but wasn’t that a lark! 
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The road from “single with no worries” to “married with 
three kids, two cars, a house and a growing business” is 
shorter than you think. With each of life’s milestones comes 
new responsibilities, and Sawyer & Ritchie can help make 
sure your insurance meets your changing needs. From 
home to auto, life, commercial and more, we’ll be there with 
the coverage you need. No matter what life brings you.

198 Route 2
W. Danville, VT

P.O. Box 196
802-684-3411

nwjinsurance.com

John Blackmore
George Coppenrath

Sam Kempton

A  D I V I S I O N  O F  N OY L E  W.  J O H N S O N ,  I N C .
I N S U R A N C E

Life changes. Make sure your insurance keeps up.

Vermont and another time, 
when what is now all forest 
was once open fields, while 
my own inner ghosts gradu-
ally faded away.  Amidst the 
beautiful woods lay the square 
foundations of dreams, and  I 
could only guess at the stories 
which lay buried there. There 
were names, too, now and 
then, on canted headstones, 
sometimes solitary and some-
times in groups. The stories 
became easier to imagine with 
a name and the dates of a life 
span amidst the reclaiming 
woods, but few could even 
afford a headstone up on those 
high ridges, and so many oth-
ers had been buried far away. 

Whatever boom there had 
been, all went bust after the 
Civil War. It was the war that 
took the sons away, and left no 

hand to steady the plow. Judg-
ing by the piles of stones, some 
of those fields never should 
have been plowed in the first 
place, but hope had been car-
ried with every stone, too. It 
was the way of the fathers, 
and the father’s fathers. It was 

the way of the community. 
Who could have known what 
the war would do? Who could 
have guessed, back in the days 
of diphtheria, that a worse 
scourge was coming?  

Over the years that fol-
lowed I learned that this, too, 
is a part of Vermont, a state 
which has, again and again, 
sent a greater proportion of 
its sons, and now daughters 
as well, to war than any other. 
This notion of sacrifice is 
never far away from us in the 
stony hills of Vermont, where 
families and communities are 
still forged as our nation was 
forged.  The names of those 
we lost are written upon the 
monuments that stand at the 

center of nearly every village. 
We don’t promote this fact to 
tourists, like the church sup-
pers and fall colors, but it is 
a deeper part of the Vermont 
character. Call it old fashioned 
if you like, in this present time 
of out-sourcing and externaliz-
ing costs. We continue to pay a 
steep price for our principles, 
but at least we still have them.   

Now forty years have 
passed since I walked those 
lonely hills, and it is autumn 
again. I have become a father, 
and then a grandfather, and 
carried many stones myself. 
Whatever wounds I may have 
suffered so many years ago 
have long since healed, thanks 
in large part to the community 

I found here. I’ve realized my 
own dreams, and left my own 
war far behind. The years have 
given me a new perspective. 
I remember our grief when 
our friends fell beside us, but 
never,  before now, did I see 
the grief of those at home as 
the list of names grows longer. 
This is harder. 

All those seasons, all those 
stones, and still the wars go 
on.  I have not had the privi-
lege of knowing the young 
men we have recently lost, 
but I feel as though I did, 
for I knew the clear eyes, the 
youthful humor and dedica-
tion of those who fell long 
ago. Honor them now in this 
season of loss and gain.

Danville 
Restaurant & Inn

Casual Dining & Lodging
Fully Licensed

Main Street, Danville Vermont
Steve A. Cobb, Owner & Justice of the Peace / Notary Public 

Weddings / Civil Unions / By appointment or by chance

 802-684-3484

Friday Night Special

Chicken Pie Buffet.................$9.95
Saturday Night

Smorgasboard...................... $11.95

Seatings are at 5:00 & 6:30 p.m. Dinner Reservations are suggested. 

Breakfast

Tuesday - Saturday  7 - 10:45 a.m.
Lunch

Tuesday - Friday  11 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

When you think insurance...

663 Old Center Road, St. Johnsbury, Vermont 05819
(802) 748-8797    Fax (802) 748-8609

>> Page 1 Whatever 
boom there 
had been, all 
went bust after 
the Civil War. 
It was the war 
that took the 
sons away, and 
left no hand 
to steady the 
plow.
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31-34

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
(800) 321-8688

EXIT 23, I-91BEHIND THE COLONNADE INN
LYNDONVILLE, VT

WWW.BEANSHOMES.COM

Providing quality energy efficient 
singlewide & doublewide homes 
& excellent service since 1974.

Come See the possibilities 
of comfortable 
living at 
an affordable 
price!

www.newenglandhomecrafters.com

Junction of Rt. 5 & Rt. 114,
Lyndonville, VT

Toll Free (866) 230-0700
Open 7 Days A Week 31-34

"Building Homes Together"
Largest Modular Home display in NH & VT

Cold weather will be here before you know it!
Stay warm in your new energy efficient modular home!

Vote November 2

back his childhood horse and it 
has obviously developed over 
time.

“I adhere to Natural Horse-
manship methods throughout 
training,” Mike says. “This 
method requires an understand-
ing of the horse as a prey animal 
and as a member of a herd.” 
Most of his methods have been 
learned through observations, 
interactions, and years of expe-
riences with horses since his 
youth. Natural horsemanship 
also involves communication 
techniques between the horse 
and trainer aimed at building a 
partnership that closely resem-
bles the relationships that exist 
between horses. These com-
munication techniques rarely 

include pain as teaching tool.
Rocky Mountain horses mirror 
Vermont’s renowned Morgans 
in many ways, including the 
reasons behind their popularity. 

Both are described as easy 
keepers and wonderful riding 
horses with a strong heart and 
endurance. Today they are used 
as pleasure horses, for trail and 
competitive or endurance rid-
ing. 

As show horses, the Rocky 
Mountain breed is rapidly gain-
ing in popularity because of its 
beauty and unique way of mov-
ing in the ring. These horses 
have a lot of natural endur-
ance; they are sure-footed on 
rough ground and, because of 
their gait, require a minimum of 

effort by both horse and rider, 
so that together they can cover 
a greater distance with less tir-
ing.

The poor families of east-
ern Kentucky who owned 
these horses could not afford 
to spend a lot of money on the 
upkeep of their horses, accord-
ing to the Rocky Mountain 
Horse Association. Unlike the 
thoroughbreds owned by the 
wealthy, they received no spe-
cial care, and as a result most 
of the weak ones did not sur-
vive. These horses withstood 
the winters of eastern Kentucky 
with minimal shelter. 

In the mid 1980s, accord-
ing to Mike, only 33 animals in 
the country met the breed cri-
teria. Currently, around 18,000 
animals are registered with the 
Rocky Mountain Horse Asso-
ciation in Lexington, Ky. Even 
with this increase, the breed is 
still considered rare.

A retired surgeon, Mike and 
his wife, Kathy, moved to their 
Peacham-Groton Road farm in 
1996. They were seeking a quiet 

existence that would keep them 
active and outdoors. Their 130 
acres of rolling fields did just 
that, and it bears little resem-
blance now to the abandoned 
dairy farm they took ownership 
of 14 years ago. Mike spent 
his childhood in rural Illinois, 
and after 20 years practicing 
medicine in Central Massachu-
setts, he and Kathy longed for 
the farm. When they arrived 
in Peacham, they started with 
beef cattle, but a trip to a large 
fair in Toronto, Canada, would 

change their plans. There they 
first encountered the Rocky 
Mountain breed during a horse 
show. A year later, the couple 
bought their first four horses in 
Kentucky. Among the group, 
were a mare and her foal, a colt 
named Absolutely Incredible or 
“Abel” for short. 

His impact on Cedar Grove 
Farm would be substantial.

Now eight years old, Abel 
is Cedar Grove’s stallion and 
he spends his days in sol-
ace, admiring his handy work 

>> Page 1
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NOW is the
time to buy

if you plan to
spend the holidays
in your new home!!

Dussault’s
Heating

Sales
 Service
   Installation
wThermo Pride Furnaces
wPeerless Boilers

Box 301
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

(802) 748-4945
24 hour service

now offering

Quality Meats & Fresh Produce
Brammer Creek Seafoods

Thick, Juicy Steaks & Ground Beef (Fresh Cut on Site)
Locally Grown Vegetables

Fresh Sandwiches, Burgers, McKenzie Hot Dogs
“Extensive Wine Selection”

Propane - Camping & Picnic Supplies
Hollyberry’s Famous Bakery Products (Fresh Daily)

Ultimate Selection of Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream
Movies • ATM • TMA’s • VAST Maps

461 Route 114 / East Burke / Vermont 05832

802.626.5010

VOTE

MELENDY

“I have heard so many politicians say they are going 
to go to Montpelier or Washington and change 

things. I believe I understand the issues that concern 
Vermonters. My only promise is, I will try my best to 

deal with them in a way that makes things better.”

A DIFFERENT KIND OF CANDIDATE
Unlike many, Bruce Melendy doesn’t pretend to have all the answers, 

nor does he promise any quick fi xes for Vermont’s problems.

• Reforming Vermont’s Tax System: high taxes aff ect 
everyone, especially our farms and small businesses. We 
have to take a long, hard look at how we fund education.

• Lack of Jobs: We have to rebuild the state’s economy, 
help businesses, create jobs so our young people won’t be 
forced to move away, seeking oppurtunities elsewhere.

• Government Spending: We need to have more budget 
discipline and live within our means.

• Vermont’s Energy: If Vermont Yankee nuclear power 
plant can be proven safe and reliable, re-license it, saving 
jobs and state revenue.

Bruce Melendy is a proven leader who puts service 
above self and principles above politics. As our state 

representative, he will give Cabot, Danville and Peacham a 
strong, eff ective voice of reason in Montpelier.

110 NOEL DRIVE, DANVILLE, VT 05828
melendy4house@yahoo.com

Paid for by Bruce Melendy for Representative Campaign Fund
Donna Melendy, Treasurer

"I would appreciate your support November 2. Even 
if you don't vote for me, be sure and excercise your 

right to vote!"

from an elevated paddock a 
short walk from the Hartong’s 
house. Many of Cedar Grove’s 
18 rocky mountain horses were 
sired by Abel. The Hartongs 
also sell his services across the 
country, so his family tree is 
large and distinguished. After 
all, his grandfather is one of the 
fi ve foundation stallions sired 
by Tobe.

Abel exhibits the most 
sought after characteristics of 
his breed. You need only to 
approach his paddock to expe-
rience his friendliness. In addi-
tion to his demeanor, his color, 
solid chocolate with fl ax mane, 
is the most popular selling 
combination.

The Hartongs may be 
retired from their careers, but 
hard work is still a major part 
of their everyday lives. Their 
operation is large in size by 
most measurements. The 
upkeep and training demands 
of the farm are met with the 
help of two young workers: 
Abby Walton, a Groton resi-
dent whose homeschooling 
schedule affords her much time 
for working with the horses; 
and Jason Jajer, a Peacham resi-

dent who just graduated from 
St. Johnsbury Academy and has 
spent several summers working 
on the farm.

The Hartongs don’t con-
sider this work. Their affection 
for their animals is clear even 
after a short visit. 

“There’s a saying about 
Rocky Mountain Horses,” he 
explains. “You don’t own them, 
you collect them.”

Mike spends considerable 
time training his animals, and 
he explains it as if they were his 
children.

“I only train our horses,” 
he says. “We don’t offer train-
ing to outside animals, and we 
don’t offer riding lessons here 
at the farm. I work with our 
horses from the fi rst time they 
are saddled, so I can make sure 
they’re learning the right way 
and not developing bad habits.”

In addition to breeding 
and selling their horses, the 
Hartongs used to compete in 
shows. The offi ce area is deco-
rated heavily by ribbons, many 
of which were earned by Abel 
himself. However, the distant 
locations of the shows have 
made it diffi cult for the couple 
to continue competing.

The downturn in the econ-
omy has also affected Cedar 
Grove Farm. The Hartongs 
aim to sell two or three horses 
a year, which currently range 
from $5,000 to $7,000, but 
sales across the horse industry 
have dropped in recent years, 
according to Mike. In the 
South, horses are essentially 
being given away because their 
owners can’t afford to feed 
them. The couple decided not 
to add to their herd last year. 
They try to make up for down 
sales with breeding agreements 
across the country. Horse own-
ers across the country will pay 
for Abel’s services through arti-
fi cial insemination. Likewise, 
the Hartongs employ other stal-
lions on their farm to maintain 
genetic diversity in the herd.

The breeding process for 
these horses is more about sci-
ence than romance. When the 
horses breed, the owners have 
made several calculations using 
genetic probabilities. They are 
often seeking a specifi c out-
come, such as color and build, 
and trying to avoid future 

health problems. 
Vermont’s climate can 

make horse breeding diffi cult. 
The Hartongs try to plan the 
sequence so the nine-month 
gestation period ends dur-
ing the warm months. Foaling 
almost always occurs at night, 
according to Mike, which could 
be an engrained survival extinct 
from their days as a prey ani-
mal.

“In this part of the country 
we have a very short window,” 
Mike says. It can be very dan-
gerous for the foal if one of 

the four brood mares calves 
ahead of schedule because the 
animal’s coat is the last thing to 
develop. “When you’re around 
them as much as we are, you 
can really start to tell how the 
mares are doing by the way they 
act.”

The demeanor of these ani-
mals is just as impressive as 
their physical gifts and it’s easy 
to see why the Hartong’s have 
dedicated their retirement years 
to this pursuit. It may be hard 
work, but it certainly appears to 
be time well spent. 
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Letters from the Past
When writing was a necessity and an art 

By Lynn A. Bonfield

Chastina Walbridge 
described a lively 
Peacham village 

social life during the fall 
of 1847 in a letter writ-
ten to her younger sister, 
Sally, living “down coun-
try,” while working in 
the mills at Lowell, Mas-
sachusetts.  

At the time young women, 
like Chastina and Sally, had 
begun to earn wages away 
from the family and enjoyed 
some independence from the 
toil of farm work.  Chastina, 
born in 1830, had passed 
her teaching certificate and 
already worked a few terms 
in the neighboring towns.  
Sally, born in 1827, and 
not a scholar like her sister, 
chose to go to Lowell and 
earn money in the factories.  
There was some stigma sur-
rounding going to the mills as 
the work was dirty, the noise 
deafening, and families could 
not be assured that the girls 
were properly chaperoned.  
At least four Peacham girls 
went to Lowell about the 
same time as Sally. 

The 1850 census for Low-
ell enumerated more than 
thirty-three thousand people; 
a far cry from the fourteen 
hundred in Peacham.  Also, 
Lowell had more than ninety 
stores, while Peacham had 
three or four, so it is no won-
der that Chastina asked Sally 
to buy a scarf for her.  Chas-
tina quoted Miss Kittredge, 
the seamstress who was at the 
family farm.  Women of her 

vocation were called “visiting 
seamstresses,” as they lived 
with the family who hired 
them, sometimes as much as 
a week at a time.  

Sally worked almost a year 
at Lowell before returning to 
her family in Peacham, richer 
but in poor health.  She then 
began to be called “Sarah,” 
married a year later, and 
moved in 1855 to Minnesota 
with her husband and other 
successful returned California 
gold miners, raised four chil-
dren, and died at age eighty-two 
in 1909.     

The original of this letter and the 
photograph are preserved in a family 
collection.  Letters in this series are 
transcribed as written with no correc-
tions of spelling, punctuation, or capi-
talization.  Brackets indicate editor’s 
additions; ellipses indicate words pur-
posely left out of the transcription.

Peacham Monday 9 o’clock Eve. Oct 18th ‘47
 Dear Sis [Sally]
Having an opportunity to send you a line by P[almer] Blanchard. I thought perhaps it might be 

exceptable thus early after your departure from Peacham. We were glad to hear of your safe arrival 
at Lowell, & also of the prospect of your company, being so fortunate as to work so near together. 
I expect, you & Esther [Harvey] are rather green yet, in your weaving business. I want to know of 
your advancement. whether you are still considered as “raw hands,” or can do your work alone. 

As for any news, I fear you will be disappointed in that line. The present rage “Pareing bees” 
“apple pareings,” “apple bees,” and all such kind of things that are amusing & delightful to attend. 
last friday night I attended an “apple pareing” at Mr Franklin Varnums. We had a delightful time 
Such an assembly of fine young gentlemen are not to be met with every day. Such for instance as 
John S. Way, H. Varnum, J. Spencer, Mr Currier, C[arlos] Sampson, L[yman S.] Watts & all the 
young sprigs of nobility of the East of Peacham. It had such an effect upon my poor lips that I could 
scarcely speak the next day. Probably in consequence of eating sour apples & sweet, the mixture 
fermenting and producing the iritation upon the skin already– iritated by anticipation of the “after 
clap” of pareing apples. We pared about twelve bushels, about thirty there. That was the 5th. & to 
night Clarissa is out at Mr J. Clarks. Tomorrow evening Mark [Varnum] has a ball pareing bee, at S. 
Varnums, & two others I have heard of this week. Thus you see the young people have enough to 
employ themselves about evenings– 

 I think this will do about “bees” of any kind–Home news, & proceedings. Chapter 1st Grand-
mother [Olive Brown] is yet residing in our family. Although she is greatly afflicted with a bad cold. 
yet we find her a never failing fund of information, & we especially myself find it to be extremely 
interesting when I sit down to read a little in the evening. To hear a recital of the thrice told stories. 
Miss Kittredge [a seamstress] remains with us yet, but I expect she will get through yet this week. last 
week C[larissa, their younger sister] & myself finished the warp to the web. I spun twelve skeins My 
health is quite good now, on the improve. Today I have cut Clarissa’s calico dress, & tomorrow–“if 
I live”–I shall spin again. I get a lesson almost every day & recite to Miss Walbridge. I think I know 
almost as much as my teacher. Miss K. just cocked up her head in the bed, & said, “are you writing 
to Sally?[”] answer, yes. “give her my respects then, & tell her I expect when she walks in the streets, 
her head is strait forward, but her eyes every which way” Exit under the bed clothes. . . .

Mother makes out to get along with the work somehow there is music in it though. [Here Chas-
tina attempted to describe the wailing of her younger half-siblings] 1st voice cries wa. wa. wa. then 
answer dear little darlin. she is tired ene-most to death. ganmam ses---- ----wa. wa. is the answer. 
2nd voice ba.ba. Iky [Isaac, their younger half-brother] struck me. & mother shall take it pretty soon 
“wa, wa[”] is the answer 2nd voice baba Iky struck me. 3rd voice “wall. I did’nt nuthan she kicked 
me first, bo-bo-bo, so now.[”] We are getting along well with our work.

I suppose Esther will hear from home by the same male that this is sent by. Lyman [S. Watts, 
their younger step-brother] was at Mr Gillfillans to night Mrs. G said tell the girls we are all well. I 
should like to call and see you a few moments just for the notion of it.

 Sarah! have you heard from Boston yet? if so what is the news? I had a letter from A[lfred Rix, 
who is courting Chastina] he says he is going to write to you soon. I think of you & your affairs 
almost constantly. I dont know why it is, but I cant help it. tell me if any thing new happens, write 
on a bit of paper from the rest if directed to me–. If you have not written, write a line by Palmer, if 
you can. I dont know however as he will call but once if he does not I suppose you can’t.

Dont you want to go a shopping for me? if Palmer calls so as to make it convenient, I wish you 
would get me something to wear around my neck over cloak. I cant afford quite so expensive as 
the Gillfillian girls, but something of the kind, red if its fashionable, you may charge the same to my 
account & I will pay you, If you can get me something & send by him I shall be glad I dont suppose 
you can without he calls on you more than once 

My love to all the girls, Chastina 

[Written up the side of the left hand margin on the first page:]
I suppose all the family send their best wishes for your welfare. mind your health–keep a
watch over yourself–knowing that there are snares for the unsuspecting. It is almost eleven 

o’clock, I should review this to correct mistakes Good Night to you five [girls from Peacham]. 
Pleasant dreams to you all–day dreams as well as night is the wish of Chastina

[Written on back of envelope:]
Clarissa has just come in after 11 o’clock–been out to a bee

David Toll, M.D.

Pediatrics
1394 Main Street

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
(802) 748-2348

Chastina Walbridge, copy 
from one of the earliest 
Peacham daguerreotypes, 
ca. 1844.
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VERMONT
LIQUOR 
OUTLET
in the heart of

DANVILLE
Great Selection of Scotch

684-9797
Monday - Saturday 10-6

Sunday 10-4

email: diamondh@charter.net

Happy Halloween
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DANVILLE SERVICE CENTER
Route 2, Danville Village  684-3481

w Foreign & Domestic Auto 
Repair  w State Inspections  w 
Exhaust Work w Batteries  w 
2 & 4 Wheel Computer
Alignment  w Shocks & Struts

Mon,Tues,Thurs & Fri: 7-5 w Wed: 7-9 w Closed Weekends

Ask Us About Tires

WESTERN AVENUE STATION

“your friendly full service station”

Specializing in
w Exhaust systems

w Brakes
“See Dan

the Muffler Man”
Danny Lapierre,

Mechanic

160 Western Ave. w St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 w (802) 748-2339

Open
Monday - Saturday 

9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 1 - 5 p.m.

Planetarium shows:
Saturday & Sunday at 1:30
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A Maze of Possibilities

By Donna M. Garfield

As I travel from St. Johnsbury to North Danville, I pass by plenty of cornfields. It is not until 
I reach 1404 Wheelock Road that I find the one I am looking for. This field is different. It 
is a maze. Like many other people before me, I am a little nervous about whether I will be 
able to find my way out if I dare to go in.

Welcome to the Great Ver-
mont Corn Maze located on the 
Patterson Farm in North Dan-
ville, Vermont. 

Are you persistent, able to 
laugh at yourself, patient, and 
able to handle frustration? Can 
you walk for two hours? Can 
you make a decision when the 
path divides as to which way 
you should go? Will you suc-
ceed on this path or will it be a 
wrong decision? Are you willing 
to ask for help if you need it? It 
sounds a lot like questions you 
face in everyday life.

The life and success behind 
the maze are due to the hard 
work of Mike and Dayna Bou-
dreau, a husband and wife team. 
Now in their 12th season, they 
average 10,000 visitors each 
summer. Mike says, “We were 
the first full-time cornfield 
attraction in Vermont and the 
first ones to do this as a primary 
business.”

Dayna and Mike have been 
married 16 years. They met at 
New Hampshire Technical Col-
lege where they were studying 
to be physical therapy assistants 
and moved to North Danville 
in 2000 to be closer to Dayna’s 
family. They have a son and 
daughter. Jake is 14 years old 
and Rian is 12. They also have a 
“summer son,” Grady Peterson, 
who lives in Danville and helps 
them every summer with the 
maze. Dayna’s grandparents, 
Pat and Polly Patterson, started 
the farm. Dayna’s parents, Roy 
and Brenda Patterson, currently 
do all the farming. Mike and 
Dayna build and supervise the 
maze. They also work per diem 
at several physical therapy prac-
tices from November through 
May.

