
by nathaniel tRiPP

Everyone is relieved 
the election season 
is over. The decep-

tive advertising and mas-
sive spending were worse 
than ever, and so were the 
media, playing it like a sport-
ing event while raking in 
the profits. Where is all the 
money coming from? Do any 
of those politicians really 
care about us?  However, no 
matter how much we com-
plain about things here in 
Vermont, it could be worse. 
We could live in New York. 

I’ve been traveling up and 
down New York Route 22 all 
my life.  From Fair Haven to 
southern New York, it runs 
right beside the borders of 
Vermont,  Massachusetts , 
and Connecticut. It’s a beau-
tiful route, following the 
little valleys that 
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(802) 748-4527
autotrader.com
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P.O. Box 319 Danville, VT 05828-0319 DANVILLE VOTERS
Th anks for your support for 

Australian Ballot!
Paid for by Barbara H.Fontaine

Cut Your Own:  
$15 - $25

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
2113 Thaddeus Stevens Rd Peacham, VT

802.592.3366
Hot Chocolate on weekends
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Vermont National Guard SPC Patrick McElroy is on a 30-day medical leave from the Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center in Washington, D.C. He was wounded on Sept. 24 in Afghanistan. Patrick recently sat down to describe what 
his life has been like for the last year.

Arriving at the McElroy home in East Barnet, Patrick’s son, Con-
nor, does the greeting. He tells me that he has just turned fi ve and had 
a birthday party. Patrick’s wife, Corinna, is holding Emma, fi ve months 
old. Connor happily plays while we talk but glances at his father often to 
make sure he is still there. 

“Connor really missed his dad,” Corinna says. “Since he’s been 
home, Connor hasn’t left him for a second except to go to school.”

His family is happy to have him home for the holidays, but the nature 
of his return was an emotional roller coaster. 

Patrick was wounded in Afghanistan on Sept. 24 and taken to a hos-
pital at Bagram Air Force Base. 

“They cut me open from the rib cage down to make sure fragments 
were not still in my body,” he remembers of his trip to the hospital. 
“Afterwards, that hurt more than getting shot.”   

“Patrick’s platoon sergeant called and said he had been hurt but that 

he was right there and I could talk to him,” Corinna remembers. “He 
sounded OK but tired. He said he had a tube in his throat down to his 
stomach.” Patrick admits he was in quite a bit of pain but tried not to 
let Corinna hear it in his voice. She, however, was studying nursing, and 
“was more worried knowing all the stuff I know.”

From the hospital at Bagram, Patrick was next fl own to Landstuhl 
Regional Medical Center in Germany. He says, “I was there until Sept. 
27. On the 27th, I fl ew to Walter Reed Army Medical Center. Techni-
cally, I’m an out-patient at Walter Reed and on convalescent leave. That 
means you are well enough to maintain on your own but you can go 
home and rest.”

Patrick is not allowed to discuss the details of how he was wounded, 
since the incident is still under investigation.

When his medical leave is up, Patrick will return to Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center for a doctor ...Page 28
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Please Let Us Know 
If You Move

The USPS is not willing, or not able, to 
remember where you have gone or 
where you once were.  In the best of  

circumstances, the wrong address will 
significantly delay the arrival of your 

North Star.
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The above photo, part of Brian Lynaugh’s  large collection, depicts a local barn. The 
picture was taken by State Aerial Farm Statistics, Inc., a 52-year-old aerial photo firm 
headquartered in Toledo, Ohio. Can you name that barn. Answer below.

Isobel Swartz
Lorna Quimby
Nathaniel Tripp
Rachel Siegel
Lynn Bonfield
Vanna Guldenschuh

Bill Amos
Donna Garfield
Dee Palmer
Jim Ashley
Sharon Lakey
Van Parker

Robyn Greenstone

18 Danville Boys Soccer
by Jim Ashley
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WESTERN AVENUE STATION

Green Mountain Coffee & Snacks

Specializing in
 Exhaust systems

 Brakes
“See Dan

the Muffler Man”
Danny Lapierre,

Mechanic

160 Western Ave.  St. Johnsbury, VT 05819  (802) 748-2894

“Your friendly full-service station”

“For God so loved the 

world that He gave 

His only begotten Son, 

that whoever believes 

in Him should not 

perish, but have eter-

nal life.”

John 3:16

Amid all the rush
and excitement, 

remember:
Jesus is the reason

for the season.

Merry Christmas
from our families to yours.

199 Depot Street, Lyndonville, Vermont 
(802) 626-9026 (800) 822-9026

http://www.thecarpetconnectioninc.com/

Estate Planning and
Trust & Estate Administration Practice Group

Wills, trusts, powers of attorney, advance 
directives

Property preservation and management

Minimize gift and estate taxation

IRA and pension beneficiary elections

Planning for U.S. citizens and non-U.S. 
citizens

Charitable giving strategies

Business organization and succession 
planning

Trust and estate administration

www.stebbinsbradley.com Hanover, New Hampshire ● 603 643 3737
Norwich, Vermont ● 802 649 1200

St. Johnsbury, Vermont ● 802 748 6367

NVRH Diabetes Programs  
are for people who want to live  
better with diabetes.

AwAreness    educAtion    Prevention

To regisTer or for information  
call ginny flanders, rd, cde 802 748-7433

Diabetes  
Self Management 

UpcoMing SeSSion !

Life with diabetes
tuesdays, February 1,8,15 
10:00 a.m. to noon 
nvrH Business ctr 126

Healthy eating 
Happy cooking
$20 | 3 meetings

tuesdays, January 11,18,25
10:00 a.m. to noon 
nvrH Business ctr 126

This program 
requires a referral 
from your 
healthcare provider.

First Night 2011: Featuring events for the entire family
Area residents who join in this year’s First 

Night celebration will fi nd an exciting variety 
of new performers as well as a core group of 

familiar and crowd pleasing entertainers for what has 
become one of the most anticipated and enjoyable 
traditions in the Northeast Kingdom.

A strong selection of new acts have been added 
to this year’s line-up, which will run from 4 p.m. to 
midnight as usual, including:

The Mellow Yellow Experience – Featuring 
music of the 1960’s, authentic costumes, a fi lm and 
light show and even go-go dancers.

The Mike Fortier Band – The former lead singer 
of the Burke Mountain Bandits returns with a new 
class country music showcase.

The Swing North Big Band – with 18 musicians 
playing all of the best music from the swing and big 
band dance era.

Judith Witters, the Three Apple Storyteller – 
is a nationally-known and respected storyteller 
who has won many awards for her intrerpretation 
of traditional tales and legends from around the 
world.  The entire family will be enthralled by her 
presentation.

Valley Improv – is one of the most exciting 
additions to his year’s lineup.  This group of 
professional comedians with experience in such 
groups as Second City and the Capital Steps will keep 
the audience in stitches with their improvisations 
based on a set-up similar to the hit show “Who’s 
Line Is It, Anyway.”

The North Country Chorus Messiah Sing-A-
Long – This popular choral group has appeared at 
First Night’s in the past, but never have they invited 
the audience to sing-a-long with them.  This creative 
approach to one of the world’s most beloved 
choral pieces will make everyone in the audience a 
performer at First Night.

The Freedom Blues Band – This group of area 
musicians will gather for First Night only to create 
a super-group jam of some of the most enjoyable 
blues tunes anywhere.

Catamount Arts – Celebration participations 
who want to take a break from live performances 
can also enjoy one or both of this year’s festival 

movies, including “Anvil: The Story of 
Anvil” and “Every Little Step,” – both 
of which have musical themes.

The Back Shed String Band – 
Samantha Amay, a member of Not The 
Best, one of the most popular bands 
in last year’s celebration, returns with 
a new group which grew out of the 
tradition of the “Shed,” the Northeast 
Kingdom’s legendary home for 
traditional bluegrass music.  The Back 
Shed String Band will be presenting 
both old fashioned favorites and new 
compositions for the bluegrass fan.

Emily Nyman – This well-known 
performer from Newport will 
present a set of standards, pop tunes 
and original compositions 
is a style that has made her 
one of the most entertaining 
performers in the Northeast 
Kingdom.

Andriana Gnap – The 
holiday season will continue 
into the New Year with this 
concert of traditional Balkan 
Christmas music from this 
singer and musician who 
has appeared in concerts 
throughout New England.  This 
accomplished violinist  will be 
joined by her mother on harp 
and her aunt of several traditional instruments 
to help spread the holiday cheer throughout the 
evening.

Dana and Susan Robinson – One of the most 
exciting additions to this year’s lineup is the duo of 
Dana and Susan Robinson, from North Carolina.  
Quickly gaining a national reputation, they will 
present a concert of traditional folk music that will 
have the audience clapping, toe-tapping and just 
plain smiling at music to warm the cold winter’s 
night.

The Hypzotique Bellydance Circus – Experience 
the exotic lure of the Middle East with this full-scale 

production that features several dancers, beautiful 
costumes and even a host/comedian. This unusual 
event is appropriate for the entire family and focuses 
on the grace and form of this ancient and traditional 
form of entertainment.

The Woods Tea Company – Long considered 
Vermont’s Musical Ambassadors to the World,  
this amazing folk group returns to First Night 
after several year’s absence and with a new, three 
performer format that features Patty Casey, one of 
New England’s leading vocalists and song-writers.

Welcoming these new performers to the First 
Night line-up will also be a full evening’s worth of 
returning singers, musicians, dancers, magicians and 

movies, including “Anvil: The Story of 
Anvil” and “Every Little Step,” – both 

present a set of standards, pop tunes 

accomplished violinist  will be 

The Dancing Djinn

James Lamar
The Bayley-Hazen Boys

other entertainers, including 
such audience favorites as 
James Lamar, The King of Silly, 
The Magic of Ishkabibble, 
Professor Maravel’s Magic 
Show, You Already Know 
Hip-Hop Extravaganza, Bob 
Shelley’s Hypnotism, the St. 
Johnsbury Academy Hilltones, 
Pina Antonelli, Bill Tobin, 
Cody Michaels, the Kingdom 
County Comedy Theater, 
Rubato, Stephen Herreid, 
James Bentley, Bobbi and Me, 
the Moore Family, Windrose, 
the  Bethe l  Music ians , 
The Tessilations, The St. 
Johnsbury Drum Ensemble 
the Bayley-Hazen Boys and 
the Bob Amos Band.

Residents who want to get 
into the spirit of the evening 
may also participate in dancing 
themselves with such offerings 
as the Country Corners Square 
Dance and the Contra Dance 
at the St. Johnsbury School 
and swing dance lessons in 
Streeter Hall.

In addition, festival goers 
seeking the unusual may also 
sample such entertainment 
as the Fairbanks Museum 
Planetar ium Show, the 
Dancing Djinn outside show 
on Main Street,the Vermont 
Intaglio exhibit at the Gato 
Nero Studio on Railroad 
Street,  Karaoke at the 
Kingdom Recovery Center, 
the St. Johnsbury Youth 
Advisory Council Game Site 
and the Community Fun Fair 
at the Academy Field House.

Food will also be an 

First Night St. Johnsbury 2011 
Venue 4:00 pm 5:00 pm 6:00 pm 7:00 pm 8:00 pm 9:00 pm 10:00 pm 11:00 pm 

St. J. School 
Auditorium 

Youth Advisory 
Council 

Food-Games 
St. J. School 
4 pm – 8 pm 

Mellow Yellow 
Experience 

Mike Fortier 
Band 

Mike Fortier 
Band 

Mellow Yellow 
Experience 

Mellow Yellow 
Experience 

Fireworks! 
At Academy Gym 
Parking Lot Area 

Midnight – 2010 
Ball Drop – Dancing Djinn 

St. J School 
All Purpose 

 Country Corners 
Square Dance 

Contra Dance 
7:30 pm – 10 pm 

Academy 
Fieldhouse 

Community Fun Fair – Community of Concern 
 4:00 pm – 8:30 pm 

 

Streeter Hall   Swing Dance Lessons Swing North Big Band Maple Leaf 7 Maple Leaf 7 

Morse Center Judith Witters James Lamar Judith Witters King of Silly King of Silly Valley Improv Valley Improv Maple Grove 
Pancake 
Supper 

Streeter Hall 
10-11:30 pm 

Fuller Hall The Magic Of 
Ishkabibble 

Hypzotique 
Bellydance 

Circus 

Hypzotique 
Bellydance 

Circus 

Prof. Marvel’s 
Magic Show 

You Already 
Know  

Bob Shelley’s 
Hypnotism 

You Already 
Know 

South Church Hilltones Messiah Sing-A-
Long 

Pina Antonelli Bill Tobin Pina Antonelli Freedom Blues 
Band 

Cody Michaels 

Catamount  
Theater 1 

Anvil: The Story of Anvil Anvil: The Story of Anvil Anvil: The Story of Anvil Anvil: The Story of Anvil 

Catamount 
Theater 2 

Every Little Step Every Little Step Every Little Step Every Little Step 

Catamount 
Cabaret 

Kingdom County 
Comedy Theater 

Kingdom County 
Comedy Theater 

Rubato Stephen Herreid James Bentley Stephen Herreid James Bentley Stephen Herreid 

Universalist 
Church 

Gato Nero Studio 
Vermont Intaglio Society Show 

4 pm - Midnight 

Bobbie and Me Back Shed String 
Band 

Back Shed String 
Band 

Bobbie and Me Food & Snacks All Over Town 
South Church – North Church – St. J. 

School – Catamount Arts – Universalist 
Church – St. Andrew’s – Streeter Hall St. J House Emily Nyman Emily Nyman Moore Family Moore Family 

Grace Church Andriana Gnap Andriana Gnap Windrose Windrose  Dana & Susan 
Robinson 

Dana & Susan 
Robinson 

 

St. Andrew’s 
Church 

 Bethel Musicians Bethel Musicians The Tessilations The Tessilations St. Johnsbury 
Drum Ensemble 

Karaoke! 
Kingdom Recovery Center 

Corner of Central & Summer Streets 
5 pm - Midnight 

Fairbanks 
Museum 

Dancing Djinn 
On Main Street 

6:45 – 7:45 – 8:45 

Planetarium 
Show 

Planetarium 
Show 

Planetarium 
Show 

Planetarium 
Show 

North Church  The Bayley-
Hazen Boys 

The Bob Amos 
Band 

The Bob Amos 
Band 

Woods Tea 
Company 

Woods Tea 
Company 

 
important part of the evening 
as well, with snacks being 
available many places and 
larger menus, including full 
dinners, available at such 
locations as South Church, 
The Universalist Church, St. 
Andrew’s Church, the North 
Church and Catamount Arts.  
As in past years, the main 
event for food will take place 
from 10:00 pm-11:30 pm 
when Maple Grove sponsors 

the free pancake supper in the 
Streeter Hall dining room at St. 
Johnsbury Academy.  Pancakes 
and all of the trimming will 
served up by area Boy Scouts.

The Finale of the evening 
will take place at 12:00 
midnight when everyone is 
invited to attend the lighting 

and raising of the New Year’s 
ball and a full fi reworks show 
in the gym parking lot of the 
Academy.  The Dancing Djinn 
will also perform to welcome 
in the New Year.

Residents will be able to 
purchase buttons on New 
Year’s Eve that will admit 

them to all events, but these 
buttons are also available now 
at a reduced price.  

For a full listing of all sales sites 
for buttons, please visit www.fi rst-
nightstj. Advance buttons can also 
be purchased on-line at www.cata-
mountarts.org.

18 photos
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The high school I attended in the industrial north of England was founded in 
1875, the sister school to a boys’ high school founded in 1662.  Our student 
body and faculty were all female.  Every year we celebrated Founders’ Day to 

recognize the foresight and generosity of the 19Th century mill owners and indus-
trialists who had recognized the importance of educating women.  Included in the 
ceremony was an anthem based on text from the Old Testament Apocryphal book 
of Ecclesiasticus Ch 44: v.2-15

“Let us now praise famous men, and our fathers 
that begat us … Such as did bear rule in their 
kingdoms, men renowned for their power, giving 
counsel by their understanding, and declaring 
prophecies:  
 Leaders of the people by their counsels, and by 
their knowledge … Such as found out musical 
tunes, and recited verses in writing…  
 There be of them, that have left a name behind 
them, that their praises might be reported.  
 And some there be, which have no memorial; 
who are perished, as though they had never 
been… 
 But these were merciful men, whose 
righteousness hath not been forgotten…  
 their glory shall not be blotted out… Their 
bodies are buried in peace; but their name liveth 
for evermore.”  

Looking back, I wonder whether any of the 
faculty found it ironic that we females -- some 
of whom were highly educated women -- should 
be only praising men, but that was in the days 
before political correctness.  But praise them we 
did, because their generosity had also endowed 
us with scholarships to Oxford and Cambridge 
universities, and many academic prizes.

I had never given much thought to the word 
“legacy”, (a gift of money or property left to 
someone; a bequest; anything handed down 
from, or as from, an ancestor) and its implica-
tions, until the last part of the George W. Bush 
Administration.  At that time the President and 
the media seemed focused on his legacy.  Surely, 
two wars; a bankrupt economy; torture of pris-
oners and civilians; abrogation of international 
treaties; and a diminished world view of the 
United States seemed to me to be legacy enough 
for one man!

To think, while one is living, of creating a 
legacy of the type I have described, takes a cer-
tain level of arrogance.  This is the same type 
of pride that can create another type of legacy 
entirely -- an aristocracy of wealth and power -- 
one that may be the result of ruthless ambition 
or selfishness.  A true legacy is not created in 
desperation at the end of a political term. To me 
this shows a pathetic need for public recognition 
that may be unjustified.  A true legacy is a gift, 
the summation of a life seen by others through 
the lens of time.

In thinking of many famous people I wonder 
whether most of them worried about their “leg-
acies” as they lived their lives.  Did Beethoven, 
Bach, Mozart or Vivaldi think of this as they 
toiled to supply their wealthy patrons with music 
to entertain them and impress their friends  — 

that glorious music that we, today, call Classical 
music?  Did William Shakespeare think of his 
legacy as he worked by candlelight to write plays 
to satisfy the rabble audiences of the London 
theaters of his day?  Somehow, I doubt it!

Perhaps Leonardo da Vinci or Michelangelo 
believed they were creating their master works 
for the greater glory of God and certainly for the 
legacies of the Popes of their day.  But surely for 
them the pay for their work, that provided daily 
bread, wine and cheese so necessary for survival, 
was probably more immediately important.  
And what of great writers past and present? Are 
they thinking of “legacy” as they write plays, 
poetry, novels, and great works of science, poli-
tics, and economics? Were Charles Darwin or 
Albert Einstein thinking of their legacies as they 
formulated and refined the theories of Evolu-
tion or Relativity?   And what about the female 
writers, women such as the Bronte sisters, or 
scientists like Eve Curie, women who could not 
publish unless assuming men’s names or publish 
with male associates! They and other scholars 
and explorers present the bounty of their dis-
coveries for all humanity to share and discuss.  
Creative genius, a part of our innermost being, 
forced them to go on explorations of the mind 
or physical world or, by resisting that force, 
dooms them to live unsatisfied lives.  What they 
created may well be considered a legacy to the 
human race.  We who enjoy their creations can 
refer to these gifts in that way, but creating a 
legacy is not what drives this genius.

We all leave a legacy of some kind, through 
our families, our work, our creativity and our 
sins, great and small.  Human civilizations are 
based upon these bequests. We have no choice 
but to participate.   Thomas Gray’s “Elegy Writ-
ten in a Country Church-yard” describes this 
incidental humble giving of a legacy:

“Perhaps in this neglected spot is laid 
Some heart once pregnant with celestial fire; 
Hands, that the rod of empire might have sway’d, 
Or waked to ecstasy the living lyre:…

Far from the madding crowd’s ignoble strife, 
Their sober wishes never learn’d to stray; 
Along the cool sequester’d vale of life 
They kept the noiseless tenour of their way”

Our real choice is whether to live our lives as 
best we can, or to worry about what future gen-
erations will think of us when we are gone.  Our 
real choice is whether to follow our personal 
creative genius and let it bloom in whatever way 
it will, or to stifle it by conforming to what we 
think will please others.  These are important 
choices we can make for our peace of mind. Let 
the future define our legacies!

Searching for a legacy
By IsoBel P. swartzFor all your 

Construction Needs 
Large or Small

Custom Homes • Remodeling • Addition • Roofing • Siding • Decks
 Painting - Interior or Exterior, No Matter What Size • Fully Insured

1085 Rte 2 East, Danville, VT 05828 • 802-684-9955
Trent Cell 802-535-9108 • Nate Cell 802-535-7303 • Fax 802-684-3414

Fenoff & Hale 
Construction Inc.

We would like 
to thank all of 

our landowners, 
loggers, truckers 

and customers for 
making our 36th 
year in business 
a successful one.

Happy 
Holidays

GOODRIDGE LUMBER, INC.

Bailey-Hazen Road • Route 14
Albany, Vermont

802-755-6298
Superior Cedar Products & Services since 1974

White Cedar Log Homes & Log Siding
Rough and Finished White Cedar Lumber

Decking ● T+V Groove ● Shiplap ● Square Edge
Perma-Chink Products for Log Homes

www.goodridgelumber.com

Lyndonville Agway
6601 Memorial Drive, Lyndonville, VT 05819
Phone: 802.626.8081 Fax: 802.626.5538

We’re not 
just a feed 

store!
• Candles 
• Christmas Cards 
• Calendars
• Breyer Horses 

• John Deere Toys 
• Bird Feeders
• Poinsettias 
• Schliech Miniature Animals
• Pet Toys 
       ...and much, much more!

Sanderson’s Wooden Bowls
Perfect for that Special Gift

Each Bowl is Hand-turned
from Native Vermont

Hardwood
www.vtbowls.com

Sam & Weeza Sanderson
2902 VT RT 114 East Burke, VT, (802) 626-9622

Come visit our showroom

MAYO’S
GLASS n SERVICE
744 Portland Street, St. Johnsbury, VT
(802) 748-8895 • (800) 286-6296

www.mayosglass.com

Jim, Chris, Julie, Mike and Tim

Wishing you 
and yours a very 

Happy   
   Holiday!
Happy   
   Holiday!

A Village 
Bakery
Croissants • Pastries

Cakes • Tarts
Special Occasion Cakes

Coffee • Espresso
Lattes • Teas

Light Lunches • WiFi

Hill Street, Danville • 802-684-3385
Hours: Wed -  Fri  6:30-1:30, Sat & Sun 8-1

Order your Christmas cakes, pies and cookies by Dec. 17
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A near death in the family
by John Downs
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7 The artist as historian
by Sharon Lakey

20 First Night 2011
Schedule of events for the whole family

20  NOVEMBER 2010   THE NORTH STAR MONTHLY

Estate Planning and
Trust & Estate Administration Practice Group

Wills, trusts, powers of attorney, advance 
directives

Property preservation and management

Minimize gift and estate taxation

IRA and pension beneficiary elections

Planning for U.S. citizens and non-U.S. 
citizens

Charitable giving strategies

Business organization and succession 
planning

Trust and estate administration

www.stebbinsbradley.com Hanover, New Hampshire ● 603 643 3737
Norwich, Vermont ● 802 649 1200

St. Johnsbury, Vermont ● 802 748 6367

NVRH Diabetes Programs  
are for people who want to live  
better with diabetes.

AwAreness    educAtion    Prevention

To regisTer or for information  
call ginny flanders, rd, cde 802 748-7433

Diabetes  
Self Management 

UpcoMing SeSSion !

Life with diabetes
tuesdays, February 1,8,15 
10:00 a.m. to noon 
nvrH Business ctr 126

Healthy eating 
Happy cooking
$20 | 3 meetings

tuesdays, January 11,18,25
10:00 a.m. to noon 
nvrH Business ctr 126

This program 
requires a referral 
from your 
healthcare provider.

First Night 2011: Featuring events for the entire family
Area residents who join in this year’s First 

Night celebration will fi nd an exciting variety 
of new performers as well as a core group of 

familiar and crowd pleasing entertainers for what has 
become one of the most anticipated and enjoyable 
traditions in the Northeast Kingdom.

A strong selection of new acts have been added 
to this year’s line-up, which will run from 4 p.m. to 
midnight as usual, including:

The Mellow Yellow Experience – Featuring 
music of the 1960’s, authentic costumes, a fi lm and 
light show and even go-go dancers.

The Mike Fortier Band – The former lead singer 
of the Burke Mountain Bandits returns with a new 
class country music showcase.

The Swing North Big Band – with 18 musicians 
playing all of the best music from the swing and big 
band dance era.

Judith Witters, the Three Apple Storyteller – 
is a nationally-known and respected storyteller 
who has won many awards for her intrerpretation 
of traditional tales and legends from around the 
world.  The entire family will be enthralled by her 
presentation.

Valley Improv – is one of the most exciting 
additions to his year’s lineup.  This group of 
professional comedians with experience in such 
groups as Second City and the Capital Steps will keep 
the audience in stitches with their improvisations 
based on a set-up similar to the hit show “Who’s 
Line Is It, Anyway.”

The North Country Chorus Messiah Sing-A-
Long – This popular choral group has appeared at 
First Night’s in the past, but never have they invited 
the audience to sing-a-long with them.  This creative 
approach to one of the world’s most beloved 
choral pieces will make everyone in the audience a 
performer at First Night.

The Freedom Blues Band – This group of area 
musicians will gather for First Night only to create 
a super-group jam of some of the most enjoyable 
blues tunes anywhere.

Catamount Arts – Celebration participations 
who want to take a break from live performances 
can also enjoy one or both of this year’s festival 

movies, including “Anvil: The Story of 
Anvil” and “Every Little Step,” – both 
of which have musical themes.

The Back Shed String Band – 
Samantha Amay, a member of Not The 
Best, one of the most popular bands 
in last year’s celebration, returns with 
a new group which grew out of the 
tradition of the “Shed,” the Northeast 
Kingdom’s legendary home for 
traditional bluegrass music.  The Back 
Shed String Band will be presenting 
both old fashioned favorites and new 
compositions for the bluegrass fan.

Emily Nyman – This well-known 
performer from Newport will 
present a set of standards, pop tunes 
and original compositions 
is a style that has made her 
one of the most entertaining 
performers in the Northeast 
Kingdom.

Andriana Gnap – The 
holiday season will continue 
into the New Year with this 
concert of traditional Balkan 
Christmas music from this 
singer and musician who 
has appeared in concerts 
throughout New England.  This 
accomplished violinist  will be 
joined by her mother on harp 
and her aunt of several traditional instruments 
to help spread the holiday cheer throughout the 
evening.

Dana and Susan Robinson – One of the most 
exciting additions to this year’s lineup is the duo of 
Dana and Susan Robinson, from North Carolina.  
Quickly gaining a national reputation, they will 
present a concert of traditional folk music that will 
have the audience clapping, toe-tapping and just 
plain smiling at music to warm the cold winter’s 
night.

The Hypzotique Bellydance Circus – Experience 
the exotic lure of the Middle East with this full-scale 

production that features several dancers, beautiful 
costumes and even a host/comedian. This unusual 
event is appropriate for the entire family and focuses 
on the grace and form of this ancient and traditional 
form of entertainment.

The Woods Tea Company – Long considered 
Vermont’s Musical Ambassadors to the World,  
this amazing folk group returns to First Night 
after several year’s absence and with a new, three 
performer format that features Patty Casey, one of 
New England’s leading vocalists and song-writers.

Welcoming these new performers to the First 
Night line-up will also be a full evening’s worth of 
returning singers, musicians, dancers, magicians and 

movies, including “Anvil: The Story of 
Anvil” and “Every Little Step,” – both 

present a set of standards, pop tunes 

accomplished violinist  will be 

The Dancing Djinn

James Lamar
The Bayley-Hazen Boys
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Write
to
Us

LETTERS: Write to The North Star, and let us
know what’s on your mind.Your point of view
or observation is important to us. Letters must
be signed.
ARTICLES: We don’t have a big staff of writ-
ers. So we look forward to you sending your
writing. If you have questions or ideas and want
to ask us first, please call.We’ll send our guide-
lines. No fiction, please.
PHOTOS: We’d like to see your photos and
welcome them with a story or without.They
can be black-and-white or color, but they must
be clear.
PRESS RELEASES: We prefer press releases
that are unique to The North Star.
DEADLINE: 15th of the month prior to pub-
lication.
All materials will be considered on a space available
basis.

ContributingWriters

Answer: Currier Farm, Harveys Holow, Danville VT
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The high school I attended in the industrial north of England was founded in 
1875, the sister school to a boys’ high school founded in 1662.  Our student 
body and faculty were all female.  Every year we celebrated Founders’ Day to 

recognize the foresight and generosity of the 19Th century mill owners and indus-
trialists who had recognized the importance of educating women.  Included in the 
ceremony was an anthem based on text from the Old Testament Apocryphal book 
of Ecclesiasticus Ch 44: v.2-15

“Let us now praise famous men, and our fathers 
that begat us … Such as did bear rule in their 
kingdoms, men renowned for their power, giving 
counsel by their understanding, and declaring 
prophecies:  
 Leaders of the people by their counsels, and by 
their knowledge … Such as found out musical 
tunes, and recited verses in writing…  
 There be of them, that have left a name behind 
them, that their praises might be reported.  
 And some there be, which have no memorial; 
who are perished, as though they had never 
been… 
 But these were merciful men, whose 
righteousness hath not been forgotten…  
 their glory shall not be blotted out… Their 
bodies are buried in peace; but their name liveth 
for evermore.”  

Looking back, I wonder whether any of the 
faculty found it ironic that we females -- some 
of whom were highly educated women -- should 
be only praising men, but that was in the days 
before political correctness.  But praise them we 
did, because their generosity had also endowed 
us with scholarships to Oxford and Cambridge 
universities, and many academic prizes.

I had never given much thought to the word 
“legacy”, (a gift of money or property left to 
someone; a bequest; anything handed down 
from, or as from, an ancestor) and its implica-
tions, until the last part of the George W. Bush 
Administration.  At that time the President and 
the media seemed focused on his legacy.  Surely, 
two wars; a bankrupt economy; torture of pris-
oners and civilians; abrogation of international 
treaties; and a diminished world view of the 
United States seemed to me to be legacy enough 
for one man!

To think, while one is living, of creating a 
legacy of the type I have described, takes a cer-
tain level of arrogance.  This is the same type 
of pride that can create another type of legacy 
entirely -- an aristocracy of wealth and power -- 
one that may be the result of ruthless ambition 
or selfishness.  A true legacy is not created in 
desperation at the end of a political term. To me 
this shows a pathetic need for public recognition 
that may be unjustified.  A true legacy is a gift, 
the summation of a life seen by others through 
the lens of time.

In thinking of many famous people I wonder 
whether most of them worried about their “leg-
acies” as they lived their lives.  Did Beethoven, 
Bach, Mozart or Vivaldi think of this as they 
toiled to supply their wealthy patrons with music 
to entertain them and impress their friends  — 

that glorious music that we, today, call Classical 
music?  Did William Shakespeare think of his 
legacy as he worked by candlelight to write plays 
to satisfy the rabble audiences of the London 
theaters of his day?  Somehow, I doubt it!

Perhaps Leonardo da Vinci or Michelangelo 
believed they were creating their master works 
for the greater glory of God and certainly for the 
legacies of the Popes of their day.  But surely for 
them the pay for their work, that provided daily 
bread, wine and cheese so necessary for survival, 
was probably more immediately important.  
And what of great writers past and present? Are 
they thinking of “legacy” as they write plays, 
poetry, novels, and great works of science, poli-
tics, and economics? Were Charles Darwin or 
Albert Einstein thinking of their legacies as they 
formulated and refined the theories of Evolu-
tion or Relativity?   And what about the female 
writers, women such as the Bronte sisters, or 
scientists like Eve Curie, women who could not 
publish unless assuming men’s names or publish 
with male associates! They and other scholars 
and explorers present the bounty of their dis-
coveries for all humanity to share and discuss.  
Creative genius, a part of our innermost being, 
forced them to go on explorations of the mind 
or physical world or, by resisting that force, 
dooms them to live unsatisfied lives.  What they 
created may well be considered a legacy to the 
human race.  We who enjoy their creations can 
refer to these gifts in that way, but creating a 
legacy is not what drives this genius.

We all leave a legacy of some kind, through 
our families, our work, our creativity and our 
sins, great and small.  Human civilizations are 
based upon these bequests. We have no choice 
but to participate.   Thomas Gray’s “Elegy Writ-
ten in a Country Church-yard” describes this 
incidental humble giving of a legacy:

“Perhaps in this neglected spot is laid 
Some heart once pregnant with celestial fire; 
Hands, that the rod of empire might have sway’d, 
Or waked to ecstasy the living lyre:…

Far from the madding crowd’s ignoble strife, 
Their sober wishes never learn’d to stray; 
Along the cool sequester’d vale of life 
They kept the noiseless tenour of their way”

Our real choice is whether to live our lives as 
best we can, or to worry about what future gen-
erations will think of us when we are gone.  Our 
real choice is whether to follow our personal 
creative genius and let it bloom in whatever way 
it will, or to stifle it by conforming to what we 
think will please others.  These are important 
choices we can make for our peace of mind. Let 
the future define our legacies!

Searching for a legacy
By IsoBel P. swartzFor all your 

Construction Needs 
Large or Small

Custom Homes • Remodeling • Addition • Roofing • Siding • Decks
 Painting - Interior or Exterior, No Matter What Size • Fully Insured

1085 Rte 2 East, Danville, VT 05828 • 802-684-9955
Trent Cell 802-535-9108 • Nate Cell 802-535-7303 • Fax 802-684-3414

Fenoff & Hale 
Construction Inc.

We would like 
to thank all of 

our landowners, 
loggers, truckers 

and customers for 
making our 36th 
year in business 
a successful one.

Happy 
Holidays

GOODRIDGE LUMBER, INC.

Bailey-Hazen Road • Route 14
Albany, Vermont

802-755-6298
Superior Cedar Products & Services since 1974

White Cedar Log Homes & Log Siding
Rough and Finished White Cedar Lumber

Decking ● T+V Groove ● Shiplap ● Square Edge
Perma-Chink Products for Log Homes

www.goodridgelumber.com

Lyndonville Agway
6601 Memorial Drive, Lyndonville, VT 05819
Phone: 802.626.8081 Fax: 802.626.5538

We’re not 
just a feed 

store!
• Candles 
• Christmas Cards 
• Calendars
• Breyer Horses 

• John Deere Toys 
• Bird Feeders
• Poinsettias 
• Schliech Miniature Animals
• Pet Toys 
       ...and much, much more!

Sanderson’s Wooden Bowls
Perfect for that Special Gift

Each Bowl is Hand-turned
from Native Vermont

Hardwood
www.vtbowls.com

Sam & Weeza Sanderson
2902 VT RT 114 East Burke, VT, (802) 626-9622

Come visit our showroom

MAYO’S
GLASS n SERVICE
744 Portland Street, St. Johnsbury, VT
(802) 748-8895 • (800) 286-6296

www.mayosglass.com

Jim, Chris, Julie, Mike and Tim

Wishing you 
and yours a very 

Happy   
   Holiday!
Happy   
   Holiday!

A Village 
Bakery
Croissants • Pastries

Cakes • Tarts
Special Occasion Cakes

Coffee • Espresso
Lattes • Teas

Light Lunches • WiFi

Hill Street, Danville • 802-684-3385
Hours: Wed -  Fri  6:30-1:30, Sat & Sun 8-1

Order your Christmas cakes, pies and cookies by Dec. 17
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‘Yea, though I Walk through the Valley in 
the Shadow of Tech’ by Rachel Siegel
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Christmas, 2010
by Lorna Quimby
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George Morehouse, Concord VT
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Arland Noyes, Lyndonville VT
Arnold Nunn, West Danville VT
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Donalda Page, Barnet VT
Stephen Parker, Danville VT
Benita J. Passut, Jensen Beach FL
Manuel & Marylin Piro, Montpelier VT
A. V. Polhemus, Uncasville CT
Bruce & Barbara Pratt, West Danville VT
Randy Pratt, St. Louis MO
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E & S Richardson, Barton VT
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State committee pushed towns to list unmarked soldier’s graves,
Columbus’ anchor found off the coast of Trinidad

December 12, 1879
West Danville – Mr. N.D. Mc-

Naughton of West  Danv ille h as 
purchased from Mr. H.K. Fletcher, 
a half interest in the flouring mill at 
East Hardwick. Mr. M. is known in  
these parts as the owner of the West 
Danville mill, a nd as a fair dealing 
and honorable businessman, as well 
as a first rate miller. He is deserv ing 
of much success, and w e t rust h is 
new purchase at Hardwick will prove 
a remunerative one.

Band Concert – The  P rom-
enade Concert given by the Dan -
ville Cornet Band and Orchestra 
at the town hall last Thursday eve-
ning was very largely attended and 
everybody p resent w as p leased 
with the entertainment. The band 
boys propose to enlarge th eir or-
chestra to 10 or 12 instruments  
and when full- organized to give 
two or  t hree s imilar ent ertain-
ments i n t his v illage dur ing t he 
winter. They will al so v isit some 
other towns for the purpose of giv-
ing concerts.

Granby Fire – Loomis Well’s 
saw mill was burned a weeks ago 
Friday. Th e los s i s es timated at  
$1,000. E verything was alright  
when Mr. Wells left for the night 
and it is supposed th e fire m ay 
have started from friction.

Old Resident Gone – Mr.  Levi 
Fuller dies in his home at the age of 
85. He was one of the oldest inhabit-
ants of our town, having lived here 
continuously for 64 years. He was  
one of 16 children born to Abraham 
and Rachel Fuller.

