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First snow

By NATHANIAL TRIPP

ou can feel it com-
ing, no sunrise,
just a gradual light-

ening of the overcast
above the farm.

“Snow,” says Mark Breen on
his “Eye on the Sky” report, a
four letter word that send shiv-
ers of joy through some, and
just shivers through others. It is
cold outside, teens. The smoke
rises straight and high above the
chimney in the still air. The
pond is frozen over, bare earth
is getting hard too. The horses
have frost on their whiskers and
the sound of feed buckets and
bins ring like bells, carrying far
across the farm along with var-
ious “whinny”’s and “baa”s. By
the time everyone heads off to
wotk ot school the talk is
mostly about how hard it might
be getting home again in the
evening.

In town, there is a hush of

>> Page 25

‘It’s in your blood’

s

»Despite hard times, a new generation of dairy farmer has emerged

By JUSTIN LAVELY

arly Vermont settlers had
to cut the state’s dense,
hilly forests and rid their
fields of swamp grass to
build farms. Centuries later, Ver-
mont’s dairy farmers are still facing

an uphill battle, but low milk prices,
real estate developers, and large fac-
tory farms are now the obstacles.
Farmers from different generations,
far apart in age, agree that dairy farming
is much like maple syrup, an intrinsic part
of the Vermont landscape. Aside from the

practical value of milk production, barns
and fields are prominent on the state’s
horizon, giving Vermont its character and
paying homage to a proud heritage.
Two hundred years ago, Vermont’s
agriculture economy focused first on
>> Page 18

originally from St. Johnsbury and are part of a new farming generation. Left, Lyndon’s Leland Simpson represents "
the bygone era of dairy farming.
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From the Editor

The giving season

t never ceases to amaze me how
generous a small community can be
when asked to help a member who
has fallen on hard times.
And these are very hard times for Pas-
sumpsic’s Rich Harpin, a single father

No that’s a holiday story

worth telling.

raising two children while battling can-
cer. He recently lost his leg after doctors
discovered a tumor. According to many,
despite these horrible circumstances,
Rich always wears a smile on his face
and cherishes everyday with his children.
Even so, mounting medical and house-
hold bills have put Rich’s family on thin
ice going into the holiday season.

On Oct. 24, Gilmour Ford paid for a
live radio broadcast from their showroom
and offered to donate $50 for every new
car test drive. According to Doug
Gilmour, the event raised over $500.

On Nov. 7, local attorney Bill Cobb
and Tim Casa (fellow parents from Bar-
net School) coordinated a walk and pic-
nic at the Rotary Pavilion in Leonard
Park. With support from New Beginnings
Church, the walk raised over $4,500 from
donations.

On Nov. 14, Jackie Gilmour coordi-

nated a benefit party at the St. Johnsbury
Elks Club. The lodge donated the space;
Gilmour Ford and Wells River Chevrolet
paid for food and music and local mer-
chants and New Beginnings Church pro-
vided gifts for the silent auction. By the
end of the night, over $7,000 was raised.

Altogether, more than $12,000 has
been raised to help Rich during the holi-
day season. This generosity is even more
impressive in light of the struggles of or-
dinary people and small businesses dur-
ing tough economic times.

We have always been lucky in this
community to have people and businesses
that are socially responsible and legiti-
mately care about the communities they
live and do business in. We are also lucky
to have individuals who are willing to do-
nate their time to organize these types of
events.

At one of the events, Rich told every-
one that he never realized how many
friends he had. He also told them he
would do anything for them once he got
back on his feet.

We would would also like to thank all
those who helped organize the benefits
and, of course, those who supported the
cause. Their efforts helped a local family
during the holiday season and that’s what
makes our community special. It’s a col-
lection of average people willing to to do
extraordinary things for perfect strangers.

Now that’s a holiday story worth
telling.
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President Lincoln shows off his strength, Barnet residents rally in support

W.H. Story and St. Johnsbury’s grand list reaches $24,000

The North Star

“WHERE LIBERTY DWELLS THERE IS MY COUNTRY”

1807-1889
Est. by Ebenezer Eaton
Danville, Vermont

THE NORTH STAR

December 13, 1878

Remarkable Brains - A Con-
federate soldier, during one of the
late battles of the Civil War, was
struck in the head by a Minnie ball
which passed through the skull.
The surgeons were afraid to probe
the wound in search of it and left
the man to die. Over time, the
man recovered, but he had lost his
reason and was sent to an insane
asylum in Stanton, Va., where he
remained for 11 years. At length
Dr. Fauntleroy was given permis-
sion by the asylum and friends of
the man to make a surgical exami-
nation of the head with the hope
of finding the ball. He was suc-
cessful and found the ball imbed-
ded on the inside of the skull and
pushing against the brain. Unable
to extract it with any tool on hand,
he took a chisel and mortised it
out. As soon as the ball was re-
moved, reason resumed its control,
and the deranged man was in his
right mind. He told the doctor he
was not aware of anything that hap-

pened over the past 11 years. In
fact, he could remember nothing
that happened between when he
was shot on the battlefield and
when the ball was removed.

Fire in Hardwick - We learn
that last Saturday, ].W. Bailey’s
woolen factory was completely de-
stroyed by fire. We have no partic-
ulars.

School tuition - At a recent
meeting of the trustees of Phillips
Academy and the prudential com-
mittee of Danville Graded School,
it was voted that all scholars at-
tending the winter term of said
school who are not residents of the
district be required to pay tuition
as follows: for higher departments,
$2.50; for the primary, $1.50.

Good porkers - Jacob Var-
num, of this village, has killed two
pigs that were seven months old,
which dressed respectively at 403
and 374 pounds, William Eaton of
this village also had a seventh-
month-old that dressed at 372

pounds.

December 20, 1878

President’s muscle - Few were
aware of the physical strength pos-
sessed by Mr. Lincoln. In muscular
power, he was one in a thousand.
One morning, while he was sitting
on deck, he saw an axe in a socket
on the bulwarks. Taking it up, he
held it at arm’s length between his
middle and forefinger for several
minutes. Many sailors on board
tried to imitate him but they could
not. Mr. Lincoln said he could do
this when he was eight years old
and since then, he had never seen

a day when he could not. It oc-
curred to me, when reading the de-
tails of the plot which terminated
in the death of the President, that
his abduction, which was at one
time proposed by the conspirators,
would have resulted very disas-
trously for those who should have
the temerity to undertake it.

Slave’s devotion - There were
two sides to even the story of slav-
ery. The Northern people knew lit-
tle of the strong, warm relations
existing between a kind faithful
master (and there were many in
that class) and the slaves who had
been part of his family for genera-
tions. On the part of the slaves,
too, the sense of loyalty led often
to acts of selfsacrifice, finely
human and noble. Old Elsie be-
longed to a family who lived on the
southern bank of the Ohio. She
was told many times that she
needed only to cross the river and
she would be free. She responded
that no member of her family had
ever disgraced themselves by run-
ning away. When emancipation
was declared, she refused to be de-
clared free and died shortly after.
At her request, she was buried at
the feet of her master.

A great storm - The great rain
storm last week was very extensive
and very destructive to property,
also causing some loss of life. It was
almost unprecedented for the sea-
son this time of year. It prevailed
all over New England. The mail
was so interrupted and telegraphic
communication so delayed that de-
tails of the storm were not available
until a few days ago. The Bradford

Opinion reports, The reports from
Maine and New Hampshire indi-
cate that the rains have produced
the most disastrous freshets that
have occurred for many years. In
the fall the rise of the mountain
streams, which are tributaries to
the Connecticut, Merrimack, Pis-
cataqua, Saco, Androscoggin and
Kennebec Rivers, resulted in great
loss of property. There hasn’t been
an event like this since the storm
of 1869.

Divorce - Those of our readers
who don’t have the statutes of Ver-
mont present in their hand will be
glad to know in what respects the
new divorce law differs from the
old one. In the old law, it was
enough for the one party seeking
divorce to have lived in the state
for two years and in the country
for one year before petition. In the
new law, both parties must live in
the state for one full year before pe-
tition.

Christmas - The ladies of this
town are making arrangements for
a Christmas entertainment at the
Town Hall in this village. The pro-
gram will consist of singing, plays,
Christmas trees and an oyster sup-
per. The Danville cornet band will
also be performing. In West
Danville, there will be a Christmas
tree at Farrington Hall on Christ-
mas Eve. The young people will
play the temperance play of “The
Little Brown Jug.” All are invited.

Barnet Fire - The case of the
recent destruction of W.H. Story’s
peg mill still remains a mystery.
The mill has just been fitted up
and ready to begin work as soon as

wood could be drawn on snow. It
was to employ 24 hands when at
full force, and several poor families
have been thrown out of work for
the winter. The building and ma-
chinery was insured for $3,600,
but little was saved. Mr. Story has
made many friends since he came
to Barnet, and several hundred
dollars has already been pledged to
try and convince him to rebuild.

The Latest - The latest and
probably correct report about the
mysterious disappearance of Abner
Holmes, Jr., formerly of Concord,
is that he has eloped with a pre-
possessing widow, taking along
$250 of his employer’s money. For
six weeks in August and Septem-
ber, Mrs. Gilchrist, age 41, who
makes her home in Townsend with
her children, was engaged as
housekeeper in Holmes’ family, his
wife being in ill health and absent,
and the elopement was then
planned. The parties have met
clandestinely since then and are
supposed to have gone to Califor-
nia.

Grand List - St. Johnsbury re-
ports that this year’s grand list to-
tals $24,525.

December 27, 1878

North Danville - George Sias
has bought of Joseph Tusant the
sugar place known as the I.P. Pope
sugar place, containing 11 acres.
The price paid was $600. This
saves 500 trees from the wood-
man’s axe and Mr. Sias’ building

from the North West winds.
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The giving season

Delivering On A Promise

Propane * Heating Qil ¢ Diesel
Heating Equipment Installations

189 Railroad St., St. Johnsbury, VT
(802) 748-8934 or 1-800-222-9276

By ISOBEL P. SWARTZ

y mother was a great gift giver.
MShe reserved two special bu-

reau drawers for gift giving.
One was named the “Present Drawer,”
- it smelled of scented soaps. The other
was a drawer that contained wrapping
paper of all kinds.

When I was a small child in England in World
War II, Christmas preparations began in autumn.
Sugar, spices and dried fruits were saved, a little
at a time during the year, using small portions of
the monthly ration coupons for sugar and sweet
items. These were combined into the famous
English Christmas puddings, and mincemeat for
spicy, sweet pies. I didn’t like Christmas pudding
very much so this preparation was lost on me,
but what I really enjoyed was watching my
mother wrap Christmas presents.

The Present Drawer was pulled out and
placed on the kitchen table. The contents had
been accumulated over a whole year of saving

burn fingers. The sealing wax dripped like blood
onto the knots of string, hardening immediately,
preventing them from slipping.

These preparations, impressed on my mind
so long ago, have had a profound impact on how
I feel about gift giving. Some of those feelings
make me very uncomfortable at Christmas time.

Gift-giving often seems so abundant, yet di-
minished and impersonal, because children es-
pecially are overwhelmed by receiving so many
gifts. I sound like Scrooge, but sometimes I do
feel like less is more.

I like to give gifts that are specially selected
for a particular person, gifts that mean some-
thing to the recipient, a kind of bond between
us. That is the kind of giving where one can
truly say “it is greater to give than to receive.” 1
am sure this is how my mother felt.

I wish I had the self-discipline to do what my
mother used to do, and buy items throughout
the year when I see the perfect gift for a partic-
ular person. I know people who do this and ad-

| wish |1 had the self-discipline to do what my
mother used to do, and buy items throughout the
year when | see the perfect gift for a particular per-
son. | know people who do this and admire them.
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mire them It may work fine for adults, but
children’s interests and abilities change so much
through the year that it is almost impossible to
plan ahead.

The marketers of children’s toys have made a
fine art of trend-setting, so now we cater to that

and purchasing. Hach gift was chosen carefully
and personally with a particular recipient in
mind. Nothing large or expensive, but things
that that were useful, pretty and very special —
scented soaps, boxed sets of handkerchiefs,
hand- knitted gloves with angora backs and plain
fronts, embroidered tablecloths and notepaper
— were some examples. A small Christmas pud-
ding and jar of jam or canned fruit would be in-
cluded for those special neighbors and relatives
whose needs were great.

What I enjoyed the most was watching the
packing process. The wrapping paper drawer re-
placed the Present Drawer, on the kitchen table.
Luxuries like Christmas lights, tree decorations
and fancy paper were not available during
wartime. The gift paper was not new but had
been recycled several times already. Its creases
wetre smoothed with an iron and then it was
carefully stored. Plastic packing tape had not yet
been invented so everything was tied with twine
or ribbon.

The final wrapping for the gifts that were to
be mailed was brown paper saved from the
weekly laundry delivery. This was the best wrap-
ping paper I have ever used, strong and smooth.
The final part was the string, artfully tied with
several turns around larger packages, knots
wherever string crossed string, and sealing wax
for larger parcels. This was really exciting! The
wax was usually red, in hard sticks, and had to
be melted using a lighted wax taper so as not to

market. Television and mass marketing fascinate
children even though the actual toys, after the

initial moment of enthusiastic ownership, may
have little to offer in long term enjoyment. But

bucking marketing trends can render a carefully

chosen alternate gift meaningless In many ways
this has made gift giving impersonal and I regret
that. I think that it adds to the let down that so
many people experience after Christmas. Should-
n’t everyone in the family be happier after they
have received so many gifts?
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‘ 418 Railroad Street, St. Johnsbury, VT
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13+ Years Experience Vo

I have noticed that there is much discussion
in the media about gift giving because of the
current economic situation. Many people are be-
moaning the fact that they are not able to buy
everything in sight.

Some are advocating a return to simpler
things, homemade items and fewer gifts, or
things that people really need. For me this
sounds great, but I am not a small child who has
grown accustomed to quantity being essential to
successful Holiday gift receiving! I think that if
we really thought about the recipients of our
gifts, their interests and needs, and for children,
their ages and abilities, we might all have a de-
lightful, stress-free time, and a lot less trash to
dispose of after the Big Day.
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By JouN DOwNS

he heart of a nine-year—old boy

can be broken as completely and

permanently as the heart of a ma-
ture man.

My first ride on a horse, while vacationing in
Maine, was unsettling, and I decided to get off
without consulting the animal. When the lumber-
ing giant started a slow trot, I slipped off his rump,
expecting a soft landing. Unfortunately my left
elbow landed on a rough rock as I tried to cushion
my fall. The elbow was broken in several places.

My life was drastically changed for months to
come. After a lengthy operation, my arm was
placed in a cast that held the elbow at a 90-degree
angle. In 1928 the doctors didn’t trust me to cope
satisfactorily if given my freedom, so I was kept
bedridden in the hospital for about five weeks.

The hospital staff was considerate, and my
mother drove a 40-mile round trip every day to
visit me for an hour. But I still cried myself to
sleep each night for about two weeks, feeling de-
spondent and abused by the enforced idleness.

And then one day everything changed. A tall,
attractive brunette nurse, with a warm smile and
cajoling sense of humor, came into my life. The
first time this glamorous eighteen-year-old vision
kissed me goodnight, I went to sleep quickly and
blissfully.

It was love at first sight. I didn’t care whether
my mother came to see me again or not. As long
as my love poked her head in my room a few times
a day — and kissed me goodnight when tucking me
in bed — my days were complete and happy. I en-
joyed the hospital routine and became a model pa-
tient. More importantly, I decided to become a
doctor, and the urge stayed with me until my fresh-
man year in college.

But towards the end of my hospital stay, I was
devastated. One morning my love came in - apolo-
getic and subdued - and told me that she wouldn’t
be seeing me anymore. She was getting married
and was going off on her honeymoon.

I was old enough and wise enough to under-
stand the significance of her words. There would
be no more handholding, no more good night
kisses, and most importantly, no marriage for us in
a few years.

Again I became a rambunctious, irritable pa-
tient and clamored to go home. My mother was
once more a welcome necessity in my life. When 1
went home a few days later, I never wanted to see
the hospital again.

But the memories of my first love would not
go away. The next summer I asked to stay in the
hospital again.

A holiday worth having

Greensboro Free Library
53 Wilson St., Greensboro, VT
802-533-2531

Winter Hours:

Tuesday 10 am - 7 pm
Thursday 10 am - 5:30 pm
Friday 10 am - 5:30 pm
Saturday 10 am - 2 pm
Sunday 11:30 am - 12:30 pm

David Toll, M.D.

Pediatrics

1394 Main Street
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
(802) 748-2348
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW

ERNEST TOBIAS BALIVET
JUDITH A. SALAMANDRA CORSO

BYVAN PARKER

y the time you get this issue of the North

Star, another Thanksgiving will have come
and gone. Thanksgiving is an unadorned sort
of holiday, focused largely on food and entirely
on giving thanks. Whether served ata home, a
restaurant, a shelter or some other setting,
Thanksgiving dinner is always a time to count
blessings. A friend of mine recently cited a poll
that named Thanksgiving as the “happiest hol-
iday”” Why is this? Here are a few thoughts.
Perhaps you can add yours.

Thanksgiving comes without a dollar sign. It is
probably the least commercialized of any of the hol-
idays. It costs something to put a big meal together,
but even that expense is often shared. Someone buys
(or shoots) a turkey; someone else brings mashed po-
tatoes. I’m not trying to dismiss the sending of cards.
We send quite a few ourselves, but even the Hallmark
people haven’t made significant inroads into our
Thanksgiving celebrations. When we sit down to eat
on Thanksgiving we are reminded that “the best
things in life are free.”

Thanksgiving includes everyone. I really love
Christmas, even though I dislike the commercialism
that hovers around it. Christmas has a great deal of
meaning in my religious tradition. It’s a wonderful
holiday. But it makes me sad that Christmas is a dif-
ficult time for many people. They feel out of it and
vaguely depressed when they are supposed to be
happy. Nor does it include those of other faiths.

Some of our Jewish friends take advantage of the
holiday season to get away from all the Christmas
hype. Others volunteer to work on Christmas day so
their Christian friends can be at home with their fam-
ilies. Thanksgiving, however, embraces people of all
religious traditions and of none, including those who
“thank their lucky stars” or good karma or whatever.

Thanksgiving reminds us of things we casily for-
get. Our day-by-day interactions are not always trou-
ble free. People get irritated with those closest to
them, whether family members, work associates or
even old friends. A telemarketer who won’t take no
for an answer tests my patience. The national politi-
cal atmosphere has been pretty toxic lately. Civility
has taken a hit. People in public life absorb more than
alittle flack. Then, whether we’re ready for it or not,
another Thanksgiving arrives. This holiday (by the
way, holiday derives from holy day) comes in all its
down home simplicity. If we’re lucky it helps us to
separate the forest from the trees, at least for a little
while. Probably that telemarketer is grateful just to
have a job. It’s possible our irritation with a friend or
family member is at least half our fault.

Let’s hope, at least for now, that Thanksgiving
stays as it is, the sort of day when we can eat (perhaps
overeat), not worry about how much we’re spending
and, in the midst of everything, become more aware
of just how much we’ve been given.

I'wish all North Star readers belated good wishes
on this “happiest of all holidays.”

Life changes. Make sure your insurance keeps up.

The road from “single with no worries” to “married with
three kids, two cars, a house and a growing business”is
shorter than you think. With each of life’s milestones comes
new responsibilities, and Sawyer & Ritchie can help make
sure your insurance meets your changing needs. From
home to auto, life, commercial and more, we'll be there with
the coverage you need.No matter what life brings you.

198 Route 2
John Blackmore : W.Danville, VT
George Coppenrath SAWYER P.O.Box 196
Sam Kempton 802-684-3411
P RITCHIE nwjinsurance.com

INSURANCE
A DIVISION OF NOYLE W. JOHNSON, INC.

@NVILLE GREEN + DANVILLE, VT * (802) 684-36@

SEASONS
“PGREETINGS £

FOR ALL YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!
Near the southern shore of

Caspian Lake in Greensboro village.
S I ORE OPEN: Mon. - Fri.7-5:30 ¢ Sat. & Sun. 8-5:30

Phone: 802.583.2621 Toll free: 866.945.5397  Fax: 802.533.2293

How much does it

cost to heat your

Geothermal
(___J Saves

Fuel QOil
Kerosene
Propane
Natural Gas

Electricity.
GEOTHERMAL
Wood (green)
Pellets

Geothermal Heating
provides space heating by
taking thermal energy from

groundwater with a heat pump. * Comparisons per million BTUs by VT

DPS Feb. 2009

For analysis, costs and benefits for your home, contact Jim Ashley:

Green Mountain Geothermal LLC
PO Box 222 W. Danville VT 05873
(802) 684-3491 www.vermontgeo.com
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.. Greetings of the Season

to all our
loyal customers and
their families.
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new digital Canon Rebel XS.

By SHARON LAKEY

ost people who are connected to

‘ \ / I Danville in one way or another will
have run into George Cahoon's

work. His photographs have appeared in
Vermont Life, on a variety of local calendars

and exhibited at many nearby craft shows.
His iconic photo of Danville, shot from Di-

ABOVE: Danville, behind Beattie's farm with Cow Hill in the background. This is one of
George's iconic pictures that appeared inVermont Life. LEFT: George stands in his backyard,
strapped with his three favorite cameras: his workhorse, Canon Rebel with a 100-300 lens
loaded with slide film, his Olympus is50 with a 28-200 lens loaded with negative film, and his

The work of Danville photographer George
Cahoon to be celebrated

amond Hill, also graces the cover of Village
in the hills, a history of Danville, Vermont.
Subjects for him have run the gamut, but he
says “for the most part, they are scenic.”
On January 17, an exhibition of his life's work be-
hind the camera will be held at the Danville Historical
House. “The opening of the exhibit will be held from
11:00-2:00,” said Mary Priot, President of the Danville

Amish Made | """ ="

—

% corner

of

Furniture * Quilts * Nonperishable Food ltems U WC]U@ : 3 route 2
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stop by and see katie at the corner of route 2 and Hill Street in Danville VT- 802.684.9900
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LEFT: Catherine and Harold Beattie, Danville Citizens of the Year. RIGHT: A photo of antique farm machinery.

Historical Society, “and will be up
through Valentine's Day.”” In the
planning stages are a reception,
multimedia presentation and pho-
tos lining the walls for close-up
viewing, ‘“Pieces will also be avail-
able for purchase,” said Mary,
knowing that many of the photos
will connect the viewer to precious
and personal images from their
past.

George's photography career
began humbly with a need to
record his surroundings. “My fam-
ily was always artistic,” he says. And
that got him into a little Kodak in
the mid-fifties. From there he grad-
uated to his first SLR (single lens re-
flex 35mm) where he much more
impressed with the resulting im-
ages. “I traded that one in on my
first Rebel Canon and started sell-

L —

ing a few of those shots.” Fifty
years later, he has accumulated
25,000+ images that are stored in
two rooms, neatly stacked and la-
beled. Most of the images were
recorded around Danville.
Wanting to get a sense of the
work that will be on exhibit, Mary
and I looked through some of the
proposed images stacked on a table
at the Danville Historical House. As
we leafed through them (many of
them of well-known local farms),
we wondered at George's perspec-
tive. “Look here,” said Mary, hold-
ing up one of the old George Swett
farm. “Where was he standing to
get that shot?” And it was difficult
to determine, because it was not
pictured from the usual angle one
would have experienced from the
road. As we continued through the

to all our valued customers & friends

Barnet
Village Store

Full Line of Groceries & Deli
Subs « Pizzas  Fried Foods
Fresh Cut Meats
Store Baked goods
Ready-to-go-Meals
VT Lottery « DVD Rentals
Hunting/Fishing Licenses
90 Monument Circle
Barnet, VT 05821

West Barnet
Quick Stop

Full Line of Groceries & Deli
Subs  Pizzas  Fried Foods
VT Lottery « DVD Rentals

Hardware « Fresh Cut Flowers
Balloons « Gasoline Pumps

Hunting/Fishing Licenses
Big Game Weigh Station
113 West Main St.
Barnet, VT 05821

stack, we noticed that all of the
shots were like this. George had
captured the farms as they lay in the
landscape from an unusual per-
spective. “He always took a ladder
with him.”” mused Mary.

Earlier, George and I had spo-
ken of perception when we looked
at his most famous picture of

www.northstarmonthly.com DECEMBER 2009 7

Danville.

In the photo, Cow Hill sits
squarely behind the village. From
our daily experience, driving to and
through Danville, the mountain is
more to the south. But George
changed our perspective in that
photo, too. One can imagine him
trudging through a field with his

cameras and ladder on that clear
blue day.

There he found the perfect spot
on Diamond Hill to fill the frame

and tweak our understanding of
how the town fits into the land-
scape. It is subtle but full of inten-
tion.

Thertin lies the artist's gift to us.
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ORTHOPAEDICS  ORTHOPAEDICS
802 748-7488 802 748-5361

OBSTETRICS/
GYNECOLOGY

802 748-7300

OBSTETRICS/
GYNECOLOGY

802 748-7300

OBSTETRICS/

GYNECOLOGY
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Danielson, po Danielson, MD
GENERAL SURGERY GENERAL SURGERY
802 748-2984 802 748-2984

802 748-7322

surgical procedures in
our community.

Martin Krista Stephen Robert Deane
Walko, MD Haight, MD Phipps, MD Jauch, MD Rankin, MD
GENERAL SURGERY OPHTHALMOLOGY OPHTHALMOLOGY OTOLARYNGOLOGY OTOLARYNGOLOGY

802 748-8126

802 748-8126

802 748-5126
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603 444-2450

Denis Craig
Lamontagne, DPM Schein, DPM

NVRH continues to

grow to meet the vast

majority of thet r.1eeds Russell

of people requiring Sarver, MD
UROLOGY

802 748-7382

PODIATRY PODIATRY
802 748-1918 802 748-9400

802-633-2302 About 1 m. from Harvey’s Lake Our team of surgeons handle over 3200 cases each year. 93% are
done as outpatient procedures and many are minimally invasive —

allowing patients to return to the comfort of home more quickly.

26

Catamount Arts

<<November Films>>

»The Invention of Lying/Big Fan (12/4 - 12/10)
»Earth Days/TBA (12/11 - 12/17)

»Tetro/TBA (12/18 - 12/13)

»No Screening/Happy Holidays (12/24 - 12/25)
»Soul Power/TBA (12/26 - 12/31)

<<Live Performances>>

»SAT.5: Cabaret Music Series - Jennings & Ponder, 8 p.m.
»SUN.6: Jazz on Sunday Afternoon, 4 p.m.

»SAT.19: JMet Live - Tales of Hoffman, 1 p.m.

»Sun.20: Met Encore - Tales of Hoffman, 1 p.m.

»SAT.26: Cabaret Music Series - Erika Dreisbach, 8 p.m.
»THURS.31: First Night Celebration.

<<Special Events>>

»SAT.5: Bob Manning Lecture, “Van Gogh & Gaugin: The
Odd Couple,” 3 p.m.

»SUN.20: Scott Beck Lecture, “The Art of Bok Buying,” 3 p.m.
<<In the Gallery>>
»Thea Storz and the Kirby Quilters
Your Community Arts Center! (@A_\ :\_
www.catamountarts.org

115 Eastern Ave., St. Johnsbury, Vermont - Toll Free 1 888-757-5559

Surgical services
at NVRH include:

ORTHOPAEDICS

* Sports injuries

* Hand surgery, including
carpal tunnel release
Bunion surgery
Hammertoe correction
Diabetic foot care
Congenital & post traumatic
foot & ankle problems
Total joint replacement
Revision total joint
replacement

GYNECOLOGY

* Laparoscopic hysterectomy
* Endometrial ablation

* Tubal ligation

* Prolapse surgery

* Vaginal hysterectomy

GENERAL SURGERY

* Colonoscopy
* Laparoscopic gall bladder

Surgical Services| NVRH

morejonline

nvrh.org

HOSPITAL DRIVE, ST. JOHNSBURY | 802 748-

& hernia repair * Wound management
* Upper endoscopy * Foot reconstruction
* Breast cancer * Sports medicine
¢ Colon cancer * Neuroma excision
* Skin cancer/melanoma * Plantar fascial release
We treat you like family =,

NORTHEASTERN VERMONT REGIONAL HOSPITAL

OPHTHALMOLOGY
¢ Cataracts

* Retina laser

e Glaucoma laser

OTOLARYNGOLOGY

* Tonsils

* Sinus surgery

* Ear tubes

* Gland surgery

* Thyroid surgery

* Ear, head, neck & throat surgery

UROLOGY

* Kidney stones

* Enlarged prostate

* Incontinence

* Erectile dysfunction

* Cancer of prostate, bladder,
kidney & testicles

* Vasectomy

* Urinary infections

PODIATRY
* Bunionectomies
* Hammertoe repair

=)
Wy
-2

ar

8141 | WWW.NVRH.ORG
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FollowtheMoney

THE PIE IN THE SKY
ECONOMIC FORECAST

BY RACHEL SIEGEL

nyone and everyone who

has been within a limited
radius of any amount of
money has been publishing,
commenting, editorializing,
blogging, bloviating, opining,
weighing in, and sounding
off on our financial crisis.
There are all sorts of theories
as to why it happened, what
should be done, and what will
happen.

In the spirit of the thanks just
given and a new year just ahead,
let us pause to admire a few silver
linings.

Household debt has been re-
duced. That happened the hard
way, that is, by people losing
mortgage
financed—but credit card bal-
ances are genuinely down. Unso-
licited credit card offers are
definitely down; the marketing of
debt as dish soap—cheap and

necessary for proper household
management—is ovet, for now.

Executive pay has been ques-
tioned—although largely unaf-
fected—and executives shamed
and humiliated—although largely
unaffected—by the embarrassing
risks that they took unnecessarily
and by the trouble they caused
people who have had to leave or
return to the workforce, or delay
retirement, graduate  school,
health care, or families because
their investments were lost.

We are seriously discussing re-
regulation and consumer protec-
tion in the financial markets, in
recognition of their unique place
in personal security. We are speak-
ing of financial markets in terms
of moral imperatives for perhaps
the first time since Adam Smith
uttered both in the same sen-
tence. This will either protect in-
vestors or drive financiers to
innovate in order to find new,

HEALTH SAVINGS ACCOUNT

Y

more legal ways to earn their pay.

