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TERRY HOFFER

I
’ve often thought I could size people up pretty quickly - in great

part by the firmness of their handshake and the directness of their

eye contact. It’s not easy to fake either one.

I’d known Gilmore Somers by reputation for a long time, but it

was in his home of 55-years in the outskirts of Mosquitoville, one of

my all time favorite, off-the-beaten-path, crossroads in Vermont,

where we first met. Somers turned 90 last summer in July, but none of

that prevented him from standing as I entered his living room. He’s a

big man. He describes himself as 6’7”, and though it may be less than

that now, Somers can still tower over most of us. 

His handshake is convincing. It made me smile. His eyes are clear,

and they give the impression that little escapes his view.

Somers is soft spoken, one of those wonderful people who learned

long ago that he can be. There is no need to raise his voice or wave his

hands or his arms as he talks. Because of his physical presence he

holds your attention, and in 90 years, I’d bet there were few who took

that lightly.

Somers is a modest man. I’m sure he would never be forward

about his accomplishments, but on this cold day in December as the

wind whipped fresh snow through Mosquitoville, I persuaded him to

fill in some details of his reputation as an athlete, deerslayer, logger

and businessman, road commissioner, storyteller, husband and father

and overall, generously friendly soul - the kind of person for whom

the expression “gentle giant” was invented. 

Somers was raised on a dairy farm in the South Part of Peacham.

His father had the first corn harvester in the area. Somers was the

youngest of eight children, and he remembers cutting corn on neigh-
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Gilmore Somers an athlete, deerslayer, logger and businessman, road commissioner, storyteller, husband and father and overall, generously

friendly soul - the kind of person for whom the expression “gentle giant” was invented. In his barn are antlers from years of deer hunting.

“Each one,” he says, “has a story.”

boring farms for four dollars an acre. His parents didn’t let him go to

school until he was 8. But he caught on quickly, and by the time he

was in 4th grade he had earned the job of school janitor. “I was one of

the larger ones in the school,” Somers says matter-of-factly, “and I

was supposed to get $25 a year for the job. I guess my parents got the

money because I never saw it. I’d go to the school first thing in the

morning and start the fire. It might have been zero when I got there,

but I’d load up the stove with four-foot wood and open the windows

upstairs. You could warm fresh air quicker than stale, and by the time

everyone got there at nine o’clock, it would be 72° in the classroom.”

Because of his size and his classroom success at the South Part

School, Somers was on the fast track to Peacham Academy. “I skipped

7th grade. When I got to Peacham my sister was only a year ahead of

me. It was three miles from the farm, and Eunice’d drive the horse. I

let her drive so I could hop off and walk with my friends as we caught

up to them along the way.”

Peacham Academy’s principal was Irwin Hoxie. Hoxie was one of

three teachers who taught six classes every day. He ran extracurricu-

lar programs, coached sports and served as principal all for $1,800 a

year, until, that is, the trustees voted to reduce his pay in 1932 because

of the Great Depression. 

(Please See Gilmore Somers on Page 8)
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WE WALKED

TO SCHOOL

FROM

HOOKER HILL

ALONG THE

RAILROAD

TRACKS

BRUCE HOYT

A
ny attempt to describe

the mid 20th century

daily walk to school

would be dismissed by school

bus-riding teens of today.  Not

the “two miles uphill through a

foot of snow every day,” in the

exaggerated derision that it

evokes, my own experience in

the 1940’s and ‘50’s typifies the

sights and adventures in a school

kid’s walk to school. I value the

connections I made on my walk.

I doubt that riders in the big yel-

low school buses have the same

feeling for the places they pass.

My walk began at my home

at 20 Perkins Street (now Hooker

Hill),  a small and elevated

neighborhood bounded by the

Passumpsic River to the east, the

old Purina mill to the north, the

Canadian Pacific Railroad to the

west and the Saint Mary Street

neighborhood to the south. Most

families in the private homes had

raised their children the decade

before, but younger families

inhabited the two, multi-apart-

ment tenements, and that’s where

most of my friends lived.  The

path to Mill Street might have 

(See We Walked on Page 10)
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Hello Out There Auto Industry
I’m not in the market for a new car. But having learned to drive when cars were automobiles

and when V-8’s were the norm, I still appreciate the efforts of the automotive industry to serve up

new concepts for design and performance.  

I just read about the Italian Stallion, that’s the new Ferrari ITSF340, that sells for $270,000 and

probably could go to Boston and back before the defroster warmed up. Not in the snow, I suppose,

but on dry pavement, one of these limited production beauties will go from 0 to 100 kilometers per

hour in a neck-snapping 3.7 seconds. The article did mention fuel economy to be 11 miles per gallon

but it avoided the other mundane matters like how many grocery bags fit in the boot or who the heck

will work on the thing when salt corrodes the brake system or the timing gets off and the Stallion’s

whisper sounds more like the bark of logtruck. But with only 350 of them planned to roll off the

Ferrari production line, there are probably enough buyers who won’t care.

Seriously though, one of my first cars was a Volkswagen, and a description of the 2008

Volkswagen Toureg caught my attention. Even though I have no idea what a toureg is, I still have a

soft spot in my heart for a VW. This one is an SUV, and maybe that’s a good thing if the December

snow fall is any indicator of the winter ahead. Sheesh. This new Toureg starts at $40 grand and will

quickly cost more than $50,000 if you throw in the technology package, the luxury package and the

four-corner air suspension.  (I don’t know what that is either.) That’s a lot of money for a

Volkswagen, but wait. Even the Associated Press author of the article I was reading stumbled across

this, and she began to trash the Toureg: “… fuel economy is the pits, with a government rating of

just 12 mpg in city driving and 17 mpg on the highway.” I want to know what the heck is

Volkswagen thinking? Whatever happened to the folksvagon? Most of us think of a car as some sort

of investment in our transportation needs. And with the price of fuel well past $3 a gallon that

Toureg would be an investment in decorating my dooryard.

A day or two later I read about the new Volvo XC70 Wagon. Now there’s a car. I’m not sure

that I ever even sat in a Volvo, but the XC70, they use to call it the Cross Country, makes anybody

look like they belong at the polo grounds or the yacht club. I could use some of that. Volvo has built

a reputation around passenger safety with seat belts and side impact airbags way ahead of their time

and now radar beaming adaptive cruise control and a keyfob alert system that detects the heartbeat

of someone lurking inside the car and warns you not to open the door and sit yourself down into the

hands of harm. I can’t argue with any of that, but the XC70 will likewise put a big hole in a $50,000

bill. And what surprised me further is the extent to which it burns fuel.  This car is rated at 15 mpg

in town and 22 out on the highway. What the heck is Volvo thinking?

Excuse me, but the planet I’m on is struggling under the weight of dependence on oil. I don’t

understand all of the reasons why, but from my windshield, the bottom line is that the price of regu-

lar gasoline has reached the point where I want to top off when I see it priced at less than three

bucks a gallon. Oh my gosh. I’m starting to sound like grandparents and my parents, who struggled

through the years of the Great Depression. I can hear my mother telling about dropping an egg on

the kitchen floor and bursting into tears. I spilled some gasoline the other day, and I almost cried at

the fuel pump. It’s going to take more than fresh air in the stock market to solve this matter of our

dependence on imported fuel.

In the meantime I’d like to know where the market study took place that inspired Volkswagen

and Volvo to boast about their new cars with fuel economy in the pits. (I imagine the Ferrari family

called a few of their favorite customers and just laughed at the thought of their new Stallion.)

What are they thinking out there, anyway? Don’t they know how much I’d like to have a nice

little convertible station wagon that will claw its way through the snow and get 40 miles per gallon?

Hello out there!

Terry Hoffer
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Irrelevance is a Relative Matter
What is it that starts before you really want to think about it, drags on far beyond the “Enough

already!” point, and when finally finished, often has disappointing results?  (Hint:  If you’re unhappy

with the outcome, you have an opportunity to change things in four years.)  Answer:  The

Presidential political campaign.

Delegates to the Democratic and Republican National Conventions gather in August and

September, respectively.  At these meetings, each party will elect its candidate for the 2008 presiden-

tial election.  The process of selecting delegates to the national conventions begins this month, first

with the Iowa caucuses on January 3, followed closely by the New Hampshire primary on January 8.

The first caucuses and primary often set the tone for the subsequent primary elections and caucuses,

as candidates who do poorly in the first rounds of delegate selection often drop out of the race.  For

the past year, states have been like schoolchildren pushing to be at the front of the primary line (and

the national leadership of the Democratic and Republican parties the schoolmarms threatening not to

seat the states’ delegates at the national conventions if they move their primaries too early.)  

Delegates to the Democratic and Republican National Conventions are selected through a vari-

ety of methods, none of which I fully understand. (Reading about the process is like reading a manu-

al on how to dance.  It’s awfully hard to have a working understanding without actually going

through the steps.)  Each state is allocated by the national parties a number of delegates to the

respective national conventions based upon formulae that account for population and the state’s “red-

ness” and “blueness.” This is measured by the party affiliations of national and state-level elected

leaders. There are different flavors of delegates.  Depending on state and party affiliation, some dele-

gates are committed to vote for the candidate they profess to support prior to the national conven-

tions, while others are free to wait until the convention before committing to a candidate. Despite the

complexities of this whole process, its longevity is a testimony to its success—in providing a forum

for the advancement of local, state and national political agenda, and, ultimately, selecting a candi-

date for president. 

This year, Vermont holds its primary elections on March 4, with the actual selection of dele-

gates occurring at state party meetings in May and June.  By March 4, thirty-eight states will have

elected their delegates to the national conventions.  It is probable that one candidate will have gained

sufficient delegates to assure his or her election before Vermont even holds its primary.  Vermont

will send 23 delegates to the Democratic National Convention (DNC) and 17 delegates to the

Republican National Convention (RNC).  These delegations will be approximately 0.5% of the total

delegates at the DNC, and 0.7% of the delegates at the RNC.   Late in the game and small in num-

ber; Vermont voters are not likely to have much impact on selecting the candidates for the 2008 pres-

idential election.