Mike says, “The maze has 
been such a huge boon to the 
area. Financially, we should 
have stopped five years ago but 
if we stop, there are 10,000 peo-

ple who are going to stop com-
ing to this area. We have people 
who have been coming here for 
10 years. More people returned 
this August than we ever had.” 
People come from all over the 
United States as well as places 
such as France, Germany, Eng-
land, and Paraguay. 

Thousands of dollars are 
spent on advertising. Dayna’s 

website is the primary source 
for marketing. She says, “Every 
time another maze opens we 
have to do more advertising 
to let people know we are still 
here. Every time one closes, 
they think we have closed.”

The maze is 8.5 acres. In one 
way or another they are work-
ing on it 11 months out of the 
year. Mike says, “People think 
we just go out and make it and 
it’s done. We work on it starting 
in January. I draw it on graph 
paper taking into consideration 
all the people that come back 
every year and what we have 
done in the past. We change 
things around.” 

Corn is planted at the end of 
May. In June, when the corn is 
about two inches tall, Mike and 
Dayna begin the physical work 
on the maze. Mike explains, 
“Dayna and I go sun-up to sun-
down using the graph paper and 
a 100-foot tape measure and 
hand pick two miles of trail. It’s 
very complicated to do. After 
we hand pick everything, we go 
back and rototill and rake every 
trail. The corn keeps grow-

ing and will eventually be 10 
to 12 feet tall. We bend down 
all the leaves so they won’t hit 
you in the face. We have to 
move 50 feet of bridges, kids’ 
doors, emergency exit doors, 
punch poles, and bells. We are 
not looking to make something 
quick. If you are coming here, 
you want to spend the day.”

Mike says, “In the big maze, 

we have a 28-foot cabin cruiser 
and a 32-foot underground tun-
nel. We want the kids to see 
that. The kids’ doors are short-
cuts through the big maze. It’s a 
separate maze entirely but tied 
into the big one. The kids’ maze 
has directions on the back of 
the doors. They will get you out, 
but it won’t help you solve the 
big maze. The emergency exits 
allow people to come out, get 
clues, and go back in.  Ninety 
percent of the time we are help-
ing people. If I’m out there for 
20 minutes, I can tell you where 
everyone is and where they have 
been. My son is the only other 
person who can do that, so one 
of us is out there all day long.” 
Mike can stand on a high bridge 
in the maze that allows him to 
see every quadrant. “I have total 
control of the entire maze from 
that bridge.” 

If people ask for clues, 
Mike says, “We always ask 
people three times if they want 
a clue. If you give them a clue 
too quickly, they get out too 
quickly. Most people will say 
no if you ask them if they really 

want a clue now. After two 
hours and someone is still in the 
first quadrant, they might want 
a clue. I want them to solve it 
but not too soon.” They have 
found that approximately 5 per-
cent of their visitors find their 
way out of the maze in 45 min-
utes. About 10 percent get out 
under an hour without the help 
of any clues. Most people can 
finish walking the maze in an 
hour and a half or two hours 
with clues. If you are success-
ful in solving the maze, you ring 
the Bell of Success. 

After completing the maze, 
there is a barnyard to visit with 
goats, calves, and rabbits, as well 
as a kids’ village with kid-size 
buildings including a house, jail, 
trading post, and stable. There 
is also barnyard mini-golf. Ulti-
mate laser tag is available by res-
ervation only for groups of 10 
who play two 25-minute games.

The maze opens Aug. 1 and 

closes the second to last Sunday 
in October.  The cost is $12 for 
adults, $9 for kids (ages 5 to 
15) and seniors, and children 4 
and under are free. There must 
be one adult supervising every 
three teenagers. Kids under 16 
must stay with an adult. Active 
military personnel are always 
allowed in free. 

Every year the maze has a 
theme. For 2010, it is a hiker for 
the Long Trail because it is the 
100th anniversary of the Long 
Trail and the Green Mountain 
Club. In 2009, it was Champ 
eating a boat; 2008 was a rat 
race and people had to find 
a huge block of cheese in the 
middle of the maze; 2007 was 
Atlas holding the world; 2006 
was a generic Catamount in a 
Vee representing a number of 
schools in Vermont; 2005 was 
an Indian head; 2004 was the 
world’s first barnyard mini-golf; 
2003 was the Great Vermont 

Mike and Dayna Boudreau, a husband and wife team, run what’s become an international attraction

“...a half-mile walk through 
a cornfield with buildings, 
animatronics, a slaughterhouse, 
live actors, special effects, a 
sound system, fun house, vortex 
tunnel, and dark barn...People 
scream and yell.”
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Danville 
United 

Methodist 
Church

On the Green, Danville, VermontSteve Cobb, organist

TOUGH WEEK?
WE’RE OPEN ON SUNDAY
Sunday Worship 9:30 AM. Join us for a meaningful worship service featuring 
a variety of lay speakers with insightful, scripture based messages. Services are 
casual and fun yet also offer opportunity for prayer and self reflection.  For more 
information call Dave at 684-3896

We Like to Sing! Choir practice every Tuesday at 6:00 PM. All welcome. Third 
Tuesdays join us at St. J Rehab. Call Toby at 684-3666

Ecumenical Men’s Breakfast: First Saturday; 6:00 AM to cook, 7:00 AM to eat. 
All welcome, by donation.

Community Guitar Class every other Tuesday at 5:00 PM  Free. Call Buddy 
for info 684-2569

Do Good Work help with ongoing projects to benefit soldiers in Afghanistan or 
victims of disaster around the world. Call Cher for more info at 684-2528. 

Senior Meal Site: Join others for a time to visit and enjoy a great meal. Tuesdays 
and Thursdays at noon; by reservation; call Karen for more info at 684-3903

AA Meets every Tuesday at 7:30 PM in the church fellowship hall.

Scott A. Davis Cabinetmaker
Fine Handcrafted Furniture and Cabinetry

Custom Handcrafted Furniture & Cabinetry
Countertops available in:

Stone, Solid Surface, Butcher Block & Laminate
Millwork • Kitchen & Bath Design 

 Barnet, VT • (802)633-3637     
sdaviscab@gmail.com

www.ScottDavisCabinetmakers.com

Corn Maze logo; 2002 was the 
year after 9/11 and it consisted 
of a peace sign, USA, an eagle, a 
star, and the Statue of Liberty in 
exact proportion to the real one; 
2001 was the Vermont quarter; 
2000 was the fi rst attempt at a 
picture with the word Vermont; 
and 1999 was a group of geo-
metric shapes. Each year there 
are shirts to go along with the 
design. 

Dayna says, “We have paid 
to have the aerial pictures done 
professionally for several years.” 
Mike adds, “Robert Lyons fl ies 
over and takes a picture before 
it opens. He does an amazing 
job.”

Their daily routine at this 
time of the year is very busy. 
Mike says, “From 6 to 8 in 
the morning we work on the 
computer. From 8 to 10 a.m. 
we open the maze. Then from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m., we are talk-
ing with people and running 
the maze. We close the maze 
between 3 and 5 p.m. Then we 
work on building the haunted 
site.” Dayna says, “We have to 
change the haunted site every 
year because we have so many 
repeat customers. As of next 
week, we will sleep from about 
midnight to 6 a.m. We are work-
ing on the haunted site while 
still trying to maintain the maze 
at the quality that we want.” 

The haunted site is called 
Dead North. According to 
Mike, it has “terror, gore, and 
guts.” Dead North is held on 
the fi rst two Friday and Satur-
day nights in October and is by 
reservation only. It starts at 7:30 
p.m. and the last group goes in 

at 9 p.m.  The price of admis-
sion is higher and the tickets 
must be printed from the web-
site. A certain number of people 
are allowed in every half hour. 

Mike says, “For nine years 
we have had about 70 neigh-
bors who show up and help. We 
send a group of visitors through 
the haunted site. It is separate 
from the maze and involves a 
half-mile walk through a corn-
field with buildings, anima-
tronics, a slaughterhouse, live 
actors, special effects, a sound 
system, fun house, vortex tun-
nel, and dark barn. It’s a full-
scale production. None of the 
neighbors are actors but I give 
them their stuff, explain the 
scene, and they create it. People 
scream and yell.”

Both Dayna and Mike agree 
the maze is a lot of hard work 
but the best part is they get to 
spend the entire day with their 
kids. Mike says, “The kids enjoy 
it. They learn customer service 
and help take care of the ani-
mals. The moment they want 
to move off the farm, we can 
stop.”

One of the fi rst things I 
notice about Mike and Dayna 
is that they both have walkie-
talkies. They are in constant 
communication with each other 
all day long. How do they like 
working together all the time? 
Mike chuckles and says, “We 
are going to start a couples’ 
maze — see if you can stay mar-
ried while building a maze.”  

Who comes up with the 
theme? Mike admits that his 
brain “never shuts down. 
Dayna might say she likes 

something but doesn’t know 
if we can build it.” Dayna says, 
“Mike is the one who fi nalizes it 
and makes sure we don’t lose the 
integrity of the picture when we 
build the maze.”

Mike has no surveying expe-
rience and does not like num-
bers. “It’s more of an artistic and 
creative outlet than anything,” 
he says. “I design the maze and 
work on how to scare people 
and build tunnels underground. 
She fi gures out if it is fi nancially 
feasible.” Dayna laughingly 
responds, “He just spends the 
money. I fi nd a way to come 
up with it. I do the website, the 
advertising, and the paperwork. 
We work well together.” 

It is obvious that Mike and 
Dayna spend a lot of time, 
energy, and hard work on the 
maze and the haunted site. More 
than halfway through the season, 
they are still full of energy and 
excitement. 

They are nice enough to give 
me an abbreviated tour of the 
maze so that I can feel what it 
is like to walk among towering 
cornstalks. I also walk through 
a huge tunnel and stand on the 
high bridge. Mike even lets me 
ring the bell at the end. To be 
fair, though, I am going to have 
to return at some point and 
go through the whole process 
from beginning to end. 

I come away thinking, 
“These people are having way 
too much fun!” and I smile all 
the way back to town.

Websites: www.vermontcornmaze.
com, www.deadnorthvermont.com, 
www.ultimatelasertag.com
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There is no denying the 
change of seasons in Sep-
tember when you break 

down and start a fire in that long 
forgotten stove or turn up the 
thermostat a bit. It is getting cold! 
But not to worry, there is no bet-
ter place to be in the fall than the 
kitchen – baking bread, making 
soups and stews, pies and cakes. 
The warmth of the oven and the 
aromas from sweet or savory 
foods put smiles on the faces of 
everyone in the household. 

I still miss the old wood cook-
stove I had for many years and 
the joy I found in lighting that 
stove on a frosty morning. I have 
made many soups and stews on 
a crisp autumn day and I pass a 
couple on to you with advice to 
enjoy the chill of the season in the 
kitchen.

New Orleans 
Jambalaya

Jambalaya is a complex recipe 
using lots of ingredients. It cer-
tainly makes life in the kitchen 
interesting when you are making 
it. This recipe includes traditional 
ingredients, but I have included 
substitutes for the Northeast 
cook – we are a long way from 
New Orleans. Serve jambalaya 
with a green salad. It needs noth-
ing else and is truly a meal in one 
dish.

•	 4 cloves garlic – peeled
•	 (All the vegetables below 

should be chopped fairly 
fine. They should be recog-
nizable but not in big hunks.)

•	 2 large onions – peeled and 
chopped 

•	 1 bunch scallion – chopped
•	 1 green pepper – chopped
•	 2 red peppers – chopped 
•	 4 ribs celery – chopped
•	 ½ lb Tasso ham – (substitute 

your favorite cured ham) 
•	 1 lb Andouille sausage (sub-

stitute kielbasa)
•	 1 lb medium shrimp – peeled 

and deveined
•	 6 chicken thighs (or one for 

each person)
•	 1 cup rice (I like converted 

rice in this dish – no minute 
or instant rice)

•	 28 oz can peeled whole to-
matoes – crushed slightly

•	 1-2 quarts rich chicken stock 
(boxed stock is good)

•	 1 bay leaf
•	 1 teaspoon cayenne pepper – 

plus some for the flour mix
•	 2 teaspoons oregano
•	 1 tablespoon basil
•	 1 tablespoon Cajun season-

ing
•	 ½ cup fresh chopped parsley
•	 Salt and pepper

•	 2 cups flour mixed with 
Cajun seasoning and a pinch 
of  cayenne for dredging the 
chicken

Assemble all your ingredients 
and preheat oven to 350 degrees

Grill the sausage in a skillet for 
10 minutes (it does not have to 
be totally cooked) and set aside.  
Put the ham in the skillet with a 
little butter and sauté until slightly 
browned and set it aside with the 
sausage. Dredge the chicken in the 
flour mix and heat ¼ cup of olive 
or canola oil in a skillet with the gar-
lic cloves (whole). Sauté the floured 
chicken thighs until browned thor-
oughly on each side. The chicken 
should be about three quarters 
cooked. Set the chicken aside with 
the sausage and ham and add the 
onions, scallions, celery and pep-
pers to the oil and garlic to the 
skillet. Cook until all the vegetables 
soften slightly. Set aside.

Cut the cooked sausage into 
coin shaped pieces. Put the vegeta-
bles (along with the oil and garlic) 
into a big lasagna pan or casserole. 
Set the pieces of chicken evenly on 
the top and scatter the ham and 
sausage overall. Mix the cayenne, 
Cajun seasoning, basil, oregano, 
bay leaf, parsley and salt and pep-
per to the slightly crushed toma-
toes and pour this mix over the top 
of the other ingredients. Pour the 
uncooked rice over the casserole 
evenly and shake the pan to settle 
the rice. Add the chicken broth to 
just cover all the ingredients. Cover 
lightly and cook in the oven for 30 
minutes. Check on the casserole at 
this point – you may need to add 
extra broth to accommodate the 
rice. Add the shrimp now – push-
ing them into the casserole to cover 
them. Make sure it is a little soupy 
by adding more broth and put back 
in the oven uncovered for about 10 
to 20 minutes. It is done when the 
rice and shrimp are cooked.

Let the good times roll.

Portuguese Kale 
& Sausage Soup 

My favorite kale recipe is a savory 
Portuguese soup, so rich it should 
really be classified as a stew. It defi-
nitely is a hardy supper. Use more 
or less sausage depending on your 

preference.

•	 2 quarts tinned chicken stock
•	 1/4 cup olive oil
•	 3 cloves of  garlic - chopped
•	 2 onions - chopped
•	 1-2 lbs. linguica (Portuguese 

sausage) - can substitute 
chorizo or kielbasa

•	 2 large russet potatoes - 
peeled and cut into cubes

•	 1 12-16 oz. cans of  red kid-
ney beans with juice

•	 1 12-16 oz. can whole toma-
toes (crushed slightly) 

•	 ½ teaspoon each – of  
oregano and basil

•	 ¼ cup parsley – chopped
•	 2-3 cups cooked kale (about 

10 cups raw)

Prepare the Kale: Cut off any 
thick stems from the kale. Rinse 
and coarsely chop the kale. Cook 
in a large saucepan of boiling 
water for about 20 minutes or 
until tender. Drain and chop into 
medium size pieces for use in the 
soup. Set aside.
Prepare the Sausage: Slice the 
sausage into coin shaped pieces 
and sauté for a few minutes.  
Cover and reserve for the soup.
Make the soup: Sauté the garlic in 
the olive oil until lightly browned. 
Add the onions and cook until 
transparent. Add the chicken 
stock, parsley, oregano, basil and 
potatoes. Cook until the potatoes 
are soft. Softly mash the potatoes 
in the pot just to thicken the soup. 
Add the sausage, tomatoes, kidney 
beans (juice and all) and cooked 
kale. At any point in this soup 
recipe you may need a little more 
stock or water for consistency. 
Simmer for about 15 minutes. Let 
sit for about 15 minutes and skim 
off any oil from the sausage on the 
top of the pot. Serve with crusty 
bread and salad for a great meal.

Mushroom & 
Barley Casserole

Barley makes a surprisingly rich 
and tasty dinner casserole without 
meat. Serve it on top of a grilled 
Portobello mushroom for a fancy 
luncheon dish. A green salad is 
all you need for a very satisfying 

No Small Potatoes with Vanna Guldenschuh
Fall is a perfect time to be in the kitchen

meal.

•	 1 ½ cups pearl barley
•	 2 quarts rich chicken stock 

or vegetable stock
•	 4 carrots – peeled and sliced 

into coins
•	 3 ribs celery – thinly sliced
•	 2 onions – thinly sliced
•	 1 bunch scallions – chopped
•	 ½ cup fresh parsley – 

chopped
•	 6 cup sliced mushrooms – 

either white button or baby 
bellas are good

•	 1 stick butter
•	 Olive oil
•	 Salt and pepper

Put a coating of olive oil in 
a large skillet and melt 4 table-
spoons butter in it. The olive 
oil helps keep the butter from 
burning. When it is hot (don’t 
burn) toss the barley into the skil-
let and cook the raw barley over 
medium high heat until it is nicely 
browned. Be careful not to burn 
the barley. Add the onions, celery 
and carrots and cook until they 
are just softened. Put them in an 
eight quart casserole dish and add 
6 cups of the chicken or vegetable 
stock. Add salt and pepper to fla-
vor. Set aside. Wipe out the skil-
let and melt the remaining butter 
– add the mushrooms and sauté 
(fairly hot) until the mushrooms 
are browned and a lot of the 
moisture is cooked out of them. 
This step really adds flavor to the 
mushrooms and in turn to the cas-
serole. When the mushrooms are 
done turn the heat off from under 
them and add the parsley and the 
rest of the chicken stock to the skil-
let. Stir and then pour this over the 
casserole. Give the whole pot a stir, 
cover and put in a 375 degree oven 
for about 30 minutes. Make sure 
there is enough liquid in the cas-
serole at this point. You may need 
some extra stock or water for the 
barley to absorb. Don’t be afraid 
to put liquid in the casserole – bar-
ley usually absorbs as much as you 
give it. Put back in the oven for 
about another 15 minutes. Check 
for doneness by tasting the barley. 
I find that barleys do differ and the 
taste test is the only way to judge.
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PINTS & PIZZA
Friday  & Saturday Evenings 

4:00 - 9:00 p.m.

“Little things amuse little people,” said our typ-
ing teacher. She was responding to a wise-
crack from a student. Before we could qualify 

for our business degree, we had to attain a certain num-
ber of words per minute. The teacher, a tough old girl, 
used humor to encourage diligent practice of the boring 
assignments—and to keep control of her unruly class.

After World War II, some 
returning veterans went to the 
Burlington Business School 
under the GI bill. They were 
there to prepare for a job, but 
during their time in the military, 
they had had their bellies full of 
mindless discipline. Their atti-
tude toward the teachers was 
tolerant but irreverent. Hence 
the smart remark.

I’m one of those “little peo-
ple,” for I find amusement in 
many small things. And I never 
know when or where I’ll find 
something to smile over. One 
doesn’t expect to laugh when 
reading a recipe.

Contrary to our expecta-
tions, the Duchess apple trees 
did well this year. In May, when 
the trees were full of bloom, 
I didn’t hear the hum of bees 
gathering nectar and pollinating 
the blossoms. “We won’t have 
many of those apples,” I told 
Dick. But some small creature 
did the work, for the two trees 

were loaded
We picked up the best 

apples as they dropped. The 
culls went for cattle feed. We 
froze apple slices for pies and 
crisps, and canned applesauce 
until we couldn’t look at the 
food mill or the canner. I made 
pies—crisps seem more for 
winter. Faced with yet another 
batch of apples, I looked for a 
different apple dessert recipe

Mother Quimby’s Modern 
Priscilla had a recipe for apple 
tapioca, but I thought I’d see 
if there were other versions. I 
looked in the cookbook that 
the Peacham Academy Alumni 
published in 1949, “From 
Peacham Pantries.” 

In 1946, the Alumni formed 
the Academy Committee “to 
take upon its shoulders anything 
that will help to keep Peacham 
Academy from having to come 
to a disastrous close.” Through 
the years the cookbook had 
a steady sale, and the Alumni 

Up on the Farm Early
Recipes

By Lorna Quimby

gave funds, for example, “to 
redecorate the Alumni House, 
install light fixture and aid stu-
dents who attended the All-
State Musical Festival.”

The cookbook the Com-
mittee produced has more than 
recipes. It is, of course, not 
politically correct. Susie Abbott 
gave a recipe, “How to Cook a 
Husband.” The final paragraph 
reads “You cannot fail to know 
when he is done. If thus treated, 
you will find him very digestible, 
agreeing nicely with you and 
the children, and he will keep 
as long as you want unless you 
become careless and set him in 
a cold place.” 

Not all the recipes give oven 
temperatures or mention high, 
medium, or low heat. Some 
women, usually those on the 
farms, were still cooking on 
a wood-burning range. Their 
directions read “Place on the 
front of the stove” or “simmer 
at the back of the stove.” Some 
used an ice box. Only a few—
usually “summer people”—had 
a refrigerator. I wish I could buy 
the bread flour mentioned by 
one cook.

Not all recipes were from 
women. When I browsed 
through the ice cream section, 
I came across “Mr. Bunker’s 
Mousse.”

From 1867 to 1896, Charles 
A. Bunker was the principal 
at the Peacham Academy. He 
and his wife Nellie lived in 

the Corner, so he was able to 
keep his eye on all the students 
who boarded in various houses 
there. A redoubtable man, Bun-
ker made sure no unwary lad 
was wandering around the 
village, to the neglect of his 
homework. Bunker did not 
approve of sports, for sports 
took attention away from 
studies. Someone gave him an 
apple once, saying “Be sure to 
look out for worms.” Bunker 
replied, “When I eat an apple, 
the worm has to look out for 
itself!” He died in 1932, but 
his recipe for the cookbook 
gives you a feeling for the 
man and his era.

1 egg beaten very light. 

Add one pt. cream and beat 
like the Old Harry till light 
and frothy. Add sugar and 
vanilla to taste. Pack in ice or 
snow and salt. Four parts ice 
or snow to one of salt is about 
right. Will serve six people.

How many cookbooks 
tell you to “beat like the 
Old Harry” (my mother’s 
name for the Devil)? And 
how many use ice or snow 
to freeze a dessert? What a 
contrast to the latest cook-
books with their exact mea-
surements, degrees of heat or 
settings for your refrigerator 
or electric ice cream maker! 
And how many bring a smile 
to your face? 

NO TICE  TO  DA NVILLE  TA XPA YER S
   Town of D anville taxes are due and payable on or 
before O ctober 25, 2010. If not paid by that date, an 8% 
penalty plus 1% per month interest will be charged by 
the Delinquent Tax Collector.
   Taxes must be in the hands of the Treasurer on due 
date or bear a legible  USPS postmark date of no later 
than October 25, 2010. Postdated checks are not accepted.

Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. -  4:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

Office will be open until 6:00 p.m. on Monday, 
October 25, 2010. 

		  WENDY M. SOMERS, Treasurer
457 Railroad Street   w  St. Johnsbury, VT 05819   w   (802) 748-3236
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Serving the North Country
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l VT Made Johnson Woolens
l  Filson
l Columbia
l Woolrich
l Kamik
l Sorel
l Lacrosse
l Carhartt Outerwear
l Kamik Boots
l Merrell Footwear
l Codet

Register for our BIG DEER CONTEST
One of the largest in Vermont!