Housing prices are lower,
which only really benefits first-
time homebuyers who don’t have
to sell a home to buy a new one.
They now have to work to get a
mortgage, but when they do
they’ll be able to afford it. Ama-
teur speculators have been driven
out of the market—they can flip
burgers instead of houses.

Unemployment is up, but lots
more people are staying in or re-
turning to school, and when the
economy does turn around, they
will be more productive workers
as a result. We can always use
more productive workers.

Our national budget deficit
has increased so much that higher
taxes are a certainty at some point
in the future, but then, our better-
educated and more productive
workers will be better able to af-
ford them.

Our debt has grown, making

us more reliant on unfamiliar al-
liances with relatively new allies
like China, but it also makes us
too big to fail. Mutual depend-
ence has kept many a relationship
together, after all.

But sarcasm is cheaper than
even the dollar. There are a few
real silver linings, and if the na-
tional conversation continues
long enough, we may get around
to some serious discussions.

As a nation, we have gone
back and forth for centuries on
regulation and the “freedom” of
markets—and  of  personal
choices—within our social con-
text. We have argued about the
extent to which individuals
should be held responsible, and
the extent to which material com-
fort and security is an inalienable
right. We’re not likely to figure it
out now, but at least we are talking
about it again. At least we are ac-
knowledging that there is a moral
aspect to our financial behavior,
although we certainly don’t agree
on what that is or how it should
play out in our markets or our be-
havior, or that our individual
choices do happen in a social con-
text.

We have gained some per-
spective, perhaps, on what it
means to be financially secure or
sated, on what success means.
Perhaps it’s just temporary, but
maybe we will carry our financial

scars with us in a good way, fos-
tering less faith in debt and more
in savings, and focusing on less
materialistic but more material
concerns.

While faith in the ownership
society is too essential to our mat-
ket economy and perhaps to our
natures to disappear, maybe the
bubble society—where quick
asset turnover replaces real effort
as a means of gaining wealth—
will be discredited. Pethaps there
will be renewed respect for work-
ing, for labor, and for transparent
wages or salaries instead of
opaque bonuses based on manip-
ulated gains.

Maybe all those better edu-
cated, more productive workers
will come to believe that there are
better ways to innovate than to
focus on the next evolution of
derivative securities or to come up
with the next big bubble. Maybe
some of those brains, talents, and
energies will focus on reinvigo-
rating markets or lives with real
value.

Rachel S. Siegel, CEA, consults on
investment portfolio performance and
Strategy, and on accounting dilemmas.
She is a professor in the business ad-
ministration department at 1yndon
State College. “Follow the Money” has
been a regular feature in the Northstar
since 2001.
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Brian S. Ward offers Holistic Coaching and Medi-
tation Instruction in life transition as well as coach-
ing and counseling for tobacco cessation, weight
management, bereavement and caregiving. Private
insurance accepted, Medicaid accepted.

(802) 684-3636 or www.consciousconsultingandcoaching.com

Horizon’s Deli &

Convenience, Inc.

Bottle Redemption - Daily Lunch Specials -

Shawn M. Timson
Owner

652 Railroad St
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
802-748-5537 Phone
802-748-6791 Fax
horizonsdeli@myfairpoint.net

Lottery Tickets
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It’s year-end and you may be medical expenses. Passumpsic

thinking about the health insurance  Savings Bank is ready to work
plans you'll be making available to with you and your employees

your employees. on the Health Savings Account

solution. Call or stop by any branch

Many more employers who offer a
qualified high deductible plan are Ipeation for more detalls. ¢
now telling their employees about a
Health Savings Account (HSA), the

smart pre-tax alternative that helps

» Local Products
e Farm Fresh Produce %o
* Fresh Cut Meat Daily
 Full Line of Groceries
 Full-Service Deli
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HOLIDAY

Savings™ Bank
TURKEYS

Your Partner in Financial Success
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deductibles and save for future (800) 370-3196

Main Street in Cabot, Vermont
(802) 563-2438
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DECK THE HALLS BY LORNA QUIMBY

As I have written before,
we gitls didn’t play the
radio much when I was little,
nor did Maw. Dad was in
charge. He decided when we
listened and what station we
heard - when reception was
good. Batteries were expen-
sive. Hence we played the
radio only for the news or on
Saturday night. The sound of
Christmas music did not pour
out of the black box in our
living room.

We had the carols in our
school music books. We sang
lustily in whatever key we found.
The organ at the South Part
School wheezed as the teachet’s
feet pumped up and down. As
someone said about the hymns at
church, we dragged the carols
down the aisle and murdered
them.

We sang “Deck the halls with
boughs of holly,” and I wondered
what holly looked like. Some-
thing like balsam, I imagined.
“Good King Wenseless” (that’s
the pronunciation I heard) was
another favorite. 1 remember,
“We Three Kings of Orient Are”
clearly, for Deedee and James
Brock were the wise men. You're
not seeing things. There were only
four of us the last year at South
Part. Malcolm Johnson and I were
the audience, and that left only
two people to dramatize the three
kings. Enlarging our imaginations
was not part of the curriculum,
but circumstances encouraged
such development - not that I
needed much encouragement.

So we were not inundated
with Christmas music at home. I
dont remember heating music
while we shopped in St. Johns-
bury either. And, although my
eyesight was poor, my hearing was
not. You sang carols in church
and in school.

“The Night before Christ-
mas” had no part of our home
festivities. Deedee and I wrote let-
ters to Santa Claus back in No-
vember and gave them to Maw to
mail for us. They were long, beg-
ging letters that listed every item
we could find in the Sears Roe-
buck or Montgomery Ward cata-
logs. We didn’t worry about the
pawing and prancing of each little
hoof, for we didn’t expect Santa
Claus to slide down the stove pipe

into our furnace in the cellat.
Santa Claus decorated the tree
during Christmas Eve, but most
of the presents came from rela-
tives.

One Christmas, Patty got a
booklet called “Rudolph the Red-
nosed Reindeet.” At that time, 1
didn’t realize the parallels with
“The Night Before Christmas.” I
read it to Patty over and over.

“T’was the day before Christ-
mas and all through the hills,

The reindeer were playing en-
joying the spills,

While every so often they
paused to call names

At one little reindeer not al-
lowed in their games...”

There was no music and
singing involved.

When Deedee and 1 became
teenagers, things were easier as far
as money went. We listened to the
radio more, although Maw’s taste
in music and ours were far apart.
While we were in Lyndonville,
Bing Crosby introduced “White
Christmas.” We, of course, were
wallowing in snow and suffering
below-zero temperatures. How
we pitied anyone who was stuck
with palm trees and warm
weather! We had real Christmases!

We never sang “Jingle Bells”
as a Christmas song, How much
the school children now miss, the
ones who have to sing secular
songs for what is, for all its com-
mercialism, a religious holiday sea-
son. What the schools really need
is an old fashioned rousing athe-
istic carol that everyone can sing]
I admire the few schools that
choose, wisely 1 think, to be in-
clusive by singing songs from
every possible religion, denomi-
nation, and sect. We rob the chil-
dren of a rich musical heritage
when we do otherwise.

Christmas music has come a
long ways from its beginnings: the
folk songs that all enjoyed and
sang by rote - whether in merry
old England or the southern horn
of Aftica - and cantatas written
for cathedrals in Latin, French,
and German.

Now;, stores relentlessly play
carols throughout an ever-length-
ening period to part their cus-
tomers from their money, and
school children can’t sing them at
all!

And to all a good night!
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663 Old Center Road, St. Johnsbury, Vermont 05819 ﬁ
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Victorian Holiday: December 12

»Downtown merchants dressed
in Victotian attire.

»Horse drawn wagon rides on
Railroad Street from 11 a.m. -1
p.m.

»Santa will be at the Welcome
Center to make all children be-
lieve from 10-2 p.m.

»Stevens School will be sponsor-
ing an activity at the Welcome
Center for children to make gifts
for their parents, 10-2 p.m.

»A Victorian Tea will also be at
the Welcome Center from 10-2
p.m.

»Christmas trees will be for sale
outside the Welcome Centet.

»The Good Shepherd School
will be hosting a Christmas
Bazaar with crafts, vendors and a
raffle from 9-2 p.m., will have a
continental breakfast 9-11 a.m.,
and soup, etc for lunch.

»The Good Shepherd students
will be caroling all over town
with many stops.

»Uniquity will host Bill Tobin,
Harpist from 11-1 p.m., and
have a book signing with local
author, Reeve Lindburgh from
2-2:30 p.m. »Uniquity will also
be accepting donations for the
Santa Fund.

»The Athenaeum will be host-
ing an open house with a story-
teller to thrill the childtren from
3-4:30 p.m.

»Fairbanks Museum and Plane-
tarium will have a Victorian
Open House from 1-4 p.m.
Wreathing the Lions at 1:30
p.m., a Special Planetarium
Show. The Museum's elegant
main hall is decked for the sea-
son, and you can make crafts
for giving and for decorating ...
and for feeding birds outside!

»Weather permitting, there will
be ice skating at the Main
Street Park.

»SD Ireland will be on Main
Street showcasing their famous
lighted concrete truck.

»The Good Living Center at
the St Johnsbury House will be
hosting a white elephant sale
and cookie walk from 1-3 p.m..

»The first annual Light up the
Night 5k will start and end at
Arnold Park. Start time will be
5:15 pm.

»The Arnold Park tree will be
lit at 6:30 p.m. There will be
caroling and then mulled cider
and cookies on the porch of
Estabrook House on Main
Street.

»There will be a contest for the
merchant that shows the most
holiday spirit.

»There will also be the 4th an-
nual holiday lights celebration
award for the best residence,
best business and maybe best
street. The judging will be on
Dec. 12, with the announce-
ment on Dec. 18.

»Street vendors will be scat-
tered all around town.

“Keeping the North Country sweet for 48 years”
We would like to take this time to thank
our customers and to wish you and your families

a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Serving you since 1961

Merry Christmas
from our families to yours.

THE

CARPET CONNECTION

“Tor God so loved the
. world that He gave
His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes
in Him should not
perish, but have eter-
nal life.”

Amid all the rush
and excitement,
remember:
Jesus is the reason

for the season.

John 3:16
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The deep woods revisited

By BETS PARKER ALBRIGHT

Acouple of years ago, I
wrote an account of a
wonderful ride provided by
our tree-farmer son Steve
through the woods he has
been working for over thirty-
five years now up in North
Danville.

One day recently he stopped
in for a cup of coffee and a little
chat. He does this fairly fre-
quently as he goes by on his way
to the woods. As we sat at the
dining table, Steve said, “You
folks have an anniversary coming
up, don’t you? Well, I'd like to

take you on another tour in my
truck through the woods so that
you can see what the guys and 1
have been doing out there. 1
think you’ll be surprised at some
of what you’ll see.” We snapped
the offer right up, threw on our
jackets and off we went. 1love to
talk about our beloved farm,
which we turned over to Steve a
number of years ago, and here’s
another chance to do it!

Some people think that a tree
farm is just about selling Christ-
mas trees, but that is only a small
part of Steve’s work. He has a vi-
sion for the farm that has grown
out of his love of the land and his

soon would be there.

From recliners and sofas
lo rockers and beds we
even have financing to
ease your head.

With no interest, no payments
and one year to pay, you'll go

home with a smile and
shout hooraay!

Let Modern
Furniture and
Bedding decorate
your home, you'll
get great savings
and not have

to roam!

All of us here

wish you holiday
cheer and to all a

safe, happy and
prosperous new year!

The tags were hung from the furniture
with care with hopes that you

> was the month before Christmas and all
through the store Steve slashed prices so
£l you could save more.

UP TO
50%
OFF

HERE AT MODERN FURNITURE
AND MATTRESS SHOP WE HAVE

EVERYTHING YOU NEED ON SALE!

15-50% OFF

* RECLINERS

LIVING ROOM SETS
TABLES & CHAIRS
PICTURES & LAMPS

* BAR STOOLS * BUNK BEDS * DESKS

& MUCH, MUCH MORE!

FURNITURE

& MATTRESS SHOP

NOW IN TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:

Mon.-5ol. 8:30-6, Sun. 10-4

L. KinG .
1 JCRATTMASTER " [N s

et pommrny [ T
802-626-3273 VASIDE | 802-334-5616 K22

FURNITURE

4 Best— & Tempurreoic| =)

BERKLINE®

Across from Pick & Shovel

sense of what it is meant to be
and do. Of course, he knows
every bit of the farm, the major-
ity of which is forested. He has
created or restored a number of
roads through the woods, which
are necessaty for forest manage-
ment to be possible. All but the
roughest tracks are passable in his
aged pickup, which looks like a
refugee from a scrap yard, but
boasts a serviceable engine. It has
a broad but roughly-upholstered
front seat where you need to
dodge loops of wire coil poking
through from its innards.

It was a lovely autumn day
with a lot of color still in the
trees, despite the golden carpet of
leaves on the ground. We
bounced happily along — Steve al-
ways drives slowly anyway, so the
bounces weren’t too wrenching.
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Some of the woods we knew,
having walked it when we were
younger. But in some places his
newer roads led us into territory
we had not seen — not farther
from home than we had ever
been, just deeper into the woods
where eatlier there had not even
been a path to walk, let alone a
road.

Thetre was one road that we
did know, fairly high up, that sud-
denly turned unfamiliar, then
broke out into a clearing, reveal-
ing a breathtaking vista that we
had never encountered, looking
across to the Kittredge Hills, our
local mountain ridge. We mar-
veled at what Steve had achieved
there, knowing just where the
road should go and then putting it
there. We drove by other spots
where little collections of water
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Restaurant & Inn r’
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FRIDAY NIGHT SPECIAL

BREAKFAST
Tuesday - Saturday 7 - 10:45 a.m.

CASUAL DINING & LODGING

We would like to wish everyone a
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Chicken Pie Buffet.................. $9.95
Seatings are at 5:00 & 6:30 p.m. Dinner Reservations are suggested.

FuLLy LICENSED

SATURDAY NIGHT #
Smorgasboard................ $11.95 z

LuncH
Tuesday - Friday 11 am.-

1:00 p.m.

Main Street, Danville, Vermont / 802-684-3484 4
Steve A. Cobb, Owner & Justice of the Peace / Notary Public #
Weddings / Civil Unions / By appointment or by chance a

-
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Stebbins Bradley Harvey Miller & Brooks, PA
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reflected the brilliant sky.

Presently we came to an un-
expected sight. We entered a
good-sized clearing where one of
his “guys” was operating a giant
vehicle that was loading neatly-
trimmed logs onto a truck that
would carry them out of the
woods. Nearby sat a huge mound
of brush that Steve explained
would be reduced to chips and
carried away in a large van. The
result would be a well-managed
section of woods, left clean and
tidy. We thought, all this is invis-
ible to the outside world, but is so
essential to the art and science of
woodlot management.

After awhile, Steve moved us
along, as the light was beginning
to fade. We felt as though we had
traveled back in time to when
farmers and woodsmen of the
1810s worked much of the same
terrain, notwithstanding the man-
ifestations of modern technology
we had seen in operation.

Steve enjoys every hour he
spends on the land. This comes
from inside him, whether the day
is gorgeous or miserable. To him,
every season has a purpose, even
the winter, a time for planning
and dreaming. And every part of
the land has a purpose, which he
has devoted his life to discover-
ing. We dare to hope that many
other folks will enjoy these roads
and wooded vistas, whether living
out some dream of Steve’s or de-
veloping ones of their own.

A

Serving Clients Since 1946 in New Hampshire and Vermont

Hanover, New Hampshire e 603 643 3737
Norwich, Vermont ¢ 802 649 1200
St. Johnsbury, Vermont e 802 748 6367

www.stebbinsbradley.com



Woody on Words

New words arriving on Track 29

anguage is constantly

developing with the
addition of new words and
terms. Mostly these new
words reflect new ideas
and innovations.

These days I find my com-
fortable fading
slowly in the west as I take on
the teaching of two online uni-
versity courses. Once into the
new jobs, I encountered the
opposite of “online.” A course
that is not online is labeled
“F2E” a kind of portmanteau
acronym-plus-textese for “face

retirement

to face.”

Millions of new wotds in
thousands of fields of study
have followed the massive
takeover of our culture by
computers. But texting is a lit-
tle different. Not by any means
a field of study, texting is a
largely youthful phenomenon,
full of energetic inventiveness
and whimsy. And, it has pro-
duced a small revolution in
spelling. Many people have
tried, and failed, to simplify
and English
spelling. The texters may be
succeeding. They’ve already
come up with “C U L8ter” and
“IMHO” (in my humble opin-
ion). “Text” as a verb itself is a
new word, and it has given
birth to “texter.”” I guess the
past tense is “texted,” and the
adjective probably “texty” I
haven’t ever seen these words,
being an old codger, but I
won’t be surprised if they find
their way into the larger lan-
guage. In a few years, we could
be reading newspaper articles
that begin with the words “2da
th Eur Unn Ldrs Nownsd
Lekshns...”

Facebook is another con-

modernize

tributor to the newer language
forms, called “neologisms”
from the Greek for “new
words.” Facebook has pro-
vided a new definition for the
common word “friend,” and
by now I’ll bet most of us have
discovered the peculiar feeling
that accompanies the accept-
ance of one’s child or grand-
child as a “friend” on this
social network. My guess is
that the verb form “friended”
will develop, if it hasn’t al-

ready, and its past tense will
not be “befriended,” which
would
meaning of “friend” but prob-
ably just “friended,” as in “He
friended me, the other day so
now I get to read all his bloggy
(insignificant, said of emailed
reports on daily activities)
messages.

reflect the original

And of course everyone is
“googling” everything in sight.
And when you google some-
thing, up comes Wikipedia.
The first two syllables of this
portmanteau word, “wiki,” are
Hawaiian for “fast,” although
some have argued that it is an
acronym for “What I Know
Is....” Incidentally, I discov-
ered this by googling “wiki.”
Now, “wiki” is a general com-
puter term meaning an open
“website” to which anyone can
contribute. Web site is a new
word, and the “web” was
named because of its capacity
to allow users to join a net-
work  of  interconnected
points, like a spider web. For a
while the people who wrote
called
“weavers,” but I haven’t seen
this lately. It may not last. The
world of neologisms is highly
ephemeral.

Every field of endeavor
has new computer terminol-
ogy. Think of music — “pod-
cast,” “mp3,” “wind
controller,” “midi.” If you
don’t know what these words
mean, youre probably still

websites were

playing vinyl on mono and lis-
tening to Bing and Dean.
And your grandchildren won’t
understand that sentence. No
wonder there’s a generation
gap. If the language changes
any faster, we’ll need a transla-
tor for Thanksgiving Dinner.

A lot of neologisms have a
“hip” feel about them, and 1
guess that makes sense. New
is always hip. But, as any num-
ber of my retired friends will
tell you, hips are not always
new. Or if they are, they’re
made of some kind of mate-
rial that has a name you’ve
never heard of — like arthro-
polydidium, or genucarbonium
— and the surgery is done with
the aid of laseroptic tools, and,
oh yes, a wee hammer.

Steve Parker’s
Cut-Your-Own Fraser and Balsam

CHRISTMAS TREES

High Reach Farm
in North Danville

Saturdays and Sundays
between Thanksgiving
and December 20
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

All our trees are
100% organically grown!

SPECTACULAR TREES
AT A BARGAIN PRICE!
$25 - tabletops $10-$15
Plus FREE Brush
Follow the sighs
from either North Danville
or South Wheelock
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Home for the holidays

The Singers hope to have the
album available next fall.

The
Danville Congregational Church on
Thutsday Dec. 17. On Friday Dec
18, the same concert will be pre-
sented at St. Andrew’s Episcopal
Church in St. Johnsbury. Both con-
certs begin at 7:30 pm. Donations

they wish to have included in a
pending Christmas album.

Susan Terry, the director of the
group says, “People have been ask-

he Pumpkin Hill Singers
will join again with
Danville’s “Christmas on the
Green” to create special holiday
festivities for the area. This
year’s concert “Home for the
Holidays” will bring a delight-
ful mix of traditional, world,
and unique songs to the event.
The 16-member group will be
joined again this year by instru-
mentalists Jeff & Ellen Gold
and Dave Hare. These three
musicians have performed with
the Singers for over 10 years.
A special treat in this year’s con-
cert will be the addition of the tal-
ents of Bill Tobin, a well known
area harpist. Toby Balivet, a bass
with the group says, “We’re really
fortunate to have Bill joining us for
this concert. It’s going to add a lot
to have the harp performing with us |

on some of the songs along with
Stuart V. Corso, D.M.D.

our other musicians.”
GENERAL AND FAMILY DENTISTRY

Included in the repertoire is the
beautiful traditional song “Lo How
Holidays

a Rose.”” Also included are the more
Danville, V'l

first concert is at the

ing us for so long to do an album so
we are really excited now to be
pulling one together. We want to
have the right mix of songs so
there’s a little something for every-

2

one. are at the door.

“Your Clear Choice in Auto Glass Replacement”

Windshield World

“We Come to You”

+FREE COURTESY CAR OR MOBILE SERVICE
+INSURANCE APPROVED FOR DIRECT BILLING
*WRITTEN WARRANTY

+ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT SAFETY GLASS
+LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
BARRE 479-0666

HARDWICK 472-5554

WHITE RIVER JCT. 295-9903
NEWPORT 334-1348

GORHAM, NH 752-1414

DIAL TOLL FREE

800-639-0666

“PROMPT FRIENDLY SERVICE”

ST. JOHNSBURY
371 Memorial Drive ¢ 748-3310

contemporary, “I'll Be Home for
Christmas,” “The Most Wonderful
Time of The Year,” “Let It Snow.”
Adding rhyme and spice to the
evening is a new favorite of the
singers called, “Jamaican Noel” by
jazz composer Kirby Shaw. Follow-
ing the Calypso theme also is “The
Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy.”
This yeat’s program is special in
that the Singers are in the process
of selecting the compositions that

U

31 Mountain View Drive

(802) 684-1133
]

Are You Having Trouble Affording
the Prescription Drugs You Need?

Our Health Centers May Be Able to Help

Our offices offer discounts on many of the most common prescription drugs. This discount
is available to all our patients. In addition, for those with limited incomes, we apply an addi-
tional discount if you qualify for our sliding fee program. For more information, call for an
appointment.

Concord Health Center (802) 695-2512

Sarah Berrian, MD (Pediatric, Adult and Obstetrical Care)
Susan Taney, Nurse Practitioner (Adult Care)
Jeniane L. Daniels, Physician Assistant-Certified
Donna Ransmeier, Behavioral Health Counseling

Danville Health Center (802) 684-2275
Tim Tanner, MD (Pediatric and Adult Care)
Sharon Fine, MD (Pediatric and Adult Care)

Mariel Hess, Nurse Practitioner (Pediatric and Adult Care)
Jeniane L. Daniels, Physician Assistant-certified

Caledonia Internal Medicine (802) 748-5174

Frank Meierdiercks, MD (Internal Medicine)
Thomas Ziobrowski, MD (Internal Medicine)
Claudia Lee, MD (Internal Medicine)
Elaine Robinson, Nurse Practitioner
Betsy Fowler, Behavioral Health Counseling

St. Johnsbury Family Health Center (802) 748-5041

Dana Kraus, MD (Family Medicine and Obstetrical Care)
John Ajamie, MD (Family Medicine)
Cathleen Besch, Nurse Practitioner
Carey Brodzinski, Nurse Practitioner
Diane E. Matthews, Nurse Practitioner (Adult Care)
Betsy Fowler, Behavioral Health Counseling

These Health Centers are units of
Northern Counties Health Care, Inc. - established in 1976
to bring health services to those in need in the Northeast Kingdom.
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Then and now

John Downs at 90

By DONNA M. GARFIELD

John and Virginia Downs live
in Lyndon with a glorious view of
Burke Mountain and the White
Mountains. On the rainy October
morning I visited them, the view
was not as clear as usual, but in-
side their home it was warm and
inviting, Their 17-year old cat,
Lily, greeted me with enthusiasm
and then curled up in the extra
chair at the table. She dozed off
and on as we discussed the life of
John Henry Downs.

At 90 years of age on Nowv. 12,
John Downs is still full of energy
and plans for the future. He is a
husband, father, and grandfather;
writer; lecturer; and one of the
founding partners of Downs
Rachlin Martin PLL.C (DRM). He
was State’s Attorney from 1951—
1955, past president of the Ver-
mont Bar Association, past State
Chairman of the March of
Dimes, past state representative
for four years serving on the Ap-
propriations Committee and the
Ways and Means Committee; and
past member of many state-wide
and local groups. Most people
would be content with that.

Not John.

John was born in Arlington,
Massachusetts, the youngest of
four boys. He graduated from
Yale in 1941. While at Yale, he
earned money by selling men’s
toilet articles and typing papers

for people. John also attempted
boxing,

He remembers, “When it
came time for the first fight, the
opponent had cut his eye and
couldn’t box so I made it to the
semi-finals. The next boxer got
sick so I got into the finals with-
out lifting a glove. My opponent
was a good boxer and started hit-
ting me from the beginning. I
couldn’t do a thing, and finally the
referee stopped the fight in the
middle of the third round. T was
so mad and there were 2,500 peo-
ple in the audience, so I turned
and the only decent blow I landed
that night was on the referee’s
chin.”

The referee was Gerry Ford,
the future president of the United
States.

John’s parents had a summer
home in Maine. He spent every
summer there, and they were “in
many ways the happiest and most
fulfilling years of my life. There
were 14 families living around the
lake. The men were in the city
during the week.” John started a
mail route to the 14 families.

“It took me from about eight
in the morning until noontime. I
did that right up to the time I was
done college.”

During World War II, John
served in the Army and was sta-
tioned 35 miles from home at
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Camp Devens. After John devel-
oped serious kidney problems, he
was discharged from the Army in
early 1944.

John attempted to go to Har-
vard Business School but they
were not accepting civilians. He
was told, “Come back when the
war is over. Why don’t you go
across the street and check with
the law school?” John com-
mented, “I never thought of be-
coming a lawyer. My father was a
lawyer and not a very happy one,
so I was never encouraged to look
into law.”” However, John had to
do something with his life so he
applied to Harvard Law School.

After graduation, it was time
to find a job. John’s fourth cousin,
Fran, was martied to Sterry Wa-

-

terman, an attorney in St. Johns-
bury. While John was at Harvard,
Sterry said “I might have a job for
you.” In the middle of John’s
third year, he wrote to Sterry to
inquire about the job. Sterry took
the letter home to Fran and said
“What’s going on? I never offered
him a job.” Fran said, “I was
there, Sterry. You said you could
give him a job.” So after gradua-
tion, John moved to St. Johns-
bury. He and Sterry formed
Waterman & Downs in 1950.
Their office was at 33 Main
Street. Over time, it became evi-
dent there was not enough work
for both of them. However, when
Sterry was appointed a federal
judge, John took over the law
practice.
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St. Johnsbury, VT
Medical Arts Building,
1290 Hospital Drive
802-748-8126

Littleton, N.H

Littleton Regional Hospital,
580 St. Johnsbury Road

603-444-2484

Wwww.eyeassociatesnne.com

Virginia Campbell entered
John’s life. In 1950, she was visit-
ing her parents in Lyndonville
when a friend brought John to
meet her. John reminisces, “She
was sitting there with a nice red
dress on and blonde hair and was
quite an attractive girl.” They saw
cach other occasionally after that.
In April 1953, Virginia was writ-
ing for an in-house magazine in
New York City when she noticed
that John Downs had won $500
from the National Biscuit Com-
pany by coming up with an idea
to test the freshness of bread.
Virginia was intrigued and wrote
to John. He wrote back and asked
when she was coming home. She
came home Memorial Day and
John says, “things took off from
there.” John and Virginia married
on December 12, 1953. They
bought a house on Boynton Av-
enue in 1961.

John moved to Eastern Av-
enue and had an office on the sec-
Sullivan’s

ond floor

Furniture for a couple of years.

over

BROWN’S

NOW BOOKING
Holiday Parties

Catering Events

AUl

“BYOB”
RESTAURANT

in Groton Village, VT
Open every evening
except Monday
from 4:30 to 9 p.m.

“Local Food, Local Music
and Lots of Fun.”

RRESERVATIONS SUGGESTED




Dr. David Toll and John bought a
building at 95 Main Street in
1959. Dr. Toll used the first floor
for his medical practice, and John
used the second floot for his law
practice.

From 1955-1960 John prac-
ticed alone. He hired Robert
Rachlin in 1960 and Allen Martin
in 1968, thus forming DRM in
1969. Jim Gallagher was hired in
1970. There were four attorneys
and four secretaries using the sec-
ond floor at 95 Main Street. John
said, “Jim was in with the fax ma-
chine, with the library, and every-
thing in the same room.” It would
soon be time to make a change.

In 1961, John decided to run
for the legislature. He noted with
a sense of humor that, “No one
clse wanted the job so I got
elected.” He said, “There were 10
other young, active people at that
time and we became known as
the Young Turks”” The group
consisted of Franklin Billings,
Philip Hoff, Sanborn Partridge,
Richard Mallary, William J. Smith,
Anthony Farrell, Brian Hathorn,
Ernest Gibson, Dalton Mann,
Stan Lazarus, and John Downs.
“Young Turks” is a term used to
describe a group that wants to
upset the establishment by trying
to make changes. The group still
meets once a year to discuss the
world’s problems and reminisce
about the old days. John com-
mented he “would have liked to
have held higher offices, but it
didn’t work out.”

DRM bought the former St.
Johnsbury Hospital building on
Prospect Street in 1972. The third
flootr was sold to Dr. Fred Sil-
loway for his dental practice. John
remembers thinking, “How in the
wotld would we ever pay for it?”
Little did he know that one day
the little office he started would
become the largest law firm in the
state of Vermont.

In 1976, DRM opened an of-
fice in Burlington. Bob Rachlin
moved to the Burlington office
followed in 1980 by Allen Martin.

John and Virginia moved to
Burlington and for six years John
worked out of the Burlington of-
fice. They bought a home over-
looking Lake Champlain. “We

Uappy Uolidays

from all of us at :
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443 Railroad Street, Ste. 3
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Your Local Educational

and children’s wear and dance supplies.