I am not disturbed, nor do I feel disenfranchised, that Vermont may be irrelevant to the out-

come of the presidential primary elections.  It is my (perhaps overly optimistic) aspiration that, even

if too late and too few to influence the choice of candidate, Vermont’s delegates to the Democratic 

(Please See It’s a Relative Matter on Page 4)
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Grand Trunk Engineers Strike Strands Hundreds of Passengers

New State Law Requires Medical Practitioners To Be Certified

The North Star Monthly    January 2008              3

THE NORTH STAR

January 5, 1877

Great Strike of Railroad

Engineers - One day last week all

the engineers on the Grand trunk

Railroad through the whole line

from Portland to its western ter-

minus suddenly struck while the

trains were in motion and refused

longer to do duty, to the great

annoyance of hundreds of passen-

gers, who had to complete their

journeys the best way they could,

by stage, by private conveyance,

&c. The mails were also stopped

along the whole route. This

action occurred, it is said, on

account of a recent reduction of

wages - the strike being encour-

aged and sustained by a society

called the “United Brethren of

Engineers,” who comprise some

six hundred members and is a

powerful combination. The

Railroad Company is doing the

best it can and refuses to yield to

the demands of the strikers. The

Company is employing new engi-

neers and has appealed to the

British Government for military

protection. The Vermont Central

now runs the Grand Trunk trains

from St. Johns to Montreal.

Shipwreck and Loss of Life -

A dispatch was received from

Bridgehampton, LI announcing

that the ship Circassian, which

went ashore on the night of

December 11 during a terrible

south easterly gale had gone to

pieces and would prove a total

loss. All but two or three of the

thirty one men on board were

lost. The storm which began in

the afternoon did not disturb the

ship and she lay so nicely that the

men were in good spirits and

counting on the probability of

floating free at high tide. After

dark the wind increased in force,

the sea ran higher, making a clean

breach over the ship, filling the

cabins and portholes. At about

midnight she began breaking up

and was found in pieces yesterday

morning. 

It is rumored that a formerly

prominent member of the

Addison County bar has gone

crazy and that liquor is at the bot-

tom of it. 

January 12, 1877

Daniel Walker of Charleston,

age 80 and somewhat infirm, was

frozen to death in the road the

other morning, while on his way

to his barn.

Last Tuesday there died at the

Danville poor house a man who

called himself James Gillis. He

came there sick some four weeks

ago and was a perfect stranger

declining to give any information

as to his connections or where he

had been lately residing. He was

about 50 years of age and said to

be a Scotchman with no relatives

in this country. Funeral services

were held at the poor house, and

his remains were deposited in the

Village cemetery vault.

New Laws - Among the laws

of Vermont passed at the last ses-

sion which went into effect on

the first of this month is one that

establishes the weight of various

produce. Sixty pounds of beans

now make a bushel instead of

sixty four required as before. The

weight of a bushel of apples is

fixed by statute for the first time

and is forty six pounds.

Another act requires every

medical practitioner to obtain a

certificate from some of the med-

ical societies to the effect that he

is duly qualified. Anyone found

guilty of practicing medicine with-

out such a certificate is subject to

be fined for the first offense not

less than fifty dollars nor more

than two hundred dollars.

Persons who have practiced five

years in the place of their present

residence are exempt from the

operation of the statute.

January 19, 1877

A New York horse attempting

to rival Boynton, swam forty three

miles down the Hudson River the

other day.

Mr. Marshall J. Morse of this

town built a new house last fall

with all of the modern improve-

ments. It is a custom of later days

to have on such occasions a house

warming. In this case it came in

the shape of surprise party. And

the affair was so admirably man-

aged as to be a perfect success in

every particular. In accordance

with a well arranged program, Mr.

and Mrs. Morse were invited out

to tea, whereupon the house was

entered by neighbors and friends

from various sections, numbering

125 or more. They passed a pleas-

ant evening and left behind as a

token of good will a very nice new

chamber set, which just fitted one

of the nice new rooms in the

house. As evidence of the com-

pleteness of the surprise Mr.

Morse and his wife were return-

ing from their afternoon visit and

when within a half mile of home,

they observed their house to be

illuminated with the appearance

of being on fire. They accordingly

and naturally drove the remain-

ing distance in hot haste and

arrived at their own door with a

smoking horse, whereupon they

were invited in to partake of hot

coffee and cake which had been

previously prepared by the ladies

of the vicinity and carried in dur-

ing their absence.

Small Pox - Mr. John Peck

died of small pox at the house of

his brother, Simon Peck, in this

town on Monday last and was

buried the next day. The deceased

was aged about 55 years and

never was married. It is said that

he leaves his property to the

amount of several thousand dol-

lars, which will go to his sisters

and brothers now living, he hav-

ing made no will. We know of no

more cases of small pox in this

town.

Erroneous Statement - The

statement which appeared in our

columns last week to the effect

that Bridgewater, Vermont was in

such a sadly demoralized  condi-

tion as to have no preaching the

year round and nobody capable

of officiating at funerals, is

denied by an intelligent citizen of

the place, and the too enterpris-

ing reporter from the paper from

which we clipped the item had

better confine himself to facts

hereafter.

January 26, 1877

Snowy Winter - A dispatch

from Greenwood, Miss. of

January 9 says the snow lies 20

inches deep on the level in that

region and that a steamer laden

with cotton was frozen in on the

Yazoo River. The papers of

Northern Texas are full of

accounts of skating and sleigh rid-

ing. In northern Pennsylvania the

snow drifts were reported so deep

that many farm buildings have

been entirely covered.

R.E. Peabody’s mill at

McIndoe Falls has sawed out

seven million feet of lumber since

August. One hundred men are

employed at the mill sawing out

from seventy five to one hundred

thousand feet daily, making a

shipment of seven carloads per

day.

The last Caledonian is author-

ity for the statement that Mr. and

Mrs. Sheldon Moore of Barton

have both been made insane by

Spiritualism. Mr. Moore has been

removed to Brattleboro.
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It’s a Relative Matter
(Continued from Page 2)

and Republican National Conventions will be influential in other

ways. If nothing more, I hope they will demonstrate the Vermont

brand.  In my view, the Vermont brand extends beyond material

goods. It includes attitudes and behaviors such as social tolerance,

a realistic approach to governmental funding of wants and needs,

a preference to find the middle ground, and respectfully disagree-

ing when opinions differ.  These attributes have the potential to

erode some of the polarity that has consumed a disproportionate

amount of political and legislative energy.

I expect members of the Vermont Democratic and

Republican parties will support whichever candidate emerges

from the national primary elections. Regardless of party affilia-

tion, we can exercise our own choice for president, through our

vote, on Election Day in November, 2008. 

Tim Tanner

Happy Holidays 
“Happiness” is a difficult word to explain regardless of the dictionary definition. “Each to his own”

may be the only definition that works. For most of us, it involves the well being of self, family, friends and

jobs. Also, for some of us it includes some concerns not directly related to our personal lives. For example,

the politics of our country and the world are very important to me. They are crucial to our survival, and I

enjoy studying and writing about them.  

I am an optimist by nature, but it has been hard these last few years for me to maintain that attitude.

But when thinking about the Holidays, I took a fresh look at what is going on around us. It seemed that

many things are taking a turn for the better, and they provide me with a long-absent measure of happiness.  

At the top of my list of the good news is that in 2003 Iran suspended, and possibly canceled perma-

nently, its nuclear weapons program. It is proceeding with its civilian nuclear power program as it has

every legal right to do.  Our fear-mongering president’s expectation of a war with Iran, (possibly even his

hope for one?) is no longer a probability.

Next on my list is the unexpected good news that Hugo Chavez lost the recent vote in Venezuela,

which would have given him the power to completely revolutionize the government. He controls the

Supreme Court and the legislature, and has spent countless billions of dollars, derived from the sale of oil,

currying favor with the poor. Surprisingly, some of them were the ones who deserted him at the polls when

he needed them most. Chavez has grudgingly accepted the unexpected result. Democratic process was the

clear winner. In retrospect, it seems to me that voters in 2004 didn’t exhibit the same concern for the well

being of our country, or they would never have re-elected President Bush to a second term.  

There is no particular significance to the order of the rest of the matters I will mention —- for differ-

ent reasons they are all important. In a couple of months the noisy furor involved with  nominating our next

president will end. As interesting as the process is, it can’t end soon enough for me. It is ridiculous that

Iowa and New Hampshire are so important. But when these early primaries are finally over in February, we

still won’t know for sure who the two nominees will be. 

That decision will be made next summer at party conventions, and anything can happen in the next

few months to affect the result. If there is a dead-heat between the top Democratic candidates at the con-

vention that can’t be resolved by trading votes, there might be a chance for a groundswell in favor of the

most qualified nominee the party could put forward – Al Gore – Nobel Prize winner, former Congressman,

Senator and Vice-President. And remember, he received more votes than the president did in 2000. 

Although it is “under the public radar,” so to speak, there is a serious interest in developing a program

to eliminate all nuclear weapons throughout the world. The effort is long overdue, and, of course, would

take many years to bring about.

President Bush demonstrates no interest in reducing toxic emissions from automobiles and coal-burn-

ing power plants, and he is not cooperating on finding long-term solutions to global warming. Fortunately,

individual states and other countries are moving ahead without him. If a Democratic president is elected,

there should be a reversal in these policies.

There is a glimmer of hope for reconciliation between Israel and Palestinians. It was significant that

one of the Palestinians’ two leaders and the Israeli prime minister met, talked, and agreed to work on a

treaty to establish a Palestinian state. For the first time President Bush became involved personally in the

process. However, the Hamas organization, which elected a majority of members in the freely-elected leg-

islature, and controls the Gaza strip, was left out of the meeting at Annapolis. It opposed the conference,

anyway. Probably nothing will happen without peace between Fatah and Hamas.

And now, for the joys of a couch potato! I am one when it comes to the Red Sox and Patriots. New

England may be the proud observer of an unheard-of, glorious record in professional sports. The Red Sox

have done their part by winning the World Series in baseball, and the Patriots are unbeaten and favored to

win the Super Bowl in football. And as if this isn’t more than enough, the Celtics basketball team has the

best win/loss record of all the teams. And don’t forget the great beginning the area ski developments have

enjoyed. If the weather holds through New Years, they will be off to their best beginning in many years.