December 19, 1879
Stock Sale – What is called the 

greatest single stock transaction on re-
cord was consummated on Wednes-
day of last week, being th e sale of  
Wm. H. Vanderbilt of $20,000,000 
of New York Central Railroad stock 
to a syndicate of foreign and domes-
tic bankers, r epresenting London  
parties and t he W abash r ailroad 
system, which is now to be brough t 
into an alliance with  th e Central.  
Mr. Vanderbilt explains that he parts 
with this enormous amount of one  
of the best paying railroad properties 
in the country, because of the pub-
lic feeling that he is “a great railroad 
monopolist and that sort of thing.” 
Whatever m ay be h is r easons, w e 
don’t believe  this is one of the m. 
Mr. Vanderbilt sells because it is in 
his pecuniary interest to do so and  
not because he is concerned with the 
public’s appreh ensions about h im 
becoming too powerful.

Permanent Prosperity – On  
this subject the Springfield Republi-
can offers some pertinent reflections. 
While the resources of this country 
are really immense, and one crisis  

usually does not follow another so 
soon as would be the case if h ard 
times return next year, it is we ll to 
consider all the circumstances, and 
to go slow, as the surest way to not 
get nipped. The country at th is mo-
ment seems be h ighly prosperous,  
but this prosperity largely d epends 
on certain foreign conditions which 
may ch ange any year.  F or sev eral 
years w e h ave gone on exp anding 
our production of agr icultural sta -
ples to meet the demand of succes-
sive bad crops abroad. Foreign wars,  
bad seasons, and the backwardness 
of Russia and oth er conti nental 
farmers have conspired to throw the 
world market into our hands.

Distribution of States – Prob-
ably the more nearly equal the States 
of this Unio n can be made, other 
considerations remaining the same, 
the more fully shall we be able to re-
alize the full benefi ts of th is system 
of government upon which the  na-
tion is founded. Of course natural 
causes a nd the  d ifferent f orms o f 
settlement and  proce sses of  d evel-
opment w hich ch aracterized t he 
colonies out of wh ich the original  
states were formed, made anything 
like equality in  te rritory, re sources 
and population impossible, and 
the same influences h ave acted to  
produce co nsiderable d iversity in  
the States that have since come into 
the Union, though to a lesser degree 
than at first. The new territories of  
the far west have been, and still are,  
overanxious to join the Union. They 
begin when no more than camps of 
adventurers, agriculturists and min-
ers, with a  few of the qualities that 
insure the peace and security of so-
ciety, to agitate for the privileges and 

powers t o w hich onl y a s overeign 
state is entitled.

Soldiers Headstones – The State 
Committee investigating as  t o the 
number of soldier’s graves unmarked 
by headstones, has published its re-
port. It has heard from only 1234 of 
the 240 towns in the state, and 9 2 
towns report an aggregate of 225 
unmarked gr aves of soldi ers. It  i s 
believed there are many more such 
graves in the other towns that have 
yet t o r eport. It i s now cr editable 
to the patriotism of t he selectmen 
of those towns thus they allow th is 
opportunity to have the government 
erect suitable headstones to mark the 
last resting place of our dead h eroes 
to pass, simply from the lack of inter-
est to look the matter up and report.

December 19, 1879
Practical President – An inci -

dent is relayed by Mr. Murdock, the 
tragedian, of Abraham Lincoln. Few 
who lived through the war have yet 
forgotten the poem of the “Sleeping 
Sentinel,” which was written by Jan -
vier in commemoration of an act of  
clemency by Lincoln in pardoning 
a young Vermont volunteer at the 
very m oment w hen he had been 
lead out to be shot for sleeping at his 
post. The first public reading of th is 
poem by M r. Murdock took place 
at the White House, the President, 
the poet and a larger assembly being 
present. Be fore re ading the  ve rses 
aloud, M urdock priva tely po inted 
out to Mr. Janv ier a passage wh ere 
he had described the arrival o f the 
President with the pardon as being 
accompanied by the  sounds of roll-
ing whe els, whe reas L incoln ha d 
rode in on horseback to the place of 

execution. Janvier thought is a mat -
ter of very trifling consequence and 
the reading proceeded. At the close, 
the President and many in the crowd 
were in tears. Lincoln, wiping the tell 
tale tears from his cheeks, then sad 
hastily in a smothered voice, “Very 
touching Mr. Janvier but I di d not 
go in a coach .” “Oh well, Mr. Presi -
dent,” said  Se nator Foote  of  Ve r-
mont. “We all know you would have 
gone on foot of need be.” “Yes, but  
the fact is — and let  us st ick to the 
facts — I w ent on h orseback,” said 
Mr. Lincoln.

December 26, 1879
Lost Relic – A curious artifact 

of one of the expeditions that sailed 
to the West Indies under the com-
mand of Columbus has, it is sta ted 
by a Martiniq ue journal, been r e-
cently discovered. On the fourth of 
August, 1458 [Editor’s Note: This year 
must have been a 1879 typo  since Co -
lumbus would have been s even years old 
in 1458], a small squadron of three 
vessels under the orders of Christo-
pher Columbus was anch ored off  
the southeastern extremity of the 
island of Trinidad. Late at night, Co-
lumbus saw a wall of water approach-
ing the vessels from the south. His 
own ship was lifted so high by the on-
coming wave that he feared it would 
either be submerged or dashed on-
shore, when the cable of one of th e 
other ships parted under the strain. 
The sudden rise of the waters of the 
gulf is mentioned by Columbus’ son, 
Ferdinand, who adds that the fleet 
suffered no damage save the loss of 
one anchor. This anchor has been 
found, strangely enough only 8 feet 
below the surface of the ground.
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The high school I attended in the industrial north of England was founded in 
1875, the sister school to a boys’ high school founded in 1662.  Our student 
body and faculty were all female.  Every year we celebrated Founders’ Day to 

recognize the foresight and generosity of the 19th century mill owners and indus-
trialists who had recognized the importance of educating women.  Included in the 
ceremony was an anthem based on text from the Old Testament Apocryphal book 
of Ecclesiasticus Ch 44: v.2-15

“Let us now praise famous men, and our fathers 
that begat us … Such as did bear rule in their 
kingdoms, men renowned for their power, giving 
counsel by their understanding, and declaring 
prophecies:  
 Leaders of the people by their counsels, and by 
their knowledge … Such as found out musical 
tunes, and recited verses in writing…  
 There be of them, that have left a name behind 
them, that their praises might be reported.  
 And some there be, which have no memorial; 
who are perished, as though they had never 
been… 
 But these were merciful men, whose 
righteousness hath not been forgotten…  
 their glory shall not be blotted out… Their 
bodies are buried in peace; but their name liveth 
for evermore.”  

Looking back, I wonder whether any of the 
faculty found it ironic that we females -- some 
of whom were highly educated women -- should 
be only praising men, but that was in the days 
before political correctness.  But praise them we 
did, because their generosity had also endowed 
us with scholarships to Oxford and Cambridge 
universities, and many academic prizes.

I had never given much thought to the word 
“legacy”, (a gift of money or property left to 
someone; a bequest; anything handed down 
from, or as from, an ancestor) and its implica-
tions, until the last part of the George W. Bush 
Administration.  At that time the President and 
the media seemed focused on his legacy.  Surely, 
two wars; a bankrupt economy; torture of pris-
oners and civilians; abrogation of international 
treaties; and a diminished world view of the 
United States seemed to me to be legacy enough 
for one man!

To think, while one is living, of creating a 
legacy of the type I have described, takes a cer-
tain level of arrogance.  This is the same type 
of pride that can create another type of legacy 
entirely -- an aristocracy of wealth and power -- 
one that may be the result of ruthless ambition 
or selfishness.  A true legacy is not created in 
desperation at the end of a political term. To me 
this shows a pathetic need for public recognition 
that may be unjustified.  A true legacy is a gift, 
the summation of a life seen by others through 
the lens of time.

In thinking of many famous people I wonder 
whether most of them worried about their “leg-
acies” as they lived their lives.  Did Beethoven, 
Bach, Mozart or Vivaldi think of this as they 
toiled to supply their wealthy patrons with music 
to entertain them and impress their friends  — 

that glorious music that we, today, call Classical 
music?  Did William Shakespeare think of his 
legacy as he worked by candlelight to write plays 
to satisfy the rabble audiences of the London 
theaters of his day?  Somehow, I doubt it!

Perhaps Leonardo da Vinci or Michelangelo 
believed they were creating their master works 
for the greater glory of God and certainly for the 
legacies of the Popes of their day.  But surely for 
them the pay for their work, that provided daily 
bread, wine and cheese so necessary for survival, 
was probably more immediately important.  
And what of great writers past and present? Are 
they thinking of “legacy” as they write plays, 
poetry, novels, and great works of science, poli-
tics, and economics? Were Charles Darwin or 
Albert Einstein thinking of their legacies as they 
formulated and refined the theories of Evolu-
tion or Relativity?   And what about the female 
writers, women such as the Bronte sisters, or 
scientists like Eve Curie, women who could not 
publish unless assuming men’s names or publish 
with male associates! They and other scholars 
and explorers present the bounty of their dis-
coveries for all humanity to share and discuss.  
Creative genius, a part of our innermost being, 
forced them to go on explorations of the mind 
or physical world or, by resisting that force, 
dooms them to live unsatisfied lives.  What they 
created may well be considered a legacy to the 
human race.  We who enjoy their creations can 
refer to these gifts in that way, but creating a 
legacy is not what drives this genius.

We all leave a legacy of some kind, through 
our families, our work, our creativity and our 
sins, great and small.  Human civilizations are 
based upon these bequests. We have no choice 
but to participate.   Thomas Gray’s “Elegy Writ-
ten in a Country Church-yard” describes this 
incidental humble giving of a legacy:

“Perhaps in this neglected spot is laid 
Some heart once pregnant with celestial fire; 
Hands, that the rod of empire might have sway’d, 
Or waked to ecstasy the living lyre:…

Far from the madding crowd’s ignoble strife, 
Their sober wishes never learn’d to stray; 
Along the cool sequester’d vale of life 
They kept the noiseless tenour of their way”

Our real choice is whether to live our lives as 
best we can, or to worry about what future gen-
erations will think of us when we are gone.  Our 
real choice is whether to follow our personal 
creative genius and let it bloom in whatever way 
it will, or to stifle it by conforming to what we 
think will please others.  These are important 
choices we can make for our peace of mind. Let 
the future define our legacies!

Searching for a legacy
By IsoBel P. swartzFor all your 
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Happy Holidays
Do we have some GREAT gift ideas for you!? 

MUCK BOOTS
at prices you won’t believe
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Clothing by “Walls”
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STOCKING STUFFERS 
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St. Johnsbury, VT 
802.748.4367

member

 Happy
Holidays

Gifts for Everyone
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Make their dreams come true.

Holiday Hours
Monday-Saturday 9-5 (11/26 - 12/24)
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Evenings until 7 (12/13 - 12/23)

On Friday Oct. 1, Virginia and I moved into our new permanent home, the 
Lodge at Shelburne Bay, a Senior Living Community in Shelburne. In many 
ways, it was a traumatic and agonizing experience to leave our attractive 

Lyndon home on the hill that we had built and occupied for 25 years. 

Living quarters were all on one level, with 
windows everywhere, and indescribably beau-
tiful views of Burke Mountain and the White 
Mountains.

I will not mention the names of close friends 
whom we shall miss. We had no relatives liv-
ing in the state, so we were very dependent on 
them for most of our social activities. With the 
lawyers and staff at Downs Rachlin Martin in 
St. Johnsbury, they made for a very comfortable 
way of life.

As the moving day approached, it became 
apparent that the most difficult part of our move 
would be adjusting to the probable death of Lily, 
our beautiful 18-year-old cat that had been part 
of the family since she was three weeks old. 
Although pets are allowed at our new home, 
there really was no place for Lily to fit into in 
our small, three-room apartment.  

We rationalized about leaving Lily behind, 
and justified our decision on somewhat selfish 
grounds. She really had lived a wonderful life, 
thanks to our thoughtfulness and indulgence. 
She slept most of the time, surfacing mostly 
at mealtime and when we entertained friends 
whom she liked, knowing there would be spe-
cial treats and warm caressing hands to stroke 
her head and back. 

We did not think that our new life would 
agree with her after her life-long idyllic exis-
tence, and that euthanasia would be best for her. 
We made an appointment with the veterinarian 
who had cared for her all of her life.

In the meantime, as the fatal day came closer, 
we enlisted our friends and did everything we 
could think of to find a home for Lily. While 

time was passing, Lily was so fortunate in that 
she had no idea about her pending demise, and 
was much more comfortable than we were.

One lady in her mid-80s, who had lost a cat, 
came to our house to meet Lily, expecting that 
she could make a comfortable home for both 
of them. Unfortunately at the last minute, she 
didn’t think that she would be up to the chal-
lenge, with the possibility of having Lily die 
soon after her adoption.

Time was moving on and we were desper-
ate. A friend dug a grave for her, and we found 
a concrete look-alike for Lily’s headstone. She 
would be buried near a tree stump that had been 
marked in memory of some relatives.

I am not one who ordinarily believes in mira-
cles, but I am now convinced that, on rare occa-
sions, something akin to a miracle can occur. 
On the day before Lily was to be euthanized, 
a very close friend who had been helpful from 
the beginning with trying to find Lily a home, 
remembered a woman acquaintance who liked 
cats so much that she usually kept more than 
one around her house in Barton. When Lily’s 
dilemma was presented to her, Mary Fleck 
agreed to take Lily in as her third cat. No one 
except Lily knew in the beginning how this 
would work. Lily had lived without animal com-
panionship for more than ten years. But she 
must have known that her survival depended on 
her comfortable adjustment to this new family. 
She made it work after exchanging a few hisses.

Mary reports that peace reigns, and that Lily 
has a home for as long as she shall live. In the 
meantime, Virginia and I are sleeping much bet-
ter.

A near death in the family
By John Downs

Happy Holidays
to All

from All of Us at Goodfellas
Serving Good Food with Good Friends

HappyHolidays!

Lions Memory Tree Star
The St. Johnsbury Area Lions Club annual 

lighting of the Lion Lyle Little Memory 
tree is being held at the Courthouse Park 

on Saturday, Dec. 4, at 6 p.m. There will be a 
ceremony and the lighting of the tree and the 
community is welcome to attend. There will be 
hot chocolate and cookies provided after the cer-
emony. Completion of this Lions club project is 
a benefit to the community because it helps us to 
serve the community through our various pro-
grams that we sponsor. Some of those programs 
include eyeglasses for the needy, juvenile diabetes, 
educational aid for area high school seniors, and 
families in crisis. This year’s star will be dedicated 
to the memory of Franklin G. Hovey II. 

Come and join us at the lighting of the Mem-
ory tree and help us honor Franklin G. Hovey II 
for everything he has done for his community. 

Donations are being accepted, if anyone wishes 
to light a bulb in the memory of a loved one. Mail 
a donation of $10 per bulb to: Lion Mary Denio, 
4583 Old County Road, Waterford, VT 05819. A 
complete list of names will be printed in the North 
Star around the middle of January, 2011.

The St. Johnsbury Area Lions Club has 20 
members and meets on the first Tuesday of the 
month at 6:30 pm and on the third Friday of the 
month at 6:30 pm at VFW on Eastern Ave. in 
St. Johnsbury. Lions clubs are a group of men 
and women who identify needs within the com-
munity and work together to fulfill those needs. 
For more information or to get involved with the 
St. Johnsbury Area Lions Club, please contact 
President Lion Steve Simpson at 802-626-5704 
or at sjsimpson@charter.net or any local Lions 
member.
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DANVILLE SERVICE CENTER
Route 2, Danville Village  684-3481

w Foreign & Domestic Auto 
Repair  w State Inspections  w 
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2 & 4 Wheel Computer
Alignment  w Shocks & Struts
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OFF
 
All non-prescription sunglasses in stock!
Expires December 24, 2010

Dr. Richard Leven
Dr. Stephen Feltus

230 MAIN STREET • LYNDONVILLE
802-626-9859 • www.bournes.net

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE for OUR CUSTOMERS

We wish warm 
and happy 
holidays to 
everyone far & 
near...

We have been a family-owned company since 1946!

Follow the Money

‘Yea, though I Walk through the 
Valley in the Shadow of Tech’

by Rachel Siegel

Larry and Sergey, our guide tells us, want to re-
create a college campus: a place to work, but 
also to live and play and hang out. It is a place 

where minds can work without daily distractions, so 
meals are provided—in more than two dozen differ-
ent venues and styles—as well as laundry, dental care, 
etc. 

You can bring your dog 
to work. You can take a mid-
day volleyball break. Dress 
is definitely casual, as is the 
workplace hierarchy. The idea 
is that productivity is optimal 
when googlers can do nothing 
but think and create at their 
own pace, for the product is 
just creativity itself.

This new model for nurtur-
ing intellectual productivity, 
our economic growth sector, is 
based on the assumption that 

a critical mass of like think-
ers, in close proximity and 
constantly engaged, whether 
at work or volleyball, will 
produce the stimulation and 
feedback to bring forth great 
ideas. This is also the idea 
behind the traditional college 
campus: providing classrooms 
and teachers but also room 
and board so that students can 
focus on study, and can also 
live, play, and hang out, that 
is, collaborate and commune 

with colleagues at all times.
That sense of constant 

and limitless connection is, 
to date, the deepest achieve-
ment of technology. Google is 
based on the idea that in the 
random chaos of existence, 
there are many fewer degrees 
of separation than we thought. 
Anything can be searched and 
found, any two dots con-
nected. Information is the 
universe that we create by liv-
ing and going about our busi-
ness, until it is our lives and 
our business. The personal is 
the professional, because after 
all, the professional is only a 
person.

More and more is personal, 
yet public. We share with 
“friends” and store thoughts 
in “clouds,” making personal 
devices smaller, cheaper, more 
necessary, and more fun. We 
have intimate conversations 
in public spaces, and we blog 
the minutiae of everyday life, 
losing the boundaries of our 
habits, consumptions, and 
connections. As we lose pri-
vacy and ownership—the 
very basis of trade and thus 
of markets—to networks and 

sharing, profit increases. As 
always, inside information is a 
valuable commodity.

Commoditization is the 
source of our prosperity. Mar-
kets have been generating and 
consuming information for 
centuries, but as a means to 
an end. It was useful in trade, 
but it was trade that generated 
wealth. Now information itself 
is our best seller: we separate 
it from its source and connect 
it to its users, and in doing so 
create competitive and com-
parative advantage. It is a 
textbook case of specialization 
allowing mass production and 
consumption, creating effi-
ciency and value.

Googlers are encouraged 
to bring new ideas to fruition, 
to simply take the initiative. 
There is no hint that there 
are ever resource constraints, 
although there is a green and 
sustainable ethos against waste. 
It’s in the company colored 
bicycles that are littered across 
the campus to provide quick, 
healthy, and green transporta-
tion for googlers, and it’s in the 
solar-paneled carports where 
googlers’ electric cars can 
recharge for the next commute. 

Teachers have always been 
in the information business: 
teachers from the high schools, 
vocational and tech centers, 
military bases, community col-
leges, and state colleges where 
most higher education happens. 
Education, speaking of intellec-
tual productivity, is a growth 
industry, and these are the ser-
vice providers to the masses, 
the teachers in the trenches. No 

illusions of limitless resources 
for them, they are too long too 
savvy in the zero-sum game that 
is the provision of public goods 
with scarce resources. 

Half of all college students 
never graduate with a degree. 
And half of those who do not 
finish college say that it is the 
cost of textbooks—textbooks, 
the embodiment of informa-
tion transfer—not tuition, 
that forces them to drop out. 
Most who do graduate are so 
far in debt that it takes the 
first decade—at least—of their 
adult lives to pay that off and 
thus to begin to participate 
in the economy. Rather than 
being an homage to the typical 
college campus, Google head-
quarters is a taunting fantasy. 
But then again, the typical col-
lege student will never even get 
close.

We are creating a society 
that is further separated by the 
very notion of connectedness, 
crossing the fine line between 
specialization and exclusion. 
In fact, it takes more than a 
relatively few select minds to 
create a vibrant and productive 
economy. We share, but we 
have yet to share our potential.

Rachel S. Siegel, CFA, consults 
on investment portfolio performance 
and strategy. She is a professor in 
the business administration depart-
ment at Lyndon State College. Her 
textbook Personal Finance is pub-
lished by Flatworld Knowledge, Inc., 
www.flatworldknowledge.com. She 
recently toured Silicon Valley and 
Google headquarters with a group of 
business educators.
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2-4-1 SUBSCRIPTION OFFER
For a limited time, sign up a new North Star Monthly subscriber 

and receive a free subscription or renewal.

Off er expires December 31, 2010

by ShaRon laKey

Artist Robin Rothman was given a mission; Mary Prior wanted her to recreate, as correctly as possible, two of Danville’s historic public 
buildings—the Bark Meeting House and the old stone gaol (jail). Neither of these buildings still stands; nor are there sketches or pho-
tographs of them. It was a job for historical sleuths. The two worked in tandem, digging up as much written material as possible as well 

as Robin visiting the sites where the buildings were thought to have stood.  Before she passed, Mary saw Robin’s rendition of the Bark Meeting 
House, and it brought tears to her eyes.  

As time progressed, Mary became confi ned to her 
house, but Robin continued to pursue the jail. “I hoped 
to fi nish it so she could see that one, too,” said Robin. 
Unfortunately, Mary passed in July; the piece was fi n-
ished in late September.

Along with the finished drawings, Robin has 
recorded and submitted her sleuth’s path for the histor-
ical record. How did she get to her fi nished drawings? 
When asked, she smiles and emphatically says, “It’s a 
total fabrication!” We will trace her method in arriving 
at the jail drawing now and let the reader decide how 
well she has done. 

For the jail, her research included site visitations 
to the Dow-Webster house, later sold to B.F. Havi-
land, on Brainerd Street. The house is still there, occu-
pied presently by James Beattie and Lindsey Calkins. 

Robin walked and studied the landscape surrounding 
the house, looking for possible footings of the jail. She 
found hints of a stone wall and parts of a broken, hewn 
granite stone. A hump of earth can be seen where pos-
sibly the jail stood. 

A map drawing was of particular interest to her. 
The Beers Atlas of 1875 hangs on the wall at Histori-
cal House. It shows Jail Street (now Brainerd) with the 
footprint of the Haviland house and another structure 
sitting akimbo to it entitled “Old Jail.” Robin was puz-
zled by its placement in the landscape; the jail does not 
sit parallel to the street. Instead, it is more in line with 
the present day Masonic Temple (originally the Baptist 
church).   

To fi nd background on its most likely construction, 
she pored over microfi lm of the old North Star, read 

and reread accounts relating to the structure in histori-
cal gazetteers, the town history and searched the Inter-
net for photos of other historic stone jails. 

The original jail in Danville was constructed in 1796 
of logs. In 1801, when Danville became the shire town 
of Caledonia County (the county seat), it was upgraded. 
According to Child’s Gazetteer, it was constructed with 
“square logs, notched and pinned together.” That jail 
also included a pillory and whipping post. 

Later, in 1834, Danville was required to build a 
more substantial jail. Town records show that the 
Town Warning of 1834 included an article to see how 
much money the town would raise to build the new jail. 
It was decided to raise $1,000; an equal sum would be 
raised by subscription. Ira Brainerd was put in charge 
of the construction. According to Child’s, the structure 

THE ARTIST AS HISTORIAN: Robin Rothman recreates 
Danville’s Old Stone Gaol
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was made of “immense granite 
stones, some 20 foot in length, 
quarried in Danville, hewn and 
dowelled together.” In 1838, 
the court ordered a picket fence 
to be installed around the jail. A 
10 to 12 foot high fence made 
of planks that were sharpened 
to a point was added. 

Two articles from the North 
Star were used by Robin to help 
determine the jail design. In her 
search, she found the escapades 
of a prisoner, Daniel Floyd, to 
be most helpful. In the first 

article, Floyd, “a prisoner con-
fined on a charge of railroad 
thefts, and awaiting his trial at 
the next County Court,” alerted 
the jailer to a fire in his cell. The 
article relates that the jailer ran 
upstairs to douse the fire, put-
ting Floyd in another cell to do 
so. From this, Robin surmised 
the structure was at least a two-
floor affair.

In a later issue, Floyd is 
reported to make his actual 
escape:

“Last Sunday night or early Monday morning, Daniel 
Floyd, … awaiting his trial at 
the next County Court, suc-
ceeded in making his escape 
from the jail in this village. 
To effect it, he evidently had 
help from someone outside 
the prison, who no doubt fur-
nished him tools to work with. 
With an inch and a half auger 
he bored out a space large 
enough to admit his body, from 
a large heavy beam overhead, 
and in this way gained the attic. 
He then removed some stones 
at one corner at the north gable 
end of the attic, and having 
fastened a rope firmly round 
the chimney, swung himself 
down by it, outside, into the 
prison yard. It was then a com-

paratively easy matter for him 
to scale the high picket fence, 
jump over the other side, and 
“be off.” 

“ … Two panes of glass 
were broken out of his cell 
window, and though it was 
protected by heavy iron bars 
run across, yet from the tracks 
and other appearances outside, 
it was evident that someone, 
probably by the use of a ladder, 
had handed in to the prisoner, 
by breaking the window glass, 
the auger, rope, &c…”

Jackpot! There was an 
attic from which the prisoner 
removed stones as well as 
description of a chimney, win-
dow treatment, and gable ends. 
At this point, Robin had a good 

idea about how the building 
looked and functioned. Now 
she had to set it in its surround-
ings to create a sense of place.

But before we get to that, it 
is important to know the fate of 
the jail. In 1856, Danville’s shire 
town designation was stripped 
and given to neighboring St. 
Johnsbury. The citizens of 
Danville were angry about what 
they felt was a theft of power 
by political intrigue instigated 
by the Fairbanks family. Much 
ill will resulted. The North Star 
reported heavily upon the situ-
ation, stating Danville had gone 
through much expense in build-
ing, maintaining and upgrad-
ing the County Seat facilities. 
These included a handsome 

After gathering information on the structure of the jail, 
Robin decided on this drawing the building in this form.

A photo of the B.F. Haviland house on Brainerd Street. The Old Jail is shown at an odd 
angle. Robin noticed the angle was the same as the Baptist Church (now the Masonic 
Hall). Beers Atlas, 1875.
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courtroom and fireproof room 
for County records. Likewise, 
the jail was considered to be the 
best in the state.

The town fought the change, 
but to no avail. Still, hard feel-
ings prevailed and when the 
new County seat offered to buy 
the stones of the jail for $700 
and move them to St. Johns-
bury to build their own new 
facility, the Town refused to sell 
them. The old jail stood empty 
until 1877 when it was torn 
down. The stones were pur-
chased for a sum of $100 by the 
North Congregational Church 
in St. Johnsbury. They became 
the foundation stones for the 
church tower. In the church 
records, it is reported that the 
sermon that followed the open-

ing of the church referred to 
the stones as “removed from 
Satan’s realm to serve a higher 
purpose.”

Though the jail was no 
longer in use, Robin felt 
setting it according to the 
Beers map of 1875 would 
give the best feel as to how 
the building fit into the 
town landscape. In the mid-
1800’s, B.F. Haviland, who 
now owned the house where 
the old jail stood, was a well-
known breeder of Morgan 
horses.  A number of pho-
tos exist at Historical House 
of the Haviland house, barn, 
family, and livestock.  The 
most famous of his horses 
can be traced back to the 
original Justin Morgan. That 

horse had one white foot, 
and Robin believed might 
be in one of the photos. She 
also had two photos of Havi-
land himself--one standing, 
holding the lead of a horse 
and one of him seated in a 
hitched Brewster Buggy.

Now, she had all  the 
pieces necessary to do her 
artist’s magic. She called 
one day and said, “It’s done. 

Come get it before I ruin it!” 
So, reader, you may now 

judge. Is this work of art a 
total fabrication? On this 
subject, Robin quotes from 
the Mikado with her flashing 
smile: “Corroborative detail 
intended to lend verisimili-
tude to an otherwise bald 
and unconvincing narra-
tive.” Mary would be happy, 
I believe.

Both the Bark Meeting 
House and the Old Stone 
Gaol drawings will be on 
display at Historical House 
during the month of Decem-
ber.  

To see this article and a link 
to the photo album of Robin’s 
work on this project, go to 
http://danvillevthistorical.
blogspot.com

Left: Many details exist in this photo about the house and barn as well as the dress of Haviland. Right: This is approximately where the old jail would 
have stood.

The Backroom
holiday Show

featuring new works
by current and
 guest artisans

Nov 26th to Jan 5th
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Don’t forget about your flexible spending ac-
count. Some expire December 31st.

Christmas 
List

Eye Exam
New Glasses

Designer Sunglasses
Contacts

Sport Goggles

www.eyeassociatesnne.com

Brain Mawhinney, OD •  Paul Lindstrom, OD
 Krista Haight, MD • Stephen Phipps, MD

Ted V.J. Houle, MD

I am looking forward to a 
Prime Rib Roast for Christ-
mas this year. I don’t think 

there is any dinner quite as 
majestic as this wonderful roast. 
I have given it to you before, 
but I think it deserves repeat-
ing, especially in this year of the 
royal engagement of William 
and Kate. The regal English 
tradition of a standing rib roast 
for Christmas or New Years’ 
celebration works for me. It 
is elegant in its simplicity and 
needs no more enhancement 
than its own juices. It creates a 
meal fi t for a king or queen.
There is great detail here 
because you want to do every-
thing possible to properly cook 
prime rib. It is a signifi cant 
fi nancial investment and you 
want it to be perfect. 

Although there are different 
ways to prepare this roast, there 
are certain points that most all 
cooks agree upon for a success-
ful outcome. 

Note that if you are having 
a big crowd – over 15 – you 
might want to cook a more tra-
ditional turkey or ham. 

Helpful  Hints:
1. Buy at least a three rib 

roast (about 6 lbs.) for proper 
cooking and make sure the 
chine/backbone is cut out. 
This makes it possible to carve 
the roast without having to cut 
through bone. You can buy 
a boned roast, but it will not 
have the deep fl avor of a roast 

cooked with the bones attached. 
Purchase your roast at a market 
where there is someone knowl-
edgeable to talk to about how 
the roast was cut. At the same 
time be careful of advice on 
time and temperature and over-
all cooking of the roast. Often 
times the butcher is not a chef 
and can err in recipe directions.

2. Bring the roast to room 
temperature before cooking. 
This usually takes about 1 ½ 
hours to achieve – so plan 
ahead. A roast that is refrigera-
tor cold in the center will not 
cook properly. 

3. Cook uncovered for the 
whole time. The marbling and 
fat on prime rib will self baste 
the roast all through the cook-
ing process creating a succulent 
crispy outer layer. Yum, I can 
smell it now. 

4. Put the roast in a 450 
degree oven for the first ½ 
hour. This seals in the juices 
and browns the beef. Turn the 
oven to 350 degrees for the 
remainder of the cooking time. 

5. DON’T OVERCOOK! 
The most important moment 
in this process is when you take 
the roast out of the oven. I use 
a meat thermometer. After 1 
hour insert the thermometer in 
the center of the roast. When 
the needle starts to edge toward 
120 take it out of the oven. It 
will be rare in the center and 
well done on the very ends.  If 
you want cook it to medium 
rare in the center let the tem-

perature on the thermometer 
reach 125. Remember it will 
continue to cook after it is out 
of the oven. There are recipes 
out there that tell you to cook 
the roast to 140 degrees for rare 
meat. Don’t believe it!!! You will 
end up with a well done, thor-
oughly overcooked roast and it 
will be ruined. If you want well 
done meat cook a pot roast or 
a brisket. It will cost you a lot 
less.

6. Let the meat rest for at 
least ½ hour before carving. 
The meat muscle relaxes, ten-
derizes and the roast can fi nish 
its cooking process.

7. Carve the meat with a 
long sharp knife. Cut medium 
thick slices.  Every rib will 
yield two slices – one with the 
bone attached and one without. 
Carve this roast on a board that 
lets you save the juices for add-
ing to the defatted pan liquid 
for a delicious au jus.

Traditional Standing 
Rib Roast

You can put a number of 
different seasonings and herbs 
on the outside of a rib roast. I 
keep this version very simple, 
but you can get creative.

I like to serve peas with 
small onions and parsley pota-
toes with prime rib. A green 
salad is also a nice accompani-
ment. If you are having wine 
with this roast, I suggest a 
robust red – as good as your 

pocketbook allows.

Three or four rib roast (6-8 lbs)
Salt, pepper and sugar
4 carrots – sliced diagonally
6 ribs celery – sliced
2 onions – coarsely cut
1 bunch scallions – trimmed 
and left whole
6-8 cups cooking liquid (beef 
broth and red wine)

Make a ¾ cup mix of equal 
parts of salt, pepper and sugar. 
Set aside. Put the mix of vegeta-
bles in the bottom of the roast-
ing pan you will be using for the 
beef and pour in about 2 cups 
of the cooking liquid. I prefer 
to use boxed beef broth mixed 
with a little red wine.

Settle a rack for cooking the 
beef over the vegetables. Sea-
son the roast by rubbing the 
salt, pepper and sugar vigor-
ously into the meat. Rosemary, 
thyme, chopped garlic or even 
cinnamon and nutmeg can be 
used depending on your taste.

Place the roast, uncovered, 
in a 450 degree oven. After ½ 
hour add 2 more cups of the 
cooking liquid and turn the 
oven down to 350 degrees and 
cook for 1 hour (three ribs), 1 
½ hours (4 ribs). At this point 
you should check on the tem-
perature of the roast. Pull out 
the beef and insert a meat ther-
mometer into the center of the 
roast. If it does not move the 
needle at this point it probable 
needs another ½ hour to 45 

minutes. If the needle starts to 
move it is nearing completion 
and you have to start paying 
attention. If it does not reach 
120 you need to put it back in 
the oven for about 15 minutes 
to ½ hour. When it reaches 120 
degrees (rare in the center) or 
125 degrees (medium rare in the 
center) it is done. Keep check-
ing the thermometer because 
you absolutely do not want to 
overcook this wonderful roast. 
I know this sounds a little reten-
tive but think of your invest-
ment and you will want to get 
this part right. 

When the roast is done 
remove it to a shallow pan to 
rest and add the remainder of 
the cooking liquid to the bot-
tom of the roasting pan. Take 
the vegetables out and set them 
aside. If they are not too over-
cooked you can serve them with 
the beef.  Put the roasting pan 
on top of the stove (medium 
heat) and stir up the bits from 
the bottom of the pan. Strain 
the liquid into a measuring cup 
and let sit until the fat fl oats to 
the top. Skim off the fat and 
you will have an au jus to use 
when you serve the roast beef.

Let the roast rest and carve 
it as detailed in the helpful hints 
above. Catch the juice to add 
to your au jus. Ladle a little of 
the au jus over the sliced beef 
at service.

Sauces

The following sauces go well 
with prime rib. These sauces 
are especially tasty with leftover 
beef slices.

Mustard, Horseradish Sauce
6 tablespoons Dijon or whole 
grain mustard
1 cup mayonnaise 
3 tablespoons horseradish
3 tablespoons sour cream
Salt and pepper

Whisk the mustard, may-
onnaise, horseradish and sour 
cream together in a bowl and 
then stir in salt and pepper to 
taste. Serve on the side.

Bleu Cheese Sauce
4 tablespoons fl our 
4 tablespoons butter
2-3 cups half and half – heated 
3 cups crumbled blue cheese

Make a roux from the fl our 
and butter. Cook it for about 2 
minutes. Whisk in the hot half 
and half and let it thicken. Stir 
in the bleu cheese and cook 
until it has melted.

Serve in individual small 
bowls for dipping.

This bleu cheese sauce has 
me thinking that you could 
do a “Buffalo” prime rib for a 
Sunday football watching meal. 
Rub your roast with a mix of 
hot sauce and butter and pep-
per. Prepare as above and serve 
with bleu cheese dip and oven 
fries. I think that would be good 
enough for New Years Day or 
even Superbowl.

No Small Potatoes with Vanna Guldenschuh
The majestic prime rib for ChristmasThe majestic prime rib for Christmas
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bulk pellet 
monthly delivery truck

pile of saved $

same old thermostat

happy homeowners
(smart too)

happy environment!

hose blows 
locally-produced 

pellets into bin

pellets automatically go from 
bin to burner as needed

your cool new 
wood pellet burner

your same old 
furnace or boiler
(or a new one)

HEAT

wood 
pellets

Switching from oil to wood pellet central heat is simple!

Burn Clean, Save Green

Wood Pellet Solution Experts

your old oil burner
(bye bye)

Find out more: www.pellergy.com • For a consultation call 802-659-4866 • email info@pellergy.com
Pellergy systems are manufactured in Vermont • Our bulk bins also work with pellet stoves!

It’s smart to do 
your holiday 
shopping at 
old Friends

A fun place 
with gifts, clothing, 
antiques, jewelry, 
books, toys and 
odd mysterious

goodies.