Legos ¢ Bruder Trucks ¢ Groovy Girls

had a big sprawling view of the
lake,” Virginia said. At that time
they owned a yellow Buick sedan.
John added, “The lake froze and
people would drive out onto the
ice. So I drove over in front of
the house and twirled the car
around on the ice.” He did not tell
Virginia about it until afterward.

John retired in 1985. He and
Virginia returned to the North-
cast Kingdom and built their re-
tirement home in Lyndon.

John and Virginia have four
children. Barbara, the oldest, at-
tended Tufts and then lived in
New York City. They were very
excited when she directed a play
at the age of 18. John feels “she
would have become a fine direc-
tor of plays.” Barbara died in
2000. Margaret attended Harvard
College and Harvard Business
School. She is an independent
business consultant in New York
City with clients around the coun-
try. Peter graduated from
Ambherst. He owns a flooring
business in New York City. He is
married to Debra and they have
two children, Evan and Ava. Tom
graduated from Brown University
and is now an attorney at Patton
Boggs in Washington, D.C. He is
married to Jennifer and they have
two children, Rob and Joe.

In the 1980s John was one of
eight American lawyers spon-
sored by the Lawyers’” Alliance for
Nuclear Arms Control
(“LANAC”). They traveled to
Moscow and met with Russian at-
torneys to talk about arms con-
trol. The next year the Russian
attorneys traveled to Washington,
D.C. The two groups met from
1983-1990 and negotiated a doc-
ument that was distributed to the
U.S. Defense Department. John
feels his work with LANAC was
one of the most important things
he did in his career. He recently
donated all of his materials to
Lyndon State College.

Both John and Virginia are
writers. John has written two
books, “Negotiating with the
Russians on Nuclear Arms” and
a murder mystery called “Project:
Mutrder”. He sent the mystery to
publishers but it was never ac-

cepted. Recently, John self-pub-

and Fun Toy Store ...

Not to mention beautiful infant
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lished “Negotiating with the So-
viets on Nuclear Arms”, an ab-
breviated version of his first
book. John has also written for
The Caledonian-Record, The
North Star Monthly, and other
Vermont newspapers. Virginia
wrote for Vermont Life after they
got married and did free-lance
work for the Burlington Free
Press. She has written five books.
They renovated the garage at the
end of their house into an office
for John. Both have computers at
opposite ends of the house where
they can write and e-mail. John
says “Virginia is an excellent
writer and a very critical and de-
manding editor. I do the same for
her. Nothing leaves the house un-
less both of us look it ovet.”
When asked what they do to
maintain good health, John
replies that he always enjoyed
walking. He remembers skating at
the ice rink across from his office
at 95 Main Street during noon
hours. He and Virginia skied.
John feels a 30-minute nap every-
day would make people feel bet-
ter. He says, “Virginia does a
much better job of exercising
than I do. She does Tai Chi and
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takes an exercise class.” John says
he “has good intentions to exer-
cise. I know that I feel better
when I do.” He went to the Old
Mill for several years. Every year
on their anniversary, they try on
their wedding outfits and they still
fit.

John believes that his mother
influenced him the most growing
up and said, “She was nine when
her father died. She had no broth-
ers or sisters.”” Not many women
went to college in that era, but she
was admitted to Radcliffe and
graduated in 1909. She married
John’s father in 1910. His mother
was a school board member and
very active in arts and crafts such
as painting dishes and hooking
rugs. John still has some of the
plates that she painted.

One of John’s recent trips was
in 2005 when he traveled by train
across Siberia with Dick Boera,
Bob Swartz, and Dr. Tyke Miller.
They were the only Americans on
the trip. There were 60 passengers
from 13 countries. The train
moved at night and during the day
it would stop so they could visit
cities, museums, and cathedrals.

John currently spends a few

hours each week working in his
office at DRM. Although he no
longer practices law, he is cur-
rently working on his memoirs
and another book. His advice to
new lawyers is to “develop a legal
specialty, but make time for inter-
esting pro bono work, and poli-
tics if so inclined. Your
retirement years will be better for
it.” John also believes that “keep-
ing the brain active is a big part of
staying healthy in old age.”

What is their greatest joy in
living in Lyndon? Virginia said, “I
can drive past the house where 1
grew up. It feels good to be here.”
John added, “We like nothing bet-
ter than sitting in our back yard
looking at Burke Mountain and
the White Mountains. Just think
of our poor kids in New York
and Washington and here we have
‘heaven in our hands’.”

John and Virginia are not
planning any more trips at the
present time. As John says, “It’s
awfully nice right here. Retire-

ment is wonderful.”

DASHING THROUGH THE SNOW by Will Moses

Calendars @ Note Cards e Illustrated Books

Conservation Framing with UV-filtering glass & Artcare Mats & Boards
Dri-Mounting, Canvas & Embroidery Stretching

D-I-Y Framing Materials

The Framing Format & Gallery

485 Lafayette Street Saint Johnsbury, Vermont
800-699-3964 e 802-748-3964

www. framingformal. net

STRENGTH AND TRAINING EQUIPMENT « HORIZONTAL BICYCLES « TROTTER TREADMILL « INDOOR HEATEDIRPOOL
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Experience the Northeast Kingdom'’s
finest health & fitness center. Enjoy
state-of-the-art equipment,
heated pool, hot tub, sauna and spa-
cious locker rooms. Open 5 am. - 11
p-m., 365 days a year!

indoor

SINGLE
$150

FAMILY"

1 MONTH $300

3 MONTHS  $225  $375

$525

6 MONTHS e
$675

1YEAR

$375
$525

St. Johnsbury, Vermont
US ROUTE 5 SOUTH AT I-91 AND 1-93

302 748-1500

A230 NNS * YNNVS = 8Nl LOH * 438WITD HIVLS * 100d d31viH HOOANI * TTTNAVIEL 34311041 * S3T2AD18 TVLNOZIHO

*2 adults and 2 children
Other restrictions apply.
Inquire about membership for couples
or seniors. Call for details.

-
—
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Comfort
Inn & Suites —
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Christmas memories in Vermont

By TaAMMI ROGERS-D’LEON

It is getting that time of
year when I start thinking
about the holidays and re-
membering all the many
Christmas days I celebrated
with my family. I have been
born, raised and raised my
own in this state and so did
my parents and their parents
back at least five, six, ot seven
generations.

For each of us, our Christmas
memories blend into common
threads within our own genera-

tion and become part of the lore
that crosses the generational
boundaries as we ourselves grow
older.

When I was a kid, we always
went to my mother’s parents’
house for Christmas morning, We
had spent Christmas Eve at my
Dad’s parents’” house, and, as we
lived on a farm, were up ready
and raring to go despite the late
night. My dad drove a huge boat
of a car—VFord or Mercury—and
he drove it fast although the car
didn’t fly so much as it pulled. He
smelled crisply of Aqua-Velva

The North Danville Baptist Church

(ABC)

Worship and Sunday School

9:30
Fellowship Hour
10:20 AM

Pastor: The Rev. Bob Sargent
Handicapped accessible!

N Fine quality gifts for the holidays!

1| )
™
I Open Through
‘ DECEMBER

L ,J_'—I' Intersection of Rt. 2 & 15

Tues.-Sat. 9:30-6
Sunday 9:30-1
Closed on Mondays

West Danville, Vermont

www.joespondcrafts.com
(802) 684-2192

Dr. Richard Leven
Dr. Stephen Feltus
Dr. Andrew Ishak
Dr. Robin Vance-Ishak

the Gift of Sight

and smoke and he wore his fancy
zip-up leather boots.

My mom was fluffed and
powdered and plump and cozy.
Her cat’s-eye glasses had been
spit-polished. We children were in
our new, crinkly, stiff Christmas
baby  brother
squashed between my folks and
us three girls in the back.

The quiet thrum of the big
car and the vibration as I leaned
my head against the window
lulled me into daydreams. I gazed
in a stupor out the window at
bare tree limbs and snow-laden
firs whizzing by. My dad was a
back-road connoisseur and knew
each short-cut to get us there
faster.

“Steven!” admonished my
mother, “You’re going to take us
right off the road!” Her isotoner-
clad fingers clasped tightly the
doot handle.

“Gwawd. You worty too
much. Sand truck’s been out al-
ready!” He edged the speedome-
ter a tad as he pushed in the
cigarette lighter. He cracked the
window slightly and lit the Salem
100’ he always kept in his under-
shirt pocket.

“There’s the red door!” 1
squealed. I knew we were almost
there when the white and black
farmhouse with the red cellar
door appeared. Oh! What antici-
pation! And this was perfect
Christmas weather. A couple of
inches coated the evergreens and
enough lay on the ground to slide
the tiny hill behind my grandpar-
ent’s house. The car trunk was full
of gifts for my gram and grampa
and for Auntie, my funny, city-

clothes, my

savvy aunt up all the way from

this Holiday Season

Purchase a Gift Certificate
valued at $100 for only $75 or

Purchase a Gift Certificate for $50 and pay only $40.

Some restrictions apply. Offer Expires December 24, 2009

Optical Expressions

282 Berlin Mall Rd., Unit 4
802 223-2090

Berlin Mall

Green Mouniain Mall
US 5, St. Johnsbury Center

802 748-3536

Concord, New Hampshire!

Shortly after my announce-
ment we pulled up to the dandy
pink and white house. My grand-
mother waited, apron-clad, in the
doorway, the
steamed from whatever she was
preparing inside. “Welll” She
smiled, “I was wonderin’ when
youd make it.”

We tumbled out of the car
and squeezed past my gram in the
doorway. “Well, hello, you crazy
people!l” My aunt crowed from
behind a cloud of smoke. She
glowed in her mauve polyester
pantsuit with the white ruffled
blouse. We all shuffled about in
the doorway, shucking boots, hats,
gloves and coats. Trip after trip,
the menfolk tramped from the
trunk of the car to the tree with
gifts. We kids sneaked pickles and
fudge, chips, dip, cheeses, cookies,
breads and all the enticing appe-
tizers we could when we thought
no one was looking,

The parade was on TV. Legs
extended on footstools ot reclin-
ers, my dad and Gramp spoke lit-
tle. They occasionally sipped
amber liquid cooled with crystal
cubes from tumblers carefully set
on coasters. “Gwawd, the roads’re
terrible,” my gramp harrumphed.

“Ahyut. Town’s been out,
tho’.”

“Ahyut. They do a pretty good
job.”

“Comm’ over
Road’s not too bad.”
“That right?”

“Ahyut.” Sips a around. So it
went. My gramp smoked a pipe.
He was a big, big man with great
big hands he’d wrap around you
as you walked by and pat your
head. He was infinitely patient as
we’d dance or sing some childish
ditty over and over. He’d laugh a
lovely rumbling chuckle and you’d
feel ever so grand.

Christmas morning,

storm window

the North

“SO,

what’d you ask Santa for?” He’d
ask.

“A train!”

“Barbies!”

r Book Signing
December1le4p.m.

Local Author of
} “Errand Boy”

Don Bredes

GREEN MOUNTAIN BOOKS

Broad Street, Lyndonville, VT 05851
.- (802) 626-5051
- Open M-F 10-6

Annual Holiday Sale
December 4th, 5th & 6th

all books in stock

“A paint set!” We all answered
at once as he huffed out of his
seat.

“Well,” chuckle, chuckle, “I
guess it’s time to find out what
you got. What d’you say, Mum?”’
The women would turn as the sa-
cred space of kitchen reserved for
women’s business was invaded by
this Goliath and his booming
bass.

“Already? Well, alright. Just let
me turn down the potatoes and
get a bag for the bows.

“Tammi and Chris, you can
pass gifts.” Since we were newly
ordained readers, we were given
the task of playing Santa.

Gifts got passed out. We were
stopped at each passing so every-
one could see what everyone else
received. Each bow was carefully
saved and placed in a bag near my
gram. Paper was bagged and play-
fully tossed at each other until it
became obnoxious and parents
scolded us to stop. O0’s and ah’s
were shared liberally and “Really,
you spent too much!”
ally peppered the talk.

“Oh! Don’t open it now! It
has all kinds of small pieces!” My
mom squeaked to no avail as my
brother opened his new box of
Lincoln logs. My gram insisted
she’d save any pieces she found.

It didn’t take long until the un-
derside of the tree was empty.
The men grunted satisfactorily
and lumbered back to the living
room. The women began scurry-
ing around to “take up” the meal.
The turkey and ham were brought
steaming to the shelf where the
argument that persists to this day
ensued over who would carve
them - no one wanting the job!
The skin was tasted to make sure
it was done and we children stood
like birds on the petiphery hoping
for pieces to fall into our mouths

occasion-

like manna from heaven.

Now, the table was cleared of
appetizers and the leaves were
added in the middle. Now the
tablecloth with Santa and elves
dancing around the edge. Now

BN\

HOLIDAY HOURS:
Open Sundays
in December 11-4
Open every evening til 7
during the week
before Christmas

Sat 9-5




the plates and silver and cups.
Now the napkins with holly
leaves and red berries. Now the
cranberry-ginger ale drink in the
crystal pitcher. Now the meats
carved and streaming, and the
rolls wrapped in a towel smelling
of Downy, and onions swimming
in cream sauce and potatoes,
white and sweet colorfully dis-
played, and on and on until every
square inch of table was occupied
by something to eat and smelling
wonderful and steaming and oh!
To swoon at such a moment
would not be unexpected! Even
the adults were flabbergasted -
every year, year after year. It was
and is one of the wonders of
every family meal in our family.

And so we sat down to eat.
My gram and I would get edges
because we wete left handed. The
two men would get the ends. We
all seemed to have prescribed
seats always and I don’t ever re-
member them being assigned. We
just knew. Clatter and chatter en-
sued until we were all full to the
bursting point. The chairs slid
back from the table.

“Anyone for dessert?” my
grandmother would ask as all of
the adults exclaimed they couldn’t

eat anymore at the current time
even if they wanted to. So the
men refreshed their drinks and
ambled off to the comfort of the
living room and a football game
my father would swear at vehe-
mently grandfather
wouldn’t watch. They both soon
fell asleep anyway, the drinks
warming, unconsumed, on coast-

and my

ers.

In the kitchen, the women
bustled around putting food in
containers and filling the hot,
soapy water in the sink with dirty
dishes. Conversation went on re-
garding who would take what
home and how everything was
going to fit in the car. Sometimes
we girls were called upon to dry
the dishes, but more often we
were shooed out of the small
kitchen-dining room and told to
“Go and play, now! You're right
underfoot.” We were grateful, we
bundled into our snow pants and
skidoo boots and our snorkel
jackets and mittens and hoped
Gramp was still awake so he
could get out the flying saucers.

Outside, one of us would go
first to make a trail that would
curve down the slope and not run
us into the neighbor’s house. This

We Offer:

» Seafood

» Steaks

* Chicken

* Sandwiches
* Kid’s Menu

« Vegetarian ltems <%

HOME OF THE 50 ITEM
SALAD BAR

Warners
Gallery
Restaurant

Tues - Sat 5-9 « Sun 11-8

Sunday Brunch 11-2

2284 Route 302, Wells River, VT

802-429-2120

“Our 97th Year Servin
the Greater Danville
and Joe’s Pond Community”

Quality Groceries & Meats
. Salads, Home-Baked Goods & Party Platters
%\ Vermont Cheese, Crackers & Maple Products

Christmas wreaths shipped. ii
(Orders Shipped Direct from the Store) e

Call ahead for special holiday orders
Vermont Lottery, Megabucks, Powerball

Happy Holidays

" Justice of the Peace and Notary Public
Come visit us for Friendly Family Service

Hastings Store

(802) 684-3398

in the Northeast

two
for

$22

lasted until we were chilly and
trudged back in. The kitchen was
usually clean by this time and
Gram would
doorstep so she could brush us
off with a broom before we went
in. Then we went through the
dressing process in reverse. The

shoo us to the

desserts were arranged on the
table. The men were gently awak-
ened and asked their preferences.
Then we kids could choose. The
great thing about Christmas was
we could choose again and again
until we had tried all we wanted.
It wasn’t long after dessert, as
the light was leaving the day,
when we were told to get ready.
My dad took trip after trip of
gifts in boxes and bags to the
trunk for us to take home. The
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food, packaged for later eating,
was placed on the floor of the
car at our feet. We all resumed
our placed in the behemoth of a
car and settled in for the ride
home. Kisses from everyone on
the forehead, a little wiggling in
place to get just right, and the car
was off for the farm.

“Well, that was fun!” my
mother chirped. Her face was
glowing and she was turned side-
ways a bit to look at my father.

“Well, I'm glad you had a
good time, ol’ girl.” My dad
replied. He glanced over at her
and smiled. They were done talk-
ing now and it was an okay kind
of silence, where they were
happy and warm and headed

home. I leaned my head against

the window and looked out.
There was a snow shower and
the car going through the snow
in the dark made the snowflakes
seem like the quills of some huge
porcupine that we were chasing.
I imagined a chase through the
frozen wasteland, never quite
being able to catch up. As my
mind wandered, I drifted off to a
half-sleep and was thankful.
I still am.

Tammi Rogers-D’Leon is a sev-
enth generation Vermont farm girl
originally from West Newbury. She
grew up in a small, family owned dairy
Sarm. She attended college in Lyndon
and has lived in St. Johnsbury since

graduating.

David

DAL BUILDERS

Lavely

Design-Build » Residential & Commercial » Construction Management

PO Box 362 Danville VT 05828 » Phone/Fax: (802) 684-2116 » dlavely@myfairpoint.net

26 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

SYSTE luc‘

The Log Home Care &
Maintenance Autherity”

Rough and Finished White Cedar Lumber
Decking e T+V Groove e Shiplap e Square Edge
Perma-Chink Products for Log Homes
www.goodridgelumber.com

Bailey-Hazen Road ¢ Route 14

Albany, Vermont

802-755-6298

uperior Cedar Products & Services since 1974

We would like
to thank all of
our landowners,
loggers, truckers
and customers for
making our 35th
year 1 business
a successful one.

Happy

Boilers

High quality! UL Listed! Lowest maintenance!

Not only will our units save you hundreds in heating costs, they will
also save you time. With our dependable low-maintenance design,
the A-Maize-Ing Heat units boast an average maintenance cycle of
once in every 5 to 10 days and because they are thermostatically
controlled, you can rest assured that your unit will provide
consistent temperatures throughout your home.

A-MAIZE-ING HEAT A-MAIZE-ING HEAT

FURNACE BOILER

Input BTU: 100,000 Input BTU: 80,000

Dimensions: 53"Hx27"Wx46"D Dimensions: 61"Hx22"W

Weight: 440 Ibs. Weight: 510 Ibs.

Hopper Dimensions: 48"Hx36"W x 52'D Hopper Dimensions: 48"Hx36"W x 52"D

Hopper Capacity: 14 Bushel Hopper Capacity: 14 Bushel

Hopper Weight: 50 Ibs. Hopper Weight: 50 Ibs.

Unit Space Needed: 7'x7’ Area Unit Space Needed: 7'x7’ Area

Power: 120 Volt Power: 120 Volt

Fuse Size Required: 15 amp Fuse Size Required: 15 amp

Chimney: 6" round Class “A” all fuel Chimney: 6" round Class “A” all fuel

Supply Air Opening: 18"x14” Water Tank: ASME Rated

Return Air Opening: 18"x14” Water Capacity: 18 gallons

Air Flow Required: 850 cfm Minimum Pipe Size (ID): 1.25”

Indoor Blower: 1/2 HP 3 speed Minimum Water Flow: 8.5 gpm
Minimum Return Water: 140° F

Appalachian Supply Inc.

4581 Memorial Drive, St. Johnsbury, VT 970 Meadow Street, Littleton, NH

(802) 748-4513

(603) 444-6336
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Green Cheese by Peter Dannenberg

Bug dogs

efore hunting season, a

beagle brought bedbugs
to bay in St. Johnsbury. The
hound alerted its handler
that the Depot Square apart-
ment complex teemed with
tiny bloodsuckers. Central
Vermont Public Service
meter readers stayed out of
the building until extermina-
tors gave it a clean bill of
health.

Bedbugs are almost flat, no
bigger than apple seeds, with a
similar oval shape. They feast on
blood. Their bites leave welts
like mosquitoes, but do not
spread disease. Fifty years ago,
the U.S. almost wiped out these
tiny vampires with DDT. Some
of the poison leached into
streams and ponds. To protect
endangered fish and birds, the
federal government banned this

potent and widely used insecti-
cide at the end of 1972. Then in

the late 1990s, the Envitonmen-
tal Protection Agency halted the
use of other toxic pesticides in-
side residences.

To save the environment, ex-
terminators switched to a multi-
pronged approach—pinpoint
application of weaker poisons,
vacuuming up bugs, freezing
them with a dry-ice chemical
snow and heating rooms to 135
degrees Fahrenheit for thirty
minutes, instead of fumigating
entire buildings. It was better for
the people, but less deadly to the
persistent bedbugs. They came
back in droves.

Bedbugs can live more than
a year without feeding. Undocu-
mented immigrant bugs stowed
away in clothes and luggage of
international travelers. That
helped swell the U.S. bug census.
Now these pests swarm in ho-
tels, motels, inns, shelters, hos-
tels, ships, hospitals,
dormitories,  barracks

cruise
and

camps—anywhere travelers
sleep. From there, the critters
can hitch a ride to infest homes
and offices.

The magical ability of dogs
to nose out and distinguish
odors lets them find lost pet-
sons, investigate arson, detect
narcotics, mold, and explosives
and even uncover cancer. Tet-
mite inspectors were the first to
train dogs to sniff out bedbugs.
Some of them had used canines
to smell out termites and car-
penter ants for years. Each dog
specializes in the body odor of
one or two species of bugs. That
way their handlers, whose olfac-
tory abilities are limited, can fig-
ure out what the dog already
knows and is trying to tell them.
“What’s that Lassie? Wherte’s
Timmy? Do you want me to fol-
low you?” The idea is by treating
only those areas with live bugs,
building owners reduce their
costs and environmental dan-
gers.

As bedbugs grew from pest
to plague, some exterminators
retrained their dogs to seek out
the new menace. Often insects
lurk in hidden crannies, unseen
by human eyes. The dogs can

e
IR
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Karmé Choling Meditation Center
Barnet VT

Winter Program Highlights

Dec 26 - Jan 1

Jan 2 - 31

Jan8-10

Simplicity: Meditation For Real Life

with Emily Weidman and Michael Levin

Open to all and ideal for beginners on the path of meditation,
Simplicity retreats were created to give everyone a flexible, simple
way to enjoy the benefits of sitting meditation.

Winter Dathun

with Bill Brauer

Open to beginners. Deepen your meditation practice in this intensive
month-long retreat. Days consist of sitting meditation, walks, Oryoki
style meals, talks and study. Option to come for one or two weeks.

Shambhala Training Level |
For Teens
This introductory level of the Path of Warriorship is open to teens
interested in meditation. Discovering basic goodness in ourselves and
the world helps to develop confidence and gentleness in our lives.

sniff out bugs behind walls and
in floorboard cracks. Trainers
even teach dogs to distinguish
live insects and their eggs from
the scent of dead bugs and their
droppings, a task many of us
might find daunting.

Trained dogs sit down ot
point with their noses when they
smell live bedbugs or their eggs.
Sitting protects fancy furniture,
unlike scratching or pawing.
Barking, howling and whining
are also no-nos. That would
annoy prestigious guests in ritzy
resorts. Rich and famous globe
hoppers are just upscale buffets
for bloodsucking insects.

The total cost of each dog
and its handler—including travel
to clients, special grooming to
prevent spreading bugs and vet-
erinary care—may be $100,000
yearly. The best bug dogs are
fast. A well-trained dog can in-
spect an average hotel room in
two minutes, with 98 percent ac-
curacy. The dog will find bugs
lurking inside mattresses, light
fixtures, radios and even behind
walls. To stay sharp, dogs train
daily. Trainers use colonies of
live bedbugs in vials—and some
trainers feed them with their
own blood. Boudoir bedbugs
turn up their noses at anything
but human blood.

Bedbug dog schools started
in Florida. The University of
Florida’s Department of Ento-
mology helped develop a train-
ing regimen. Somewhat
unbelievably, there is even a pro-
fessional association for the bug

dog industry, the National Ento-
mology Scent Detection Canine
Association. It started in the
Everglade State in 2006. Bedbug
hounds and handlers
sprang up in other places, in-
cluding Australia, Canada, Col-
orado,
Massachusetts, Michigan, New
Jersey, and Tennessee.

Vermont has its coonhound,
bear dog, sled dog and many
other dog trainers, but bug dog
training has not kept pace, even
though there is good money in
it. To buy a certified bedbug dog
and train its handler for five days
can cost $10,000. Inspections by
certified dogs may cost $325 per
hour.

soon

Connecticut, Hawaii,

Surely, more Yankee entre-
preneurs will want to cash in on
this new business opportunity,
maybe with a special Vermont
twist. Almost extinct moose and
wild turkeys bounced back and
created sporting  prospects.
Couldn’t bug dogs become
recreational  attractions for
hunters? The Green Mountains
might ring with
“Yoicks!” as nimrods urge
bloodhounds to bound through
bedrooms in fevered pursuit of
trophy bugs. Huntsmen will
swap tall tales of the one that
crawled away. The Northeast
Kingdom might
bounce back, fueled by sales of
fly swatters, dog licenses and
bug bombs. Kennel operators
are itching to stop bedbugs bit-
ing, so we can sleep tight.

shouts of

cconomy

Store Hours:

Mon - Fri9am. - 7 p.m.
Sat 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sun 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
(losed Dec. 25 & Jan. 1

Buffalo Mountain Hood €o-op
Stock Up for All Your Holiday Needs
® |ocal Produce o Baked Goods
® [ ocal & Fair Trade Gift Items
Take a break from shopping in our Co-op Cafe.
Shop Local, Buy Local
Buffalo Mountain Food Co-op, Main Street, Hardwick

(802) 472-6020

www. buffalomountaincoop.org

WaANTED

Your Used Plow

il

TOP DOLLAR PAI

for Electric/Hydraulic Snow Plows*

TOP DOLLAR ALLOWED

on Trade towards a New Boss Plow
NO Better Time Than NOW... Stop by or call!

* Interested in Boss, Fisher, Diamond/Meyer plows only.

SOUTH MAIN AUTO
SALES & SERVICE

Trusted Auto Repair for Over 18 Years. “Let us earn your trust.”
L | 802-748-3219 * 448 Main Street ¢ St. Johnsbury, VT « 802-748-9694

Jan15-18 Simplicity Weekend

with Christopher Pleim

Another opportunity to spend the weekend exploring the meaning of
simplicity in our lives. Relax, read and discuss with others interested
in mindfulness. A perfect introduction to meditation.

For more information or to
register please contact us at
www.karmecholing.org
or by calling (802) 633-2384

4

(&) Karmi Chiling,

SHAMBHALA MEDITATION CENTER

Karmé Choling - 369 Patneaude Lane - Barnet, Vermont 05821 - (802) 633-2384 - www.karmecholing.org

www.southmainsalesandservice.com

southmain1@charter.net

Authorized Briggs & Stratton Small Engine Repair
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Photos by Jim Ashley
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2010 ANNUAL
SUBSCRIPTION DRIVE

DON’T MISS OUT! Through December,
the North Star Monthly and Kingdom
Guide is offering our annual subscrip-
tion special. Sign up a new subscriber
and get another FREE (sorry, this offer
cannot be used for renewals).

e North Star is a monthly community magazine, and its
pages are devoted to the “reinforcement of the value of com-

munity” by publishing stories from a wide range of interests
and writers. The North Star Monthly has been honored by the
Vermont Press Association with awards for feature writing and
photography and is committed to the people, places and institu-
tions that for many of us make small towns home. Feature stories
and human interest articles describe the Northeast Kingdom of
Vermont and often reach beyond into northern New Hampshire
and the rest of Vermont. Above all, The North Star offers the sto-
ries we all have to tell. These are real people telling real stories.

rence guide and community almanac, published annually.

A one-of-a-kind, one-stop resource for 23 communities in

the Northeast Kingdom.The guide includes complete historical in-

formation and statistical data for towns, local and state govern-

ment, the arts, schools and education, employment and industry,

state forests, museums and historical sites, clubs and organiza-

tions, human services, hospitals, places of worship and much
more!

The Kingdom Guide is the region’s most comprehensive ref-
e

n:North Star MONTHLY

Kiivs

A Northstar Publlcatlon

Northstar Publishing, LLC: 29 Hill Street ¢P.0. Box 319 ¢ Danville, VT 05828
Phone/FAX (802) 684-1056 ° info@northstarmonthly.com

U o o S S S S S S S S S S S N S g

Subscription Rates

O SUBSCRIPTION DRIVE $16 U.S.
$40 Canada
THENOI’t h Star MONTHLY

NEW SUBSCRIBER NEW SUBSCRIBER

ADDRESS ADDRESS

TOWN, STATE, ZIP TOWN, STATE, ZIP

Return completed form to: The North Star Monthly, PO Box 319, Danville VT 05828
(802) 684-1056, info@northstarmonthly.com
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Two cows wait there turn in the milk parlor, left, while Danny keeps an eye on farm finances in his Fairfax office.

>> Page |

wheat and then on wool, but by
the 20th century milk produc-
tion had taken over. Ninety-five-
year-old Leland Simpson can
trace his heritage back to the
carliest settlers of Lyndon, back
when Mable Wilder married
James Simpson and established
the farmstead in East Lyndon at
the feet of Kirby Mountain. The
Wilders attended the first town
meeting. Six generations later,
Leland still sits with his daugh-
ter by the woodstove in his
kitchen and remembers a by-
gone era of farming.

“We had 20 head of cattle
when I was a kid and 100 when
I was running the farm,” he says.
The Simpsons raised short-horn
cattle, both for their milk and
their beef. Even back then, ac-
cording to Leland, it was hard to
get rich farming,

“It was hand to mouth.”

Leland ran the 200-actre farm
until 1983, when he was 69 years
old. The property is now leased

to another Simpson farming
family, no relation, out of Sut-
ton. Leland’s barn is empty but
his tenant brings his herd to pas-
ture in the fields. The arrange-
ment keeps Leland and his
daughter on the farm and nature
from reclaiming the fields.