Despite the good news set forth above, it is no time to forget the trouble spots that continue to plague

the world. But it is important to keep them in perspective and not let them destroy a Holiday mood. The

excesses of free trade and economic globalization are disturbing. Guantanamo and its prisoners continue to

be a cancer on our civil liberties. Our proposed missile bases in Europe continue to be thorns in the side of

the Russians (and mine, too). Our national debt and trade deficit continue to mushroom. The Iraq war goes

on and on with no end or slow-down in sight. We continue to encourage the recruitment of more terrorists

in the world with our belligerent, militaristic policies.

Nevertheless, let’s put all of that to one side for now, and enjoy the Holidays, thankful for the good

lives most of us have.

John  Downs 

Open 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday

Weekends and Evenings by appointment

PPOO BBooxx  119966

DDaannvviillllee,,  VVTT  0055882288

((880022))  668844--33441111
((880000))  773344--22220033  ((VVTT  ttoollll  ffrreeee))

Rest Assured -

SSaawwyyeerr  &&  RRiittcchhiiee  ooffffeerrss::

AAllll  lliinneess  ooff  IInnssuurraannccee  CCoovveerraaggee,,

PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall  PPrroommpptt  SSeerrvviiccee,,      

CCoonnvveenniieenntt  LLooccaattiioonn  aanndd

CCoonnvveenniieenntt  PPaarrkkiinngg

From left: Cindy White, Donna Percy, John Blackmore, Joan Field, George Coppenrath,

Betsy McKay, Sam Kempton, Darlene Pilbin, Sue Coppenrath and Cindy Hastings.

10
RREEAASSOONNSS  TTOO

GGIIVVEE  TTHHEE  NNOORRTTHH  SSTTAARR  AASS  AA  GGIIFFTT

11.. It fits.

22.. It flatters.

33.. You can recycle it.

44.. It won’t get returned.

55.. Award winning articles.

6. It’s only $16 - delivered.

77.. Award winning photography.

88.. It’s good for the whole month.

99.. They’ll think of you all year long.

1100.. It comes with our legendary service.

(802) 684-1056 or (800) 286-1056

P.O. Box 319 �� Danville, VT 05828
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Cobleigh Public Library

Lyndonville

Monday: Noon - 5 p.m.

Tuesday: Noon - 7 p.m.

Wednesday:  10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Thursday: Noon - 7 p.m.

Friday: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Saturday: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Smells and Memories
When driving along a back road in late summer, I caught the faint scent of wood smoke.

My mind suffered a twinge of fall nostalgia that set in motion a train of thought from image to

image to my childhood.  My husband tells me that I am losing my sense of smell, but he is

wrong, only my perception of certain types of smells is on the wane.

Scent is a powerful force. I remember reading that Napoleon Buonaparte said that, even

blindfolded, he would know if he was taken to Corsica, the island of his birth, by the scent of its

flowers and shrubs.  Scent is used with other sensory stimulation to treat people in comas, and in

some cases has succeeded in rousing them when other forms of stimulation have had no effect.

What is it that causes a smell to associate with powerful images, and why is it that some people

are less disturbed by unpleasant smells than others?

Some of my image/smell connections are strong.  The scent of lupine reminds me of my

grandparents’ garden after the rain.  The warm, earthy smell of a greenhouse transports me back

to my grandfather’s English greenhouse where I can clearly see the grapevine, tomato plants and,

of course, the fuchsias that I was forbidden to touch.  (The buds of fuchsias pop open so appeal-

ingly when gently squeezed by little fingers.)   The greenhouse was heated by a small coal-fired

stove, and the particular smell of coal ashes in today’s world, takes me back to the greenhouse

and coal fireplaces of my childhood.

Smells of food cooking are powerful memory aids.  A particular herb or spice will do the

trick. Cinnamon, ginger and peppermint are all associated with the holidays. But often a sprinkle

of tarragon, marjoram, thyme and lavender, the herbes de Provence, can transport me to southern

France and its warm sun and dry, rocky cliffs redolent with those wild-growing herbs of the

region.  Garlic performs the same magic for some people, but it reminds me of a former student

who always ate salami for breakfast.

When buying hardy mums in the fall, I seek out those with the crisp and tangy scent that

immediately reminds me of the huge russet and gold pompoms of the English chrysanthemums

that decorate village churches at Harvest Festival time.

It is interesting that many of my smell-related memories are of my childhood and youth.  Is

that because the sense of smell is so highly developed in babies and young children, when many

memories are being archived, to be retrieved years later?   Newborn infants have a powerful

sense of smell, and they use this to recognize their mothers and help them locate her nipples.

This idea of a personal odor may disgust some women who wish to be thought of as having none,

but it is true.  Babies sense when their mothers are upset or nervous, using that same awareness

of smell that detects the change of body odor as a result of stress. A mother’s use of perfume will

often confuse an infant who has become accustomed to her natural scent. These responses to

smell remind us that we cannot escape our mammalian heritage.

There are few smells that I find disgusting.  Barn smells, that some find unpleasant, remind

me of animals we used to raise, and of the cow barn I used to visit as a child, the place where I

first saw a calf born, learned to chop turnips for the cows, and tasted the molasses-scented cattle

feed.  The smell of hay reminds me of old-fashioned horse-drawn hay cutters and rakes and the

warm broad backs and hay-scented breath of the work horses.

Many people have a negative reaction to the smells of hospitals.  The smell of clean hospi-

tal linens reminds me of birth, a joyful time.  On the other hand, the smell of rubbing alcohol

reminds me of those hated shots in the doctor’s office as a child and as a mother.

All of us have our own smell related memories.  I hope that my grandchildren will associate

smells of our garden, kitchen and workshop, with especially pleasant memories of their grandpar-

ents.  I sometimes wonder whether the air fresheners and scented candles that are used so fre-

quently today, will over-power the magically natural scent of dusty attics and working kitchens,

dulling even the exciting memories of hidden treasure and delicious food that I remember so

well.  I hope not.

Isobel P. Swartz

17 EASTERN AVENUE, ST. JOHNSBURY, VT 748-2933  VISA/MC/AMX

LLooookk  ffoorr  GGrreeaatt  SSaavviinnggss  dduurriinngg  oouurr

WWIINNTTEERR  CCLLEEAARRAANNCCEE  SSAALLEE

FFrriiddaayy  

AAfftteerrnnoooonn  

TTeeaa  RRoooomm  

NNoorrtthh  DDaannvviillllee

BBaappttiisstt  CChhuurrcchh

22--44  pp..mm..  oonn  FFrriiddaayyss

DDeecceemmbbeerr  tthhrroouugghh  MMaarrcchh

BByy  DDoonnaattiioonn  ttoo  

DDaannvviillllee  OOppeenn  DDoooorr

AAllll  WWeellccoommee      

((880022))  774488--44009966

H.A. Manosh Corporation
since 1959

We have not one but four drills for your convenience

Well Drilling

Water Systems

Hydrofracturing

Water Treatment

Video Well Inspections

Water Fountains

120 Northgate Plaza

Morrisville, VT 05661

(802) 888-5722 or (800) 544-7666

Web Site: www.manosh.com

Round-up in the Supermarket 

Parking Lot

(An Urban Cowgirl’s Lament)

A dozen times today I’ve rounded up these wandering carts

And saved them from destruction, theft and weather.

Though herdsman I may seem,

I speak no pretty metaphor of husbandry;

If more than steel and plastic these may be,

Then they are just the witless analogs 

Of my life’s perennial chaos.

Here on this cold and snowy macadam plain

I’ve struggled every day to make reason answer entropy.

I’ve soaked my shoes and mashed my fingers.

And I’ve battered every corner of my soul

Trying to hold back the galloping fragments of disorder.

So once again in gaudy orange costume

I go forth to conquer,

While, safe behind the glass,

God and the manager look mildly on.

You there! Impatience,

Rattling empty down the cobbled mall,

You’ll be the first inside.

I’ll nest and chain you in Frustration, where you’ll stay.

And Error, too,

I’ll try once more by strength and will

To dominate your skewed-wheel deviations,

Great and small.

And, oh again, Loneliness:

Will you always be abandoned in the road?

Hurt, Anger, Fatigue, and Doubt,

I’ll gather you up and hide you all inside.

Now all together,

Clustered,

Rolling,

Clattering, 

Charging toward the door.

I will not hear your whining protests.

In you go!

Bruce Hoyt



6 The North Star Monthly    January 2008

“Dollar Despair or

Dollar Doldrums?”

S
o, consumers are reluctant to

spend, lenders are reluctant

to lend, and the stock market’s

shorter-term volatility creates

longer-term doldrums. Now the

dollar’s fall is yet another symp-

tom of an economy headed for a

rough patch – or is it?

The dollar’s value has

dropped far, nearing historic

lows relative to other major cur-

rencies. There are plenty of rea-

sons to see woe in this. As com-

modities – including oil - are

priced in dollars, commodity

prices are higher for us. Those

higher prices, in turn, encourage

inflation and rob the dollar of

even more purchasing power.

Another worry is that our for-

eign trading partners will stop

investing in U.S. assets, drying

up our flow of capital. For years,

we have been importing more

than we export, so that our trad-

ing partners end up with dollars.

In turn, they invest in the U.S.,

either in government bonds –

which has funded our ever grow-

ing budget deficit – or in our cor-

porate stocks, bonds and real

estate. As the dollar loses value,

so dollar-denominated assets

lose value, and foreign investors

may be reluctant to continue

funding them. That would dry up

the convenient flow of currency

that has kept us in cheap imports,

retail heaven and government

entitlements.

Another worry is that the dol-

lar may lose its status as the

world’s reserve currency, that is,

that other economies will cease

to stockpile their wealth in dol-

lars, or even worse, will actually

change their dollar reserves into

other currencies. For the last 60

years, since it eclipsed the

British pound, the dollar has

been the world’s reserve curren-

cy, its currency of choice, its

strongest and most trustworthy

currency. It has had its ups and

downs, but our relentless produc-

tivity and creativity have kept

our economy and its currency

relatively robust, or at least

preferable to others’. There are

signs that our reserve reign may

be ending.