Mon - Fri 11-5
Sat 10-3
CLOSED 

SUNDAYS

35 South main 
Hardwick, VT

OLD 
FRIENDS 

SHOP

Stock Up for All Your Holiday Needs
l Local Produce  l Baked Goods
l Local & Fair Trade Gift Items

Take a break from shopping in our Co-op Cafe.
Shop Local, Buy Local
Main Street, Hardwick

(802) 472-6020, www.buffalomountaincoop.org

Store Hours: 
Mon - Fri 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sat 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Sun 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Closed Dec. 25 & Jan. 1

Buffalo Mountain Food Co-op & CafeDanville 
Restaurant & Inn

Casual DInIng & loDgIng
Fully lICenseD

Main Street, Danville, Vermont / 802-684-3484
Steve A. Cobb, Owner & Justice of the Peace / Notary Public 

Weddings / Civil Unions / By appointment or by chance

Friday Night Special

Chicken Pie Buffet..................$9.95
Saturday Night

Smorgasboard ...................... $11.95
Seatings are at 5:00 & 6:30 p.m. Dinner Reservations are suggested. 

BreakFaSt

Tuesday - Saturday  7 - 10:45 a.m.
luNch

Tuesday - Friday  11 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

We would like to wish everyone a 
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

You know Christmas is 
coming when you get 
your first Christmas cat-

alog. Or do you? And when the 
stores first get out their decora-
tions and begin to play carols. 
Right? Halloween masks and 
plastic decorations show up the 
first of September. Thanksgiv-
ing napkins, table cloths, and 
paper plates are gone by the 
last of October, if not earlier. 
A flood of catalogs pours into 
your mail box. First fall sales, 
then early winter, winter, and, 
lo and behold, Christmas. If 
you order early from one cata-
log, you’ll get at least two more. 
Items are arranged differently 
but are still the same as in the 
first catalog you received.

We get catalogs from com-
panies I have never heard of. 
Most of the items are over-
priced, and if you can think of 
anyone who would want some 
of them, you know some odd 
people. Shipping costs begin 
at $9.95 (read $10.00) and go 
on from there, depending on 
the total of your order.  This 
fall there’s been a “shipping 
cost” war between companies. 
Be sure to read the fine print.  
Some “free shipping” only 
applies when your order totals 
$100 or more. In other words, 
they don’t want to be bothered 
with small orders.

Besides catalogs you get 
“begging” letters. They pour 
into your box from non-profits 
you’ve never heard of. Not to 
mention the phone calls. After 
warnings about the many scams 
out there, we make donations 
only to local groups—we know 
where their money goes—and 

Up on the Farm Early
chRiStmaS, 2010

by loRna Quimby

it’s not to highly paid con art-
ists!

I wonder what’s new in 
Christmas lights this year. 
Something bigger and bet-
ter, I’m sure. The whole idea 
is to throw out any lights you 
have on hand and buy, buy, 
buy. Who ever heard of hav-
ing a family tradition? Only 
us antiques who survived the 
Great Depression, World War 
II, Korea, and so on through 
the whole depressing list. We 
cherish those “firsts,” our first 
strand of Christmas lights (now 
outdated and unsafe), the star 
we made for our first tree—foil 
covered cardboard. We don’t 
put them on our tree anymore, 
but the star rests in the bottom 

of the box of Christmas decora-
tions.

If your family is like ours, 
an item you made one year 
becomes an unalterable part 
of your decorations the next. 
Projects at school appear on 
next year’s tree ad infinitum, as 
in the sleigh Kathy made from 
egg box sections, green pipe 
cleaners (for runners) and tiny 
packages tied with gold string. 
Strands of lights have changed. 
No longer does Dick have to 
wrestle with a set of lights that 
does not work if one bulb is 
gone. Some icicles get thrown 
out with the tree but there are 
still some left for this year.

Present-day icicles are made 
of plastic. Ma bought ones 
made of tin foil for the tree at 
the Farm.  We younger girls 
carefully placed them on the 
tips of branches after all the 

other decorations were hung.
The tree on the farm had no 

lights—we didn’t get electricity 
until 1946—but we didn’t miss 
them. In the evening after we’d 
decorated it, Deedee, Patty, and 
I sat on the couch and admired 
our tree. Ma and the big girls 
would put out the presents after 
we’d gone, reluctantly, to bed.  
The bright glow from the Alad-
din lamp was reflected in each 
one of the icicles, which moved 
in the circulation of warm 
air from the furnace meeting 
cold air from the door behind 
the tree. The lamp’s glow also 
touched the glittering star on 
the top of the tree. The glass 
ornaments, red, green and blue, 
sparkled here and there.

Before we took down the 
tree, each one of the ornaments 
was carefully packed away in its 
box, the garlands were stowed 

away and each icicle pulled 
from the tree. Inevitably, some 
icicles broke under our clumsy 
fingers, but the short pieces 
were saved to use another year 
and woe to the one who broke 
a Christmas ball. Maw did not 
plan on replacing her orna-
ments each year nor did she 
worry about “keeping up with 
the neighbors.”

I’m greatly amused by the 
efforts towns make to have the 
best festive decorations. The 
merchants encourage the rivalry, 
for they are hoping to lure 
potential buyers to their stores. 
“Keeping up with the Jones’s” is 
good for business as is “newer 
is nicer” and “off with the old, 
on with the new.” However, as 
Maw could tell you, when times 
are hard, a little tradition can 
make your Christmases memo-
rable for your family.
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Featuring: 

Zutano
Elegant Baby 
Melissa & Doug
Children’s Books
Danville Indian Clothing

Stop by and see Katie and Leah at the corner of Route 2 and Hill Street in Danville VT

802.684.9900 / NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

20%
OFF

STOREWIDE
through

Dec. 24th

Amish 
Made
Furniture

Quilts
Toys

Blankets 
& More

Special Order 
Catalogs Available

LEFT: The FRUPAC (Fleet Radio Unit Pacific), the most secret unit of the Pacific War, was situated above Pearl Harbor on Makalapa crater. Here 
personnel are coming off watch past armed Marine sentries. Three officers of Section GZ-1 are (left to right) Lieutenants Bill Amos, Frank Roegge, 
Larry Olson USNR. RIGHT: Captain Joe Finnegan, a cryptographic genius, was one of five FRUPAC senior officers primarily responsible for many of 
the U.S. Navy’s most important victories.  Finnegan, along with his GZ-1 colleague, Marine Colonel Alva “Red” Lasswell were the only two to identify 
Midway as the target for the Japanese attack that resulted in Admiral Raymond Spruance’s crushing defeat of the enemy. Without the intelligence 
these two officers provided, the superior Japanese forces would have easily occupied Midway on their way to invading Hawaii later in the year.

Pacific Duty - Part II - Fleet radio
After a couple of months of translating duty in JICPOA, (Joint Intelligence Pacific Ocean Area) I received a puzzling request. First thing the next morn-

ing, I was directed to meet a Marine Colonel in the building’s bunkroom where overnight workers could rest. I arrived, he came in, shut the door and 
we sat on facing bunks.

Colonel Alva (“Red”) Lasswell USMC had been a prewar lan-
guage officer at the American Embassy in Tokyo. I had heard of 
him back then, for he married the sister of one of my American 
School classmates. Now, six years later, I had no idea he was one of 
the most important men in the Navy’s code-breaking organization, a 
cryptographic genius. Or that he was highly experienced in commu-
nications intelligence, the interception of encoded radio broadcasts 
from other nations. Before the war he had been station chief for this 
in Shanghai, but when things heated up in 1937 with the Chinese-
Japanese War — or “China Incident,” as the Japanese called it — he 
moved south to the naval base in Cavite in the Philippines where the 
code-breaking unit was known as Station CAST. He transferred to 
Pearl Harbor before the war began.

He hadn’t come far to interview me — only down the hall 
through a swinging security door that denied entry to all of us in 
JICPOA, even though we were intelligence officers with a degree 
of security clearance. Behind that door lay FRUPAC, its acronym 

standing for “Fleet Radio Unit Pacific,” but I had no idea what went 
on there. 

Lasswell was a tall, sandy-haired officer in immaculately pressed 
Marine khaki. After a series of bewildering questions, he zeroed in 
and asked, “Amos, do you like to do crossword puzzles?” 

Suspecting something was afoot, I said I did, which was hardly 
so, but after a few more oblique questions he said that was all and 
to expect orders.

I realized I had passed whatever screening he intended and went 
back to my translating desk wondering, what next? 

Orders arrived directing me to FRUPAC beyond the swinging 
door into the other half of our building. Not only had we previously 
been denied entry, nobody from there ever talked about what went 
on inside. If you mentioned the unit to one of those who worked 
there, a stony silence ensued until we shifted to another topic. We 
JICPOA intelligence officers often guessed, but that was all. 

In JICPOA, we wore a yellow-banded plastic photo identifica-

...I remember being 
one of the stony 

silent ones when a 
friendly conversation 
elsewhere turned to 

what I did. Only in 
my later years, after 
almost everything 

has finally been 
declassified... is it 

comfortable to talk 
freely.
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◆  Men’s Quality  
 Workboots & 
 Hunting Boots
◆  Women’s 
 And Children’s 
 Shoes and Boots
◆  Children’s 
 Department
◆  Winter Boots
◆  Snowshoes

Look For Holiday Specials
We have all your winter needs!

Merrell • New Balance • Brooks • Asics • Chippewa Boots 
Carolina Boots • Keen • Ugg • Naot • Birkenstock • Clarks 

Rockport • Wolverine • Redwing • North Face
New Selection of Darn Tough Socks (men’s & women’s) made in Vermont - lifetime Guaranteed

Simon the tanner
Affordable shoes and clothing for the whole family.

HOURS
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
 Monday - Wednesday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
 Thursday, 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.
 Friday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
 CLOSED SATURDAYS

Located on
2 Main Street

Island Pond, VT
802.723.4452

T T

T

T

HOLIDAY 
HOURS

Mon-Thurs
Open ‘til 8pm

You’re invited 
to join us for our annual 

Sirius Reader Party & Sale!
Saturday, December 4, 2010

If you’re an early bird, come in early, beginning at 8 a.m. 
to enjoy refreshments and take advantage of special sales.

If you tend to sleep in on Saturdays, don’t despair,
the sale continues throughout the day!

We’re also having a special book signing event, from 11:00 - 1:00, 
featuring Vermont cookbook authors 

Andrea Chesman and Tracey Madeiros                     
Chesman is the author of Recipes from the Root Cellar and Madeiros  

wrote the bestselling Dishing Up Vermont. Sample foods made from their recipes, 
and pick up a few autographed cookbooks as holiday gifts!

“Join us in celebrating our 22nd Anniversary 
and shop local for the holidays”

  
www.galaxybookshop.com.

7 Mill Street, Hardwick, VT / 802-472-5533

MICHAEL K. WALSH & SON, Builders
Custom Homes • Finish Work • Remodeling

Additions • Roofing • Siding • Decks
Painting • Wallpapering & More

Small or Large Projects
Reasonable Rates

Quality Workmanship

Serving Danville and the surrounding areas for 25 years.

Danville, VT • 802-684-3977 • Time available now!

tion badge hung on a cord around 
the neck. It had to be displayed 
conspicuously at all times. I’d seen 
men going in and out of FRU-
PAC’s swinging security doors in 
the hall wearing a similar card, but 
banded in red. 

From the moment of enter-
ing FRUPAC, my life and mind 
became compartmentalized. Secu-
rity at all costs was impressed upon 
us at once, long before we under-
stood what was going on. Later 
on, I remember being one of the 
stony silent ones when a friendly 
conversation elsewhere turned to 
what I did. It became a matter of 
course that persisted almost a life-
time. Only in my later years, after 
almost everything has finally been 
declassified and described by oth-
ers, is it comfortable to talk freely.

“Red” Lasswell also selected 
two others from among several 
dozen officers in the translation 
unit, Frank Roegge and Larry 
Olson. They too must have passed 
the crossword puzzle test, but why 
the three of us were chosen from 
the large pool of translation offi-
cers, I never knew. From that day 
on we wore red photo identifica-
tion cards hung around our necks 
that allowed access to this mysteri-
ous unit.

The card became part of me. 
Leaving the front gate I made sure 
to tuck it securely out of sight, but 
it never left my person while in 
uniform. For more than two years, 
when entering to go on duty, day 
or night, the Marine guard looked 
me up and down, inspected my 
card, and when satisfied snapped 
a salute and I was allowed to enter. 

With the exception of Fleet 
Admiral Chester Nimitz and his 
fleet intelligence officer, Com-
mander Edwin Layton, those 
red-banded cards were the only 

means by which anyone, includ-
ing admirals or VIPs of any stripe 
could gain entry to the building 
past the Marine sentry, no matter 
how urgent their business. Com-
mander Jasper Holmes, who had 
an office inside our building, for-
got his card one day. The Marine 
guard greeted him respectfully by 
name, but refused him entry until 
the Duty Officer came out and 
vouched for his own boss by issu-
ing him a temporary pass. 

Flag officers and ship captains, 
if not cleared (almost none were), 
were told nothing about what 
went on in FRUPAC, although 
they regularly received its intel-
ligence that had been thoroughly 
sanitized as to origin. There were 
times when operational success 
had to be weighed against the pos-
sibility of a breach in security, with 
security the higher priority. Often 
a mobile communications intelli-
gence officer aboard a flagship in a 
task force could not tell the admi-
ral in command what the source of 
information was — just the intel-
ligence itself.

Such a decree of security had 
an odd effect upon me. By not talk-
ing about my work except when 
on duty, I nearly stopped thinking 
about it outside of the FRUPAC 
building. When I left the service 
in 1946, I was ordered not to dis-
cuss my work with anyone, family 
included, for at least 20 years, but it 
turned out to be much longer than 
that. Apparently our predecessors 
had been told 50 years, which at 
the time seemed a bit much in view 
of evolving methods and technol-
ogy, yet it was only then that full 
declassification occurred. I had no 
difficulty accepting such an order, 
for it was simply a continuation 
of what I’d been accustomed to. 
Returned to civilian life, removed 

from service and communications 
intelligence, I spent a near-lifetime 
in silence about my work. Despite 
now being able to reminisce freely, 
the subject has remained a grave 
and consequential business I’m not 
always comfortable talking about. 

Following a recent address I 
gave at a national cryptographic 
veteran’s association, my eldest son 
attending as a guest said afterward 
he thought he knew my life very 
well, but over 95% of what I had 
to say was entirely new to him.

FRUPAC personnel were 
strictly prohibited from enter-
ing an active war zone, and if for 
some reason they had to fly near 
a combat area, cyanide pills were 
provided — at least that is what 
one officer told me as he was 
about to fly to Rabaul after it had 
been recently recaptured from the 
Japanese — he was to search for 
specific code books among the 
wreckage.

Earlier when the Japanese 
threatened Corregidor in the Phil-
ippines, every individual connected 
with communications intelligence 
at Station CAST was evacuated at 
the last minute by submarine. All 
except the unit’s cook who had no 
knowledge of who he was cooking 
for, or what they did. His subse-
quent capture and interrogation 
would not jeopardize security.

During our first week in FRU-
PAC Frank, Larry, and I (wearing 
our new red badges) were shunted 
from one internal section to the 
next. In each, the senior officer 
present described what was going 
on there. These men were the 
big guns, but they were patient in 
explaining the elements of their 
work. It was difficult to grasp the 

enormous com-
plexity of the orga-
nization of which 
we were now a 
part. Everything 
about it was foreign 
to anything I’d ever 
known.

At the head 
of the stairs on 
the second deck 
of the building 
youthful-looking 
C o m m a n d e r 
Jack Holtwick, in 
charge of Section 
GS, introduced us 
to the logging of 
radio intercepts 
sent down from 
the island’s inland 
station at Wahi-
awa. Each inter-
cept received was 
key-carded for processing, several 
thousand a day. Processing took 
place in a large noisy room filled 
with IBM business card sorting 
machines managed by the home-
less band from the sunken USS 
California, men who had lost both 
ship and instruments. As musi-
cians, they were highly proficient 
in reading abstract symbols and 
converting them into physical real-
ity: music. Operating, or “playing” 
the IBM machines came natu-
rally to them. These talented men 
became adept at sensing what was 
important and what not in radio 
intercepts, thereby performing 
invaluable service every minute of 
the war. The bandsmen were the 
orchestra, Holtwick the conductor 
and together they formed the most 
valuable technological production 
in cryptography. No other nation 

had such an amaz-
ing wedding of 
machines to human 
brainpower.

From Section 
GS, we went to Sec-
tion GT, headed by 
Commander Ham 
Wright, a crypto-
graphic veteran and 
undisputed genius 
in traffic analysis, 
which was deter-
mining and recov-
ering the call signs 
of sender, receiver, 
addressee names, 
place designators, 
dates, ships, loca-
tions and more. 
Even if the con-
tents of a message 
could not be trans-
lated at all, the raw 

information thus obtained was 
vital and allowed interception of 
enemy ships by submarine and air. 

Over five million tons of Japa-
nese naval and merchant marine 
shipping were sunk by Ameri-
can submarines alone, more than 
twice as much as all other means 
combined. As one submarine 
commander remarked, “All we 
needed to do was arrive at such-
and-such a position at the time we 
were told, ‘up periscope,’ see the 
target right there, and fire our tor-
pedoes.” Some submarines sank 
several ships in a single day, each 
one exactly where they said they 
would be in coded radio transmis-
sions the Japanese believed were 
secure. We translators and cryp-
tographers didn’t need to bother 
— Ham Wright’s traffic analyses 
did the job.

Over five 
million tons 
of Japanese 

naval and 
merchant 

marine 
shipping 

were sunk 
by American 
submarines 
alone, more 
than twice 
as much 

as all other 
means 

combined.
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When we moved to Danville from 
Montreal in 2000, we knew we were 
“home”. The sense of community here 
is something we love so when we 
decided to start our own business,  
we settled on a café where we offered 
food prepared with ingredients from 
local farms and dairies in a setting 
where customers would come to visit 
and relax.  

Building and supporting relationships 
are important to us. Passumpsic had 
given us the mortgage on our house so 

we talked to them about our business 
idea and they just “got it”. They helped 
us finance the renovation of our historic 
building in the heart of downtown 
Danville. We urge any business owner  
to sit down and talk to the people at 
Passumpsic because they will take the 
time to listen.

Proud to support the local food network and the local 
community, thanks to the support of our local bank.  

Jeff and Nancy Frampton  
Bentley’s Bakery & Café,  

Danville, VT

it’s no surprise. it’s passumpsic.

Vermont: St. Johnsbury . Lyndonville . Danville . Island Pond . Newport  
New Hampshire: Littleton . Lancaster . Groveton . Whitefield

Member FDIC

Small BuSineSS

(802) 748-1912 
443 Railroad St., St. Johnsbury, VT

Unique Gift Giving Ideas
at

Boxed Christmas Cards, Clocks and Weather 
Instruments,American Girl Doll Clothes,
Soaps, Candles, Lamps, Pottery,
Unique Jewelry & Barrettes,
Journals, Framed Prints, Vermont Calen-
dars, Handblown Glass Ball Ornaments, 
Children’s Books, Puzzles Galore, VT Syrup 
& Dressings... 
                        and much, much more!

OPEN ‘TIL 8PM DEC. 20-23 
& EVERY FRIDAY EVENING IN DECEMBER

And then we were in the pres-
ence of Captain Tommy Dyer, 
whose genius was so far beyond a 
mortal’s grasp, we scarcely under-
stood what he did. As the main 
fi gure in Section GY, cryptanaly-
sis and decryption, he (often with 
Ham Wright) repeatedly broke 
into code groups after every new 
change in encipherment. Recover-
ing them hour after hour, day after 
day required experience, intuition, 
sheer intellect, and dogged deter-
mination. At times Dyer worked 
so long — two or three days 
straight — that he had to be sent 
home to rest. He was a small man, 
but tough. A Naval Academy grad-
uate, his passion for cryptography 
was so great that in prewar days he 
had refused sea duty to keep work-
ing in that esoteric fi eld, and that 
cost him grade advancement at 
the same rate as his Academy sea-
going peers. 

We didn’t need to be taken 
to Commander Jasper Holmes’s 
offi ce in GI, combat intelligence, 
for he was in and out of our work-
space almost every day. Despite 
not being a linguist or cryptog-
rapher, Holmes, a kindly man 
who suffered from severe spinal 
osteoarthritis, was as instrumen-
tal to Naval Intelligence as any of 
the specialists. As a former sub-
mariner and now deputy direc-
tor of JICPOA, he had as good a 
grasp of the unfolding situation as 
did Commander Edwin Layton, 

Admiral Nimitz’s fl eet intelligence 
offi cer. With two offi ces to be in 
daily, Holmes worked seamlessly 
between JICPOA, FRUPAC and 
CinCPac (Commander-in-Chief, 
Pacific, Fleet Admiral Chester 
Nimitz). 

So we went from section to 
section, learning at each with 
amazement what was going on. 

Codes, yes, I understood 
that much (the crossword puzzle 
question now made sense), but 
traffi c analysis, ciphers, additives 
and false addition, transposition, 
groups, recoveries, high and low 
frequency direction fi nding, and 
more went in and out of my head 
in mind-numbing fashion. Slowly 
this amazing enterprise began to 
come into focus. As FRUPAC’s 
newest members, we were facing 
an awe-inspiring challenge. And 
the senior staff wanted us to learn 
as much about their work as pos-
sible before we got down to the 
task determined for us.  

Over and over we heard 
mention of FRUPAC’s recently 
transferred commanding offi cer, 
Commander Joseph Rochefort, 
translator, trailblazing crypto-
graphic genius and founder of the 
unit before the war. Always it was 
in terms of great respect and admi-
ration, sadness over losing him, 
and anger at outside infl uences 
that precipitated his departure. I’ll 
come back to that shameful event 
in another chapter. 

Within a few days we were 
assigned to duty in GZ-1, the 
translation and code recovery sec-
tion where we were to remain for 
over two years. This room was all 
business, sparely equipped, and 
highly organized, operating with 
urgent purpose. No idle chatter. 

Before long I realized with some 
apprehension that I had become 
a member of the most undercover 
(“ULTRA TOP SECRET”) unit 
in both theaters of war, Pacifi c and 
Atlantic. It was unimaginable that 
I would spend over 5,000 concen-
trated hours at my desk. 

FRUPAC was the outside 
world’s anonymous name for the 

code-breaking division of Sta-
tion HYPO under the umbrella 
of communications intelligence 
(COMINT) known as Op-20-G. 
Today these terms sound like a 
James Bond organization. Only 
the atom bomb’s Manhattan Proj-
ect was as guarded as what we were 
doing in that wooden building on 
the rim of Makalapa crater. 

It was the beginning of the 
most extraordinary experience of 
my life. More than two years of 
rotating round-the-clock watches 
fl ed by, always the three of us 
together — Frank, Larry, and me. 
Eight-hour watches sometimes 
consisted of dry spells with little 
accomplished, but then fl ared into 
intense activity with excitement 
taking over sleep and meals. Not 
once did the importance of what 
we were doing fail to keep us at a 
high pitch of interest.

Even though I no longer recall 
details of the exact process, it was 
always intellectually challenging and 
of potential value to the pursuit of 
the war. It really didn’t matter how 
small our individual discoveries 
and recoveries may have been, for 
even a single break-through could 
lead to important things. I was 
never bored, never wanted to do 
something else. Even for a junior 
offi cer, it established a sense of 
being in the thick of action.

Minor players though we were, 
bridging the gap between rote 
work and intuitive, exploratory 
research, we were an integral part 

Part of a page from a Japanese Navy (JN-25) code 
book consisting of over 50,000 code groups, each with 
a meaning of its own. A message constructed from 
these groups is complicated further by applying random 
numbers from separate book of ciphers. The Japanese 
never suspected their most important code was broken 
by U.S. Naval cryptographers.
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of the most stunningly successful 
undercover effort of the Pacific 
War. 

There was an ever-mounting 
backlog of messages we didn’t, 
or couldn’t have translated some 
weeks earlier. During inactive 
periods we’d go back over these 
fragmentary messages attempting 
to recover information of impor-
tance to the current war effort. But 
we were always eager to tackle new 
material as soon as it came flood-
ing in.

As translator-cryptographers in 
GZ-1, we frequently had business 
in adjoining sections of FRUPAC. 
To help make sense out of what 
we were extracting we might need 
more information on place names, 
fleet composition, commanders, 
air sorties, and such.  Lieutenant 
Ken Foote, whom I had known in 
Japan before the war, was my usual 
conduit to higher levels at CinCPac 
as he was in Section GI, combat 
intelligence. At times we referred 
to another officer, a Lieutenant 
named Stevens. I didn’t know him 
very well, but just a year or two ago 
while reading about the retirement 
of John Paul Stevens, Associate 
Justice of the Supreme Court, I 
was startled to realize this was the 
same Stevens who had been in an 
adjacent office.  

My home base for translation 
and code recovery, GZ-1, was a 
single room containing ten desks 
in a particular arrangement. In a 
row of four pairs of facing desks, 
we junior officers occupied three; 
another desk was for the watch 
officer, usually a Lieutenant Com-
mander; and two or three more 
experienced translator-cryptogra-
phers sat at still other paired desks. 
They too were usually Lieutenant 
Commanders and pre-war Naval 
Academy graduates. The final two 
larger individual desks with flank-
ing tables faced each other from 
opposites ends of the long room 
and were occupied by senior offi-
cers whose names — Finnegan 
and Lasswell — resonate in his-
tory, not only in Naval cryptogra-
phy, but in the ultimate and timely 
victory of our country in the 
Pacific War. 

In the next chapter I’ll say 
more about them and their unpar-
alleled accomplishments.

LEFT: On Nov. 10, Union Bank donated $5,000 in the name of Franklin G. Hovey II, a long-time director, to the Danville 
Rescue Squad. The funds will go toward ambulance upgrades. From left, Union Bank Board of Director Member 
Schuyler Sweet, Regional Vice President Tracy Holbrooke, President Ken Gibbons, Donna Hovey, Eric Bach and 
Franklin Hovey III. Later, the bank presented the Hovey family with a plaque commemorating the life and service 
of Franklin G. Hovey II.

Broad Street, Lyndonville, VT 05851
   (802) 626-5051

Open M-F 10-6
Sat 9-5

Sale!Sale!
Annual Holiday Sale

December 3rd, 4th & 5th
all books in stock

20% 
Off 

HOLIDAY HOURS:
Open Sundays 

in December 11-4
Open every evening til 7 

during the week 
before Christmas

We have a wide 
variety of Christmas 
Cards in stock and 

Gifts for everyone on 
your list
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BY NATHANIAL TRIPP

This is the time of
turning inward, of
paying bills and

counting reserves while the
wind howls and the temper-
ature falls. Most of the time
our farm lies shrouded in
darkness. Inside, we gather
by the fire and do the
books.

Outside there is not another
light in sight except the stars. In
some ways, our place is more iso-
lated now than it was two centuries
ago, when the path to St. Johns-
bury and beyond ran through the
yard, but by the time our house re-
placed the original crude cabin a
better road had opened in the val-
ley below. Never much of a farm
to begin with, it languished almost
from the start, with little tangible
reward for such hard work and
loneliness.

It was never much of a
house, either, at least not until
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Vermont’s OriginalBag Balm’s
history is nationwide

The founder of Lyndon’s oldest business, John L. Norris Sr., bought the
rights to Bag Balm’s formula in 1899 from a pharmacist in Wells River
and set up his business in a large building on Broad Street in Lyndonville.
The structure had been drawn from Lyndon Corner on the ice in 1868
by 40 yoke of oxen. In earlier times, it had been a tenement house and
a grist mill.

Sitting in her Williams Street office, across the railroad tracks from
the old factory building, the present head of the Bag Balm took time to
reflect on the company’s storied history. Founder Norris’s granddaugh-
ter, Barbara Norris Allen, was spending two weeks with her husband,
Charles, in their Willoughby Lake cottage. She explains that when she is
at home in Seaford, Delaware, she and Chick are in frequent contact

with her two secretaries, Krystina McMorrow and Shawna Wilkerson,
who share the everyday office duties.

Barbara spoke with warmth of her dad, John Norris, Jr., who was ad-
mired in Lyndonville in his younger years for his musical talents, travel-
ing to New York City every week for flute lessons with world-renowned
flutist George Barrere.

His dream was to have a career in music. His father’s serious illness
changed his plans, and he was called upon in 1934 to become Bag Balm’s
next president. But his great love of music stayed with him all his life. He
continued to perform in the Lyndonville Military Band, playing and di-
recting for 25 years. He organized an orchestra that performed classical
music concerts in the area.

Courtesy Barbara Norris Allen

John Norris is pictured in his office on Broad Street next to a portrait of his father, John Norris, Sr., founder of Bag Balm.

One hundred and ten years ago, a Lyndonville company introduced Bag Balm, an ointment that brought dra-
matic relief to cows and horses on the many farms dotting our hillsides, healing their udders and cuts and
scratches suffered from stepping on rocks. The product was destined to surge, especially when humans
started using it for their own needs.

>> Page 15

By Virginia Downs

BY NATHANIEL TRIPP

How it does snow, and
how the wind
blows, as I go off to

the barn again. Why do I do
it; tossing down hay, which I
worked so hard to toss up,
hauling buckets, even bump-
ing my head in the same
place I’ve bumped it a thou-
sand times before?

The last people to really farm
here called the place “Endolane”
because the road ended here in the
barnyard, but after only a few years
it was the end of the road for them,
too. Hardly anybody could get by
with a 12-cow farm, and that was 50
years ago. I keep sheep, and I do it
because I love it although there are
times such as this, when I’m stag-
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The end
or the

beginning?
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Soup’s on...
Mustard Seed Soup 
Kitchen is making

a difference in 
St. Johnsbury

Four years ago, a small group of  individuals had two things in com-
mon: they attended the same St. Johnsbury church and all had a bur-
den to help people in the St. Johnsbury area. They got together and
decided to start a youth mentoring program to help children who
needed a father figure or maternal influence in their lives ... kids who
needed someone to hang out with, talk to and care.

Connect With Kids, Inc. was established as a Christian-based, non-
profit, 501(c)3 corporation run by a board of  directors. They are Rick
Knight, president; Gary Chamberlin, vice president; Chuck Perkins,
secretary; Curt Geiger, treasurer; and Frank Rothe, executive director.

To support the mentoring program, Connect With Kids opened

the Thrift Store four years ago on Eastern Avenue with Rothe run-
ning the store. The thrift store appeals to everyone and is packed with
clothes, books, accessories, and collectibles. The thrift store donates
clothing and items to whoever needs it, i.e., fire victims, homeless in-
dividuals, destitutes, etc.

They added used furniture, which has been so popular they had to
rent a second space in the former pizzeria building next door to house
the furniture store. The thrift store itself  is overflowing in its present
space, and in the near future they will have to find a larger space.

With the economy on the downside and people struggling to make ends meet, a little help is a welcome thing.
Second-hand and clothing consignment stores are very busy in recent times with rapid product turnover.
Connect With Kids Thrift Store on Eastern Avenue has grown by leaps and bounds but it is more than just
a store. This February, it opens the third branch of  their mission: the Mustard Seed Soup Kitchen.

By Michelle Arnosky Sherburne
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BY NATHANIEL TRIPP

Iam alone in the woods,
the only sound is the
“slap, slap, slap” of my

skis and my own heavy
breathing.

I have chosen my waxes well
and the trail is perfect. I kick and
glide, and the well set track does
the rest. The forest races past me
in a blur and the blue sky dances
crazily overhead. Such moments
as this can make winter exhilarat-
ing instead of just something to
endure. I’ve savored each storm,
and struggled to break trail after
the biggest ones. I’ve kept a run-
ning inventory of the local wildlife
between the sleeping trees.

Years ago, when I allowed my-
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Gliding
towards
spring

KINGDOM GUIDE
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comprehensive reference guide.
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Restaurant and a free subscription to
the North Star Monthly.
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SPRING READING
Have the North Star sent right

to your door (or PO Box)
for only $16 per year.

See Page 3 for details
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DANVILLE VOTERS
Attend Town Meeting

Vote for Australian Ballot
“It’s Time”

Paid for by Barbara Fontaine

ALL ARE
WELCOME

Danville Fair Planning Meeting
Wed., March 17, 6:30 PM

Pope Memorial Library

Sears Delivered
BY JUSTIN LAVELY

Manufactured
homes? One
might think
of one-story

dwellings traveling down
roadways on their way to
freshly-poured founda-
tions. Or perhaps homes
built in a factory, arriving
onsite in large pieces,
ready for assembly. These
images are modern arche-
types, but in the early part
of the 20th century, Sears
Roebuck and Company
offered their customers a
catalogue of “modern
homes,” and they were
ahead of their time. More
than 57,000 customers
took advantage of the
conveniences of mail
order homes: customiza-
tion, speed, convenience,
and most importantly,
quality construction.

Sears & Roebuck homes
still stand across the country.
As the automobile was taking
off in popularity and many

When it came to homes, the
‘World’s Largest Store’ delivered
quality from a catalogue

The Crafton was a popular model during the 1930s when the Great Depression made small homes
were very popular. Below, Dennis Casey owns a renovated version of the Crafton on Federal Street
in St. Johnsbury.

>> Page 22

Special Maple Issue
See Page 11

BY NATHANIEL TRIPP

One spring long ago an old
woman visited here, and

among her childhood memo-
ries of the place was one of a
great gathering of crows which
took place here.

It was in the early spring, and it
took place on what she called the
“second flat,” which was all open
then, but is thick forest now. She
was still excited by the memory of
it, clearly it represented some sort
of epiphany for her, although I’m
not sure whether it was horror as in
Hitchcock’s “The Birds” or some-
thing happier. In general, we are not
sure we really like crows at all. Per-
haps they resemble us a bit too
much.

Crows, varying only slightly, are
plentiful on every continent and are
particularly well adapted to agricul-
tural areas where they enjoy the
fruits of our labor. Sometimes,
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Of Crows
and Men
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PLUS: win $100 gift certificate to Elements
Restaurant and a free subscription to the
North Star Monthly.
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According to his song, Joe Gittleman has never
had to knock on wood, but whether he’s Mr.
Gittleman to students at Lyndon State Col-
lege or “The Bass Fiddleman” to fans of the

Mighty Mighty Bosstones, this music master makes the
grade.

Lessons
from the
Bass
Fiddleman

Mr. Gittleman’s ‘experience
makes the education’

>> Page 14

By Justin Lavely

An Annual Reference Guide and Community Almanac for Barnet, Burke, Cabot, Concord,
Danville, East Haven, Groton, Hardwick, Kirby, Lyndon, Newark, Peacham, Ryegate, Sheffield, 
St. Johnsbury, Stannard, Sutton, Victory, Walden, Waterford and Wheelock.

BY NATHANIEL TRIPP

It is finally warm
enough to sleep with
the bedroom window

fully open, right by our
heads. The sweet night air
is reason enough, but the
best part is the dawn con-
cert of bird songs.

In the cathedral of hills and
valleys stroked by first light, this
is the choir. The singing is more
than what some scientists might
explain as merely the staking out
of nesting territory, more than a
mating call. This is the celebra-
tion of life, resurrection and
glory. Always in tune, and dis-
tinct to each species, the bird
songs waft through the dawning
light, bouncing back and forth
from bushes and trees.

Come evening the songs re-
turn, and songs of the meadows
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NEED COMPUTER HELP?
Hardware or Software

wyBatap.com
(802) 633-4395

perstech@wybatap.com
If I’m not helpful there is no charge.

See Business Directory on Page 30.

>> Page 30

Spring
Songs

DANVILLE, VERMONT GOOD FOR THE WHOLE MONTH $1.50

Farmers’ Market
OPEN

St. Johnsbury
Farmers' Market

Opens Saturday, May 15
On Pearl Street behind

Anthony's Diner
Saturdays: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Now open for the season!
Please see our ad on page 15

Don’t forget to remember...

Who will take these wounded?
This is not Iraq: A MEDEVAC team’s role in Afghanistan

By Alexis D. Scott, Captain, U.S. Army

The sun rises high over Torkham Gate. To the south, the mighty Tora Bora Mountains stand against the
horizon like some monolithic giants. To the west, Highway 1 makes its long, windy journey the 100
miles to Kabul.

>> Page 10

The sun rises high over Torkham Gate. To the south, the
mighty Tora Bora Mountains stand against the horizon like some
monolithic giants. To the west, Highway 1 makes its long, windy
journey the 100 miles to Kabul. To the north, the vast Kunar Val-

ley divides the Hindu Kush mountain range on its path to the
mountain K2. And smack in middle of this foreign landscape, Pi-
rate Dustoff resides in the city of Jalalabad, saving lives in one of
the most dangerous places in the world.

INSIDE: KINGDOM GUIDE
The 2nd annual community-oriented reference
guide for those looking to visit or move to our

little corner of the Northeast Kingdom.

This publication is also available at many local
real estate offices, chambers of commerce,

lodging establishments and other
places of business.

BY NATJANIEL TRIPP

There it sits, in a dark
corner of the equip-
ment shed, expres-

sionless despite the broken
teeth. It has been brooding
there all winter, the last bales
of the season festering in its
bowels.

It is my baler, and it is almost as
old and cantankerous as I am. It had
bravely soldiered for many years and
was ready for retirement when I
bought it at auction, and that was
more than twenty years ago. The
green paint has faded like the fa-
tigues of a veteran and it bears
many scars, yet here I am, calling
upon it to march in endless circles

Maple Center Motors, Inc.
1128 Memorial Drive

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
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NEED COMPUTER HELP?
Hardware or Software

wyBatap.com
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perstech@wybatap.com
If I’m not helpful there is no charge.

See Business Directory on Page 30.
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My Baler
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Now open for the season!
Please see our ad on page 28

Don’t forget to remember...

Farmers’
Markets

Danville Farmers' Market
On the Green, US Route 2

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

St. Johnsbury Farmers' Market
On Pearl Street behind

Anthony's Diner
Saturdays: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Life took asudden turnawn,on
e.