Come see us for details

Caplan’s

Camping & Hunting Supplies
Goretex Footwear by

Rocky, Danner & Wolverine

<<October Films>>
»Get Low / Multiple Sarcasms (10/1 - 10/7)
»Flipped / The Extra Man (10/8 - 10/14)
»The Concert / Racing Dreams (10/15 - 10/21)
»Mao’s Last Dancer / Last Train Home (10/22 - 10/28)
»Soul Kitchen / Jean-Michel Basquait: Radiant  (10/1-10/7)

<<Happenings>>
»Queen City Radio Hour – St. J. School – Oct. 2, 7:30 p.m.
»Das Rheingold – Met Live Opera – Oct. 9, 1 p.m.
»Das Rheingold – Encore Performance – Oct. 16, 1 p.m.
»Bluegrass Jam – Cabaret Room – Oct. 16, 7 p.m.
»Vermont Philharmonic – Fuller Hall – Oct. 16, 7:30 p.m.
»Boris Godunov – Met Live Opera – Oct. 23, 1 p.m.
»Losing My Religion – Cabaret Room – Oct. 23, 8 p.m.
»Constitution Brass Quintet – Fuller Hall – Oct. 27, 10:30 p.m.
»James Lamar – Kids Rock – Cabaret Room – Oct. 30, 11 p.m.
»Boris Godunov – Encore Performance – Oct. 30, 1 p.m.

<<Special Event>>
»Gerrymandering – Film/Call-In: Oct. 12, 7:30 p.m.
»11/4/08 – Film/Call-In: Oct. 20, 7 p.m.
»Prairie Home Companion – Live Simulcast: Oct. 21, 8 p.m.

<<In the Gallery>>
“Prints and Paintings” by David Prentice

Pope L ibrary
 

Monday & Friday
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Wednesday 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Saturday  9 a.m. - Noon.

HALLABALOO by Will Moses

The Framing Format & Gallery

Serigraphs ● Lithographs ● Prints ● Posters

Calendars ● Note Cards ● Illustrated Books

485 Lafayette Street  Saint Johnsbury, Vermont
800-699-3964 ● 802-748-3964

Conservation Framing with UV-filtering glass & Artcare Mats & Boards
 Dri-Mounting, Canvas & Embroidery Stretching

D-I-Y Framing Materials

DINING ALFRESCO by Will Moses



22  OctOber 2010   the NOrth Star MONthly

A fine craft cooperative 
featuring gifts from more than 100 Vermont artisans

430 Railroad St., St., Johnsbury
Under the Purple Awning  / Mon. - Sat.: 10:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

802-748-0158   
www.nekartisansguild.com

BAckrooM 
GAllery ShowS: 
Continuous Threads - 
Creative Legacies 
of the 
Northeast Kingdom
OCT.2 - NOV. 20
Multimedia Exhibition
Vermont 
State of Craft 
Showcase
Basket Makers • Print Makers
Paper Cutters • Rug Braiders
Photographers • Potters
Glass Blowers • Blacksmiths

STORAGE
Short or Long Term

(not heated)
BOATS • AUTOS

BIKES • TRACTORS

THURSTON’S 
AUTO

1320 Memorial Drive
St. Johnsbury, VT

802-748-6373

Returning 
to the U.S.
A country I 
hardly knew
By Bill Amos

It was time to think of change, of leaving a familiar home on the outskirts of a great Japanese city to try making it on my 
own 7,000 miles away. I would be a college student in the eastern part of a country I hardly knew—my country.

Graduation in June 1938 from the American School 
in Japan was the usual heady affair and closely resem-
bled other such ceremonies in the United States. Our 
speaker was my father’s friend, Ambassador Joseph 
C. Grew, who in telling of political tensions facing us 
in the world warned that we must think for ourselves 
“with clarity and freedom from the infl uence of pro-
paganda.” We 17 classmates sat listening, many of us 
Americans, but some from other nations as well. What 
thoughts went through our minds molded so differ-
ently by our separate cultures? Did we muse on pleas-
ant days ahead in what would be the next step up the 
educational ladder? We had no inkling that many of 
us would be caught up in Allied or Axis armed forces 
within a few years, some of us on opposing sides.

Before graduation my family considered my return 
to the United States. First choice was to travel across 
Asia on the Trans-Siberian Railway. This would allow 
me to see Lake Baikal; with strong naturalist interests 
I had read everything possible about this extraordinary 
body of water. But tensions were growing in Europe, 
and seeking rail passage from Leningrad (St. Peters-
burg) to Paris was no longer possible now that Poland 
had refused Germany’s demand for access to Danzig 
and the Polish Corridor. Hitler was seething as a result. 
A Nazi invasion of Poland was only months away.

I decided to remain in Japan for another year to 
travel the country, study the language and visit places 
I’d always wanted to see. In 1939, I hoped to sail from 
Yokohama to England aboard one of the P & O lin-
ers (Pacifi c & Orient Steam Navigation Co. Ltd) via 
the South China Sea, Malay Straits, Indian Ocean, Suez 

Canal, through the Mediterranean and into the Atlantic. 
I visited the ship during its last visit several months 
prior to my departure date and found the Rawalpindi 
was a 550-foot-long steamer of antique appearance 
despite being only 15 years old. The hull and twin 
funnels were jet black and the superstructure a soiled-
looking caramel brown. She was unimpressive and dull 
compared to the gleaming white Empress liners we had 
traveled on in earlier years.

Walking up the gangway I noticed several crew 
looking over the rail—dark, bearded heads wrapped in 
turbans. Probably nice enough fellows, but their vis-
age seemed to imply ferocity. British offi cers oversaw 
a crew of Lascars from India with a few Sikhs thrown 
in. In other words, the ship’s complement was a typi-

cal, top-heavy, class-conscious, sea-going replica of the 
British Empire.

The type of cabin I would occupy was cramped, 
paneled in wood almost black, had one small porthole, 
a brass bed and marble washstand. Bath facilities were 
down the hall. The Rawalpindi’s lounge and other 
social rooms were oppressive with potted palms, heavy 
furniture anchored in place and weak artifi cial light. It 
seemed stifl ing to a young American.

I was told meals on the Rawalpindi were formal 
affairs at which men were expected to wear black tie 
at a specifi ed hour for dinner every night during the 
18-day voyage. 

The voyage with its ports of call would have been 
an adventure in itself, but I was not unhappy when P 
& O discontinued its Far Eastern service as war with 
Germany got underway and I had to seek another less 
formal means of going to the U.S. 

In summer 1939 (about the same time I arrived in 
New York on another vessel) the Rawalpindi was taken 
over by the Royal Navy, made into an armed merchant 
cruiser and placed on patrol duty in the North Atlantic. 
After only a couple of months she spotted two power-
ful German battle cruisers near Iceland, Scharnhorst 
and Gneisenau. When they drew near and demanded 
the Rawalpindi’s surrender, Captain E.C. Kennedy, 
RN, refused and immediately attacked the behemoths 
with his thin-skinned converted passenger liner and 
puny guns. The ship was sunk within fi fteen minutes 
with a huge loss of life, Captain Kennedy included. 

But the engagement delayed the heavily armed Ger-
man ships from gaining the full Atlantic to harass and 

The next morning I was 
again called to come 
downstairs to the lounge. 
This time two strangers 
were waiting, large serious 
men dressed conservatively 
in dark suit and tie. They 
introduced themselves as 
FBI agents and needed to 
talk with me in private.
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With
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Sunday
October 31st
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Rabbit Hill Inn
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Limited Space Available
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Adair Country Inn
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Trout River Brewery

Vermont Gold Vodka
Chang �ai Café

Tim-Bir Alley
Dylan’s Café
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Eden Ice Cider
Wine Gate

Tapas~Beer~Wine

230 MAIN STREET • LYNDONVILLE
802-626-9859 • www.bournes.net

We have been a family-owned company since 1946!

24-HOUR
EMERGENCY

SERVICE
for our customers

It’s hard to think of WINTER when 
it’s 60°out... but, it IS coming.

REID & BALIVET
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

ERNEST TOBIAS BALIVET
JUDITH A. SALAMANDRA CORSO

DANVILLE GREEN w DANVILLE, VT w (802) 684-3666

Sanderson’s Wooden Bowls
Perfect for that Special Gift

Each Bowl is Hand-turned
from Native Vermont

Hardwood
www.vtbowls.com

Sam & Weeza Sanderson
2902 VT RT 114 East Burke, VT, (802) 626-9622

Come visit our showroom

destroy Allied shipping until 
warships of the Royal Navy, 
now alerted, rushed in causing 
them to seek shelter back in 
coastal waters. The Rawalpindi 
remains a heroic legend in the 
history of the sea. I am glad to 
have been aboard her, if only 
for a day.

With westward travel now 
impossible, the sensible thing 
was to take a trans-Pacifi c ship 
directly to the United States 
in June 1939. Again desire for 
adventure played a role. Instead 
of the usual passenger liner, I 
took a fast passenger-carrying 
freighter from Yokohama to 
New York. This meant going 
through the Panama Canal.

The ship chosen was Japa-
nese, the Kokusai Kisen Kaisha 
Line’s Komaki Maru, a mod-
ern high-speed diesel-powered 
freighter with eight bright, 
airy cabins amidships for a 
dozen passengers. A comfort-
able lounge doubled as a din-
ing room and a spacious deck 
was reserved for passengers. 
The 29-day trip provided ample 
relaxation and reading time, the 

joy of watching an ever-chang-
ing seascape, and conversation 
with pleasant company. It was 
one of the happiest ocean voy-
ages I’ve made. It also meant I 
was on a ship my small Naval 
Intelligence unit was instru-
mental in destroying a few years 
later, after which I personally 
verifi ed her loss. 

I spent hours at the bow 
watching dolphins play ahead 
of the speeding ship while fl ying 
fi sh skittered away dimpling the 
water with outstretched fi ns. 
The waves themselves, sym-
metrical and neatly parted by 
the ship’s sharp steel bow, were 
mesmerizing. 

One day by holding a hand-
kerchief (as a makeshift net) 
over the saltwater bath tap I 
trapped a host of mid-oceanic 
plankton organisms to examine 
under my portable microscope. 
Tiny shrimp were cooked scar-
let by the hot water. My sketch-
books show many of these 
remote little creatures.

The captain, a person-
able man, accepted me on the 
bridge, and the chief engineer 

took me down steep stairwells 
to the spotless throbbing engine 
room. I was fascinated by the 
huge uncased propeller shaft 
spinning in a shining blur. 

In the evening around sun-
set I’d go to the afterdeck where 
the ship’s auxiliary wheel stood 
tethered and exposed. A photo 
I took of the wheel against the 
darkening sky is all that remains 
for me of this good ship. If 
scavenging recreational divers 
haven’t removed it, the wheel 
lies today on the bottom of 
Rabaul’s Simpson Harbor in 
New Guinea where the Komaki 
Maru was sunk by Allied war-
planes. 

We headed straight for San 
Pedro south of Los Angeles. 
A couple days out we did a 
curious jig in our course that 
I didn’t understand at first. 
Startled by shrill siren blasts 
repeated furiously from nearby, 
I saw an American destroyer 
racing alongside clearly warning 
us off. We had “blundered” into 
the middle of the U.S. Pacifi c 
Fleet’s maneuvers. Komaki 
Maru’s offi cers were on deck 
with binoculars and snapping 
photographs like crazy. 

Further south, we traveled 
close to the Mexican coast and 
one afternoon slowed almost 
to a standstill off Acapulco. 
That was fi ne with me since an 
enormous manta ray was forag-
ing nearby in the plankton-rich 
coastal waters, once leaping 
clear of the water and falling 
back with a tremendous splash. 

Approaching the Panama 
Canal, we paused for the night 
and anchored in Panama Bay 
some miles off the western port 
of Balboa. I asked the captain—
his English and my Japanese 
were on equal terms—if I might 
descend the landing stairway to 
its platform just above the quiet 
sea. This would allow me to 
gather specimens and maybe his 
crew could get something for 
dinner. He generously obliged 
and ordered a big searchlight to 
be hung over the side to illumi-
nate the dark water.

The light seemed to attract 
everything in that part of the 
Pacifi c, including large sharks. 
My notes read, “…watched and 
listened to…them, huge things 
splashing…” as they rose in 
pursuit of the fi shy multitude 
swarming in the glowing water.

I netted more shrimp and 

worms and jellyfi sh than I knew 
what to do with, and took them 
to the lounge for passengers 
and crew to see.

The ship’s cook descended 
to the platform and caught doz-
ens of slim blue fl ying fi sh, now 
docile and quiet in the search-
light’s glare. We soon had meals 
of the most delectable fi sh in 
the ocean, a claim I defend to 
this day. I’ve eaten fl ying fi sh 
many times, but never more fl a-
vorful than those taken off the 
west coast of Panama.

Our passage through the 
Panama Canal was uneventful, 
but awe-inspiring: the enormous 
gates closing the locks; the die-
sel-electric “mules” (tractors) 
that drew our ship through the 
locks; Culebra Cut, a man-made 
valley; the abandoned, rusting, 
vine-enshrouded machines of 
earlier failed French efforts to 
open a canal. Most interesting 
(for me): tucked away near the 
northern shore of Gatun Lake I 
recognized the island of Barro 
Colorado where the Smithso-
nian’s famed tropical research 

laboratory was situated. 
At the eastern end of the 

Canal, I went ashore in the 
evening to walk around Cris-
tobal, a colorful town redolent 
with spicy scents. I was mysti-
fi ed by one street lined with 
colorful open booths, each of 
which held a smiling young 
woman resting on a divan. 
Some booths had their cur-
tains closed. I wondered if they 
were orphans or impoverished, 
homeless people and this was 
all they had. I considered tak-
ing a photograph, but feared it 
would be rude and went on my 
way. It never entered my head 
what was going on. 

Nearing New York in Long 
Island Sound our low-slung ship 
was dwarfed by an approach-
ing leviathan, the Ile de France 
accelerating into the Atlantic 
bound for Europe. Shortly 
after, we overtook the even 
larger Queen Mary pausing on 
her way into New York Har-
bor. The Komaki Maru greeted 
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GOODRIDGE LUMBER, INC.

Bailey-Hazen Road • Route 14
Albany, Vermont

802-755-6298
Superior Cedar Products & Services since 1974

White Cedar Log Homes & Log Siding
Rough and Finished White Cedar Lumber

Decking ● T+V Groove ● Shiplap ● Square Edge
Perma-Chink Products for Log Homes

www.goodridgelumber.com

White cedar logs, from 
Vermont’s Northeast 
Kingdom, are harvested 
by local loggers, 
landowners and truckers, 
brought to the Goodridge 
Lumber sawmill, and 
manufactured into white 
cedar products that are 
nat ura lly  beautiful, 
nat ura lly  resistant 
to decay and insects and 
are a natura l choice 
for both interior and 
exterior building projects.

each by paying obeisance with 
its steam whistle, and in return 
the giants thundered majestic 
salutations to the heavens. 

The long trip was over. 
The summer of 1939 was 

known for many things in dif-
ferent parts of the world. Iso-
lationist America worried most 
about the war raging in Europe, 
vowing never to become 
involved, other than to help 
with matériel from a safe dis-
tance. We weren’t sure of Presi-
dent Roosevelt’s intentions.

In New York City, atten-
tion was focused upon the 1939 
World’s Fair, an immense paean 
to the halcyon days of peace, 
prosperity and productivity. 
My first months in the United 
States were marked by repeated 
visits to this enchanting factual-
fantasy world whose sole pur-
pose was to portray a glorious 
future just around the corner. I 
have never experienced a simi-
lar feeling of anticipation and 
wonder. Fortunately my color 
photographs, although faded, 
bring back those summer days 
at the glorious Fair.

The Fair was supposed to 
run for two years, and it did, 
but seemed diminished in 1940. 

The huge towering Soviet Pavil-
ion with its heroic worker hold-
ing a star hundreds of feet in 
the air vanished almost over-
night after the Soviet Union 
allied itself with Nazi Germany. 
The Italian Pavilion with its 
fabulous racecars and waterfall 
entrance disappeared, and the 
Netherlands’ exhibit too, now 
that it was an occupied country. 
Mundane business exhibits took 
their place the second summer. 

By then the Fair seemed 
tired, even woeful with so much 
bad news coming from a dark-
ened Europe. I went back only 
once. The magic was gone.

During three years of col-
lege and three summers at a 
marine laboratory, I enjoyed 
the freedom of undergradu-
ate life, traveling the country, 
and forging new friendships. 
Always, however, there was the 
sense of not quite being part of 
the All-American youth culture, 
especially when discussions of 
my different background came 
up and the places I had lived. 
There was almost universal 
dismissal of Japanese prowess, 
whether military or manufactur-
ing. It was commonly said that 
their planes were junk, pilots 
were physically incapable, ships 
capsized when launched and 

vehicles were unreliable imi-
tations. Japanese products in 
American stores were mostly 
cheap trinkets, gadgets and cop-
ies, so how could anything in 
the homeland be any different? 

If no one believed me when 
I mentioned technological 
advances I had known in Japan, 
I had a few material products to 
make my point. One was a pair 
of Japanese prism binoculars my 
father had given me at my 1938 
graduation. Various Americans 
who had a chance to examine 
and use them (one military offi-
cer and people who knew and 
used the best binoculars avail-
able in the U.S. at the time), 
were impressed and unbelieving 
that such a precision instrument 
could be Japanese. Twice in the 
last 70 years when having them 
cleaned and serviced, I have 
been asked where I had gotten 
such remarkable old binoculars. 
During early days in the war 
superior Japanese optics gave 
naval spotters an edge over 
American lookouts—until radar 
entered the scene.

College years fled by as 
a life was being fashioned in 
academia by courses and great 
teachers. My focus was on pur-
suing a foundation in science 
that would lead to a life in biol-
ogy, a path I had dreamed of 
following from childhood. 

It was Catherine Janeway 

Carpender who in an instant on 
Saturday afternoon, November 
8, 1941, turned my life upside 
down at a fraternity house tea 
following a football game. Or 
made my life worth living. She 
still does.

In that same fraternity house 
one month later on a Sunday 
morning, Dec. 7, a friend bolted 
into my room shouting to come 
down to the Founder’s Room 
lounge. Hovering around the 
big console radio with its “Magic 
Eye,” we listened, pale, hardly 
breathing, trying to understand 
the enormity of what was hap-
pening. For the rest of the day 
we followed chilling eyewitness 
accounts from Pearl Harbor. 
Other than radio voices, the 
room was quiet, punctuated by 
mutterings about a duplicitous 
enemy. 

Because the attacker was 
Japan and I had lived in Japan 
before coming to America, my 
friends wanted to know what I 
could not even guess. I had no 
answers.

In that room, all listen-
ers but one were of a single 
mind—sharply targeted anger. 
I stood apart, confused with 
nothing to say, to hold onto, a 
product of two worlds, feeling 
as though a terrible, violent rent 
had occurred between two par-
ents—one a parent by birth and 
ancestry, the other by long, inti-

mate residence. One I instantly 
condemned, one I instantly 
committed myself to.

The next morning I was 
again called to come downstairs 
to the lounge. This time two 
strangers were waiting, large seri-
ous men dressed conservatively 
in dark suit and tie. They intro-
duced themselves as FBI agents 
and needed to talk with me in 
private.

They wanted to determine 
whether I posed a threat to the 
security of the United States. I 
wasn’t an actual enemy alien, 
but I had lived in Japan and that 
made me suspicious in their view. 
Ten minutes into the questioning, 
they were neither impressed nor 
worried and left for more prom-
ising interviews. My fraternity 
brothers were awed, however, 
that someone in their midst had 
awakened the FBI’s interest and 
that I had been reached within 
24 hours of Japan’s attack. I must 
have entered FBI lists as soon as 
I stepped off the Komaki Maru.

A couple months later, I was 
called to meet former Lake Nojiri 
sailing competitor and Japan 
scholar Glen Shaw at the Hotel 
New Yorker. Arriving there we 
talked in desultory fashion in 
both English and Japanese before 
he directed me to the next room 
to meet Commander Albert 
E. Hindmarsh, founder of the 
Naval Japanese Language School 
in Boulder, Colorado. Hindmarsh 
found me acceptable and with 
minimal discussion handed me a 
mimeographed slip of paper tell-
ing anyone who asked that I was 
now a “Naval Agent,” whatever 
that meant, and was permitted to 
wear civilian clothes before trav-
eling to Colorado.

A subsequent summons by 
the draft board revealed they put 
no credence in the Naval Agent 
paper (they thought it a forgery). 
They had never heard of the 
Japanese Language School (who 
had at that point?) and said I was 
prime draft material. 

I hung onto that little piece of 
paper for dear life. I have it still.

Before the Army made good 
their threat and caught me, I left 
college and was on my way to 
Boulder and the Navy’s Japanese 
Language School. A year of inten-
sive study and training followed 
with no time off. I am still aston-
ished that I succeeded. Some of 
my 120 classmates didn’t.

Students in the first 1942 JLS 
class were a mixed lot. Those of 
us who had lived in Japan num-
bered about a dozen; an equal 

Call today and save a headache tomorrow...
802-748-9858

Fall Check List:
a	Wood Split & Stacked
a	Oil Tank Filled
a	Winter Tires Ordered
c	Septic Tank Pumped

DON’T WAIT  ‘til the snow is here,
family is home for the holidays and 
you have a  backed up system.

remember:
before winter 
hits, be sure 
your tank has 
been properly 
maintained 
and pumped 
within the last 
2 or 3 years.  

GREEN MOUNTAIN BOOKS
Broad Street, Lyndonville, VT

(802) 626-5051
Open M-F 10-6 • Sat 9-5

It’s getting 
Cooler... 
Come find a 
Good Book 
to curl up with.

www.greenmtnbooks.com




>> Page 23



www.northstarmonthly.com   OctOber 2010  25

Building & Remodeling
Painting & Wallpapering

JAMES F. EMMONS
CONSTRUCTION

Call Jim (802) 684-3856
1154 Bruce Badger Memorial Hwy, Danville, VT 05828

Residential  l  Commercial
Providing all aspects of electrical work including
 excavation for underground wiring and services.

Insured and licensed in 
Vermont and New Hampshire.

For prompt professional service call:

Matt Pettigrew (802) 751-8201
Danville, Vermont

Premium Maine

Wood
Pellets
$22995

Per Ton

80% Hardwood/20% Pine

Premium Maine

Wood
Pellets
$22995

Per Ton

80% Hardwood/20% Pine

BioBricks $23995
Per Ton

DADS 4 BY
TOOL & SUPPLY

22 Memorial Drive, St. Johnsbury • 802-748-4208
10 Railroad Street, Wells River, VT • 802-757-2000

For all your 
Construction Needs 
Large or Small

Custom Homes • Remodeling • Addition • Roofing • Siding • Decks
 Painting - Interior or Exterior, No Matter What Size • Fully Insured

1085 Rte 2 East, Danville, VT 05828 • 802-684-9955
Trent Cell 802-535-9108 • Nate Cell 802-535-7303 • Fax 802-684-3414

Fenoff & Hale 
Construction Inc.