Commodities do seem more

costly, but it’s really because

demand has been increasing

faster than supply, as developing

economies mature, and the price

– in more dollars - reflects that

reality. As long as demand is the

underlying driver of price, the

reality will be higher prices,

regardless of the currency in

which we keep score.

With the dollar’s fall,

American products are actually

more competitive for both

Americans and foreign buyers.

For example, more foreign

tourists are visiting the U.S., and

more Americans are traveling

domestically. That dynamic is

being played out in many diverse

markets; the fall off in domestic

spending may be somewhat off-

set by this growth in exports or in

foreign spending.

Indeed, the drop in dollar val-

ues has shifted our balance of

trade. We now export more and

import less – although we still

have a hefty trade deficit - a cor-

rection that needed to begin to

happen. The rise in commodity

prices implies real growth in

global productivity and real

gains in strength for our trading

partners. To export or sell more,

we need trading partners who

can import or buy more, partners

who can consume as well as pro-

duce. 

It would be costly if our gov-

ernment bonds were sold as

economies divested of dollars; it

would raise the interest on our

government debt and curtail our

ability to borrow. That would

raise other interest rates and

probably taxes as well, putting a

damper on consumer and corpo-

rate spending, as well as on the

government’s. If U.S. bonds lose

favor and thus value, however, it

would also hurt our investors,

who hold them as assets, so they

probably would not purposefully

precipitate such a sell off.

It’s unclear what currency

could assume sovereignty as the

world’s reserve currency. The

euro is a likely candidate, but it

still relies on a federation of

economies which has a unified

monetary policy but is still jug-

gling many, diverse, fiscal poli-

cies that can undermine its value.

Newer comers on the global

scene – China, for example -

have great growth potential, but

nascent capital markets and a

limited ability to offer the track

record of reliable liquidity and

stability that a reserve currency

demands. The British pound

comes to mind, but the British

are facing the same bursting real

estate bubble and looming credit

crunch that we and our dollar

have already begun to absorb.

The dollar’s drop in value

may make things more expensive

right now, but create a healthier

global balance of trade in the

longer run. We can stand to lose

a bit of dominance, and for a

while anyway, it looks like most

global investors will go home

with the dollar that brung them.

Rachel S. Siegel, CFA, con-

sults on investment portfolio per-

formance and strategy, and on

accounting and tax dilemmas.

She has an MBA from Yale; she is

a professor in the business

administration department at

Lyndon State College.

Award-winning filmmaker

Ken Burns will explore the most

intimate human dimensions of

World War II in a talk at the

Brattleboro Museum & Art

Center on January 2. The talk,

“No Ordinary Lives,” is part of

the Vermont Humanities

Council’s First Wednesdays lec-

ture series and takes place at 7:00

p.m.

Burns will discuss how the

worldwide conflict of World War

II touched the lives of every fam-

ily on every street in America,

demonstrating that in extraordi-

nary times, there are no ordinary

lives.

Ken Burns has been making

documentary films for more than

30 years, directing and produc-

ing some of the most acclaimed

historical documentaries ever

made, among them The War, The

Civil War, Baseball, Lewis and

Clark: The Journey of the Corps

of Discovery and others. His

films have won numerous

awards, including the Peabody

Award, the Emmy, the Grammy,

the Producer of the Year Award

from the Producer’s Guild, the

People’s Choice Award and the

$50,000 Lincoln Prize, among

many others. The New York

Times has called him “the most

accomplished documentary film-

maker of his generation.”

The Vermont Humanities

Council’s First Wednesdays

Brattleboro series is held on the

first Wednesday of every month

from October through May, fea-

turing speakers of national and

regional renown. The diverse

lecture series is also presented in

Burlington at Fletcher Free

Library; in Manchester at First

Congregational Church (hosted

by Mark Skinner Library); in

Middlebury at Ilsley Public

Library; in Montpelier at

Kellogg-Hubbard Library; at St.

Johnsbury Athenaeum; and at

Goodrich Memorial Library in

Newport and Stanstead College

in Stanstead, Quebec. The pro-

gram is free, accessible to people

with disabilities and open to the

public.

Talks in Brattleboro are gen-

erally held at Brooks Memorial

Library. However the January

talk with Ken Burns is being held

at Brattleboro Museum & Art

Center due to space considera-

tions.

First Wednesdays is support-

ed in part by the Institute of

Museum & Library Services

through the Vermont Department

of Libraries. Brooks Memorial

Library is sponsored by

Brattleboro Savings & Loan,

Entergy-Vermont, Friends of

Brooks Memorial Library,

Merrill Lynch & Co., Inc., and

Trustees of Brooks Memorial

Library.

“No Ordinary Lives” is a

National Endowment for the

Humanities We the People proj-

ect: sharing the lessons of histo-

ry with all Americans.

For more information, con-

tact Brooks Memorial Library at

(802) 254-5290 or the Vermont

Humanities Council at (802)

262-2626.

Ken Burns Will Talk at Brattleboro 

Museum & Art Center

Follow the Money

by Rachel Siegel
$

TThhee  ddoollllaarr’’ss  ddrroopp  iinn

vvaalluuee  mmaayy  mmaakkee

tthhiinnggss  mmoorree  eexxppeenn--

ssiivvee  rriigghhtt  nnooww,,  bbuutt

ccrreeaattee  aa  hheeaalltthhiieerr

gglloobbaall  bbaallaannccee  ooff

ttrraaddee  iinn  tthhee  lloonnggeerr

rruunn..
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North Danville Community Club   2007 Memory Tree
In memory of .......................................................................... Given By In memory of .......................................................................... Given By

Rodger Boyle ........................................................................................................................................................ His Family

Ruth Bailey ...........................................................................................................................................................Her Family

Helena Carson ........................................................................................................................... Leonard Carson & Family

Alice Couture ................................................................................................................................ Dick and Larry Couture

Melvin McFarland ....................................................................................................................... Leon & Anna McFarland

Diana Couture ................................................................................................................................... Jerry & Doris Randall 

Ann Langmaid ........................................................................................................................................... Hugh Langmaid 

Dot & Gil Gilfillan ......................................................................................................................... Diane, Frank, Jen & Jack 

Laine Vance .................................................................................................................................................... Eleanor Vance

Beverly Hamilton Jenks ..................................................................................................................................... Her Family

Pearl Gadapee ..................................................................................................................................... The Gadapee Family

Howard Byron ................................................................................................................................................... Freda Byron

Michael Guertin ......................................................................................................................................................... Mother

George & Barbara Randall .................................................................................................................. The Randall Family

Arlene Swett ................................................................................................................................. Harry & Claudette Swett

Ruth Cousins ............................................................................................................................... Jerry & Robert Boardman

Reg Smith ............................................................................................................................................................. The Family

Nathan "Nate" Morrill .................................................................................................................................... Janice Morrill 

Lyman & Florence Morrill ............................................................................................................................. Janice Morrill 

Israel & Burniece Farrow ............................................................................................................................... Janice Morrill 

Malvern & Marilyn Blodgett ......................................................................................................................... Janice Morrill 

I. John Farrow .................................................................................................................................................. Janice Morrill 

Howard & Margaret Farrow ......................................................................................................................... Janice Morrill 

Friends and Neighbors ................................................................................................................................... Janice Morrill

Olive, Reg, Ronald & Douglas Smith .......................................................................................................... Their Families

Melvin McFarland; Patricia (McFarland) Smith ..................................................................... Leon & Anna McFarland

Harold & Eva Gadapee ........................................................................................................... Richard & Paula Stevenson

Barb & George Randall; Mary Pitkat; and Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Root Sr. ........... Lorraine & Walter Dodge & Family

Richard E. Ide; William A. Ide ........................................................................................................................ Margaret Ide

Sherman Simpson ................................................................................................................................................. Ann Ovitt

Margaret & Ted Farrow .................................................................................................. Lynda, Gary, Matthew & Kevin

In Memory of our departed Pythian Brothers & Sisters ................................... Damon Lodge #16 Knights of Pythias

Aunt Barbara & Uncle George Randall .................................... Donald, Dale, Dwayne, Dennis and Danny Lynaugh

Michael Guertin .................................................................................................................................... Evangeline Guertin

Bill & Bev (Hamilton) Jenks;  Mr. & Mrs. George C. Morse; 

Gordon S. Morse; Michael G. Morse; Marilyn (Morrill) Blodgett;

Dr. & Mrs. William A. Hamilton; Paul C. Hamilton

Bob & Barb (Hamilton) Roberts; Cecilia Paon Morse; Gloria Morse; 

Barbara Sleeper Terrill; Mr. & Mrs. William Clement; 

Mr. & Mrs. Fenton Morse; Mal Blodgett; and 

Marion Hamilton Morse .................................................................................................................................... Bob Morse

Jean Hutchins ............................................................................................................................................. Our Community

Gaston & Diana Couture ............................................................................................................................. Dick and Larry

Ida & Phil Langmaid; Ann & Forrest Langmaid;

Harold & Jean Hutchins ....................................................................................................................... The Bennett Family

Phil Bennett ........................................................................................................................................... The Bennett Family

Harold Beattie ................................................................................................................ Catherine Beattie & Occie Beattie

Grandfather Beattie; Grandfather & Grandmother Mills ........................................................................................ Jacob

"Beattie"; Ike & Dorothy Stanton ............................................................................................................ Nathaniel Kitchel

Aaron Michael Root ...................................................................................................................... Mom - Alana Langmaid

Pop and Mem; John Pal ........................................................................................................................... Alana, Ed & Girls

Jerry & Virginia Jarrosak ................................................................................................................................... Ed Jarrosak

Grammy Margaret ............................................................................................................................. Kate & Margaret Toll

Gloria Morse .................................................................................................................. Kitty, Kate, Margaret & Abel Toll

Roland Carson; Jim Isham; Larry Royston; 

Ken Bess; Dickie Vance; Sylvia Drummond ....................................................................................................... Kitty Toll

Grampa Beattie .................................................................................................................................. Kate & Margaret Toll

Matt Clancy ................................................................................................................................................ Our Community