SUMMER READING
Have the North Star sent right

to your door (or PO Box)
for only $16 per year.

See Page 3 for details

BY WINONA PECK GADAPEE

Life took a sudden turn, and this is the way I am
healing.

My brother, Joe Peck, and his wife Pat had just arrived home from
Florida in time to help deliver a breech calf. The cow bolted, pinned
him in a doorway, and broke a rib. We heard on Friday that he was
hurt, so Saturday night we went to visit and take up some of my "green
ambrosia.”

We had a great visit, but it was easy to see that he was in great dis-
comfort whenever he moved and was having difficulty breathing. He
was concerned that he was aging, slowing down, and should think of
giving up his beloved cattle

A week later, April 19, he was doing chores and couldn't breathe.
Mid-morning we got a call from my brother's daughter, Dawn, who ex-

plained they were rushing Joe to the hospital by ambulance, and he
was in a very serious condition. My husband Arnie just had time to
call my sister, Nancy, to let her know, when Dawn called us back that
Joe had died. Blood clots in his lungs had moved, blocking oxygen to
his heart. I couldn’t believe it. In just those few moments he was gone!

Visiting hours, where some waited for over two hours outside, were
eye-opening for me. I heard stories about how Joe was a "teacher" and
a "healer of broken souls." I heard stories about how he helped some
get started farming, showed them how to set up their books, how to
build a portable saw and help design a barn. So many young men told
me how he had pulled them out of the wrong crowd and straightened
them out.

I woke up the next day realizing I didn't even know this man. Do
we ever really know a person and all the many facets of their lives?

>> Page 6

Remembering the life of
Ronald “Joe” Peck

By nathanIel trIPP

Every summer I hope 
there is a time, when 

the bugs are not bad and 
the fishing is good, when 
the hay is in and school 
is still out, that we can go 
down the river again. 

We live right next door to 
the largest river in New Eng-
land, and I’ve paddled down 
most of its 410 miles so I know 
the best part is right here, or 
maybe a little north of here. 
Excitement builds as we watch 
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Need computer help?
Hardware or Software
wyBatap.com

(802) 633-4395 
perstech@wybatap.com

If I’m not helpful there is no charge.
See Business Directory on Page 30.
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On the river

DANVILLE, VERMONT GOOD FOR THE WHOLE MONTH $1.50

Now open for the season!
Please see our ad on page 26

Don’t forget to remember...

Farmers’ 
Markets

Danville Farmers’ Market 
On the Green, US Route 2

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

St. Johnsbury Farmers’ Market
On Pearl Street behind 

Anthony’s Diner
Saturdays:  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

FARMERS MARKETS

Peacham Farmers Market
Location: Peacham Academy Green

Day: Thursdays 
Time: 3-6 p.m.

Groton Farmers Market
Location: Veterans Memorial Park

Day: Saturdays 
Time: 9 a.m. to noon

The Hidden Links
                         A diamond in the rough

Cresting the heights of Route 5A in Newark offers 
an awe-inspiring view of Lake Willoughby and 
the dueling cliff faces of Mt. Pisgah and Mt. Hor. 
It is a sight known and seen by many. Continuing 

down 5A brings you to the Westmore Community Church 
where you can take a right onto Hinton Hill Road. Another 
turn onto Coles Road and a mile later you will come upon 
the hidden treasure that is Lake Willoughby Golf Course.

“This a great place for golfers like me,” says Craftsbury’s Dan 

Pittinger as he prepares to tee off on the sun drenched fi rst hole, a 
diffi cult 275-yard par-three. Pittinger was part of an inexperienced 
foursome, excited about the chance to hack away on a picturesque 
golf course in the middle of the Northeast Kingdom.

Like many others, Pittinger says he discovered the nine-hole 
course by chance.

“We visit the lake a lot and we started to see the signs for golf,” 
he explains. “One day we decided to follow them and now we’ve 

As the famous movie line goes, “If you build it, they will come.”
Photos & Story by Justin Lavely

>> Page 16

Pat Cole surveys the 
course from her mower.

The 4th hole bears little 
resemblance to the hay 
fi eld it began as a few 
years ago.

“Far from the madding 
crowd’s ignoble strife,
Their sober wishes never 
learned to stray;
Along the cool sequester’d 
vale of life,
They kept the noiseless tenor 
of their way.”

BY NATHANIEL TRIPP

Oh yeah? Even when 
Thomas Gray penned 
“Elegy Written in a 

Country Churchyard” two and 
a half centuries ago, he knew 
he was romanticizing a way of 
life that was fading away, if it 
really existed at all.  But it still 
sounded pretty good when we 
moved to our place at the end 
of the road in 1973, and this 
very morning, it looked like a 
landscape painting by Thomas 
Gainsborough, Gray’s contem-
porary, with the rising sun play-
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The Sound 
of Silence

Islands of Refuge
By Jane Brown

When Jacob Bayley and Jesse Leavenworth petitioned the General Assembly in 1785 
for a grant to the land that is now West Danville, Leavenworth was sure he was in 
Cabot where they had other land grants. He built mills at the outlet of the pond, 
using the generous fl ow of water from the pond to turn the big water wheels that 
powered them. 

The area near the pond and the Bay-
ley-Hazen military road on the west side 
of it was sparsely inhabited then – only 
a few struggling farmers along the mili-
tary road and maybe some Indians who 
passed through seasonally.

Leavenworth got the disappointing 
news that he was actually in a part of 
so-called Hillsboro, which a year later 
became part of Danville. The settle-
ment was then already well established; 
the location was ideal, and within a few 
years the town had grown to include 
more families, a sash mill, grist mill, saw 
mill, stores, and a hotel.  

When the railroad came in 1877, 
West Danville became a hub of com-

merce. The land around the pond was 
mostly farmland and forest, and the 
railroad meant lumber, manufactured 
goods, and produce could be more eas-
ily and effi ciently shipped and received. 
It also meant travel was much more 
convenient than it had been, and West 
Danville began to see an infl ux of vaca-
tioners, fi rst at the hotels that were here 
then, and eventually at cottages along 
the shores of the pond where families 
would come to spend the summer away 
from the heat of nearby cities. The 
north end of the pond, mostly marsh, 
remained unpopulated except for two 
islands.

Early history books mention Joe’s 

Pond as having many small islands; 
however, the lake we know today has 
only two, unless we count Sunken 
Island which is normally covered with 
water and marked only with a white bar-
rel. If it had at one time supported veg-
etation there is no sign of it now with 
its boulders and sand under three feet 
of water. It may have been a casualty of 
damming the brook at the outlet of the 
pond to provide for the needs of the 
growing settlement. We can only guess 
about it and any other protrusions of 
land there may have been in the 1700’s 
when the pond’s namesake, Indian Joe 
and his wife Molly, lived and fi shed 

>> Page 25

Farmers’ 
Markets

Danville Farmers’ Market 
On the Green, US Route 2

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

St. Johnsbury Farmers’ Market
On Pearl Street behind 

Anthony’s Diner
Saturdays:  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

FARMERS MARKETS

Peacham Farmers Market
Location: Peacham Academy Green

Day: Thursdays 
Time: 3-6 p.m.

Groton Farmers Market
Location: Veterans Memorial Park

Day: Saturdays 
Time: 9 a.m. to noon

NEED COMPUTER HELP?
Hardware or Software

wyBatap.com
(802) 633-4395 

perstech@wybatap.com
If I’m not helpful there is no charge.
See Business Directory on Page 32.

Maple Center Motors, Inc.
1128 Memorial Drive

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
(802) 748-4527
autotrader.com
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David Greenwood

Doug Stetson
Sarah Corey
Anne Baker
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An early depiction of 
Sim Whittier’s house 
resting on his self-made 
island in Joe’s Pond.
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By nat trIPP

To many, late summer and 
early fall means fair time, 
and years ago it was fair 

time for me, too, especially when 
we were showing horses. But it’s 
train time for me now, and I’m 
busy selling tickets, putting up 
posters, and then welcoming the 
public for a day of scenic train 
rides. 

I grew up with trains and 
loved them from the start. As a 
boy of 10 or 12, I had far more 
mobility than kids today. I could 
walk to the station and ride trains 
across New York and Connecti-
cut visiting relatives. I took the 
train to Vermont every sum-
mer, in a chartered rail car full 
of rowdy campers, and I rode 
troop trains across the country 
when I joined the Army. Most 
kids around here have never 
been on a train. Neither have 
many of their parents. I welcome 
them aboard at the St. Johnsbury 
depot, where the grandeur of the 

P.O. Box 319 Danville, VT   05828-0319
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Train Time
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Farmers’ 
Markets

Danville Farmers’ Market 
On the Green, US Route 2

Wednesdays: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

St. Johnsbury Farmers’ Market
On Pearl Street behind 

Anthony’s Diner
Saturdays:  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

FARMERS MARKETS

Peacham Farmers Market
Location: Peacham Academy Green

Day: Thursdays 
Time: 3-6 p.m.

Groton Farmers Market
Location: Veterans Memorial Park

Day: Saturdays 
Time: 9 a.m. to noon

NEED COMPUTER HELP?
Hardware or Software

wyBatap.com
(802) 633-4395 

perstech@wybatap.com
If I’m not helpful there is no charge.
See Business Directory on Page 32.

Maple Center Motors, Inc.
1128 Memorial Drive

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
(802) 748-4527
autotrader.com
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Kevin Sanborn
David Greenwood

Doug Stetson
Sarah Corey
Anne Baker

‘It’s like liquid apple pie’

By JUstIn laVely

Few things stimulate a Vermonters palette like apples and cheddar cheese. The combination can prompt 
raised eyebrows from visitors when they see someone with a slice of apple pie and a slice of cheddar, but 
it’s as Vermont as maple syrup. And now, tucked in the hills of West Charleston, two new Vermonters 
have found a way to bottle half of that fl avorful mixture into icy sweetness.

The state’s variable climate is often a 
target for gripes. As it turns out, the large 
temperature swings are perfect for one thing: 
making ice cider, a concoction pioneered by 
our Canadian neighbors, which has now 
found its way into Northeast Kingdom 
stores. Thanks to Albert & Eleanor Léger.

The cider is made from 100 percent Ver-
mont apples and concentrated naturally over 
the cold winter months, before being fer-
mented in the Léger’s basement.

According to the Légers, and corrobo-
rated by a quick taste test, the cider has a 
fresh apple aroma and an intense cider fl avor 
with hints of honey, pear and citrus followed 
by a long fi nish. It’s meant as a desert treat 
or as a sidekick to another Vermont treasure, 
sharp cheddar cheese.

“It’s like liquid apple pie,” Eleanor says 
while sitting at her kitchen table. “The name 
is a reference to the Garden of Eden and the 
apple.”

The process of making ice cider is intrigu-
ing, but so is the Léger’s history. Albert calls 
himself an Acadian, a decedent from French 
settlers in the maritime provinces of northern 
Canada. During the Great Expulsion of 1755, 
14,000 settlers were exiled from their home-
land. Many were deported back to France, 
while others resettled in Louisiana and even-
tually became known as Cajuns. Albert’s 
ancestors were part of a small group that 
was able to relocate to small fi shing villages 
on the coast of New Brunswick. After the 

>> Page 26

pr
ofi

 le

 Page

14

gi
vi

ng

 Page

31

By nathaniaL tRipp

Our autumn season has an 
edge; there is a sense of 

loss along with the glorious 
colors and harvest bounty. It 
was quite the opposite, spring-
time, when I was fi rst redis-
covering Vermont, having just 
returned from Vietnam. 

I spent many solitary hours 
back then walking footpaths 
and abandoned roads in the 
hills around Killington, Bar-
nard, and  Pomfret. It was 
wonderful to be alive, a survi-
vor at last, and my skills with 
a compass and a topographic 
map were still freshly honed. 
But what I remember best 
today, aside from my own 
youthful energy, is the cellar 
holes, the stone walls running 
through wild woods, the aban-
doned settlements. They were 
trying to tell me something.

I encountered ghosts, fi gu-
ratively, who spoke of another 
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Requiem
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A BREED APART

>> Page 26

A BREED APARTA BREED APART
A historic horse breed is rare across the 
country and especially in New England

By

JUSTIN 

LAVELY

According to legend, travel-
ers from the west arrived in a 
small Kentucky town around 
the turn of the 20th century. In 

order to procure supplies for the remain-
der of their journey, they traded a prize 
colt. It didn’t take long for the colt’s new 
owners to appreciate the animal’s smooth 
ride, gentle nature, and strength. In order 
to preserve these characteristics, they pro-
duced Tobe, whose bloodline is now part 
of every Rocky Mountain Horse in the 
country.

The Rocky Mountain breed was named for 
the origin of the traded colt, but has been asso-
ciated almost exclusively with the Appalachian 
Mountains since.

Its smooth ride made it the horse of choice 
on the rugged foothills of the Appalachians. Its 
versatility became popular for Eastern farmers. It 
could pull plows or buggies, work cattle, or be 
ridden bareback by children. It tolerated harsh 
winters with relative ease. Above all else, the 
breed is best known for gentleness. 

“It’s the golden retriever of the horse world,” 
says Mike Hartong, owner of Cedar Grove Farm 
in Peacham, the only Rocky Mountain Horse 
breeding operation in New England.

Mike is a soft spoken man, but he has a deep 
connection with his animals. When he approaches 
their paddocks, the horses come to him. He says 
this is typical of the breed, but there is more to it 
than that. His experience with these animals dates 

BUYING
Gold • Silver • Platinum

Silver & Gold Coins (Collections)
OLD COIN & JEWELRY SHOP

10 Eastern Ave. • St. Johnsbury, VT
802-748-9174 • Tues. - Sat. 10-5
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Mike Hartong, with 
his wife Kathy, 
own Cedar Grove 
Farm in Peacham, 
the only Rocky 
Mountain horse 
breeding operation 
in New england

CGF 
Absoluetly 
Incredible

2-4-1 SUBSCRIPTION OFFER
For a limited time, sign up a new North Star Monthly subscriber 

and receive a free subscription or renewal.

Offer expires October 31, 2010

northstar Publishing, LLC
29 Hill Street
P.o. Box 319 

Danville, VT 05828
Phone/FAX 802.684.1056

info@northstarmonthly.com
info@kingdom-guide.com

www.northstarmonthly.com
www.kingdom-guide.com

Become a fan of ours 
on Facebook!

2011 ANNUAL
SUBSCRIPTION DRIVE
DON’T MISS OUT! Through December, the 
North Star Monthly and Kingdom Guide is 
offering our annual subscription special. 
Sign up a new subscriber and get another 
FREE (sorry, this offer cannot be used for 
renewals).

The North Star is a monthly community magazine, and its  
pages are devoted to the “reinforcement of the value of  
community” by publishing stories from a wide range of  

interests and writers. The North Star Monthly has been honored 
by the Vermont Press Association with awards for feature writing 
and photography and is committed to the people, places and  
institutions that for many of us make small towns home. Feature 
stories and human interest articles describe the Northeast  
Kingdom of Vermont and often reach beyond into northern New  
Hampshire and the rest of Vermont. Above all, The North Star  
offers the stories we all have to tell. These are real people telling  
real stories. 

The Kingdom Guide is the region’s most comprehensive  
reference guide and community almanac, published 
annually. A one-of-a-kind, one-stop resource for 23  

communities in the Northeast Kingdom.The guide includes  
complete historical information and statistical data for towns, 
local and state government, the arts, schools and education,  
employment and industry, state forests, museums and historical 
sites, clubs and organizations, human services, hospitals, places 
of worship and much more!

By nathanieL tripp

November just might 

be my favor i te 

month. The Hallow-

een pumpkins have slumped 

down, their grin becoming 

progressively more ludicrous, 

while we enjoy the greater har-

vest; the wood fi re, the fresh 

cider, the companionship. 

The garden is all bedded 

down or put up, except per-

haps some Brussels sprouts. 

There is still plenty of work 

outside though, mostly wood 

lot stuff, and it’s a lot more 

fun if we aren’t feeling rushed 

by the season. I like to linger 

and see the framework of the 

hardwoods, deciding where 

to work next. Only the oaks 

still have color, if you can call 

it that, while the papery thin 

leaves of young beech trees 

whisper of the 
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DANVILLE VOTERS

Vote YES on Nov. 2            

for Australian Ballot for 

town, highway & school 

budgets. Th is would give 

everyone the oppurtunity 

to vote and also allow for 

absentee ballots.

Paid for by Barbara H.Fontaine

By sharon LaKey

Jean Dutton, sister of Danville’s only soldier killed in action in Vietnam, Bruce L. Badger, made a deci-

sion. She would send the album she created detailing the events surrounding her baby brother’s death. 

“I think it should be in Danville,” she said over the phone. Before sealing the box, she added his Ver-

mont Patriot’s Medal and the last two letters he wrote to his mother before his death on April 2, 1968.

When the box arrived at Histori-

cal House, we unpacked it, set it on the 

table and reverently turned the pages. It 

exudes a certain solid silence. The cover 

is a deep brown color with an embossed 

mandala on the front, and every piece in 

the album is covered in protective plastic, 

smooth to the touch. Even the glues she 

used on the contents are of archival qual-

ity; it is meant to be handled and read and 

be accessible for many years to come.

Perusing the book, it seems stark 

at fi rst. The content is straightforward, 

unembellished.  But when you take time 

to read each page, skimming over the 

repetitious elements of newspaper clip-

pings, each chosen fragment adds a little 

more depth to the mind-numbing loss 

the family must have experienced at his 

death. 
It opens with a senior photo of Bruce, 

a black and white 5 x 7. The photo is of 

a clear-eyed, serious young man, dressed 

in a suit, a white kerchief peeking out of 

the lapel pocket. It is this photo the fam-

ily gave to the media, and it is repeated 

time and again in the succeeding newspa-

per clippings. Page two opens with a 5 x 

7 color photo of Bruce in his army uni-

form. He wears the same 

Bruce Badger’s Memorial 

Album comes home

The reflection of Geneva Badger at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in 

Washington, D.C.

Bruce Badger

...Page 10

...Page 15

Happy Th anksgiving 

from all of us at the 

North Star Monthly 

and Kingdom Guide

SUBSCRIPTION DRIVE

NEW SUBSCRIBER

ADDRESS

TOWN, STATE, ZIP

NEW SUBSCRIBER

ADDRESS

TOWN, STATE, ZIP

Subscription Rates
$16 u.S.

$40 Canada

Return completed form to: The North Star Monthly, PO Box 319, Danville VT 05828
(802) 684-1056, info@northstarmonthly.com

BY NATHANIEL TRIPP

E veryone is relieved the election season is over. The decep-tive advertising and mas-sive spending were worse than ever, and so were the media, playing it like a sport-ing event while raking in the profits. Where is all the money coming from? Do any of those politicians really care about us?  However, no matter how much we com-plain about things here in Vermont, it could be worse. We could live in New York. I’ve been traveling up and down New York Route 22 all my life.  From Fair Haven to southern New York, it runs right beside the borders of Vermont,  Massachusetts , and Connecticut. It’s a beau-tiful route, following the little valleys that 
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Over the 
edge
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P.O. Box 319 Danville, VT 05828-0319

DANVILLE VOTERS
� anks for your support for Australian Ballot!

Paid for by Barbara H.Fontaine

Cut Your Own:  
$15 - $25

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.2113 Thaddeus Stevens Rd Peacham, VT802.592.3366Hot Chocolate on weekends

wounded vet 
returns to family 
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Vermont National Guard SPC Patrick McElroy is on a 30-day medical leave from the Walter Reed 

Army Medical Center in Washington, D.C. He was wounded on Sept. 24 in Afghanistan. Patrick 

recently sat down to describe what his life has been like for the last year.
Arriving at the McElroy home in East Barnet, Patrick’s 

son, Connor, does the greeting. He tells me that he has just 
turned five and had a birthday party. Patrick’s wife, Corinna, 
is holding Emma, five months old. Connor happily plays while 
we talk but glances at his father often to make sure he is still 
there. 

“Connor really missed his dad,” Corinna says. “Since he’s 
been home, Connor hasn’t left him for a second except to go 
to school.”

His family is happy to have him home for the holidays, but 
the nature of his return was an emotional roller coaster. 

Patrick was wounded in Afghanistan on Sept. 24 and taken 
to a hospital at Bagram Air Force Base. “They cut me open from the rib cage down to make sure 
fragments were not still in my body,” he remembers of his 

trip to the hospital. “Afterwards, that hurt more than getting 
shot.”   

“Patrick’s platoon sergeant called and said he had been hurt 
but that he was right there and I could talk to him,” Corinna 
remembers. “He sounded OK but tired. He said he had a tube 
in his throat down to his stomach.” Patrick admits he was in 
quite a bit of pain but tried not to let Corinna hear it in his 
voice. She, however, was studying nursing, and “was more 
worried knowing all the stuff I know.”From the hospital at Bagram, Patrick was next flown to 
Landstuhl Regional Medical Center in Germany. He says, “I 
was there until Sept. 27. On the 27th, I flew to Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center. Technically, I’m an out-patient at Wal-
ter Reed and on convalescent leave. That means you are well 
enough to maintain on your own ...Page 28

2-4-1 SUBSCRIPTION OFFER
For a limited time, sign up a new North Star Monthly subscriber 

and receive a free subscription or renewal.Offer expires December 31, 2010

by bRuce hoyt

As summer warmth gave way to colder nights, 
and the maples briefly glowed their colors, 
it was easy to get the feeling that the days 

were rapidly plunging toward winter with shorter 
days and lower sun.  Now, in the months around 
the winter solstice, the noon sun stubbornly fixes 
itself low in the sky, and the few daylight hours 
change but little day by day.

Is this attitude just part of our gloomy Northern 
New England outlook, or is there a real pattern that 
can be measured and explained?  Science beckons 
us to investigate the latter possibility.

The plane defined by the earth’s equator extends 
outward to define a line among the stars, called the 
celestial equator, and, though the constellations 
appear to move east to west throughout the night,  
their positions above or below this line remains 
constant.  Polaris lies at 90 degrees north declina-
tion (+). Orion’s belt lies at 0 degrees. His shoul-
der, Betelgeuse, lies at 7 degrees north (+) and his 
left leg, Rigel, lies at 8 degrees south (-).  We know 
where to look for Orion because his zenith posi-
tion is always the same as he marches across our 
winter sky. 

The tilt of the earth’s axis throws a difficulty 
into this matter.  The axis remains pointed in the 
same direction in space, causing it to tilt toward the 
sun in summer and away from the sun in winter.  
As a result, the sun appears to trace an arc above 
the celestial equator, then crosses it, then traces 
an arc below the celestial equator, then crossing it 
again.  It passes the positions of the summer sol-
stice, the autumnal equinox, the winter solstice and 
the vernal equinox respectively as it goes,  It could 
be argued that we ought to be able to see Polaris 
“move” as the earth travels 186 million miles from 
one side of the sun to the other.  However, that 
motion or parallax is imperceptible because of the 
several trillion miles to the pole star. 

The line of stars outshined by the “moving” sun 
is called the ecliptic.  The sun’s brightness eclipses 
the stars along that line.  Constellations of mythical 
beings near the ecliptic comprise the zodiac and are 
the basis of astrologers predictions or horoscopes 
for people who were born when the sun passed 
through that sign.  (My own sign, Pisces, appears as 
two fish tied together and struggling to go in differ-

ent directions.  Nonsense!)
The question at hand, however, is about rate.  

Can these two lines predict how rapidly the winter 
arrives and how stubbornly it lingesrs?

To help my own visualization of the matter, I 
employed a honeydew melon from my refrigera-
tor, and, using a magic marker, drew the celestial 
equator and the winter portion of the elliptic.  The 
outcome looked like a broad smile coming to a 
23.5 angle at each end.  Because the 360 degrees 
of travel is accomplished in 365 days, every 10 
degrees equates reasonably close to 10 degrees of 
arc. I therefore marked off the upper lip of my 
smile (celestial equator) in ten day increments from 
September 21st to March 21st.  I did the same for 
the lower lip (winter ecliptic). The distance between 
the upper lip and lower lip showed rapid change for 
the first 30 days and very little change leading up 
to day 90.  For any increment the  distances along 
he upper lip and along the lower lip are equal. The 
angle (23.5 degrees) is given.  Hurrah! An easy solu-
tion in the form of an isosceles triangle.  Sadly, the 
plane geometry rule of  “the sum of the angles in a 
triangle is 180 degrees” does not work for a triangle 
drawn on a sphere.  The correct equation was given 
to me in John Warren’s class in 1954. Long gone!  
That brain space has been taken over by 56 years 
of popular songs. I found it on Wikipedia instead. 

cos(c) =cos(a)cos(b) + sin(a)sin(b)cos(C)

where C is 23.5 degrees,  a is the number of days 
(degrees) along the upper lip and b is the same 
number of days (degrees) along the lower lip.  
The careful reader can solve this equation with 
a modern calculator.   The cos(c) value has to be 
changed to an angle by arcos (cos(c))

On September 21, the autumnal equinox, the dec-
lination is 0
Altitude of noon sun in St. Johnsbury = 90 – lati-
tude + declination
  = 90 - 44.5 +  (0) =45.5

Solving for October 21, the equation looks like 
this:
cos(c) = cos(30)cos(30) + sin(30)sin(30)cos(23.5)   
cos(c) =.866x.866   +  .5x.5x.917 

cos(c) = .750 + .229  
cos(c)= .979   
arcos.979=  11.8 degrees south declination (-)

Altitude of noon sun in St. Johnsbury = 90 – lati-
tude + declination
     = 90 - 44.5 + (-11.8) = 23.7  

Solving for November 20, the equation looks like 
this: 
cos(c) = cos(60)cos(60) + sin(60)sin(60)cos(23.5)  
cos(c) = .5 x.5  + .866 x .866 x .917   cos(c) = .25  
+  .688  
cos(c) =.938   
 arcos.938 = 20.3 degrees south declination (-) 

Solving for December 20, the equation looks like 
this: 
cos(c) = cos(90)cos(90)  + sin(90)sin(90)cos(23.5)
cos(c)  =  0 x0  + 1 x1 x .917 
arcos(.917) = 23.5 degrees south declination (-)
Altitude of noon sun in St. Johnsbury = 90 – lati-
tude + declination
  = 90 - 44.5 + (-23.50) = 22.5  

Solving for January 19, the equation looks like 
this:  
cos(c) = cos(120)cos(120) +sin(120)sin(120)
cos(23.4)
cos(c) = (-.5 )x(-.5)  + .866 x .866 x .917   
cos(c) = .25  +  .688
cos (c) = .938
arcos.938 = 20.3 degrees south declination (-)
Altitude of noon sun in St. Johnsbury = 90 – lati-
tude + declination
  = 90 - 44.5 + (- 20.3) = 24.2

Take  heart, Vermonters,  the altitude of the sun 
accelerates as spring comes on, rising 10.8 degrees 
each month before and after the vernal equinox 
coming finally to 68.8 degrees on the summer sol-
stice and hanging there with little change as we 
enjoy beach days  

A full list of solar declinations ( for 2006 but reason-
ably accurate for every year)  may be found at HTTP://
suneaarth.gsfc.gov   Look in the 4th column.

Winter is Icumin in 
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Lyndonville, VT Exit 23 Off I-91 • Rt. 5 802-626-3273
OUR NEWEST & TAX FREE STORE

Woodsville, NH 20 Central Street 603-747-3202

www.modernfurniturevt.com

Modern Furniture
& Mattress Shops

Mon-Th urs 
8:30-5
Fri 8:30-6
Sat 8:30-5
Sun 10-4

NOW IN TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:

NEW 

LOCATION

Exit 23 off 91
Rte. 5 – Lyndon, VT

802-626-3273
Mon.-Sat. 8:30-6, Sun. 10-4

103 Coventry Street
Newport, VT

802-334-5616
Mon.-Sat. 8:30-6 

Across from Pick & Shovel

FORMERLY
WAYSIDE

FURNITURE

MODERN 
FURNITURE
& MATTRESS SHOP

was the month before Christmas and all
through the store Steve slashed prices so
you could save more.

The tags were hung from the furniture 
with care with hopes that you 
soon would be there.

From recliners and sofas 
to rockers and beds we 
even have financing to 
ease your head. 

With no interest, no payments 
and one year to pay, you’ll go 
home with a smile and 
shout hooraay!

Let Modern 
Furniture and 
Bedding decorate 
your home, you’ll 
get great savings 
and not have 
to roam!

All of us here 
wish you holiday 
cheer and to all a 
safe, happy and 
prosperous new year!

T
UP TO 

50%
OFF

HERE AT MODERN FURNITURE 
AND MATTRESS SHOP WE HAVE

EVERYTHING YOU NEED ON SALE!

15-50% OFF
• RECLINERS
• LIVING ROOM SETS
• TABLES & CHAIRS
• PICTURES & LAMPS

• BAR STOOLS • BUNK BEDS • DESKS
& MUCH, MUCH MORE!

“We wish you a Merry Christmas    
  and a 

Happy New Year”
Dick, Mike & Jenn

309 Portland Street
Suite 102
St. Johnsbury, VT
(802) 748-5224

THANK YOU

Thank you

for your

support on

Nov. 2
nd

.

Caledonia-Orange District

Paid for by Kitchel for Senate PO Box 82 Danville, VT 05828

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT  POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

Jane Kitchel

North Country Chorus to 
Perform Handel’s Messiah
For many music lovers the Christmas season is not complete without attending a 

performance of George Frideric Handel’s Messiah. Upper Valley audiences will 
have three opportunities to hear this beloved oratorio performed by the North 

Country Chorus with soloists and chamber orchestra. 

Venues will include the North Congregational 
Church, St. Johnsbury, at 7:30 pm on Friday, 
December 3, the Haverhill, NH, Congregational 
Church at 7:30 pm on Saturday, December 4, and 
the Peacham, VT, Congregational Church at 3:00 
pm on Sunday, December 4.

The chorus, soloists and orchestra will be 
directed by Alan Rowe. Soloists this season 
include soprano Julie Drown Proia, tenor Phil 
Brown, bass Gary Moreau and mezzo-soprano 
Maria Weber Lamson. Admission at the door will 
be $10 ($5 for students).

Messiah is Handel’s best known oratorio. The 
German-born composer visited England in 1710 
and, fi nding great success there, adopted it as his 
home. He composed Messiah in twenty-four days 
during the late summer of 1741 using passages 
selected from Old and New Testament Scrip-

tures. Upon completing the famous “Hallelujah 
Chorus” he later recalled, “I did think I did see all 
heaven before me, and the Great God himself.” 
Handel conducted Messiah’s fi rst performance in 
Dublin, Ireland on April 13, 1742, as a benefi t for 
three of the city’s charities. Attended by Dublin’s 
most fashionable patrons, it was an immediate 
and resounding success.

Tickets are now on sale for the North Coun-
try Chorus’ 30th annual Madrigal Dinner ~ A 
Comedy of Arrows,  to be held in Monroe, NH, 
on January 14, 15, and 16, 2011. Details and a 
printable order form are available at the chorus’ 
website, below. Information is also available from 
Marcia Bridge at 802-584-4194.

Visit www.northcountrychorus.org for more 
information about the chorus and all its pro-
grams.

Holiday spirit in St. Johnsbury
Downtown St Johnsbury will be hopping the entire month of December 

and exploding with holiday spirit. Come join us in the celebration of 
traditions new and old. 

Starting Dec. 3, retail stores will be open Fri-
day nights, Saturdays and Sundays to help you 
with all of your holiday shopping needs. 

There is also plans in the works for a ladies 
and a gents night of shopping you can make sure 
your wish lists are available for those who may 
need ideas and or help! Santa Clause will also 
be in town during these times to make sure all 
of our youngest residents can personally deliver 
their lists. 

To add to the spirit, outdoor speakers are 
being installed so holiday music will be playing 
on Railroad and Main Streets. A Santa’s village 
will be set up at the Welcome Center which will 
delight young and old alike. The Welcome Cen-
ter will be bustling with activities during Decem-
ber ranging from Farmers Markets, children’s 
crafts and activities, vendors and of course our 
Victorian Holiday on Dec. 11. Our month long 
festivities culminate with First Night, Dec. 31, 
2010.

Victorian Holiday
On Saturday Dec. 11, the town of St. Johnsbury 

will celebrate a Victorian Tea from 9:45 a.m. to 2 
p.m., wagon rides on Railroad Street from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., buggy rides on Main Street from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., Open House at the St J Athenaeum at 2 
p.m. with a presentation of the Edna St. Vincent Mil-
lay poem Ballad of the Harp, a food drive from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m., Santa’s village at the Welcome center 
with children’s activities and Santa from 9:45 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., a craft show at the South Congregational 
Church 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., vendors on Railroad Street, 
Christmas trees for sale, lighting of the Arnold Park 
Tree, the annual Light Up the Night 5K race, and 
much, much more.

As details become fi nalized we will post them on 
our website www.discoverStJvt.com, and a schedule 
of events will also be available. 

If you have ever secretly wanted to be an elf or 
would like to help out during our month long celebra-
tion, please call 748-7121 for more information.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS



Danville Indians take 
Division IV Title after 

beating Proctor

Steve Cobb
Organist

Join us for worship

during Advent 

and put the Christ back 

in Christmas.

WREATH 
DEDICATION
To dedicate a wreath or 
poinsettia to a loved one, 
contact Cheryl Linsley 
at 684-2528. The dedication 
will be published in 
the Christmas Eve service. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP
Sunday mornings 9:30; 
with a non-perishable 
food collection for the Open 
Door.

DANVILLE SENIOR 
MEAL SITE
Every Monday, Tuesday 
and Thursday at Noon; call 
Karen at 684-3903 for more 
info.

AA MEETINGS
Tuesday evenings at 7:30.

CHOIR/GUITAR
All are welcome to choir 
practice and guitar lessons; 
no previous music experi-
ence needed. Contact Toby 
at 684-3666 or Buddy at 
684-2569.

Danville 
United Methodist 

Church
On the Green / Danville, Vermont

12/4 7AM Danville Ecumenical men’s breakfast, by
donation; all welcome.
12/5 9:30AM, 2nd Sunday in Advent Service and Com-
munion (all welcome).
12/14 & 28 5PM Guitar Class; 6:00 Choir Rehearsal
12/12 9:30AM 3rd Sunday Advent Service
12/21 6PM Choir Caroling at St. Jay Health & Rehab
12/19 9:30AM, 4th Sunday Advent Service
12/24 7PM Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols
 12/26 9:30AM Church Service, First Sunday
 after Christmas Day

Sandra Day, BC-HIS
America’s Largest Hearing
Instrument Manufacturer

To learn more, visit
www.starkey.com

Sandra Day, BC-HIS
Rebecca Armstrong
Isabelle Armstrong

Let us help eliminate the 
isolation, confusion and 
frustration brought on by 
hearing loss during the 
holidays.
• GIFT CERTIFICATES
• FREE HEARING SCREENINGS

Closed Dec. 23 - Jan. 2

  FOR YOU &
  YOUR FAMILY

198 Eastern Avenue    St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

(802) 748-4852  (800) 838-4327
Hours: Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 9-4



Danville Indians take 
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beating Proctor

Reprints Online
More than 600 photos have been uploaded to:

www.northstarmonthly.com
Visit our homepage and 

select “Photos” from the menu.

HOLIDAY VISIT
by Fred SwanFrosty Air by WILL MOSES

The Framing Format & Gallery
485 Lafayette Street ❆ St. Johnsbury, VT
802-748-3964 ❆ 800-699-3964

Serigraphs, Prints, Christmas Cards, 2006 Calendars
Puzzles, Books, Framed Mirrors, Conservation Framing

Giclee prints on paper and canvas

Prints • Calendars • Notecards • Christmas Cards • Puzzles
Books • Framed Mirrors • Conservation Framing

www.framingformat.net

books n coffee n conversation

394 Railroad St., St. Johnsbury, VT • 802-748-3551
Monday - Friday 7-7 • Saturday 9-7 • Sunday 9-5

Gift Ideas

17,000 Books For All Ages & Interests
Gift Certificates In Any Amount

Stocking Stuffers
Educational Toys • 2011 Calendars

Holiday Boxed Cards Buy 3, Get 4th FREE
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Estate Planning and
Trust & Estate administration practice Group

Wills, trusts, powers of attorney, advance 
directives

Property preservation and management

Minimize gift and estate taxation

IRA and pension beneficiary elections

Planning for U.S. citizens and non-U.S. 
citizens

Charitable giving strategies

Business organization and succession 
planning

Trust and estate administration

www.stebbinsbradley.com Hanover, New Hampshire ● 603 643 3737
Norwich, Vermont ● 802 649 1200

St. Johnsbury, Vermont ● 802 748 6367

NVRH Diabetes Programs  
are for people who want to live  
better with diabetes.

AwAreness    educAtion    Prevention

To regisTer or for information  
call ginny flanders, rd, cde 802 748-7433

Diabetes  
Self Management 

UpcoMing SeSSion !

Life with diabetes
tuesdays, February 1,8,15 
10:00 a.m. to noon 
nvrH Business ctr 126

Healthy eating 
Happy cooking
$20 | 3 meetings

tuesdays, January 11,18,25
10:00 a.m. to noon 
nvrH Business ctr 126

This program 
requires a referral 
from your 
healthcare provider.

First Night 2011: Featuring events for the entire family
Area residents who join in this year’s First 

Night celebration will fi nd an exciting variety 
of new performers as well as a core group of 

familiar and crowd pleasing entertainers for what has 
become one of the most anticipated and enjoyable 
traditions in the Northeast Kingdom.