Lease arrangements are be-
coming popular throughout the
state. the
Franklin County, two local farm
boys are working hard under a
similar arrangement.

Shawn and Danny Gingue
come from a family farming tra-
dition. Their parents, Paul and
Rosemary, operate a Waterford
farm on Higgins Hill Road and
milk mote than 200 cows. From
an early age, the two brothers
helped their father with the two
milking shifts and learned other
useful farm trades. When they
wetre school age, they milked at

Across state in

the evening shift and then woke
up early to do their home work.

The experience made an im-
pression.

“It’s in your blood,” Shawn
says. “It’s in your family. The
best part about it is you are al-
ways doing something different
around the farm. You have to
know how to do a lot of differ-
ent things.”

Shawn’s father took over the
farm from Shawn’s grandfather,
who still lives across the street,
though his lifestyle has changed
a bit, according to his grandson.

“Yeah, he goes to Florida
now in the winter.”

Farm land has always been
valuable to those who work it,
but over time it has become a
common target for those in an-
other industry.

A couple of years ago, the
Gingue family was approached
by a real estate developer look-
ing to pay for the rights to the
family land. Right off the Inter-
state and full of good soil, the
brothers saw for the first, but
not the last time, that farmland
was perfect for real estate devel-
opment.

financial needs.
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“After that, we decided that
we would start looking to go out
on our own,” Shawn says. “Plus,
our two younger brothers were
showing an interest in helping
Dad.”

About a year and a half ago,
while lending a hand at a farm in
the Northwestern part of the
state, Shawn caught wind of an
opportunity in Fairfax. The
brothers soon met with Rene
Boissonalt, a farmer ready for
retirement who had no sons in-
terested in taking over the family
business. Boissonalt proposed a
five-year lease agreement with a
purchase option, and the broth-
ers accepted. A loan from Yan-
kee Farm Credit and some
collateral help from their parents
and they wete in the farming
business. Yankee Farm Credit is
an agricultural credit cooperative
owned and governed by its
farmer customers. The organi-
zation has loaned more than
$430 million to 1,250 farm,
farm-related business, and coun-
try home customers in Vermont,
the Connecticut Valley of New
Hampshire, and New York’s
Clinton and Essex counties.

Gingue Brothers Dairy was
born, and the brothers went to
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12/5 7AM Danville Ecumenical men’s breakfast, by

donation; all welcome.

12/6 9:30AM, 2nd Sunday in Advent Service and Commu-
nication (all welcome). 6:00 p.m. “Deck the Halls”, all wel-
come to decorate the church; decorations, eggnog and ribbon

candy provided.

work on the Boissonalt farm, a
200-acre tract with a breathtak-
ing view of Mt. Mansfield and
400 cows. Shawn and Danny are
28 and 30 years old, respectively,
and not many young men their
age are rushing into the farmer
business. Readers may recall an
article in the June issue of the
North Star chronicling Casey
Carson, a 25-year-old son of
Danville who decided to start an
organic dairy farm. Like the
Gingue brothers, he hales from
a family of farmers.

In the fall of their first year,
things were looking great. Milk
prices climbed as high as $24 per
hundred weight ($24 for every
100 pounds). for
months the price has been hov-
ering around $14 per hundred
weight.

Taking time away from what
is surely a busy day, Shawn and
Danny sit at their desks and try
to shed light on their recent
struggles.

“Like a lot of farms, our
breakeven point is $18 per hun-
dred weight,” says Danny. “We
haven’t seen those numbers in
quite a while.”

The two brothers rely heav-
ily on Danny’s extensive agricul-

However,
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ture education. Much of his day
is spent in front of his com-
puter, much like a stock broker,
watching and projecting the fu-
ture price of milk. He also has
extensive knowledge of herd
health and animal biology.

The computer isn’t the only
technological advancement for
the brothers. Their operation
employs a “parlor” milking sys-
tem. The herd is divided into
four groups of 100. One by one,
the four groups are moved into a
holding area where 28 at a time
are positioned on milking ma-
chines. The farm uses three,
eight-hour milking shifts at 2
a.m., 10 am. and 6 p.m. With the
help of five immigrant workers,
the farm runs 24 hours a day.

An operation like this is a far
cry from their father’s pipeline
system, which uses a permanent
milk-return pipe and a second
vacuum pipe that encircles the
barn above the rows of cows,
with entry ports above each cow.
The milking machine is ported
from cow to cow and the milk is
pulled up into the milk-return
pipe by the vacuum system, and
then flows by gravity to the milk
house vacuum-breaker that puts
the milk in the storage tank.
Shawn and Danny say it’s rare to
milk 200 cows in a pipeline sys-
tem, but their father never saw a
need to do an expensive up-
grade.

In order to get through these
prolonged stretches of low milk
prices, according to the brothers,
a farmer has to maintain a good
relationship with their lenders.
Their advantage is their youth,
which gives them more time to
repay.

“We keep pretty close con-
tact with them,” Shawn says.
“We tell them everything we’re

STROHM (_)'M'.

Leland Simpson’s father, W. Arthur Simpson, above, works
with a short horn cow on the family farm in East Lyndon.The
new Gingue Brothers Farm, right, has all the latest milking

equipment.

doing, and they tell us we’re
doing everything right.”

Danny explains that milk
prices are much like heating fuel
prices. Farmers can lock in their
price and avoid the volatility of
the market, but many are appre-
hensive about such a move be-
cause they have such large debt
service and need maximum
profit margins.

“No one is locking in now
because you can’t lock in a price
under your operating costs,”
Danny says.

The farm location is perfect
for Shawn and Danny. Aside
from the proud farming tradi-
tion in Fairfax, Franklin County
is one of the top 50 milk pro-
ducing counties in the country.
Their proximity to Burlington,
about 30 minutes, was also a fac-
tor for the brothers, whose
wives both commute there for
work.

Although the Gingue broth-
ers lease a 200-acre tract from
Boissonalt, most of their graz-
ing land is leased from other

landowners in the area because,
according to Danny, a dairy farm
needs 1.5 acres for every cow in
the barn. Some of their leased
land is littered with “For Sale”
signs, perhaps doomed to be-
come a condominium develop-
ment or retail space. Yet again,
Shawn and Danny are constantly
reminded that farmland is worth
far more as a different use. Ac-
cording to author Jan Albers in
her book “Hands on the Land,
A History of the Vermont
Landscape,” the traditional pat-
tern of clearly defined village
centers surrounded by open
farm land is under attack from
sprawl. It’s not unusual to see
once usable farm land turned
into fast-food restaurants, sub-
urban housing, and car dealer-
ships.

“It’s hard when someone’s
willing to pay over a million dol-
lars for a small piece of farm
land,” Danny says, “Who can
blame [people for selling]?”

Vermont farmers have al-
ways struggled with changing
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times. In 1953, there were
10,637 dairy farms in the state
producing 1.5 billion pounds of
milk a year. The average herd
size was 25 cows. Ten years later,
3,510 farms had ceased produc-
tion but the remaining farms
milk
thanks to mechanization. How-

were producing more
ever, the small, marginal farmer
who was unable to afford an ex-
pensive upgrade was left out in
the cold.

Back in East Lyndon, Leland
Simpson says the smaller farms
are still struggling, but Ver-
mont’s legislature has gone all
out to try and help them. Le-
land’s father, W. Arthur Simp-
son, was a seven-term politician
in Montpelier. Many programs
helpful to farmers were passed
while he was serving on the state
Agriculture Committee. He is
also credited with being one of

the first people to refer to this
the
Northeast Kingdom. According
to Leland, his father passed the
phrase on Gow.
George Aiken, who made it

region of Vermont as

to former

commonplace.

Leland believes that farming
will always have a place in Ver-
mont, as long as farmers keep
their passion for the work.

“To farm you have to love
the land, it gets in your blood.”

As for his role, he is always
happy to supply interested par-
ties with anecdotal information
about the golden age of farm-
ing, but the heavy lifting is going
to have to be done by the
younger generation, like the
Gingue brothers.

“I’'m about all used up,” Le-
land says with a smile.
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Ice and snow make their first appearance

Walden Hill Journal with Jeff & Ellen Gold

Dec. 3, 2008

December has produced bits
and pieces of all kinds of weather
including bright sunshine today. Al-
though the temperature is starting
out at only 25° it’s supposed to
reach a high well above freezing,
Hopefully it will be warm enough to
melt down the treacherous thin layer
of ice that coats the ground. The
snow cover unfortunately isn’t sub-
stantial enough for firm footing, On
the north side of the house, great
slabs of roof ice overhang the caves
waiting for a bit of encouragement
from the sun to finally fall. Large
chunks breaking off yesterday
caused quite an explosion, shaking
the ground. A downy woodpecker
has joined his larger hairy cousin at
the suet. We had a large gray squir-
rel totally wrapped around the cage.
He broke off chunks of suet then
settled on the ground to feast on
firmer footing, We see too many red

squirrels at our feeder, but gray
squitrels rarely venture up this high.
I'd much rather they all stay at lower
elevations.

Dec. 4, 2008

A fiery sunset brings an end to
this stormy day. Let’s hope that
“sunset at night, sailot’s delight”
holds true and we'll see a calmer day
tomorrow. Yesterday’s temps only
reached a high of 38° so the ice saw
minimal melt off. Fortunately we
got a covering of fresh snow today
for better footing atop the slicker
coat underneath. It was a good in-
door day, one for cranking up the
wood stove and baking bread. I only
ventured outdoors long enough to
fill the bird feeder and collect the
mail.

Dec. 8, 2008
Bright sunshine and clear blue
skies is the good news for the day;

Mail-In Rebate

GUARDIAN

$4 per roll

until December 31
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minus 6° on the thermometer, the
bad. An Atrctic cold front has
whipped down from the north,
leaving us firmly sunk in the deep
freeze. Atleast we have an insulating
layer of snow to protect the shrubs
and trees. We'll have to wait and see
if the solar gain is sufficient to warm
up our house today. The furnace
kicked in briefly overnight and a few
times this morning, Colorful “sun

bows” arc up from the horizon,
lengthening with the rising sun.

Dec. 9, 2008

High winds are putting quite a
slant on the rapidly falling snow: The
woodstove is cranked up with no
chance of solar gain today. We’ve
been enjoying eatly evening drives
home, watching the planet show on
the western horizon. A very bright
Venus has now moved to set above
a less bright Jupiter. The moon has
moved out of alignment with the
planets, rising in the east as the plan-
ets approach the west. It’s still eatly
enough that nighttime constella-
tions have not yet appeared to take
away from the lone planets blazing
in the darkening sky.

Dec. 12, 2008

With the reflective aid of fresh
snow, the muted full moon casts a
strong ambient light. What started
as a heavy snowfall last night turned
into ice and slush by morning. We
were prepating for our first major
snow dump but were thwarted once
again by global warming, It was a
very messy and arduous job clearing
the walk and drives. I had to shovel
the porch before being able to open
the door and still had to push from
the inside since the outside latch was
frozen solid. Fortunately the garage
door opened without any problem.
The shads lost a lot of ice-encrusted
branches in the blustery wind. In-
teresting windblown cloud patterns
added their own beauty to the
storm. Rapidly falling temperature
should harden up the slush and a
new coating of deeper snow will
hopetfully arrive as well.

Dec. 13, 2008

Today marks the 12th anniver-
sary of our furniture arriving on
Walden Hill Road. It was a day
much like today but with consider-

17,000 Books For All Ages & Interests
Gift Certificates In Any Amount
Stocking Stuffers
Educational Toys ¢ 2010 Calendars

Holiday Boxed Cards Buy 3, Get 4th FREE

394 Railroad St., St. Johnsbury, VT « 802-748-3551
Monday - Friday 7-7 « Saturday 9-7 « Sunday 9-5

ably more snow on the ground. It’s
anippy 4° with clear blue sky to off-
set the sparkling icebound trees. A
very puffed up blue jay is perched in
the icy shad, facing the rising sun.
Chickadees are flitting all around
him, flying to and from the suet, but
the jay seems more interested in
warming up than feeding; I had to
thaw the bitd feeder inside for sev-
eral hours before freeing its frozen
lid. The chickadees were happy to
see me returning the filled tube. It
only reached a high of 14° today,
but we managed to heat with the
sun until late afternoon.

Dec. 17, 2008

A gentle but continuous snow-
fall has left at least 6 inches on the
ground. Fortunately, it’s low mois-
ture, lighter snow: It’s starting to let
up a bit so we can go get some ex-
ercise clearing the drives and stairs.
There’s still ice underneath so we’ll
need to be cautious. One snowplow
slid off the road eatlier this morn-
ing, The driver used our phone to
call for help. All of his crew are
equipped with cell phones but of
course, there’s no signal most places,
including here. “Old McDonald’s
Farm” seems to be raising wild
turkeys. A flock of at least 50 were
out in the pasture yesterday after-
noon.

@Yool Away

It’s not too [afe
fo knit
for

Christmas

443 Railroad Street #2
St. Johnsbury
9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

802-748-WOOL (9665)




Dec. 20, 2008

A wintery 17° with our first big
snow dump blanketing the trees in
mounds of white. 6 to 8 inches of
powder made for casy shoveling
and snowplowing, I startled a mole
as I uncovered his burrow on the
stairs. He made a rapid escape back
into the snow: The sun is attempt-
ing to break through as the last of
the snow showers drift gently down.
We’re off for our annual solstice cel-
cbration in Hanover. This year’s
Revels is a French Medieval theme
and promises to be good entertain-
ment. Our snowbound drive along a
hopefully well-plowed 1-91 should
set the mood for passing through
the longest night and welcoming the
returning sun.

Dec. 22, 2008

The solstice has come and gone,
leaving us fully ensconced in wintet.
A major snowstorm on Friday
quickly followed by another on Sun-
day has left a couple of feet of snow
on the ground. More showers con-
tinue today. Jeft is out with the snow
thrower but I’'m staying in, nursing a
nasty cold. Archer Mayor’s newest
mystery is keeping me company by
the toasty woodstove. Edwin Way
Teale in “Circle of the Seasons”
succinctly captures the solstice tran-
sition: “Autumn, the evening of the
yeat, is over; wintet, the night of the
year, has come.”

Dec. 25, 2008

Warmer temps last night (high
of 41°) with rain and strong winds,
brought down some of the snow
cover. It unfortunately brought the
drive back down to where the ice is.
Jeff needs to empty the ashes any-
way, and will definitely have good
use for them on the drive. Ashes do
double duty by giving good put-
chase while absorbing the sun’s rays
to help melt down the ice. We had
our first evening grosbeak at the
feeder today, ground feeding with
the blue jays. I always think of gros-
beaks as larger birds but they were
dwarfed considerably next to the

x  OLD
FRIENDS
SHOP

s SMart

to do your

holiday
shopping

Old Friends

A fun place
with
gifts, antiques,
clothing, jewelry,
books, toys
and odd mysterious
goodies.

Mon - Fri 11-5/ Sat 10-3

CLOSED SUNDAYS

35 South Main
Hardwick, VT

jays. We had our very own deco-
rated holiday tree with bobbing
chickadees displaying their velvet
black caps and more stationary blue
jays and yellow, elegantly attired
evening grosbeaks. The tree was
quite full of avian ornaments. All we
were missing were the red-capped
woodpeckers.

Dec. 29, 2008

A high of 44° yesterday brought
down heavy piles of roof snow.
Fortunately the drive underneath
was clear so Jeff could concentrate
on wedging the snowthrower
through the glacier. Warmer temps
created heavy fog as the melting
snow vaporized. An eerie, yet beau-
tiful sunrise turned the mist a vatiety
of colors, bathing the air in shades
of pink and red. High winds kept
the clouds moving for continually
changing, beautiful morning scenes.
Sunset in NH offered a lingering
glow with fast moving clouds as
well. It was a day belonging to the
mist, wind, and clouds, helped out
by the book-ended glow of the sun.

Dec. 31, 2008

Final day of 2008 and the thet-
mometer is dropping. After a high
of only 16°, we’re back into the sin-
gle digits and will probably see the
minus sign before midnight. Bitter
temps and my lingering cold are
keeping us home to celebrate New
Year’s Eve indoors. I finally man-

Happy
Holidays

415 Railroad St. ¢ St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 ¢ (802) 748-3122
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aged to don my snowshoes for the
first time this season and last time
this year. It was more of a working
trek than trecreational. The bird
feeder and suet needed refilling and
the litter and compost emptying, 1
did a loop through the woods be-
fore my energy gave out. Fluffy
powder above an icy base made for

good snowshoeing, The neighbors
had established a path, which is al-
ways helpful too. Twilight brings a
setting crescent moon with Nep-
tune shining below. A faint orange
glow spreads at the hotizon. 12 a.m.,
minus 3°.

Happy New Year!

Peter Hopkins
13 Raymond Street
Lyndonville, VT
05851

Phone (802) 626-5555
Night (802) 626-8042
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First Night 2010 offers seven
hours of live performances

By JAY SPROUT

ew Year’s Eve marks the

17th annual First Night
celebration of the arts in St.
Johnsbury.

Starting at 4 p.m. and contin-
uing on through to the midnight
fireworks finale, anyone sporting
this year’s blue First Night button
can enjoy as many of the some 90
performances by 45 different
artists or shows as they can in
seven hours. They can hear music
from many traditions, including
folk, pop, rock, blues, bluegrass,
Broadway, sacred, silly, contem-
porary and classical piano. They
can see modern dancers, break
dancers, magicians, a hypnotist,
jugglers, a one-man band and

comedy shows. They can dance
the night away to swing or hot
rock, in country squares or con-
tradance lines. The kids can also
work off some energy with giant
inflatables and enjoy craft activi-
ties at the Family Fun Fare. It all
happens at 17 venues on and near

Main Street St. Johnsbury.

In between their favorite
shows, people can satisty their ap-
petites and thirst with diverse se-
lection of food and beverage at
several churches and other ven-
ues. And the free late night pan-
cake supper is always popular.

The entertainment lined up
this year includes many favorites
of former First Nights and a
number of debut performances.

=" \'\f-,."-"
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Among the new acts this year is Leonard Solomon’s one-man

variety show.

Among the new acts this year
is Leonard Solomon’s one-man va-
riety show featuring some of the
most bizarre homemade instru-
ments ever seen or heard, includ-
ing the “Majestic Bellowphone.”

Conceived and constructed in his
basement, the goose-honking and
train-whistle cacophony of the
Majestic Bellowphone soon be-
came a classic street act in Harvard

Square. With symphonic composi-
tions arranged for dog whistles

It's beginning to
look a lot like

CHRISTMAS
All A]:)Oth Flowers

All you need to bedazzle

your home for the holidays.

Plus
We offer locally grown poinsettias,
fresh pine wreaths and ornaments
for trimming your tree.
Remember it’s not to early to order that
special holiday arrangement and come see
our new wine selection, featuring Vermont wines.
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Joe’s Pond
Country Store & Cafe

We wish you a Merry Christmas,
Happy Holidays and a much better New Year!

and bicycle horn, Solomon’s clas-

sical music training is obvious, as
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The Family of Marion E.
Sevigny wishes to express
deep appreciation and
sincere thanks to all who
sent a memorial contribution
to the Danville Rescue Squad.
Unfortunately, we were
unable to access many
donor names due to
circumstances beyond our
control. Therefore, we
sincerely hope to reach you
through this newspaper
announcement. We want to
acknowledge how grateful we
are to all of you who sent a
contribution.It is a great
comfort to us to know that
Marion's legacy will continue
to give to others in
time of need.

Little Mover

g Local & Regional Moving
% CL E )

i* Full Fleet of Moving Trucks,
\$ ) KAP Enterprises, LLC

U.S.DOT 458292
Keith A. Phelps

Phone: 802.748.9112
838 Keyser Hill Rd. Cell: 802.793.7986
St. Johnsbury, VT

jphelps@kingcon.com

Mon.-Fri. 9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Sat. 9:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
196 Eastern Avenue, St. Johnsbury, VT
Phone (802) 748-5656 or (800) 499-6565
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Ameribag and Sven.

We Deliver

# Beautifully wrapped gift
#® Luxurious hosiery by certificates.

Marcmarcs and Smartwool.
# Test your shoes on our

in-store treadmill.

Service!

24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week, 365 Days a Year!

# Brooks running shoes.

# Personal attention,
professional fit and great
customer service.

# Red Wing work boots.

# Cozy Shearling boots by
UGG and LaCanadienne

AHeating MPlumbing MAir Conditioning
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(802) 748-4500

4920 Memorial Dr., Lyndonville, VT
802-626-4588 » 1-888-499-9992
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is his eccentric genius as he
rounds out the show with a pol-
ished ball-juggling routine.

Equally unusual is the music
of Kevin Colosa who plays the
theremin. Invented in 1920 and
named after its Russian inventor
Léon Theremin, the theremin is
the world’s oldest electronic mu-
sical instrument. Colosa skillfully
moves his hands near its two an-
tennas to control oscillators for
pitch with one hand and volume
with the other. Best known for
producing eerie sounds for the
soundtracks of scary movies,
many people have heard the
theremin’s unique music without
knowing what they were hearing.

St. Johnsbury Academy grads
are among the musicians in the
two bands debuting at First
Night. Nate Amos and Ryan
Murphy have joined with Josh
Huntsberry and Bovice Brown at
UVM to become the alternative
rock band Sidrak & Bokkus. The
Réves is a five-man alternative
rock band based locally with Jake
Machell on lead vocals, accompa-
nied by Zach Ummer,
Brown, Sonny Edwards,
Freddie Losambe.

You Already Know is a group
of young men who grew up with

Tain
and

each other and became the self-
proclaimed "wotld’s greatest

S AfISHBURN .

" » Window Restoration
+ Plaster Preservation
* Custom Cabinetry
* Architectural Millwork

Historic Preservation
and Design

(802) 684-2524
safishburn@gmail.com
h wwu.saﬁshbum net

street dance crew." They perform
on the streets of Boston, show-
ing off their "styles"
breakdance, hip-hop,
krump, rave, popping and lock-
ing. With skills forged in the heat
of one-on-one “cypher” compe-
titions, the YAK street dancers
are continuously challenged to el-
evate their acrobatic techniques
to a higher level to amaze and

such as
house,

amuse.

Tenor
Sharoni comes up north from the
Boston jazz scene with three of
his many musical collaborators to
play an energetic blend of
straight ahead bop with Latin in-
fusions. The repertoire includes
standards from the “American
Songbook” as well as melodic
original tunes.

With a strong emphasis on
close harmonies backed with fid-
dle, guitar, bouzouki, button ac-
cordion, and sundry percussions,
Fifth Business produces songs
with roots in American, British,
and Celtic music, plus some orig-
inal contemporary compositions.

Linda Warnaat's new group is
the Tessellations. Linda sings all
original songs that blend Latin,
jazz, and funk rhythms, with
Micah Carbonneau on bass and
Alex Wolften on trumpet.

Derby Line is a local barber-

saxophonist Benny

"We wish you d Mﬂf‘{’y

shop quartet that specializes in
Tin Pan Alley and Victorian-era
classics. The foursome—Ross
Fields, Dave Johnson, Chuck Fer-
gus, and John Cogan—may also
break out in doo-wop, show
tunes, and ballads when the spirit
moves them.

The complete schedule for
First Night St. Johnsbury is
posted on the web at firstnight-
stj.com.

First Night buttons are on
sale in Danville at Marty’s 1st
Stop. Most area bank branches
throughout the Northeast King-
dom and a number of St. Johns-
bury businesses also sell them.
Given the current economic
turndown, organizers are pleased
to hold the pre-New Yeat’s Eve
price to $10. The price for adults
does jump to $15 on December
31, but the student price remains
at $10. And pre-schoolers never
need a button.

Individuals can help support
these low prices by voluntarily
paying a higher price. Special
sponsor buttons with a blinking
light are available for $28. First
Night volunteers who offer to
work a shift checking buttons,
etc. on New Year’s Eve can get
free buttons. To become a spon-
sor and/or a volunteer go to the

First Night Web site.

Cﬁ:};‘:fmm

%ﬁ/{y New Year”
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Dick, Mike & Jenn

309 Portland Street
Suite 102
St. Johnsbury, VT

M (802) 748-5224

Saturday, December 5 9-4
Sunday, December 6, 10-4

Lyndon Town School
Off Route 114, Lily Pond Road, Lyndonville, Vt.

Seasonal Entertainment

Homemade Lunches Served Daily
¢+ Children’s Activities

Cookie Sale

: Huge Raffle

Over 60 Juried Vermont Artists & Craftspeople

All Proceeds Benefit Burklyn Arts Council Arts-In-Our-Schools Program

P-SERIES PELLET STOVES

Reg. Price $2,200
- $600 ‘09 Tax Credit
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Derby Line is a local barbershop quartet that specializes
in Tin Pan Alley and Victorian-era classics.

Additional information

Dec. 31 is, of course, the last
night of the year, but in over 100
cities across the country, New
Year’s Eve is officially called “First
Night.” Because New Yeat's Eve
is a time for renewal and new be-
ginnings, it is an opportunity for
the community to look ahead with

hope and optimism and appreciate
their common bonds. Thus the
name "First Night" was coined in
Boston over 30 years ago to sym-
bolize looking forward, rather than
any technically correct words, like
"Last Night." This alcohol-free,
public festival marks the passage
from the old year to the new.
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FHARMAN]

P43 Pellet Stove

The smartest pellet
stove on the market

THE P43 ADVANTAGE

The P43 will burn any grade of pellet at
maximum efficiency and still keep your
home at your desired temperature. Not
only can the P43 burn pellets with opti-
mal efficiency and cleanliness, it does it
automatically. The P43 automatically
lights its own fire and burns at the cor-
rect output to maintain the desired room
temperature. When no heat is required,
the P43 will shut-down and reignite

FINAL PRICE: $1,600

STOVE SHOP

when the demand for heat returns. Just
fill the hopper with pellets and set the de-
sired temperature. The P43 will do the
rest except for ash removal, which will
be needed after approximately one ton
of pellets has been consumed.

JTAYLOR RENTAL

3262 U.S. Rte. 5, Derby, VT - (802) 766-2714
Mon.-Fri. 7 AM-5:30 PM, Sat. 7 AM-3 PM, closed Sun.
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Letters from the Past

When writing was a necessity and an art
By Lynn A. Bonfield

newsy informal letter

from Mary Ann Brack-
ett (1828-68), a student in
the newly opened St. Johns-
bury Academy, described to
a friend, who had moved
from the area, the school
building and her living quar-
ters. Her friend, identified
only as Mrs. Daniel L. Jack-
son, had lived in Barnet
where she and Mary Ann
had been classmates in the
district school. Mrs. Jackson
now lived in Danvers, Mas-
sachusetts, with her husband
and baby, Lorenzo.

A member of the first class
at the Academy, Mary Ann was
pleased with the teachers and
her boarding rooms at Mr. Cur-
tis’s, where she shared rooms
with three other scholars. She
could not help bragging about
having a piano and taking music
lessons.

By her second year at the
Academy, Mary Ann’s family had
left Barnet and moved to St.
Johnsbury, maybe because her
mother, Amanda Fairbanks
Brackett, wanted to be close to
her family.
from the Academy, Mary Ann
was hired to teach drawing and
painting at the Academy. On
February 17, 1853 she married
Dr. Fayette Jewett (1824-62),
also a member of the first Acad-
emy class, and a graduate of the
medical school at Dartmouth. A
month after their wedding, the
young couple sailed from
Boston to Snyrna as missionar-
ies of the American Board in
Tokat, Asia Minor. Their two
sons, Henry and Milo, born in
Turkey, each eventually served
with the U.S. Consul there.

All of this is in the future as
she wrote of missing her Barnet

After graduating

friend who had married in Sep-
tember 1840 and moved away.
Mary Ann reported that the
Jackson homestead had been
sold at auction and her friend’s
bonnet had brought two cents.
She teased her about Daniel’s
quick trips to Barnet where he
spent little time socializing with
the Bracketts, but Mary Ann as-
sured her friend of her family’s
love and concern for het. In
those days it was popular to ex-
change newspapers as they went
through the mail at a lower rate
than letters and allowed the re-
cipient to get a glimpse of life in
the sendet’s town.

Mary Ann’s deep thoughts
on what she called “spiritual
matters” are seen in this letter,
written ten years before her mis-
slonary service.

[Barnet, Vt.] Dec 18th 1843

Dear friend

Time passes and I find it to
have been a long time since you
left us yet often have my
thoughts reverted to our short
but very agreeable residence
with you and wished again and
again that you still occupied that
same old kitchen that I might
run in forty-eleven times during
the day to kiss little Lorenzo ot
plague you a little But I sigh to
think that my wish cannot be
granted and that I must live on
the hope of living [in the future]
cither with or near you. After
you were gone lonely enough it
was to think that Mrs. Jackson
was far away and it was not a
good lonesome I can assure you
you said you
guessed it would be How do you
like your residance? Are you
plesantly situated? Oh! How I
should like to see you in your
new habitation. Have you be-
come much acquainted with the

as sometime

people about you[?] 1 suppose
that you find the society to be
much better than it is here. For
my part I do not see as the soci-
ety here is improving any.
Things move on at the same old
rate.

I have been to school at the
[St. Johnsbury] Plain for about
three months Boarded at Mr
Curtis’s and roomed with E.
[Emily] J. and T. [Tirzah] M
Parks and also a Miss [Mary H.]
Gaskill . . . We enjoyed ourselves
very much We had a room down
stairs with two beds in it and
also a stove, carpet, piano, &c. 1
had only two studies: Arithmatic
and Latin as Mr [James K|
Colby the teacher [and principal]
thinks it is not best to have but
three and I had Music to make
up the third and [on] Saturday’s
we had compositions, and a
Bible lesson.