John Pal; Ida Langmaid; Phil Langmaid ......................................................... Jennifer, Bryan, Kate-Lynn & Samantha 

Plynn McDonald; Joe Swett; Carrie Thresher;

Jeff Ziter & Bob Hill ......................................................................................................................................... Plynn Beattie

Jonathan Jewell; Darwin LaCross;

Nick Ferris; Phil & Ida Langmaid & Bob Hill ................................................................................ Philip & Abby Beattie

Forrest Langmaid; Phil Bennett; Howard Penniman; 

Ann Langmaid; "Beattie"; Burl & Ethel Langmaid;

"Pop" & "Mem"; Kenneth & Aurora Dwyer;

Darwin LaCross and Bob Hill ............................................................................................................. Lee & Plynn Beattie 

My Dad & My Mom ......................................................................................................................................................... Lee

Mem & Pop; Steve Stanley; Ann Langmaid;

Departed Loved Ones & Friends ............................................................................................... Alan, Susan, Jeff & Kelly

John Villeneuve; Ralph Page ...................................................................................................... Alan & Susan Langmaid

Ruth & Kenneth Bailey ....................................................................................................................................... The Family

Dickie Vance; Laine C. Vance; David J. Kirker and John S. Kirker .................................................. Dick & Ann Vance

Dickie Vance; Laine C. Vance; David J. Kirker and John S. Kirker ................................................. J.P. & Kelly Sinclair

Gladys & Delmer Smith; Beulah, Tip, Dick, Myles and 

Zoe-Ann (Cortese) Wakefield; Sarah & Claude Keen ........................................................... Janet Wakefield & Family

Sherman Simpson and Deceased Members of the 

Clyde Ovitt Family ................................................................................................................................ Charlotte Simpson

Deceased Members of the Goss Hollow Home Makers Club ................................. Goss Hollow Home Makers Club

Ronnie Bumps .................................................................................................................................... Friends & Neighbors

Hap & Mary Dresser; George & Barbara Randall;

Vernon & Luella Webster; Roland Carson and Helena Carson .................................. Paul & Mary Randall & Family

Velma Paquin Webster; Gertrude Dunbar; 

Ephraim Salls; Mary Montgomery and Milton Montgomery Jr. ............................................................... Erlene Loura

Nathan Morrill ................................................................................................. Lynn, Bob, Casey & Erin Desharnais and 

great grandson Dax Nathan

Nathan Morrill.............................................................................................................................. Jane, Tim, Jesse, Caleb & 

Zachary Morrill-Winter

Earl McReynolds; Stewart & Elva Coates; 

Ranald & Madelyn ("Peg") Davis; George & Barb Randall; 

Henry Patoine; Billy Kennedy; Darwin LaCross

and Bob Hill ................................................................................................................................. Jeff, Mary, Justin & Jacob

Tom Machell .................................................................................................................................................. Wife & Family

Tom Machell ........................................................................................... J, Laurie, Christina, Brittany & Jeffrey Machell

Cheryl Stocker ......................................................................................... J, Laurie, Christina, Brittany & Jeffrey Machell

Kenneth & Aurora Dwyer ...................................................................... Rosie Chaloux; Linda Mosse; Diana Chaloux; 

Maria Chaloux; & Wynter Aurora Mosse

Dot & Gil Gilfillan; Bill & Dora Conly; Rodger Boyle .............................................................................. Diane Gilfillan

Walter & Ruth Blodgett; Burl & Ethel Langmaid; 

Malvern & Marilyn Blodgett; Bill Stanton .......................................................................... Arnold & Shirley Langmaid 

George & Barbara Randall ............................................................................................................... Jerry & Doris Randall

Diana & Gaston Couture .................................................................................................................. Jerry & Doris Randall

Merton & Eliza Hall ............................................................................................................................. Evelyn McReynolds

Persis & Henry McReynolds; Earl McReynolds ..................................................................... Evelyn, Earlene & Jimmy

Hobart & Ruth Paige; Ken Strifert ........................................................................................................ Sue & Dick Strifert

Tom Machell; Don & Dot Colby; Ralph & Annie Briggs; 

Nancy Briggs; Great Grampa & Grammy Ward; 

Uncle Basil & Aunt Mabel; Uncle Wes; Matt Clancy and 

All loved ones no longer with us .................................................................................................. Bobby, Denise & Kalyn

Ted & Robella Legendre; Beulah Couture; Johnny Joyce .......................................................... Rodger, Joan & Family 

Eileen DeLisle .................................................................................................................................. Cheryl & Jerry DeLisle

Curtis Vance ...................................................................................................................................... Derek & Alysia Vance

Laine Vance; and many relatives & friends;

A special good neighbor, Rodger Boyle .................................................................................... Eleanor Vance & Family

Leon & Gloria Dargie........................................................................................................................................ Mike Dargie

Bee & Steve Waterman .................................................................................................................. Molly Newell & Family

Joseph Frank Swett & his dog Blondie; 

Arlene L. Swett; George D. Swett; Frankie Swett ................................................................... Harry & Claudette Swett; 

Becky & Steve Longe; 

Joanne & Nate Bergeron

Frank & Helen Brunell; Carlton & Tessie Chickering ............................................................ Harry & Claudette Swett

Duane Ingalls; Paul Hamilton; Demmy Devenger and Dick Wakefield ....................................... Bev (Ingalls) Lynch

Lucien Desrochers; Alice Calkins .......................................................................................................... Tom & Bev Lynch

Mom-Shirley Lamothe; Jerry Lamothe;

Aunt Irene Merchant Hubbard & Uncle Bill; Uncle Reg Lamothe; 

Aunt Bernice Merchant Johnston & Uncle Francis;

Great Uncle Allen Sanborn & Great Aunt Lettie; 

Great Aunt Addie Sanborn & Great Uncle Author Sanborn;

Lillian Sanborn Gadapee & Uncle John; 

Grammie Jessie Sanborn Merchant & Grampa Shirl; 

Uncle Leroy & Aunt Millicent Merchant; 

Uncle Camille Lamothe and Paul & Karen; 

Aunt Irene Lamothe Moony & Uncle Ted; 

Uncle Theoron Merchant; Grandma Mary Lamothe & 

Grandpa Napoleon; and Dear Friends Virginia Butterfield, 

Dot Gilfillan; Doris Gadapee; Aunt Fran Lamothe-Chaloux; 

Aunt Yvette Morey; Uncle August Lang; Uncle George Lamothe;

Cousin Donald Beer; Cousin Sandra; 

Rodger Boyle, Bill Stanton; and Margaret Pollard ................................................................................ Gerard Lamothe

Merle & Doris Gadapee; Henry & Alice Walker .................................................................. Howard & Annie Gadapee

Fran Lamothe-Chaloux; Rodger Boyle .......................................................................................................... Alice Hafner

Amos Hafner .................................................................................................................................................. Aggie Boswell

Rodger Boyle; Fran Lamothe Chaloux; Fransis & Hazel Boyle; 

Walter & Gladys Hubbard; Carl & Regina Hubbard ................................................................................ Virginia Boyle

Jack Parker; John Parker .................................................................................................... Judy & Mike Parker & Family

All Departed Loved Ones & Friends ................................................................................................... The McGill Family

Sam & Blanche Daniels; Jim Daniels .................................................................................................. John & Roz Daniels

All departed friends & neighbors ................................................................................................................... Freda Byron

Neil & Nell O'Neil .............................................................................................................................. Carol & Bill Ottinger

Rodger Boyle ............................................................................................................... Sanford, Lori, Holly & Jason Boyle

George & Barb Randall; Earl J. McReynolds; 

Stewart & Elva Coates; Darwin LaCross ........................................................................ Everett & Martha McReynolds

Ronnie Bumps ............................................................................................................................... Joanne Bumps & Family

Mom and Dad, Perk and Roberta; Laine Vance .......................................................................................... Judy Garland

Reginald M. Vance; Charles Vance & Curtis Vance ......................................................................... Roy & Linda Vance

Norman Maiden; Reg Smith; Ted Perrigard; 

Forrest Langmaid; Laine Vance; Curtis Vance; and

Arnold (Jim) Hutchinson  .................................................................................................................. "The Huntin' Camp"

Forrest Langmaid; Clara McGill Langmaid; Harry Drew; 

Howard & Williamina Penniman; Flora & Willis Pierce;

Grammie Tennie; Grandpa Burl & Grammie Ethel; 

Mrs. Clarke; Mrs. Hall; Mrs. Bailey; Norman Maiden; 

Charles Vance; Clair Vance; Laine Vance; Curtis Vance

Maurice & Susan Prior; Ann Langmaid; 

Phil & Ida Langmaid .................................................................................................... Hollis & Mary Prior; Kim Prior;

Dwayne & Susan Lynaugh; 

Roy & Linda Vance; 

Jane Langmaid & Clif Langmaid

Leland Mathews; Bill Stanton ........................................................................ Dave, Marie, Sarah & Zachary Langmaid

Leland Mathews ........................................................................................................................................ Evelyn Mathews

Mel McFarland; Eugene Charron; Pat Smith .............................................................................................  Donna & Julie

Ida Langmaid; Vicki Campbell-Beer ........................................................................................................................ Donna

Gram .............................................................................................................................................. Casey, Crystal & Taylor;

Brett, Asa, Meredith, Meriah, 

Megan, Emily & Travis

Mom and Roland ......................................................................................................................................... Leonard;  Janet;

Roxanne and Bud; 

Ellen and Ozzie

Grampa & Grammie Carson;

Gramp & Grammie Lyndonville;

Aunt "Mick"  .............................................................................................................................. Leonard, Roxanne & Janet

Rodger Boyle ............................................................................................................................................... Leonard Carson

Rodger Boyle .................................................................................................................................................. Carson Family

Departed Loved Ones ....................................................................................................................... Shirley Langmaid "2"

Burns & Hazel Heath; Ray & Jeanie Locke; 

Ray Locke Jr.; Dave Locke and Hazen & Jerry Livingston ........................................ Roland & Betty Heath & Family

Dad/Grampa Boyle; Aunt Fran Chaloux; 