A strong selection of new acts have been added 
to this year’s line-up, which will run from 4 p.m. to 
midnight as usual, including:

The Mellow Yellow Experience – Featuring 
music of the 1960’s, authentic costumes, a fi lm and 
light show and even go-go dancers.

The Mike Fortier Band – The former lead singer 
of the Burke Mountain Bandits returns with a new 
class country music showcase.

The Swing North Big Band – with 18 musicians 
playing all of the best music from the swing and big 
band dance era.

Judith Witters, the Three Apple Storyteller – 
is a nationally-known and respected storyteller 
who has won many awards for her intrerpretation 
of traditional tales and legends from around the 
world.  The entire family will be enthralled by her 
presentation.

Valley Improv – is one of the most exciting 
additions to his year’s lineup.  This group of 
professional comedians with experience in such 
groups as Second City and the Capital Steps will keep 
the audience in stitches with their improvisations 
based on a set-up similar to the hit show “Who’s 
Line Is It, Anyway.”

The North Country Chorus Messiah Sing-A-
Long – This popular choral group has appeared at 
First Night’s in the past, but never have they invited 
the audience to sing-a-long with them.  This creative 
approach to one of the world’s most beloved 
choral pieces will make everyone in the audience a 
performer at First Night.

The Freedom Blues Band – This group of area 
musicians will gather for First Night only to create 
a super-group jam of some of the most enjoyable 
blues tunes anywhere.

Catamount Arts – Celebration participations 
who want to take a break from live performances 
can also enjoy one or both of this year’s festival 

movies, including “Anvil: The Story of 
Anvil” and “Every Little Step,” – both 
of which have musical themes.

The Back Shed String Band – 
Samantha Amay, a member of Not The 
Best, one of the most popular bands 
in last year’s celebration, returns with 
a new group which grew out of the 
tradition of the “Shed,” the Northeast 
Kingdom’s legendary home for 
traditional bluegrass music.  The Back 
Shed String Band will be presenting 
both old fashioned favorites and new 
compositions for the bluegrass fan.

Emily Nyman – This well-known 
performer from Newport will 
present a set of standards, pop tunes 
and original compositions 
is a style that has made her 
one of the most entertaining 
performers in the Northeast 
Kingdom.

Andriana Gnap – The 
holiday season will continue 
into the New Year with this 
concert of traditional Balkan 
Christmas music from this 
singer and musician who 
has appeared in concerts 
throughout New England.  This 
accomplished violinist  will be 
joined by her mother on harp 
and her aunt of several traditional instruments 
to help spread the holiday cheer throughout the 
evening.

Dana and Susan Robinson – One of the most 
exciting additions to this year’s lineup is the duo of 
Dana and Susan Robinson, from North Carolina.  
Quickly gaining a national reputation, they will 
present a concert of traditional folk music that will 
have the audience clapping, toe-tapping and just 
plain smiling at music to warm the cold winter’s 
night.

The Hypzotique Bellydance Circus – Experience 
the exotic lure of the Middle East with this full-scale 

production that features several dancers, beautiful 
costumes and even a host/comedian. This unusual 
event is appropriate for the entire family and focuses 
on the grace and form of this ancient and traditional 
form of entertainment.

The Woods Tea Company – Long considered 
Vermont’s Musical Ambassadors to the World,  
this amazing folk group returns to First Night 
after several year’s absence and with a new, three 
performer format that features Patty Casey, one of 
New England’s leading vocalists and song-writers.

Welcoming these new performers to the First 
Night line-up will also be a full evening’s worth of 
returning singers, musicians, dancers, magicians and 

movies, including “Anvil: The Story of 
Anvil” and “Every Little Step,” – both 

present a set of standards, pop tunes 

accomplished violinist  will be 

The Dancing Djinn

James Lamar
The Bayley-Hazen Boys
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WESTERN AVENUE STATION

Green Mountain Coffee & Snacks

Specializing in
w Exhaust systems

w Brakes
“See Dan

the muffler man”
Danny Lapierre,

Mechanic

160 Western Ave. w St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 w (802) 748-2894

“Your friendly full-service station”

“For God so loved the 

world that He gave 

His only begotten Son, 

that whoever believes 

in Him should not 

perish, but have eter-

nal life.”

John 3:16

Amid all the rush
and excitement, 

remember:
Jesus is the reason

for the season.

Merry Christmas
from our families to yours.

199 Depot Street, Lyndonville, Vermont 
(802) 626-9026 (800) 822-9026

http://www.thecarpetconnectioninc.com/

other entertainers, including 
such audience favorites as 
James Lamar, The King of Silly, 
The Magic of Ishkabibble, 
Professor Maravel’s Magic 
Show, You Already Know 
Hip-Hop Extravaganza, Bob 
Shelley’s Hypnotism, the St. 
Johnsbury Academy Hilltones, 
Pina Antonelli, Bill Tobin, 
Cody Michaels, the Kingdom 
County Comedy Theater, 
Rubato, Stephen Herreid, 
James Bentley, Bobbi and Me, 
the Moore Family, Windrose, 
the  Bethe l  Music ians , 
The Tessilations, The St. 
Johnsbury Drum Ensemble 
the Bayley-Hazen Boys and 
the Bob Amos Band.

Residents who want to get 
into the spirit of the evening 
may also participate in dancing 
themselves with such offerings 
as the Country Corners Square 
Dance and the Contra Dance 
at the St. Johnsbury School 
and swing dance lessons in 
Streeter Hall.

In addition, festival goers 
seeking the unusual may also 
sample such entertainment 
as the Fairbanks Museum 
Planetar ium Show, the 
Dancing Djinn outside show 
on Main Street,the Vermont 
Intaglio exhibit at the Gato 
Nero Studio on Railroad 
Street,  Karaoke at the 
Kingdom Recovery Center, 
the St. Johnsbury Youth 
Advisory Council Game Site 
and the Community Fun Fair 
at the Academy Field House.

Food will also be an 

First Night St. Johnsbury 2011 
Venue 4:00 pm 5:00 pm 6:00 pm 7:00 pm 8:00 pm 9:00 pm 10:00 pm 11:00 pm 

St. J. School 
Auditorium 

Youth Advisory 
Council 

Food-Games 
St. J. School 
4 pm – 8 pm 

Mellow Yellow 
Experience 

Mike Fortier 
Band 

Mike Fortier 
Band 

Mellow Yellow 
Experience 

Mellow Yellow 
Experience 

Fireworks! 
At Academy Gym 
Parking Lot Area 

Midnight – 2010 
Ball Drop – Dancing Djinn 

St. J School 
All Purpose 

 Country Corners 
Square Dance 

Contra Dance 
7:30 pm – 10 pm 

Academy 
Fieldhouse 

Community Fun Fair – Community of Concern 
 4:00 pm – 8:30 pm 

 

Streeter Hall   Swing Dance Lessons Swing North Big Band Maple Leaf 7 Maple Leaf 7 

Morse Center Judith Witters James Lamar Judith Witters King of Silly King of Silly Valley Improv Valley Improv Maple Grove 
Pancake 
Supper 

Streeter Hall 
10-11:30 pm 

Fuller Hall The Magic Of 
Ishkabibble 

Hypzotique 
Bellydance 

Circus 

Hypzotique 
Bellydance 

Circus 

Prof. Marvel’s 
Magic Show 

You Already 
Know  

Bob Shelley’s 
Hypnotism 

You Already 
Know 

South Church Hilltones Messiah Sing-A-
Long 

Pina Antonelli Bill Tobin Pina Antonelli Freedom Blues 
Band 

Cody Michaels 

Catamount  
Theater 1 

Anvil: The Story of Anvil Anvil: The Story of Anvil Anvil: The Story of Anvil Anvil: The Story of Anvil 

Catamount 
Theater 2 

Every Little Step Every Little Step Every Little Step Every Little Step 

Catamount 
Cabaret 

Kingdom County 
Comedy Theater 

Kingdom County 
Comedy Theater 

Rubato Stephen Herreid James Bentley Stephen Herreid James Bentley Stephen Herreid 

Universalist 
Church 

Gato Nero Studio 
Vermont Intaglio Society Show 

4 pm - Midnight 

Bobbie and Me Back Shed String 
Band 

Back Shed String 
Band 

Bobbie and Me Food & Snacks All Over Town 
South Church – North Church – St. J. 

School – Catamount Arts – Universalist 
Church – St. Andrew’s – Streeter Hall St. J House Emily Nyman Emily Nyman Moore Family Moore Family 

Grace Church Andriana Gnap Andriana Gnap Windrose Windrose  Dana & Susan 
Robinson 

Dana & Susan 
Robinson 

 

St. Andrew’s 
Church 

 Bethel Musicians Bethel Musicians The Tessilations The Tessilations St. Johnsbury 
Drum Ensemble 

Karaoke! 
Kingdom Recovery Center 

Corner of Central & Summer Streets 
5 pm - Midnight 

Fairbanks 
Museum 

Dancing Djinn 
On Main Street 

6:45 – 7:45 – 8:45 

Planetarium 
Show 

Planetarium 
Show 

Planetarium 
Show 

Planetarium 
Show 

North Church  The Bayley-
Hazen Boys 

The Bob Amos 
Band 

The Bob Amos 
Band 

Woods Tea 
Company 

Woods Tea 
Company 

 
important part of the evening 
as well, with snacks being 
available many places and 
larger menus, including full 
dinners, available at such 
locations as South Church, 
The Universalist Church, St. 
Andrew’s Church, the North 
Church and Catamount Arts.  
As in past years, the main 
event for food will take place 
from 10:00 pm-11:30 pm 
when Maple Grove sponsors 

the free pancake supper in the 
Streeter Hall dining room at St. 
Johnsbury Academy.  Pancakes 
and all of the trimming will 
served up by area Boy Scouts.

The Finale of the evening 
will take place at 12:00 
midnight when everyone is 
invited to attend the lighting 

and raising of the New Year’s 
ball and a full fireworks show 
in the gym parking lot of the 
Academy.  The Dancing Djinn 
will also perform to welcome 
in the New Year.

Residents will be able to 
purchase buttons on New 
Year’s Eve that will admit 

them to all events, but these 
buttons are also available now 
at a reduced price.  

For a full listing of all sales sites 
for buttons, please visit www.first-
nightstj. Advance buttons can also 
be purchased on-line at www.cata-
mountarts.org.
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Danville Dental Group, PLC
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

G E N E R A L  A N D  F A M I L Y  D E N T I S T R Y

Happy Holidays
Stuart V. Corso, D.M.D.

Ragu Murty, D.M.D.

PO Box 230 • 31 Mountain View 
Drive, Danville, VT 05828

(802) 684-1133
www.danvilledentalgroup.com

St. Johnsbury 
Lions Club
ST. JOHNSBURY, VT.

REMEMBER A LOVED ONE AT CHRISTMAS
Join with your neighbors and friends and the St. Johnsbury Area Lions
Club on Saturday, December 5 at 6 p.m. to observe their “Memory Tree
2009 Pagent” at the Courthouse Park.
A $10.00 donation will light a bulb on the tree in memory of a loved one.
Proceeds are used to support our Sight, Hearing, Lifeline and other
community service programs.
Make checks payable to: The St. Johnsbury Lions Club and send with the form
to:

Mary Denio, 2153 Simpson Brook Rd., Waterford, VT 05819

PLEASE JOIN WITH US FOR THIS WORTHWHILE AND ENJOYABLE PROGRAM.

Donor’s Name: ___________________________________________________
Street Address: ___________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: ___________________________________________________
In Memory Of: ____________________________________________________
Donation Amount: ________________________________________________

Join with your neighbors and friends and the St. Johnsbury Area Lions 
Club on Saturday, December 4 at 6 p.m. to observe their “Memory Tree 
2010 Pagent” at the Courthouse Park.
A $10.00 donation will light a bulb on the tree in memory of a loved one.
Top of the star is Franklin Hovey
Proceeds are used to support our Sight, Hearing, Lifeline and other
community service programs.

Route 5, Lyndonville, VT

(802) 626-9396

Happy
Holidays

Goodrich’s Maple Farm
2427 US Rt. 2, Cabot, VT 05647

(802) 426-3388
goodrichsmaple@yahoo.com    www.goodrichmaplefarm.com

Come visit our gift shop, open 9-5 Mon. - Saturday, closed Sundays & Holidays

                        When it comes toHoliday Giving
THINK MAPLE

WE SHIP

maple Syrup, Candy & more
goodrichmaplefarm.com

T GIFT CERTIFICATES   T

Fifty years ago people in St. Johnsbury spent little 
time in merrymaking, or in social functions of any 
kind. The country was in throes of the Civil War 

and there were few families where there was not a vacant 
chair and anxious hearts awaiting news from the battle 
fi elds. 

The weekly Caledonian of 
December 19 and December 26 
carried long lists of the Union 
soldiers from Vermont killed 
and wounded at the Battle of 
Fredericksburg. Pink teas, lun-
cheons or seven course dinners 
formed no part of social life 
and busy women spent much 
time making garments, rolling 
bandages, and scraping lint for 
wounded soldiers.

Not withstanding all this, it 
came to the minds of some of 
the kind people of the South 
Church that it was not right to 
shut out the children from the 
joys that rightly belonged to 
them. “Let us make the com-
ing Christmas a happy time.” 
The plan was heartily endorsed 

and soon took shape. “It shall 
be a Christmas in the Church.” 
There were no department 
stores or art stores from which 
we might make choice of gifts 
and so loving fi ngers wrought 
and the needles fl ew merrily in 
willing hands and the pile of 
gifts grew apace.

It would be pleasant to men-
tion the names of those who 
worked so diligently and lov-
ingly to make our fi rst Christ-
mas Tree a success. The names 
would be strange to most of 
you, but I cannot forbear to 
mention the mother of Dr. Fair-
banks and her sunny-hearted 
sister, the wife of our Superin-
tendent, Mr. Ephraim Jewett 
who gave such practical help all 

the way, also Mr. & Mrs. Thad-
deus Fairbanks whose gener-
ous gifts made possible many 
things we could not otherwise 
have done.

As the time drew near Mr. 
Jewett began to fear we might 
be lacking things to go around. 
So he made a hurried trip to 

Boston where he invaded toy 
shops, and book stores, con-
fectioners and fruit dealers, and 
when he returned we could see 
the successful conclusion of our 
labors.

Two tall fi r trees found their 
places in front of the pulpit, 
and verily fi r trees never bore 
such fruit before, at least in St. 
Johnsbury. And now a strange 
thing has happened and all the 
members of the South Church 
Sunday School were children, 
some indeed of a larger growth, 
for there was to be no age limit 
in the bestowal of gifts.

Christmas was cold as 
Christmas should be and the 
hills were white with snow and 
Christmas Eve found the South 

Church full of happy expect-
ant children and equally happy 
grown folks.

The trees fairly groaned 
with their burdens and under-
neath stood a huge basket fi lled 
with oranges, a great treat in 
those days, for Florida and 
California had not emptied 
their treasures of fruits into our 
markets and our oranges came 
from the Mediterranean or the 
West Indies.

Our pastor Rev. Lewis O. 
Brastow, who had recently 
returned home from nearly a 
year of service as chaplain of 
the Twelfth Vermont Regi-
ment, was a bachelor and was 
a target for many gifts, books 
for his library, a dressing gown 

The First Christmas Tree in St. Johnsbury, 1863
A Reminiscence by Sarah W. French, 1913

The Jenks Family 1964

Do you have an old 
photograph that 
really should be shared 
with the whole family? 
Last year I came across this image, 
it was the perfect Christmas gift for my 
brothers and sister, and my kids too!

Bring in your old photo, my lab can scan it, fix it if 
needed, and have copies made for each family mem-
ber. It will bring a tear to their eyes, and floor them 
with happy past memories... a very sweet Christmas 
gift that no one will expect!!

Call us for details. 
Christmas deadline December 15.

PO Box 98 / 1204 Main Street / St. Johnsbury, VT
www.jenksstudio1886.com / 802-748-3421

e-mail: jenksstudio@charterinternet.com

FAMILY PORTRAIT SPECIAL
Shooting until December 12th, in time for Christmas giving!
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REID & BALIVET
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

ERNEST TOBIAS BALIVET
JUDITH A. SALAMANDRA CORSO

DANVILLE GREEN w DANVILLE, VT w (802) 684-3666

Northern Counties Health Care, Inc. – Area Flu Vaccine Clinics 

*Special Note:  Caledonia Home Health & Hospice, as well as all Northern Counties 
Health Care locations will have High Dose Fluzone vaccine for people age 65 and older. 

Seasonal Flu Clinics Open to the Public – Caledonia Home Health & Hospice, Inc.   
(802) 748-8116 OR (800) 924-8116 

Medicare and Medicaid Accepted – Please bring your cards (ADULTS ONLY) 
Town Date Time Location 

Lyndonville 12/2/2010 10:00 am-12:00 pm Darling Inn  
St. Johnsbury 12/7/2010 1:00 pm-3:00 pm North Congregational Church 

Northern Counties Health Care, Inc. Clinics  
ESTABLISHED PATIENTS ONLY – ALL AGES - Call for an appointment on these days 

Location Date Time 
Danville Health Center   

684-2275 By Appointment Only 

Caledonia Internal Medicine  
748-5174 By Appointment Only 

St. Johnsbury Family Health 
Center 

748-5041 

Thu, Dec 9 8:15-11:30 a.m. 

After Dec. 9, By Appointment Only 

Island Pond Health Center 
723-4300 

Tuesdays  9:00-11:00 a.m. 

Thursdays  2:00-4:00 p.m. 

Hardwick Area Health Center 
472-3300 

By Appointment Only 
8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.  OR  1:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

Concord Health Center 
695-2512 

Tuesdays  9:00-11:00 a.m. 

Thursdays  2:00-4:00 p.m. 

Our Mission is to enhance the quality of life of individuals and families by providing, 
compassionate, accessible and affordable patient-centered health services. 

Additional information is available by dialing 211 or at www.vermont211.org or 
www.cdc.gov or www.healthvermont.gov or www.nchcvt.org 

41st Annual Burklyn Arts

Saturday, December 4, 9-4
Sunday, December 5, 10-4

Lyndon Town School
Off Route 114, Lily Pond Road, Lyndonville, VT

The road from “single with no worries” to “married with 
three kids, two cars, a house and a growing business” is 
shorter than you think. With each of life’s milestones comes 
new responsibilities, and Sawyer & Ritchie can help make 
sure your insurance meets your changing needs. From 
home to auto, life, commercial and more, we’ll be there with 
the coverage you need. No matter what life brings you.

198 Route 2
W. Danville, VT

P.O. Box 196
802-684-3411

nwjinsurance.com

John Blackmore
George Coppenrath

Sam Kempton

A  D I V I S I O N  O F  N OY L E  W.  J O H N S O N ,  I N C .
I N S U R A N C E

Life changes. Make sure your insurance keeps up.

and slippers enough for a cen-
tipede. The Superintendent 
received a gold headed cane 
such as Superintendent are apt 
to have. Teachers had books 
and the children had just those 
things that children love, toys 
and games for the winter eve-
nings, story books and boxes of 
candy.

Bright eyes and shining 
faces showed their appreciation 
of the gifts and when the senior 
class of elderly men led by Mr. 
[James K.] Colby of blessed 
memory, with Deacon Arnold 
Hutchinson, Levi Harlow and 
Francis Brigham received cop-
ies in most effulgent colors 
of the choicest of the nursery 
classics, “The Hare and The 
Tortoise,” “Little Red Riding 
Hood” and others. Their faces 
were wreathed in smiles and I 
do not believe an Encyclopedia 
or a Webster Unabridged Dic-
tionary would have been more 
acceptable.

The candles burned low as 
we wished one another a Merry 
Christmas and wended our 
ways home. And so it was that 
the South Church in 1863 cele-
brated the birthday of our Lord.

Mentioning the Tree

Edward T. Fairbanks in 
The Town of St. Johnsbury 
Vt: A Review of One Hundred 
Twenty-Five Years to the Anni-
versary Pageant 1912 referred to 
the 1863 Christmas Eve event 
[page 137]. He reported that the 
first public observance of Christ-

mas in St. Johnsbury occurred in 
1846 “long before such a thing 
as the Christmas Tree had been 
heard of in this part of the world.” 
At that time for the purpose of 
decoration, fir trees were planted 
in the corner of the Universalist 
Meeting House [burned in 1876] 
and “in the top of one of them 
was tethered a white dove which 
sat quietly perched on its green 
bough as if conscious of being 
the symbol of peace on earth and 
good will among men.” As time 
went by, the custom of having 
Christmas trees as a part of the 
Sunday School observance of the 
holiday became universal, and 
smaller trees made life joyful in 
the home. In 1913, South Church 
marked the 50th anniversary of 
the first public Christmas tree in 
St. Johnsbury with a Christmas 
tree lighted by electricity, the first 
time one was thus lighted. Fair-
banks added that “the fiftieth 
anniversary of this occasion was 
observed in the same place in a 
graceful and dignified manner; 
the illumination was from col-
ored electric lights which flashed 
from the shapely spruce tree ris-
ing some twenty feet from the 
floor.” 

A transcript of Sarah W. French’s 
reminiscence is preserved in the St. John-
sbury Athenaeum in its manuscript 
collection (MS 34); the location of the 
original is unknown. At the bottom of 
the transcript are the initials HFW-
HED. If you can identify these people 
or can add information about Sarah 
French, please contact Shara McCaf-
frey at the Athenaeum. 

The Pumpkin Hill Singers holiday concert will again be held in conjunction with the Christ-
mas-on-the-Green which will be held December 10th.  

This year’s concert features 
both favorite carols and unique 
compositions from other coun-
tries.  The singers who are known 
for their eclectic repertoire of 
music from around the world 
will be representing songs and 
carols from France, England, 
Israel, the Ukraine, Poland, Aus-
tralia, Jamaica, and the United 
States.  The title song of the con-
cert, “Winter’s Coming” is a new 
composition by Steve Parker and 
Susanne Terry and is a haunting 
melody which invokes the myste-
rious feel of a winter night.  

Appearing with the singers 
this year are instrumentalists Dave 
Hare and Bill Tobin. Bill Tobin, 
a well-known area harpist will be 
accompanying the singers on sev-

eral songs as well as presenting a 
solo piece.  Dave Hare, a longtime 
Pumpkin Hill accompanist, adds 
his unique percussion style to a 
number of lively songs includ-
ing the new number, “Jamaican 
Noel”.  “It is so great to have 
Dave play with us”, says soprano 
Lisa Hantman, “When he gets 
going on the drums, it makes us 
all want to dance.”

Another new feature with the 
singers this year will be the addition 
of classical guitarists, Toby Balivet 
and Tom Ziobrowski.  Both have 
played guitar for a number of years 
but have never accompanied the 
Singers in concert.  “I don’t know 
why we haven’t thought of this”, 
says soprano Julie Roslund.  “I 
couldn’t believe what a difference 

it made to have both of those gui-
tars play on this song.  It is really 
beautiful.”  

Pumpkin Hill Singers concerts 
are designed for all ages of listen-
ers and are usually around an hour 
long; a comfortable sitting time for 
children.  The singers want to be 
able to introduce a wide variety of 
music to both adults and young 
audiences.

In addition to the Danville 
concert, there will be a concert at 
North Congregational Church in 
St. Johnsbury on Thursday, Dec. 
9. The Danville concert is Decem-
ber 10th at the Danville Congrega-
tional Church. Both concerts are 
at 7:30 p.m.  There is no admission 
charge but donations are gratefully 
received.

‘Winter’s Coming’
Pumpkin Hill Singers Holiday Concert
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SUPPLIES

Peter Hopkins
13 Raymond Street
Lyndonville, VT
05851

Phone (802) 626-5555
Night (802) 626-8042

Letters from the Past
When writing was a necessity and an art 

By Lynn A. Bonfield

Washington D.C. December 24th 1851.

Dear Wife –
The city is in great confusing.  The Capitol has 

been on fire since seven o’clock this morning.  It is 
now half past one P.M. and the fire is not subdued.  
It broke out [illegible] while I was in the building 
some half or three quarters of an hour ago.  The 
Congressional Library has been entirely destroyed–
not one volume it is said has been saved.  The roof 
over the Library has fallen in.  The whole building, 
I fear, will be in ruins before tomorrow morning.  
It is possible the flames may be arrested before 
reaching the Senate Chamber or the hall of the 
House of Representatives, but in my poor opinion 
it is not very probable.  The fire is spreading 
over the building in the sealings [ceilings] of the 
[illegible] rooms, and it is impossible to tell where it 
is until it breaks out into the room.  The destruction 
of the library is a very great loss.  It never can be 
supplied [duplicated].  Many of the books lost can 
not be found within this country or in Europe.  

I am better than I was when I last wrote you, 
but not now very well.  Mrs Peck is, I think,  some 
better than she was when she arrived here, but she 
is very feeble now.  Ann seems to enjoy herself very 
well.  Give my love to all our family connexions 
and friends.

Your affectionate husband
Wm Upham

 
[To] Mrs. Wm. Upham

$150         $300

$225         $375
$375         $525
$525         $675

* 2 adults and 2 children  
  other restrictions apply.
  inquire about membership for couples
  or seniors. Call for details.

Experience the Northeast Kingdom’s 
finest health & fitness center. Enjoy 
state-of-the-art equipment, indoor 
heated pool, hot tub, sauna and spa-
cious locker rooms. Open 5 a.m. - 11 
p.m., 365 days a year!

Ask about 

our neW 

punch cards 

and day 

passes!

DADS 4 BY
TOOL & SUPPLY

22 Memorial Drive, St. Johnsbury • 802-748-4208
10 Railroad Street, Wells River, VT • 802-757-2000

Jackets

Interstate
Batteries
Alkaline & Auto

We Have a Little
Something For Everyone

Ratchet
Straps

Gift Cards

Tools

William Upham relocated 
to the nation’s capital 
during his term first 

as Representative from Vermont 
1827-28, and then as Senator, 1843 
until his death in 1853.  His wife, 
Sarah Keyes Upham, maintained 
the family home in Montpelier, 
necessitating communication by 
letter when they were apart.  On 
December 24, 1851, Senator 
Upham wrote to her describing a 
fire at the Capitol, which he claimed 
destroyed the complete Congressio-
nal Library.  In fact, only two-thirds 
of the books, about 35,000, went up 
in flames, including, unfortunately, a 
great number of volumes donated 
by Thomas Jefferson.  In addition, 
the fire destroyed an original por-
trait of Christopher Columbus, por-
traits by Gilbert Stuart of the first 
five U.S. presidents, and statues of 
George Washington, Thomas Jef-
ferson, and the Marquis de Lafay-
ette.

It is an interesting side note and 
completely possible that Barnet 
native, Henry Stevens, well known 
American book antiquarian and 

purchasing agent for the Library of 
Congress, helped replenish the col-
lection.  Stevens, a long time Lon-
don resident, identified himself in 
many of his publications as Henry 
Stevens, G.M.B. meaning Green 
Mountain Boy.  His gravestone in 
London bears the inscription (as 
published in F. P. Wells, History of 
Barnet, Vermont, 1923):

An Affectionate Remembrance of
HENRY STEVENS,

Lover of Books,
Born at Barnet, Vermont, 24 August, 

1819,
The Volume of Whose Earthly Labor 

Was Closed
In London, 28 February, 1886, in the 

Sixty-seventh Year of His Age,
“And another book was opened 

which is the Book of Life.”

In closing his 1851 letter to 
Sarah, Senator Upham reported on 
his health “not now very well” but 
also on the condition of the wife of 
Vermont Representative, Lucius 
Benedict Peck, “very feeble.”  The 
only good news was that an uniden-

tified woman, Ann, was enjoying 
Washington.

The original of this letter is pre-
served in the Manuscript Division, 
Library of Congress, Washington 
DC.  Letters in this series are tran-
scribed as written with no changes 
to spelling, punctuation, or capital-
ization.  Words added by the editor 
are in brackets. 

Portrait of Barnet native 
Henry Stevens from Wyman 
W. Parker, Henry Stevens 
of Vermont: American Rare 
Book Dealer in London, 
1845-1866 courtesy of the 
Vermont Historical Society.

Thank You
I would like to thank the voters of Cabot,
Danville, and Peacham for re-electing me
to the Vermont House of Representatives.
There are a number of serious challenges
ahead, and I look forward to being your
voice in Montpelier. Please feel free to
contact me with questions and concerns.

Kitty Beattie Toll
STATE REPRESENTATIVE
P.O. Box 192, Danville, VT 05828

Committed to Our Communities
CABOT ★ DANVILLE ★ PEACHAM

D-Caledonia-Washington-1

Email: kittytoll@live.com 802-684-3671
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WHEELER
Building Materials

29 Church Street
Lyndonville, VT 05851
(802) 626-5102
or 626-5040

Silkscreening and Embroidery
246 Church Street

Lyndonville, VT 05851
(802) 626-8235 Fax: (802) 626-6180

wheel56@together.net

Wheeler Sports
Team Sports Products

Images Of Vermont

Lyndon Institute Athletic Events
Winter 2010-2011

Athletic Director: Paul E. Wheeler (802) 626-9164

ICE HOCKEY
FROSH BASKETBALL Boys

GIRLS BASKETBALL (JV/V)BOYS BASKETBALL (JV/V)
Dec. 11 @ Springfi eld Tourney vs. 

Bellows Falls
6:00pm

Dec. 14 @ Springfi eld Tourney vs. 
Springfi eld

7:45pm

Dec. 16 @ St. Johnsbury 5:30/7:00pm

Dec. 18 HAZEN (H) 1:00/2:30pm

Dec. 21 LAKE REGION 5:30/7:00pm

Jan. 3 @ U-32 5:30/7:00pm

Jan. 7 @ Montpelier 6:00/7:30pm

Jan. 15 @ Hazen 1:00/2:30pm

Jan. 19 RANDOLPH 5:30/7:00pm

Jan. 21 MONTPELIER 5:30/7:00pm

Jan. 26 LAMOILLE 5:30/7:00pm

Jan. 28 @ Th etford 6:00/7:30pm

Feb. 4 HARWOOD 5:30/7:00pm

Feb. 9 @ Oxbow 6:00/7:30pm

Feb. 16 @ Lamoille 6:00/7:30pm

Feb. 18 @ Randolph 6:00/7:30pm

Feb. 23 THETFORD 5:30/7:00pm

Feb. 25 U-32 (H) 5:30/7:00pm

Mar. 2 @ Harwood 5:30/7:00pm

Mar. 4 OXBOW 5:30/7:00pm

Dec. 13 LAMOILLE 5:30/7:00pm

Dec. 17 @Peoples Academy 
(Boys Only)

6:00pm

Dec. 20 NORTH COUNTRY 5:30/7:00pm

Dec. 22 HAZEN 5:30/7:00pm

Dec. 27 ST. JOHNSBURY 5:30/7:00pm

Jan. 3 @North Country 5:30/7:00pm

Jan. 8 RICHFORD 11:00/12:30

Jan. 10 SPAULDING 5:30/7:00pm

Jan. 12 @St. Johnsbury 5:00/6:30pm

Jan. 14 @Enosburg 5:30/7:00pm

Jan. 17 @Lamoille 5:30/7:00pm

Jan. 20 @Hazen 5:30/7:00pm

Jan. 22 MISSISQUOI (Girls 
Only)

11:00am

Jan. 29 @S. Royalton 1:00/2:30pm

Jan. 31 @Spaulding 5:30/7:00pm

Feb. 2 S. ROYALTON 5:30/7:00pm

Feb. 5 @Missisquoi (Girls Only) 11:00am

Feb. 7 PEOPLES ACADEMY 
(Boys Only)

5:30pm

Feb. 12 ENOSBURG 12:00/1:30pm

Dec. 15 HAZEN 5:30/7:00pm

Dec. 17 PEOPLES ACADEMY 5:30/7:00pm

Dec. 23 @  Hazen 6:00/7:30pm

Dec. 28 LI Tourney vs. 
Springfi eld

7:15pm

Dec. 29 LI Tourney

Jan. 4 @  Lake Region 6:00/7:30pm

Jan. 6 LAMOILLE 5:30/7:00pm

Jan. 10 @  Randolph 5:30/7:00pm

Jan. 14 @  Oxbow 6:00/7:30pm

Jan. 18 THETFORD 5:30/7:00pm

Jan. 20 HARWOOD 5:30/7:00pm

Jan. 25 @  Montpelier 6:00/7:30pm

Feb. 1 U-32 5:30/7:00pm

Feb. 3 RANDOLPH 5:30/7:00pm

Feb. 8 OXBOW 5:30/7:00pm

Feb. 10 @  Th etford 5:30/7:00pm

Feb. 15 @  Lamoille 6:00/7:30pm

Feb. 18 MONTPELIER 5:30/7:00pm

Feb. 22 @  Harwood 5:30/7:00pm

Feb. 24 @  U-32 5:30/7:00pm

Dec. 18 @ Peoples Academy 4:45pm

Dec. 20 WOODSTOCK 6:00pm

Dec. 22 @ Northfi eld Tourney 
vs. Northfi eld

8:00pm

Dec. 23 @ Northfi eld Tourney TBA

Jan. 5 MILTON 6:00pm

Jan. 8 HARTFORD 2:30pm

Jan. 12 @ St. Johnsbury Academy 6:00pm

Jan. 15 NORTHFIELD 3:30pm

Jan. 19 @ North Country 7:00pm

Jan. 22 @ Brattleboro 4:45pm

Jan. 26 @ U-32 7:00pm

Feb. 2 PEOPLES ACADEMY 6:00pm

Feb. 4 @ Middlebury 4:45pm

Feb. 5 @ Mt. Mansfi eld 7:30pm

Feb. 9 @ Milton 4:15pm

Feb. 12 STOWE 2:30pm

Feb. 16 MT. MANSFIELD 6:00pm

Feb. 19 @ Burr and Burton 5:45pm

Feb. 23 ST. JOHNSBURY 
ACADEMY

6:00pm

Feb. 26 @ Woodstock 6:00pm

Only Independent
Pharmacy

in St. Johnsbury

“Dedicated to 
your good health”

415 Railroad St. w St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 w (802) 748-3122

Happy
    Holidays

from all of us at...

Furniture 
& Floor Covering

HoURS: M-F 9:30-5 /Sat 9:30 - 4
802 Railroad Street / St. Johnsbury, VT / 802-748-8725

All Furniture
ON
SALE

Please your loved ones with a gift from our 
fine selection of living room, bedroom & dining room sets
T GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE T

Happy Holidays from everyone at Mayo’s!

It’s time for tea
Friday, Dec. 3 will be opening day for the seventh season of the 

Friday Afternoon Tea Room. Every Friday from December 
through March, join us from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. to enjoy a hot 

cup of tea, coffee or cocoa with lots of sweet treats or fruit to choose 
from.  We will not be open on Christmas Eve, Friday, Dec. 24.  To 
celebrate the New Year, the Tea Room will remain open as usual on 
Dec. 31.

The Tea Room is by donation with 100 percent of the proceeds 
benefi ting the Ecumenical Open Door which helps local folks 
through a food shelf, thrift store and fuel assistance.

Reservations are not required, however the Tea Room has grown 
in popularity over the years and many weeks we are full to our capacity 
of 40 men, women and children.  If you plan to come as a group and 
wish to be seated together, give Sue or Dick Strifert a call at 748-4096.

Please plan to join us for pleasant conversation and fellowship at 
the North Danville Baptist Church in North Danville, Vermont.  The 
church is fully accessible.

parallel the Hudson, in the 
shadow of the Taconics, and 
crossed by dozens of little 
rivers with Dutch names, 
such as the Battenkill. My 
cousins lived near Chatham, 
which was still Currier and 
Ives country back in the late 
fifties and early sixties with 
pre-revolutionary houses 
and compact little farms 
and villages. It was Shaker 
country, too, in and around 
biblically named villages of 
Canaan and Lebanon, but 
even then it was becoming 
distressed, left behind while 
the rest of the state rushed 
ahead. I liked what some 
might call the backwardness, 
but not all the residents did. 
Even then, what they really 
wanted was good jobs.  My 
uncle worked in Albany. It 
was just a scant twenty miles 
away, but he would be the 
first to admit it could have 
well been a thousand.

In 1980 I got a job doing 
a story about a company 
based in Salem, New York, 
called  “Agricultural Assets 
Management .” They were 
buying herds of dairy cows 
for Wall Street investors 
and leasing them to farm-
ers. I spent more time than 
ever before on Route 22, 
mostly talking with farm-
ers, some of whom liked the 
deal and more who didn’t. 
I lent a hand with the hay, 
helped load a bull by waving 
my red reporter’s notebook,  
and shared dinners at the 
farmhouse table. Things had 
gotten perceptibly worse. 
Milk prices were actually 
holding for the moment, 
but inflation was taking a 
heavy toll, and those inves-
tors weren’t helping, nor 
was some hanky-panky with 
banks. I don’t think any of 
the managers in my story 
ever did hard time, but one 
of them turned state’s evi-
dence against Lyndonville’s 
Noel Lussier.  Wall Street 
ruled on Route 22.

Now another thirty years 
have passed and our son is 

at Bard College, another of 
my old haunts, and a reason 
to drive Route 22 again. I 
search in vain for the farms 
I used to know. They’re 
all gone; vacant, grown to 
weeds, and the only fresh 
paint to be seen is on the 
highway median. There is 
one stretch of highway about 
two miles long where every 
house is deserted. It looks as 
though a deadly plague has 
swept through the land. The 
only place I’ve seen worse 
rural devastation is the cot-
ton country of the deep 
south. These are beautiful 
old houses, too, the kind 
folks from out of state would 
pay big bucks for, but they 
aren’t coming here. I roll 
through the villages slowly, 
mindful of the local consta-
bles looking to pick up a few 
bucks. The Victorian facades 
are more haunting than ever 
because of their emptiness. 
Meanwhile, my radio squalls 
with the nastiest political 
advertisements I have ever 
heard. 