The academy is a fine build-
ing possesing almost every con-
veniance. There is a fine yard
for the girls to play in it is very
large and there is a fence around
it is so and hight that no one can
see through. Itis a nearly 10 or
12 feet high I should think. Mr
[Henry] Lord from Hanover is
assistant teacher. We had a
Lyceum every Friday night
which was very interesting the
exercises were as follows Decla-
mation[,] discussion],] a lecture
and the reading of the Oricle
consisting of compositions writ-
ten by the ladies and gentlemen
of the school signed some ficti-
tious name

And now what a sorrowful
story I have to tell you of Mr
[Daniel L.] Jackson’s conduct
since he came up Oh naughty
man that he is (but he is grow-
ing some better) yet I must tell
you although it break your heart.
When he came up I thought
how glad 1 shall be to see him

Drawing of first building of St. Johnsbury Academy, printed in

early Academy catalogues.
Archives.

How much I shall have to say so
I waited rather impatiently for
an orportunity but none came
except once in a great while he
would come in and stop a very
few minutes once excepted
when he took tea and then went
away soon after until night be-
fore last he came in about nine
oclock and spent the night

Many thanks for the
[news|paper that you sent me
and beg a thousand pardons for
not returning one It was not be-
cause 1 did not feel grateful for it
or that I did not duly apreciate it
as comeing from a friend but I
had no papers at the Plain and
Saturdays while at home I hardly
know why but I suppose it was
because I use to think almost
every Saturday next week I will
write a letter in return and so
Procrastination stole away the
time untill now

And now how is it in regard
to spiritual matters for these are
things not to be passed over in
writeing[.] How do you enjoy
yourself?  Are you steadily
pressing on to the mark of your
high calling[?] How ought we to
rejoice that through the infinate
mercy of God we have been
brought to taste his love ere old
age had called us away or death
had laid his icy hand on us in
tender youth. Let us constantly
seek for and cherish that liveing
and growing principle which
should transform us into the
image of God and than when
our spirit shall be wafted to yon-
der world we shall be prepared

SLEEP BETTER

For Less MATTRESS SALE

BUY ANY Simmons Beautyrest® Classic or World Class
Mattress Over $700 & Get The Boxspring FREE

Credit: St. Johnsbury Academy

to depart in peace. . . . It is get-
ting late and I must close I be-
lieve I have no news to tell. We
are all well. Mrs. Ide’s family are
all well I believe Mother sends a
whole bunch of love and says
she should like to have written
alittle but Miss Armington is
here a sewing and she is in a
great hurry Father and Augustus
[het brother]| send love also A—
sayes he is sorry he did not go
and see you when he was
down].] All would like to see
you and little Lorenzo very
much Kiss him for me[.] Mr
Jackson has had his auction and
your old bonnet sold for 2
cents[.] Come up next time Mr
Jackson does[.] Pleas write me a
letter and do not be discouraged
in sending papers|.] This letter
looks very bad but I know you
will excuse all as I am in a hurry
Good night.
Your affectionately
Mary Ann Brackett
Barnet Vt

PS I do not know as you can
read this but if you cannot just
tell me and I will try to write bet-
ter next time

The original of this letter is pre-
served in the St. Johnsbury Acadenry
Archives.  The editor is grateful to
archivist Joanne Bertrand for pointing
it out and helping in transcription.
Letters in this series are transcribed as
written with no corrections of spelling,
punctuation, or capitalization. FEdi-
tor’s additions are in brackets; words
missing are indicated by ellipses.
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anticipation. Holiday decora-
tions await the final touch of
white.

As usual, there are a few last
minute calls for garage appoint-
ments to have the snow tires
put on. As usual, a few extra
customers show up at the hard-
ware stores for salt or shovels,
more than a few at Morrisons
for feed or bird seed. The wild
birds, all fluffed up against the
cold, are already working the
feeders hard at the farm, they
feel what is coming better than
we do. The stillness is almost
oppressive, the milky skies gone
to battleship gray towards the
south. The diesel tractor engine
is hard to start. Clouds of heavy
blue smoke hang in the air as it
stutters and stammers and fi-
nally gets going.

At the Fairbanks Museum
weather center, Mark confers
briefly with Steve Maleski as his
shift ends. The isobars ate
tightening around a secondary
low developing off the coast.
How much snow and where? It
is all a matter of timing, of
“shadow effect” and tempera-

4 Happy
Holidays

fo one
and all

MSTS

See us by appointment
or by chance.

2 miles north of
West Burke off Route 5,
Sutton, VT
www.highbeams.com

802.467.3943

ture but this could be a big one.
It is already snowing in Spring-
field and Hartford, coming up
the Connecticut Valley about as
fast as a distracted tourist on
Route 5, but there is plenty of
time for a few more hitches of
firewood. This is the firewood
for two wintets from now, mind
you. The tractor rides hard on
the frozen ruts on the way up to
the wood lot. All the green is
gone from the fields, only the
tawny golds are left, with the
oaks standing out among the
hardwoods. Noon, hot soup on
the stove.

Now it is snowing in Brat-
tleboro, then Bellows Falls. The
District Seven road crews are
preparing for the long night
ahead. Plows are mounted on
the pick-up trucks cruising Rail-
road Street, too, and the cancel-
lation notices on the radio have

already started. Back in the
wood lot, the Kittredge Hills
still stand out clearly to the west
but that won’t last much longer.

The view to the south is
softening. Sound is coming up
the valley riding the storm, the
forlorn whine of tires on the
Interstate.

The first flakes of snow are
so fine it seems they too, are
heard before they are seen, just
a gentle rustling in the oak
leaves as the choker chains are
set. But on the return trip for
another hitch the Kittredge
Hills have faded away and the
rustling of flakes in the leaves
has become a steady hiss.

Now comes the sound of
the daily freight heading north,
calling out for the crossing in
East Barnet and hammering
across the bridges of the Pas-
sumpsic Valley. The locomotive

DADS 4 BY

TOOL & SUPPLY
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22 Memorial Drive, St. Johnsbury * 802-748-4208
10 Railroad Street, Wells River, VI 802-757-2000
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THE WAY,
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ADOPT-A-TANK

These poor homeless propane tanks
are looking for a good home. PLEASE HELP.
Now offering 24-hour Oil & Propane Service

810 Red Village Road * Lyndonville « 802-626-9859 « www.bournes.net

rosene — On & Off Road Diesel
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is frosted with snow as it shakes
the depot in St. Johnsbury,
three thousand horses headed
home pulling rock salt, recycled
paper and malt. Lights are com-
ing on; street lights, Christmas
lights, and there are a lot of
shoppers, too. Everyone is in a
good mood.

It seems like the season is fi-
nally becoming real. More folks
at Marty’s Quick Stop, too,
picking up fuel or last minute
groceries on their way home,
with feathers of snow brushing
across the asphalt. Within an
hour the asphalt will not be vis-
ible at all. As the night deepens
so does the snow, hanging

heavy on the pines, dimming
distant lights. No more worries
about water lines freezing, at
least for now.

A thick blanket is just the
thing for the long winter ahead.
boldly

emerges in the wood lot. Now,

A snowshoe hare
at last, its white coat will help it
hide from the owls, which ghost
through the air. A plow scrapes
its way along the highway, all
other sounds are deadened. In-
side the farmhouse, hot coals
glow on the hearth, and the
children are positively giddy as
they head to bed, certain of
school cancellations.

Wishing you
and yours a very

Fappy

Jim, Chris, Julie, Mike and Tim

. MAYO’S

»

GLASS ® SERVICE

744 Portland Street, St. Johnsbury, VT
(802) 748-8895 e (800) 286-6296

.. Take a class'this spring. -
Aee. Peceopslls P ;

ACCOUNTING
Financial Accounting - N

ALLIED HEALTH
Medical Terminology - N & S

ART & MUSIC

Acrylic Painting | - N

Digital Photography | - N
Drawing I - N

Guitar Il - N

Introduction to Studio Art - S

BIOLOGY

Human Anatomy & Physiology | - N
Human Anatomy & Physiology Il -N & S
Introduction to Biology - S
Introduction to Nutrition - N & S

BUSINESS
Principles of Marketing - S
Small Business Management - N

COMMUNICATION
Conflict Resolution - N
Effective Workplace Comm. - N & S

COMPUTERS
Microcomputer Applications | - N & S
Microcomputer Applications Il - N

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
American Judicial Process - N

EDUCATION

Assessment of Prior Learning - S
Community & Work Experience — S
Management of the Classroom - N

N = class in Newport
S = class in St. Johnsbury

1“ ==
com

ENGLISH

English Composition - N & S
Foundations of Reading & Writing =N & S
Global Issues in the Media - S
Introduction to Research Methods - N
Women & Literature - N

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
Natural History of Vermont - N

HUMANITIES

Dimensions of Freedom - N & S
Dimensions of Work - N & S
Seminar in Educational Inquiry - N
World History Il - N

MATHEMATICS

Basic Algebra-N & S

Basic Mathematics - N & S
Mathematical Concepts - N & S
Statistics | - N

PSYCHOLOGY
Child Development - N
Human Growth & Development — N & S

SOCIOLOGY
Ethnicity & Diversity in the U.S. - N

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Access to Success - S

Career Readiness Certificate - S
Intro. to College Studies - N & S

... and over 200 classes online.

COMMUNITYO

CEV:

OF VERMONT =

Newport 334-3387 e St. Johnsbury 748-6673

REGISTER NOW THROUGH JAN 15 ¢« WWW.CCV.EDU
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Entertainment recipes & tips

No Small Potatoes with 1Vanna Guldenschub

ecember creates the per-

fect storm for a party.
The house is decked with lights
and sparkle, a tree has been
brought inside and adorned
with ornament and there is a
sense of spirit and celebration
that permeates the air. We find
ourselves wanting to share this
spirit with others in some way.

I say have a party. While it is a
bit of work, it is always worth
the effort to welcome friends
and neighbors into your home
to celebrate the season.

Planning is key and I give you
some helpful food hints for a suc-
cessful party and a couple of
recipes for entertaining during the
holidays.

WESTERN AVENUE STATION

“your friendly full service station”

Specializing in
+ Exhaust systems
+ Brakes
“See Dan
the Muffler Man”

Mechanic

13 Western Ave. # St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 « (802) 748-2339

FOOD S0 GREAT

yOu Il Scrape your plate!

Dine-in or Grab’n Go

SANDWICHES « BAKED GOODS « HOMEMADE SOUP
BEER BATTERED FISH FRY ON FRIDAYS

&

%

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS

Call soon to pre-order our
delicious homemade BAKED GOODS
for your HOLIDAY FESTIVITIES

Xy

Located inside Petty Co Jct Store

at the corner of Rt 2 & Rt 18
in St. Johnsbury

6am.-2pm. /7 DAYS A WEEK

748-5560

Plan your menu:

Write down everything you
want to serve that evening, Buy
what you can ahead — cheeses, nuts
and frozen items. Don’t be afraid
to serve a prepared appetizer as
long as you have tried it and know
that it is really tasty. Some of the
easier items to include on the list
are a cheese tray with a variety of
cheeses,
shrimp platter, cocktail meatballs
and a couple of dips with appro-
priate crackers. Plan on one or two
heavier items (like the pork ten-
derloin below) or perhaps a ham
platter. You know what you and
your friends like to eat and plan ac-
cordingly.

Remember to put out some
sliced bread and condiments for
these items.

I like to use small disposable
plates and heavy plastic ware cut-
lery for an hors d’ocuvre buffet.
Guests can take a new plate and
not be burdened by carrying
around a china plate. Make sure
that you have the proper pieces of

a smoked salmon or

The

Creamery
Restaurant

Happy New Year

from the staff at
The Creamery.

Celebrating
32 Years of
Fine Dining

and Libations

{'; ( Diamonps
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HOLIDAYS

Gifts for Everyone
on your Christmas List.

Make their dreams come true.

)

HApPPY

Monday-Saturday 9-5 (11/23-12/24)

Evenings until 8 (12/14-12/23)

Hovipay Hours

Sunday 11-5 (12/6-12/20)

Jeweler

Jim Kennedy

1214 Main Street
St. Johnsbury, VT
I - T,

MEMBER

[EwELERS O

AMERICA )

cutlery for them to enjoy the buf-
fet. Both forks and knives and a
pile of napkins always make eating
easiet.

Have beverages available with
ice and glasses in a spot where
folks can help themselves. Wine,
beer and soft drinks are always a
winner and set up easily, but if you
want to serve mixed drinks it re-
quires a little more effort. I think
it always works well to take a little
extra time to set up a beverage
table so you don’t have to worry
about it during the night. A good
punch recipe can also be a real suc-
cess at a party.

Plan your time:

Do what you can eatly in the
day. Give yourself enough time to
enjoy preparing this food for your
friends. I find it a pleasure to cook
if T have I don’t have to rush to a
deadline.

Make the cheese platter in the
middle of the day and cover with
plastic wrap so it will be at room
temperature at service. It really
makes a difference in the taste of
the cheese to be served at the
propet temperature.

Make items like meatballs or
crab cakes early in the day and
store in a microwavable or oven-
proof container to heat before
service. I also sear any meat I am

serving early in the day and finish
it in the oven about an hour before
guests arrive.

In the afternoon clean up the
kitchen from the early preps and
save out an hour just for you to get
ready. You will be able to do the
last minute preparations without
worrying about guests arriving
early. Remember to wear an apron.

You will want to be checking
your list and checking it twice to
make certain you are serving all the
items you bought for your party.
Check on any frozen items you
have to cook and read the direc-
tions for preparation. Don’t let any
cooking times surprise you.

Plan to have fun:

When the guests start to arrive
the party has officially begun and
you should start having a fun time.
Enjoy the fact that there you ate
surrounded by friends and family
and even though you are the host
and have a certain amount of
work that has to be done during
the night, remember it is a cele-
bration and you should celebrate.

Sliced Pork Tenderloin

Pieces of thinly sliced pork
tenderloin make a perfect addition
to any hors d’oeuvre buffet. It is
easy to make this dish ahead of
time and the pieces are just the

Unique Gift Giving Ideas

Wzigueity

Boxed Christmas Cards, Clocks and Weather
Instruments,American Girl Doll Clothes,
Soaps, Candles, Lamps, Pottery,

Unique Jewelry & Barrettes,

Journals, Framed Prints, Vermont
Calendars, Handblown Glass Ball

Ornaments, Children’s Books, Puzzles
Galore, VT Syrup & Dressings...
and much, much more!

802) 748-1912

443 Raiﬁroad St.,

NORTHEAST
KINGD®M
AR'I'ISANS
(J U e 1 )

St. Johnsbury, VT

| ﬁll& Blﬂﬂ cooperative

Featuring gifts from over 100 Vermont artisans

THE BACKROOM

HoLipay SHow
featuring new works |
by current and
qguest artisans

Nov 27t to Jan 10th

: 10:30 - 5:30 Every Day

*

Under the Purple Awning at

430 Railroad St, St. Johnsbury, VT

802.748.0158 | www.nekartisansguild.com




right size to fit on your guests’ ap-
petizer plate with other goodies. 1
like to brine the tenderloins for a
few hours before cooking
(overnight is okay). You can sear
them in the morning of the party
and finish them in the oven right
before the party, freeing up your
prep time just before guests artive.
They add heattiness to the patty
fare and everyone will comment
on how tender and tasty they ate.
The recipe below is for 2 pieces of
tendetloin — use more rub and
brine if you are doing 4 to 6 pieces.

2 pork tenderloins (not flavored)
for every 10 people

Enough brine to cover the pork
(see recipe below)

1-2 cups spicy rub (see recipe
below or buy one you like)
Balsamic reduction (see recipe
below)

Olive oil

Make the Brine:

¥ cup sugar

Y cup salt

3to 4 cups of apple cider

Mix the salt and sugar with 2
cups of hot water. Dissolve thor-
oughly, let cool and put in a large
non reactive bowl with the apple
cider.

Make the Rub:

Y cup salt

¥4 cup sugar

Y cup paprika

Y% cup ground ancho or chipotle
peppers

Trout River Brewing
Route 5, Lyndonville, VT

(802) 626-9396

Y% cup cocoa powder
Ya cup black pepper
1 tablespoon dried thyme

Mix all the ingredients together
and put in a mason jar with lid.
Shake until they are well com-
bined. You will have extra rub but
it will keep indefinitely in the jar
and you will find many uses for
this tasty flavoring. You can do this
a few days to a week ahead. T al-
ways have some in my kitchen to
flavor any meat that I cook.

Make the Balsamic Reduction:
1 cup balsamic vinegar
1 cup duck sauce or plum sauce

Put the vinegar and sauce in a
sauce pan and
medium heat until slightly syrupy.

reduce over

You can do this up to a few days
ahead.

Completely submerge the pork
tenderloins in the brine mix and
weight with a plate so the meat re-
mains under the liquid. Keep it in
the refrigerator while it is brining,
Let the pork brine for at least 3
hours — overnight is even better.

Take the potk out of the brine
and pat dry.

Rub the outside thoroughly
with the rub and let sit for another
hout.

You are now ready to sear the
pork on all sides so it is almost
chatred. I do this in a cast iron skil-
let — but any kind of frying pan
will do. Heat the pan with a little
olive oil till very hot and lay the
pork in the pan. It will sizzle and
sputter and you can turn the heat
down a little, but remember that
you will want it charred on all
sides. Keep turning it till you have
accomplished that.

At this point you can set the
pork aside until about 1 hour be-
fore you will serve it. You will need
to finish the cooking in a 350 to
400 degree oven for about 30 min-
utes. Take the pork out of the
oven and let rest for about at least
2 hour. Cut the pork into thin
slices and overlap the pieces on a
festive serving platter. Drizzle the
balsamic reduction over the top of
the slices and set out on your table.

Smoked Trout Dip

It's simple, different and gour-
met. You couldn't ask for a better
addition to any celebration. Serve
with crudités or crackers. The fes-
tive look of the red pepper and
green parsley make it perfect for
the season.

1 Ib. cream cheese (softened to
room temperature)

Homemade Ice Cream

Located on Route 302 (Bath RD.) in Woodsville, NH. 03785

Our Dip Shop will be closing Columbus Day weekend
on October 12",

But you don’t have to wait until next season to enjoy

your favorite Slick’s flavors.

We now offer 320z. quarts at these fine retailers:

In New Hampshire
Aldrich General Store
Northrops
Littieton Co-0p
Swiftwater Way Station
. Wilson's Shoppe

&

For Dip Shop hours or questions
Please call (603) 747-2008

In Vermont
Marty's 1 Stop
Newhury Village
Barnet Village Store
W. Barnet Qwick Stop
Derby Village Store
Holy Mackeral

New This Year!
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Rome & Atomic

802-626-3215

Gift Certificates
Great Christmas Gifts!

Ski Tune-ups starting at 25

Atomic & Line Skis — " Snowboards
~EAST BURKE SPORTS™
25% OFF 25% OFF
. Alpina XC Ski Touring | Atomic Snowboard Pkg
gltrlz (iI’PCjI’ f‘aﬂi%ﬁf Package with Rottefella board, boots & bindings
Scott )é oggles nnn Bindings and Poles $
& Poles Jr. Pkg, °169.95 BOOTS,sB’iNon{!gg 2 lgl.l(,)THING
ALL ON SALE! Adult $199.95 25% OFF
Rt. 114 Open 7 Days
East Burke, VT Fr ’end’y Professional Service All Major Credit

Snowboard Tune-ups starting at *30
Binding Test & Adjustment 15

Cards Accepted

Layaway Program
Available
Until Christmas

o % oy Mot
o -»%%«- -2%)&
N X AR

M ¥,
-»%?;«:—-P%é(—
N R/RAR AR

Y, ” 3
o
RN AR N

M S Y
3
N R AR PR 7N R

www.northstarmonthly.com DECEMBER 2009 27

1/4 cup mayonnaise

1/4 cup chopped parsley

1/4 cup finely chopped sweet red
pepper (a combination of sweet
and hot peppers make it interest-
ing)

1/2 to 1 Ib. smoked trout (depend-
ing on how much you want to
spend)

Salt and pepper to taste

Place the cream cheese, may-
onnaise in the bowl of a food
processor fitted with the metal
blade. Puree until smooth. Add

the chopped parsley and red pep-
per and pulse on and off until just
combined. Add salt and pepper to
taste and pulse on and off again.
skin the
smoked trout and chop into small

Remove from
picces. Add to the cream cheese
mix in the processor and pulse
until combined. You don't want
the trout to be pureed, just fully
incorporated.

Let the dip rest for an hour or
two before service. It can be
stored in the refrigerator for 3
days before serving.

Construction lnc.? |

For all your §
Construction Needs ﬁ :

Large or Small

Custom Homes ¢ Remodeling ¢ Addition ¢ Roofing ¢ Siding ¢ Decks
Painting - Interior or Exterior, No Matter What Size ¢ Fully Insured

1085 Rte 2 East, Danville, VT 05828 « 802-684-9955
Trent Cell 802-535-9108 « Nate Cell 802-535-7303 « Fax 802-684-3414

for over 100 years

Kinney Pike Insurance, Inc

Kinney Pike

Protecting Families & Businesses
in Vermont and New Hampshire

39.1010
www kinneypike.com

now offering

Quality Meats & Fresh Produce
Brammer Creek Seafoods
Thick, Juicy Steaks & Ground Beef (Fresh Cut on Site)
Locally Grown Vegetables
Fresh Sandwiches, Burgers, McKenzie Hot Dogs
“Extensive Wine Selection”

Propane - Camping & Picnic Supplies
Hollyberry’'s Famous Bakery Products (Fresh Daily)
Ultimate Selection of Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream
Movies « ATM « TMA's « VAST Maps

461 Route 114 | East Burke / Vermont 05832
802.626.5010
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What's happening at town hall

Barnet

Town Clerk: Benjamin Heisholt
Selectboard: Ted Faris, Gary
Bunnell and Jeremy Roberts

November 9, 2009
Snowmobile Club — Ross Page
appeared, as is his annual custom,
to discuss the upcoming snowmo-
biling season with the Board. For
the 2009-2010 season he re-
quested the Board allow snow-
mobile access on Bony Woods
Road and Somerhill Road to con-
nect trails, as has been the prac-
tice in  previous  years.
Additionally, due a temporary
change in trail configuration
caused by a property transfer, he
requested access on Stevenson
Road that will only be necessary
in the 2009-2010 season. After
brief discussion, the Board agreed
by voice vote to grant the Bayley-
Hazen Road Snowmobile Club
road access.
Harveys Lake - Chair Theodore
Faris noted recent correspon-
dence with Dr. Richard N.

Downer of the Department of En-
vironmental Engineering at the
University of Vermont (UVM) re-
garding the Harvey’s Lake Dam.
This Department at UVM is seek-
ing projects with practical design
problems to assign students. One
potential project is to design and
build a sluice gate to fit into the
current stoplog slots at the Har-
vey’s Lake Dam. After brief dis-
cussion, Board agreed that Faris
will write a letter to UVM with
request for such a project.

Danville

Town Clerk: Wendy Somers
Town Administrator - Merton
Leonard

Selectboard: Steve Larrabee,
Denise Briggs, Doug Pastula,
Marvin Withers and Michael
Walsh

October 15, 2009
Autumn on the Green - Cheryl
Linsley thanked the Board and
town employees that helped with
this year’s very successful Au-

Marty’s 1st Stop

US Route 2 » Danville, VT » (802) 684-2574

Mon.-Thurs. 5:30 a.m.-8:30 p.m.
Fri. & Sat. 7 a.m.-9 p.m.
Sun. 7 a.m.-8 p.m.

Megabucks Tickets
Mobil Speed Pass

DELI

PIZZA served everyday

DANVILLE SCHOOL

2009-2010 Schedule
Athletic Director: Merlyn Courser CAA

Boys High School Basketball

December

3 Thursday Enosburg @ Danville 5:30/7:00

8 Tuesday Danville @ Blue Mountain Union 6:00/7:30
10 Thursday Danville @ Richford 6:00/7:30
15  Tuesday Danville @ BFA 6:00/7:30
17 Thursday Richford @ Danville 5:30/7:30
22 Tuesday Concord @ Danville 6:00/7:30
29 Saturday Blue Mtn. @ Danville 6:00/7:30
January

5 Tuesday Danville @ Peoples 6:00/7:30

7  Thursday Danville @ Stowe 6:00/7:30
15 Friday Northfield @ Danville 6:00/7:30
20  Wednesday Hazen @ Danville 6:00/7:30
22 Friday Peoples @ Danville 5:30/7:00
27 Wednesday Danville @ Enosburg 5:30/7:00
29 Friday BFA @ Danville 6:00/7:30
February

3 Wednesday Danville @ Northfield 6:00/7:30

5 Friday Danville @ Winooski 5:30/7:00
10 Wednesday Richford @ Danville 6:00/7:30
12 Friday Lake Region @ Danville 6:00/7:30
17 Wednesday Danville @ Lake Region 6:00/7:30
19 Friday Stowe @ Danville 6:00/7:30

Girls High School Basketball

December

2 Wednesday Blue Mtn. @ Danville 5:30/7:00

4 Friday Danville @ Concord 5:30/7:00

9 Wednesday Cabot @ Danville 6:00/7:30
16  Wednesday Danville @ Twinfield 5:30/7:00
21 Monday Richford @ Danville 5:30/7:00
23 Wednesday Danville @ Blue Mtn. 6:00/7:30
28 Monday Stowe @ Danville 6:00/7:30
30  Wednesday Northfield @ Danville 6:00/7:30
January

6  Wednesday Danville @ Peoples 6:00/7:30

8 Friday Hazen @ Danville 6:00/7:30
16  Saturday Danville @ Enosburg 1:00/2:30
22 Friday Danville @ Northfield 6:00/7:30
26 Tuesday Peoples @ Danvilles 6:00/7:30
28 Thursday Danville @ Hazen 6:00/7:30
30 Saturday BFA @ Fairfax 1:00/2:30
February

2 Tuesday Enosburg @ Danville 5:30/7:00

4 Thursday Danville @ Stowe 6:00/7:30
6 Saturday Winooski @ Danville 11:00/12:30
9 Tuesday Danville @ Richford 5:30/7:00
11 Thursday Lake Region @ Danville 6:00/7:30

tumn on the Green event. She
noted that of people that signed
the guest book, 43 states and 22
countries were represented. With
the success, there comes the in-
creasing problem of traffic and
emergency service access in the
area. Everyone agreed that prior
to all of next year’s large events
that a traffic pattern needs to be
established with enough man-
power to direct it.

Road Agent — Kevin Gadapee re-
ported that he had spent the day at
his final management class. He
presented his term paper which he
chose to write a controlled sub-
stance and alcohol testing policy,
which he hopes to have the Board
approve as a town policy. He will
have the town attorney review it
for all legalities. With the flurry
of snow that fell, a plow frame
was installed on one truck and the
others will get any necessary re-
pairs, get their sanders opera-
tional, and plows installed. The
snow was also a reminder that
there is still winter sand to haul
and stockpile. He also reminded
the contractor on the water proj-
ect that the roads need to be
smoothed up and patched before
serious snow arrives. He noted
that they have finished the FEMA
work on Coles Pond Road and are
working to finish up the remain-
der of the FEMA work.

Route 2 — Town Administrator
Merton Leonard reported that
Ken Mason of VTrans is in town
contacting landowners with offers
for their property in connection
with the Route 2 project. Notice
was received from the Vermont
Department of Environmental
Conservation that they have re-
ceived and are reviewing the ap-
plication for the Route 2 storm
water collection basin below the
church across from Marty’s. As a
member of the LVRT Committee,
Steve Larrabee offered additional
information that it was the Act-
250 coordinators that upheld the
appeal, which will now open the
trail system to the Act-250
process. That could mean that all
trail development of the LVRT
will be required to have a land use
permit.

Lyndon

Town Clerk - Lisa Barrett
Administrative Assistant - Dan
Hill

Selectmen: Martha Feltus, Kevin
Calkins and Kermit Fisher

October 26, 2009
Sanitation Bid Results - Three
bids were received for curbside
rubbish pick up in Lyndon. One
bid was incomplete and the bid

from FHRR was too high. Mo-
tion made by Kermit Fisher, sec-
onded by Kevin Calkins, to
accept the bid from Myers for two
years of service at $13,100 per
month plus $56 per ton. The four
municipal dumpsters will be
billed at $276 per month. The cur-
rent contract expires Dec. 31.
Motion carried 3-0.

VLCT Request - VLCT is asking
individual towns with wastewater
systems to contribute to the legal
fund for the current wastewater li-
censing issue that has arisen in the
state. Motion made by Kevin
Calkins, seconded by Kermit
Fisher, to contribute $300 to the
Amicus Fund with the funds com-
ing out of the wastewater fund.
Motion carried 3-0.

Peacham

Town Clerk: Bruce Lafferty
Selectmen: Richard Browne, Tim
McKay and Andy Cochran.

October 21, 2009
Zoning lIssue - A zoning ordi-
nance situation regarding a house
under construction on Green Bay
Loop was discussed. Local neigh-
bors expressed their concerns to
the Board. Landscaping of the
property was thoroughly re-
viewed. The Board reiterated the
town’s agreement with the
landowner. The Board will share
the neighbors’ concerns with the
landowner but encouraged the
neighbors to also communicate
their concerns directly with the
property owner.
Barry Lawson - Lawson dis-
cussed the Town’s application for
a grant with the Vermont Com-
munity Development Program
Planning Grant organization. The
grant is funded by the Housing
and Urban Development Depart-
ments and has both state and fed-
eral guidelines. The grant will
encompass planning for the Town
Hall renovations and affordable
and senior housing. The NVDA
and the Gilman Housing Trust
have agreed to support the grant
application. A hearing was held in
the town gym for public input and
questions.
Tax appeals - Three tax appeals
have been received by the Cale-
donia Superior Court. Further in-
structions from the court are
pending.
Lister opening - A letter of inter-
est from Deborah Carpilio re-
garding the current lister vacancy
was received by the Board. The
Board voted to appoint Carpilio
to the Lister position.
Snow Roller - A note was re-
ceived from Dick Hovey regard-
ing the proposed snow roller

Sanderson’s Wooden Bowls

Perfect for that Special Gift
Each Bowl is Hand-turned

from Native Vermont Hard-

wood
www.vtbowls.com

Sam & Weeza Sanderson
2902 VT RT 114 East Burke, VT, (802) 626-9622

Visitors Always Welcome

replica acquisition. An authentic
antique snow roller has been
found to purchase by Allen
Thresher, Jr. at no charge to the
town. Hovey requested the
Board’s assistance in dealing with
any minor storage problems at the
roller barn.