Danville
Congregational

Church
United Church of Christ

An Open and Affirming Congregation

Rev. Douglas Carter
Pastor

Please Join Us
for Worship 

& Sunday School
at 10 a.m.

Bring your family.
 (802) 684-2176  

number of enrollees had taken 
courses in Japanese at the two 
or three American universities 
offering such a subject. The over-
whelming majority of students 
had been selected only because 
they were Phi Beta Kappa gradu-
ates, not because of any knowl-
edge or interest in Japan or its 
language, or even that they were 
linguists of any kind. Academic 
distinction was the determining 
factor.

While this evoked initial hilar-
ity among old Japan hands, we 
quieted down as the Phi Betas 
quickly rose to the top in every 
phase of training. Although we 
may have known Japanese in 
the vernacular and could curse 
in the language with passion, our 
reading and writing scores were 
undistinguished. I graduated low 
in my class, as did several other 
old Japan buddies; one, the best 
American Japanese-speaker I 
ever knew fl unked out and spent 
the war as an enlisted landing 
barge pilot, a terrible waste of a 
man who would have been enor-
mously important in interroga-
tion and calling for surrender. 

The Phi Beta Kappa scholars 
proved themselves during the war 
and in postwar duty. Many served 
at the highest level of translating 
duties, some of them for General 
Douglas MacArthur during pre-
liminaries to the formal surrender 
and others later helped write (in 
Japanese) a new constitution for 
the conquered country.

In later years, these scholarly 
classmates became a veritable 
Who’s Who in Asian studies. 
But several of my good friends 
(who may have been Phi Betes 
themselves) didn’t follow the 
pack: George Nace and I became 
biologists, Tom Polhemus pur-
sued exploration and adventure, 
Bart Sherman and Paul Anspach 
entered the ministry.

Most of us who had a back-
ground in Japan served in com-
bat with front line forces. One, 
a member of Carlson’s Marine 
Raiders lost his life on Makin 
atoll, another had his leg blown 
off in the horrifi c battle for Iwo 
Jima, but most survived physi-
cally untouched. Post traumatic 
stress was an unknown diagno-
sis back then, but I now realize 
some of my classmates suffered 
from this following combat and 
intense interrogation. A neighbor 
from our pre-war summer days 
at Lake Nojiri found himself fac-

ing an extremely close childhood 
friend, a severely wounded Japa-
nese soldier. The dying man was 
comforted to see his old friend—
and the American, a combat-
toughened Marine, was broken 
hearted. 

My own brief role in trans-
lation and interrogation will be 
mentioned in another chapter. To 
the best of to my knowledge only 
fi ve of us from that fi rst Japanese 
Language School class in Colo-
rado entered the fi eld of cryptog-
raphy at Pearl Harbor. 

JLS training at Boulder was 
academically brutal, although 
our sensei (instructors) were 
patient and compassionate 
men—patriotic Japanese-Amer-
ican volunteers who had been 
permitted to leave the shameful 
internment camps, while their 
loyal American families had 
to remain behind in barracks 
surrounded by barbed wire, 
checked constantly by guards in 
watch towers who had orders 
to shoot those who might tres-
pass the barrier. After several 
months a few of these good 
American citizens were reunited 
with their instructor husbands 
and lived without restriction in 
Boulder. Japanese-Americans 
all, they almost without excep-
tion showed no overt resent-
ment for a circumstance that 
later brought shame upon their 
adopted country and its panic-
driven decision.

At the language school we 
received several hours’ instruc-
tion daily, fi ve days a week, 
involving conversation, writing, 
reading and learning an endless 
series of kanji, or ideograms. 
Some decision-makers in Wash-
ington even insisted we be able 
to read sosho, an esoteric poetic 
calligraphy. Why? Because Japa-
nese military might use it as a 
code, they said. After the war 

Japanese senior army and naval 
personnel were astonished that 
we should think such a thing. 
They certainly had not because 
it wouldn’t have worked. 

Most Wednesday’s we 
underwent an hour’s rigor-
ous oral examination one at a 
time, confronted by a panel of 
instructors and quizzed rapid 
fi re. And almost every Saturday 
morning we took a three-hour 
written examination. (The few 
exam papers I have left make 
me gasp—Did I really write and 
understand all that?)

The 11-month course was 
identical to a prewar program 
that American military offi cers 
had taken during three intensive 
years of study while attached 
to the American Embassy in 
Tokyo. Nothing was omitted 
for us, nothing lessened, but 
much added—three years shoe-
horned into 11 months!

I was no scholar, but I 
learned a prodigious amount in 
a language that turned out to be 
beyond anything I’d imagined, 
even after living in Japan where 
I’d gotten along pretty well.

My sanity was preserved, not 
from inner strength, but because 
Catherine had become my wife 
and was there to support me. 
She patiently busied herself and 
read books while I studied late 
into the night, and helped test 
me with hundreds, then thou-
sands, of kanji cards that had to 
be identifi ed instantly with their 
several shades of meaning.

Some in the class dropped 
out or were asked to leave for 
poor performance, academic 
dishonesty or behavioral prob-
lems. A few had medical prob-
lems and one suffering a major 
breakdown had to be commit-
ted to a Naval mental hospital. 
But the majority succeeded and 
with pride accomplished the 

For analysis, costs and benefits for your home, contact Jim Ashley:

Geothermal Heating
provides space heating by
taking thermal energy from
groundwater with a heat
pump.

Green Mountain Geothermal LLC
PO Box 222 W. Danville VT 05873

(802) 684-3491 www.vermontgeo.com

How much does it
cost to heat your

home?
Fuel Oil..........................$24.46
Kerosene.......................$27.91
Propane.........................$35.98
Natural Gas...................$19.75
Coal...............................$19.79
Electricity......................$41.35
GEOTHERMAL.............$10.34
Wood (green)................$14.39
Pellets........................... $19.59
* Comparisons per million BTUs by VT
DPS July, 2010

unbelievable. Upon gradua-
tion and commissioning as an 
Ensign, U.S. Naval Reserve, my 
reaction was one of profound 
relief and a realization that as 
long as I had survived this pro-
gram, I should be able to meet 
challenges of the future. But 
a pre-graduation address by a 
senior Naval offi cer warned us 
in matter-of-fact fashion, “You 
don’t know what’s facing you. 
You should all expect to die 
without progeny.” That was a 
real upper.

An unforeseen reward came 
along several months later when 
I learned those thousands of 
hours immersed in the Japanese 
language were more than enough 
to make up for leaving college at 
the end of my junior year. I was 
awarded a baccalaureate degree in 
absentia, only a little later than my 
former classmates who had not 

entered the service so promptly. 
Following graduation I was 

given two weeks’ leave. Cathe-
rine and I spent half of it at Lake 
Tahoe. San Francisco was the last 
stop before going overseas for 
two and a half years.

That second week of leave 
was not to be. My departure was 
abrupt and memorable. A lowly 
brand-new Ensign in the Naval 
Reserve, in shiny, unbleached 
khaki uniform with limited 
instruction how to be an offi -
cer, I fl ew to Pearl Harbor in the 
company of senior offi cers, every 
one of them regular United States 
Navy with many years in the ser-
vice, every one of them puzzled 
why such a neophyte had been 
awarded a high priority seat in 
the plane. 

Any resulting conversa-
tion is thankfully blotted from 
memory. 
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St. Johnsbury Academy
Fall 2010 Sports Schedule

Athletic Director: Tom Conte - CAA
Headmaster: Tom Lovett

Boys Soccer  
Varsity and Junior Varsity

10/1 Stowe (A) 4:00

10/5 Peoples (H) 4:00

10/7 Harwood (H) 4:00

10/13 Spaulding (A) 4:00

10/15 Thetford (H) 4:00

10/19 Montpelier (A) 4/6:00

Coaches: Richard McCarthy
JV - Adam Kennedy

Cross Country
10/2 Thetford 

Invitational
(A) 10:00

10/5 All Mt. Teams  @ 
Harwood

(A) 4:30

10/9 Peoples Invite (A) 10:00

10/13 LR, Lam, LI @ NC (A) 4:30  

10/23 N.V.A.C. Mt. Div. 
Championships @ 
Harwood

(A) 10:00

Coaches: Chip Langmaid, Tara Hemond
and Richard Boisseau

Girls Field Hockey
Varsity and Junior Varsity

All JV Games Follow Varsity Games 

10/1 Stowe (H) 3:45

10/5 Spaulding (A) 3:45

10/7 Montpelier (H) 3:45

10/13 Missisquoi (A) 3:45

10/19 Harwood (H) 3:45

10/21 Rice (H) 3:45

Coach: Fran Cone, JV - Paula Bystrzycki 

Girls Soccer  
Varsity and Junior Varsity

10/2 Peoples (A) 11:00

10/6 Harwood (H) 4:00

10/8 North Country (NL)
(A)

4:00

10/12 Lyndon (A) 4:00

10/14 Montpelier (A) 4/6:00

10/20 Stowe (A) 4:00

10/22 Randolph (H) 4:00

Coaches: Tracy Verge, Frank Leafe, 
Craig Weston

JV - Greg Roberts

Football  
Varsity

10/1 Hartford (A) 7:00

10/9 B.F.A. (H) 1:00

10/16 Essex (H) 1:00

10/22 Burlington (A) 7:30

10/30 Lyndon (H) 1:00

Coaches: Shawn Murphy, Craig Racenet
& Hank Van Orman

Junior Varsity

10/4 Hartford (A) 4:00

10/11 Lyndon (H) 4:00

10/18 U-32 (H) 4:00

10/26 North Country (A) 6:00

Coaches: Mike Bugbee, Frank Trebilcock

Froshman

10/6 Essex (A) 5:00

10/13 MMU (A) 4:00

10/20 Essex (H) 4:00

10/27 North Country (H) 4:00

Coaches: James Bentley & Joe Tomaselli

MICHAEL K. WALSH & SON, Builders
Custom Homes • Finish Work • Remodeling

Additions • Roofing • Siding • Decks
Painting • Wallpapering & More

Small or Large Projects
Reasonable Rates

Quality Workmanship

Serving Danville and the surrounding areas for 25 years.

Danville, VT • 802-684-3977 • Time available now!

“Your Clear Choice in Auto Glass Replacement”

Windshield World
“We Come to You”
wFREE COURTESY CAR OR MOBILE SERVICE
wINSURANCE APPROVED FOR DIRECT BILLING
wWRITTEN WARRANTY
wORIGINAL EQUIPMENT SAFETY GLASS
wLOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
BARRE 479-0666
HARDWICK 472-5554
WHITE RIVER JCT. 295-9903
NEWPORT 334-1348
GORHAM, NH 752-1414

DIAL TOLL FREE

800-639-0666
“PROMPT FRIENDLY SERVICE”

ST. JOHNSBURY
371 Memorial Drive w 748-3310

Join the many teams at 
Northeast Kingdom Youth 
Service ’s  (NEKYS) 7th 
Annual Shelter Walk Oct. 16 
with a team of your own. Get 
together a group of family, 
friends, co-workers or class-
mates to walk for homeless 

youth. It is not only a good 
cause but it is fun as well. 

Just ask the Vermont 
Teen Leadership Safety 
Program (VTLSP) team 
from Danville. They have a 
great time at NEKYS’ Shel-
ter Walk and as an added 

bonus they get to promote 
their cause, SADD (Stu-
dents Against Drunk Driv-
ing). This dedicated group 
of young people has been 
participating in the Walk for 
several years and always has 
a good time. There are also 
teams from Lyndon State 
College, the Stevens School, 
Passumpsic Bank and North-
east Kingdom Realtors, just 
to mention a few. It is quite 
a party and the camaraderie 
among the walkers is fan-
tastic. So, start putting your 
team together now! Give us 
a call at our Bagley Street 
office and we can advise you 

on the best way to start. We 
have materials we can send 
to help you on your way.

The Shelter Walk benefits 
local homeless youth through 
NEKYS’ Elm Street Shelter. 
It will begin with a 9:30 am 
registration on October 16, 
2010 at the North Congrega-
tional Church, Main Street in 
St. Johnsbury.  Everyone will 
find breakfast treats and bev-
erages before the walk, along 
with cheers and much hoopla 
for them as the walk kicks-
off at 10:30 am. The 3 mile 
Walk winds it way through 
the streets of St. Johnsbury 
and passes by NEKYS’ Elm 

Street Shelter where walk-
ers can take a break at the 
water station and get a first-
hand look at the Shelter. The 
loop takes them back to the 
church where the festivities 
are just beginning. There will 
be a fabulous barbecue, fam-
ily friendly entertainment, 
games, a live radio broadcast, 
prizes and a raffle drawing. 
The raffle winner will take 
home an Intel Atom Net-
book with ACAD Microsoft 
Office 10 Pro and an HP 
D2660 DeskJet Printer with 
cable, generously donated 
by Northeast Computer Sys-
tems of Lyndonville.

Whether you form a team 
or walk individually the Shel-
ter Walk never disappoints 
participants. It is a perfect 
way to spend an autumn day 
for an important cause.  For 
more information please call 
NEKYS at 748-8732 or email 
nekys@nekys.org.

The Vermont Team Leadership Safety Program (VTLSP) from Danville has participated in Northeast Kingdom Youth Services’ Annual Shelter Walk 
for several years. All proceeds from the Walk benefit NEKYS’ Elm Street Shelter for homeless youth. These young people support this worthy cause 
while enjoying the fun, food and entertainment available that day.

Team Spirit important element at shelter walk
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By Marvin Minkler

In southern Vermont, there 
are two brutal deaths that 
seem at first totally uncon-

nected. Only a single drop of 
blood is found at both crime 
scenes, but the drop of blood 
does not match either of the 
murdered women. Then, when 
a young man is found dead in 
his smashed car, in what appears 
to be a drunk driving incident, 
one drop of blood is found on 
the vehicle’s dashboard. Is there 
a link?

With this perplexing series 
of crimes that now seem some-
how connected, it’s time for the 
Vermont Bureau of Investiga-
tions, headed by the reliable Joe 
Gunther. So, begins the latest in the ever-popular series of Joe Gun-
ther mysteries by Vermont’s own, Archer Mayor. The Red Herring 
starts off with a bang and never lets up, as the VBI team searches 
for clues that takes them all over the southern part of Vermont, and 
eventually to the Brookhaven National Lab on Long Island, where 
they study the very latest in cutting edge forensic equipment used to 
solve crimes.

Meanwhile Joe’s old flame Gail is running a gubernatorial cam-
paign, which puts her in the spotlight and Joe’s new romance, on the 
bench. As Joe closes in on the killer, the killer closes in on Joe; by 
planning to strike at the ones Joe loves the most.

It is always a harbinger of fall when a new Archer Mayor novel 
reaches my desk, and this fall it has brought one of his best. A page-
turner that combines the very best of police procedurals with small 
town life, love and death in Vermont, and a sure-fire bestseller.

Clear the nightstand, loyal readers Joe Gunther is back.
The Red Herring is published by Minotaur Books and all of 

Archer Mayor’s Joe Gunther books, can be found at our local inde-
pendent bookstores.

3020 Stanton Road, Danville, VT 05828
802-748-0948

Unique Figured Hardwood
Grown, harvested and milled in Vermont’s Northeast Kingdom

Nestled in a region with some of 
the finest eastcoast hardwoods, 
professional timberjacks search for 
character hardwood species to keep 
our lumber supply stocked with a 
wide range of unique hardwoods.

We own the manufacturing process 
from raw logs to kiln dried lumber. 
Our re-saw shop is complete with 
planing and edging capabilities, 
making us ideal for your custom needs.

We also offer a variety of Native Vermont hardwood 
flooring. Our signature “Country Mix is a combination 
of birch, maple and ash. As well as the classic cherry and 
wide pine floor options.

new
 punch cards 

now available!
Individual & Family 
memberships available. 

NEW punch cards 
    are also available!

From Oct. 2 through Nov. 20 the Northeast King-
dom Artisan’s Guild will present a multimedia exhibi-
tion “Continuous Threads – Creative Legacies of the 
Northeast Kingdom” in its Backroom Gallery.

The Artisan’s Guild was selected as one of a hand-
ful of organizations state-wide to host this Vermont 
State of Craft Showcase event. State of Craft is a multi-
year collaboration of the Vermont Craft Council, 
Bennington Museum, and Vermont Folklife Center 
to document, preserve and interpret the history of 
the contemporary crafts movement in Vermont. The 
“flagship” State of Craft exhibit continues at the Ben-
nington Museum through the late fall. Echoing the 
themes of the major show, the Guild’s “Continuous 
Threads” offers an opportunity to learn about the 
careers of individual artists as well as the organizations 
that have nurtured them. The exhibit will explore the 
creative threads local artisans have drawn from the 
region’s rich cultural and historic craft traditions; as 
well as the inspirational threads of the landscape and 
community which drew them to the region.

Featured artists include Jesse Larocque who con-
tinues the basket-making tradition of his Abenaki 
ancestors; printmakers Mary Simpson and Sheri Pearl 
and paper cutter Carolyn Guest grew up in the North-
east Kingdom have collaborated to exhibit examples 
of the successive generations of craftspeople in their 
family which inspires their work; and Delsie Hoyt is the 
fourth generation of women in her Northeast King-
dom family to braid rugs.

Several of the artisans included in the exhibit were 
drawn to the Northeast Kingdom by its landscape and 
weather, as well as its people and tightly knit commu-

nities. Printmaker Claire Van Vliet found a particular 
quality in the skies and weather patterns of Newark; the 
photographs of Richard Brown capture the character 
of the region’s farmers and working landscape. Potter 
Norma St. Germain was drawn here by an established 
and supportive community of artisans. Glassblower 
Harry Besett learned his craft through studio appren-
ticeships in the United States and in Sweden. He and 
his wife Wendy draw inspiration from the hills and 
meadows surrounding their Hardwick home in their 
collaborative creations which combine landscape 
painting encased in blown glass forms.

Besett and Hardwick blacksmith Lucian Avery will 
include examples of work created by their apprentices; 
illustrating the promising future of craft in the region.

The Northeast Kingdom Artisans Guild (748-
0158) is located at 430 Railroad St., St. Johnsbury and 
is open Monday through Saturday from 10:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m..

Continuous Threads – Creative 
Legacies of the Northeast Kingdom
New Exhibit At Northeast Kingdom Artisan’s Guild

Book Review: Red Herring

Bottle Redemption - Daily Lunch Specials - Lottery Tickets



BUSINESS DIRECTORY
 Business Identification at a Reasonable Price. $85/year. Includes Free Subscription.

Accounting & Tax Preparation

Kenneth M. Biathrow, CPA 
Tax preparation services -Personal, business, 
estate. Accounting services, financial statements 
review and compilation. P.O. Box 528, 364 Railroad 
St.,  St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-2200.

McCormick & Company P.C.
Dwight E. Lakey, CPA; Robin C. Gauthier, CPA. 
1360 Main Street, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819-2285. 
(802) 748-4914. (800) 516-CPAS. 

A.M. Peisch & Company LLP
A mid-size accounting firm with five office 
locations throughout VT. Specializing in individual 
and business tax preparation and planning, 
business consulting, and financial, retirement, 
and estate planning. Also maintaining separate 
financial statement audit, review and compilation 
services. Also providing recordkeeping and payroll 
services. Contact Richard Lyon, CPA, rlyon@
ampeisch.com and Anne Smith, CPA, asmith@
ampeisch.com, (802) 748-5654. 1020 Memorial Dr, 
St Johnsbury, VT 05819. Offices in St. Johnsbury, 
Colchester, Rutland, St. Albans, and White River 
Jct.

H&R Block
Tax, bookkeeping and payroll services. D. Neil 
Stafford, master tax advisor. 443 Railroad Street, 
Suite 1, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-5319. 
76 Main Street, PO Box 65, Littleton, NH 03561. 
Lyndonville Branch (Jan.-Apr.) 101 Depot Street, 
Lyndonville VT 05851. (802) 626-0884.

Lisa Burrington, EA, LLC
“Enrolled to practice before the IRS.” Tax and 
accounting services for individuals and small 
businesses. Address: 106 Hill Street Lyndonville, 
VT 05851 Phone: (802) 626-9140 Fax: (802) 626-
9141 Email: lisaburrington@myfairpoint.net.

Magnus & Associates
Tax planning and preparation, 459 Portland St., St. 
Johnsbury, Vt.. Contact Ed Magnus at (802) 748-
5555 or sungam@myfairpoint.net.

Antiques

Antiques & Emporium
Antiques, quality used furniture, glassware, clocks, 
handwoven wool rugs, large selection of fine and 
costume jewelery. Always buying gold, silver, 
and coins. Open Daily: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Closed 
Tuesdays. 182 South Wheelock Road, Lyndonville, 
VT 05851. (802) 626-3500. 

Saranac Street Antiques
We have filled Littleton’s historic Masonic Temple 
with the North Country’s largest selection of fine 
antique furniture. We also feature jewelry linens, 
White Mountain art, china and pottery from some 
of the area’s best known dealers. Open Wed.-Sun. 
at 10 a.m., Mon.-Tues. by chance. 141 Main Street, 
Littleton, NH 03561. (603) 444-4888.

Appliance Repair

Lewis Appliance
Factory Authorized Service and Repair for Maytag, 
JennAir, Asko,  Bosch and Frigidaire. Wayne 
Lewis, Waterford, VT. (802) 748-6561.

Architects

Directions Home
Mark Bromley, Architect. Professional residential 
architectural services at a fair price. Helping 
friends design responsible, energy efficient 
houses that feel like home. New Homes, 
Restorations, Remodels & Additions. (802) 
461-5471, DirectionsHome@gmail.com, www.
DirectionsHomeVT.com.

Attorneys

Law Office of Charles D. Hickey, PLC
General Practice of Law. 69 Winter St., PO Box 
127, St. Johnsbury, VT  05819-0127. (802) 748-3919.

Law Offices of Jay C. Abramson
Estate Planning, Long-Term Care Planning, Wills, 
Trusts, Real Estate. Certified Elder Law Attorney. 
1107 Main Street, Suite 101, St. Johnsbury, VT 
05819. (802) 748-6200.

Clarke D. Atwell, Esq., Gensburg & Atwell
Small business, Zoning, Cottage Law, Real 
Estate, Rights of Way, Estate Planning and Trusts, 
Probate Estate Administration, Guardianships, etc. 
364 Railroad St., St. Johnsbury, VT. (802) 748-5338 
or clarke@neklaw.net.

Auctioneers

Eaton Auction Service
Specializing in Antiques, Collectibles and Estate 
Sales. Personal and knowledgeable service. From 
one item to a whole household. Auctioneers: 
Chuck Eaton and Delsie Hoyt. Phone: (802) 
333-9717. Address: Fairlee, VT 05045. www.
eatonauctionservice.com

Jenkins Auction Service
We handle antiques, bankruptcies, benefits, 
estates and equipment. Auctioneers are Blake 
Jenkins Jr. and Kirby Parker. Visit us at www.
jenkinsauctionservice.com, E-mail us at sold@
jenkinsauctionservice.com or call (802) 748-9296.