Rutland, Manchester, and 
Bennington, with their traf-

fic jams and a lot of other 
stuff residents may com-
plain about, are just a few 
miles away, and I’m always 
relieved when I cross back 
over on my way home. I 
know things are not always 
great on this side of the 
border, too, but at least we 
don’t live inside a political 
system that has sucked the 
countryside dry. Vermont 
has the lowest foreclosure 
rate in the nation, and one 
of the lowest unemployment 
rates. But New York politics 
have always been driven by 
the big city, big money inter-
ests. You could sure hear it 
during the recent campaign, 
and to see the results of this 
long tradition on the ground, 
so to speak, right across the 
border, is heartbreaking.

In Vermont, we still have 
a heart, even if its beat seems 
to falter now and then. 
Hopefully, we still have a 
mind, too, and can find an 
ear in Montpelier and Wash-
ington. But it takes vigilance. 
In the end, it is always the 
voters who pay the price 
when politics go bad. 

*

Shop for auto rates at your convenience!  
Visit kinneypike.com for a FREE Instant Auto Rate Comparison.

Call Kinney Pike Insurance 
 at 802.748.1010  

for a free coverage 
analysis for your home.

Protecting families and businesses 
in the Northeast for over 100 years 

Kinney Pike Insurance

>> Page 1
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370 RAILROAD ST., ST. JOHNSBURY, VT 802-748-2423

GREAT ATMOSPHERE
GREAT STUff

fRIENDLY SERVICE
• Ibex
• Isis
• Pendleton
• Pendleton
   Blankets
• Vera Bradley

• Jewelry
• French Wines
• Hickory Furniture
• Taxidermy
• Skulls
• Pelts

• Diamond & Gemstone Jewelry
    Fred Little, Jeweler
• Sterling Silver Jewelry
• Pottery & Art Glass
• Womens’ Clothing
    Eileen Fisher • April Cornell • Etc.
• Handbags & Accessories
    Baggallini • Echo • Babazuzu
• Free Gift Wrapping

APPALACHIAN SUPPLY
“Home of the Bad Guys”

Rt. 5 North, St. Johnsbury, Vt. • 802-748-4513
Rt. 302, Littleton, N.H. • 603-444-6336

Steve Parker‛s
Cut-Your-Own Fraser and Balsam

CHRISTMAS TREES
High Reach Farm

in North Danville
Saturdays and Sundays
Thanksgiving through

December 19
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

All our trees are
100% organically grown!

SPECTACULAR TREES
AT A BARGAIN PRICE!
$25 - tabletops $10-$15

Plus FREE Brush
Follow the signs

 from either North Danville
or South Wheelock

Building & Remodeling
Painting & Wallpapering

JamES F. EmmoNS
CONSTRUCTION

Call Jim (802) 684-3856
1154 Bruce Badger Memorial Hwy, Danville, VT 05828

802-626-5404 802-535-5401

106 Hill St., Lyndonville, VT • M-F 7:30-5, Sat. 7:30-3 • barrettauto@myfairpoint.net

by Robyn gReenStone

In the late-autumn days of 
December, it is a rare yel-
low jewel that clings to a 

branch, but the gardens and 
wild spaces of the Kingdom 
have recently teemed with 
treasure. Many of the 300 spe-
cies of medieval plants that are 
carefully cultivated within the 
warmer walled gardens of the 
Cloisters in Manhattan grow 
with abandon in Vermont’s 
rich soil. In the summer, doz-
ens of these plants are tended 
in local perennial beds; oth-
ers are yanked as weeds; many 
more sprout in profusion 
in fields and the untended 
lawn. During our unusually 
late Indian Summer, some of 
these surprising plants – once 
coveted in the kingdoms of 
Europe – continued to bloom 
in our own Northeast King-
dom.

Hardy aconite and mallow 
survived early frosts. Yarrow, 
tansy, and larkspur bloomed 
through November and dan-

delions appeared overnight. 
Explore Danville’s gardens 
even now – brush away the 
snow if you must – and you 
will fi nd pansies hugging the 
stone walls.

All of these plants were 
treasured in the Middle Ages. 
They were not just valued aes-
thetically – they were herbs. 
An herb, according to medi-
eval definition, is any use-
ful plant, and all plants were 
useful. Some were eaten, 
some fi xed loose teeth, some 
scented furniture wax, some 
bestowed common sense, 
while still others predicted the 
weather. Plants comprised the 
medieval medicine cabinet, the 
artist’s shop, and the cosmetic 
and perfume industry. Many 
plants were symbolic; almost 
all were medicinal. Medieval 
therapeutic properties can 
seem fanciful when judged 
against modern science, but 
some have withstood recent 
investigation and are readily 
available in today’s holistic 

health stores.  [Disclaimer: 
This article offers medieval 
remedies, but it is not meant 
to prescribe. Self-experimen-
tation is dangerous! The curi-
ous are entreated to invest 
in a handbook that clarifi es 
which plants are innocuous 
and which are caustic or car-
cinogenic.] 

A few exclusive medicinal 
plants, if collected accord-
ing to special ritual, could be 
elevated to magical status. 
One plant that a month ago 

retained its fl owers was a key 
ingredient in medieval fl ying 
ointment, certainly popular 
among witches on All Hal-
lows’ Eve.

Let’s start with perhaps 
the most benign and the most 
hardy of our blooming trea-
sures: the pansy. “Pansy” 
comes from the French word 
“pensée,” which literally 
means “thought.” Thoughts 
of the beloved are implied, 
and the pansy was a medieval 
symbol of love.  Violets, the 

pansy’s relative, also symbol-
ized love, and were consid-
ered a useful cure for anyone 
complaining of a general mal-
aise. The simple act of smell-
ing them was reputed to make 
one feel better.  

The red rose was a symbol 
of love as well, and this is the 
one fl ower that has retained 
its medieval symbolism to the 
modern day. But the rose in 
general boasts a plethora of 
associations and functions, 
and its meaning varied with 
color. Rose petals were placed 
in chests to freshen linens and 
clothing. Entire attar-of-roses 
industries grew up surround-
ing their scent. Rose hips were 
sweetened and used in jellies 
and wines. Hips, an excellent 
source of vitamin C, were used 
to ward off the common cold. 
They have astringent prop-
erties and were considered 
effective against dysentery and 

Medieval Treasures in the Kingdom

Aconite LeafMallow LeafYarrow
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St. Johnsbury Academy
Winter 2010-2011 Sports Schedule

Girls Basketball
Varsity and Junior Varsity
Varsity Game follows JV Game

Hockey

Wrestling 

Gymnastics

Boys Basketball
Varsity and Junior Varsity
Varsity Game follows JV Game

Girls & Boys Basketball
Freshmen

Nordic Skiing
 

Alpine Skiing

12/16 Lyndon (H) 5/6:30

12/20 Brattleboro (A) 5/6:30

12/23 North Country (A) 5/6:30

12/27 Essex (H) 5/6:30

1/6 Rice (H) 5/6:30

1/11 Brattleboro (H) 5/6:30

1/15 Rutland (A) 1/2:30

1/21 Colchester (A) 5/6:30

1/25 Champlain Valley (H) 5/6:30

1/28 Rice (A) 5/6:30

2/1 Essex (A) 5:30/7

2/4 Mt. Mansfield (A) 5/6:30

2/8 Spaulding (H) 5/6:30

2/11 South Burlington (H) 5/6:30

2/15 Burlington (A) 5/6:30

2/18 Spaulding (A) 5/6:30

2/22 Mt. Mansfield (H) 5/6:30

2/25 North Country (H) 5/6:30

3/1 Burlington (H) 5/6:30

3/4 South Burlington (A) 5/6:30

12/14 Brattleboro (H) 5/6:30

12/21 Spaulding Tournament    (A) 5:30

12/23 Spaulding Tournament    (A) TBA

12/28 Champlain Valley (H) 5/6:30

12/30 Brattleboro (A) 5/6:30

1/4 Spaulding (A) 5/6:30

1/6 Burlington (A) 5/6:30

1/14 Essex (A) 5:30/7

1/18 North Country (H) 5/6:30

1/21 Rutland (A) 5/6:30

1/24 BFA St. Albans (H) 5/6:30

1/27 Rice (A) 5/6:30

2/3 Spaulding (H) 5/6:30

2/7 North Country (A) 5/6:30

2/10 Burlington (H) 5/6:30

2/12 Rutland (H) 1/2:45

2/15 Essex (H) 5/6:30

2/17 Champlain Valley (A) 5/6:30

2/21 BFA St. Albans (A) 5/6:30

2/24 Rice (H) 5/6:45

12/15 MMU – Boys only (A) 6:00

12/18 North Country (H) 10/11:30

12/20 CVU (H) 5/6:30

12/23 Spaulding HS (H) 5/6:30

12/27 Lyndon (A) 5:30/7

1/5 MMU – Boys only H) 5:00

1/8 Rutland (A) 12/1:30

1/10 North Country (H) 5/6:30

1/12 Lyndon (H) 5/6:30

1/15 Essex (A) 1/2:30

1/19 BFA (A) 5/6:30

1/22 Rutland (H) 12/1:30

1/29 Spaulding HS (A) 12:30/2

2/3 CVU (A) 5/6:30

2/4 Essex (H) 5/6:30

2/7 BFA (H) 5/6:30

2/9 BFA Frosh Tourna-
ment

(A) TBA

2/12 BFA Frosh Tourna-
ment

(A) TBA

12/11 Lake Placid 
Scrimmage

(A) TBA

12/15 Woodstock (H) 6:00

12/18 Milton (H) 3:30

12/22 Northfield (A) 5:30

12/23 Northfield (A) 5:30/8:00

12/29 U-32 (H) 7:00

1/8 Mt. Mansfield (H) 5:00

1/12 Lyndon Institute (H) 6:00

1/15 Peoples (A) 5:00

1/19 Northfield (H) 6:00

1/22 U-32 
(CVT Civic Ctr)

(A) 6:00

1/26 Peoples’ Academy (A) 6:00

1/29 Brattleboro (A) 4:45

2/2 Middlebury (A) 4:45

2/5 Milton (Highgate) (A) 6:00

2/9 Stowe (H) 6:00

2/12 Burr & Burton (H) 5:00

2/16 Northfield (A) 8:30 pm

2/19 Woodstock 
(Union Arena)

(A) 8:10 am 

2/23 Lyndon Institute (A) 6:00

2/26 Hartford (H) 6:00

12/11 Early Bird Tournament (H) 10:00

12/18 N/S Duals @ SHS (A) 10:00

12/22 Spaulding (A) 6:00

 2/29 
& 30

Hubie Wagner Invite (A) TBA

1/4 Enosburg, Mt. Mansfield (H) 6:00

1/8 Newfound (A) TBA

1/15 Mt. Anthony Invite (A)    9:45/8:30

1/21 & 
11/22

Essex Classic (A) TBA

1/25 @ Vergennes w/Essex (A) 6:30

1/29 Colchester Invite (A) TBA

2/1 Milton, CVU (H) 6:00

2/3 @ Harwood w/Mid-
dlebury

(A) 6:00

2/5 Jason Lowell MMU (A) TBA

2/10 @ Randolph w/ Mt. Abe (A) 7:00

2/25 State Championships (A) 6:00

2/26 State Championships (A) 10:00

12/14 South Burlington (A) 6:00

12/22 Milton (A) 6:30

12/29 CVU (H) 6:00

1/5 Essex (A) 7:00

1/15 Harwood (H) 1:00

1/21 U-32 (A) 7:00

1/29 Randolph (H) 1:00

2/5 Middlebury (A) 12:00

2/12 U-32 (H) 1:00

12/11 CVU – TBD (A)

12/18 So. Burlington (A)

12/22 Harwood (A)

1/10 Stowe Mt. Resort Classic (A) 3:00

1/21 MMU (A)

2/11 LI Carnival (A) 1:00

2/28 Classical Champ. (A) 

3/3 Freestyle Champ. (A)

12/14 NCU @ Jay Peak GS (A)

12/22 LI @ Burke SL (A)

1/5 Essex/Lam @ Smugg GS (A)

1/8 NCU @ Jay Peak GS (A)

1/10 St. J @ Burke SL (H)

1/20 HU @ Mad River SL (A)

1/28 BFA @ Hardack SL (A)

2/4 & 5   Essex Invit GS/SL (A)

2/11 LI Invit. @ Burke GS (A)

2/14 St. J Host NVAC SL @ Burke (H)

2/15 S.B. Host NVAC GS @ Lincoln Peak (A) 

2/28 Girls State Meet LI @ Burke (A)

3/3 Boys State Meet TBA

Alpina XC Ski Touring 
Package with Rotte-

fella nnn Bindings and 
Poles

Jr. Pkg. $169.95
Adult $199.95

Friendly Professional Service
Ski Tune-ups starting at $30

Snowboard Tune-ups starting at $30
Binding Test & Adjustment $20

open 7 Days
All Major Credit 
Cards Accepted

Layaway Program 
Available 

Until Christmas

Rt. 114
East Burke, VT
802-626-3215

Gift Certificates
Great Christmas Gifts!

NEW
DEKINE

&
FOX

Clothing & Accesso-
ries
also

SMART WOOL, 
HOT CHILLY & BURTON
Kingdom Trail apparel available.

SALE
Trek Bikes 

15-20% OFF
Tubbs Snowshoes 

15% OFF
Scott Goggles 
40% OFF

OTHER GREAT GIFTS:
Hotronic Boot Heaters

Hydration Systems
Ski & Snowboard Bindings

Giro & Pryme Helmets

ALL LOCAL HANDCRAFTS
Fine quality gifts for the holidays!

Tues.-Sat. 9:30-6
Sunday 9:30-1

Closed on Mondays

Intersection of Rt. 2 & 15
West Danville, Vermont

www.joespondcrafts.com
(802) 684-2192

Open Through
DECEmBER

chest complaints. And a happy 
thought with the approach of 
flu season -- rose oil and oint-
ment would cure headaches 
and fevers.

Mallow, along with the hol-
lyhock, would also be valuable 
in the flu-and-cold months. 
These plants were mucilagi-
nous and used against coughs, 
phlegm, and congestion. Mal-
low, because of its glutinous 
secretions, would also be 
applied to burns, other skin 
irritations, and wounds. 

Yarrow, too, was popu-
lar in treating wounds and 
staunching cuts and nose-
bleeds. Its champion was 
Achilles, who was said to 
have learned of its band-aid 
functionality from the cen-
taur Chiron and who appar-
ently used it liberally to treat 
his compatriots on the battle-
field. Yarrow healed swell-
ings, toothaches, and aches of 
the innards. A specific recipe 
states that this plant must be 
dried and rubbed in dust. Five 
spoonfuls of the dusty powder 
mixed in three cups of good 
wine would cure any annoy-
ance one suffers within. Yar-
row had the happy advantage 
of helping any annoyance one 
suffered without as well: it 
was one of the 9 sacred worts 

of the Anglo-Saxons and was 
believed to ward off evil. As 
an herb of St. John, it was 
passed through the smoke of 
Midsummer Eve bonfires and 
used to bless one’s house and 
bier. 

Tansy dealt with more 
tangible evils: those related to 
uneven complexions. It was 
a medieval Retin A. Soak it 
in buttermilk for 9 days, the 
herbals tell us, wash a maid’s 
face with it, and she will 
become very fair. Tansy was a 
common herb, a bitter green 
that appealed to medieval pal-
ates. It was considered good 
for digestion and was often 
eaten in spring salad, along 
with dandelion leaves. Chefs 
used it to flavor omelets, and 
tansy pancakes can still be 
ordered today in some places 
in Britain. Tansy has an addi-
tional practical function: it 
is an ingredient in modern 
insecticides meant to deter 
ants.  

In medieval times, the 
juice of a different plant was 
used to kill fleas, lice, and 
parasites: larkspur. Larkspur 
is toxic, however, so herb-
als warned that it was not to 

be administered internally. 
Those with eye trouble will 
be interested to learn that, 
according to the 15th C. 
herbal Der Gart, blue larkspur 
would protect the health of 
the eyes for life if hung around 
the neck during a mass for St. 
Odilia, who was born blind 
and was granted her sight at 
baptism. For those worrying 
about missing her feast day 
(on the 13th of this month), 
the same boon will be granted 
after performing three chari-
table acts in Odilia’s name. 

 One more toxic plant is in 
the cheery buttercup family. 
Aconite, commonly known as 
monkshood, is the most poi-
sonous plant known to man-
kind. Its infamous reputation 
blossomed in the Middle Ages. 
Walafrid Strabo, a 9th cen-
tury monk and avid gardener, 
blithely informs us in his book 
Hortulus: “If your wicked 
stepmother poisons your food 
with aconite, horehound will 
counteract it.” (This antidote 
must be growing in the King-
dom, somewhere, surely?) 
Aconite is a core ingredient 
in the famous medieval “fly-
ing ointment,” which witches 

used to induce trance. This 
plant, along with other plants 
in the ointment, has halluci-
nogenic properties. When the 
ointment was rubbed on the 
skin, it was absorbed through 
the pores and travelled to the 

brain to wreak havoc on one’s 
neurons. Practitioners would 
think they were flying!

At a time when much of 
our region’s flora lies slum-
bering, the Kingdom is rich 
indeed.
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PLOW IT!
with...

SPREAD IT!

THE BOSS GIVES YOU:
High-Performance Power-V Cutting Edge.
Double the wear resistance of conventional cutting edges.
SmartHitch® 2. Still the industry’s simplest, fastest, easiest attachment system.
SmartShield®. Baked-on powder-coat paint finish with exclusive zinc primer provides
superior corrosion protection.
SmartLight™ 2. Dual burn (both high and low beam bulbs lit on high beam setting),
saddle bracket attachment system that provides vise like mounting that stay adjusted, and
intregrated turn signals. Projects light wider and farther than any other plow light system
on the market.
SmartTouch® 2 Controls. Responsive and easy to use with more mounting options than
any other.
High-Performance Hydraulics. No other hydraulic package is faster or more reliable.

Two-Year Factory-Backed Limited Warranty.

SOUTH MAIN AUTO SALES & SERVICE
Trusted Auto Repair for Over 18 Years. “Let us earn your trust.”

448 Main Street • St. Johnsbury, VT
802-748-3219 • 802-748-9694

Authorized Briggs & Stratton Small Engine Repair 
southmain1@charter.net   www.southmainsalesandservice.com 

with...

Air Flo Stainless Steel
Air Flo V Box Spreaders
6 1/2 ft with either 10.5 HP Briggs or Dual Electric Motors for your extended
cab short box HD Pick Up 

8 ft with either a 10.5 HP Briggs or Dual Electric Motors.for your long box ex-
tended cab HD Pick Either Fixed Long Chute or Swing away short chute

All include top screen, chute, in cab controller, tie downs and battery (only
for gasoline powered models)

Installation available. A few 8 ft or 9 ft Hold overs in stock for
extra special pre season savings...while supplies last.

Great TimeTo Buy!

Happy
Holidays!

Massage by Polly Joncas
Nationally Certified Massage Therapist

Specializing in Therapeutic/Relaxation massage and 
Deep-Tissue bodywork

Experience relaxation at its best! Call (802) 684-3949
Convenient location in the heart of Danville.

Polly Joncas CMT
89 Grand View Avenue

Danville, Vermont 05828

check up. If everything is fine, he 
will rejoin his Unit, which may be 
on its way home. There has been 
talk of bringing most of the Ver-
mont Guards back home by the 
end of 2010, so it is unlikely that 
Patrick would have to return to 
Afghanistan. 

After being in Afghanistan, it’s 
easy for this soldier to find things to 
be thankful for.

He quickly says, “My life, my 
family, my wife, and the great 
job she did while I was gone, the 
United States, Vermont, our cul-
ture, our green grass and soil as they 
didn’t have much green and it was 
mostly rock over there, our trees, 
our fresh water, and lots more.”

Military service was a calling for 
Patrick, who was born in St. Johns-
bury and graduated from St. John-

sbury Academy. After high school, 
he attended NASCAR Technical 
Institute in Mooresville, NC. He 
eventually planned on entering the 
automotive field. Upon returning 
to Vermont, he worked on the 
construction and remodeling of 
houses and also worked at some 
garages.

Patrick joined the National 
Guard in November 2007 and is 
a member of the Lyndonville Unit, 
C Troop 1st of the 172nd Cavalry. 

“Joining the Guards was some-
thing I always thought about and I 
was always going to do,” he says. 
His basic training was at Fort Ben-
ning, GA, from February to June 
2008. After basic training, he went 
into the infantry. 

“Infantry means that you are 
on the ground, on the front lines, 
and the work horses for everyone 
else.” 

While Patrick was in basic train-
ing, Corinna was home in Vermont 
with Connor. 

“It was hard,” she says. “I 
moved in with his Mom and Dad 
in Waterford, so I had help with 
Connor and everything else.” She 
was taking prerequisite studies to 
enter the nursing program at Lyn-
don State College and also work-
ing nights. In April, Patrick got 
a 36-hour pass and Corinna and 
Connor visited him in Georgia. 

After basic training, Patrick 
returned to Vermont. He worked 
maintaining apartment buildings in 
Vermont and New Hampshire. In 
April 2009, he started working for 
the National Guard full-time at the 
recruiting office in St. Johnsbury. 

Before Patrick joined the 
National Guard, he knew he would 
be going to Afghanistan. 

“I wanted to go into a unit that 

was deploying. It is part of being in 
the military. I did not have any wor-
ries about going into a war zone.” 

Corinna said she knew it would 
happen once her husband started 
talking about it.

“He talked about it for a few 
months before he actually joined, 
but once he sets his mind on some-
thing, he’s going to do it. I was 
scared and worried when he actu-
ally knew he was getting deployed, 
but there isn’t much you can do 
about it. You have to be support-
ive.”

“I joined the service because 
I wanted to,” adds Patrick. “My 
grandfather was once commander 
of the unit that I’m in. It used to be 
in St. Johnsbury where the armory 
is and then it moved to Lyndon-
ville. I felt that with all the stuff 
going on that the time was right. 
Connor was old enough so that 
he would still know me when I got 
back.”

In October and November 
2009, all of the 172nd (which is 
most of Vermont) traveled to both 
Fort Polk, La. and Camp Atterbury 
near Edinburgh, Indiana, for train-
ing. Camp Atterbury is currently 
used as a training facility for deploy-
ing troops to Afghanistan.

Deployment for the Lyndon-
ville Unit officially started Dec. 10, 

2009, and the Afghanistan assign-
ment was for 12 months. Patrick 
was in Indiana in December and 
did not expect to come home 
for Christmas. He remembers 
the kindness of people and says, 
“Originally, we weren’t supposed 
to come home for Christmas, and 
then there were people who raised 
money for buses. We were allowed 
to leave for a few days because 
everyone was doing well with the 
training.” He was able to spend 
Christmas with his family. 

In March 2010, the 172nd left 
from Camp Atterbury for Afghan-
istan. Patrick had never traveled 
outside of the United States, except 
for Canada. They had a stopover in 
Ireland, long enough to fuel up and 
walk around and stretch. It was a 
16-plus hour flight. They flew on 
a commercial airline and prior to 
entering Afghanistan, they boarded 
military planes.

Patrick was stationed at 
Bagram. 

“I belong to the Lyndon-
ville Unit which is C Troop,” he 
says. “We have three platoons. It 
depends on the size of the unit as 
to how many platoons you have. 
I was in the 2nd platoon.  In the 
platoons, you have squads. We 
had two squads in my platoon 
and most of the time I was in the 

>> Page 1

Memorial
GERALD “Hap” F. HUTCHINS

Sept. 2,1924 - Dec. 30, 2008
Its two years now that God took you home.
It doesn’t seem to get an easier.
We miss you as much now as then.
You were always there for us, with our love, guidance and encouragement.
There is a hole in our hearts that will never be filled.
We miss you so much, but we will all be together again someday.
Love and miss you so much.

Your loving family,
Betty, Barb, Gary, Brent and Cyndy

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The Danville Selectboard is looking for someone to 

serve on the Planning Commission, the Development 
Review Board, and as the Town Health Officer. The 
Planning Commission’s main focus is on keeping the 

Town Plan and the Zoning Bylaws current and updated. 
The Development Review Board reviews building and 
subdivision requests that do not conform to the zoning 

bylaws and decide if variances will be allowed for a 
particular project. The Town Health Officer is involved 

with health related issues in town. 

For further information contact Mert Leonard 
at the Town Office at 684-3426.
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For analysis, costs and benefits for your home, contact Jim Ashley:

Geothermal Heating
provides space heating by
taking thermal energy from
groundwater with a heat
pump.

Green Mountain Geothermal LLC
PO Box 222 W. Danville VT 05873

(802) 684-3491 www.vermontgeo.com

How much does it
cost to heat your

home?
Fuel Oil..........................$24.46
Kerosene.......................$27.91
Propane.........................$35.98
Natural Gas...................$19.75
Coal...............................$19.79
Electricity......................$41.35
GEOTHERMAL.............$10.34
Wood (green)................$14.39
Pellets........................... $19.59
* Comparisons per million BTUs by VT

DPS July, 2010

Danville School 

2010-2011 Schedule
Athletic Director: Tammy Rainville

US Route 2 u Danville, VT u (802) 684-2574
Mon.-Thurs. 5:30 a.m.-8:30 p.m. • Fri. & Sat. 7 a.m.-9 p.m. • Sun. 7 a.m.-8 p.m.

M
ar

ch

15 @ Blue Mountain Union 7 PM

17 Concord 7:30 PM

20 Cabot 7 PM

30 @ Richford 7 PM

5 @ Stowe 7 PM

7 Blue Mountain Union 7 PM

15 @ Northfield 2:30 PM

19 Peoples Academy 7 PM

21 @ Hazen Union 7:30 PM

25 Enosburg Falls 7 PM

27 Twinfield 7 PM

1 Northfield 7:30 PM

3 @ Winooski 6:30 PM

8 @ Peoples Academy 7 PM

10 Hazen Union School 7:30 PM

12 @ Enosburg Falls 2:30 PM

15 BFA Fairfax 7:30 PM

17 Stowe 7:30 PM

22 Richford 7 PM

24 @ Lake Region 7:30 PM

D
ec

em
be

r

Girls Varsity Basketball

Ja
nu

ar
y

Fe
br

ua
ry

GO INDIANS!

18 Blue Mountain Union 2:30 PM

21 Richford 7 PM

28 @ Cabot 7 PM

30 BFA Fairfax 7:30 PM

8 @ Enosburg Falls 2:30 PM

11 @ Blue Mountain Union 7 PM

14 Stowe 7:30 PM

18 Peoples Academy 7 PM

D
ec

em
be

r

21 @ Concord 5:30 PM

28 @ Northfield 7:30 PM

2 Hazen Union 7:30 PM

4 @ Peoples Academy 7 PM

9 Enosburg Falls 7 PM

11 @ BFA Fairfax 7:30 PM

16 Northfield 7:30 PM

18 Winooski 7 PM

23 @ Richford 7 PM

25 @ Lake Region 7:30 PM

2 Hazen Union 7:30 PM

4 @ Stowe 7 PM

Boys Varsity Basketball

Ja
nu

ar
y

Fe
br

ua
ry

It’s  beginning to 
look a lot like 

ChrIsTmas
at

all about Flowers
All you need to bedazzle 

your home for the holidays.
Plus

We offer locally grown poinsettias, 
fresh pine wreaths and ornaments

for trimming your tree.
Remember it’s not to early to order that

special holiday arrangement and come see
our new wine selection, featuring Vermont wines.

Mon.-Fri. 9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Sat. 9:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
196 Eastern Avenue, St. Johnsbury, VT

phone (802) 748-5656 or (800) 499-6565

World-wide Wire service

T

T

T

T

T

T

T
T

T

The
CREAMERY

Restaurant

Dinner
Tues.-Sat. 5:00-closing

Pub
Opens at 3:00

(802) 684-3616
Closed Sundays & Mondays

LIVE MUSIC!
Matt Tellier

Dec.3
Upstairs Dining Room

first squad. In the squads you have 
teams. There are five or six guys on 
a team.” 

At Bagram, they lived in huge 
tents similar to circus tents. “When 
we first got there, our whole Lyn-
donville unit was in one tent. We 
were crammed. You had a bunk 
bed and a locker on each side of 
your bed. After a few months, 
some space freed up and we got 
two tents so half the unit went into 
the other tent. It was a lot better. 
Each of us had an entire bunk bed 
to himself. We went from that into 
a main area on the base, and we 
had huts with about 12 men in one 
hut. There were beds and lockers 
for your gear. Bathrooms were por-
table toilets.”

Patrick describes the climate 
as, “hot, dry, and windy. When it 
rained, it really rained. It reminded 
me of the raining war scene from 
“Forrest Gump” when it was rain-
ing in every direction – even up. It 
would get cold there, too, depend-
ing on the area we were in. This 
time of year it is really starting to 
cool off, and they will have winter 
just like us.”

When asked what a typical day 
at Bagram was like, Patrick says, 
“Every day was different. We were 
getting ready for the next week or 
two out at one of the small bases 
we set up. Some days we were on 
call to assist other platoons or units, 
or if an issue came up that they 
didn’t have anyone lined up for, 
we would go out. It could be at any 
time. Also on base we were getting 
supplies, maintaining weapons and 
vehicles, and doing laundry.” There 
were chow halls on base for break-
fast, lunch, and dinner. “A lot of 
times we were just in and out with 
no time to stop for chow in which 
case we would eat MREs (Meals 
Ready to Eat).”

When they first arrived in 
Afghanistan, they were at Bagram 
most of the time. But after a month 
or so, they were sent to patrol bases. 
“First, at our patrol bases we set up 
our security, got settled in, and set 
up a schedule to rotate our guard 
positions which could run any-
where from two to 12 hours long. 
Our leaders would set up a plan for 
which areas in the villages we were 
going to patrol on what day. Patrols 

would be done on foot or from our 
vehicles and would consist of look-
ing for things out of the norm and 
talking to locals and village elders. 
We worked with the Afghan Army 
and Afghan police. The days and 
nights were long, keeping our 
patrol base safe and completing 
our assigned mission and tasks. 
Food was what you brought, like 
MREs. You stayed in whatever 
they had for buildings. There were 
times when we slept in our trucks 
or tents.” 

While Patrick was in Afghani-
stan, Corinna had Emma. Patrick 
requested a leave during the time 
period closest to Corinna’s due 
date. He was able to come home 
for two weeks after Emma was 
born on June 15. Patrick had been 
home when Connor was born, but 
he and Corinna knew that Patrick 
would be away when Emma was 
born. “I was mentally prepared 
that she was going to do it by her-
self and my mom was there with 
her,” he says. 

“Five minutes after Emma was 
born, he called, and I said, ‘She’s 
already here,’” Corinna adds. “It 
was nice that I got to talk to him.” 

Technology has been an 
advantage for those stationed away 
from home. At Bagram, there were 
places set up with computers that 
ran off satellites and they could get 
e-mail. Patrick and Corinna could 
also talk by phone. “We didn’t 
always have it, but if it was an area 
where you could have phones and 
computers set up, then we could 
communicate,” says Patrick. 

 “Sometimes we would go a 

week where we could talk every 
day and then there would be two 
weeks and we couldn’t talk at all,” 
according to Corinna. 

For all military personnel, care 
packages from home are always 
eagerly anticipated. Packages reach 
Patrick in five to seven days. Pat-
rick said what he looked forward 
to the most was “anything that 
reminded me of home and my 
family, food (Vermont maple 
syrup), beef jerky, movies, and let-
ters.” 

“Corinna mailing me packages 
worked a lot better because you 
never knew when you were going 
to be near a place to get e-mail,” 
he says. “She was really busy with 
two kids, nursing school, a job, 
and she also took on the Family 
Readiness Group.” This is a group 
for the Lyndonville unit so that if 
someone needs help with a prob-
lem or wants someone to talk to, 
they have a person to call. Corinna 
ended up leading the group. As the 
deployment went on, it became a 
big responsibility. Patrick says, 
“Corinna did awesome. She had a 
lot on her plate.”

After active duty, Patrick 
would like to get back into build-
ing construction or maybe go 
into business for himself. “We’re 
in a tough area so you have to be 
careful,” he says. “I don’t want to 
take too much of a chance until 
Corinna finishes school and gets 
her LPN, which will be in June. 
Then she’ll apply for more school-
ing and eventually go for her mas-
ter’s degree.”  Patrick will continue 
with the Guards by meeting one 

Bottle Redemption - Daily Lunch Specials - Lottery Tickets

weekend a month and training two 
weeks a year.

During the holidays, we are 
especially reminded of those who 
are away from us. Although it 
is supposed to be a happy time 
of year, for many it brings back 
memories of those who are no 

longer here. For others, it means 
a separation of thousands of miles 
from those we love. It is easy to be 
touched by Patrick McElroy and 
his family, and to be thankful for 
them and the many others who 
have given or are giving so much 
for our country.



30  December 2010   The NorTh STar moNThly

December 2010 Menu

West Barnet  
Senior Meal Site

Meals served at West 
Barnet Church. All meals 
served with a beverage. 

Reservations not required. 
Suggested donation 
of $3.00 per meal is 

appreciated. 
Phone (802) 633-4068. 

Dec. 1 - Fish chowder, 
carrot sticks, egg salad 
rolls and rice pudding.
Dec. 3 - Buffet
Dec. 8 - Cheeseburger 
pie, green beans, carrot 
and raisin salad, dark 
bread and pineapple 
upside down cake.
Dec. 10 - Meatloaf, 
mashed potato, buttered 
carrots, rolls and peached 
and cream.
Dec. 15 - Macaroni and 
cheese, sausage, stewed 
tomatoes, dark bread and 
tropical fruit.
Dec. 17 - Christmas 
Dinner: Baked ham, 
sweet potatoes, cole 
slaw, squash, pumpkin 
rolls.
Dec. 22 - Liver, bacon, 
onions, mashed potato, 
peas and onions, muffins 
and chocolate pudding.
Dec. 24 - Baked beans, 
hot dogs, brown bread, 
cole slaw and fruited jello.
Dec. 29 - American 
chop suey, spinach, 
homemade raisin bread 
and brownies.
Dec. 31 - Roast beef, 
potatoes, broccoli, 
sweet breads, jello with 
mandarin oranges.

Barnet
Town Clerk: Benjamin Heisholt
Selectboard: Ted Faris, Gary Bunnell and 
Jeremy Roberts

November 22, 2010
Milarepa Center - Treasurer 
Benjamin Heisholt discussed 
Board decision of Oct. 25, 2010 
to deposit the tax overpayment of 
Milarepa Center into the Esden 
Fund. Heisholt suggested that 
commingling these funds with a 
trust fund containing both un-
restricted and restricted balances 
may present bookkeeping chal-
lenges. Heisholt suggested that 
the funds be placed in a reserve 
account. After brief discussion, a 
motion made by Faris to deposit 
this tax overpayment into the 
Municipal Buildings reserve ac-
count. Seconded by Bunnell and 
approved by voice vote.
Diesel Tanks - Arrangements 
for the set-up of diesel tanks at 
the new Town Garage. Road 
Foreeman Timothy Gibbs has 
initiated processes for moving to 
the new Town Garage both the 
1,000 gallon tank at the gravel pit 
and the 1,000 gallon tank at the 
old Town Garage. Gibbs pre-

sented a quote from Calco, Inc. 
for a concrete crypt in which to 
place the tank from the gravel pit. 
Once the Highway Department 
moves the tank from the gravel 
pit, a roof will be built for the 
concrete crypt by the Highway 
Department. The Highway De-
partment will also move the tank 
from the old Town Garage, and 
Calco, Inc. will move the concrete 
crypt currently housing this tank. 
After brief discussion, the Board 
instructed Gibbs to proceed with 
this plan.
Tax Sale – Theodore Soares 
appeared to present a grievance 
concerning the conduct of Col-
lector of Delinquent Tax Lisa 
Bowden. Mr. Soares’s property 
is currently scheduled for tax sale 
as result of delinquent property 
tax owed for tax years 2008, 2009 
and 2010. Mr. Soares complained 
that Bowden has been diffi cult 
to work with and she previously 
has not accepted his offers to ar-
range payment plans but required 
that he pay large sums of money 
within a short period of time to 
avoid a tax sale. On this occasion, 
Mr. Soares claims that Bowden 
advertised a tax sale without no-
tifying him prior to procedures 
being completed. Brief discussion 
followed. Faris explained that 
Bowden is an elected offi cial with 
autonomous powers. Roberts ex-
plained that the only infl uence the 

Board has in this matter is with 
respect to payment of legal fees 
accrued by tax sale proceedings. 
Roberts instructed Town Clerk 
Benjamin Heisholt to request 
Bowden’s appearance at the next 
Board meeting, on Dec. 13, 2010.

Lyndon 
Town Clerk - Lisa Barrett
Administrative Assistant: Dan Hill
Selectmen: Martha Feltus, Kevin Calkins 
and Kermit Fisher

November 8, 2010 
Planter - Motion made by Ker-
mit Fisher, seconded by Martha 
Feltus, to allow the Anti-Mar-
ijuana Coalition to paint the 
planter at LI a multi-colored 
pattern as part of their anti-drug 
program. The group also painted 
the planter in the spring and will 
repaint it white upon completion 
of the program. Dan will discuss 
the ability to repaint the planter in 
the middle of December. Motion 
carried 3-0.
Highway Garage - Russell 
Blake reviewed the idea discussed 
at the fl ood mitigation meeting to 
use FEMA monies to relocate the 
Town’s highway garage to a site 
out of the fl oodplain. Mr. Blake 
offered to serve on a committee 
to search for a new location for 
the highway garage. The Board 
will set up a study committee to 
research the issue.