St. Johnsbury

Town Manager: Michael Welch
Town Clerk: Sandy Grenier
Selectboard: Bryon Quatrini,
Gary Reis, Daniel Kimbell, Jim
Rust, and Jean Hall Wheeler.

October 26,2009
Salaries - Russ Hutchins re-
quested the Board consider print-
ing the salaries and benefits of all
town employees in the Town Re-
port. Hutchins said that he be-
lieves that the School Board will
do this as well. He feels this is
critical information for the voters.
The Board said they would con-
sider the request.
Bike Path - Board member Jim
Rust said he wanted to make it
clear that the St. Johnsbury Board
did not agree or vote to use emi-
nent domain for the Bike Path.
Jean Hall Wheeler said the Board
agreed to set a date to try and ac-
quire the Right-of-ways by agree-
ment, and if that did not happen,
then the Board would revisit the
question of meeting with our leg-
islative delegation to discuss the
Bike Path.
Three Rivers Path— Kevin Rus-

December 2009 Menu

West Barnet
Senior Meal
Site

Meals served at West Barnet
Church. All meals served with
a beverage. Reservations not
required. Suggested donation

of $3.00 per meal is appreci-
ated. Phone (802) 633-4068.

Dec. 2 -
cheese, hot dogs, pickled
beets, stewed tomatoes, bis-

Macaroni and

cuit and brownies.

Dec. 4 - Buffet

Dec. 9 - Chicken noodle
soup, bologna and cheese
sandwich, jello and fruit.
Dec. 11 - Hot roast beef
sandwich with gravy, mashed
copper

sliced

potatoes, broccoli,

penny carrots and
peaches.

Dec. 16 - Corn chowder, egg
salad sandwich, fruit salad,
cottage cheese, chocolate
pudding.

Dec. 18 - Spaghetti and meat-
balls, tossed salad, Italian
bread and apricots.

Dec. 23 - Baked ham, sweet
potatoes, cole slaw, peas and
carrots, homemade rolls and
pumpkin rolls.

Dec. 25 - Merry Christmas.
Dec. 30 - Lasagna, tossed
salad, Italian bread and cake

and ice cream.




sell stated that he has received
verbal indication from CVPS that
they will contribute the easement
for the Three Rivers ROW. The
area for the parking lot will be
outside of the project, and will be
subject to a separate licensing
agreement. Kevin Russell said he
has also had recent conversations
with Bruce Ralston. Laural Rug-
gles, NVRH, stated that she is a
member of the Fit & Healthy
Coalition, which was formed in
2004 as a subgroup of the St.
Johnsbury Community Health
Committee. She said the Fit and
Healthy Coalition actually went
on a walking tour of the Three
Rivers Path alignment and she be-
lieves the path will be used by
many people once it is con-
structed — and that there are many
great locations along the path.

Dog Pound - Town Manager
Mike Welch provided the Board
with a copy of Concord’s agree-
ment with Riverside Boarding to
serve as a shelter for stray dogs.
Welch and Board member Bryon
Quatrini met with representatives
from Riverside as they would like
to offer this service to the Town
of St. Johnsbury. Some of the
concerns associated with this are
having the animal control officer
transport the dogs to Lunenburg,
having a place to adequately
house dogs if the folks from
Lunenburg come here to pick
them up (as it would be the next
day), collection of fees and mak-
ing certain that dogs receive their

December 2009 Menu

Danville Senior

Action Center

Meals at Danville Methodist
Church. All meals served with
a beverage, homemade breads
and desserts. Reservations are
appreciated by calling (802)
684-3903 before 9:30 a.m. on
day of the meal. A donation
of $4 for guests 60+ (Others
$5) is appreciated.

Dec. 1 - Ravioli with meat
sauce, broccoli, carrots and
gatlic bread.

Dec. 3 - Crabcakes, penne
with lobster sauce, peas and
carrots, rolls and oranges.
Dec. 8 - Pulled pork sand-
wiches, cole slaw, tropical fruit
and cobbler.

Dec. 10 - Vegetable chili,
baked potatoes, hot dogs,
bread pudding.

Dec. 13 - Annual Christmas
Dinner at the Danville Inn.
Spots available be reservation.
Dec. 15 - Swedish meatballs,
egg noodles, rolls, cranberry
sauce and winter squash.
Dec. 17 - Chicken cacciatore,
rice, rolls, broccoli and can-
teloupe.

Dec. 22 - Pot roast with car-
rots and potatoes, rolls, apple
sauce and oatmeal cookies.
Dec. 24 - Stuffed shells, gatlic
bread, broccoli and carrots.
Dec. 29 - Chicken Picatta, rice
pilaf, broccoli, carrots and
rolls.

Dec. 31 - Oven BBQ chicken,
past with pesto sauce, sweet
potato fries and V-8 juice.

rabies shots and licenses before
being released. Jo Guertin, Ani-
mal Control Officer, said that she
works for the same amount she
did 10 years ago — and she does
not want to incur additional costs
for traveling to Lunenburg to drop
off dogs. Jo said that any young
dogs that she houses now for St.
Johnsbury are not kept outdoors.
She said that 90 percent of the
dogs outdoors are primarily out-
door dogs. Welch said the Town
has supported efforts to get a shel-
ter operational in St. Johnsbury —
but, to date that has not been ac-
complished.

Snow Removal - Welch informed
the Board that a request for pro-
posals had been prepared and cir-
culated to local contractors
soliciting quotes for the removal
of snow from the Community
Center roof. An advertisement
was placed in the Caledonian-
Record. No quotes were received.
Welch encouraged members of
the Board to provide names of
any vendors who should be ap-
proached.

Walden

Town Clerk: Lina Smith
Selectboard: Dave Brown, Doug
Luther and Perley Greaves.

October 37, 2009
Intersection - Bud Clifford asked
the Board to consider putting up
barriers at the corner of Route 15
and Noyestar Road. He noted
that this already dangerous inter-
section is now being further ob-
structed by cars parking along the
apartment house on the corner
making it hard to see oncoming
traffic as you pull out. Dave
Brown will talk to the state about
this.
Dog Abuse - Constable Bill
Huntoon reported that he had a
dog abuse case pending. He also
wanted people to keep a look out
and call him if they see a white
Mazda with significant frontend
damage. This vehicle has caused
some property damage on Peter
Clark’s propery off of Bayley
Hazen Road.
Burglaries - Dave Brown re-
ported that he had been contacted
by the Select Board of Stannard

WHEELER | Wheeler Sports
Team Sports Products
True Value £V,
Building Materials ][mlalg(es_ Of \ ernmont
A Silkscreening and Embroidery
29 Church Street 246 Church Street
Lyndonville, VT 05851 Lyndonville, VT 05851
(802) 626-5102 (802) 626-8235
or 626-5040 Fax: (802) 626-6180
Email: wheel56@together.net
Lyndon Institute Athletic Events
Winter 2009-2010
Athletic Director: Paul E. Wheeler (802) 626-9164
BOYS BASKETBALL (JV/V) GIRLS BASKETBALL (JV/V)
12/8/09 at Hazen 6/ 7:30 12/2/09 at Hazen 6/ 7:30
12/10/09 at Lake Region 6/ 7:30 12/4/09 at Peoples 6/ 7:30
12/12/09 SF Tourney TBA 12/11/09 (H) HAZEN 5:30/ 7
12/15/09 SF Tourney TBA 12/14/09 | (H) LAKE REGION 5:30/ 7
12/21/09 (H) STIA 5:30/ 7 12/17/09 (H) HOLIDAY TOURNEY 7:45
1/2/10 (H) HAZEN 5:30/ 7 12/19/09 (H) HOLIDAY TOURNEY 1:00
1/6/10 at Montpelier 6/ 7:30 12/23/09 (H) RANDOLPH 5:30/ 7
1/8/10 at Lamoille 6/ 7:30 12/30/09 (H) OXBOW 5:30/ 7
1/12/10 (H) U-32 5:30/ 7 1/5/10 at Thetford 6/ 7:30
1/14/10 at Randolph 5:30/ 7 1/7/10 at Lamoille 6/ 7:30
1/16/10 (H) THETFORD 1/ 2:30 1/9/10 (H) MONTPELIER 1/ 2:30
1/22/10 at Harwood 5:30/ 7 1/15/10 at Harwood 5:30/ 7
1/27/10 (H) OXBOW 5:30/ 7 1/18/10 at U-32 5:30/ 7
1/29/10 (H) MONTPELIER 5:30/ 7 1/21/10 at Randolph 6/ 7:30
2/3/10 (H) LAMOILLE 5:30/ 7 1/26/10 at Oxbow 6/ 7:30
2/5/10 (H) RANDOLPH 5:30/ 7 1/28/10 (H) THETFORD 5:30/ 7
2/8/10 at U-32 5:30/ 7 2/2/10 (H) LAMOILLE 5:30/ 7
2/10/10 at Thetford 6/ 7:30 2/4/10 at Montpelier 6/ 7:30
2/17/10 | (H)HARWOOD | 5:30/7 2/9/10 (H) HARWOOD 5:30/ 7
2/19/10 at Oxbow 6/ 7:30 2/11/10 (H) U-32 5:30/7
FROSH BASKETBALL Boys FROSH BASKETBALL Girls
FTE IR =55 12/3/09 (H) u-32. 5:30
1575100 () HARWOOD 1100 12/9/09 at Lake Region 5:30
12909 | at Lake Region 7:00 12716109 at Oxbow £:00
12/22/09 (H) LAMOILLE 7:00 12/22/09 (H) LAMOILLE 5:30
12728109 | _at North Country 7:00 12/28/09 | at North Country 5:30
4710 at Lamoille 7:30 AR at Lamolle 6:00
1/7/10 at St. Johnsbury 6:30 11//171//11% at(it). é(;(hgzzcry ggg
1/13/10 at U-32 7:00 -
T15/10 | (H) ENOSBURG | 7:00 113710 atys2 230
1718110 ) STIA 7700 1/15/10 (H) ENOSBURG 5:30
1/20/10 at Hazen 7:30 118110 () STIA 5:30
123/10 al Harwood 1:30 L/20110 at Hazen 6:00
T5eTT0 NGO =55 1/25/10 (H) NCU 5:30
1729110 at Enosburg 7:00 1/29/10 | _at Enosburg 530
2172010 | (H) LAKE REGION 7700 2/1/2010 |(H) LAKE REGION 5:30
2/4/10 (H) HAZEN 7:00
ICE HOCKEY
12/2/09 at Peoples 6:00
12/5/09 | (H) NORTH COUNTRY | 6:00
12/9/09 at Milton 6:00
12/12/09| (H) ST. JOHNSBURY 6:00
12/16/09| at Northfield Tourney 5:30
12/16/09 vs. St. Johnsbury 5:30
12/18/09| at Northfield Tourney TBA
12/22/09 at MSJ 5:00
12/30/09 at Montpelier 6:00 G O
1/2/10 (H) STOWE 3:00
1/9/10 at MMU 7:00
1/13/10 (H) MIDDLEBURY 6:00 VIKING S '
1/16/10 (H) PEOPLES 7:00 O
1/20/10 (H) MILTON 5:00
1/23/10 (H) MSJ 5:00
1/27/10 (H) MISSISQUOI 6:00
1/30/10 at Brattleboro 2:45
2/3/10 (H) U-32 7:00
2/6/10 at Northfield 4:00
2/10/10 (H) WOODSTOCK 6:00
2/13/10 at St. Johnsbury 6:00
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in regard to break ins that have
occurred in the surrounding
towns. He expected to be notified
when a meeting would be sched-
uled with the State Police but
noted that he had since become
aware that this meeting had al-
ready taken place and Walden
was not notified. He will follow
up on this.

Drafting Students - Perley
Greaves noted that he had talked
to the drafting teacher at St.
Johnsbury Academy regarding
plans for the new town garage.
The drafting class would like to
do the design plans as a project.
The board agreed to this and will

visit some of the surrounding
towns to decide what the town
needs.

Health Violations - Dave Brown
reported that he had received a
call from a tenant regarding
health violations at rental prop-
erty on Bayley Hazen Road. He
noted that Health Officer, Jennifer
Persons has filed a report and as
a result many of the violations
have been corrected. The tenant
has now asked the Board to be-
come involved in this issue. After
discussion, the board declined.
They felt this was a civil matter
and not one the town should be
involved in.

www.unionbankvt.com

Union Bank

St. Johnsbury Academy
Winter 2009-2010 Sports Schedule

Member FDIC

Boys Basketball

Varsity and Junior Varsity
Varsity Game follows JV Game

December

@ Essex (A) 5/6:30
7 Brattleboro (H) 5/6:30
10 North Country (H) 5/6:30
14  Rice (H) 5:30/7
21 Lyndon (A) 5:30/7
23 Rutland (H) 5/6:30
30 Brattleboro (A) 5/6:30
January

4 Colchester (H) 5/6:30
7 Champlain Valley (A) 5/6:30
12 Rice (H) 5/6:30
14 Essex (H) 5/6:30
22 Mount Mansfield (H) 5/6:30
26 Spaulding (A) 5/6:30
29 So. Burlington (A) 5/6:30
February

2 Burlington (H) 5/6:30
5 Spaulding (H) 5/6:30
9 Mt. Mansfield (A) 5/6:30
12 North Country (A) 5/6:30
16 Burlington (A) 5/6:30
19 South Burlington (H) 5/6:30

Girls & Boys Basketball

Freshmen

December

1 Mt. Mansfield (H) 6/7:30

g North Country (A) 6/7:30

5 Cvu (H) 12/1:30

8 Spaulding (H) 5/6:30

16 Burlington (A) 5/6:30

23 Essex (A) 5:30/7

January

2 Mt. Mansfield (B) (A) 11:00
Oxbow (G)

5 Hartford (A) 4/5:30

7 Lyndon Institute (H) 5/6:30

9 Rutland (A) 12/1:30

12 Ccvwu (A) 5/6:30

16 Spaulding (A) 10/11:30

18 Lyndonville (A) 5:30/7

21 North Country (H) 5/6:30

23 Rutland (H) 1/1:30

29 Essex (H) 5/6:30

February

1 Hartford (H) 5/6:30

6 Frosh Boys Tour. (A) 6/7:30

8 StJ/BFA/Essex/BHS (A) 10/11:30

Nordic Skiing

December

12 CVU (A) 10:00

15 Peoples Academy (A) 3:00

19 Essex (A) 10:00

22 Harwood (A) 3:00

January

2 NCU (A) 10:30

9 South Burlington (A) 10:00

13 Colchester (A) 4:00

15 Lyndon Institute (A) 1:00

19 Harwood (A) 3:00

23  Brattleboro (A) 11:00

27  Rutland (A) 3:00

February

10 Peoples Academy (A) 3:00

17  North Country (A) 4:00

20 BFAS/BHS (A) 10:30

26 State Meet (A) 10:30

March

1 State Meet (A) 10:30

Alpine Skiing

December

7 St.JILI(H)

16 NCU (A)

January

5 Essex w/Lamoille (A)

7 Harwood (A)

9 CVU(A)

13 South Burlington (A)

15 Lyndon (A)

27  MMU (A)

28  Mt. Abraham w/South Burlington (A)

February

5 Essex Invitational (A)
6 Essex Invitational (A)
10 NCU(A)

16  Girls NVAC (A)

18  Boys NVAC (A)
March

1 Boys State Meet (A)
4 Girls State Meet (A)

Girls Basketball

Varsity and Junior Varsity
Varsity Game follows JV Game

December

4 Brattleboro (H) 5/6:45
10  Spaulding Tournament (A) 5:30
12 Spaulding Tournament (A) TBA
15  Spaulding (H) 5/6:45
18  Brattleboro (H) 5/6:45
22 North Country (A) 5/6:45
29  Burlington (H) 5/6:45
January

2 Rutland (H) 1/2:45
5 Essex (A) 5/6:45
8 Champlain Valley (H) 5/6:45
11 BFASt. Albans (A) 5/6:45
14  Rice (A) 5/6:45
22 Spaulding (A) 5/6:45
25  North Country (H) 5/6:45
28  Burlington (A) 5/6:45
February

1 Essex (H) 5/6:45
4 Champlain Valley (A) 5/6:45
8 BFA St. Albans (H) 5/6:45
13 Rice (H) 5/6:45
Hockey

December

2 Brattleboro (NL) (H) 6:00
5 Mt. St. Josephs’ (L)(A) 12:00
9 U-32 (NL)(H) 6:00
12 Lyndon Institute (NL)(A) 6:00
16  Northfield Tourn (NL)(A) 5:30
18  Northfield Tourn (NL) (A) TBA
22 Stowe (NL)(A) 6:30
30  Northfield (L)(H) 6:00
January

2 Missisquoi (L)(H) 5:00
6 Brattleboro (L)(A) 6:30
9 Woodstock (L)(A) 8:10
16  Middlebury (L)(H) 5:00
20  North Country (NL)(H) 7:00
23 Montpelier (L)(A) 8:00
27 Milton (L)(A) 8:00
30 U-32(L)A) 8:00
February

3 Stowe (L)(A) 5:00
6 Peoples’ Academy (L)(H) 6:00
11 Mt Mansfield (L)(A) 7:45
13  Lyndon Institute (L)(H) 6:00
Wrestling

December

5 North/South Duals (A) 10:00
10  Milton & Randolph (A) 6:00
12  Early Bird Invitational (H) 10:00
16 MMU & Harwood (A) 6:00
22  Spaulding & Milton (H) 6:00
29  Hubie Wagner Invit. (A) 10:00

January
6 Randolph & Vergennes (A)7:00

9 Newfound Invitational (A) 10:00
13  Mt. Abe & Essex (H) 6:00
16  Mt. Anthony Invite

22  Essex Classic (A) 3:30
23  Essex Classic (A) 10:30
26 Champlain Valley (H) 6:00
28  Milton & Enosburg (A) 6:00
30 Colchester Invite (A) 10:00
February

4 Middlebury (H) 6:00
6 Jason Lowell (A) 10:00
10  Colchester (A) 6:00
20 JV States (Spaulding) (A) 10:00
26  State Championships (A) 6:00
27  State Championships (A) 6:00
28  State Championships (A) 10:00
March

5 N.E. Championships TBA

6 N.E. Championships TBA
Gymnastics

December

5 South Burlington (H) 1:00
14 Milton & U-32 (NL) (H) 6:00
19  SB Holiday Invite (NL) (A) 12:00
21 Essex (H) 6:00
29 Champlain Valley (A) 1:00
January

8 Harwood (A) 7:00
12 CVU w/Midd(NL) (A) 7:00
22 Randolph (A) 7:00
30 Middlebury (H) 1:00
February

5 U-32 (A) 7:00
13 State Meet (A) 2:00




Business Identification at a Reasonable Price $85.00/ year Price Includes Free Subscription

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Accounting & Tax Preperation

Books

>HKenneth M. Biathrow, CPA

Tax preparation services -Personal, business, estate. Ac-
counting services, financial statements review and compi-
lation. P.O. Box 528, 364 Railroad St., St.Johnsbury, VT
05819. (802) 748-2200.

>McCormick & Company P.C.

Dwight E. Lakey, CPA; Robin C. Gauthier, CPA. 1360 Main
Street, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819-2285. (802) 748-4914.
(800) 516-CPAS.

>A.M. Peisch & Company LLC

A five-office Vermont based accounting firm specializing in
individual and business tax services, financial and retire-
ment planning, accounting, auditing and estate planning.
We provide technology services including network security,
operational reviews and accounting support. 1020 Memo-
rial Drive, St. Johnsbury, VT. 05819. (802) 748-5654.

>H&R Block

Tax, Mortgage and Financial Services. D. Neil Stafford,
master tax advisor. 443 Railroad Street, Suite 1, St. Johns-
bury, VT 05819. (802) 748-5319. 76 Main Street, PO Box
65, Littleton, NH 03561. And Lyndonville Branch (Jan.-
Apr.) 101 Depot Street, Lyndonville VT 05851. (802) 626-
0884.

>Lisa Burrington, EA, LLC

“Enrolled to practice before the IRS.” Tax and accounting
services for individuals and small businesses. Address:
106 Hill Street Lyndonville, VT 05851 Phone: (802) 626-
9140 Fax: (802) 626-9141 Email: lisaburrington@myfair-
point.net.

»Magnus & Associates

Tax planning and preparation, 459 Portland St., St. Johns-
bury, Vt.. Contact Ed Magnus at (802) 748-5555 or
sungam@myfairpoint.net.

Antlques

>Antiques & Emporium

Antiques, glassware, furniture, clocks, paintings & prints,
collectibles, jewelry, handmade rugs, and much more. Al-
ways buying. Open Daily: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Closed Tues-
days. 182 South Wheelock Road, Lyndonville, VT 05851.
(802) 626-3500.

>Saranac Street Antiques

We feature a very large selection of fine antique furniture.
Also quality area dealers specializing in primitives, White
Mountain art, tools, country pieces and exceptional glass
and china. Consider us a “must see” on your antiquing list.
Open Wed.-Sun. at 10 a.m. for your shopping convenience.
141 Main Street, Littleton, NH 03561. (603) 444-4888.

Appliance Repair

>Lewis Appliance

Factory Authorized Service and Repair for Maytag, JennAir,
Asko, Bosch and Frigidaire. Wayne Lewis, Waterford, VT.
(802) 748-6561.

Attorneys

>Law Office of Charles D. Hickey, PLC
General Practice of Law. 69 Winter St., PO Box 127, St.
Johnsbury, VT 05819-0127. (802) 748-3919.

>Law Offices of Jay C. Abramson

Estate Planning, Long-Term Care Planning, Wills, Trusts,
Real Estate. Certified Elder Law Attorney. 1107 Main
Street, Suite 101, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-
6200.

>Law Office of Deborah T. Bucknam & Associates
Family Law, Business & Commercial, Property & Land Use,
Wills, Estates & Trusts, Government, Personal Injury and
Real Estate. 1097 Main St., PO Box 310, St. Johnsbury, VT
05819. (802) 748-5525.

>Clarke D. Atwell, Esq., Gensburg & Atwell

Small business, Zoning, Cottage Law, Real Estate, Rights
of Way, Estate Planning and Trusts, Probate Estate Admin-
istration, Guardianships, etc. 364 Railroad St., St. Johns-
bury, VT. (802) 748-5338 or clarke@neklaw.net.

Auctioneers

>Eaton Auctlon Service

Specializing in Antiques, Collectibles and Estate Sales.
Personal and knowledgeable service. From one item to a
whole household. Auctioneers: Chuck Eaton and Delsie
Hoyt Phone: (802) 333-9717. Address: Fairlee, VT 05045.
www.eatonauctionservice.com

> Jenkins Auction Service

We handle antiques, bankruptcies, benefits, estates and
equipment. Auctioneers are Blake Jenkins Jr. and Kirby
Parker. Visit our Web site at
www.jenkinsauctionservice.com, E-mail us at sold@jenkin-
sauctionservice.com or call (802) 748-9296.

Autobody Repair

>Five Star Autobody

Certified collision repair center. Complete autobody re-
pairs from glass to frame. George & Suzanne Mudge. Lo-
cated off -91, Exit 22, 604 Lapierre Drive, St. Johnsbury,
VT 05819. (802) 748-5321.

>1J's Autobody

John Jefferson, Barnet, Vt. Expert collision and rust repair,
discounts on all deductibles, complete glasswork, AC serv-
ice and repair ASE and PPG certified, (802) 633-3902.

Automobile Repair

>Burke View Garage, Inc.

Larry Lefaivre, Owner. Domestic & Import Repair; Brakes,
Exhaust, Tune-Ups. State Inspection Station.We Do It All.
Tire Sales also. M-F 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.. RT 114, Lyn-
donville, VT 05851. (802) 626-3282.

Banks

>Passumpsic Savings Bank

Your Partner in Financial Success. 53 Route 2 West,
Danville, VT 05828. (802) 684-8100. Other offices lo-
cated in: Vermont: St. Johnsbury, Lyndonville, Island Pond,
Newport, New Hampshire: Littleton, Lancaster, Groveton
and Whitefield. Member FDIC. www.passumpsicbank.com

»Lyders Fine Books

Buying and selling 19th and 20th century first editions in
fine condition. rlyders@fairpoint.net (802) 592-3086.
Josette & Richard Lyders, P.0. Box 250, Peacham, VT
05862.

»Secondhand Prose

Purveyor of quality used books. Operated by Friends of the
St. Johnsbury Athenaeum. Open: Tues., Thurs. and Sat. 11-
3, Wed. 1-5 and Fri. 11-5, 1222 Main Street, St. Johnsbury,
VT 05819.

Bricklayer

»C.T. Cushman Masonry

Chimneys, Fireplaces, Patios, Stonewalls, Slate & Flagstone
Walkways, Steps, Chimney and Foundation Repairs, Brick &
Stone Veneer. 35 Years Experience. Chimney Cleaning.
(802) 748-2221.

»Plumb Line Masonry

Brick, block and stone for fireplaces, chimneys, walls, steps,
patioes, etc. Contact Steven Towsley at.(802) 748-6595,
(802) 535-8709, plumblinemasonry@myfairpoint.net, or
visit www.plumblinemasonry.com.

Cabinetry

»Calendar Brook Cablnetry

Since 1979 - Custom Kitchen Cabinetry, Bathroom Vani-
ties, Entertainment Centers, Tables, Doors, Architectural
Millwork and Mouldings, Hardwoods and Hardwood Ply-
woods, Hardwood Flooring, Stone and Solid Surface and
Laminate Tops. David Patoine, Master Craftsman. 4863
Memorial Drive, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-5658.

Chimney Service

»Clean Sweep Chimney Service

Sweep & inspection of all types of chimneys, fireplaces, in-
serts, wood & pellet appliances and more. Stainless steel
liners, flashing, repointing, water proofing, chimney top outs
and caps. Most chimney problems can be avoided with reg-
ular preventative care. McClure’s Enterprises, LLC, PO Box
318, Lyndonville, VT 05851, (802) 626-9700.

Computers

»Northeast Computer Systems

Home & Business Computer Systems. Networking, Hard-
ware, Service, Support and Software. 37 Depot Street, PO
Box 1059, Lyndonville, VT 05851. (802) 626-1050. FAX
(802) 626-5012. www.necomp.com

»Parallax Management Services, Inc.

MS Access & database design; Excel programming; MS Of-
fice training/ automation; Quantitative analysis graphic de-
sign for lllustrator graphic designers; Computer
presentation and public speaking skills training. Data con-
versions, implementations, statistical analysis, forecasting
and other individual and business services. Contact Dan
Zucker, Danville, VT. www.parallaxman.com Email:
zucker@parallaxman.com

»>wyBatap Personal Technology Assistant

On your schedule in your home/business. (Days - Evenings -
Weekends) Desktop and Laptop Computers - Setup, Net-
working,Wireless, QuickBooks,”How To,” AntiVirus, Spyware,
Data Recovery and more... Bob Roos, Barnet VT. (802) 633-
4395. PersTech@wybatap.com

Construction

»>AC. Trades

Foundation and Sill Repair. Winter Selective Cut Logging
(S.F.l. certified). Andy Cochran, PO Box 106, Peacham VT
05862. (802) 684-9890.

»Armstrong Masonry

Masonry Construction & Repair. Brick, Stone, Block. Fire-
places, Chimneys, Veneer, Patios, Walkways. Ken Arm-
strong. (802) 626-8495.

»Bob’s Construction

Foundations, Floors, Mobile Home slabs, Foundations
under existing homes. 23 years experience. Price stays the
same from beginning of the job to the end. ACI certified.
Robert Barnes. (802) 626-8763.

»Calkins Rock Products, Inc.

Sale of Sand, Gravel and All Sizes of Ledge Products.
Portable Crushing. Route 5, PO Box 82, Lyndonville, VT
05851. (802) 626-5636.

>Gil's Construction

Foundations & Floors. New Rapid Forms. Free Estimates.
Gilman LaCourse. (802) 748-9476.

»William Graves Builders

Working throughout Caledonia County for 31 years, serving
as a building and renovation contractor for residences,
barns, businesses and public facilities. We also offer project
management services. We appreciate your calls and inter-
est. PO Box 128, 329 Cloud Brook Road, Barnet, VT 05821.
(802) 633-2579 FAX (802) 633-4631. gravesbuild@mtfair-
point.net

»Laferriere Construction, Inc.

New construction, remodeling, custom work, residential &
commercial. Dennis Laferriere, 525 Wightman Rd, Danville,
VT 05828. (802) 684-3606. FAX (802) 684-3628.

»Ross C. Page Foundations

Concrete foundations & slabs. Residential, Agricultural &
Commercial. Ross C. Page, 368 Thaddeus Stevens Road,
Peacham, VT 05862. (802) 592-3382. FAX (802) 592-
3382.

>Ruggles Roofing

Sick of Shoveling Your Roof? Our 80,000 PSI steel offers su-
perior strength to your home or business. With 19 attractive
colors to choose from it will enhance your buildings while
heavy snow slides off to the ground. Fully insured. (802)
467-1189.

»Michael K. Walsh & Son, Builders

Custom new construction: Houses, decks, remodeling, reno-
vations, restorations, additions, finish work, wallpapering.
High quality workmanship for over 30 years. Solid reputa-
tion. 349 Calkins Camp Rd., Danville, VT 05828. (802)
684-3977.

>Rob Keach Builders

Custom commercial & residential construction. No job too
big or too small. 2300 Daniels Farm Rd., Waterford, VT
05819. (802) 748-5341 or (802) 283-3627.

»Fenoff & Hale Construction

All your construction needs. Fully insured. Timber frames,
new homes, drywall & free estimates, remodeling, addi-
tions, roofing, siding and decks. Small or large projects,
including interior and exterior painting. Phone: (802) 684-
9955 or Fax: (802) 684-3414.

>DAL Bullders

David A. Lavely. Design-build and construction manage-
ment experience for residential and commercial projects.
26 years of local experience in new construction and ren-
ovations. PO Box 362 Danville Vt 05828. Phone/Fax
(802) 684-2116 or E-mail: dlavely@myfairpoint.net.

»Randy’s Home Repair

Sheetrocking, painting, roofing, decks, vinyl siding and
trim, jacking and foundation repair, hardwood floor insula-
tion and refinishing old floors. Fully insured, free esti-
mates, affordable rates. Located at 355 Pleasant Street,
St. Johnsbury, Vt., (802) 748-6556.