Aunt Regina & Uncle Carl Hubbard ............................................................................................ Sam, Kay, Matt, Dawn, 

Cole, Mark, Kim, Nic, Kira & Joshua

Clarence Hubbard; Rufus & Lottie Hubbard;

Wendall Tillotson; Ila Spaulding; Earl Tillotson;

Maude & Carl Ailes; Homer Ailes; Glenn & Martha; 

Kenneth & Bea  .......................................................................................................................................... Arlene Hubbard; 

Mike & Gloria Tillotson & Family

Guy & Arnold Hodges; Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Masure; 

Mr. & Mrs. Grant Hodges; Joseph Masure Jr.; 

Philip Masure; Weybourne Masure; Phyllis Mitchell; 

Jean Stewart; Arlene & George Swett; Ann Langmaid;

Judy Wheeler; Harriet Masure & Winona Masure ....................................................................................... Ann Hodges

Lorraine Legendre Desrochers .................................................................................................. Louise Legendre Lessard

Leonard & Pearl Gadapee; Reginald & Mabel Peck ........................................................... Arnold & Winona Gadapee

Raymond & Jeanie Locke Sr.; David Locke;

Ann Langmaid and all other beloved family & friends .................................................................. Raymond & Debrah

Sam, Blanche, Jim Daniels ................................................................................................................... The Daniels Family

Kenneth R. Blair .................................................................................................................................................... Alice Blair

Hap & Mary Dresser; Helena Carson;

Vernon & Luella Webster ................................................................................................................. Bub & Nancy Dresser

Rodger Boyle, Bill Stanton; Newell Somers ................................................................... North Danville Baptist Church

Rodger Boyle ........................................................................................................................................................ Pam Smith

Grampa Boyle & Great Aunt Fran ................................................................................................ Frank & Lindsey Boyle

Carl & Agnes (Dodge) Chickering;

A. Merton & Mabel (Kehler) Chickering;

Alice Chickering Crays; Carlton & Tessie Chickering;

Katherine Chickering Stepleton;

Leo & Margie (Cahoon) Chickering;

Rolfe & Grace (Cahoon) Chickering; and

Kenneth Chickering ............................................................................................ Carlton R. (Bob) & Phylliss Chickering

Doc "Bob" Dole .................................................................................................................................................. Martha Dole

Beulah & Joe Couture; Johnny Joyce ......................................................................... Ray and Leah LaBounty & Family

Ann Langmaid; Raymond Locke Jr.; 

Raymond Sr. & Jeanie Locke and David Locke ............................................................... Phyllis Locke & Dale Kendall

Raymond Locke, Jr.; Raymond & Jeanie Locke;

Ann Langmaid .................................................................................................................................................... Janet Locke

Ann Langmaid ........................................................................................................................................... Sister Jean & Bill 

Ann Langmaid; Dot Walsh; Alan & Natalie Amadon;

Robert & Hazel Hill; Joan Davis and Bob Hill ........................................................... Scott & Laurie Langmaid & boys

Wayne R. Bassett ............................................................................................................................. Mother - Grace J. Astle

Edward Bird ........................................................................................................................................................... Janet Bird

Edward Bird; Everett & Arlene Peck; Walter Peck;

Paul & Elsie Joyce .................................................................................................................. Jerry, Debbie Peck & Family

Percy & Gladys Rowell; Emile & Dot Berard;

Marion Murray; Helena Carson; Rodger Boyle ................................................................................ Billy & Sue Murray

George & Margaret Pollard; Roger Pollard;

and Marian Ward ................................................................................................................................... Constance Dimock

David Locke; Rodger Boyle .......................................................................................................... Cecil & Theda Williams

Carolyn Hafner Sullivan and Amos Hafner ............................................................................................. Ginny Sullivan

Dave Dellinger; Leonard Freed; Ruth Freed;

Michele Byrd; Ray and Benjamin Sundance;

Chris McDonough; Frances & Everett Tucker ............................................................. Cathy Dellinger & Mark Tucker

Bill & Beverly Jenks ................................................................................... Susan, Bonnie, Jim, Ginny and their families

Bob & Barbara Roberts .............................................................................. Susan, Bonnie, Jim, Ginny and their families

Paul & Peggy Hamilton ............................................................................ Susan, Bonnie, Jim, Ginny and their families

Marion Morse ............................................................................................. Susan, Bonnie, Jim, Ginny and their families

Reg and Fran Lamothe .............................................................................. Susan, Bonnie, Jim, Ginny and their families

Jim and Sue Flanders ................................................................................ Susan, Bonnie, Jim, Ginny and their families

Neighbors & Friends ......................................................................................................................... Ken & Cheryl Linsley

Percy & Ruth Arling; Ken Pettigrew and 

Roger & Priscilla Anderson ........................................................................................................ Matt & Marcia Pettigrew

Gary Eynon ........................................................................................................................................................... His family

Leorenzo Noel ................................................................................................................................................ Wife & Family

Mary G. H. & Frederic S. Hoffer Jr. .................................................................................... Terry, Kathy, Emily & Helon

Darwin LaCross ................................................................................................................................................... Sheila Otis

Rodger Boyle ............................................................................................................................................... Sid & Kris Boyle

Fran L. Chaloux ................................................................................................................................................ Betty A. May

Darwin LaCross ...................................................................................................................................... Ann & Larry Filby

Fran Lamothe-Chaloux ........................................................................................................................ Her Red Hat Sisters

Henry & Persis McReynolds; Earl McReynolds;

Eliza Hall and Hubert Sloan ............................................................................................................................ Russ & Judy

Dale N. & Marion Wallace ...................................................................................................... Sue & Chuck Longchamps 

1990  Nate Morrill ......................................................................................................... North Danville Community Club

1991 Reg Smith ............................................................................................................. North Danville Community Club

1992 Ruth Cousins ....................................................................................................... North Danville Community Club

1993  Arlene Swett ........................................................................................................ North Danville Community Club

1994 George & Barbara Randall ........................................................................... North Danville Community Club

1995 Mike Guertin ....................................................................................................... North Danville Community Club

1996 Howard Byron .................................................................................................... North Danville Community Club

1997 Pearl Gadapee ..................................................................................................... North Danville Community Club

1998 Beverly Hamilton Jenks ..................................................................................... North Danville Community Club

1999 Laine Vance ......................................................................................................... North Danville Community Club

2000 Dorothy "Dot" Gilfillan ...................................................................................... North Danville Community Club

2001 Ann Langmaid .................................................................................................... North Danville Community Club

2002 Diana Couture ..................................................................................................... North Danville Community Club

2003 Melvin "Doc" McFarland ................................................................................... North Danville Community Club

2004 Alice Couture ...................................................................................................... North Danville Community Club

2005 Helena Carson ..................................................................................................... North Danville Community Club

2006 Ruth Bailey .......................................................................................................... North Danville Community Club

2007 Rodger Boyle ....................................................................................................... North Danville Community Club
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(802) 748-1912
Downtown, St. Johnsbury, VT

atTh
e Frame Shop

SPRINGTIME IN NEW ENGLAND

by WILL MOSES

Will Moses, Norman Rockwell,
Warren Kimble, Robert Duncan

and other artist’s prints
available to order.

FREE ESTIMATES

Dry mounting laminating & stretching

Over 1000 wood and metal moldings

Creative design solutions

Join us for our annual

Slidewalk Sale
Jan. 17, 18, 19 + 21st

THANK YOU
for your patronage. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR
from Karen and the staff.

Fun and Innovative Toys.

443 Railroad Street, Ste. 3 * St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

802-748-2975

MAGNUS & ASSOCIATES

TAX PLANNING

&

PREPARATION

459 Portland St., St. Johnsbury, VT

(802) 748-5555

Gilmore Somers - Gentle

Giant of Mosquitoville
(Continued from Page 1)

Somers still speaks with rev-

erence about Principal Hoxie.

“He was a great judge of charac-

ter.” (In 9th grade Somers was

6’4”.)  “In my first year he put

me in as center on the basketball

team. I had never played much,

but I controlled that post until I

graduated. I could out-jump any-

one. In my last year, the team

was Norman and Paul Stoddard,

Glendon Randall, Hazen

Livingston, Herman Clark,

Clifton Kinerson, Francis Lackie

and myself. We ended the season

with a 9 and 3 record, and we

were going to the state tourna-

ment in Barre.” On the eve of the

tournament, Somers came down

with scarlet fever and was even-

tually out of school for 60 days.

Somers says, “The team talked

about what to do about the tour-

nament, and finally, because I

couldn’t play, they voted to with-

draw. That was the end of the

season.”

Somers graduated from the

Academy in 1936, but more than

70 years later he still looks for-

ward to its reunions. “Mr. Hoxie

always said that of all the schools

he taught at, Peacham Academy,

that is the teachers and kids,

were the best he ever knew. It’s a

shame the school was closed.”

[Peacham Academy was estab-

lished as the Caledonia County

Grammar School and closed for

good in 1971.]

After graduation, Somers fol-

lowed his brother to Worcester,

MA and with a job in a plumbing

supply business earned a reputa-

tion as a rugged and reliable

worker. After carrying 125-

pound oxygen and 225-pound

acetylene bottles for welders, he

was reassigned to the machine

shop and a drill press. His ease in

reading blueprints led to an offer

to be shop superintendent, but

Somers says, “I realized I could-

n’t work inside all day, and two

weeks later I was back on the

farm in Peacham.”

In the winters of ’38 and ’39

Somers worked on the town road

crew with Herman Douglas.

Peacham had a 40 Cletrac

crawler with hydraulic wings for

a snowplow. Somers says, “I ran

that plow every winter as long as

Herman Douglas was road com-

missioner. It took about seven

hours to plow the seven mile

loop around Green Bay. There

was one storm I remember when

the wind blew and it drifted.

There was me and a helper on the

plow and 12 men shoveling in

front of us. The wind was in the

west, and there were 20-foot

drifts. I was on that plow for 52

hours. That night we were up on

East Hill at 11 o’clock. Herm

told me to take his car and go

home. He called at 7 the next

morning and asked me to come

back. I was at it again for 36

more hours. I think it was the

winter of ’39. There was more

wind then.”