Autobody Repair

Five Star Autobody
Certified collision repair center. Complete 
autobody repairs from glass to frame. George 
& Suzanne Mudge. Located off I-91, Exit 22, 604 
Lapierre Drive, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-
5321.

JJ’s Autobody
John Jefferson, Barnet, Vt. Expert collision and 
rust repair, discounts on all deductibles, complete 
glasswork, AC service and repair ASE and PPG 
certified, (802) 633-3902.

Automobile Repair

Cabot Garage Inc.
Family-owned and operated since 1955, we are a 
full-service auto repair facility located in Cabot, Vt, 
walking distance from the world Famous Cabot 
Creamery. For over 50 years we have provided 
honest and professional service and maintenance 
on all makes and models. M-F 8-4:30, Sat. by 
appointment, 3102 Main St., Cabot, VT., (802) 563-
2270, www.cabotgarage.net.

Banks

Passumpsic Savings Bank
Your Partner in Financial Success. 53 Route 2 West, 
Danville, VT 05828. (802) 684-8100. Other offices 
located in: Vermont: St. Johnsbury, Lyndonville, 
Island Pond, Newport, New Hampshire: Littleton, 
Lancaster, Groveton and Whitefield. Member FDIC. 
www.passumpsicbank.com

Books

Lyders Fine Books
A selection of modern first editions in fine condition. 
rlyders@fairpoint.net (802) 592-3086. Josette & 
RIchard Lyders, PO Box 250, Peacham, VT 05862.

Secondhand Prose
Purveyor of quality used books. Operated by 
Friends of the St. Johnsbury Athenaeum. Open: 
Tues., Thurs. and Sat. 11-3, Wed. 1-5 and Fri. 11-5, 
1222 Main Street, St. Johnsbury, VT  05819.

Cabinetry

Calendar Brook Cabinetry
Since 1979 – Custom Kitchen Cabinetry, Bathroom 
Vanities, Entertainment Centers, Tables, Doors, 
Architectural Millwork and Mouldings, Hardwoods 
and Hardwood Plywoods, Hardwood Flooring, 
Stone and Solid Surface and Laminate Tops.  
David Patoine, Master Craftsman. 4863 Memorial 
Drive, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-5658.

Scott Davis Cabinetmaker
Custom Handcrafted Furniture & Cabinetry.  
Millwork. Countertops avialable in Stone, Solid 
Suface, Butcher Block & Laminate.  Kitchen & Bath 
Design. Scott Davis, Owner, 1981 West Barnet Rd 
Barnet VT (802) 633-3637, sdaviscab@gmail.com, 
www.ScottDavisCabinetmakers.com.

Cleaning

Natural Cleaning Solutions
Creating a safe & healthy living environment. 
Business & residential cleaning services, including 
air ducts, dryer, vents, carpets, tile/grout, furniture, 
mattresses, and air & water purification. Call now 
for a free inspection of your air ducts. 728 Lower 
Waterford Rd, Waterford, VT 05819. (802) 748-5120, 
(603) 991-9962.

Computers

Parallax Management Services, Inc.
MS Access & database design; Excel 
programming; MS Office training/ automation; 
Quantitative analysis graphic design for Illustrator 
graphic designers; Computer presentation and 
public speaking skills training.  Data conversions, 
implementations, statistical analysis, forecasting 
and other individual and business services.  
Contact Dan Zucker, Danville, VT. www.
parallaxman.com  Email: zucker@parallaxman.com

wyBatap Personal Technology Assistant
On your schedule in your home/business. 
(Days - Evenings -Weekends) Desktop and 
Laptop Computers - Setup, Networking,Wireless, 
QuickBooks,”How To,” AntiVirus, Spyware, Data 
Recovery and more… Bob Roos, Barnet VT. (802) 
633-4395.  PersTech@wybatap.com

Northeast Computer Systems
Home & Business Computer Systems. Networking, 
Hardware, Service, Support and Software. 37 
Depot Street, PO Box 1059, Lyndonville,  VT 05851. 
(802) 626-1050. FAX (802) 626-5012. www.necomp.
com

Construction

A.C. Trades
Foundation and Sill Repair. Winter Selective Cut 
Logging (S.F.I. certified). Andy Cochran, PO Box 
106, Peacham VT 05862. (802) 684-9890.

Black Dog Builders
We are quality builders.  We employ innovative 
techniques in new construction and renovations.  
We build near zero energy buildings, perform 
home energy audits, and WE BUILD GREEN. Call 
(802) 748-9443 or visit blackdogbuildersvt.com.

Bob’s Construction
Foundations, Floors, Mobile Home slabs, 
Foundations under existing homes. 23 years 
experience. Price stays the same from beginning 
of the job to the end. ACI certified. Robert Barnes. 
(802) 626-8763. 

Calkins Rock Products, Inc.
Sale of Sand, Gravel and All Sizes of Ledge 
Products. Portable Crushing.  Route 5, PO Box 82, 
Lyndonville, VT 05851. (802) 626-5636.

DAL Builders
David A. Lavely. Design-build and construction 
management experience for residential and 
commercial projects. 26 years of local experience 
in new construction and renovations. PO Box 362 
Danville Vt 05828. Phone/Fax (802) 684-2116 or 
E-mail: dlavely@myfairpoint.net.

Fenoff & Hale Construction
All your construction needs. Fully insured. Timber 
frames, new homes, drywall & free estimates, 
remodeling, additions, roofing, siding and decks. 
Small or large projects, including interior and 
exterior painting. Phone: (802) 684-9955 or Fax: 
(802) 684-3414.

Gil’s Construction
Foundations & Floors. New Rapid Forms. Free 
Estimates. Gilman LaCourse. (802) 748-9476.

James F. Emmons Construction
For all your building, remodeling, painting and 
wallpapering needs. 1154 Bruce Badger Memorial 
Highway, Danville VT. (802) 684-3856. 

Laferriere Construction, Inc.
New construction, remodeling, custom work, 
residential & commercial. Dennis Laferriere,  525 
Wightman Rd, Danville, VT 05828.  (802) 684-3606. 
FAX (802) 684-3628.

Michael K. Walsh & Son, Builders
Custom new construction: Houses, decks, 
remodeling, renovations, restorations, additions, 
finish work, wallpapering.  High quality 
workmanship for over 30 years. Solid reputation. 
349 Calkins Camp Rd., Danville, VT 05828. (802) 
684-3977.

Northeast Foam
Spray-injected foam insulation. Air/vapor barrier 
installations. Quality assurance testing. Infrared 
testing. Coatings. Frank Hovey, Lead Technician. 
Call (802) 535-7241 or E-mail fhovey@gmail.com.

Ross C. Page Foundations
Concrete foundations & slabs. Residential, 
Agricultural & Commercial. Ross C. Page, 368 
Thaddeus Stevens Road, Peacham, VT 05862. (802) 
592-3382. FAX (802) 592-3382.

Ruggles Roofing
Offering environmentally friendly steel roofing 
designed to resist the hardest climates with many 
attractive colors to choose from. Also 30-year and 
lifetime waranty shingles to withstand 110 mph 
winds. Fully insured. (802) 467-1189.

Rob Keach Builders
Custom commercial & residential construction. No 
job too big or too small. 2300 Daniels Farm Rd., 
Waterford, VT 05819. (802) 748-5341 or (802) 283-
3627.

Todd Vendituoli Construction
Energy efficient homes, Energy Star, renovations, 
additions, remodeling and painting. 26 years 
of experience. www.tvendiconstruction.com or 
contact me at (802)-467-3388 or (802) 535-9595. 
E-mail: toddvendituoli@gmail.com.

Vermont Home Specialties
Sales center of Real Log Homes, Timberpeg Post & 
Beam, Corbond spray foam insulation & standing 
seam roofing, Medallion and Plain & Fancy 
Cabinetry, Soapstone, Granite, Corian & Laminate 
countertops, Woodland furniture, Hand-forged iron 
furniture, rugs, lighting, wreaths and special gifts for 
your home. Stop by our model log homes at 1535 
Route 2, West Danville, VT, (802) 684-1024.

William Graves Builders 
Working throughout Caledonia County for 32 years, 
serving as a building and renovation contractor for 
residences, barns, businesses and public facilities. 
We also offer project management services. We 
appreciate your calls and interest. PO Box 128, 329 
Cloud Brook Road, Barnet, VT 05821. (802) 633-
2579 . gravesbuild@myfairpoint.net

Cross-Country Skiing

Highland Lodge
Located in Greensboro, VT. 1860s inn and 
restaurant overlooking Caspian Lake. Unspoiled 
cross-country skiing. 50K groomed and track set. 
Never crowded. Stunning views. Greensboro/
Craftsbury ski link. Wonderful meals. Breakfast 
daily, lunch Tues.-Sun. in summer, lunch Thurs.-
Sun. in summer, Sunday brunch, dinner daily. 
Nature programs, cozy lodging with children’s 
play program in summer, sandy beach, boats and 
tennis. (802) 533-2647, info@highlandlodge.com 
and www.highlandlodge.com.

Dining

Highland Lodge
Located in Greensboro, VT. 1860s inn and 
restaurant overlooking Caspian Lake. Unspoiled 
cross-country skiing. 50K groomed and track set. 
Never crowded. Stunning views. Greensboro/
Craftsbury ski link. Wonderful meals. Breakfast 
daily, lunch Tues.-Sun. in summer, lunch Thurs.-
Sun. in summer, Sunday brunch, dinner daily. 
Nature programs, cozy lodging with children’s 
play program in summer, sandy beach, boats and 
tennis. (802) 533-2647, info@highlandlodge.com 
and www.highlandlodge.com.

Dry Cleaning

Palmer Bros. Dry Cleaning.
Shirt laundry, alterations, linen rentals for special 
occasions. Pick-up and delivery available at 
Hastings Store in West Danville. Open Mon.,Tues. & 
Thurs. 7-5:30, Wed & Fri. 7-6, Sat. 8-12. Eastern Ave., 
St. Johnsbury, VT. (802) 748-2308.

Education

Community College of Vermont
An open admissions college, CCV provides 
convenient, affordable and quality education to 
over 9,000 students each year. Day, evening and 
weeknd courses offered at 12 locations throughout 
Vermont and online. Apply online to pursue an 
associate degree, improve job skills or just explore 
something new. 1197 Main Street, St. Johnsbury, 
(802) 748-6673. 100 Main Street, Newport, (802) 
334-3387. www.ccv.edu, inquire@ccv.edu.

Electrical Service

Matt Pettigrew Electric
New homes (conventional frame, post & beam 
or log) renovations or service upgrade (aerial or 
underground). Heating system controls, generator 
installations and all other phases of electrical work 
in a professional manner. Licensed in VT & NH. 
Danville, VT. (802) 751-8201.

Greaves Electrical Services
Free estimates. Fully licensed and insured. Call Tim 
Greaves, owner, Office: (802) 563-2550 Cell: (802) 316-
6961 or send an email to greaveselc@aol.com. P.O. 
Box 124 Cabot, Vt. 05647

Elecrical Sales & Service

Byrne Electronic Service Center
New & Used Television, VCR and other consumer 
electronic sales. Factory authorized service center for 
several brands. Professional repair service on all TV’s, 
VCR’s, Stereos and pro audio equipment. 159 Eastern 
Ave., St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-2111.

Excavation

Compact Excavation Services
Including stumps, trenches, drainage, crushed stone 
driveways, york raking, small building demolition, 
small foundations, tree length brush removed, rock 
retaining walls built, excavator (with thumb) picks 
up most anything. Also trucking and trailer to 10,000 
pounds and 30’ long. Matt Pettigrew, Danville, VT. (802) 
751-8201.

C&C Bunnell Excavating
Site Work, Septic Systems, Bulldozing, Roads, Ponds 
and Trucking Sand, Topsoil, Gravel & Stone Deliveries. 
Calvin Bunnell, Joe’s Brook Rd., Barnet, VT 05821. (802) 
633-3413.

Fabrics

Sewin’ Love Fabric Shoppe
Quality fabrics, batting, sewing supplies, buttons, 
patterns, books, embroidery floss, finished quilts & 
table runners, lessons at all levels (both group & 
individual). Open Tues., Thurs., Sat. 10-5, Wed. 10-7, Fri. 
12:30-5, Sun. 10-5 (seasonally), closed Mon. Located 
on Hill Street at the blinking light in Danville, VT. 
(802) 684-9790, sewinlovefabric@gmail.com, www.
sewinlovefabrics.com

Farm Equipment

Paul’s Farm Service
Paul D. Bergeron. Serving Agricultural Needs with 
Integrity Since 1976. Sales, service and parts for Same, 
Deutz Fahr and Zetor lines. 514 West Main Street 
(US RT 2) Concord, VT 05824. (802) 695-2500

Farm & Feed

Morrison’s Feed Bag
Family-owned and operated since 1983. 
Knowledgeable and courteous staff. High quality 
pet foods and supplies, Wild bird seed, muck boots, 
clothing, fencing, horse tack and supplies, wood 
pellets and much more. Come see us at 1186 
Memorial Drive, St. Johnsbury, VT or call (802) 748-
0010, www.morrisonfeeds.com.

Fencing

All Types of Fencing
Commercial, Agricultural and Residential. Chain 
Link, High Tensile, Barbed Wire, Woven Wire and 
Ornamental. Gordon Goss. (802) 633-2822. Cell (802) 
777-0919. Fax (802) 633-3405. gossmaple@kingcon.
com

Flooring

The Carpet Connection, Inc.
The flooring specialists. All types of  floor covering 
and supplies. Largest selection in the state. Sales and 
installation. 199 Depot Street, Lyndonville, VT 05851. 
(802) 626-9026 or (800) 822-9026.

Country Floors    
Complete Flooring Sales & Installation. Carpeting, 
Vinyl, Hardwood, Ceramic Tile, Area Rugs. Stanley H. 
& Joanne C. Martin, Hollister Hill Road, Plainfield, VT 
05667. (802) 454-7301.

Chuck’s Flooring & Tile  
Service with integrity for all your flooring needs. 
Independantly owned and operated. 205 VT Route 
114, East Burke, VT 05832, (802) 626-9011, www.
chucksflooring.com.

Greg’s Floor Sanding  
Wood floor installation, sanding & refinishing. 
Professional, respectful, insured. 1797 Danville-
Peacham Rd, Barnet, VT. (802) 684-3318.

Florists

All About Flowers 
All occasion florist featuring the freshest flowers and 
plants in town. A fine selection of silk flowers and 
customized food baskets. A unique variety of gift items. 
Wedding and funeral arrangements for all budgets. 
Wire service available. 10% senior discount not 
applicable with other discounts. 196 Eastern Avenue, 
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-5656 or (800) 499-
6565.

The Flower Basket
Flowers, plants, gifts, balloons, Yankee Candles and 
other magical things. Local delivery service available. 
156 Daniels Road, Hardwick, VT 05843. Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30. 
Sat. 9-3. (802) 472-3397. www.theflowerbasket.biz

Forestry

McMath Forestry
Complete Ecological Forestland Management 
Services. David McMath, Forester, Beth Daut, Forester, 
4875 Noyestar Road, East Hardwick, VT 05836. (802) 
472-6060. Toll Free: (866) 462-6284. www.mctree.com

Everts Forest Management
Timber Inventories & Appraisals. Timber Sales. Tax 
Assistance. Forest Management Plans. NH License 
No. 207. Peter Everts, 278 Cloudy Pasture Lane, West 
Barnet, VT 05821. (802) 592-3088.

Fuel

Hopkins Oil-Bourne’s Energy
Propane oil, kerosene, on and off-road diesel. 24-hour 
emergency service for our customers. Family-owned 
company since 1946. 230 Main St., Lyndonville, VT. 
(802) 626-9859, www.bournes.net.



BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Business Identification at a Reasonable Price. $85/year. Includes Free Subscription.

Gardening & Greenhouses

Fine Garden Design
Landscape design and consulting services.  
Offering creative and fresh approaches to 
kitchen gardens,perennial gardens and complete 
landscape design.  Inspiring gardeners and 
cultivating beautiful landscapes since 1995. Angie 
Knost, Certified Professional Horticulturist, Walden, 
VT (802) 563-2535

Red Barn Nursery & Farm
Purchase plants from our gardens or our 
greenhouse. We use all natural organic fish 
emulsions - no chemicals. Open M-T 3-7 p.m., 
W-Sun. 9-5 p.m. 330 Red Barn Rd., Danville, VT. 
(802) 748-9659.

Glass Sales & Service

Mayo’s Glass Service, Inc.
Commercial, Residential, Auto, Vinyl, Fiberglass 
& Aluminum Windows, Awnings & Doors. Plate 
Glass, Mirrors, Insulated Glass. 744 Portland Street, 
St. Johnsbury, VT. (802) 748-8895. 

Hair Care

Country Styles Family Hair Care
Janet L. Carson. Located at the K.P. Hall on the 
top of Hill Street, Danville, VT 05828.  Follow the 
handicapped accessible ramp. Home service 
available to shut-ins. (802) 684-2152. 

Health Care Providers

Danville Health Center   
General Health Services for all ages. Open M-F. 
Mariel Hess, N.P.; Tim Tanner, M.D.; and Sharon 
Fine, M.D.; Jeniane Daniels, PA-C; 26 Cedar Lane, 
Danville, VT 05828. (802) 684-2275. (800) 489-2275 
(VT).

Lyndonville Family Chiropractic
Contributing to the health of the community for 
over 17 years. Offering a holistic approach to 
healthcare utilizing chiropractic, acupuncture, 
nutrition and massage therapy. Karson Clark, D.C.; 
Stacey Clark, D.C. 11 Hill Street, Lyndonville, VT 
05851. (802) 626-5866. 

HealthSource Chiropractic 
Back & neck pain eliminated, quickly & easily. Dr. 
Jeremy Ste. Marie, D.C. Dr. Marjorie Ste. Marie, 
D.C. 32 Hill Street Danville, VT 05828 (802) 684-
9707 or www.healthsourcechiro.com.

Hardwick Chiropractic
BioGeometric Integration is a gentle, effective 
chiropractic approach that allows your system 
to heal and to become increasingly adept 
at correcting itself. Dr. Grace Johnstone, Dr. 
Rick Eschholz and Dr. Teri Dodge. 54 School 
Circle, East Hardwick, VT. (802) 472-3033. www.
hardwickchiropractic.com

Linda Sayers, Reiki Master 
Reiki is an ancient, hands-on healing art, which 
supports the body’s ability to heal itself. Reiki 
promotes deep relaxation and helps release 
physical and emotional blockages.   Linda Sayers, 
Reiki Master Teacher and Lightwork Practitioner. 
63 Norway Road, Greensboro Bend, VT 05842. 
(802) 533-2378. 

Dan Wyand, PT & Associates
Rehabilitation of Sports Injuries, Orthopedics and 
Neuromuscular Disorders. Sherman Dr., P.O. Box 
68, St. Johnsbury,VT 05819. (802) 748-3722/1932. 
Lyndon,VT. (802) 745-1106.

Thousand Hands Massage Therapy
Laurajean “LJ” Stewart, Licensed Massage 
Therapist, 60 Monument Circle, PO Box 129, 
Barnet, VT 05821. Located at the Barnet Tradepost. 
(802) 633-2700.  samuraihini@hotmail.com.

Copley Hospital
A leader in primary care, women’s and children’s 
services, general surgery and orthopedics.  24-
hour emergency services, center for outpatient 
services, rehabilitation and wellness programs. 
Morrisville, 888-8888, copleyvt.org.

Hearing Service

Armstrong’s Better Hearing Service
STARKEY and WIDEX Custom digital hearing 
aids. Batteries, accessories, all-make repairs, 
free hearing consultations, free viewing of the 
ear canal, free demo of the newest technology. 
Sandra Day, BC-HIS, Rebecca Armstrong and 
Isabelle Armstrong. Consultants and Licensed 
Hearing Aid Dispensers. 198 Eastern Ave., St. 
Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-4852. (800) 838-
4327.

Historic Preservation

S.A. Fishburn, Inc.
Historic preservation and design featuring wooden 
sash restoration, historic plaster repair, architectural 
millwork and fine custom cabinetry. (802) 684-2524. 
safishburn@gmail.com or www.safishburn.net

Insurance

Berwick Agency, Inc.
Providing insurance for home, farm, automobile 
and business. Licensed in VT & NH. Est. in 1957. 
Licensed in NH & VT. Jeff Berwick. Located at 185 
Church Street, Peacham VT 05862. Phone: (802) 
592-3234, Fax: (802) 592-3241.

Barrett Insurance
Family-owned and operated, serving the insurance 
needs of the Northeast Kingdom. Agency Principal 
Richard “Dick” Barrett, along with his son Mike and 
daughter in-law Jenn are licensed in both Vermont 
and New Hampshire. Since 1989, providing 
insurance for Vermont’s hard working farmers and 
business owners. Great choices of coverage for 
your Home, Auto, Recreational vehicles and more. 
Let our family help protect your family. (802) 748-
5224, (800) 870-5223 info@thebarrettagency.com

Caledonia Insurance Agency, Inc.
Locally owned and operated since 1977. Offering 
competetive rates for home, auto, motorcycle, 
ATV, snowmobile, boats, antique & classic cars, 
farm, business auto, general liability, commercial 
property & workmen’s comp. When you see 
us, don’t think insurance - but when you see 
insurance, think us. 663 Old Center Rd, PO Box 36, 
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-8797, agent@
caledoniainsurance.com.

Investments

Investment Watch
Independent investment research, portfolio 
analysis and strategy. Rachel Siegel, CFA. (802) 
633-3977. rsiegel@hughes.net

Jewelry

Old Coins & Jewelry Shop
Buying: Silver and Gold Coins, Mint Sets, Scrap 
Gold and Silver, Wheat Cents, Coin Collections, 
Diamond and Gold Jewelry. Selling: Collector 
Coins and Sport Cards and Supplies, New 
and Estate Jewelry, Body Jewelry, Magic and 
Pokemon and Yu-Gi-Oh Cards. 10 Eastern Avenue, 
St. Johnsbury, VT. (802) 748-9174.

Lawn Care & Landscaping

LND Landscaping
Excavating - Hauling - Brush hog -  Tilling 
- Driveways - Lawnmowing - Walkways - 
Stonewalls - Steps - Fencing - Cleanup - Planting 
- Snow Plowing - Sanding and more. Tim or Dave, 
Barre and Wolcott. (802) 479-0029.

Don’s Lawn Care & Snowplowing
St. Johnsbury-Danville area. Reasonable rates and 
quality service. Danville, VT, (802) 748-2504.