>Black Dog Builders

We are quality builders. We employ innovative tech-
niques in new construction and renovations. We build
near zero energy buildings, perform home energy audits,
and WE BUILD GREEN. Call (802) 748-9443 or visit black-
dogbuildersvt.com.

Cross-Country Skiing

>Highland Lodge

Located in Greensboro, VT. 1860s inn and restaurant
overlooking Caspian Lake. Unspoiled cross-country skiing.
50K groomed and track set. Never crowded. Stunning
views. Greensboro/Craftsbury ski link. Wonderful meals.
Breakfast daily, lunch Tues.-Sun. in summer, lunch Thurs.-
Sun. in summer, Sunday brunch, dinner daily. Nature pro-
grams, cozy lodging with children’s playprogram in
summer, sandy beach, boats and tennis. (802) 533-
2647, info@highlandlodge.com and
www.highlandlodge.com.

Dentists

»Peter M. Oliman, D.M.D.

Pediatric Dentistry - since 1977. 576 Railroad St., St.
Johnsbury, VT. Offering: a warm, compassionate, fun en-
vironment for infants, children and teens; specialized
early prevention for infants and toddlers; unique chil-
dren’s restorative and preventive dentistry, using our spe-
cial skills and materials. We offer white and rainbow
fillings, athletic mouthguards, and accept most insurance
and VT/NH Medicaid programs. (802) 748-8701

>Stuart V. Corso, D.M.D.
General and family dentistry. 31 Mountain View Drive,
Danville, VT 05828. (802) 684-1133.

>»Hawkins Dental Group

Hubert Hawkins, DDS. Complete Family Dentistry. New
patients welcome. 1350 Main Street, St. Johnsbury, VT
05819. (802) 748-2325. (800) 870-4963.

Dining

»Brown’s Market Bistro

On the Wells River along Rt. 302 in beautiful Groton Vil-
lage and features live music with Jean Anderson and
other local artists on Friday and Saturday nights. Catering
parties and special events and open for dinner Tues.-Sat.
4:30 to 9 pm. BYOB. Reservations suggested, (802) 584-
4124,

>Tim'’s Deli

Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner Mon.-Sat., 6:30 a.m.
to 8 p.m. Taco salad special on Wednesdays, All-you-can-
eat fried haddock on Friday nights, chicken pie with all
the fixings on Saturdays. 580 Portland St., St. Johnsbury,
VT 05819 (802) 748-3118.

>Highland Lodge

Located in Greensboro, VT. 1860s inn and restaurant
overlooking Caspian Lake. Unspoiled cross-country skiing.
50K groomed and track set. Never crowded. Stunning
views. Greensboro/Craftsbury ski link. Wonderful meals.
Breakfast daily, lunch Tues.-Sun. in summer, lunch Thurs.-
Sun. in summer, Sunday brunch, dinner daily. Nature pro-
grams, cozy lodging with children’s playprogram in
summer, sandy beach, boats and tennis. (802) 533-
2647, info@highlandlodge.com and
www.highlandlodge.com.

Dry Cleaning

>Palmer Bros. Dry Cleaning.

Shirt laundry, alterations, linen rentals for special occa-

sions. Pick-up and delivery available at Hastings Store in
West Danville. Open Mon.,Tues. & Thurs. 7-5:30, Wed &
Fri. 7-6, Sat. 8-12. Eastern Ave., St. Johnsbury, VT. (802)
748-2308.

Electrical Service

>Matt Pettigrew Electric

New homes (conventional frame, post & beam or log) ren-
ovations or service upgrade (aerial or underground). Heat-
ing system controls, generator installations and all other
phases of electrical work in a professional manner. Li-
censed in VT & NH. Danville, VT. (802) 751-8201.

>CG Electric

Licensed in VT, NH, MA & ME. Commercial, industrial, res-
idential, service & repair. Established 1995. Charlie
Gilman, PO Box 195, Danville, VT 05828.
cgelectric@msn.com (802) 684-9700.

>Greaves Electrical Services

Free estimates. Fully licensed and insured. Call Tim
Greaves, owner, Office: (802) 563-2550 Cell: (802) 316-
6961 or send an email to greaveselc@aol.com. P.O. Box
124 Cabot, Vt. 05647

Elecrical Sales & Service

>Byrne Electronic Service Center

New & Used Television, VCR and other consumer elec-
tronic sales. Factory authorized service center for several
brands. Professional repair service on all TV's, VCR’s,
Stereos and pro audio equipment. 159 Eastern Ave., St.
Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-2111.

Excavation

»Compact Excavation Services

Including stumps, trenches, drainage, crushed stone
driveways, york raking, small building demolition, small
foundations, tree length brush removed, rock retaining
walls built, excavator (with thumb) picks up most any-
thing. Also trucking and trailer to 10,000 pounds and 30’
long. Matt Pettigrew, Danville, VT. (802) 751-8201.

»C&C Bunnell Excavating

Site Work, Septic Systems, Bulldozing, Roads, Ponds and
Trucking Sand, Topsoil, Gravel & Stone Deliveries. Calvin
Bunnell, Joe’s Brook Rd., Barnet, VT 05821. (802) 633-

3413.

Farm Equipment

»Paul’'s Farm Service

Paul D. Bergeron. Serving Agricultural Needs with Integrity
Since 1976. Sales, service and parts for Same, Deutz
Fahr and McCormick lines. 514 West Main Street (US RT
2) Concord, VT 05824. (802) 695-2500

Fencing

»All Types of Fencing

Commercial, Agricultural and Residential. Chain Link,
High Tensile, Barbed Wire, Woven Wire and Ornamental.
Gordon Goss. (802) 633-2822. Cell (802) 777-0919. Fax
(802) 633-3405. gossmaple@kingcon.com

Flooring

»The Carpet Connection, Inc.

The flooring specialists. All types of floor covering and
supplies. Largest selection in the state. Sales and instal-
lation. 199 Depot Street, Lyndonville, VT 05851. (802)
626-9026 or (800) 822-9026.

»Country Floors

Complete Flooring Sales & Installation. Carpeting, Vinyl,
Hardwood, Ceramic Tile, Area Rugs. Stanley H. & Joanne
C. Martin, Hollister Hill Road, Plainfield, VT 05667. (802)
454-7301.

>Chuck’s Flooring & Tile

Service with integrity for all your flooring needs. Indepen-
dantly owned and operated. 205 VT Route 114, East
Burke, VT 05832, (802) 626-9011,
www.chucksflooring.com.

>Greg’s Floor Sanding

Wood floor installation, sanding & refinishing. Profes-
sional, respectful, insured. 1797 Danville-Peacham Rd,
Barnet, VT. (802) 684-3318.

Florists

>All About Flowers

All occasion florist featuring the freshest flowers and
plants in town. A fine selection of silk flowers and cus-
tomized food baskets. A unique variety of gift items. Wed-
ding and funeral arrangements for all budgets. Wire
service available. 10% senior discount not applicable with
other discounts. 196 Eastern Avenue, St. Johnsbury, VT
05819. (802) 748-5656 or (800) 499-6565.

»The Flower Basket

Flowers, plants, gifts, balloons, Yankee Candles and other
magical things. Local delivery service available. 156
Daniels Road, Hardwick, VT 05843. Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30. Sat.
9-3. (802) 472-3397. www.theflowerbasket.biz

Forestry

»McMath Forestry

Complete Ecological Forestland Management Services.
David McMath, Forester, 4875 Noyestar Road, East Hard-
wick, VT 05836. (802) 533-2970. Toll Free: (866) 462-
6284. www.mctree.com

>Everts Forest Management

Timber Inventories & Appraisals. Timber Sales. Tax Assis-
tance. Forest Management Plans. NH License No. 207.
Peter Everts, 278 Cloudy Pasture Lane, West Barnet, VT
05821. (802) 592-3088.

Furniture Restoration

»Chalr Care and Klappert Furniture Restoration
Authentic restoration of old finishes and techniques for
antique & fine furniture. Specializing in chair repair & all
seat replacement. 90 5th Avenue, St. Johnsbury, VT.
05819-2672. (802) 748-0077.

Gardening

»Flne Garden Deslgn

Landscape design and consulting services. Offering cre-
ative and fresh approaches to kitchen gardens,perennial
gardens and complete landscape design. Inspiring gar-
deners and cultivating beautiful landscapes since 1995.
Angie Knost, Certified Professional Horticulturist, Walden,
VT (802) 563-2535

Glass Sales & Service

»Mayo’s Glass Service, Inc.

Commercial, Residential, Auto, Vinyl, Fiberglass & Alu-
minum Windows, Awnings & Doors. Plate Glass, Mirrors,
Insulated Glass. 744 Portland Street, St. Johnsbury, VT.
(802) 748-8895.

»Pippin Tree Arts Stained Glass

Mary Ellen Hannington works mostly with the copper foil
method. Small pieces to window-sized panels. Address:
PO Box 466, Island Pond, VT 05846 Phone: (802) 723-
6184, mary@pippintreearts.com,
www.pippintreearts.com

Hair Care

»Country Styles Famlly Halr Care

Janet L. Carson. Located at the K.P. Hall on the top of Hill
Street, Danville, VT 05828. Follow the handicapped ac-

cessible ramp. Home service available to shut-ins. (802)
684-2152.
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Health & Fitness

Lodging

Natural Foods

Sewing and Vacuums

»Stepping Stone Spa & Garden Cafe

Travel local for a getaway; massages, exfoliation, facials, foot-
baths, hotstone, sauna, wholesome lunches, dinner, beer,
wine, & overnight accommodations. Make a elaborate week-
end getaway.. Nothing is as beautiful as picturesque Darling
Hill in Lyndonville, VT. 802-626-3104 www.stepping-
stonespa.com.

>Club at Old Mill

Indoor tennis court, 3 racquetball courts and fitness center
with Nautilus machines, free weights and full range of cardio-
vascular equipment. Group exercise classes including Pilates
and Spinning. Professional, certified staff to help meet your
fitness goals. Since 1980. Open 7 days. 49 Perkins Street,
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. clubatoldmill.com (802) 748-5313.

Health Care Providers

»Danvllle Health Center

General Health Services for all ages. Open M-F. Mariel Hess,
N.P.; Tim Tanner, M.D.; and Sharon Fine, M.D.; Jeniane
Daniels, PA-C; 26 Cedar Lane, Danville, VT 05828. (802)
684-2275. (800) 489-2275 (VT).

»Lyndonville Family Chiropractic

Contributing to the health of the community for over 17 years.
Offering a holistic approach to healthcare utilizing chiroprac-
tic, acupuncture, nutrition and massage therapy. Karson
Clark, D.C.; Stacey Clark, D.C. 11 Hill Street, Lyndonville, VT
05851. (802) 626-5866.

>HealthSource Chiropractic

Back & Neck Pain Eliminated, Quickly & Easily. Dr. Jeremy
Ste. Marie, D.C. Dr. Marjorie Ste. Marie, D.C. 32 Hill Street
Danville, VT 05828 (802) 684-9707 or www.health-
sourcechiro.com.

»Hardwick Chiropractic

BioGeometric Integration is a gentle, effective chiropractic ap-
proach that allows your system to heal and to become in-
creasingly adept at correcting itself. Dr. Grace Johnstone, Dr.
Rick Eschholz and Dr. Teri Dodge. 54 School Circle, East
Hardwick, VT. (802) 472-3033.
www.hardwickchiropractic.com

>Linda Sayers, Reiki Master

Reiki is an ancient, hands-on healing art, which supports the
body’s ability to heal itself. Reiki promotes deep relaxation
and helps release physical and emotional blockages. Linda
Sayers, Reiki Master Teacher and Lightwork Practitioner. 63
Norway Road, Greensboro Bend, VT 05842. (802) 533-
2378.

>Dan Wyand, PT & Assoclates

Rehabilitation of Sports Injuries, Orthopedics and Neuromus-
cular Disorders. Sherman Dr., P.O. Box 68, St. Johnsbury,VT
05819. (802) 748-3722/1932. Lyndon,VT. (802) 745-1106.

>Thousand Hands Massage Therapy

Laurajean “LJ” Stewart, Licensed Massage Therapist, 60
Monument Circle, PO Box 129, Barnet, VT 05821. Located at
the Barnet Tradepost. (802) 633-2700. samuraihini@hot-
mail.com.

Hearlng Service

>Armstrong’s Better Hearing Service

STARKEY and WIDEX Custom digital hearing aids. Batteries,
accessories, all-make repairs, free hearing consultations,
free viewing of the ear canal, free demo of the newest tech-
nology. Sandra Day, BC-HIS, Rebecca Armstrong and Isabelle
Armstrong. Consultants and Licensed Hearing Aid Dis-
pensers. 198 Eastern Ave., St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802)
748-4852. (800) 838-4327.

Historic Preservation

>S.A. Fishburn, Inc.

Historic preservation and design featuring wooden sash
restoration, historic plaster repair, architectural millwork and
fine custom cabinetry. (802) 684-2524.
safishburn@gmail.com or www.safishburn.net

Insurance

>Sawyer & Ritchie Agency

Independent thinking, individually focused. We'll put our
years of experience to work to meet your personal and busi-
ness insurance needs with a complete line of auto, home,
life, disability and commercial coverage. 198 Route 2 W,
Danville, VT 05828, (802) 684-3411 or (800) 734-2203.

»Berwick Agency, Inc.

Providing insurance for home, farm, automobile and busi-
ness. Est. in 1955. Licensed in NH & VT. Jeff Berwick. Lo-
cated at 185 Church Street, Peacham. Mail: PO Box 272,
Peacham, VT 05862. (802) 592-3234 or (802) 592-3956.

Investments

»Investment Watch

Independent investment research, portfolio analysis and
strategy. Rachel Siegel, CFA. (802) 633-3977.
rsiegel@hughes.net

Jewelry

>0Id Coins & Jewelry Shop

Buying: Silver and Gold Coins, Mint Sets, Scrap Gold and Sil-
ver, Wheat Cents, Coin Collections, Diamond and Gold Jew-
elry. Selling: Collector Coins and Sport Cards and Supplies,
New and Estate Jewelry, Body Jewelry, Magic and Pokemon
and Yu-Gi-Oh Cards. 10 Eastern Avenue, St. Johnsbury, VT.
(802) 748-9174.

Lawn Care & Landscaping

>LND Landscaping

Excavating - Hauling - Brush hog - Tilling - Driveways - Lawn-
mowing - Walkways - Stonewalls - Steps - Fencing - Cleanup -
Planting - Snow Plowing - Sanding and More. Tim or Dave,
Barre and Wolcott. (802) 479-0029.

>Joe’s Brook Land Services

Lawn mowing, tree work, bush hogging, stump grinding, light
trucking and excavating, land clearing, snowplowing, sanding
and firewood for sale. Reasonable rates. (802) 748-2872
and (802) 274-3518.

»Don’s Lawn Care & Snowplowing
St. Johnsbury-Danville area. Reasonable rates and quality
service. Danville, VT, (802) 748-2504.

»Highland Lodge

Located in Greensboro, VT. 1860s inn and restaurant
overlooking Caspian Lake. Unspoiled cross-country skiing.
50K groomed and track set. Never crowded. Stunning
views. Greensboro/Craftsbury ski link. Wonderful meals.
Breakfast daily, lunch Tues.-Sun. in summer, lunch Thurs.-
Sun. in summer, Sunday brunch, dinner daily. Nature pro-
grams, cozy lodging with children’s playprogram in
summer, sandy beach, boats and tennis. (802) 533-
2647, info@highlandlodge.com and
www.highlandlodge.com.

»Harvey's Lake Cabins and Campground

May 15-Oct 15. Lakefront furnished cabins set in wooded
private 53-site campground. Large private campsites with
WES suitable for tents popups, RV’s. Group Area, Refur-
bished Recreation Hall, Reunions, Retreats and Recep-
tions. Boats, Kayaks and Bicycle Rentals. 190 Campers
Lane, West Barnet, VT 05821. (802) 633-2213. www.har-
veyslakecabins.com

»Marshfield Inn & Motel

Quiet country accommodations on 37 acres mid-way be-
tween Montpelier and St. Johnsbury. Enjoy our nature
trail, full breakfast menu and Winooski river view. Close
to Cabot Creamery, lots of maple farms and Groton State
Forest. Ask about our pet-friendly rooms! Call (802) 426-
3383 for reservations. Visit www.marshfieldinn.com for
more information.

Log Homes

»Goodridge Lumber

Cedar log homes, cedar log siding, rough and finished
cedar lumber and permachink products. Quality, white
cedar logs and lumber from Vermont’s Northeast King-
dom since 1974. Colleen Goodridge and sons, Albany, Vt.,
05820. Phone: (802) 755-6298, FAX: (802) 755-6166,
www.goodridgelumber.com.

»Vermont Home Specilaltles, Inc.

Real Log Homes, Timberpeg Post and Beam, Corbond
sprayed foam insulation, standing seam roofing, Medal-
lion and Plain & Fancy Cabinetry, Fine Furnishings for
your Home, Custom Orders! 1513 Rt. 2 West Danville, VT
05873 (802) 684-1024.

Lumber & Building Materials

»Caledonia Lumber

Cedar lumber, a safe, local, natural alternative to pres-
sure treated. Rough or surfaced to your specifications.
Custom sawing available for all your lumber and building
material needs. Located at 754 Station Road in Sutton,
(802)-535-8643.

Maple Syrup

»Sugar Ridge Farm

Pure Maple Syrup & Maple Products. “Vermont Seal of
Quality.” Available by mail. MC & Visa accepted. Free
brochure. Stephen & Diane Jones, 566 Stannard Mt. Rd.,
Danville, VT 05828. (800) 748-0892.

»Rowell Sugarhouse

Visit a real sugarhouse. Open year round. See our sugar-
ing equipment. Maple products, gifts, country crafts, VT
shirts, woodenware, baskets, honey, souvenirs and more.
We will ship your order. MC/ Visa/DS. Rt. 15, Walden, VT
05873. (802) 563-2756.

»Gadapee Family Sugarhouse

Pure VT Maple Syrup in a variety of containers from gallon
to half pint jugs and specialty glass. Maple cream, candy,
sugar, maple jelly and maple granola to order. We have
the “Vermont Seal of Quality” and we ship. 718 Calkins
Camp Rd., Danville, VT 05828. (802) 684-3323.
gadmaple@together.net

>»Broadview Farm Maple

Pure VT Maple Syrup available in Grade A Fancy, Medium
Amber, Dark Amber and Grade B. “Vermont Seal of Qual-
ity.” Maple Cream, Maple Candy and Maple Sugar are
available. We ship via UPS or Parcel Post. Joe Newell,
442 York Street, Lyndonville, VT 05851. (802) 626-8396.
joe@newells.net

»Cabot Hills Maple Certified Organic Syrup

Vermont Fancy, Medium Amber, Dark Amber and Grade B
syrup. Marcia Maynard and Family, Thistle Hill, PO Box
68, Cabot, VT 05647. syrup@cabothillsmaple.com (802)
426-3463. Visa/MC. To buy our syrup call, email, write or
order online at www.cabothillsmaple.com

»Goodrich’s Maple Farm

Award-winning maple syrup and products, including sug-
aring equipment & supplies, containers, tanks, vacuum
pumps and much more. Custom tubing installation and
consultation. Call us at 802.426.3388, e-mail us at
goodrichsmaple@yahoo.com or visit www.goodrichmaple-
farm.com.

Meat

»Lewis Creek Jerseys Badger Brook Meats

Vince Foy & Deb Yonker. Retailing Certified Organic Angus
Beef and Lamb by the Cut in any Quantity. North Danville,
VT 05828. (802) 748-8461.

»Second Chance Farm

Retailing certified organic pork, beef, turkey, chicken and
eggs. 100% natural lamb. 36 cuts to choose from. North
Danville, Vt. (802) 748-1975

»Meadow View Farm

100% All Natural Grass-Fed & more importantly Grass-
Finished Belted Galloway Beef. Sold by ¥2 cow, % cow, or
cut. Started herds also available. Farm tours starting May
1st ; Nothing is as beautiful as picturesque Darling Hill in
Lyndonville, VT 802-626-3116 www.meadow-view-
farm.com

Muslc Studio

»Vermont Sky Digital Audio

16-Track Professional Recording Studio for Singers, Song-
writers, Students and Bands. Advertising Jingles; Cre-
ative Consulting and Guitar Classes. Barnet, VT 05821.
(802) 633-2523.

»St. Johnsbury Food Co-op

490 Portland St., St. Johnsbury, VT. A community-based,
cooperatively owned natural foods store. A great place to
buy fresh, local and organic foods, gather to meet and
make friends, take a workshop and be part of a place
that aspires to meet the needs of our greater community.
Member or not, anyone can shop! Visit
www.stjfoodcoop.com or cal (802) 748-9498. Open Mon-
Wed, Sat 9-6, Thurs-Fri 9-7 and Sun. 11-4.

Old Barns

>The Barn People

Since 1974 Vintage Vermont barns purchased, disman-
tled, restored & reassembled elsewhere. Great for
homes, additions, Great Rooms, studios, backyard offices
and oddly enough ...barns. Ken Epworth, 2218 US RT 5 N,
Windsor, VT 05089. (802) 674-5898. barnman@sover.net

Opticlans

>Optical Expressions

Your Family Eye-Care Center. Eye Exams, Contact Lenses
and Consultation for Laser-Eye Surgery. Green Mountain
Mall, St. Johnsbury Center, VT (802) 748-3536.

Painting

>Tom’s Painting

Interior - Exterior - Clean, neat, dependable. quality work
for over 25 years. Call Tom Perry at (802) 563-2576 for
all your painting needs. Located at 693 Upper Harrington
Road, West Danville, VT 05873.

>Fenoff & Hale Palnting

A division of Fenoff & Hale Construction. Interior and exte-
rior professional quality work. No job too large or too
small. Fully Insured. Free estimates. 1085 Route 2 East
Danville VT 05828 Phone: (802) 684-9955 Fax:
(802)684-3414.

>A.D. Myers Painting & Drywall

Interior-exterior. Commercial-residential. Paints, stains,
clearcoats. Experience in finishing cherry, oak, maple, ar-
chitectwall trim, banisters and hand rails. Formerly from
the coast of Maine. Good knowledge of prep., materials
and application. Cold Hill, Lyndonville, VT 05851, (802)
626-3802.

Photography

»Jenks Studio Photography

4th generation photographer Robert C. Jenks specializing
in all your photography needs; portraits (including chil-
dren and high school seniors), weddings & commercial.
Vlew our online gallery from our Web site at
www.jenksstudio1886.com or E-mail jenksstudio@char-
terinternet.com. PO Box 98, 1204 Main St., St. Johnsbury
VT. (802 )748-3421

Plumbing & Heating

»Greenwood’s Plumbing & HeatIng

New Construction, repairs, water heaters, bathroom &
kitchen remodeling. Energy efficient wood or oil-fired
heating systems, radiant & solar heating-water treatment
systems, Gould water pump installation. GPDA member,
fully-insured, free estimates. Contact Tony Greenwood at
tonygph@live.com, (802) 748-1370, 145 Railroad Street
St. Johnsbury, Vt.

»>Walden Heights Heating

Providing full-service & installation of propane & oil fired
units including boilers, hot air systems, radiant heating,
water heating & cooking. From your heating to cooking
needs, give Lloyd Rowell a call at (802) 563-2233 or
(802)-793-6092. Fully insured.

Real Estate

>Peter D. Watson Agency, Inc.

Country, period and vacation homes; land and timber
tracts, farms and businesses. Free market analysis.
Greensboro: (802) 533-7077. Hardwick: (802) 472-3338.
East Burke: (802) 626-4222. www.northern-
vtrealestate.com

>Morrill & Guyer Associates

791 Broad Street, Lyndonville, VT 05851. (802) 626-
9357. Fax (802) 626-6913. realestate@homeintheking-
dom.com, www.homeinthekingdom.com

»Century 21 Quatrini Real Estate

Susan S. Quatrini, GRI, Broker-Owner. 1111 Main Street.
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-9543 or (802) 748-
3873. c21qre@sover.net

>David A. Lussier Real Estate

Farms, Acreage, Homes and Investment Properties. 540
Main Street, PO Box 872, Lyndonville, VT 05851. (802)
626-9541 or (802) 626-8482. Lussier@kingcon.com,
www.lussierrealestateagency.com

>Begin Realty Associates

10 VT Route 2, “On the Green.” in Danville. Specializing
in residential property, vacation homes, land and farms.
Realtors Ernie, Barb and Debbie, (802) 684-1127,
www.beginrealty.com.

>MontShire Title & Closing Company, LLC

Your source for real estate and closing services in North-
ern Vermont and New Hampshire, 1097 Main Street, St.
Johnsbury, VT 05819 Toll Free (888) 241-6549 or (802)
748-1300 or www.montshiretitle.com.

»Century 21 Farm & Forest Realty Inc.

Nicholas Maclure, managing broker. Derby, VT Office:
(802) 334-1200, Cell: (802) 673-8876, nick@farmandfor-
est.com AND Annette Dalley, managing broker, East
Burke, VT, Office: (802) 626-4222, Cell: (802) 467-3939,
annette@farmandforest.com. Our goal is to help you find
your “peace” of the Kingdom. www.farmandforest.com.

Real Estate Appraisal

>Reynolds Real Estate

VT Certified Appraisers, Donald Morrill and Annie Guyer.
791 Broad Street, Lyndonville, VT 05851. (802) 626-
9357. reynolds@charterinternet.com

»North Country Vac & Sew

Home of Defender Vacuum, made locally. Wide choice of
new vacuums, uprights, canisters and backpacks. Serv-
ice, parts and supplies for most makes. Sewing machine
dealer for domestic Necchi and commercial Artisan. Parts
and expert service for most makes. Scissor and knife
sharpening. 442 Portland St. (next to Sherwin-Williams
Paint), St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-9190.

Ski Equipment

»Power Play Sports

Ski and Snowboard Leasing starting at $99. New and
Used Gear bought and sold. Hockey Gear, Ice Skates, XC
Skis, Downhill Skis, Snowboards and Snowshoes. New
and Used Bicycles. Ski tuning, Skate sharpening, Bicycle
Repair. Downtown Morrisville. (802) 888-6557.

Small Engine Repair

»Harry’s Repalr Shop

Snowmobiles, Snowblowers, Motorcycles, Lawn tractors,
ATV’s and Rototillers. Harry Gammell, VT RT 15, Walden,
VT 05873. (802) 563-2288.

Tires

»Berry Tire Co., Inc.

New tire sales and automotive repair. Everett Berry, 1545
Red Village Road, Lyndonville, VT 05851. (802) 626-
9326.

»Goss Tire Company

Specializing in brakes, front-end work, exhaust and NOKIA
tires. RT 5 in St. Johnsbury and RT 5 and 100 Jct. in Mor-
risville, VT. (802) 748-3171. (800) 427-3171.

» Affordable Tire and Automotive Center

Cooper, Nokian, Bridgestone, Firestone, Goodyear, Gen-
eral, Super Swamper and more. Offering computer diag-
nostics and all you automotive needs. Located across
from Mayo’s Glass Service on Portland Street. Look for
our sign! (802) 535-3391 or affordabletireandauto.com

Veterinarians

»Northern Equine Veterinary Services

Steve B. Levine. Practice limited to horses. Saturday ap-
pointments available. (802) 684-9977. 254 RT 2,
Danville, VT 05828. www.northernequine.com

»Danville Animal Hospital

Lisa D. Whitney, D.V.M. Small animal care. Office hours by
appointment. 549 Route 2 East, Danville, VT, (802) 684-
2284,

Volunteers

>R.S.VPP.

Do you have some free time? Do you want to help an or-
ganization in the Northeast Kingdom as a volunteer? For
information call the Retired and Senior Volunteer Program
and the Volunteer Center at (802) 626-5135 or (802)
334-7047.

Web Design

»TMiller Web Design

Custom website design for individuals, small businesses
and organizations. Personal service at reasonable rates.
Terry Miller, Peacham, VT. (802) 592-3153. terry@tmiller-
webdesign.com, www.tmillerwebdesign.com.

Welding

»Walbridge Welding

Repairs and new fabrication of steel, stainless steel and
aluminum. Located under Portland St. Bridge in St. Johns-
bury or with portable equipment at your location. Dale
Walbridge. W (802) 748-2901; H (802) 584-4088.

Yarn

»Wool Away

The oldest, most complete yarn shop in the Northeast
Kingdom of Vermont.. Come see Miriam Briggs at 443
Railroad Street in St. Johnsbury. E-mail: miriam@wool-
away.com, (802) 748-WOOL (9665), wool-away.com.

New listings.
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Outdoor adventures

Hunting is about being thankful by Tony Smith

know that we are now in
the month of December
and out of November, but
I don’t not talking about
giving  thanks at the

Thanksgiving dinner table.
I'd like to talk about thanks
that is under used but well de-
served. It seems as though the
October Smith family tradition

MICHAEL K. WALSH & SON, Builders

Custom Homes < Finish Work « Remodeling
Additions « Roofing « Siding  Decks

Serving Danville and the surrounding areas for 25 years.

Painting » Wallpapering & More

Small or Large Projects
Reasonable Rates
Quality Workmanship

Danville, VT « 802-684-3977 - Call now for Spring Projects!
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Wishing you fealth, happiness
A beautiful smiles thuoughout the coming yeax.

Hubert Hawkins, DDS
Sheila Amadon, RDH ¢ Bonnie Johnson, RDH
Janice Phelps, TDA/OM ¢ Katya Khomenko, TDA
1350 Main Street ¢ Suite 1 * St. Johnsbury VT

(802) 7482325

has become not one of foliage
viewing, fishing (although it
used to be), or bird hunting
anymore, but moose hunting.
This is the second year in a row
that we have been lucky enough
to draw one of the limited tags
and again it ended in a success-
ful hunt.

There’s no incredible story
here like we put a six hour stalk
on the animal or tracked it for
miles over mountains through
swamps and bogs. We were just
walking in an open area and a
young bull stepped out in front
of us and the rest was over in a
matter of minutes. We waited
an appropriate amount of time
and went and found it not far
from where we saw it go into
the woods. When we walk up to
an animal that was nice enough
(for lack of a better word) to
give its life for us, we don’t
gawk at the antlers or look at

how big it is. We give it thanks.