Somers was a boxer. “I’d

fight at the fairs. They were

three-round fights, and you’d get

15 percent of the gate receipts.”

In 1942 he fought his way to the

title of New Hampshire heavy-

weight champion, and at 189

pounds he squared off in an epic

fight against Tiger Bromley for

the state championship in

Vermont. “The fight was in the

Auditorium in Burlington,”

Somers says. “I had cut wood all

day, and I drove over there in the

fog. I lost in a [referee’s] deci-

sion. If I’d had another couple of

rounds, I would have had him.

Those days were something. I

fought right up until the War

started.”

In 1946 Somers married a

bright and beautiful woman from

Barre, and after moving to this

house outside of Mosquitoville

in 1952, Gilmore and Ginny

Somers raised six children. They

were three boys and three girls:

Marcy, Mallory, Gilmore Jr.,

Carrie, Lee and Jeffrey. 

By then Somers was in the

logging business. With the first

diesel log truck in the area with a

hydraulic loader on it, his work

expanded. “With the old two-ton

truck with dollies I could pull 8½

cords. With that diesel I could

haul 10½ cords. I bought wood

lots and cut off the timber, or I

bought logs from farmers. At one

point I had 18 men, two with

horses and seven with bulldoz-

ers. I drawed off an awful lot of

wood to mills in Danville,

Groveton, Berlin, Shelburne and

Stowe. I even sold logs in

Canada, but I guess most of it

went to Newman’s in

Woodsville. That’s where Wal-

Mart is going up now. 

“My men always put the logs

in piles with the pulp separate

from saw logs. I’d have every-

thing cleaned up by Friday night.

That was payday. It was nothing

fancy. My checks just said

Gilmore Somers. 

“We cut everything down to

8-inches in diameter, and we’d

always keep the job squared

away. They don’t always do it

like that now.

“I did that until I quit in

1973.”

So Gilmore Somers retired,

in a manner of speaking, but he

served the town as road commis-

sioner for three more years, and

he likes to say, “I’ve been busy

most of my life.”

With his wife of 61 years,

Ginny, Gilmore Somers finds

pleasure in the activities of their

expanding family. There are 17

grandchildren and eight great-

grandchildren. “We’ve always

had fun,” Ginny says. “There

were times that we just got by,

but we listened to the kids, and

they learned to entertain them-

selves. I don’t want anyone to

think that we thought we were

perfect about all this, but we sure

had good times. We’re just on the

walk trying to go straight.”

Ginny is 84. She says, “I

liked the old days. They were so

nice. I still cook in my wood-

stove, and I don’t have a

microwave.” Her eyes sparkle

with her laughter. “Buttons and

me don’t get along.”

One other constant through

the years is Somers and deer

hunting. “I started hunting my

junior year in high school, and I

got a deer just about every year

since - except four or five years

when I couldn’t.” Somers has a

wall in his barn where antlers

hang in rows that practically

cover the wall. “Everyone of ‘em

has a story,” he says. “The one I

got this year up on the hill behind

the house was eight points - 170

pounds and a half.”

He leans against the barn

door frame, lame now from a

lifetime of physical exercise, and

he looks off up the hill. This is

his place, and you can almost

imagine him remembering high-

lights and wonderful days from 

(See Gilmore on Next Page)

Photo By: North Star Monthly

Gilmore Somers lives with his wife of  61 years, Ginny, on the out-

skirts of Mosquitoville in Barnet.
““WWee’’rree  jjuusstt  oonn  tthhee

wwaallkk  ttrryyiinngg  ttoo  ggoo

ssttrraaiigghhtt..””

--  GGiinnnnyy  SSoommeerrss
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“Snow in the Hills” by Will Moses

Our Health Centers May Be Able to Help

Our offices offer discounts on many of the most common prescription drugs. This

discount is available to all our patients. In addition, for those with limited

incomes, we apply an additional discount if you qualify for our sliding fee program.

For more information, call for an appointment.

Concord Health Center (802) 695-2512

Sarah Berrian, MD (Pediatric, Adult and Obstetrical Care)

Mary Ready, MD (Family Medicine and Obstetrical Care)

Susan Taney, Nurse Practitioner (Adult Care)

Donna Ransmeier, Behavioral Health Counseling

Danville Health Center (802) 684-2275

Tim Tanner, MD (Pediatric and Adult Care)

Sharon Fine, MD (Pediatric and Adult Care)

Mariel Hess, Nurse Practitioner (Pediatric and Adult Care)

Caledonia Internal Medicine (802) 748-5174

Frank Meierdiercks, MD (Internal Medicine)

Thomas Ziobrowski, MD (Internal Medicine)

Elaine Robinson, Nurse Practitioner

Betsy Fowler, Behavioral Health Counseling

St. Johnsbury Family Health Center (802) 748-5041

Dana Kraus, MD (Family Medicine and Obstetrical Care)

John Ajamie, MD (Family Medicine)

Cathleen Besch, Nurse Practitioner

Carey Brodzinski, Nurse Practitioner

Betsy Fowler, Behavioral Health Counseling

These Health Centers are units of 

Northern Counties Health Care, Inc. -  established in 1976 

to bring health services to those in need in the Northeast Kingdom.

AArree  YYoouu  HHaavviinngg  TTrroouubbllee  AAffffoorrddiinngg  

tthhee  PPrreessccrriippttiioonn  DDrruuggss  YYoouu  NNeeeedd??

(Continued from Page 8)

more than 70 years in these woods.

Gilmore Somers says, “I’ve always thought if you do what you

like, you’ll do it well. But if you’re going to do it in Vermont you have

to like four seasons. In the end, if you like it you’ll probably excel in

it.” 

Somers says, “I turned 90 on July 8, and the next year’s about half

gone.” 

Perhaps thinking about some day now gone, he laughs about his

own contentment. “Don’t I wish I felt as good now as I did then.” He

slides the door to his barn closed with the strength of a much younger

man and with many years of familiarity. He smiles. “You just have to

be thankful for what you have.” 

It is cold, and the snow is falling harder now. Somers pulls off his

glove to shake hands again. His eyes are steady, and his grip is firm.

If this were a test of a man’s character, I’d given him the highest

grade. I’m certain he’s not faking it.

Gilmore Somers

D
ick and I have just finished

reading a Spenser novel by

Robert Parker.  Parker writes a

lean prose, developing his plots

through dialogue.  Spenser is an

ex-boxer, tough but tender-heart-

ed.  He is politically correct to

the nth degree.

Spenser had an African-

American buddy, also tough.

They workout at a gym, trade

insults and protect each other’s

back when the going gets rough.

In his latest novel, Parker intro-

duces Chollo, a Mexican-

American, whose repartee and

Spanish insults show, again, how

politically correct Spenser is.

Along with conversations

with these interesting characters,

Spenser makes understanding

comments to the woman in his

life. She is an intellectual, a

shrink, who graduated from an

Ivy League school. Susan and

Spenser are an item, but they do

not live together. (They tried that

experiment once, but it didn’t

work.)  Toward the end of

Parker’s latest book, they con-

template marriage.  Don’t worry,

folks.  They are just discussing

the merger.

Spenser is politically correct

when it comes to eating, too.

Spenser and Susan live in a big

city (Boston, I believe, or is it

Cambridge?) and there are plen-

ty of hostelries and take-out

places. Surely I don’t need to tell

you that Susan does no cooking.

She hardly does any eating,

either.  In all Parker’s books I’ve

read, I don’t remember Susan

tucking into all the good food

Spenser describes as he scarfs it

down.  The most she eats is a

stray lettuce leaf or, in this book,

a small cube of pork, which she

cuts in two and takes a half hour

to get a single piece into her

mouth.  In most cases, shrink or

not, we’d be talking anorexia

here.

The pair gets through a lot of

booze, Susan mostly high-priced

wines, Spenser equally pricey

hard liquor on the rocks—as

does his Afro-American friend.

A few chapters of this and one

wonders how they manage to

stay upright, to say nothing of

solving a crime.  But we’re not

talking real life here.

Eventually justice, of a kind,

prevails and Spenser and Susan

relax, getting ready for the next

episode.

Dick and I read a lot of what

the Germans call criminal

romans, all the way from Rex

Stout to Parker’s contributions to

the genre.  Old or new, most are

dated.  Rex Stout’s Nero Wolfe,

with his cook and Archie, his

secretary (who types!), is a

woman hater.  Women, in Stout’s

books, are either victims or mur-

derers.  Archie is suitably gallant

and quiet about any romantic

interests he has.  In the end,

Wolfe solves the murder, and the

killer is turned over to the police.  

The food, in these mysteries,

is wonderful.  When Wolfe and

his cook put their heads together

and Stout describes the results,

what is a poor plain cook to do

but throw up her hands in

despair.  She could never com-

pete—even if she had a clue to

the exotic dishes.

The heroines (and that word

is not P.C.) in the 20th century

books do not cook.  Stephanie

Plum, in Janet Evanovich’s hilar-

ious novels, goes home to moth-

er for potroast and chocolate

cake.  The most she can find to

feed her hamster are single

grapes and cold stale cereal bits.

Her diet is a steady stream of

high cholesterol doughnuts and

fast-food takeouts.  I won’t go

into her romantic life, but you

can bet it is politically correct

and uncommitted.

The female detective in the

“A is for . . . ” series, has a neigh-

bor (male) who dishes up the

food when she doesn’t go out to

eat.  If I remember correctly, her

refrigerator holds stale cheese,

moldy lettuce and little else.

Another thing these P.C.

heroines have in common

besides not cooking is their dis-

like of guns and violence.  Plum,

a bail-bond skip tracer, keeps her

gun, unloaded, in her cookie jar.

It is always back in her apart-

ment when she needs it.  It is

amazing the mayhem and disas-

ter these gals create in spite of

their anti-violence attitudes.

I contrast these 21st century

heroines with those of years past.

I read Angela Thirkell’s books,

especially those set in the period

before and during World War II,

and find them a great escape.

Her heroines do not have to

cook—because they or their fam-

ilies have someone else to do the

dirty work. They do have the tri-

als and frustrations that come

from dealing with that someone.