Lodging

Highland Lodge
Located in Greensboro, VT. 1860s inn and 
restaurant overlooking Caspian Lake. Unspoiled 
cross-country skiing. 50K groomed and track set. 
Never crowded. Stunning views. Greensboro/
Craftsbury ski link. Wonderful meals. Breakfast 
daily, lunch Tues.-Sun. in summer, lunch Thurs.-
Sun. in summer, Sunday brunch, dinner daily. 
Nature programs, cozy lodging with children’s 
playprogram in summer, sandy beach, boats and 
tennis. (802) 533-2647, info@highlandlodge.com 
and www.highlandlodge.com.

Marshfield Inn & Motel
Quiet country accommodations on 37 acres 
mid-way between Montpelier and St. Johnsbury. 
Enjoy our nature trail, full breakfast menu and 
Winooski river view.  Close to Cabot Creamery, 
lots of maple farms and Groton State Forest. Ask 
about our pet-friendly rooms! Call (802) 426-3383 
for reservations. Visit www.marshfieldinn.com for 
more information.

Log Homes

Goodridge Lumber
Cedar log homes, cedar log siding, rough 
and finished cedar lumber and permachink 
products. Quality, white cedar logs and lumber 
from Vermont’s Northeast Kingdom since 1974. 
Colleen Goodridge and sons, Albany, Vt., 05820. 
Phone: (802) 755-6298, FAX: (802) 755-6166, www.
goodridgelumber.com.

Vermont Home Specialties, Inc.
Real Log Homes, Timberpeg Post and Beam, 
Corbond sprayed foam insulation, standing seam 
roofing, Medallion and Plain & Fancy Cabinetry, 
Fine Furnishings for your Home, Custom Orders! 
1513 Rt. 2 West Danville, VT 05873 (802) 684-1024.

Lumber & Building Materials

Caledonia Lumber
Cedar lumber, a safe, local, natural alternative 
to pressure treated. Rough or surfaced to your 
specifications. Custom sawing available for all 
your lumber and building material needs.  Located 
at 754 Station Road in Sutton, (802)-535-8643.

Wheeler Building Materials, Inc.
All your building needs including the kitchen 
sink! Valspar paints and Cabot exterior stains. 
Boom truck and forklift truck delivery available. 29 
Church Street, Lyndonville, VT. (802) 626-5102.

Maple Syrup

Sugar Ridge Farm
Pure Maple Syrup & Maple Products.  “Vermont 
Seal of Quality.” Available by mail. MC & Visa 
accepted. Free brochure. Stephen & Diane Jones, 
566 Stannard Mt. Rd., Danville, VT 05828. (800) 
748-0892.

Broadview Farm Maple
Pure VT Maple Syrup available in Grade A Fancy, 
Medium Amber, Dark Amber and Grade B.  
“Vermont Seal of Quality.” Maple Cream, Maple 
Candy and Maple Sugar are available. We ship 
via UPS or Parcel Post. Joe Newell,  442 York 
Street, Lyndonville, VT 05851. (802) 626-8396. joe@
newells.net

Gadapee Family Sugarhouse
Pure VT Maple Syrup in a variety of containers. 
Maple cream, candy, sugar, maple jelly and maple 
granola to order. We have the “Vermont Seal of 
Quality” and we ship. See us at the Caledonia 
County Farmers Market (May-October), Saturdays 
in St. Johnsbury and Wednesdays in Danville. 718 
Calkins Camp Rd., Danville, VT 05828. (802) 684-
3323. gadmaple@together.net

Rowell Sugarhouse
Visit a real sugarhouse. Open year round. See 
our sugaring equipment. Maple products, gifts, 
country crafts, VT shirts, woodenware, baskets, 
honey, souvenirs and more. We will ship your 
order. MC/ Visa/DS. Rt. 15, Walden, VT 05873. 
(802) 563-2756.

Masons

C.T. Cushman Masonry
Chimneys, Fireplaces, Patios, Stonewalls, Slate & 
Flagstone Walkways, Steps, Chimney and Foundation 
Repairs, Brick & Stone Veneer. 35 Years Experience. 
Chimney Cleaning. (802) 748-2221.

Plumb Line Masonry
Brick, block and stone for fireplaces, chimneys, walls, 
steps, patioes, etc. Contact Steven Towsley at.(802) 
748-6595, (802) 535-8709, plumblinemasonry@
myfairpoint.net, or visit www.plumblinemasonry.com. 

4 Generations Masonry
Masonry Construction & Repair. Brick, Stone, Block. 
Fireplaces, Chimneys, Veneer, Patios, Walkways.  
Dana Armstrong, West Danville, (802) 535-5948.

Meat

Lewis Creek Jerseys Badger Brook Meats
Vince Foy & Deb Yonker. Retailing Certified Organic 
Angus Beef, naturally raised pork and lamb from 
our farm store in North Danville, VT. Call ahead for 
directions and availability. (802) 748-8461.

Second Chance Farm
Retailing certified organic pork, beef, turkey, chicken 
and eggs. 100% natural lamb. 36 cuts to choose from. 
North Danville, Vt. (802) 748-1975

Music Studio

Vermont Sky Digital Audio
16-Track Professional Recording Studio for Singers, 
Songwriters, Students and Bands.  Advertising Jingles; 
Creative Consulting and Guitar Classes. Barnet, VT 
05821.  (802) 633-2523.

Natural Foods

St. Johnsbury Food Co-op
490 Portland St., St. Johnsbury, VT. A community-
based, cooperatively owned natural foods store. A 
great place to buy fresh, local and organic foods, 
gather to meet and make friends, take a workshop and 
be part of a place that aspires to meet the needs of our 
greater community. Member or not, anyone can shop! 
Visit www.stjfoodcoop.com or call (802) 748-9498. 
Open Mon-Wed, Sat 9-6, Thurs-Fri 9-7 and Sun. 11-4.

Old Barns

The Barn People
Since 1974 Vintage Vermont barns purchased, 
dismantled, restored  & reassembled elsewhere. Great 
for homes, additions, Great Rooms, studios, backyard 
offices and oddly enough …barns. Ken Epworth, 
2218 US RT 5 N, Windsor, VT 05089. (802) 674-5898. 
barnman@sover.net

Opticians

Optical Expressions
Your Family Eye-Care Center. Eye Exams, Contact 
Lenses and Consultation  for Laser-Eye Surgery. Green 
Mountain Mall, St. Johnsbury Center, VT (802) 748-
3536.

Pain Therapy

Hands of Experience
Massage techniques to treat pain, injury, illness, 
arthritis, depression, fatigue, anxiety and more. 
Specializing in treatment of migraines. Will develop 
a unique treatment plan to fit your needs.Paul 
Whittall, Barnet Tradepost Wellness Center, 60 
Monument Circle, Barnet, VT, 802-633-2700 x6, www.
BarnetTradepost.com

Painting

Tom’s Painting
Interior - Exterior - Clean, neat, dependable. quality 
work for over 25 years. Call Tom Perry at (802) 563-
2576 for all your painting needs. Located at 693 Upper 
Harrington Road, West Danville, VT 05873.

Fenoff & Hale Painting 
A division of Fenoff & Hale Construction. Interior and 
exterior professional quality work. No job too large or 
too small. Fully Insured. Free estimates. 1085 Route 
2 East Danville VT 05828 Phone: (802) 684-9955 Fax: 
(802)684-3414.

Pet Care

Karen’s Kindred Spirit Pet Care
Pet sitting care in the comfort of your pet’s home. 
Vacation coverage and daily services provided. 
Specializing in dogs, cats and small animals in 
Danville, St. Johnsbury, Ryegate, Barnet and Peacham. 
Experience with animals that have special needs. 
Responsible and fully insured with references. (802) 
461-6790 (cell) or (802) 684-3349.

Photography

Jenks Studio Photography
4th generation photographer Robert C. Jenks 
specializing in all your photography needs; portraits 
(including children and high school seniors), weddings 
& commercial. VIew our online gallery from our 
Web site at www.jenksstudio1886.com or E-mail 
jenksstudio@charterinternet.com. PO Box 98, 1204 
Main St., St. Johnsbury VT. (802 )748-3421

Plumbing & Heating

Greenwood’s Plumbing & Heating
New Construction, repairs, water heaters, bathroom 
& kitchen remodeling. Energy efficient wood or oil-
fired heating systems, radiant & solar heating-water 
treatment systems, Gould water pump installation. 
GPDA member, fully-insured, free estimates. Contact 
Tony Greenwood at tonygph@live.com, (802) 748-
1370,  145 Railroad Street St. Johnsbury, Vt.

Walden Heights Heating
Providing full-service & installation of propane & oil 
fired units including boilers, hot air systems, radiant 
heating, water heating & cooking. From your heating 
to cooking needs, give Lloyd Rowell a call at (802) 563-
2233 or (802)-793-6092. Fully insured.

Portable Bathrooms

Bedor’s Royal Throne
Rentals by day, weekend or month. Whether you’re 
camping or getting married, we have exceptionally 
clean, fresh porta bathrooms to fit all your needs! 
100% biodegradable odor block, (802) 748-1605, 
Toll Free 1-800-493-6945. Visit us at www.bedors.
com.

Real Estate

Morrill & Guyer Associates
791 Broad Street, Lyndonville, VT 05851. (802) 
626-9111. Fax (802) 626-6913. realestate@
homeinthekingdom.com, www.homeinthekingdom.
com

Century 21 Quatrini Real Estate
Susan S. Quatrini, GRI, Broker-Owner. 1111 Main 
Street. St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-9543 or 
(802) 748-3873.  c21qre@sover.net

David A. Lussier Real Estate
Farms, Acreage, Homes and Investment Properties. 
540 Main Street,  PO Box 872, Lyndonville, VT  
05851.  (802) 626-9541 or (802) 626-8482. Lussier@
kingcon.com, www.lussierrealestateagency.com

Begin Realty Associates   
10 VT Route 2, “On the Green.” in Danville.  
Specializing in residential property, vacation 
homes, land and farms. Realtors Barb and Debbie, 
(802) 684-1127, www.beginrealty.com.

Century 21 Farm & Forest Realty Inc.  
Nicholas Maclure, managing broker. Derby, VT 
Office: (802) 334-1200, Cell: (802) 673-8876, nick@
farmandforest.com and Annette Dalley, managing 
broker, East Burke, VT, Office: (802) 626-4222, 
Cell: (802) 467-3939, annette@farmandforest.com. 
Our goal is to help you find your “peace” of the 
Kingdom. www.farmandforest.com.

Real Estate Appraisal

Reynolds Real Estate Appraisal Services
VT Certified Appraisers, Donald Morrill and Annie 
Guyer. 791 Broad Street, Lyndonville, VT 05851. 
(802) 626-9357. reynolds@charterinternet.com

Sewing and Vacuums

North Country Vac & Sew
Home of Defender Vacuum, made locally.  Wide 
choice of new vacuums, uprights, canisters and 
backpacks. Service, parts and supplies for most 
makes. Sewing machine dealer for domestic 
Necchi and commercial Artisan. Parts and 
expert service for most makes. Scissor and knife 
sharpening.  442 Portland St. (next to Sherwin-
Williams Paint), St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 
748-9190.

Small Engine Repair

Harry’s Repair Shop
Snowmobiles, Snowblowers, Motorcycles, Lawn 
tractors, ATV’s and Rototillers. Harry Gammell, 
VT RT 15, Walden, VT 05873. (802) 563-2288.

Tires

Berry Tire Co., Inc.
New tire sales and automotive repair. Everett Berry, 
1545 Red Village Road, Lyndonville, VT 05851.  (802) 
626-9326.

Trees

Bedor’s Tree Service
Providing all tree care services. Always 
professional! Always safe! Fully insured. Schedule 
a free estimate. (802) 748-1605 or toll free 1-800-
493-6945.

Veterinarians

Northern Equine Veterinary Services
Steve B. Levine. Practice limited to horses. Saturday 
appointments available. (802) 684-9977. 254 RT 2, 
Danville, VT 05828. www.northernequine.com 

Danville Animal Hospital
Lisa D. Whitney, D.V.M. Small animal care. Office 
hours by appointment. 549 Route 2 East, Danville, 
VT, (802) 684-2284.

Volunteers

R.S.V.P.
Do you have some free time? Do you want to help 
an organization in the Northeast Kingdom as a 
volunteer?  For information call the Retired and 
Senior Volunteer Program and the Volunteer Center 
at (802) 626-5135 or (802) 334-7047.

Graphic/Web Design

TMiller Web Design
Custom website design for individuals, small 
businesses and organizations.  Personal service 
at reasonable rates. Terry Miller, Peacham, VT. 
(802) 592-3153. terry@tmillerwebdesign.com, www.
tmillerwebdesign.com.

AMCK Web & Print Design
Terrific website, graphic design and integrated 
marketing to spotlight your small business. 
Web design: hand-crafted websites, custom 
images, Flash, search engine optimization, and 
more. Graphic Design: brand identity, printed 
materials, expert image editing. From concept to 
completion, I offer personal service tat a common 
sense price. Visit my website to learn more: 
www.amckwebandprint.com. Anne McKinsey, 
Passumpsic, VT; (802) 748-3322.

Welding

Walbridge Welding
Repairs and new fabrication of steel, stainless steel 
and aluminum. Located under Portland St. Bridge 
in St. Johnsbury or with portable equipment at your 
location. Dale Walbridge. W (802) 748-2901; H (802) 
584-4088.
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Danville Dental Group, PLC
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

G E N E R A L  A N D  F A M I L Y  D E N T I S T R Y

Stuart V. Corso, D.M.D.  Ragu Murty, D.M.D.

PO Box 230 • 31 Mountain View Drive, Danville, VT 05828

(802) 684-1133
www.danvilledentalgroup.com

Dr. Richard Leven
Dr. Stephen Feltus

 Annual

$99*

     y ewearEvent

$99 Package:
l Single vision plastic lenses

$129 Lined Bi-Focal Package &
$199 No-Line Bi-Focal Package
l Plus FREE one year limited warranty with all packages
l Frames ~ choose from a large group of stylish frames

* Some restrictions apply. This eyeware event does not include eye exam.  Offer Expires October 30, 2010

Maxim M250 Outdoor Pellet Boiler

(2) 2009 Models
left at $200 
Below Cost

APPALACHIAN
SUPPLY

“Home of the Bad Guys”
4581 Memorial Drive

St. Johnsbury, Vt. • 802-748-4513
970 Meadow Street

Littleton, N.H. • 603-444-6336

FALL
SALE

Only Independent Pharmacy in St. Johnsbury
“Dedicated to your good health”

415 Railroad St. w St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 w (802)748-3122

OCTOBER 2010

v Breast Cancer Awareness Month
v AIDS Awareness Month

v October 18-24  National Business Women’s Week

Mark your calendar

Skip and Debbie Gray 
brought a Mexican flair to the 
Dinner Foodie series when 
they hosted the fourth event 
in the series to benefit the 
Pope Memorial Library on 
Sept. 12.

The movie from which 
our guest executive chef, 
Debbie Gray, took her inspi-
ration was Like Water for 
Chocolate. It is a story about 
a thwarted love in which the 
protagonist (Tita) expresses 
her grand passion through 
her magical cooking.  During 
the course of the story, Tita 
is able to mold her love and 
passion into such magnificent 
culinary creations so as to 
actually induce her emotions, 
be they regret and longing 
or passion and love, into her 
unsuspecting guests partaking 
of her meals.  At one point 
she creates a meal of rose 
petals and quail that literally 

‘ignites’ her sister with such 
a passion as to ‘set fire’ to a 
building.  

Debbie, along with her 
sous chefs,  Susan Tallman 
and Henretta Splain, tried to 
make some ‘culinary magic’ 
of their own  To whet the 
guests appetites the evening 
began with a homemade gua-
camole and fresh summer 
tomato salsa served with Fruit 
Sangria and Mexican beer on 
a colorfully decorated porch 
strung with ‘chili pepper’ 
lights. 

As dinner moved inside 
the guests were treated with 
a black bean chili served with 
a side of spicy jalapeno onion 
marmalade. To further spice 
up the evening Debbie pre-
sented two different enchilada 
dishes; rosa and verde – both 
equally meltingly exquisite.

Skip lent a hand to the 
proceedings by whipping up 

a Caesar salad which matched 
perfectly with Debbie’s tasty 
Mexican entree.  Served along 
with jalapeno/cheese corn 
bread and honey butter the 
meal was worthy of Debbie’s 
inspiration, Tita.  

Fortunately, while none 
of Debbie and Skip’s guests 
ignited the room, their offer-
ings served to warm the room 
on a very chilly night! 

To round out the evening, 
a Mexican chocolate banana 
skillet cake and homemade 
authentic Mexican flan was 

served.   Debbie, Skip and the 
crew did their best to pres-
ent some extraordinary fla-
vors to their guests and while 
there was no final conflagra-
tion (thank goodness), all 13 
guests expressed their grati-
tude with many thanks and a 
donation for a well executed 
and ‘inspired’ dinner.

The next in the series, 
will feature a Greek cuisine 
inspired by My Big Fat Greek 
Wedding scheduled for Oct. 
15.  Inquiries to attend may 
be made at the Pope Library 

(684-2256) or by contacting 
Susan Tallman at 684-3836 or 
Henrietta Splain at 563-2478.  

If you would like to attend 
one of the series please let us 
know as the seating for each 
event is limited. The sug-
gested donation is $25.

If you would like to host 
a dinner foodie event, the 
selections and sample menus 
and instructions are available 
at the Pope Memorial Library.  
Again, please direct inquiries 
to the above mentioned peo-
ple.

Mexican menu 
ignites food series

  
Peacham Library

Monday, Wednesday, Fri-
day and Saturday

10 a.m. - Noon

Tuesday and Thursday
1 - 7 p.m.
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lyndon institute 
athletic events ~ Fall 2010

good  lUcK viKiNgS
Paul Wheeler, Athletic Director

VARSITY FOOTBALL

JUNIOR VARSITY FOOTBALL

VARSITY & JV GIRLS SOCCER
FROSHMAN FOOTBALL

VARSITY & JV BOYS SOCCER

FIELD HOCKEY

CROSS COUNTRY

WHEELER
Building Materials Inc

29 Church Street
Lyndonville, VT 05851
(802) 626-5102
or 626-5040

Wheeler Sports
Team Sports Products

Images Of Vermont
Silkscreening and Embroidery

246 Church Street
Lyndonville, VT 05851

(802) 626-8235
Fax: (802) 626-6180

Email: wheel56@together.net

Fri. 10/1   at  Colchester   7:00

Sat. 10/9   at  Mt. Mansfield   2:30

Sat. 10/16   at  Otter Valley    1:00

Sat. 10/23   (H)  RICE   1:00

Sat. 10/30   at  St. Johnsbury  1:00

Mon. 10/11   at  St. Johnsbury   4:00

Mon. 10/25   at Hartford 4:00

Wed. 10/6   at  North Country   6:00

Wed. 10/20   (H) NORTH COUNTRY 4:00

Sat. 10/2   at  Thetford Invite 10:00

Tues. 10/5   at  Harwood 4:30

Sat. 10/9   at  Peoples Invite 10:00

Wed. 10/13   at  North Country 4:30

Sat. 10/16   at  Harwood Invite 10:00

Mon. 10/18   at Lake Region Relays 4:30

Sat. 10/23   at Harwood (League) 11:00

Sat. 10/30   at Thetford (States) 10:00

Fri. 10/1   at  Harwood 3:45

Tues. 10/5   at  Rice 3:45

Thurs. 10/7   (H)  U-32 3:45

Sat. 10/9   (H)  MISSISQUOI 10:00

Wed. 10/13   at  Montpelier 3:45

Fri. 10/15   (H)  NORTH COUNTRY 3:45

Tues. 10/19   (H)  SPAULDING 3:45

Thurs. 10/21   at  Milton 3:45

Sat. 10/2   at  Harwood 11:00

Wed. 10/6   (H)  MONTPELIER 4:00

Fri. 10/8   (H) PEOPLES 4:00

Tues. 10/12   (H)  ST. JOHNSBURY 4:00

Thurs. 10/14   at Northfield 4:00

Wed. 10/20   (H)  SPAULDING 4:00

Fri. 10/22   at  Thetford 4:00

Fri. 10/1   (H)  U-32 4:00

Tues. 10/5   (H)  NORTHFIELD  4:00

Thurs. 10/7   (H)  PEOPLES 4:00

Sat. 10/9   at Lake Region 12:00

Wed. 10/13   at  Stowe 4:00

Fri. 10/15   at  Harwood 4:00

Tues. 10/19   (H)  SPAULDING 4:00

Sat. 10/23   (H) THETFORD 11:00

Danville School 2010 Schedule
Athletic Director: Tammy Rainville

1 @ BFA Fairfax 4:00PM

5 Enosburg Falls 4:00PM

7 @ Winooski 4:00PM

13 Hazen Union 4:00PM

15 Oxbow 4:00PM

19 Lake Region 4:00PM

23 @ Richford 11AM

O
c
to

b
e

r

US Route 2  Danville, VT  (802) 684-2574
Mon.-Thurs. 5:30 a.m.-8:30 p.m. • Fri. & Sat. 7 a.m.-9 p.m. • Sun. 7 a.m.-8 p.m.

Boys Varsity Soccer

6 Oxbow 4:00PM

8 Hazen Union School 4:00PM

12 @ Lake Region Union 4:00PM

14 BFA Fairfax 4:00PM

20 @ Winooski 6:00PM

22 Richford 4:00PM

O
c
to

b
e

r

Girls Varsity Soccer

5 @ Cabot 4 PM

7 Twinfi eld 4:30 PM

11 Hazen Union 4:30 PM

14 @ St. Johsnbury 5:15 PM

Boys Middle School Soccer

O
c
to

b
e

r

4 @ Concord 4:30 PM

7 Twinfi eld 4:30 PM

11 Hazen Union School 4:30 PM

14 @ St. Johnsbury 4 PM

Girls Middle School Soccer

O
c
to

b
e

r

The
Creamery
Restaurant

Dinner
Tues.-Sat. 5:00-closing

Pub
Opens at 3:00

(802) 684-3616

Closed Sundays & Mondays

Pub & Dinner 
Menu Available 

at 3 p.m.

802-626-5404 802-535-5401

106 Hill St., Lyndonville, VT • M-F 7:30-5, Sat. 7:30-3 • barrettauto@myfairpoint.net

AquaRealm
       Aquarium & Pets

D.J. Nelson: 452 Railroad Street • St. Johnsbury, VT • 802-748-8858
15+ Yrs. Experience / M-F 10-7 • Sat 9-6 / djnelson@Aquarealmaquarium.com

Come see us at our 
NEW LOCATION
BIGGER & BETTER
More variety and
selection than ever.

Welcome to the Northeast Kingdom!
Be sure to stop in and try our Vermont Maple Chicken or Scallops

Hours: M, W-Sat 4-9, Sun. Lunch on the Deck 11:30-8
59 Parker Road, Danville VT • 684-4249

Welcome to the Northeast Kingdom!

WANTED
antiques,

collectibles,
household furnishings,

contents of attics,
cellars & outbuildings

By the piece
or the whole lot.

Offering current 
knowledge of values   

with 35 years of 
experience.

Scott & Joni Palmer
684-2265

By van paRkeR

A number of people 
we know have had 
cataract operations. 