Conference Room - A pro-
posal for engineering work has 
been received. The Board prefers 
to invite contractors to a walk-
through due to the small size of 
the proposed project. Dan will 
place a notice in the newspaper 
regarding the project.
Cemetery - The cemetery sexton 
feels that there would be about 
300 single person lots in the pro-
posed area of cemetery expan-
sion. The estimated cost to ready 
the section for use is $15,000.

Peacham 
Town Clerk: Bruce Lafferty
Selectmen: Richard Browne, Tim McKay 
and Andy Cochran.

November 3, 2010
Bonfire - Dave Stauffer re-
quested that the annual winter 
solstice bonfi re be held behind 
the Reis property on cemetery 
land. The proposed date is Dec. 
21, 2010 after dusk. The Board 
and Fire Chief approved the re-
quest.
Broadband Project - Frank 
Miller requested that the Board 
approve the application for the 
e-VT project which has been 
established to assist rural com-
munities optimize their use of 
broadband as a tool for economic 
development, education, social 
services, community connec-
tions and civic engagement. The 
e-VCBP is supported at the state 
level by a stimulus grant from the 
U.S. Department of Commerce. 
Assistance to towns is in the 
form of technical help rather than 
funding. Applications are due by 
Nov. 17, 2010 and there is no 
fee to the towns that are selected 
to participate. Additional infor-
mational literature is available at 
the Town Clerk’s offi ce. Browne 
moved to support this program 

and have a board member rep-
resent the Town government. 
Cochran seconded. Unanimously 
approved. Browne was selected 
to be the municipal representa-
tive.
Music Festival - Frank Miller 
discussed plans for a music festi-
val in Peacham on August 19, 20, 
21, 2011. He requested that the 
Board investigate the ordinances 
and compatibility of such an even 
in Peacham. Frank presented an 
overview of the event, venues, 
estimated size and event manage-
ment issues. No action taken.
Radios - Fire Chief, Jeff Berwick 
presented the VT Deptartment 
of Public Safety “Public Safety 
Interoperable Communications 
(PSIC) Grant Program.” The 
grant will involve purchasing 
radios with narrower frequency 
compatibility. The grant is spon-
sored by Homeland Security with 
a $600 Town fi nancial match. 
Browne moved to approve the 
application for the PSIC Grant. 
Cochran seconded. Unanimously 
approved.

St. Johnsbury
Town Manager: Ralph Nelson
Town Clerk: Sandy Grenier
Selectboard: Bryon Quatrini, Daniel 
Kimbell, Jim Rust, Rodney Lamotte and 
Bernard Timson.

November 8, 2010
Public Comment –Bruce Cor-
rette asked if the Board had de-
veloped any plans for the land 
in St. Johnsbury Center that was 
turned over to the Board from 
the School Board several years 
ago. He also was concerned with 
the use of 8 acres owned by the 
town next to the Passumpsic 
River. Mr. Nelson assured Mr. 
Corrette that the Board will be 
looking into both areas.

What’s Happening What’s Happening at Town Hall

VERMONT
LIQUOR 
OUTLET
in the heart of

DANVILLE
Great Selection of Scotch

684-9797
Monday - Saturday 10-6

Sunday 10-4

email: diamondh@charter.net

457 Railroad Street • St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 • (802) 748-3236

Toasty Warm Clothing
Socks l Hats l Toques l Long Johns

Mitts l Gloves l Fleece Wear
Winter Boots for the Whole Family
Camping & Backpacking Supplies

Caplan’s

T  Columbia
T  VT Made

Johnson 
    Woolens
T  Woolrich
T  Carhartt
T  Duofold
T  Wigwam
T  Merrill
T  Kamik
T  Lacrosse

oFFiCial Boy sCouT suPPliEr

. . . BEGINS AT CAPLAN’S!

Remember our
Gift Certificates
One Size Fits All
Mon-Thurs & Sat 8:30-5:30 pm
Fridays 8:30-8 pm
Sundays 10-4 pm

Tasty Treats Candies
“Keeping the North Country sweet for 44 years”

We would like to take this time to thank
our customers and to wish you and your families

a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
Serving you since 1961

NORTH DANVILLE MEMORY TREE
to be lighted in Memory of: 

Mary Prior 

Saturday, December 4, 2010, 7 p.m.
Dedication and Refreshments to follow.

NORTH DANVILLE MEMORY TREE
Return to: Mary McReynolds, 1034 McReynolds Road, Danville, VT 05828

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________________________________________________

Phone:  _________________________________________________________________________________

In Memory of:  ___________________________________________________________________________

Given by: _______________________________________________________________________________

Make checks payable to: North Danville Community Club



For information, contact: Lee Beattie (802) 748-8286 or Mary 748-5751
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December 2010 Menu

Danville Senior 
Action Center

Meals at Danville 
Methodist Church. All 
meals served with a 

beverage, homemade 
breads and desserts. 

Reservations are 
appreciated by calling 
(802) 684-3903 before 
9:30 a.m. on day of the 

meal. A donation of $4 for 
guests 60+ (others $5) is 

appreciated.

Dec. 2 - Lasagna, garlic 
bread, tossed salad, peas, 
carrots and pudding.
Dec. 6 - Apricot and 
shallot stuffed pork 
loin, rice pilaf, broccoli, 
homemade apple 
chutney and birthday 
cake.
Dec. 7 - Chicken picatta, 
brown rice, sauteed 
greens, rolls, OJ and 
green beans.
Dec. 9 - Clam chowder 
with oyster crackers, chef 
salad with homemade 
croutons and pumpkin 
bars.
Dec. 13 - Liver, bacon, 
onions, peppers, 
hamburgers, mashed 
potato, mixed veggies, 
rolls and oatmeal cookies.
Dec. 14 - Grilled 
marinated chicken breast, 
pasta with pesto sauce, 
broccoli, carrots and rolls.
Dec. 16 - Tomato bisque 
with saltines, hot dog on 
a bun, spinach salad with 
mandarin oranges and 
fruit cobbler.
Dec. 20 - Sweet and sour 
meatballs, brown rice, 
broccoli, carrots and 
zuchini bread.
Dec. 21 - Chicken 
parmesan, pasta with 
homemade marinara, 
garlic bread, green beans 
and canteloupe.
Dec. 23 - Shephard’s 
pie, broccoli salad, rolls, 
buttered squash and jello.
Dec. 27 - Chicken and 
biscuits with peas and 
carrots, steamed broccoli 
and fruit cups.
Dec. 28 - Meatloaf topped 
with peppers, onions and 
tomatoes, rice, peas and 
carrots, rolls and juice.
Dec. 30 - Pulled pork on 
a bun, cole slaw, pasta 
salad and strawberry 
shortcake.

State Office Holders – Chair-
man Rust introduced the four 
senators and state representatives 
for the Town of St. Johnsbury, 
and distributed a list of concerns 
that the Selectboard had desig-
nated of particular interest to the 
Town in the next legislative ses-
sion. The following matters were 
on the list:
1. Business Development (state 
regulations and timeline discour-
ages business in VT)
2. Downtown Development – 
appreciate support on the Rail-
road street project going out to 
bid.
3. Highway Funds – Try to make 
sure the highway funds are not 
delayed this year.
4. Transportation Path Funding 
– Is the funding dependent upon 
the rail trail being completed?
5. Infrastructure Projects – In-
creased funding required for 
Portland Street Bridge due to 
older study used. Any possibility 
of getting local match reduced?
6. Regional Recreation Facility – 
Looking for any available fund-
ing to assist with development of 
local facility. Need to get agree-
ments from surrounding towns 
that will buy into the facility.
7. Electrical Rates – Great con-
cern over increased rates, possi-
bly caused by Vermont Yankee 
closing – would cause hardship 
to local industry and agriculture.
8. Jail/Work Camp – Concern 
over the future of the work camp, 
and what it would mean for local 
jobs and economy if it closed.
9. Taxes/Reappraisals – Ask the 

State to stop raising the school 
taxes – making it difficult for 
people to keep up on taxes they 
have no control over.
10. Park and Ride – Upgrades 
to the US Route 2 park and ride 
have been pushed out to 2013. 
There is heavy usage now, and 
could be better with bus stop 
there.
11. Schools – Concern over in-
creased tax burden, taxes and 
staff increasing while student 
population is going down.
12. Better Communication – 
Need to keep the avenues of 
communication open, more 
often than twice a year – to keep 
legislators informed of concerns 
to the Town, and keep the Town 
informed of what is coming up in 
the legislature.
Gary Reis pointed out that the 
$112,000,000 deficit will dictate 
some priorities for the legisla-
ture, and will require more cuts 
to spending. Joe Benning agreed, 
saying the deficit is likely to climb, 
depending upon the result of 
Vermont Yankee, and if a single 
payer health policy is adopted. 
Bob South vowed that the North-
east representatives will work to-
gether to try to accomplish more 
for this area of the state, in light 
of the disparity of population 
between the Northeast and Chit-
tenden County. Ralph Nelson 
said it was most important for 
the lines of communication to 
be kept open and information 
flowing back to the Towns. Jane 
Kitchell pointed out that Act 250 
has been around a long time and 

has changed considerably, add-
ing new requirements every year 
along with local restrictions. Joe 
Benning asked for more local 
input on specific areas as they 
come up in the legislature. It was 
agreed that everyone’s budget will 
be affected by increased taxes so 
the legislature needs to try to keep 
them to a minimum. 
Special Appropriations – 
There was some discussion over 
whether or not the organizations 
requesting special funds will 
have to petition for inclusion on 
the March, 2011 ballot. General 
agreement that any organization 
wanting an increase in appropria-
tion would need to petition, and 
the Board would like to person-
ally hear from all organizations, 
with updates of their required 
funding. Ralph Nelson will con-
tact the organizations and ask 
someone to present to the Board 
at the next few meetings.
Manager’s Report – The Man-
ager reported that bids from the 
repair/removal of the Murphy 
Electric roof, in conjunction with 
the Portland Street Bridge proj-
ect, came in from three sources. 
The winning bid was from Win-
terset at $5,600. Other bidders 
were D & G at $18,500 and Rodd 
Roofing at $12,500. Mr. Nelson 
reported that the labor union 
negotiations are going forward. 
Also the transfer of retirement 
funds from the Town Retirement 

Fund into the VEMRS fund will 
take time, but he is moving for-
ward with the process. Jim Rust 
reported that the Board may con-
sider dropping personal property 
tax, since it could help to encour-
age business to the area, and 
other towns in the Northeast, 
including Newport have dis-
continued the personal property 
tax. The Town of Lyndon is also 
considering the discontinuance 
of personal property tax. Mr. 
Nelson reported that it generates 
approximately $155,000 per year. 

Walden
Town Clerk: Lina Smith
Board of Selectmen: Perley Greaves, Dave 
Brown and Peter Clark.

November 16, 2010
Bridge - Carolyn Carlson from 
VTRANS explained the plans 
to replace bridge #83 on Route 
15, near the town garage. She ex-
plained the plans were to widen 
it from 22 feet to 30 feet, resur-
face it and possibly replace the 
abutments. She explained the 
different options available to do 
this. They could build a tempo-
rary bridge, do it in phases or 
close the road and reroute the 
truck traffic using Route 215 
and Route 2. Local traffic could 
use local roads for detour. She 
explained that they would rather 
not have to purchase right of 
ways so the third option of clos-

ing the road is the preference at 
this time. The work is currently 
planned for the summer of 2013. 
Gloria Rowell expressed her 
concern on the cost to truckers 
for the long rerouting and the 
cost to local businesses if the 
road is closed. She also felt they 
were not addressing the danger-
ous curve. After further discus-
sion, Carolyn Carlson stated she 
would go back and see if or what 
could be done to address these 
concerns.

David matte
FIC
P.O. Box 88
Danville, VT 05828
802.684.3371

Deb Wallens-matte
FIC, LUTCF
P.O. Box 88
Danville, VT 05828
802.684.3371

IN ST JOhNSbuRy:

• Peace & Turmoil in the
Modern World

• Multimedia Applications
& Tools

• Effective Speaking

IN NEWPORT:

• World Literature

• Intro to Environmental
Science

• Comparative Religion

and much more. 

St. Johnsbury • 802-748-6673

Newport • 802-334-3387 

www.ccv.edu/spring CCV

GREaT claSSES
...STaRTING SOON!

ADS/Spring 11
St J_North Start_3.9x6

REGISTER NOW  fOR SPRING claSSES

In beautiful downtown East Burke where 
it’s always sunny and 70°.

Mon.-Thu. 8-6 • Fri. 8-7 • Sat. 9-5 • Sun. 9-1 or by appointment

www.chucksflooring.com

Chuck’s Flooring and Tile
For Emergencies you dial 911

For All Your Flooring & Tile Needs Dial:
802-626-9011

Easy to Remember... 911 with a 0!

For all your flooring needs!

Quilting & Sewing Needs
Classes - call for information

At the Blinking Light in Danville
OPeN  TUeS-SAT 10-5

(802) 684-9790
www.sewinlovefabrics.com

You still have time 

to make those 

Christmas 
Gifts!

Happy Holidays to everyone!

Just Arrived!embroidery Products



BUSINESS DIRECTORY
 Business Identification at a Reasonable Price. $85/year. Includes Free Subscription.

Accounting & tAx PrePArAtion

Kenneth M. Biathrow, CPA 
Tax preparation services -Personal, business, 
estate. Accounting services, financial statements 
review and compilation. P.O. Box 528, 364 Railroad 
St.,  St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-2200.

McCormick & Company P.C.
Dwight E. Lakey, CPA; Robin C. Gauthier, CPA. 1360 
Main Street, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819-2285. (802) 
748-4914. (800) 516-CPAS. 

A.M. Peisch & Company LLP
A mid-size accounting firm with five office locations 
throughout VT. Specializing in individual and 
business tax preparation and planning, business 
consulting, and financial, retirement, and estate 
planning. Also maintaining separate financial 
statement audit, review and compilation services. 
Also providing recordkeeping and payroll services. 
Contact Richard Lyon, CPA, rlyon@ampeisch.com 
and Anne Smith, CPA, asmith@ampeisch.com, 
(802) 748-5654. 1020 Memorial Dr, St Johnsbury, VT 
05819. Offices in St. Johnsbury, Colchester, Rutland, 
St. Albans, and White River Jct.

H&R Block
Tax, bookkeeping and payroll services. D. Neil 
Stafford, master tax advisor. 443 Railroad Street, 
Suite 1, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-5319. 
76 Main Street, PO Box 65, Littleton, NH 03561. 
Lyndonville Branch (Jan.-Apr.) 101 Depot Street, 
Lyndonville VT 05851. (802) 626-0884.

Lisa Burrington, EA, LLC
“Enrolled to practice before the IRS.” Tax and 
accounting services for individuals and small 
businesses. Address: 106 Hill Street Lyndonville, VT 
05851 Phone: (802) 626-9140 Fax: (802) 626-9141 
Email: lisaburrington@myfairpoint.net.

Magnus & Associates
Tax planning and preparation, 459 Portland St., St. 
Johnsbury, Vt.. Contact Ed Magnus at (802) 748-
5555 or sungam@myfairpoint.net.

Antiques

Antiques & Emporium
Antiques, quality used furniture, glassware, clocks, 
handwoven wool rugs, large selection of fine and 
costume jewelery. Always buying gold, silver, 
and coins. Open Daily: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Closed 
Tuesdays. 182 South Wheelock Road, Lyndonville, 
VT 05851. (802) 626-3500. 

Saranac Street Antiques
We have filled Littleton’s historic Masonic Temple 
with the North Country’s largest selection of fine 
antique furniture. We also feature jewelry linens, 
White Mountain art, china and pottery from some 
of the area’s best known dealers. Open Wed.-Sun. 
at 10 a.m., Mon.-Tues. by chance. 141 Main Street, 
Littleton, NH 03561. (603) 444-4888.

APPliAnce rePAir

Lewis Appliance
Factory Authorized Service and Repair for Maytag, 
JennAir, Asko,  Bosch and Frigidaire. Wayne Lewis, 
Waterford, VT. (802) 748-6561.

Architects

Directions Home
Mark Bromley, Architect. Professional residential 
architectural services at a fair price. Helping friends 
design responsible, energy efficient houses that feel 
like home. New Homes, Restorations, Remodels & 
Additions. (802) 461-5471, DirectionsHome@gmail.
com, www.DirectionsHomeVT.com.

Attorneys

Law Office of Charles D. Hickey, PLC
General Practice of Law. 69 Winter St., PO Box 127, 
St. Johnsbury, VT  05819-0127. (802) 748-3919.

Law Offices of Jay C. Abramson
Estate Planning, Long-Term Care Planning, Wills, 
Trusts, Real Estate. Certified Elder Law Attorney. 
1107 Main Street, Suite 101, St. Johnsbury, VT 
05819. (802) 748-6200.

Clarke D. Atwell, Esq., Gensburg & Atwell
Small business, Zoning, Cottage Law, Real Estate, 
Rights of Way, Estate Planning and Trusts, Probate 
Estate Administration, Guardianships, etc. 364 
Railroad St., St. Johnsbury, VT. (802) 748-5338 or 
clarke@neklaw.net.

Stebbins Bradly, PA
Estate planning, trust & estate administration, 
wills, powers of attorney, advance directives, 
property preservation and management, 
minimize gift and estate taxation, IRA and 
pension beneficiary elections, planning for U.S. 
citizens and non-U.S. citizens, charitable giving 
strategies, business organization and succession 
planning. St. Johnsbury, VT, 802.748.6367                        
www.stebbinsbradley.com

Auctioneers

Jenkins Auction Service
We handle antiques, bankruptcies, benefits, 
estates and equipment. Auctioneers are Blake 
Jenkins Jr. and Kirby Parker. Visit us at www.
jenkinsauctionservice.com, E-mail us at sold@
jenkinsauctionservice.com or call (802) 748-9296.

Autobody rePAir

Five Star Autobody
Certified collision repair center. Complete autobody 
repairs from glass to frame. George & Suzanne 
Mudge. Located off I-91, Exit 22, 604 Lapierre Drive, 
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-5321.

JJ’s Autobody
John Jefferson, Barnet, Vt. Expert collision and 
rust repair, discounts on all deductibles, complete 
glasswork, AC service and repair ASE and PPG 
certified, (802) 633-3902.

Automobile rePAir

Cabot Garage Inc.
Family-owned and operated since 1955, we are a 
full-service auto repair facility located in Cabot, Vt, 
walking distance from the world Famous Cabot 
Creamery. For over 50 years we have provided honest 
and professional service and maintenance on all 
makes and models. M-F 8-4:30, Sat. by appointment, 
3102 Main St., Cabot, VT., (802) 563-2270, www.
cabotgarage.net.

Burke View Garage, Inc.
Larry Lefaivre, Owner. Domestic & Import Repair; 
Brakes, Exhaust, Tune-Ups. State Inspection Station.
We Do It All. Tire Sales also. M-F 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.. 
RT 114, Lyndonville, VT 05851. (802) 626-3282.

bAnks

Passumpsic Savings Bank
Your Partner in Financial Success. 53 Route 2 West, 
Danville, VT 05828. (802) 684-8100. Other offices 
located in: Vermont: St. Johnsbury, Lyndonville, Island 
Pond, Newport, New Hampshire: Littleton, Lancaster, 
Groveton and Whitefield. Member FDIC. www.
passumpsicbank.com

books

Lyders Fine Books
A selection of modern first editions in fine condition. 
rlyders@fairpoint.net (802) 592-3086. Josette & RIchard 
Lyders, PO Box 250, Peacham, VT 05862.

Secondhand Prose
Purveyor of quality used books. Operated by Friends of 
the St. Johnsbury Athenaeum. Open: Tues., Thurs. and 
Sat. 11-3, Wed. 1-5 and Fri. 11-5, 1222 Main Street, St. 
Johnsbury, VT  05819.

cAbinetry

Calendar Brook Cabinetry
Since 1979 – Custom Kitchen Cabinetry, Bathroom 
Vanities, Entertainment Centers, Tables, Doors, 
Architectural Millwork and Mouldings, Hardwoods 
and Hardwood Plywoods, Hardwood Flooring, Stone 
and Solid Surface and Laminate Tops.  David Patoine, 
Master Craftsman. 4863 Memorial Drive, St. Johnsbury, 
VT 05819. (802) 748-5658.

Scott Davis Cabinetmaker
Custom Handcrafted Furniture & Cabinetry.  Millwork. 
Countertops available in Stone, Solid Suface, 
Butcher Block & Laminate.  Kitchen & Bath Design. 
Scott Davis, Owner, 1981 West Barnet Rd Barnet 
VT (802) 633-3637, sdaviscab@gmail.com, www.
ScottDavisCabinetmakers.com.

cleAning

Natural Cleaning Solutions
Creating a safe & healthy living environment. Business 
& residential cleaning services, including air ducts, 
dryer, vents, carpets, tile/grout, furniture, mattresses, 
and air & water purification. Call now for a free 
inspection of your air ducts. 728 Lower Waterford Rd, 
Waterford, VT 05819. (802) 748-5120, (603) 991-9962.

comPuters

Parallax Management Services, Inc.
MS Access & database design; Excel programming; 
MS Office training/ automation; Quantitative analysis 
graphic design for Illustrator graphic designers; 
Computer presentation and public speaking skills 
training.  Data conversions, implementations, statistical 
analysis, forecasting and other individual and business 
services.  Contact Dan Zucker, Danville, VT. www.
parallaxman.com  Email: zucker@parallaxman.com

wyBatap Personal Technology Assistant
On your schedule in your home/business. (Days - 
Evenings -Weekends) Desktop and Laptop Computers 
- Setup, Networking,Wireless, QuickBooks,”How To,” 
AntiVirus, Spyware, Data Recovery and more… Bob 
Roos, Barnet VT. (802) 633-4395.  PersTech@wybatap.
com

Northeast Computer Systems
Home & Business Computer Systems. Networking, 
Hardware, Service, Support and Software. 37 Depot 
Street, PO Box 1059, Lyndonville,  VT 05851. (802) 626-
1050. FAX (802) 626-5012. www.necomp.com

construction

A.C. Trades
Foundation and Sill Repair. Winter Selective Cut 
Logging (S.F.I. certified). Andy Cochran, PO Box 106, 
Peacham VT 05862. (802) 684-9890.

Black Dog Builders
We are quality builders.  We employ innovative 
techniques in new construction and renovations.  
We build near zero energy buildings, perform home 
energy audits, and WE BUILD GREEN. Call (802) 748-
9443 or visit blackdogbuildersvt.com.

Bob’s Construction
Foundations, Floors, Mobile Home slabs, Foundations 
under existing homes. 23 years experience. Price stays 
the same from beginning of the job to the end. ACI 
certified. Robert Barnes. (802) 626-8763. 

Calkins Rock Products, Inc.
Sale of Sand, Gravel and All Sizes of Ledge Products. 
Portable Crushing.  Route 5, PO Box 82, Lyndonville, VT 
05851. (802) 626-5636.

DAL Builders
David A. Lavely. Design-build and construction 
management experience for residential and 
commercial projects. 26 years of local experience 
in new construction and renovations. PO Box 362 
Danville Vt 05828. Phone/Fax (802) 684-2116 or E-mail: 
dlavely@myfairpoint.net.

Fenoff & Hale Construction
All your construction needs. Fully insured. Timber 
frames, new homes, drywall & free estimates, 
remodeling, additions, roofing, siding and decks. 
Small or large projects, including interior and exterior 
painting. Phone: (802) 684-9955 or Fax: (802) 684-3414.

Gil’s Construction
Foundations & Floors. New Rapid Forms. Free 
Estimates. Gilman LaCourse. (802) 748-9476.

James F. Emmons Construction
For all your building, remodeling, painting and 
wallpapering needs. 1154 Bruce Badger Memorial 
Highway, Danville VT. (802) 684-3856. 

Laferriere Construction, Inc.
New construction, remodeling, custom work, 
residential & commercial. Dennis Laferriere,  525 
Wightman Rd, Danville, VT 05828.  (802) 684-3606. 
FAX (802) 684-3628.

Michael K. Walsh & Son, Builders
Custom new construction: Houses, decks, 
remodeling, renovations, restorations, additions, 
finish work, wallpapering.  High quality workmanship 
for over 30 years. Solid reputation. 349 Calkins Camp 
Rd., Danville, VT 05828. (802) 684-3977.

Northeast Foam
Spray-injected foam insulation. Air/vapor barrier 
installations. Quality assurance testing. Infrared 
testing. Coatings. Frank Hovey, Lead Technician. 
Call (802) 535-7241 or E-mail fhovey@gmail.com.

Ross C. Page Foundations
Concrete foundations & slabs. Residential, 
Agricultural & Commercial. Ross C. Page, 368 
Thaddeus Stevens Road, Peacham, VT 05862. (802) 
592-3382. FAX (802) 592-3382.

Ruggles Roofing
Offering environmentally friendly steel roofing 
designed to resist the hardest climates with many 
attractive colors to choose from. Also 30-year and 
lifetime warranty shingles to withstand 110 mph 
winds. Fully insured. (802) 467-1189.

Rob Keach Builders
Custom commercial & residential construction. 
No job too big or too small. 2300 Daniels Farm Rd., 
Waterford, VT 05819. (802) 748-5341 or (802) 283-
3627.

Todd Vendituoli Construction
Energy efficient homes, Energy Star, renovations, 
additions, remodeling and painting. 26 years of 
experience. www.tvendiconstruction.com or contact 
me at (802)-467-3388 or (802) 535-9595. E-mail: 
toddvendituoli@gmail.com.

Vermont Home Specialties
Sales center of Real Log Homes, Timberpeg 
Post & Beam, Corbond spray foam insulation & 
standing seam roofing, Medallion and Plain & Fancy 
Cabinetry, Soapstone, Granite, Corian & Laminate 
countertops, Woodland furniture, Hand-forged iron 
furniture, rugs, lighting, wreaths and special gifts for 
your home. Stop by our model log homes at 1535 
Route 2, West Danville, VT, (802) 684-1024.

William Graves Builders 
Working throughout Caledonia County for 32 years, 
serving as a building and renovation contractor for 
residences, barns, businesses and public facilities. 
We also offer project management services. We 
appreciate your calls and interest. PO Box 128, 329 
Cloud Brook Road, Barnet, VT 05821. (802) 633-2579 
. gravesbuild@myfairpoint.net

cross-country skiing

Highland Lodge
Located in Greensboro, VT. 1860s inn and restaurant 
overlooking Caspian Lake. Unspoiled cross-country 
skiing. 50K groomed and track set. Never crowded. 
Stunning views. Greensboro/Craftsbury ski link. 
Wonderful meals. Breakfast daily, lunch Tues.-Sun. 
in summer, lunch Thurs.-Sun. in summer, Sunday 
brunch, dinner daily. Nature programs, cozy lodging 
with children’s play program in summer, sandy 
beach, boats and tennis. (802) 533-2647, info@
highlandlodge.com and www.highlandlodge.com.

dining

Highland Lodge
Located in Greensboro, VT. 1860s inn and restaurant 
overlooking Caspian Lake. Unspoiled cross-country 
skiing. 50K groomed and track set. Never crowded. 
Stunning views. Greensboro/Craftsbury ski link. 
Wonderful meals. Breakfast daily, lunch Tues.-Sun. 
in summer, lunch Thurs.-Sun. in summer, Sunday 
brunch, dinner daily. Nature programs, cozy lodging 
with children’s play program in summer, sandy 
beach, boats and tennis. (802) 533-2647, info@
highlandlodge.com and www.highlandlodge.com.

Tim’s Deli
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner Mon.-Sat., 6:30 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Taco salad special on Wednesdays, 
All-you-can-eat fried haddock on Friday nights, 
chicken pie with all the fixings on Saturdays. 580 
Portland St., St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 (802) 748-3118.

educAtion

Community College of Vermont
An open admissions college, CCV provides 
convenient, affordable and quality education to over 
9,000 students each year. Day, evening and weeknd 
courses offered at 12 locations throughout Vermont 
and online. Apply online to pursue an associate 
degree, improve job skills or just explore something 
new. 1197 Main Street, St. Johnsbury, (802) 748-
6673. 100 Main Street, Newport, (802) 334-3387. 
www.ccv.edu, inquire@ccv.edu.

electricAl service

Greaves Electrical Services
Free estimates. Fully licensed and insured. Call Tim 
Greaves, owner, Office: (802) 563-2550 Cell: (802) 
316-6961 or send an email to greaveselc@aol.com. 
P.O. Box 124 Cabot, Vt. 05647

Matt Pettigrew Electric
New homes (conventional frame, post & beam 
or log) renovations or service upgrade (aerial or 
underground). Heating system controls, generator 
installations and all other phases of electrical work 
in a professional manner. Licensed in VT & NH. 
Danville, VT. (802) 751-8201.

elecricAl sAles & service

Byrne Electronic Service Center
New & Used Television, VCR and other consumer 
electronic sales. Factory authorized service center for 
several brands. Professional repair service on all TV’s, 
VCR’s, Stereos and pro audio equipment. 159 Eastern 
Ave., St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-2111.

excAvAtion

Compact Excavation Services
Including stumps, trenches, drainage, crushed stone 
driveways, york raking, small building demolition, 
small foundations, tree length brush removed, rock 
retaining walls built, excavator (with thumb) picks 
up most anything. Also trucking and trailer to 10,000 
pounds and 30’ long. Matt Pettigrew, Danville, VT. (802) 
751-8201.

C&C Bunnell Excavating
Site Work, Septic Systems, Bulldozing, Roads, Ponds 
and Trucking Sand, Topsoil, Gravel & Stone Deliveries. 
Calvin Bunnell, Joe’s Brook Rd., Barnet, VT 05821. (802) 
633-3413.

FAbrics

Sewin’ Love Fabric Shoppe
Quality fabrics, batting, sewing supplies, buttons, 
patterns, books, embroidery floss, finished quilts & 
table runners, lessons at all levels (both group & 
individual). Open Tues.-Sat. 10-5, closed Sun. and Mon. 
Located on Hill Street at the blinking light in Danville, 
VT. (802) 684-9790, sewinlovefabric@gmail.com, www.
sewinlovefabrics.com

FArm equiPment

Paul’s Farm Service
Paul D. Bergeron. Serving Agricultural Needs with 
Integrity Since 1976. Sales, service and parts for same, 
Deutz Fahr and Zetor lines. 514 West Main Street 
(US RT 2) Concord, VT 05824. (802) 695-2500

FArm & Feed

Morrison’s Feed Bag
Family-owned and operated since 1983. 
Knowledgeable and courteous staff. High quality 
pet foods and supplies, Wild bird seed, Muck Boots, 
clothing, fencing, horse tack and supplies, wood 
pellets and much more. Come see us at 1186 
Memorial Drive, St. Johnsbury, VT or call (802) 748-
0010, www.morrisonfeeds.com.

Fencing

All Types of Fencing
Commercial, Agricultural and Residential. Chain 
Link, High Tensile, Barbed Wire, Woven Wire and 
Ornamental. Gordon Goss. (802) 633-2822. Cell (802) 
777-0919. Fax (802) 633-3405. gossmaple@kingcon.
com

Flooring

Country Floors    
Complete Flooring Sales & Installation. Carpeting, 
Vinyl, Hardwood, Ceramic Tile, Area Rugs. Stanley H. 
& Joanne C. Martin, Hollister Hill Road, Plainfield, VT 
05667. (802) 454-7301.

Chuck’s Flooring & Tile  
Service with integrity for all your flooring needs. 
Independantly owned and operated. 205 VT Route 
114, East Burke, VT 05832, (802) 626-9011, www.
chucksflooring.com.

Florists

All About Flowers 
All occasion florist featuring the freshest flowers and 
plants in town. A fine selection of silk flowers and 
customized food baskets. A unique variety of gift items. 
Wedding and funeral arrangements for all budgets. 
Wire service available. 10% senior discount not 
applicable with other discounts. 196 Eastern Avenue, 
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-5656 or (800) 499-
6565.

The Flower Basket
Flowers, plants, gifts, balloons, Yankee Candles and 
other magical things. Local delivery service available. 
156 Daniels Road, Hardwick, VT 05843. Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30. 
Sat. 9-3. (802) 472-3397. www.theflowerbasket.biz

Forestry

McMath Forestry
Complete Ecological Forestland Management 
Services. David McMath, Forester, Beth Daut, Forester, 
4875 Noyestar Road, East Hardwick, VT 05836. (802) 
472-6060. Toll Free: (866) 462-6284. www.mctree.com

Everts Forest Management
Timber Inventories & Appraisals. Timber Sales. Tax 
Assistance. Forest Management Plans. NH License 
No. 207. Peter Everts, 278 Cloudy Pasture Lane, West 
Barnet, VT 05821. (802) 592-3088.

Fuel

Hopkins Oil-Bourne’s Energy
Propane oil, kerosene, on and off-road diesel. 24-hour 
emergency service for our customers. Family-owned 
company since 1946. 230 Main St., Lyndonville, VT. 
(802) 626-9859, www.bournes.net.

gArdening & greenhouses

Fine Garden Design
Landscape design and consulting services.  
Offering creative and fresh approaches to kitchen 
gardens,perennial gardens and complete landscape 
design.  Inspiring gardeners and cultivating beautiful 
landscapes since 1995. Angie Knost, Certified 
Professional Horticulturist, Walden, VT (802) 563-2535

Red Barn Nursery & Farm
Purchase plants from our gardens or our greenhouse. 
We use all natural organic fish emulsions   - no 
chemicals. Open M-T 3-7 p.m., W-Sun. 9-5 p.m. 330 
Red Barn Rd., Danville, VT. (802) 748-9659.



BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Business Identification at a Reasonable Price. $85/year. Includes Free Subscription.

glAss sAles & service

Mayo’s Glass Service, Inc.
Commercial, Residential, Auto, Vinyl, Fiberglass & 
Aluminum Windows, Awnings & Doors. Plate Glass, 
Mirrors, Insulated Glass. 744 Portland Street, St. 
Johnsbury, VT. (802) 748-8895. 

hAir cAre

Country Styles Family Hair Care
Janet L. Carson. Located at the K.P. Hall on the 
top of Hill Street, Danville, VT 05828.  Follow the 
handicapped accessible ramp. Home service 
available to shut-ins. (802) 684-2152. 

heAlth cAre Providers

Danville Health Center   
General Health Services for all ages. Open M-F. 
Mariel Hess, N.P.; Tim Tanner, M.D.; and Sharon 
Fine, M.D.; Jeniane Daniels, PA-C; 26 Cedar Lane, 
Danville, VT 05828. (802) 684-2275. (800) 489-2275 
(VT).

Lyndonville Family Chiropractic
Contributing to the health of the community for over 
17 years. Offering a holistic approach to healthcare 
utilizing chiropractic, acupuncture, nutrition and 
massage therapy. Karson Clark, D.C.; Stacey Clark, 
D.C. 11 Hill Street, Lyndonville, VT 05851. (802) 626-
5866. 

HealthSource Chiropractic 
Back & neck pain eliminated, quickly & easily. Dr. 
Jeremy Ste. Marie, D.C. Dr. Marjorie Ste. Marie, D.C. 
32 Hill Street Danville, VT 05828 (802) 684-9707 or 
www.healthsourcechiro.com.

Hardwick Chiropractic
BioGeometric Integration is a gentle, effective 
chiropractic approach that allows your system to 
heal and to become increasingly adept at correcting 
itself. Dr. Grace Johnstone, Dr. Rick Eschholz and 
Dr. Teri Dodge. 54 School Circle, East Hardwick, VT. 
(802) 472-3033. www.hardwickchiropractic.com

Linda Sayers, Reiki Master 
Reiki is an ancient, hands-on healing art, which 
supports the body’s ability to heal itself. Reiki 
promotes deep relaxation and helps release 
physical and emotional blockages.   Linda Sayers, 
Reiki Master Teacher and Lightwork Practitioner. 63 
Norway Road, Greensboro Bend, VT 05842. (802) 
533-2378. 

Dan Wyand, PT & Associates
Rehabilitation of Sports Injuries, Orthopedics and 
Neuromuscular Disorders. Sherman Dr., P.O. Box 
68, St. Johnsbury,VT 05819. (802) 748-3722/1932. 
Lyndon,VT. (802) 745-1106.

Thousand Hands Massage Therapy
Laurajean “LJ” Stewart, Licensed Massage Therapist, 
60 Monument Circle, PO Box 129, Barnet, VT 05821. 
Located at the Barnet Tradepost. (802) 633-2700.  
samuraihini@hotmail.com.

Copley Hospital
A leader in primary care, women’s and children’s 
services, general surgery and orthopedics.  24-hour 
emergency services, center for outpatient services, 
rehabilitation and wellness programs. Morrisville, 
888-8888, copleyvt.org.