It doesn’t matter if it’s a gray
squirrel or a moose. We thank
that animal for giving its life up
for us so that we may enjoy
fresh meat without having to go
to the super market to get it.
Now we are not a starving
family and we don’t need this
animal to survive through the
winter as the Native Americans
might have, but that’s beside the
point. When an animal gives up
its life so that you may continue
with yours giving thanks is the
appropriate thing to do. The
Native Americans were very
keen on this idea. They believed
if you didn’t give thanks to that
animal that you would anger the
Gods. The next time you go
hunting you may not be so
lucky to get an animal. Some
tribes like the Cherokees
thought you would even get
rheumatism if you did not give
thanks. So I ask you from now

+ « « BEGINS AT CAPLAN'S!
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on during the hunting seasons,
the next time you harvest any
game, give it thanks. Then you
can give the high fives!

A big surprise

y story this month

happened to some
hunters the first week of
moose season. I know a lot
of people and hear plenty
of stories, and this one was
told to me by several credi-
ble sources, so I know it’s
true.

A group of hunters had a
camp at the end of a dirt road
on timber company land up
north. To get to this camp they
drove down a dirt road, and
turned off and
crossed a bridge and continued
uphill about a mile from the
main road.

After harvesting a moose,
one of the four trucks at the

eventually

DIAMOND HILL STORE

VERMONT
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DANVILLE

Great Selection of Scotch

684-9797

Monday - Saturday 10-6
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email: diamondh@charter.net

Here’s a

great

gift idea!

Historic Vermont prints
from Jenks Studio’s
glass plate archives.

These are beautiful, one-of-a-kind images, sure to
be treasured by all Vermonters (and non-Vermonters, too!).

Go to www.OurPhotoCorner.com
Type in “Historic Vermont Glass Plate Images” in the name section then click “Search”,
then click on “Select”, and then black and white on the price list, now you're ready to SHOP!
Select areas like Willoughby Lake, Stowe, Lake Champlain, Killington, Camels Hump,
White River Jct., Mt. Ascutney, All over VERMONT... even an 1889 image of THE OLD MAN

PO Box 98 / 1204 Main Street / St. Johnsbury, VT

www.jenksstudio1886.com / 802-748-3421
e-mail: jenksstudio@charterinternet.com




camp went to call a horse to
pull the moose out of the
woods.

When he got to the bridge,
it was gone.

The group got a hold of the
moose puller and he arrived on
site, but had no way of getting
across the bridge with his truck
to get the moose.

His only choice was to wade
through the river. He was suc-
cessful and retrieved the
moose, but the only thing they
could do is put the animal in
the truck and try to devise a
plan for crossing the river. Not
knowing what to do since all
the decking and planking on
the bridge was gone, they called
the manager of the property to
see what they could do. The
manager knew nothing about it
and said that it was a snowmo-
bile bridge.

The snowmobile club was
replacing all the decking on the
bridge without telling anyone
and never bothered to drive to
the end of the road to see if
anyone was in the camp. Not
only did they take all the deck-
ing off, but they left no new
material there to rebuild it. One
of the guys was on the phone
with the manager of the prop-
erty with the four trucks lined

up waiting to get across the
bridge.

This is how his conversation
went.

“Chris, these guys have a
moose to weigh in and want to
get across this bridge.”

“Mark, I would like to help
them, but what can I do?”

“You don’t have to do any-
thing, but they want to know if
they can drive across the
stringers.

I was told the phone went
silent for several seconds.

“Really? They want to drive
across the stringersr”

Stringers are beams that go
from one side of the crossing
to the other. They can be either
metal or wood. The decking
and runners sit on top to form
the bridge. There are essentially
three layers to a bridge, but in
this case two were stripped off.
So one by one, very slowly they
drove each truck across on the
stingers carefully keeping the
tires as dead center as possible
as to not go off the bridge.

These hunters had more
than a successful harvest to be

thankful for.
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Chorus to present Madrigal Dinner

he North Country Chorus

will present its annual
Madrigal Dinner on January
15, 16, and 17 in the Montroe
Town Hall.

This year’s theatrical presenta-
tion, “Robin Hood Remembered”
has the Merry Men returning for
their 40th reunion in Sherwood
Forest. Their memoties will be en-
acted by a troupe of younger play-
ers recruited from local talent. The
traditional Maypole Dance will be
performed by two groups of
dancers.

As always the North Country
Chorus will provide vocal music
under the Musical Direction of
Alan Rowe before, during, and
after the show. A recorder ensem-
ble will play during seating and
throughout the dinner service.

Written by Woody Stark-
weather and Richard Thayer and
under the theatrical ditection of
Starkweather, this year’s production
is an entirely new play. Chorus
members will sing original vocal
pieces, written by Richard Thayer
just for “Robin Hood Remem-
bered” as well as 2 number of tra-
ditional madrigals.

Dinner is provided by Edith

TAX CREDIT
up to

$1500

ask us for details

Anne Emery, John Gordon, and
their kitchen crew, maintaining the
highest standards of cuisinary art
to which Madrigal Dinner atten-
dees are accustomed. You can ask
for the recipes, but you won’t get
them.

Guests are urged to arrive at
6:00 for the 6:30 show, allowing
time for introductions by the cos-

tumed announcers and seating by
the colortul greeters. For extra fun,
those who wish are encouraged to
wear medieval costume, and to
reinvent themselves as Lords and
Ladies of the Realm.

Tickets, reservations, and infor-
mation can be obtained from Mar-
cia Bridge (802-584-4194 or email
at shilohatryegate@pngusa.net).

Dedicated
to Quilt
S ewin Lo Qe Fabric Shoppe * Zecking
quality
fabrics and
5‘[6}]37}/ H{O%VS to every- notions

Quilting & Sewing Needs

you still ha\t/ﬁcg:e Classes - call for information
make L . . .
tom At the Blinking Light in Danville
as g LIg
Chr‘stm OPEN TUESDAY 10-5
G‘ﬂs WEDNESDAY 10-7, THURSDAY 10-5

FRIDAY 12:30-5, SATURDAY 10-5
(802) 684-9790

Goodrlch’s Maple Farm
% 2427USRt.2,Cabot, VT 05647
(802) 426-3388

/goodrlchmaple@yahoo com www.goodrichmaplefarm.com \

When it comes to

%oliday Giving
THINK MAPLE

In Our Gift Shop
Maple Syrup, Candy & More

Order Online: goodrichsmaplefarm.com

% GIFT CERTIFICATES s

Lifetime Warranty
for as long as you own your house.
Service & parts are free!

Open Monday-Saturday 9-5, Closed Sundays & Holidays

beauty / strength / performance

. Al
Compare Paradigm’s U Values and see why paradigm is your BEST CHOICE IN WINDOWS

Modern Woodmen

FRATERNAL FINANCIAL

Touching lives. Securing futures.®

T.B.S.I.

Bernard Timson, president
1062 Railroad Street, St. Johnsbury / 802-748-3769

Specializing in WINDOWS & DOORS (new & reconstruction) 30+ Years of Experience

paradl.(_)g|'n

Window Selutions For Life.

Authorized Dealer

Protect their futu re

Today your children are insurable. But tomorrow?
Your Modern Woodmen representative can show you
life insurance products specially created for them.

Modern Woodmen of America offers financial
products and fraternal benefits. Call today to learn
more.

Please your loved ones with a gift from our
fine selection of living room, bedroom & dining room sets

% GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE :%

Wage &5 % tuois

HOURS: M-F 9:30-5 /Sat 9:30- 4
802 Railroad Street / St. Johnsbury, VT / 802-748-8725

iDeb Wallens-Matte

Davnd Matte
FIC {FIC, LUTCF
P.O. Box 88 {P.O. Box 88

Danville, VT 05828
1802.684.3371

[Danville, VT 05828
1802.684.3371

modern-woodmen.org
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Ongoing
Events

Mondays: Story Time, St. Johnsbury
Athenaeum Youth Library, 10:30 a.m.
(802) 748-8291.

Mondays: Story Time, Pope Library,
Danville, 10 a.m. (802) 684-2256.

Mondays: Just Parents meet with con-
cerns for drugs and kids, Parent Child
Center, St. Johnsbury, 7 p.m. (802) 748-
6040.

Ist Monday: North Danville Commu-
nity Club, Meeting, 6 p.m. North Danville
Community Center. (802) 748-9415.

Ist & 3rd Mondays: "Six O'clock
Prompt," Writers' Support Group, 6:30
p-m. Catamount Arts. (802) 633-2617.
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2nd Monday: Cancer Support Group,
NVRH Conference Room A, 4 p.m.
(802) 748-81 16.

Last Monday:Alzheimer's Support
Group, Caledonia Home Health, Sherman
Drive, St. Johnsbury. 7 p.m. (802) 748-
8l16.

Tuesdays: Baby & Toddler Story Hour,
Cobleigh Library, Lyndonville. 10 a.m.
(802) 626-5475.

Tuesdays: Cribbage Tournaments, 6 p.m.
Lake View Grange Hall,West Barnet. (802)
684-3386.

Tuesdays:Argentine Tango, 4:30-5:30 p.m.

(beginners) 5:30-6:30 p.m. (intermediate)
Teacher: Isabel Costa (603) 823-8163.

Tuesdays in December: Baby/Toddler
Storytime, Cobleigh Library, Lyndonville.
10 a.m. (802) 626-5475.

2nd Tuesdays: Caledonia Right to Life
will meet at St John's Catholic Church
Parish Hall, 375 Main St, St Johnsbury,VT
at 7:30 pm.All are welcome.
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May your home be

George C.

604 Lapierre Drive (Off 1-91 Exit 22)
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

filled with warmth

and happiness during the holidays.

Mudge, Jr.

Certified Collision Repair Center

(802) 748-5321

802.745.1165

56 Church Street
St. Johnsbury VT 05819

www.pointsnorthrealestategroup.com
info@pnreg.com

Wendy Stimets-

Connie Sleath Kelly Donaghy Henderson

2nd & 4th Tuesday: Bereavement Sup-
port Group, Caledonia Home Health,
Sherman Drive, St. Johnsbury. 5:30 p.m.
(802) 748-8116.

2nd & 4th Tuesday: Drop-in quilting at |
p.m. at the Cobleigh Public Library, (802)
626-5475.

Wednesdays: Read 'n' Stuff, Cobleigh Li-
brary, Lyndonville. 3:30 p.m. (802) 626-
5475.

Wednesdays: Ordinary Magic. Meditation
for Life, St. Johnsbury Shambhala Center, 17
Eastern Avenue, 6-7 p.m.

3rd Wednesday: Cardiac Support Group,
NVRH, 6:30 p.m. (802) 748-7401.

Thursdays: Introduction to Computers,
Cobleigh Library, Lyndonville. 10 a.m. (802)
626-5475.

Thursdays: Live Music at Parker Pie in
Glover. Check website, www.parkerpie.com
for details or call (802) 525-3366.

Thursdays: Open Mic Night at Indigenous
Skate Shop on Railroad Street in St. Johns-
bury.

2nd Thursday: Film discussion following 7
p.m.film at Catamount Arts, St. Johnsbury.
(802) 748-8813.

3rd Thursday: Caregivers Support Group,
Riverside Life Enrichment Center, 10 a.m.
(802) 626-3900.

Thursdays: Read and Weed Book Club,
Cobleigh Library, Lyndonville. 3:30 p.m.
(802) 626-5475.

Thursdays:Tutoring for GED and Adult
Learning Programs, Ip.m.to 3 p.m,,
Cobleigh Public Library.

I st Fridays: Contra Dance, 8 p.m.at
Danville Town Hall. All levels welcome. (802)
563-3225 or samlyman@myfairpoint.net.

Saturday & Sunday: Planetarium Show
1:30 p.m. Fairbanks Museum, St. Johnsbury.
(802) 748-2372.

Saturdays: Bridge Club for all experi-
ence levels, Cobleigh Library, Lyndonville,
12:30 p.m. (802) 626-5475.

Saturdays:Winter Farmers Marker in
Lyndonville at the Breslin Community
Center on Main Street from 10 a.m. to 2
p-m.

RESTAURANT
———

MERRY CHRISTMAS

to All
from All of Us at Goodfellas

Serving Good Food with Good Friends

ROUTE 2, DANVILLE, VT * 802-748-4249
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fnjo] your ﬁmi@ and frz’entﬁf this 72%/{([(5/ Deason!

>MLS # N2769907

Private location with views. Enjoy as
year round getaway or build new
home on the 18.6 acres. A variety of
trees including mature hardwoods. In
a great recreational area of the NEK.
$99,500

£ »MLS # N2794084

Spacious & well maintained private
home with pastoral views. Built-in
¢4 bookshelves, 2 fireplaces, pine
floors, mudroom/laundry. Central
Vac. High School Choice.

S

$248,000

Steven Quatrini

Centur,

QUATRINI REAL ESTATE

W oRR— o =S\

:f Season’s Greetings -
From All of Us at

Century 21 Quatrini Real Estate

Susan Quatrini Joyce Wieselmann

We appreciate your business this year and
look forward to helping you with your real
estate needs in 2010.

1111 Main Street St.

Email : info

Sara Heft

Johnsbury, VT 05819
(@quatrini.com
Website: www.quatrini.com

(802) 748-9543

R

Linda Pakus

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

I st Saturday: Men's Ecumenical Break-
fast, Methodist Church, Danville, 7 a.m.
(802) 684-3666.

I st Saturday: St. Johnsbury Winter
Farmers Market at the St. Johnsbury Wel-
come Center from 10 a.m.to | p.m.

I st Saturday: Scrabble Club, St. Johns-
bury Athenaeum, Noon - 4 p.m. (802)
748-8291.

Ist & 2nd Saturdays: Dance in the
Kingdom at the Good Shephard School -
Latin & Ballroom dance: Lessons at 7 p.m.
followed by open dance, 8 to 10 p.m.
(802) 748-3044

2nd Saturdays:West Barnet Grange
community breakfasts from 8-10 a.m.

3rd Saturday: Breast Cancer Support
Group, Caledonia Home Health, Sherman
Drive, St. Johnsbury, 10 a.m. (802) 748-
8llé.

Virginia Williams Bentley

Holiday Gift Idea
Bentley Farm Cookbooks
FOR SALE!

« Large softcover Farm edition
$50.00

* Small hardcover Farm edition
$35.00

Receive a 10% discount
when you buy two or more.

Call Liz Sargent at
802.748.1456 or
E-mail lizbobs@charter.net

St. Johnsbury

MLS# 2794508 Very well maintained 3 bdrm
home just on the outskirts of town with pri-
vacy and yet close enough to enjoy all the
amenities. This home has had tons of im-
provements including: roof, windows, septic,
bathroom, doors and flooring to name a few.
Situated on 2.47 acres with brook frontage.
There is a small barn on the property and
room for some animals. Must see this won-
derful home.

P AN

Morrill & Guyer Associates Guyer Assoc:ates

www.homeinthekingdom.com

$139,900

791 Broad Street

Lyndonville, VT 05851

(802) 626-9357
Fax (802) 626-6913

MLS#2804197

& Enjoy this charming home that is convenient to St.

= Johnsbury Academy, town school and all amenities. It
offers many recent improvements such as a great new
kitchen and pantry, tiled bath, Thermopane windows

w0 and low maintenance concrete fiber clapboards. It also
has hardwood and softwood floors, slate patio and
perennial gardens. The oversized and heated garage

A provides space for woodworking or other endeavor.

$112,900

Y PARKWAY REAITY

75 MT. PLEASANT ST.
ST. JOHNSBURY, VT 05819

ASSOCIATE.S

802-748-8169 ¢ 802-748-8855

971 BROAD STREET
LYNDONVILLE, VT 05851
802-626-8333 ¢ 802-626-9342




Friday tea at the
Old North Church

he Friday Afternoon Tea

Room in North Danville
will be opening for the sixth
year on Dec. 18 and will be
open from 2 to 4 p.m. each
Friday through March 26.
The Tea Room will be open
on New Year’s Day, Friday,
Jan. 1, 2010, to celebrate the
start of the New Year, and
closed, of course, on Christ-
mas Day.

All are welcome at the Tea
Room for conversation, tea, cof-
fee, hot chocolate, scones, cookies,
breads, jams, jellies and sweets.
Men, women and children all enjoy
gathering during the
months for a Friday afternoon of
meeting old and new friends. Our

winter

guests come from a radius of

Peacham Library

Monday, Wednesday,
Friday and Saturday
10 a.m. - Noon

Tuesday and Thursday
1-7pm.

' \""f ..\‘. ‘. ) ‘Aﬁ'\‘h .Y’ 'I
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Danville
Congregational
Church

United Church of Christ
An Open and Affirming Congregation

Rev. Douglas Carter
Pastor

Please Join Us
for Worship at 10 a.m.
Bring your family.
Child care provided.

(802) 684-1151
www.danville-ucc.org

Dussault’s
Heating

Sales_
Service _
Installation

+Thermo Pride Furnaces
*Peerless Boilers

many miles - Groton, Greensboro,
Derby, Lancaster, and Franconia as
well as more local communities.

The Tea Room is located at the
North Danville Baptist Church in
North Danville, Vermont. Recent
renovations have made the church
handicapped accessible and over
the summer, the church renovated
the kitchen and dining areas.

The Friday Afternoon Tea
Room is by donation and 100 per-
cent of the proceeds are given to
benefit the work of the Open
Doot, the Ecumenical Food Shelf
and Thrift Shop that serves the
greater Danville area.

Please plan to join us. Reser-
vations ate not required, however,
it is helpful if you call Sue and
Dick Strifert, 802-748-4096, for

parties of four or more.
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Pope Notes

with Dee Palmer, Library Director

appy Holidays to all our Danville friends.

We hope you will join us for our annual
Holiday on the Green celebration. On Thurs-
day, December 17th from 5-7 walk about the
green and enjoy food and beverages offered
by The Pope Library and other businesses in
town. This is always a very festive event and
we hope you can stop in before going off to
the Pumpkin Hill Singers concert at 7:30 at
the Danville Congregational Church.

November was a very busy month at the library.
We are happy to report that we have a new furnace
and a newly insulated basement. We expect to be
very warm and cozy here this winter.

In early November, thanks to a Gates Founda-
tion On-line Technology Grant, three of us from
the Pope attended The Turning the Page, Building
Your Library Community conference in St. Louis,
MO. In May of next year we will receive funds from
this (matching) grant to buy a new computer. An-
drea Searls, Laurel Stanley and I had a great experi-

ence in St. Louis learning new ways to promote and
advocate for our library. We attended the confer-
ence with other Vermont librarians, as well as li-
brarians from Missouri and Hawaii. We are very
grateful to Bill and Melinda Gates for their contin-
ued support of libraries.

We have several new book acquisitions: I, Alex
Cross by Patterson, Day After Night by Diamant, A
Gate at the Stairs by Moore, Her Fearful Symmetry
by Niffenegger, The Professional by Parker, Change
in Altitude by Shreve, Hot House Otrchard by
Woods and Under the Dome by King and The New
Whole Grains Cookbook by Asbell. Come in and

check them out!

From the Children’s Room and YA Center

Please note that the last Story Hour of this year
will be on Monday, Dec. 14. We will resume on Jan-
uary 11, 2009. The YA program will end on De-
cember 23 and resume on January 6, 2009.

We wish everyone a very safe and Happy Holi-
day! Let it snow!

MLS#2768086
Out in the country, on 19 acres, great views,
room for the horse, the dog and the kids. Split
level ranch home has a finished, walkout base-
ment with extra bath and a big family room.
New two car garage. Sun room and BBQ deck.
Some woods, too.

A good buy at this reduced price $229,000

BEGIN REALTY ASSOCIATES

Main Street
Danville, VT 05828

(802) 684-1127

EGIN REALTY ASSOCIATES

Lots of possibilities

MLS#2798970

MLS # 2808097

ﬁlsan Aiken
REAL ESTATE

RESIDENTIAL - LAND - RECREATIONAL PROPERTIES

Call me at (802) 748-1145
E-mail me at susan@aikencrest.com

Danville! This log home, built by a local Danville
Builder, is very private. It has a long curved
drive. You won't be able to see another house.
You can se the mountains. The come right into
your living room. Ceiling to floor windows, two
story fieldstone fireplace, custom made cup-
boards. Here's your cabin on the mountain top.

$375,000.

This unfinished house is growing, but so is the
price. You still have time to choose most of the
interior materials and the landscaping. Butthe
builder is building as you read this. This spec-
tacular home with absolutely killer views, is in
Littleton, just a stone's throw form Littleton Re-
gional Hospital. Come on over and take a look
at this artistry. Local builder has pix of his
house in Peacham.

Right now it's $499,000

or visit www_aikencrest.com

Hi friends, keep in mind Aikencrest
can care for your property. As a rental,
as a vacant property while you're
away. If you have moved to another
area and need property manage-
ment, Aikencrest is available for your
property's needs. We tailor our care
to fit your purposes. Call us and we'll
tell you all about it.

ML2800632 Large country property, just minutes to either Danville or

BEGIN REALTY ASSOCIATES

Private Cottage

ML2796727 You'll be snug
and cozy in this well-built
cottage on 3.76 acres in
Danville. Private, off-the-
road location w/all the com-
forts: a 1-car garage with
over-head storage, living
room w/working fireplace,
full bath has new fixtures and
tile floor, new mound septic
system, new roof, drilled
well, and it even has cable ac-
cess.

$115,000

Start your
search here.

=

309 Portland St., St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

Need room to roam?

ML2800306 This 100 (+/-) acre
parcel has a great home site & a
wildlife sanctuary all rolled into
one. The 7-acre pond & sur-
rounding forest is home to a very
diverse bird & animal population
and has been a well-managed
woodlot for many years. The
open pasture w/more than 700 ft.
of road frontage gives you a won-
derful site to build your dream
home & enjoy the view of your
own private kingdom.

$199,900

JOSSV ALTVHA NIDHA

(802) 748-2045

Providing Professional and Courteous Service

www.beginrealty.com

Panoramic views
ML2803151 43 acres and a panoramic view for only $159,000. This

MOOSSV ALTVHA NIDAdI

St. Johnsbury and 191. Spacious, sunny rooms, a full bath on each
floor, a mix of hardwood & softwood flooring, and possible income
apartment are just a few of the features of this comfortable home.

There is a pond and 30 (+/-) acres of beautiful open fields & pasture if a
small farm operation is what you've been looking for. If not, then just
enjoy the privacy and elbow room.

land has an engineered septic design, electricity on the roadside, and
southerly exposure...just waiting for you to build your dream home.
There is also a second access to the property that makes it a prime can-
didate for a subdivision.

EGIN REALTY ASSOCIATES

Box 301
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

$159,000
$220,000

(802) 748-4945
24 hour service

BEGIN REALTY ASSOCIATES BEGIN REALTY ASSOCIATES
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Events in

the NEK

WED.2:

»Holiday Show and Sale at NEK
Artisans Guild, 10:30 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. Call 748-0158 for more infor-
mation. NEK Artisans Guild, 430
Railroad St, St Johnsbury, VT.
Email: nekguild@kingcon.com,
www.nekartisansguild.com.

»Becoming Americans, St. Johns-
bury Athenaeum First Wednesday
Series, 7 p.m., Author and
Ambherst College professor llan
Stavans explores the impact that
immigrants have had on American
culture and language, and the role
immigrant writers have played in
our national consciousness.

»Holiday Show and Sale at NEK
Artisans Guild,10:30 a.m. to 5:30
p.m., NEK Artisans Guild, 430
Railroad St #2, St Johnsbury,
nekguild@kingcon.com, Web:
www.nekartisansguild.com.

»The National Marionette Theatre
presents Hansel and Gretel,
10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Using the
beautiful music from
Humperdinck's opera, the National
Marionette Theatre gives Hansel
and Gretel by the Brothers Grimm
an absolutely beautiful story book
look that appeals to audiences of
all ages. Call (802) 748-2600 or
visit www.catamountarts.org for
more information.

THURS.3:

»Abstracts by various artists - at
The Art House in Craftsbury,
10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Exhibit of
Abstract works by gallery Artists.
Runs through December 20. Call
(802) 586-2545 or visit www.ver-
montarthouse.com for more infor-
mation.

FRI.4:

» The Class of 2014 presents Time,
Talents and Tid-Bits Auction.
Danville School Cafeteria, 5 p.m.
Call Elizabeth Ferraro at (802)
748-5123 for more information.

SAT.5:

»The North Pole Express - The
Magic of Christmas Comes
Alive...The Family Tradition Contin-
ues, 12 p.m. Join us on a magical
journey to the North Pole aboard
The North Pole Express. Call 626-

1400 or visit www.thelyndonfreight-
house.com for more information.

»The 40th Annual Burklyn Arts

Holiday Market - arts, crafts, raf-
fles, food and more...9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Local arts and crafts, Vermont
made products, raffles, lunch,
baked goods....perfect for holiday
shopping! The Winter Market is at
the Lyndon Town School, 2591 Lily
Pond Rd. Lyndonville, VT.

» Glover Christmas Craft Fair - fea-

turing local crafters with a hearty
lunch served with stews, chowders
and chili, 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Glover Community School, Bean
Hill Rd. Glover, VT.

» Santa Comes to Lyndon - bring

your Christmas list! Children can
come to the Cobleigh Library in
Lyndonville from 10 a.m. to noon
and make holiday crafts while their
parents head out for some secret
local shopping. Then, everyone
heads to the Darling Inn, where
Santa takes up residence on the
porch and hears children's fondest
wishes. He will also travel down Rt.
5 South, ending up at the White's
Market Plaza. Call (802) 626-9696,
E-mail info@lyndonvermont.com or
visit www.lyndonvermont.com for
more information.

Holiday Crafts at the Cobleigh,

10 a.m. to noon, sled, ski, or catch
a ride with Rudolph and stop by
the Cobleigh for Holiday crafts!
After craft time at the library meet
Santa at the Darling Inn at 12:15
p.m.

SUN.6:
»Hardwick Memorial Tree Lighting

- Dedication of bulbs for the com-
munity memorial tree with light re-
fresments, 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Hardwick Town Memorial Building.
Sponsored by Hardwick Area Res-
cue Squad. Memorial Park, Hard-
wick, VT.

MON.7:
» NEK Audubon, informational and

planning meeting at the Fairbanks
Museum, 4:30-6:00 p.m. All are
welcome, Call Laura at (802) 751-
7671 for details.

WED.9:

»Jennifer Kennedy - the local Peace
Corps volunteer will discuss her re-
cent trip to Malawi, Africa to help
educate the country’s youth. North
Danville Baptist Church at 7 p.m.

FRI.11:

» Visual Arts Winter Exhibition at
Lyndon State College, noon to 2
p.m., join us for our semi-annual
open house featuring student art-
work from Fall 2009 courses in art,
digital media, graphic design, illus-
tration and photography.

» Booksigning with local author
Don Bredes at Green Mountain
Books in Lyndonville, 4 p.m. to 7
p.m. Call (802) 626-5051 for more
information. Green Mountain
Books & Prints, 1055 Route 5, Lyn-
donville, VT.

SAT.12:

»Victorian Holiday - Come celebrate
a nostalgic holiday tradition. Mer-
chants will be dressed in victorian
attire, there will he horse drawn
wagon rides, Santa will be at the
Welcome Center, childrens activi-
ties will be at various downtown lo-
cations, there will be several
holidays bazaars and cookie
walks, ice skating on Main Street,
carolers abound, and a 5K Light up
the Night race, culminating with
lighting of the Main Street tree.

» Opening Day at Burke Mountain.

Mid Burke Lodge, Willoughby &
Poma Lifts. Burke Mountain Ski
Resort, 223 Sherburne Lodge Rd.
East Burke, VT. Web:
www.skiburke.com

SUN.13:
» Old North Church Advent Lamp-

light Service, 7 p.m., with commu-
nity clergy, combined church
choirs, guest soloist Mark Breen,
and guest trumpeter Sally Fish-
burn.

THURS.31:

» NEW YEAR’S EVE

» First Night - 17th Annual New
Year's Eve celebration takes place
in St. Johnsbury starting at 4 p.m.

FRI.1:

NEK Audubon's annual Christmas
Bird Count. Join us for all or part
of the day as we inventory the
birds of the Kingdom. Call Charlie
Browne at (802) 748-2372 or email
cbrowne@fairbanksmuseum.org

for information and to register.

FRI.25:
» MERRY CHRISTMAS

| e specml e
[ liday 6 it

Let us help eliminate the
isolation, confusion and
frustration brought on by
hearing loss during the
holidays.

FOR YOU &
YOUR FAMILY

*» GIFT CERTIFICATES
* FREE HEARING SCREENINGS

m_ ARMSTRON G’S
——

Better Hearing Service, Ltd.
198 Eastern Avenue St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
(802) 748-4852 (800) 838-4327

Hours: Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 9-4

Z Starkey

Sandra Day, BC-HIS
Rebecca Armstrong
Isabelle Armstrong

X . Sandra Day, BC-HIS
America’s Largest Hearing

Instrument Manufacturer
To learn more, visit
www.starkey.com

BOUTIQUE
GALLERY
JEWELERS
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HinNne

17 EASTERN AVE., ST. JOHNSBURY VT. « 802-748-2933

—>=

Diamond & Gemstone Jewelry
Sterling Silver Jewelry
Pottery & Art Glass
Eileen Fisher, Tribal, Etc.
Handbags & Accessories
S0 Much More!

BOUTIQUE

W

-
-

Shop &
0% OF
*STOREWIDE

LE DATES: DECEMBER 3-7

THURSDAY -+ FRIDAY - SATURDAY SUNDAY « MONDAY

——

v \
= mdc.ht}_

Taxidermy ° Moose Heads 1
Adirondack Furniture |

-——
* Ihex » Vera Bradiey |
* |sis * Jewelry '

e Men's Clothing - French Wines ™=
* Pendleton * Gifts, Gifts,
Blankets Gifts! i

L ake & Lodge Store ‘ :

69 RAIL ROAD STRFFT ST. JOHNSBURY, VT r
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