Occasionally things don’t go 
smoothly but mostly people 
report seeing more clearly. 
They say the world looks 
like a brighter place. I can 
testify to that, at least after 
one cataract was removed 
at the beginning of August. 
The hills and mountains are 
etched more clearly. So are 
tree branches and people’s 
faces. In fact I’m looking for-
ward to the removal of the 
other cataract in a few days. 
My wife sees like an eagle 
after similar operations on 
both eyes.

This is small comfort to 
those with macular degen-
eration or certain forms of 
glaucoma or who for what-
ever reason have lost some or 
all of their eyesight. It does 
come as a reminder that sight 

Seeing things more clearly
is a gift no one can take for 
granted. 

And it reminds us that 
the English language can be 
very confusing. When some-
one says, “I see what you 
mean” it’s not an indication 
that her eyesight has sud-
denly improved.  If someone 
else declares, “I just can’t see 
that” it probably doesn’t indi-
cate that he can’t see a tree or 
a wild turkey in a nearby field.  

He simply looks at a mat-
ter in a different way.

Here are some things I 
can’t see. 1) Any credible 
evidence that our President 
is a Moslem. 2) The claim 
that there is no such thing 
as global warming. (There’s 
is just too much evidence 
of climate change.) 3) The 
assertion by any one religious 

group that they have a corner 
on the truth.

Many years ago, on a trip 
to Nicaragua, I learned a new 
expression.  A Catholic priest 
was speaking of how some of 
the privileged young people 
in his country were begin-
ning to learn more about 
their neighbors who had little 
money but often a great deal 
of faith. These young people, 
he gently reminded us, were 
beginning to see “con ojos 
nuevos”  (with new eyes).  
We visiting North Americans 
began to understand what he 
was talking about. Our host 
was inviting us to see what we 
had missed before.

One of the great tragedies 
of our history was the “Indian 
Removal” begun under the 
administration of Andrew 

Jackson and implemented by 
his successor, Martin Van 
Buren. The whole Cherokee 
Nation was forcibly moved 
from their homes in North 
Carolina, where they were 
put into “holding pens” and 
marched to their new home in 
what later became Oklahoma. 
It was a journey that cost 
many lives and came to be 
known as “the trail of tears.”

Charles Frazier, in his 
novel “Thirteen Moons” tells 
about a soldier who was sent 
to help with the removal.  

He had come over from 
Ireland a few years before. 

One of the Indians he met 
was an old woman who 
reminded him of his grand-
mother in Galway, a grand-
mother who had waved 
goodbye to him knowing she 
would never see him again. 
The soldier did what he was 
told but he did it with a heavy 
heart and as much kindness 
as possible.

Maybe there are situations 
in your life that have helped 
you to see with new eyes.  
There have been in mine. 
They are as enlightening in 
their own way as a successful 
cataract operation.
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October 2010 Menu

West Barnet  
Senior Meal Site

Meals served at West 
Barnet Church. All meals 
served with a beverage. 

Reservations not required. 
Suggested donation 
of $3.00 per meal is 

appreciated. 
Phone (802) 633-4068. 

Oct. 1 - Closed for Fall 
Foliage.
Oct. 6 - Shephard’s 
Pie, tossed salad, dark 
bread, orange jello and 
mandarin oranges.
Oct. 8 - Buffet
Oct. 13 - Meat loaf, 
mashed potatoes, 
buttered carrots, rolls, 
peaches and cream.
Oct. 15 - Roast pork, 
mashed potatoes, apple 
sauce, mixed veggies, 
rolls and tropical fruit.
Oct. 20 - Macaroni and 
cheese, sausage, stewed 
tomatoes, dark bread and 
cake.
Oct. 22 - Liver, bacon, 
onions, mashed potatoes, 
peas, carrots, muffins and 
chocolate pudding.
Oct. 27 - Autumn stew, 
tuna rolls, egg salad rolls, 
pineapple upside down 
cake.
Oct. 29 - Lasagna, tossed 
salad, garlic bread and 
fruit jello.

Barnet
Town Clerk: Benjamin Heisholt
Selec tboard: Ted Faris ,  Gary 
Bunnell and Jeremy Roberts

September 13, 2010
Lake Level - Faris reviewed 
correspondence received re-
garding this matter since the 
special Selectmen’s Meeting 
held for the purpose of dis-
cussing this matter. Included 
in the correspondence were 
petitions requesting that the 
lake level not be lowered 
prior to October 15, 2010, or 
not prior to October 5, 2010 
if the Selectmen believe that 
the permitted repair work 
cannot be completed after 
October 15, 2010. Also in-
cluded was a permit for said 
repair work issued by the 
State of Vermont Depart-
ment of Environmental Con-
servation. Faris reviewed this 
permit at length, reading por-
tions pertinent to the matter 
at hand and then opened the 
floor for public comment on 
this matter. Harry Corne-
lius said two points should 
be made clear regarding the 
permit: the permit, “does 
not authorize or recommend 
changes to the water level of 
Harvey’s Lake or otherwise 
regulate the water level of 
Harvey’s Lake;” and condi-
tion that the permit shall be-

come effective 10 days from 
the date of its issuance un-
less an appeal is filed with 
the Vermont Environmen-
tal Court. Also, the Board 
should consider that seasonal 
lake property owners have in 
recent years been staying at 
their lake properties later in 
the season; therefore to lower 
the lake level earlier would 
cause inconvenience to these 
property owners and a con-
siderable negative economic 
impact on local retailers. Co-
Chair Roberts suggested a 
potential compromise of at-
tempting to lower the water 
level, complete the work, and 
return the lake to its previ-
ous water level all before the 
fall foliage weekend (Oct. 
1-3). Harry said that does not 
seem like a feasible solution. 
Lowering the water level will 
cause many boats to become 
impacted in the mud; and 
many lake property owners 
plan to use their boats prior 
to fall foliage weekend. Faris 
said reduction of pollution 
and siltation in the lake is of 
chief importance in any dis-
cussion of lowering the lake 
level. Although recognizing 
that some property owners 
will be inconvenienced, sug-
gested that the Board vote 
to begin lowering the water 
level on Sept. 18. Cornelius 
said this action would dis-
enfranchise many lake prop-
erty owners for the sake of 
accommodating one indi-
vidual. Joseph Mangiapane 
said it would be impossible 
to complete the project with 
the water level up without a 
cofferdam in place. Placing 
a cofferdam would be cost-
prohibitive. Co-Chair Rob-
erts asked if lowering the 
water level by twelve inches 
would cause boats to be-

come mud-lodged. A motion 
was made by Co-Chair Faris 
to gradually draw down the 
water level of Harvey’s Lake 
beginning on Oct. 1, with a 
target water-level lowering of 
12 inches; and to fully open 
the dam for lowering on Oct. 
4. The Board approved.

Danville
Town Clerk: Wendy Somers
Town Adminis t ra tor :  Merton 
Leonard
Selectboard: Steve Larrabee, Denise 
Briggs, Doug Pastula, Marvin 
Withers and Michael Walsh

September 16, 2010
Contra Dancer - David Car-
penter of the Contra Danc-
ers was present to discuss the 
new Town policy of charging 
$50 for cleaning of the town 
hall with each rental. After 
some discussion, the board 
allowed Mr Carpenter to 
leave a $50 deposit. Should 
they not clean the town hall 
properly after their rental the 
town will use the deposit to 
have the hall cleaned. This 
was approved on a motion 
by Denise Briggs that was 
seconded by Marvin Withers.
Town Hall - Deb Balch, was 
also present to also discuss 
renting the Town Hall for 
the benefit of the Rescue 
Squad.  They propose to put 
on a dinner-theater to raise 
money to go towards their 
expenses. They also request 
to be allowed to hire a bar 
tender to dispense alcoholic 
drinks during dinner. After a 
short discussion, the Board 
held firm on their policy of 
not allowing alcohol in the 
town hall. The Board ap-
proved a motion by Steven 
Larrabee to allow the Res-

cue Squad to use the Town 
Hall for their dinner- the-
ater without alcohol. Denise 
Briggs seconded the motion. 
Road Agent - Kevin Gada-
pee’s report stated they have 
begun working on the Joes 
Brook Road as planned, cur-
rently installing the under 
drain. Michael Walsh and 
Bob Briggs have been re-
viewing the structure of the 
old town garage to check on 
the feasibility of replacing 
just the metal on the roof. 
They believe that should 
work for a few years and will 
check on pricing. The crew 
have installed some of the 
new signage requested at last 
meeting, as well as contin-
ued grading the gravel roads.  
Back hoe training by the 
Local Roads Program will 
take place at the Garage on 
Sept. 30. 
Sewer Request - Merton 
presented a sewer connec-
tion request from Steven 
Larrabee, who recused him-
self from the meeting. He re-
quested to extend an 8-inch 
line approximately 600 feet 
from Meadow Drive up 
Windswept Drive and con-
nect a new house as well as 
Carriers existing house, ac-
cording to engineered con-
nection plans.  Douglas 
Pastula moved to accept the 
connection; Denise Briggs 
seconded the motion which 
was approved. 
Tax Sales - Merton had a re-
quest from Toby Balivet to 
act as agent for the Town 
for any Land Sales at the 
up coming tax sales. Steven 
Larrabee moved to appoint 
Toby Balivet town agent for 
tax sale proceedings, Doug-
las Pastula seconded the mo-
tion which was approved. 
Safety Class - It was also 
noted that VASA and the 
Vermont ATV Sportsman as-
sociation will sponsor a free 
State approved ATV safety 

class for youth ages 12-18, 
on Oct. 2, at the Masons 
Hall. Michael requested that 
he would like to add a couple 
of sheriff patrols for week-
end use to check ATV safety 
and equipment in use on the 
town roads. The general con-
sensus was that would be a 
good idea.
Bid Question - Kirk Fenoff 
was present to ask why the 
work taking place on Joes 
Brook Road was not put out 
to bid. He feels any work 
projects on the roads should 
be put out for bid, especially 
for any work or equipment 
that has to be hired out. After 
some discussion, Douglas 
Pastula moved to request 
bids for work and equipment 
to be hired out on the Joes 
Brook Road, Steve Larrabee 
seconded the motion, which 
was approved. It was noted a 
special Board meeting will be 
held on Sept. 22 at 4:30 p.m. 
to open Town Hall Porch re-
pair bids and award the bid 
if possible.

Lyndon 
Town Clerk - Lisa Barrett
Administrative Assistant: Dan Hill
Selectmen: Martha Feltus, Kevin 
Calkins and Kermit Fisher

September 13, 2010
Pedestrian Bridge - Gary 
Leach described options for 
putting a roof over the pe-
destrian bridge behind the 
municipal building.  He es-
timated the cost of adding 
walls and a roof would be 
approximately $110,000 in-
cluding design costs.  To just 
add walls would be around 
$75,000.  Gary is now going 
to look at a cost of replacing 
the chain link fencing only.   
Dan is going to check with 
the State to see if the grant 
monies can be spent to only 
add walls without a roof.
Packing House - Dan told 

What’s Happening What’s Happening at Town Hall

A Village 
Bakery
Croissants • Pastries

Cakes • Tarts
Special Occasion Cakes

Coffee • Espresso
Lattes • Teas

Light Lunches • WiFi

Hill Street, Danville • 802-684-3385
Hours: Wed -  Fri  6:30-1:30, Sat & Sun 8-1

 
THE BEST HAND-TOSSED NEW YORK PIZZA

Pizza • Subs • Wraps • Paninis
Calzones • Salads

Age 55+? Ask About Our Sunday 15% Discounts

Open: Mon-Sat. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m. • Sunday 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

RAILROAD STREET • ST. JOHNSBURY, VT
802-751-8500 • 802-751-8525

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE • WE DELIVER

1186 Memorial Drive • St. Johnsbury, Vermont
Monday-Friday 8:30-5:30 • Saturday 8:30-1:00

802-748-0010       www.morrisonsfeeds.com

Women’s & Children’s Muck Boots
New Colors Just In
Trailer Load of Hay 
Quantitiy discount available while supplies last

MORRISON’S FEED BAG

Monday-Friday 8:30-5:30        Saturday 8:30-1:00
(802) 748-0010

MO
RRI

SON'S FEED BAG

St. Johnsbury, Verm
ont

Galvanized Tanks for sugaring or
livestock watering, Fencing Supplies,
Straw and Pine Shavings for bedding,
Nutrena Horse Feeds, Dog leashes/col-
lars/training devices, Extensive Animal
Health Supplies and Horse Hay.

We have tropical fish with a big
selection of supplies and aquariums.

Now carrying
Science Diet Pet Foods

Pumpkins 
for 
Sale

Joe’s Pond Craft Shop
Rt. 2 & 15, West Danville, VT • 684-2192 • www.joespondcrafts.com

Tues - Sat: 9:30 - 6:00 • Sun. 9:30 - 1 • Closed Mondays

All Local Handcrafts

The barn setting 
is a perfect match for 
Traditional Crafts,  

Folk Art, Rug Hooking, 
Quilting, Woodworking, 
Pottery, Needle Felting, 
Penny Rugs & more....
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October 2010 Menu

Danville Senior 
Action Center

Meals at Danville 
Methodist Church. All 
meals served with a 

beverage, homemade 
breads and desserts. 

Reservations are 
appreciated by calling 
(802) 684-3903 before 
9:30 a.m. on day of the 

meal. A donation of $4 for 
guests 60+ (others $5) is 

appreciated.

Oct. 4 - BBQ on a roll, 
coleslaw, canteloupe, 
peas, carrots and oatmeal 
cookies.
Oct. 5 - Chicken, biscuits, 
mashed potatoes, 
cranberry sauce, carrots, 
OJ and apple crisp.
Oct. 7 - Cream of broccoli 
soup, saltines, chicken 
salad on a roll with 
lettuce and tomato, 
grapenut pudding, carrot 
and pineapple raisin slaw.
Oct. 11 - Bacon, broccoli 
and chedder quiche, 
carrots, rolls and tossed 
salad.
Oct. 12 - Homemade 
baked beans, hot 
dogs with bun, pasta 
salad, tomato juice and 
canteloupe.
Oct. 14 - Homemade 
pizza (pepperoni and 
veggies), coleslaw with 
pineapple, orange juice 
and bread pudding.
Oct. 18 - Meatloaf topped 
with peppers, onions and 
tomatoes, peas, carrots, 
rolls and juice.
Oct. 19 - Macaroni and 
cheese, greek salad with 
feta, black olives and red 
peppers, peas, carrots 
and rolls.
Oct. 21 - Roast pork loin 
with homemade chutney, 
scalloped potatoes, 
stuffing with apples, 
broccoli, carrots and 
apple cobbler.
October 25 -Marinated 
chicken breast, fettucini 
alfredo, cauliflower, peas, 
carrots and rolls.
Oct. 26 - Tuna salad on 
a roll with lettuce and 
tomato, curried squash, 
soup with saltines, V-8 
juice, pumpkin bread 
pudding.
Oct. 28 - Buffet

the Board of the few com-
plaints he had received since 
the June meeting.  Jack Har-
ris said Lyndon Police De-
partment has received a total 
of seven calls since the last 
meeting and six of them were 
from staff asking for help.  
Barbara Salaki expressed 
her ongoing complaint of 
too much noise during the 
night.  Dan Macek stated he 
is placing staff in the park-
ing lot every night which 
seems to help.  Jack encour-
aged people to call dispatch 
when there is a problem so 
a record can be kept of com-
plaints.  Dan Macek asked 
for some leniency during the 
winter months about having 
staff in the parking lot.  The 
Board directed him to use 
common sense about hav-
ing people outdoors during 
sub zero weather or a snow 
storm.  The next review will 
take place in December.
Conference Room - Dan 
told the Board about the 
inspection by the fire mar-
shal’s office and the review 
of the proposed changes by 
a contractor.  The contrac-
tor is now going to have 
both plumbing and electrical 
people inspect the area and 
come up with an estimate of 
each phase of the rehab for 
the first floor.  Dan will have 
numbers for the next meet-
ing.

Peacham 
Town Clerk: Bruce Lafferty
Selectmen: Richard Browne, Tim 
McKay and Andy Cochran.

August 18, 2010
Ball Field - McKay has 
spoken with Don Marsh of 
Marsh Engineering, Inc. re-
garding the septic design and 
leach field layout at the ball 
field. Piping has been located 
and additional information is 
expected from Don Marsh. 
Matt Kiley proposed that 
the ball field only needs to 
be leveled in certain areas 
which do not involve the 

septic system. Additional fill 
will not be needed. Drainage 
of the field was discussed. 
Financial status of the ball 
field site work was reviewed. 
The Board approved Matt 
Kiley contacting the State 
Department of Building and 
General Services regarding 
available Building Commu-
nities Grants for the field. 
He will also contact State 
Human Services regarding a 
lighting grant at the school 
to assist in the observatory 
viewing. 
Peacham Pond Roads - 
Mark Millazzo, a Peacham 
Pond resident, discussed the 
unauthorized work being 
done by local contractor, 
Kevin Hudson, to Peacham 
Pond Road, the Town  right 
of way, and personal prop-
erty. Browne moved that the 
Chair to the Board compose 
a Cease and Desist letter to 
Hudson regarding the unau-
thorized work on Peacham 
Pond Road, Town Highway 
61. Cochran seconded. So 
voted. The Board will also 
contact Town Road Fore-
man, Mark Chase, concern-
ing this matter. 
Road Report - Cochran re-
ported that the Road Fore-
man indicated that the Town 
grader needs to have air dry-
ers installed for the brakes. 
The Board agreed work 
should be done. Interest has 
been expressed in purchasing 
the present grader. Chase will 
follow up on this potential 
purchase. The importance 
of staying ahead of ditching 
work was discussed.

St. Johnsbury
Town Manager: Jim Fitzgerald
Town Clerk: Sandy Grenier
Selectboard: Bryon Quatrini, Gary 
Reis, Daniel Kimbell, Jim Rust, and 
Jean Hall 

August 25, 2010
Zoning – Chairman Jim 
Rust reported that the Plan-
ning Commission had unani-
mously supported the idea 

of appointing Interim Town 
Manager Ralph Nelson as 
Interim Zoning Administra-
tor. On a motion by Daniel 
Kimbell, seconded by Bryon 
Quatrini the Board voted 
unanimously to appoint 
Ralph Nelson as interim zon-
ing administrator.
West Side Project – Interim 
Town Manager Ralph Nelson 
reported that 51 easements 
have been signed in the past 
12 days. Of the remaining 21 
to be signed, 5 have pend-
ing agreements, and 3 have 
issues to be resolved. Mr. 
Nelson also reported that 
Fairpoint Communications 
also needs easements signed 
for work on the southern 
portion, and he intends to 
circulate through the neigh-
borhood with the Fairpoint 
representative to try to coor-
dinate the work and facilitate 
the process without hav-
ing to duplicate work. Mr. 
Nelson is checking with Ed 
Zuccaro about possibly com-
bining the easements with 
Fairpoint.
Academy Proposal – Head-
master Tom Lovett pre-
sented a proposal from the 
St. Johnsbury Academy to as-
sume the role of a home base 
for the Town Recreation 
Department. Mr. Lovett pro-
posed the Academy would 
hire Joe Fox to head up the 
program and transfer activi-
ties to the Academy venues, 
taking much of the burden 
off the Town, offering more 
diverse facilities in a more 
concentrated area, with the 
vision of eventually creat-
ing a regional recreation and 
fitness center. The advan-

tage to the Academy would 
include the development of 
a feeder system for future 
sports figures at the Acad-
emy. Mr. Lovett proposed 
the Town pay a nominal 
fee of (perhaps) $10,000 
per year in administrative 
costs to maintain its inter-
est in the long-term plan. 
Recreation Director Joe Fox 
also spoke of his role in the 
proposal. General consen-
sus of the Board and others 
present indicated overall ap-
proval for the proposal. The 
Board encouraged quick ac-
tion on presenting the in-
formation to the public and 
arranging for a public forum 
to discuss the proposal, so 
that an immediate decision 
can be made.

Walden
Town Clerk: Lina Smith
Board of Selectmen: Perley Greaves, 
Dave Brown and Peter Clark.

September 21, 2010
Southworth  Memorial  - 
Diane Cochran told the 
board that she had collected 
donations to be used for a 
memorial for Tristan South-
worth.  After discussion, it 
was decided that this money 
would be put into an ac-
count, along with any other 
donations, to be used for a 
memorial to be decided on 
after talking with the family.
Recreation - Perley Greaves 
reported that he has received 
word from the Walden rec-
reat ion commit tee  that 
they are having problems 
again with Arnold Martin 
who lives next to the recre-

ation field.  Martin has dug 
ditches that limit the park-
ing and has put up a private 
road sign on the entrance 
to the road leading to the 
field.  After discussion, the 
Board decided to meet with 
him again regarding these 
issues to see if they can be 
resolved.
Festival - Judy Clifford re-
ported that the Walden Fall 
Festival will be September 
28, 2010 at the Noyesville 
Church.  She described the 
events and asked for volun-
teer help for parking, etc.

(802) 748-1912 443 Railroad St., St. Johnsbury, VT

“ Close to Home, but Far from Ordinary!”
Vermont Crafts 
Baskets
Maple Products
Wind Chimes
Lamps & Shades
Cards & Calendars
Clocks & Weather Instruments
Kitchen Linens

Prints &
Custom
Framing

Jewelry
Quilts
Books & Journals

Pottery
Doll Clothes
Puzzles
Soaps
Candles

from

Tasty Treats
Candies

“One of life’s little pleasures.”

Happy Halloween! It’s Here!
Fifteen years later,  the hardback 
version of our Danville history 
book, Village in the Hills, has 
been reprinted. They’re limited in 
number, so call soon if you want 
one of these books. The original 
jacket, featuring George Cahoon’s 
beautiful photo of Danville from 
behind the Beattie farm, has been 
faithfully reproduced.

Cost $35
Shipping $5

Also available is the paperback 
edition for $20. 

Visit our booth at Autumn on the 
Green, October 3, 2010, to purchase books as well as cards and limited 
signed prints of the Four Barns by Robin Rothman.

Danville Historical Society
Hours

Tuesdays and Thursdays 12:00-7:00
121 Hill Street (P.O. Box 274)

Danville, VT 05828
Phone: (802) 684 2055

blog: http://danvillevthistorical.
blogspot.com
email: historicalsociety.director.dan@gmail.com
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terry miller • po box 280 • peacham vt • (802) 592-3153

tmillerwebdesign.com

custom website design 
at reasonable rates
 • domain name registration
 • website design
 • search engine optimization
 • website hosting
 • website traffi c statistics
 • website management

Mondays: Story Time, St. 
Johnsbury Athenaeum Youth 
Library,  10:30 a.m. (802) 748-8291.
Mondays: Story Time, Pope 
Library, Danville, 10 a.m. (802) 684-
2256.
Mondays: Just Parents meet 
with concerns for drugs and kids, 
Parent Child Center, St. Johnsbury, 
7 p.m. (802) 748-6040.
1st Monday: North Danville 
Community Club, Meeting, 6 p.m. 
North Danville Community Center. 
(802) 748-9415.
1st & 3rd Mondays: “Six O’clock 
Prompt,” Writers’ Support Group, 
6:30 p.m. Catamount Arts. (802) 
633-2617.
2nd Monday: Cancer Support 
Group, NVRH Conference Room A, 
4 p.m. (802) 748-8116.
Last Monday: Alzheimer’s Support 
Group, Caledonia Home Health, 
Sherman Drive, St. Johnsbury. 7 
p.m. (802) 748-8116.
Tuesdays: Baby & Toddler 
Story Hour, Cobleigh Library, 
Lyndonville. 10 a.m. (802) 626-
5475.
Tuesdays: Cribbage Tournaments, 
6 p.m. Lake View Grange Hall, 
West Barnet. (802) 684-3386.