Club at Old Mill
Indoor tennis court, 3 racquetball courts and fitness 
center with Nautilus machines, free weights and full 
range of cardiovascular equipment. Group exercise 
classes including Pilates and Spinning. Professional, 
certified staff to help meet your fitness goals. Since 
1980. Open 7 days. 49 Perkins Street, St. Johnsbury, 
VT 05819. clubatoldmill.com  (802) 748-5313.

heAring service

Armstrong’s Better Hearing Service
STARKEY and WIDEX Custom digital hearing aids. 
Batteries, accessories, all-make repairs, free hearing 
consultations, free viewing of the ear canal, free 
demo of the newest technology. Sandra Day, BC-
HIS, Rebecca Armstrong and Isabelle Armstrong. 
Consultants and Licensed Hearing Aid Dispensers. 
198 Eastern Ave., St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-
4852. (800) 838-4327.

historic PreservAtion

S.A. Fishburn, Inc.
Historic preservation and design featuring wooden 
sash restoration, historic plaster repair, architectural 
millwork and fine custom cabinetry. (802) 684-2524. 
safishburn@gmail.com or www.safishburn.net

insurAnce

Berwick Agency, Inc.
Providing insurance for home, farm, automobile 
and business. Licensed in VT & NH. Est. in 1957. 
Licensed in NH & VT. Jeff Berwick. Located at 185 
Church Street, Peacham VT 05862. Phone: (802) 592-
3234, Fax: (802) 592-3241.

Barrett Insurance
Family-owned and operated, serving the insurance 
needs of the Northeast Kingdom. Agency Principal 
Richard “Dick” Barrett, along with his son Mike 
and daughter in-law Jenn are licensed in both 
Vermont and New Hampshire. Since 1989, providing 
insurance for Vermont’s hard working farmers and 
business owners. Great choices of coverage for your 
Home, Auto, Recreational vehicles and more. Let our 
family help protect your family. (802) 748-5224, (800) 
870-5223 info@thebarrettagency.com

Caledonia Insurance Agency, Inc.
Locally owned and operated since 1977. Offering 
competetive rates for home, auto, motorcycle, ATV, 
snowmobile, boats, antique & classic cars, farm, 
business auto, general liability, commercial property 
& workmen’s comp. When you see us, don’t think 
insurance - but when you see insurance, think us. 
663 Old Center Rd, PO Box 36, St. Johnsbury, VT 
05819. (802) 748-8797, agent@caledoniainsurance.
com.

investments

Investment Watch
Independent investment research, portfolio analysis 
and strategy. Rachel Siegel, CFA. (802) 633-3977. 
rsiegel@hughes.net

Jewelry

Old Coins & Jewelry Shop
Buying: Silver and Gold Coins, Mint Sets, Scrap Gold 
and Silver, Wheat Cents, Coin Collections, Diamond 
and Gold Jewelry. Selling: Collector Coins and Sport 
Cards and Supplies, New and Estate Jewelry, Body 
Jewelry, Magic and Pokemon and Yu-Gi-Oh Cards. 
10 Eastern Avenue, St. Johnsbury, VT. (802) 748-
9174.

lAwn cAre & lAndscAPing

LND Landscaping
Excavating - Hauling - Brush hog -  Tilling - 
Driveways - Lawnmowing - Walkways - Stonewalls 
- Steps - Fencing - Cleanup - Planting - Snow 
Plowing - Sanding and more. Tim or Dave, Barre 
and Wolcott. (802) 479-0029.

Don’s Lawn Care & Snowplowing
St. Johnsbury-Danville area. Reasonable rates and 
quality service. Danville, VT, (802) 748-2504.

lodging

Highland Lodge
Located in Greensboro, VT. 1860s inn and restaurant 
overlooking Caspian Lake. Unspoiled cross-country 
skiing. 50K groomed and track set. Never crowded. 
Stunning views. Greensboro/Craftsbury ski link. 
Wonderful meals. Breakfast daily, lunch Tues.-Sun. 
in summer, lunch Thurs.-Sun. in summer, Sunday 
brunch, dinner daily. Nature programs, cozy lodging 
with children’s playprogram in summer, sandy 
beach, boats and tennis. (802) 533-2647, info@
highlandlodge.com and www.highlandlodge.com.

Marshfield Inn & Motel
Quiet country accommodations on 37 acres mid-
way between Montpelier and St. Johnsbury. Enjoy 
our nature trail, full breakfast menu and Winooski 
river view.  Close to Cabot Creamery, lots of maple 
farms and Groton State Forest. Ask about our pet-
friendly rooms! Call (802) 426-3383 for reservations. 
Visit www.marshfieldinn.com for more information.

log homes

Goodridge Lumber
Cedar log homes, cedar log siding, rough and 
finished cedar lumber and permachink products. 
Quality, white cedar logs and lumber from Vermont’s 
Northeast Kingdom since 1974. Colleen Goodridge 
and sons, Albany, Vt., 05820. Phone: (802) 755-6298, 
FAX: (802) 755-6166, www.goodridgelumber.com.

Vermont Home Specialties, Inc.
Real Log Homes, Timberpeg Post and Beam, 
Corbond sprayed foam insulation, standing seam 
roofing, Medallion and Plain & Fancy Cabinetry, Fine 
Furnishings for your Home, Custom Orders! 1513 Rt. 
2 West Danville, VT 05873 (802) 684-1024.

lumber & building mAteriAls

Caledonia Lumber
Cedar lumber, a safe, local, natural alternative 
to pressure treated. Rough or surfaced to your 
specifications. Custom sawing available for all your 
lumber and building material needs.  Located at 754 
Station Road in Sutton, (802)-535-8643.

Wheeler Building Materials, Inc.
All your building needs including the kitchen sink! 
Valspar paints and Cabot exterior stains. Boom truck 
and forklift truck delivery available. 29 Church Street, 
Lyndonville, VT. (802) 626-5102.

mAPle syruP

Sugar Ridge Farm
Pure Maple Syrup & Maple Products.  “Vermont Seal 
of Quality.” Available by mail. MC & Visa accepted. 
Free brochure. Stephen & Diane Jones, 566 
Stannard Mt. Rd., Danville, VT 05828. (800) 748-0892.

Broadview Farm Maple
Pure VT Maple Syrup available in Grade A Fancy, 
Medium Amber, Dark Amber and Grade B.  
“Vermont Seal of Quality.” Maple Cream, Maple 
Candy and Maple Sugar are available. We ship via 
UPS or Parcel Post. Joe Newell,  442 York Street, 
Lyndonville, VT 05851. (802) 626-8396. joe@newells.
net

Gadapee Family Sugarhouse
Pure VT Maple Syrup in a variety of containers. 
Maple cream, candy, sugar, maple jelly and maple 
granola to order. We have the “Vermont Seal of 
Quality” and we ship. See us at the Caledonia 
County Farmers Market (May-October), Saturdays 
in St. Johnsbury and Wednesdays in Danville. 718 
Calkins Camp Rd., Danville, VT 05828. (802) 684-
3323. gadmaple@together.net

Rowell Sugarhouse
Visit a real sugarhouse. Open year round. See our 
sugaring equipment. Maple products, gifts, country 
crafts, VT shirts, woodenware, baskets, honey, 
souvenirs and more. We will ship your order. MC/ 
Visa/DS. Rt. 15, Walden, VT 05873. (802) 563-2756.

mAsons

C.T. Cushman Masonry
Chimneys, Fireplaces, Patios, Stonewalls, Slate 
& Flagstone Walkways, Steps, Chimney and 
Foundation Repairs, Brick & Stone Veneer. 35 Years 
Experience. Chimney Cleaning. (802) 748-2221.

Plumb Line Masonry
Brick, block and stone for fireplaces, chimneys, 
walls, steps, patioes, etc. Contact Steven 
Towsley at.(802) 748-6595, (802) 535-8709, 
plumblinemasonry@myfairpoint.net, or visit www.
plumblinemasonry.com. 

4 Generations Masonry
Masonry Construction & Repair. Brick, Stone, Block. 
Fireplaces, Chimneys, Veneer, Patios, Walkways.  Dana 
Armstrong, West Danville, (802) 535-5948.

meAt

Lewis Creek Jerseys Badger Brook Meats
Vince Foy & Deb Yonker. Retailing Certified Organic 
Angus Beef, naturally raised pork and lamb from our 
farm store in North Danville, VT. Call ahead for directions 
and availability. (802) 748-8461.

Second Chance Farm
Retailing certified organic pork, beef, turkey, chicken and 
eggs. 100% natural lamb. 36 cuts to choose from. North 
Danville, Vt. (802) 748-1975

music studio

Vermont Sky Digital Audio
16-Track Professional Recording Studio for Singers, 
Songwriters, Students and Bands.  Advertising Jingles; 
Creative Consulting and Guitar Classes. Barnet, VT 
05821.  (802) 633-2523.

nAturAl Foods

St. Johnsbury Food Co-op
490 Portland St., St. Johnsbury, VT. A community-based, 
cooperatively owned natural foods store. A great place 
to buy fresh, local and organic foods, gather to meet 
and make friends, take a workshop and be part of a 
place that aspires to meet the needs of our greater 
community. Member or not, anyone can shop! Visit 
www.stjfoodcoop.com or call (802) 748-9498. Open 
Mon-Wed, Sat 9-6, Thurs-Fri 9-7 and Sun. 11-4.

Buffalo Mountain Food Co-op & Cafe
Local produce and breads, wholesome foods (bulk & 
packaged), local and fair trade gifts. Delicious healthy 
foods served in our cafe Mon-Sat (self-serve available). 
Open daily. Main Street, Hardwick, VT, (802)-472-6020, 
www.buffalomountaincoop.org.

old bArns

The Barn People
Since 1974 Vintage Vermont barns purchased, 
dismantled, restored  & reassembled elsewhere. Great 
for homes, additions, Great Rooms, studios, backyard 
offices and oddly enough …barns. Ken Epworth, 
2218 US RT 5 N, Windsor, VT 05089. (802) 674-5898. 
barnman@sover.net

oPticiAns

Optical Expressions
Your Family Eye-Care Center. Eye Exams, Contact 
Lenses and Consultation  for Laser-Eye Surgery. Green 
Mountain Mall, St. Johnsbury Center, VT (802) 748-3536.

PAin therAPy

Hands of Experience
Massage techniques to treat pain, injury, illness, arthritis, 
depression, fatigue, anxiety and more. Specializing in 
treatment of migraines. Will develop a unique treatment 
plan to fit your needs.Paul Whittall, Barnet Tradepost 
Wellness Center, 60 Monument Circle, Barnet, VT, 802-
633-2700 x6, www.BarnetTradepost.com

PAinting

Tom’s Painting
Interior - Exterior - Clean, neat, dependable. quality work 
for over 25 years. Call Tom Perry at (802) 563-2576 for all 
your painting needs. Located at 693 Upper Harrington 
Road, West Danville, VT 05873.

Fenoff & Hale Painting 
A division of Fenoff & Hale Construction. Interior and 
exterior professional quality work. No job too large or too 
small. Fully Insured. Free estimates. 1085 Route 2 East 
Danville VT 05828 Phone: (802) 684-9955 Fax: (802)684-
3414.

Pet cAre

Karen’s Kindred Spirit Pet Care
Pet sitting care in the comfort of your pet’s home. 
Vacation coverage and daily services provided. 
Specializing in dogs, cats and small animals in 
Danville, St. Johnsbury, Ryegate, Barnet and Peacham. 
Experience with animals that have special needs. 
Responsible and fully insured with references. (802) 461-
6790 (cell) or (802) 684-3349.

PhotogrAPhy

Jenks Studio Photography
4th generation photographer Robert C. Jenks 
specializing in all your photography needs; portraits 
(including children and high school seniors), weddings 
& commercial. VIew our online gallery from our Web site 
at www.jenksstudio1886.com or E-mail jenksstudio@
charterinternet.com. PO Box 98, 1204 Main St., St. 
Johnsbury VT. (802 )748-3421

Plumbing & heAting

Greenwood’s Plumbing & Heating
New Construction, repairs, water heaters, bathroom 
& kitchen remodeling. Energy efficient wood or oil-
fired heating systems, radiant & solar heating-water 
treatment systems, Gould water pump installation. 
GPDA member, fully-insured, free estimates. Contact 
Tony Greenwood at tonygph@live.com, (802) 748-1370,  
145 Railroad Street St. Johnsbury, Vt.

Walden Heights Heating
Providing full-service & installation of propane & oil fired 
units including boilers, hot air systems, radiant heating, 
water heating & cooking. From your heating to cooking 
needs, give Lloyd Rowell a call at (802) 563-2233 or 
(802)-793-6092. Fully insured.

PortAble bAthrooms

Bedor’s Royal Throne
Rentals by day, weekend or month. Whether you’re 
camping or getting married, we have exceptionally 
clean, fresh porta bathrooms to fit all your needs! 100% 
biodegradable odor block, (802) 748-1605, Toll Free 
1-800-493-6945. Visit us at www.bedors.com.

reAl estAte

Morrill & Guyer Associates
791 Broad Street, Lyndonville, VT 05851. (802) 
626-9111. Fax (802) 626-6913. realestate@
homeinthekingdom.com, www.homeinthekingdom.
com

Century 21 Quatrini Real Estate
Susan S. Quatrini, GRI, Broker-Owner. 1111 Main 
Street. St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-9543 or 
(802) 748-3873.  c21qre@sover.net

David A. Lussier Real Estate
Farms, Acreage, Homes and Investment Properties. 
540 Main Street,  PO Box 872, Lyndonville, VT  
05851.  (802) 626-9541 or (802) 626-8482. Lussier@
kingcon.com, www.lussierrealestateagency.com

Begin Realty Associates   
10 VT Route 2, “On the Green.” in Danville.  
Specializing in residential property, vacation 
homes, land and farms. Realtors Barb and Debbie, 
(802) 684-1127, www.beginrealty.com.

Century 21 Farm & Forest Realty Inc.  
Nicholas Maclure, managing broker. Derby, VT 
Office: (802) 334-1200, Cell: (802) 673-8876, nick@
farmandforest.com and Annette Dalley, managing 
broker, East Burke, VT, Office: (802) 626-4222, 
Cell: (802) 467-3939, annette@farmandforest.com. 
Our goal is to help you find your “peace” of the 
Kingdom. www.farmandforest.com.

Coldwell Banker All Seasons Realty
Three convenient locations serving the entire 
Northeast Kingdom. We have 21 licensed agents 
ready to help you with your selling or buying needs.
Lyndonville Office call us at (802)626-4343; Barton 
Office call us at (802)525-3585; Newport Office call 
us at (802)334-7277. Or visit our web site at www.
allseasonsre.com

reAl estAte APPrAisAl

Reynolds Real Estate Appraisal Services
VT Certified Appraisers, Donald Morrill and Annie 
Guyer. 791 Broad Street, Lyndonville, VT 05851. 
(802) 626-9357. reynolds@charterinternet.com

sewing And vAcuums

North Country Vac & Sew
Home of Defender Vacuum, made locally.  Wide 
choice of new vacuums, uprights, canisters and 
backpacks. Service, parts and supplies for most 
makes. Sewing machine dealer for domestic 
Necchi and commercial Artisan. Parts and 
expert service for most makes. Scissor and knife 
sharpening.  442 Portland St. (next to Sherwin-
Williams Paint), St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 
748-9190.

smAll engine rePAir

Harry’s Repair Shop
Snowmobiles, Snowblowers, Motorcycles, Lawn 
tractors, ATV’s and Rototillers. Harry Gammell, 
VT RT 15, Walden, VT 05873. (802) 563-2288.

tires

Berry Tire Co., Inc.
New tire sales and automotive repair. Everett Berry, 
1545 Red Village Road, Lyndonville, VT 05851.  (802) 
626-9326.

trees

Bedor’s Tree Service
Providing all tree care services. Always 
professional! Always safe! Fully insured. Schedule 
a free estimate. (802) 748-1605 or toll free 1-800-
493-6945.

veterinAriAns

Northern Equine Veterinary Services
Steve B. Levine. Practice limited to horses. Saturday 
appointments available. (802) 684-9977. 254 RT 2, 
Danville, VT 05828. www.northernequine.com 

Danville Animal Hospital
Lisa D. Whitney, D.V.M. Small animal care. Office 
hours by appointment. 549 Route 2 East, Danville, 
VT, (802) 684-2284.

volunteers

R.S.V.P.
Do you have some free time? Do you want to help 
an organization in the Northeast Kingdom as a 
volunteer?  For information call the Retired and 
Senior Volunteer Program and the Volunteer Center 
at (802) 626-5135 or (802) 334-7047.

grAPhic/web design

TMiller Web Design
Custom website design for individuals, small 
businesses and organizations.  Personal service 
at reasonable rates. Terry Miller, Peacham, VT. 
(802) 592-3153. terry@tmillerwebdesign.com, www.
tmillerwebdesign.com.

AMCK Web & Print Design
Terrific website, graphic design and integrated 
marketing to spotlight your small business. 
Web design: hand-crafted websites, custom 
images, Flash, search engine optimization, and 
more. Graphic Design: brand identity, printed 
materials, expert image editing. From concept to 
completion, I offer personal service tat a common 
sense price. Visit my website to learn more: 
www.amckwebandprint.com. Anne McKinsey, 
Passumpsic, VT; (802) 748-3322.

welding

Walbridge Welding
Repairs and new fabrication of steel, stainless steel 
and aluminum. Located under Portland St. Bridge 
in St. Johnsbury or with portable equipment at your 
location. Dale Walbridge. W (802) 748-2901; H (802) 
584-4088.
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tmillerwebdesign.com

custom website design 
at reasonable rates
 • domain name registration
 • website design
 • search engine optimization
 • website hosting
 • website traffi c statistics
 • website management

Mondays: Story Time, St. 
Johnsbury Athenaeum Youth 
Library,  10:30 a.m. (802) 748-8291.
Mondays: Story Time, Pope 
Library, Danville, 10 a.m. (802) 684-
2256.
Mondays: Just Parents meet 
with concerns for drugs and kids, 
Parent Child Center, St. Johnsbury, 
7 p.m. (802) 748-6040.
1st Monday: North Danville 
Community Club, Meeting, 6 p.m. 
North Danville Community Center. 
(802) 748-9415.
1st & 3rd Mondays: “Six O’clock 
Prompt,” Writers’ Support Group, 
6:30 p.m. Catamount Arts. (802) 
633-2617.
2nd Monday: Cancer Support 
Group, NVRH Conference Room A, 
4 p.m. (802) 748-8116.
Last Monday: Alzheimer’s Support 
Group, Caledonia Home Health, 
Sherman Drive, St. Johnsbury. 7 
p.m. (802) 748-8116.
Tuesdays: Baby & Toddler Story 
Hour, Cobleigh Library, Lyndonville. 
10 a.m. (802) 626-5475.
Tuesdays: Cribbage Tournaments, 
6 p.m. Lake View Grange Hall, 
West Barnet. (802) 684-3386.

OngoingOngoingEvents
Tuesdays: Argentine Tango, 4:30-
5:30 p.m. (beginners) 5:30-6:30 
p.m. (intermediate) Teacher: Isabel 
Costa (603) 823-8163.
Tuesdays: Japanese Swordplay, 
3-4 p.m., Barnet Tradepost 
Wellness Center, 633-2700
Tuesdays: Tai Chi, 4-5:30 p.m. 
and 5:30-7 p.m., Barnet Tradepost 
Wellness Center, 633-2700
2nd Tuesdays: Caledonia Right to 
Life will meet at St John’s Catholic 
Church Parish Hall, 1375 Main St, 
St Johnsbury, VT at 7:30 pm.  All 
are welcome.
2nd & 4th Tuesday: Bereavement 
Support Group, Caledonia Home 
Health, Sherman Drive, St. 
Johnsbury. 5:30 p.m. (802) 748-
8116.
2nd & 4th Tuesday: Drop-in 
quilting at 1 p.m. at the Cobleigh 
Public Library, (802) 626-5475.
Wednesdays: Read ‘n’ Stuff, 
Cobleigh Library, Lyndonville. 3:30 
p.m. (802) 626-5475.
Wednesdays: Danville Farmers 
Market on the green from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.
Wednesdays: Ordinary Magic. 
Meditation for Life, St. Johnsbury 
Shambhala Center, 17 Eastern 
Avenue, 6-7 p.m.
Wednesdays: Japanese 
Swordplay, 3-4:30 p.m., Barnet 
Tradepost Wellness Center, 633-
2700.
3rd Wednesday: Cardiac Support 
Group, NVRH, 6:30 p.m. (802) 748-
7401.

Record Appraisal Service
12 B Rt. 2 West • Danville, VT 05828

802-684-1200
charles@recordappraisal.net

Serving Northern Vermont & New Hampshire

Residential 
Real Estate Appraisals

Dussault’s
Heating

Sales
 Service
   Installation
wThermo Pride Furnaces
wPeerless Boilers

Box 301
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

(802) 748-4945
24 hour service

MLS #2823632      
you can’t build this house for this price.  Cus-
tom built log home, gorgeous views, total pri-
vacy.  Wraparound deck and covered porch.  
Ceiling to fl oor windows let in the sunshine and 
the great views.  Fieldstone fi replace.  Custom 
designed cupboards in kitchen and baths.  
$329,000

MLS #2832788   
Sturdy, nice 
looking building 
in downtown St 
Johnsbury. Brick 
and woodframe. 
It has a store 
front and has 
separate access 
to the basement 
level. Many 
recent improve-
ments.  Two 
upper fl oors gut-
ted and ready 
for renovation. 
owner could be 
your tenant.  
Priced right at 
$95,000

MLS #4015685       
Five acres of fi elds and pasture, machine 
sheds, old barn and chicken house.  Small 
house to call home and a big newer garage 
with an apartment overhead.  Apartment is 
permitted and occupied.  Great fl owerful yard.  
out in the countryside with nice neighbors and 
great views.  $189,000

RESIDEnTIAL - LAnD - RECREATIonAL PRoPERTIES

Call me at (802) 748-1145
E-mail me at susan@aikencrest.com
or visit www.aikencrest.com

Hi friends, keep in mind Aikencrest can care 
for your property. As a rental, as a vacant 
property while you’re away. If you have 
moved to another area and need property 
management, Aikencrest is available for 
your property’s needs. We tailor our care to 
fi t your purposes. Call us and we’ll tell you 
all about it.

Thursdays: Introduction to 
Computers, Cobleigh Library, 
Lyndonville. 10 a.m. (802) 626-5475.
Thursdays: Live Music at Parker 
Pie in Glover. Call (802) 525-3366 
for details.
Thursdays: Kyudo (Zen Archery), 
7-9 p.m., St. Johnsbury Academy 
Field House, 633-2700.
2nd Thursday: Film discussion 
following 7 p.m. film at Catamount 
Arts, St. Johnsbury. (802) 748-8813.
3rd Thursday: Caregivers Support 
Group, Riverside Life Enrichment 
Center, 10 a.m. (802) 626-3900.
Thursdays: Read and Weed Book 
Club, Cobleigh Library, Lyndonville. 
3:30 p.m. (802) 626-5475.
Thursdays: Tutoring for GED and 
Adult Learning Programs, 1 p.m. to 
3 p.m., Cobleigh Public Library.
Fridays: Kyudo (Zen Archery), 
4-6 p.m., twice monthly, Barnet 
Tradepost Wellness Center, 633-
2700.
1st Fridays: Contra Dance,  8 
p.m. at Danville Town Hall.  All 
levels welcome. (802) 563-3225 or 
samlyman@myfairpoint.net.
4th Fridays: Public readings 
at Green Mountain Books in 
Lyndonville. Call (802) 626-5051 
or E-mail greenmountainbooks@
myfairpoint.net.
Saturday & Sunday: Planetarium 
Show 1:30 p.m. Fairbanks Museum, 
St. Johnsbury. (802) 748-2372.
Saturdays: Bridge Club for all 
experience levels, Cobleigh Library, 
Lyndonville, 12:30 p.m. (802) 626-
5475.
Saturdays: St. Johnsbury Winter 
Farmers Market. St. Johnsbury 
Welcome Center.
1st Saturday: Men’s Ecumenical 
Breakfast, Methodist Church, 
Danville, 7 a.m. (802) 684-3666.
1st Saturday: Scrabble Club, St. 
Johnsbury Athenaeum, Noon - 4 
p.m. (802) 748-8291.
1st & 2nd Saturdays: Dance in the 
Kingdom at the Good Shephard 
School - Latin & Ballroom dance: 
Lessons at 7 p.m. followed by open 
dance, 8 to 10 p.m. (802) 748-3044
2nd Saturdays: West Barnet 
Grange community breakfasts from 
8-10 a.m.
2nd Saturdays: Lyndonville Winter 
Farmers Market, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
Tome Breslin Center.
3rd Saturday: All you can eat 
breakfast, 8-10:30 a.m., Barnet 
Congregational Church.
3rd Saturday: Breast Cancer 
Support Group, Caledonia Home 
Health, Sherman Drive, St. 
Johnsbury, 10 a.m. (802) 748-8116.

Pope Library
 

Monday & Friday
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Wednesday 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Saturday  9 a.m. - Noon.
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Please join us on December 10 from 5-7pm 
for Holiday on the Green.  We will join with 
other village businesses for a food and bever-

age walk about. The library will serve appetizers, 
desserts and punch. The Pumpkin Hill Singers per-
form at the Danville Congregational Church at 7:30.  
These two events are a perfect way to get into the 
holiday spirit!

Our next book discussion 
in the Vermont Humanities 
Council series Booker Prize 
Winners is “The Blind Assas-
sin” by Margaret Atwood.  The 
Blind Assassin is a tale of two 
sisters, one of whom dies under 
ambiguous circumstances in 
the opening pages. The survi-
vor, Iris Chase Griffen, initially 
seems a little cold-blooded 
about this death in the fam-
ily. But as Margaret Atwood’s 
most ambitious work unfolds-
-a tricky process, in fact, with 
several nested narratives and 
even an entire novel-within-a-
novel--we’re reminded of just 
how complicated the familial 
game of hide-and-seek can be.

This discussion takes place 
on Wednesday, December 29 
at 7pm with scholar Bob John-
son.  Stop in to pick up your 
book.

We have also received 25 
copies of  “The Day of the 
Pelican” by Katherine Pater-
son.  This is the 2010 Vermont 
Humanities Council choice for 
Vermont Reads:  A Statewide 
One-Book Community Read-
ing Program.  “The Day of 
the Pelican” is the story of an 
Albanian family’s journey from 
the Balkans to Vermont.  This 
subject of this book is near and 
dear to the hearts of many in 
Danville who well remember 
the two families from Kosovo 

who were members of our 
community for several years.  
Books are available now at 
the Pope and Danville School.  
Pick up a copy to read and pass 
on.

We have many new book 
acquisitions.  A few of these 
are:  By Nightfall by Cunning-
ham, The Brave by Evans,  A 
Widower’s Tale by Glass, The 
Cookbook Collector by Good-
man,  The Good Daughters by 
Maynard, Squirrel Seeks Chip-
munk by Sedaris, Growing Up 
Laughing: My Story and the 
Story of Funny by Thomas, 
and The Unwanted Sound 
of Everything We Want: A 
Book About Noise by Keizer.  
Come in and Check them out!

Tim and Jenness Ide were 
the gracious hosts of another 
successful and fun foodie 
movie in October.  This time 
the theme was Greek and the 
guests enjoyed a delicious din-
ner of dolmathakia and bou-

reki, moussaka, Greek sofrito, 
Greek Salad and baklava.  The 
next “foodie movie” event 
will be in January.  If you are 
interesting in hosting a dinner 
in 2011 please call us at the 
Pope.

On October 23 we held 
a volunteer appreciation 
brunch at the Pope.  It was a 
lovely affair with great break-
fast casseroles, coffee cakes, 
fruit,  and lots of other good-
ies made by our trustees.  We 
were very happy to have such 

a wonderful turnout.  Our 
cast of volunteers extends far 
outside the library and we are 
very grateful for all the help.   
Thank you Pope Volunteers!

From the Children’s Room
Wednesday, December 

15 is our last story hour for 
the year.  We will resume on 
Wednesday, January 19 at 10 
am.

We wish you all a happy, 
healthy and safe holiday sea-
son!

Pope Notes 
with Dee Palmer, Library Director

GOOD SNOWMOBILING SPOT
ML4023268 Camp sitting on 25 acres of wooded land.  
Great hunting in the area or a good snowmobiling spot.   
It’s also a great spot to build a house.  Camp is being sold 
“as is.” $145,000

COMPLETELY RENOVATED
ML4029708 Large kitchen/dining area w/tile and wood 
floors.  Cozy living room w/gorgeous stone fireplace and 
vaulted ceiling.  Master BR on 2nd floor w/large walk-in 
closet.  Office off kitchen and large closets throughout.  
Basement is fully insulated.  8 acres.   $339,000

SURROUNDED BY FARMLAND
ML4028284 Private 3BR cape-style home is waiting for a 
new family.  With a heated garage for tinkering, a barn for 
animals or storage, and 7.7 acres of organic garden space, 
this property has something for everyone. Has nice covered 
porch, large living room w/hardwood floors and fireplace, 
formal dining room, and good concrete basement. $192,500

PRIVATE RAISED RANCH
ML4028118 4BRs, family room, large, open kitchen/liv-
ing/dining area w/a beautiful long range picture window 
view of the White Mountains. Enjoy a private deck out 
back, a paved area w/a basketball hoop, 2-car garage, 
plenty of space for garden,  plus you’re right next to the 
VAST trail for snowshoeing and walking!  $170,000

Start your search here.
Providing Professional and Courteous Service

www.beginrealty.com

Main Street
Danville, VT 05828
(802) 684-1127

309 Portland Street
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

(802) 748-2045

75 MT. PLEASANT ST.
ST. JOHNSBURY, VT 05819

802-748-8169 w 802-748-8855

223 MAIN STREET
LYNDONVILLE, VT 05851

802-626-8333 w 802-626-9342

www.parkwayrealtyassociates.com 

ml#4018324
Attention to detail is evident throughout in this clas-
sic cape on 6.63 acres+/-. Many recent improvements 
include interior paint, hardwood floors, and 2 stainless 
steel chimney liners, etc. This four bedroom, 1 1/2 
bath cape is tastefully decorated and immaculately 
maintained. Outside you’ll find perennial and vegetable 
gardens plus, extensive well cared for grounds. There’s 
even a sturdy outbuilding for all your tools and toys. 

$185,500

The north Danville Baptist Church 
(ABC)

Worship Service 9:30 a.m.
Children’s Lesson 9:35 a.m.

Sunday School 9:40 a.m.
Fellowship & Refreshments 10:20 a.m.

Pastor: The Rev. Bob Sargent
“Accessible to the physically and spiritually challenged.”

See us by appointment
or by chance.

2 miles north of 
West Burke off Route 5, 

Sutton, VT 
www.highbeams.com

802.467.3943

Happy
Holidays

to one 
and all

May your home be filled with warmth
and happiness during the holidays.

604 Lapierre Drive (Off  I-91 Exit 22)
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819                                               (802) 748-5321

HHHHH
George C. Mudge, Jr.

Certified Collision Repair Center

791 Broad Street  
Lyndonville, VT 05851

(802) 626-9357 
 Fax (802) 626-6913

Wheelock
MLS# 4010480                                         
10.0 acre lot with excellent views, access to VAST trail. This property is a sports-
man’s paradise as it borders a six thousand acre hunting club. Septic and Leach field 
already installed. Land is ready for you to build your dream home or camp. There is 
also a second bordering 10 acre lot per the same owner.

Listed at $35,000
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December         
events in the 

NEK
Wed., December 1, 2010

First Wednesday Lecture Series. 
Distinguished Northwestern University 
professor T. H. Breen examines the role 
ordinary New Englanders—including 
Vermonters—played in 1774 in 
pressuring the Continental Congress for 
more assertive and radical resistance 
to Great Britain.  All programs are free, 
but seating is limited. Programs start at 
7 PM and are held at the St. Johnsbury 
Athenaeum unless otherwise noted.

The National Marionette Theatre 
- Sleeping Beauty, Fuller Hall, St. 
Johnsbury Academy, 10AM to 1 PM. 
The National Marionette Theatre is 
one of the oldest continually running 
marionette theaters in the United States. 
This award-wining troupe has been 
entertaining audiences around the world 
for over forty years. 

Fri., December 3, 2010

Handel’s Messiah, 7:30 PM., presented 
by North Country Chorus with orchestra 
and soloists, directed by Alan Rowe at 
the North Congregational Church in St. 
Johnsbury.

Sat, December 4, 2010

Santa comes to downtown Lyndon 
for his traditional visit to hear children’s 
wishes on the porch of the Darling Inn. 
Bring the kids to the Cobleigh Library 
from 10 AM to noon to make holiday 
crafts. Have some free hot cocoa and a 
hay wagon ride. For more information 
please call the Lyndon Area Chamber of 
Commerce at (802) 626-9696.

The North Pole Express, The Lyndon 
Freighthouse, $25 per ticket, rides at 
12, 2, 4, and 6 PM. Join us for a magical 
journey aboard heated vintage train 
coaches for holiday narration, cookies, 
hot cocoa, caroling, and entertainment. 
A special surprise for passengers of 
all ages. Pajamas are encouraged. 
Advance Tickets Required. Visa, 
MasterCard, Discover Accepted. Call for 
tickets (802) 626-1400. 

Annual Burklyn Arts Holiday Market, 
Lyndon Town School, arts & crafts 
from dozens of vendors - just in time 
for holiday shopping. Chinese Auction, 
luncheon, baked goods and more!

Tues., December 7, 2010

NEK Audubon Informational and 
Planning Meeting. Join us at the 
Fairbanks Museum from 4:00 - 5:30 PM. 
Open to all. Call Tom at (802) 626-9071 
or email blackpoll@myfairpoint.net for 
information.

Wed., December 8, 2010

Please join us at the Cobleigh Public 
Library to meet local author Dan 
Swainbank with his new book “Mr. Vail 
is in Town” at 11 AM. Dan Swainbank 
explores Theodore N. Vail’s life and 
legacy.  Swainbank’s book brings full 
circle a project started by beloved local 
historian Harriet Fletcher Fisher, who 
died in 2008.  Mr. Vail is in Town gives us 
a fascinating look at “Lyndon’s Royalty”.  
Green Mountain Books will have copies 
of the books available for purchase.

FREE Food Share, 12-2 PM, must meet 
income eligibility guidelines. 3339 Main 
St Cabot, VT. Faith In Action Northern 
Communities Partnership, Inc (FIANCP) 
will be hosting it’s twice-monthly 
Food Share on Dec. 8 from 12-2 PM. 
Approximately 6,000+ lbs of food and 
goods will be distributed! For more 
information call us at (802) 563-3322

Thurs, December 9, 2010 

Pumpkin Hill Singers Concert “Winter’s 
Coming” at North Congregational 

Church, St Johnsbury AT 7:30 PM 
and Friday, Dec 10 at Danville 
Congregational Church, Danville, 
following Christmas on the Green, 7:30 
PM.

Fri., December 10, 2010

Christmas on the Green, Danville, 5-7 
PM. Pope library and other locations 
in the village. Pumpkin Hill concert 
7:30 PM at the Danville Congregational 
Church.

Sat., December 11, 2010

Alexander Twilight Theater; Lyndon 
State College Community Chorus and 
the St. Johnsbury Band combined 
Holiday Concert; by donation, 7 PM.

Victorian Holiday, 9AM to 7PM, A town-
wide event celebrating the season in St. 
Johnsbury. Wagon rides, Santa, mulled 
cider and terrific sales. 

Sun., December 12, 2010

Ecumenical Advent Service, Old North 
Church, North Danville, 7 PM.

Sun., December 12, 2010, 

The Old North Church in North Danville 
will host its 3rd annual Advent Service 
and Carol Sing at 7 PM.  Hosted by 
the Danville churches and their choirs.  
Remember your flashlights and dress 
warmly!

Mon., December 13, 2010

FREE Community Dinner, 5-7 PM, 
3339 Main Street Cabot, VT . All are 
welcome! Join Faith In Action Northern 
Communities Partnership, Inc. (FIANCP) 
for a free Community Dinner. Due to fire 
laws we are only able to seat 50 people 
at a time so servings will be staggered 
to meet this need. Reservations are 
optional. If you’d like to reserve a seat 
please call (802) 563-3322.

Sat., December 18, 2010

Boston Children’s Chorus, 7PM, 
North Congregational Churh. For more 
infomration call (802) 748-2600.

Fri., December 24, 2010

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 7:00 
PM Danville United Methodist Church.

Sat. December 25, 2010

CHRISTMAS DAY!
Fri., December 31, 2010

First Night In St. Johnsbury, Music, 
entertainment, fireworks, games, food, 
fun throughout downtown St. Johnsbury 
to ring in the New Year. For the full 
schedule visit their website.

Sat., January 1, 2011

Barnet’s Annual Christmas Bird Count. 
Join the NEK Audubon’sone day monitor 
count of winter birds. Contact Charlie 
Browne for routes and information.  
cbrowne@fairbanksmuseum.org

now offering

Quality Meats & Fresh Produce
Brammer Creek Seafoods

Thick, Juicy Steaks & Ground Beef (Fresh Cut on Site)
Locally Grown Vegetables

Fresh Sandwiches, Burgers, McKenzie Hot Dogs
“Extensive Wine Selection”

Propane - Camping & Picnic Supplies
Hollyberry’s Famous Bakery Products (Fresh Daily)

Ultimate Selection of Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream
Movies • ATM • TMA’s • VAST Maps

Happy

Holidays!

461 Route 114 / East Burke / Vermont 05832

802.626.5010

1410 RT2 WEST l WEST DAnVILLE, VT 05873
Mon-FRI 7-5, SAT 8-1 l (802) 684-3622 l FAX (802) 684-3697

BUILDING
SUPPLY

60% Off
with other incentives available

Greetings of
the Season

to all our loyal customers 
and  their families.

From your friends 
at B&B Septic

802-748-9858