Tuesdays: Argentine Tango, 
4:30-5:30 p.m. (beginners) 5:30-
6:30 p.m. (intermediate) Teacher: 
Isabel Costa (603) 823-8163.
Tuesdays: Japanese Swordplay, 
3-4 p.m., Barnet Tradepost 
Wellness Center, 633-2700
Tuesdays: Tai Chi, 4-5:30 p.m. 
and 5:30-7 p.m., Barnet Tradepost 
Wellness Center, 633-2700
2nd Tuesdays: Caledonia Right to 
Life will meet at St John’s Catholic 
Church Parish Hall, 1375 Main St, 
St Johnsbury, VT at 7:30 pm.  All 
are welcome.
2nd & 4th Tuesday: Bereavement 
Support Group, Caledonia Home 
Health, Sherman Drive, St. 
Johnsbury. 5:30 p.m. (802) 748-
8116.
2nd & 4th Tuesday: Drop-in 
quilting at 1 p.m. at the Cobleigh 
Public Library, (802) 626-5475.
Wednesdays: Read ‘n’ Stuff, 
Cobleigh Library, Lyndonville. 3:30 
p.m. (802) 626-5475.
Wednesdays: Danville Farmers 
Market on the green from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.
Wednesdays: Ordinary Magic. 
Meditation for Life, St. Johnsbury 
Shambhala Center, 17 Eastern 
Avenue, 6-7 p.m.

OngoingOngoingEvents
Wednesdays: Lunenburg Farmers 
Market, 2 p.m. to 6 p.m., on the 
common in Lunenburg.
Wednesdays: Japanese 
Swordplay, 3-4:30 p.m., Barnet 
Tradepost Wellness Center, 633-
2700.
3rd Wednesday: Cardiac Support 
Group, NVRH, 6:30 p.m. (802) 748-
7401.
Thursdays: Introduction to 
Computers, Cobleigh Library, 
Lyndonville. 10 a.m. (802) 626-
5475.
Thursdays: Live Music at Parker 
Pie in Glover. Call (802) 525-3366 
for details.
Thursdays: Kyudo (Zen Archery), 
7-9 p.m., St. Johnsbury Academy 
Field House, 633-2700.
2nd Thursday: Film discussion 
following 7 p.m. film at Catamount 
Arts, St. Johnsbury. (802) 748-
8813.
3rd Thursday: Caregivers Support 
Group, Riverside Life Enrichment 
Center, 10 a.m. (802) 626-3900.
Thursdays: Read and Weed 
Book Club, Cobleigh Library, 
Lyndonville. 3:30 p.m. (802) 626-
5475.
Thursdays: Tutoring for GED and 
Adult Learning Programs, 1 p.m. 
to 3 p.m., Cobleigh Public Library.
Fridays: Kyudo (Zen Archery), 
4-6 p.m., twice monthly, Barnet 
Tradepost Wellness Center, 633-
2700.
1st Fridays: Contra Dance,  8 
p.m. at Danville Town Hall.  All 
levels welcome. (802) 563-3225 or 
samlyman@myfairpoint.net.
4th Fridays: Public readings 
at Green Mountain Books in 
Lyndonville. Call (802) 626-5051 
or E-mail greenmountainbooks@
myfairpoint.net.
Saturday & Sunday: Planetarium 
Show 1:30 p.m. Fairbanks 
Museum, St. Johnsbury. (802) 
748-2372.
Saturdays: Bridge Club for all 
experience levels, Cobleigh 
Library, Lyndonville, 12:30 p.m. 
(802) 626-5475.
1st Saturday: Men’s Ecumenical 
Breakfast, Methodist Church, 
Danville, 7 a.m. (802) 684-3666.
Saturdays: St. Johnsbury Farmers 
Market behind TD Bank from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturdays: Willoughby Gap 
Farmstand, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Route 5A in West Burke.
1st Saturday: Scrabble Club, St. 
Johnsbury Athenaeum, Noon - 4 
p.m. (802) 748-8291.
1st & 2nd Saturdays: Dance 
in the Kingdom at the Good 
Shephard School - Latin & 
Ballroom dance: Lessons at 7 p.m. 
followed by open dance, 8 to 10 
p.m. (802) 748-3044
2nd Saturdays: West Barnet 
Grange community breakfasts 
from 8-10 a.m.
3rd Saturday: All you can eat 
breakfast, 8-10:30 a.m., Barnet 
Congregational Church.
3rd Saturday: Breast Cancer 
Support Group, Caledonia Home 
Health, Sherman Drive, St. 
Johnsbury, 10 a.m. (802) 748-8116.

MLS#2823632   

Custom built log home. It is now priced below 
replacement cost. 10 acres of total priva-
cy. Spectacular views. Fieldstone fireplace.  
Custom built cupboards in kitchen and baths.  
Nice use of wood throughout.  

Priced right at $329,000

MLS#2780735   

The old Grange Hall in St Johnsbury Center 
had been REDUCED. Many possibilities here.  
Theater room upstairs with stage. Meeting 
room down with kitchen and meeting area.           

Now, you may buy it for only $50,000!

MLS#4010087  

This just may be a Sears house.  1940s bun-
galow, nice yard, small barn, 2 porches, new 
heating system, new windows.  Hardwood 
floors, fancy woodwork, walkup  attic for more 
space.  St Johnsbury Academy sending town.

$104,900

RESIDENTIAL - LAND - RECREATIONAL PROPERTIES

Call me at (802) 748-1145
E-mail me at susan@aikencrest.com
or visit www.aikencrest.com

Hi friends, keep in mind Aikencrest can 
care for your property. As a rental, as a 
vacant property while you’re away. If you 
have moved to another area and need prop-
erty management, Aikencrest is available for 
your property’s needs. We tailor our care 
to fit your purposes. Call us and we’ll tell 
you all about it.

N

EW
802.745.1165

56 Church Street
St. Johnsbury VT 05819

www.pointsnorthrealestategroup.com
info@pnreg.com

MLS# N4021454  
St. Johnsbury: Well Cared for 

Village cape offers 2 unit potential 
or office/studio space. Five bdrms, 

2 baths, Fireplace, Hdwd floors on a 
large level lot with detached garage. 

High School Choice. $148,000

MLS 2829556  
Barnet: Must see to appreciate the 
condition of this very nice 1850 circa 
cape style Farmhouse with 4 Bdrms, 2 
Baths on a large, level lot with flower 
and vegetable beds, grape arbor, 
brook, detached and updated 2 Story 
Carriage Barn. High School Choice. 

$199,000
Connie 
Sleath

Patti
Leduc

Wendy 
Stimets-

Henderson

RENTALS

PEACHAM 3 bdrms, 1 bath. Utilities 
included $975/month

PEACHM 2 bdrms, 2 baths. 1rst 
floor $1000/month

ST JOHNSBURY House 2 bdrms, 1 
bath, attached garage. $1000/month

ST JOHNSBURY House 3 bdrms, 1 
bath, walk to schools. $975/month

S

Call our offi ce to schedule 
a showing.

Record Appraisal Service
12 B Rt. 2 West • Danville, VT 05828

802-684-1200
charles@recordappraisal.net

Serving Northern Vermont & New Hampshire

Residential 
Real Estate Appraisals

The Carpet Connection
Your full-service carpet and flooring store. 

We are experts when it comes to carpet, vinyl, 
ceramic tile, hardwood, laminates and area rugs. 

199 Depot Street                    (802) 626-9026
Lyndonville, Vermont          (800) 822-9026

www.thecarpetconnectioninc.com

791 Broad Street  
Lyndonville, VT 05851

(802) 626-9357 
 Fax (802) 626-6913

Lyndon

MLS# 4023591 Very Affordable Home!!! New roof and some windows have been 
replaced. Renovated kitchen and bathroom. Good starter or retirement home, close 
to town and schools with a big back yard. This won’t last long! Priced affordably 
at $79,900
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Our fall book discussion 
series, sponsored by the 

Vermont Humanities Council  
is Booker Prize Winners.  The 
first book is “The God of 
Small Things” by Arundhati  
Roy.  With sensuous prose, 
a dreamlike style infused 
with breathtakingly beauti-
ful images and keen insight 
into human nature, Roy’s 
debut novel charts fresh ter-
ritory in the genre of magi-
cal, prismatic literature. Set 
in Kerala, India, during the 
late 1960s when Communism 
rattled the age-old caste sys-
tem, the story begins with 
the funeral of young Sophie 
Mol, the cousin of the novel’s 
protagonists, Rahel and her 
fraternal twin brother, Estha. 
In a circuitous and suspense-
ful narrative, Roy reveals the 
family tensions that led to the 
twins’ behavior on the fateful 
night that Sophie drowned. 
Beneath the drama of a fam-
ily tragedy lies a background 
of local politics, social taboos 
and the tide of history all of 
which come together in a slip 
of fate, after which a family is 
irreparably shattered.

This discussion takes place 
on Wednesday, October 20 at 

7 p.m. with scholar Patricia 
Norton.  Books and schedules 
are available at the library.

The Library is looking for 
a few good volunteers!  Life 
at the Pope is very busy and 
we could use help with some 
of the tasks that we just don’t 
have enough time to get to. 
Some of the items on our 
Wish List are: change the let-
ters on the sign that we use to 
advertise upcoming Library 
events, reshelve books, write 
and submit publicity articles 
for the Library News column 
in the Caledonian, make and 
distribute posters for library 
events, organize magazines, 
help with barcoding and 
cover books.  If you’re inter-
ested in helping out call (684-
2256) or stop in.

Our annual appeal letter 
will be sent out soon.  2010 
marks the 120th birthday of 
the Pope Library.  We hope 
we can count on your sup-
port to maintain this beautiful 
building, its contents all the 
events that take place within.

Our newest book acqui-
sitions are: The Search by 
Roberts, Sizzlin’ Sixteen by 
Evanovich, Ice Cold by Ger-
ritsen, Super Sad, True Love 

Story by Shteyngart, Freedom 
by Franzen, Star island by 
Hiaasen, Walking to Gatlin-
burg by Mosher, The Room 
by Donoghue, The Black Girl 
Next Door: A Memoir by 
Baszile and The Wild Garden 
by Drake.

Our new books on CD are: 
Star Island by Hiaasen, The 
Piano Teacher by Lee, Three 
Cups of Tea by Mortenson 
and Mennonite in a Little 
Black Dress by Janzen.  Come 
in and check them out!

Children’s Room
Story hour is now on 

Wednesday mornings at 
10am.  Please join us for 
books, stories, songs, activi-
ties and snack!

New children’s books on 
CD are: A Wrinkle in Time by 
L’Engle, Fantastic Mr. Fox by 
Dahl, Hatchet by Paulsen.

New children’s videos are: 
Eloise at the Plaza, Nancy 
Drew, Bear Snores On, 
Dinotopia, The Red Balloon, 
White Mane and Eragon.

Pope Notes 
with Dee Palmer, Library Director

Send your events to the 

North Star Monthly
E-mail us at: info@northstarmonthly.com

Submit them at: northstarmonthly.com
Call us at: 802.684.1056

CAMP W/20 ACRES
ML4020293 20-acre parcel on a well-maintained gravel 
road.  Land is partly open fields/partly wooded. 600 ft. 
of road frontage for privacy & many good building sites.  
Good drilled well &  768 sq. ft. camp fitted w/solar energy 
for hot water & small appliances, and wired for a genera-
tor.

$115,000

JOES POND COTTAGE
ML4017653 One-bedroom cottage with kitchenette.  Enjoy 
54 feet of private water frontage on Joe’s Pond.  3.5 acres 
with lawn care, plowing and maintenance included in 
amenities.

 $120,000

A MUST SEE PROPERTY
ML4019059 3BR, 2 bath brick ranch, private deck, 4 level 
acres with 4-stall barn, fenced paddock, utility shed and 
gorgeous mountain views.

$289,900

ABSOLUTELY SPECTACULAR HOME
ML4020763 Fantastic views from wrap around porch or 
while sitting in your cozy living room.  3BR, 3-bath home 
sited on 22 acres has lots of open living space w/cathedral 
ceilings, granite counter tops & lg family room in the base-
ment.  Loft master BR w/private bath.

 $349,000

Start your search here.
Providing Professional and Courteous Service

www.beginrealty.com

Main Street
Danville, VT 05828
(802) 684-1127

309 Portland Street
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

(802) 748-2045

QUATRINI Real Estate
1111 Main St. l St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 l email: c21qre@sover.net

website: quatrini.com l realtor.com 

(802) 748-9543

Country Cape
Here is a lovely log home on 8.4 acres, an attached 2 car garage w/ breezeway, 
standing seam metal roof, radiant heat, hardwood floors, cherry kitchen cabinets 
and fieldstone fireplace. First floor master bedroom with private bath. Relax on 
the porch surrounded by perennial gardens. MLS#4004881

PRICE REDUCED! NOW $229,000   

North Danville
Make this 1800’s home your own with some TLC. The house has just been 
painted, there’s a recent furnace, several replacement windows, wood floors, and 
it’s all cleaned out and ready for you. 

$179,000

75 MT. PLEASANT ST.
ST. JOHNSBURY, VT 05819

802-748-8169 w 802-748-8855

223 MAIN ST.
LYNDONVILLE, VT 05851

802-626-8333 w 802-626-9342

www.parkwayrealtyassociates.com 

ML#4016295 
Spacious, well built, 3 bedroom, 2 bath custom ranch style home recently given 
a fresh coat of paint inside and out. Situated on a 1.77+/- acre lot and in a 
convenient, yet private location with southeasterly exposure. There are hardwood 
floors, open floor plan and 2 levels of living space. Includes additional, contiguous 
building lot. Walk to schools, churches and stores. $254,900

“Make the Logical Choice Your Local Choice”

4920 Memorial Dr., Lyndonville, VT
802-626-4588 • 1-888-499-9992

www.callfreds.com

WE DELIVER FUEL AND SERVICE
• Complete Oil Burner and Propane Equipment Sales and Service
• Water Pumps, Filtration and Softener System Sales and Service
• Complete Line of Plumbing Service Available
• Central Vac and Air Conditioning Sales and Service

THIS AD BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

“Make the Logical Choice Your Local Choice”

4920 Memorial Dr., Lyndonville, VT
802-626-4588 • 1-888-499-9992

www.callfreds.com

WE DELIVER FUEL AND SERVICE
• Complete Oil Burner and Propane Equipment Sales and Service
• Water Pumps, Filtration and Softener System Sales and Service
• Complete Line of Plumbing Service Available
• Central Vac and Air Conditioning Sales and Service

THIS AD BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

Happy Halloween
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Sun, October 3

Autumn on the Green is an award-
winning showcase for artisans, crafters, 
cottage industries and businesses 
amidst the spectacular views and color 
of autumn in Danville. With the feel of an 
old-fashioned exhibition, visitors roam 
the Village Green and Town Hall amoung 
the plethora of wares and displays while 
musicians play from the bandstand. Web: 
www.autumnonthegreen.com

Tues, October 5

NeK Audubon Informational and 
Planning Meeting. Join us at the 
Fairbanks Museum 4-5:30 p.m. Open 
to all. Phone: 802-626-9071, Email: 
blackpoll@myfairpoint.net

Annual Book Sale - THe Friends of 
Cobleigh Library, noon to 6 p.m. Benefits 
the Bookmobile. All books are sorted by 
category and prices start at 50 cents. 
Phone: 802-626-5475

The GRACe community workshop 
program serves as the hub for a wide 
range of educational and outreach 
services, and serves as a model which 
is often replicated at national and 
international venues. GRACE is dedicated 
to fostering the participation of many 
different types of people. Children, 
elders and community members work 
side by side in an open studio format. 
GRACE workshop facilitators promote 
self-teaching and emphasize individual 
exploration. Phone: 802-472-6857. 
GRACE, Old Firehouse Gallery, 13 Mill St. 
Hardwick, VT. Web: www.graceart.org

Wed, October 6

Poetry’s Spiritual Language - Using 
the poetry of Dickinson, Kenyon, 
Rumi, and Kabir—poets from diverse 
religious traditions—Dartmouth 
professor Nancy Jay Crumbine 
examines poetry’s language of 
spirituality. All programs are free, 
but seating is limited. Programs 
start at 7 p.m. and are held at the 
St. Johnsbury Athenaeum unless 
otherwise noted.

Fri, October 8 - Sat, October 10

dead North - Farmland of Terror. 
This is a very popular event and does 
sell out quickly! Not recommended 
for young children or persons with 
health concerns. Phone: 802-748-
1399. The Great Vermont Corn Maze, 
1404 Wheelock Road, Danville, VT. 
Email: info@vermontcornmaze.com

Sat, October 9

Chicken Pie Supper - Barnet 
Congregational Church, 5 p.m., 
Church Street, Barnet. Phone: 802-
633-4178.

Sun, October 10

“The Big Sit” at the Nulhegen branch 
of the Conte Wildlife Refuge. Join 
NEK Audubon up at the refuge for 
all or part of the day as we join with 
birding groups across the country in 
a one-day count of species at U.S. 
Wildlife Refuges. Phone: 802-626-
9071, Email: blackpoll@myfairpoint.
net

October         
events in the 

NeK
Fri, October 1 - Sat, October 2

dead North - Farmland of Terror. 
This is a very popular event and does 
sell out quickly! Not recommended 
for young children or persons with 
health concerns. Phone: 802-748-1399. 
The Great Vermont Corn Maze, 1404 
Wheelock Road, Danville, VT. Email: 
info@vermontcornmaze.com

Rummage Sale - 1-5 p.m. United 
Church of Hardwick. Sponsored by 
the Women’s Fellowship of The United 
Church.

Sat, October 2

27th Annual Fall Foliage Craft Fair - 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Hardwick Elementary 
School. Come for Hardwick’s annual Fall 
event featuring jewelry, candles, quilts, 
pottery, prints, fiber art and more. Door 
Prizes! Food! Fun! 

1410 RT2 WEST l WEST DANVILLE, VT 05873
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Our Events Season Has Begun!
This month, join The Galaxy Bookshop in welcoming:

Tim Simard
Tue, 10/19/2010 - 7:00pm

Get into the spirit of the season with this reading and book signing by Tim Simard, author of Haunted Hikes of 
Vermont. Explore the haunts of hikers gone by and see for yourself whether these ghost tales are fact or fiction. 

Haunted Hikes of Vermont provides both storied history and fanciful legend within the trails of Vermont’s Green 
Mountains and beyond. Hikes are rated on a ghostly scale, according to difficulty and spookiness with something 
for every member of the family. Hikes cover all parts of the state, from Lake Champlain to the Northeast Kingdom 

to the southernmost part of the state.

Pamela Kristan
Tue, 10/26/2010 - 7:00pm

Pamela Kristan will be at The Galaxy Bookshop to talk about balancing spiritual growth and the everyday 
pressures of a busy life--the topic of her book, Awakening in Time: Practical Time Management for Those on 
a Spiritual Path. Kristan is an author, teacher, and consultant. She has spent the last 25 years helping others 

find practical, creative strategies to help improve their lives, through her workshops, talks, 
and individual consultations.

  

View our full calendar of events and shop online at   
www.galaxybookshop.com.

7 Mill Street, Hardwick, VT / 802-472-5533

Sat, October 16

Apple Pie Festival - 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. at the 
Cabot School Gym - Main St., Rte. 215. 
Plenty of parking on the Common. Free 
admission - fun, family friendly event lunch 
and plenty of apple pies for sale. Apple pie 
baking contests!  Cash, ribbons & other 
prizes. Pies must be entered by 10:30 a.m., 
judging begins at 11 a.m. Silent auction o 
donate small antique items, hand made 
items, or gift baskets call (802) 426-3281. 
Craft fair: event is widely publicized and 
draws a large crowd. Call (802) 563-2526 
to reserve your space.

Yankee Chank at The Music Box, 7:30 
p.m. The Music Box, 147 Creek Rd, 
Craftsbury 05826. Yankee Chank is a 
group of musicians from throughout 
Vermont who perform traditional dance 
music from Southwest Louisiana. Phone: 
802-586-7533, Email: www.themusicboxvt.
org

The Irish “Wave” in Vermont, 10 a.m. 
Greensboro Free Library. Vince Feeney, 
the author of “Finnigans, Slaters and 
Stonepeggers: the History of the Irish in 
Vermont “, tells the little known story of the 
impact Irish immigrants had on Vermont 
life in the mid 19th century. Phone: 802-
533-2531

Sun, October 17

Feet for Food - 2.3 mile walk at 12:30 
p.m. at St. Peter’s Parish Hall, Elm Street, 
Lyndonville, VT. The walk starts at 1 p.m. 
and goes over Stevens Loop. Benefits the 
Lyndon Area Food Shelf. Phone: 802-626-
5586.

dead Creek Snow Goose Viewing 
and Lake Champlain Valley. Last year 
we saw thousands of Snow Geese, 
Blackbirds, and Black Scoters. Let’s see 
if we can top that. Phone: 802-626-9071, 
Email: blackpoll@myfairpoint.net

Wed, October 20

The Architecture of Farming:  
Vermont’s Agricultural History and 
Farm Buildings. Sponsored by the 
Bradford Historical Society.  Pot-luck 
supper 6 p.m., Program 7 p.m. Nancy 
Boone, State Architectural Historian 
and Deputy State Historic Preservation 
Officer with the Vermont Division for 
Historic Preservation, will discuss 200 
years of farming activities in Vermont 
and the buildings that were built to serve 
them. Congregational Vestry,  245 N. 
Main, Bradford, VT. Free. Handicapped 
accessible.  Phone: 802-222-4423.   

Wed, October 27

Annual Lasagna Fundraiser - get all of 
the orders in by the Oct. 22. The cost is 
$22 for a lasagna which feeds six and 
can be picked up between 4 and 6 p.m. 
on the afternoon of the 27th. Benefits the 
Danville Senior Meal Site.

Sat, October 30

Book discussion of “Finnigans, Slaters 
and Stonepeggers: the History of the 
Irish in Vermont,” 10 a.m. Greensboro 
Free Library. Learn more about the Irish 
in Vermont. Phone: 802-533-2531.

Give us a call or visit our showroom at
744 Portland Street, St. Johnsbury, VT
(802) 748-8895 • (800) 286-6296

www.mayosglass.com • info@mayosglass.com
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