Except for a few of Thirkell’s

hardier women who can quell the

butler with a glance, the servants

usually call the shots and decide

whether tea will be served out-

doors (too much work) or inside

(much nicer and much less

work).

In  the older novels, most of

the women, even those with

modest incomes, do no cooking.

Jane Austen’s heroines, although

not wealthy, do not slave over a

hot stove, although Elizabeth

Bennett’s friend, who marries

Mr. Collins, “helps with the

pies.”  Jane Eyre may have a

hard time of it, but her meals are

served on a regular basis. 

So much for cooking.

Political correctness, as far as

race and sex are concerned, does

not raise its head in these books.

Authors did not worry about

their “little women” being equal.

They were more than equal, far

ahead and way above the wood-

en heroes who pursued them.

Conversations in these novels

may be diverting in a certain

sense (Did anyone ever talk like

that, one wonders in Jane Eyre)

but compare unfavorably to

Spenser and Susan’s witty and

oh-so-understanding pillow talk.

Authors of the older novels never

felt they had to drag in ethnic

groups for any other reason than

to provide light relief with an

Irish accent.

In a family newspaper, I

won’t go into other aspects of

21st-century novels. (I do find

that clinical descriptions, repeat-

ed at regular intervals, get bor-

ing.)

UUpp  oonn  tthhee  FFaarrmm  EEaarrllyy

Lorna Quimby

SSppeennsseerr  iiss  

ppoolliittiiccaallllyy  ccoorrrreecctt

ttoo  tthhee  nntthh  ddeeggrreeee..

Peacham 

Library

Monday, Wednesday,

Friday and Saturday

10 a.m. - Noon

Tuesday and Thursday

1 - 7 p.m.
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(Continued from Page 1)

been the more logical route, but

the detour over the walkway to

the Reed Block and down two

flights of outside stairs was sure

to find another boy ready to head

to Arlington School, half a mile

away.

Mill Street leaves the north

end of Railroad Street, slopes

down to the railroad tracks, runs

north, paralleling Railroad Street

and the tracks for about 100 yards

until it intercepts the western end

of Concord Avenue.   Its short

length provided more than

enough activity to slow a boy’s

progress to classes. The large

gray Wirthmore Mill on the other

side of the tracks and the win-

dowless wall of the Purina Mill

formed an architectural canyon

that shaded both morning and

afternoon sun.  In the long days

of summer a baseball diamond

was scratched on the dirt road,

and pick-up games proceeded

with little interference from traf-

fic. The wall served as right field.

The Wirthmore Mill had a

railroad siding, and the Purina

Mill had a spur that left the CPR

and ran a few cars deep into its

bowels.  The St. J. & L. C.

shifters brought grain cars to and

from the mills, often diverting

and sometimes blocking our path.

Sometimes farmers came to the

Purina track to sweep out the

spilled grain in the emptied cars

for their animals.

As summer hires in high

school, a classmate and I tore out

several floors of the Wirthmore

Mill to prepare it as a retail outlet,

now Mayo’s.  As our work pro-

gressed higher and higher, we

looked down  from our precari-

ous perches to a more and more

ominous pile of splintered

boards, and we poked less and

less effectively with our crow-

bars.  Our boss, Mr. Stetson, sug-

gested that we seek more suitable

employment, which we gladly

did.

Near the Purina Offices, the

dam and hydroelectric station

beckoned, especially when there

was high water or ice floes were

moving on the river.

A little further on, Arthur

Hevey’s woodworking shop

whirred with saws, planes, join-

ers and other machinery.  The

noise often deserved a peek

through his dusty windows on the

way to school but invited a longer

stay on the way home. I visited

often enough that Mr. Hevey tol-

erated and ignored my presence

on the entryway platform.

Overhead, several shafts belted

one to another and to a single

electric motor somewhere

beneath the floor, turned idly

until engaged by a wooden lever

to power his machinery.  Viewed

day by day, progress on a piece of

furniture was like watching a

slow motion movie, ending in a

beautiful work of art - a table, a

crib or a cabinet, now, I suppose,

in somebody’s home.  There was

a big pot-belly stove, which

burned wood scraps to warm the

shop, a further attraction on win-

try days for a boy coming home

from school.

An abandoned meat market,

which stood just beyond Mr.

Hevey’s shop, was vandalized

enough to make it easily accessi-

ble.  Since old buildings are like-

ly to be a location for ghosts or

treasure or both, it invited our

exploration.  Unfortunately, no

ghosts or treasure were found.

On the other hand, either through

caution or luck, we didn’t get

locked in the big meat cooler.

Next, a stub of a street led

down to a vista on the river.  This

viewing opportunity required

passing the large open doorway

to the town’s sand shed, where,

older boys told us, there would be

vagrants or drunks sleeping on

the sand who would do terrible

things to us if awakened.

The sand shed was attached

to the St. Johnsbury Water

Department.  During warmer

weather, the double doors were

often open, allowing a view of

Mr. Gagetta’s “office” where

pipes and valves lay strewn

about.  Mr. Gagetta’s brain held a

map of everything underground

in the town.  When I worked as a

laborer on the gym at the trade

school, we drove several pilings

down into a source of putrid liq-

uid that bubbled up into my

trench. Though not on any print-

ed map, the source and the place

to shut it off was identified quick-

ly by Mr. Gagetta. The rest of the

task was left to me.   

There was a tan house with

brown trim at the corner of Mill

Street and Concord Avenue. An

older couple rocked on the porch.

On the other side, across the

tracks, Mr. Adelbert Smith’s

Chevrolet Garage kept war weary

vehicles alive.

Concord Avenue heads right

across the bridge, but in the other

direction it leads across the tracks

and US 5 to the steep and curvy

Sand Hill.  When new cars

became available after the War,

they were sometimes tested by

getting a running start to see if

they could make Sand Hill in

high gear.  One brand new Buick

stalled on the tracks and was

abandoned just before the south-

bound CPR demolished it.

Crossing the Concord Avenue

bridge gave another opportunity

to view the river and dam.

Beyond the bridge, at the bottom

of Pleasant Street, a few busi-

nesses brought services to the

community and interesting places

for a boy to stop. There was a

barbershop, a machine shop, a

gas station and Lowery’s Super

Market. The Lowery brothers and

and their employees always

seemed to have time to talk and

joke with a school kid.  On

Ground Hog Day, February 2,

butcher Charlie Prevost used to

screen the window with soap

leaving a peephole with the invi-

tation to “see the groundhog.”

The object inside, of course, was

pork sausage.

One time I got into a fight

beyond my ability when some

older boy made comments about

the full length “ladies” stockings

I had to wear in cooler weather

with the mandatory shorts. It was

grocery boy Bill Pearl who res-

We Walked to School from Hooker Hill

Along the Railroad Tracks

CCoonnccoorrdd  AAvveennuuee

hheeaaddss  aaccrroossss  tthhee

ttrraacckkss  aanndd  UUSS  55  ttoo

tthhee  sstteeeepp  aanndd

ccuurrvvyy  SSaanndd  HHiillll..

WWhheenn  nneeww  ccaarrss

bbeeccaammee  aavvaaiillaabbllee

aafftteerr  tthhee  WWaarr,,  tthheeyy

wweerree  ssoommeettiimmeess

tteesstteedd  bbyy  ggeettttiinngg  aa

rruunnnniinngg  ssttaarrtt  ttoo

sseeee  iiff  tthheeyy  ccoouulldd

mmaakkee  SSaanndd  HHiillll  iinn

hhiigghh  ggeeaarr..  
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418 Railroad Street, Suite 1     St. Johnsbury, VT    

(802) 748-4500

Warm up with our
January Boot SSALEALE

20%20% Off

All In-stock Boots

Brands include: Ariat, Ecco,

LaCanadienne, Red Wing and UGG
(Excludes previous purchases)

*ALSO, be sure to check out
our 40% off section.

cued me.

In the long garage at the head

of Elm Street two fellows built an

airplane, and that required my

attention.  A cardboard mockup

of a Piper Cub (and instruction

book) became my Christmas

wish and ultimately my favorite

toy.  I have no idea as to the suc-

cess or failure of those Wright

Brothers imitators on Elm Street.

After school on winter days,

the excellent sliding hill along-

side the steepest part of Pleasant

Street often caused my delay on

the walk home if a neighborhood

kid could be convinced to give up

his sled for a run or two.

Finally, if no one had come

along with me, I would stop to

drip my snowy boots on Mrs.

Johnson’s kitchen floor while I

waited for Richard so we could

dash the last few yards to the

school yard.

I walked to school through

8th grade (at North Hall) and St.

Johnsbury Academy.  My zig-zag

route made the distance about a

mile.  I carried my trombone, a

black workman’s dinner pail,

gym bag and my books.  The

style for carrying books passed

beyond the cluster held together

by an old belt and had not yet

reached the phase of the back-

pack or rolling suitcase.  We car-

ried a sturdy zipper notebook

stacked with several books and

carried it on the hip.  That usual-

ly meant that your fingers curled

around the stack of books to

grasp one of the other objects as

well.

Few students had their own

cars at the time.  One classmate

who came in from Barnet had an

unspoiled 1940 Ford. Another

had a big Packard from the 50’s

that could hold a dozen girls or

so, and often did. Some of the

upper classmen bought a 1932

Chevrolet sedan. They cut off its

top and fenders and painted the

remaining carcass red.  It looked

like a gaudy bathtub on wheels.

They often made a show of arriv-

ing at school, searching with milk

bottle binoculars for a couple of

passes, then swooping in with the

shouted warnings of “NO

BRAKES!” and finally putting a

senior or two over the side with a

rope hitched to the chassis to

bring the rig to a shuddering halt

after taking a couple of turns

around a campus tree. 

I had a brief chance to take

my father’s classy black Chrysler

to school when my parents went

to Florida. They left the first day

of spring vacation, and soon I

took to the road. Some friends

and I went skiing in Stowe for a

couple of days.  Then we went on

to Burlington to go dancing.  We

went to try out the new Pomalift

at Burke.  A buddy and I visited

girls we knew in Lyndonville.   I

courted a girl who lived in Sugar

Hill, and I took her driving all

around the White Mountains. 

When school resumed, I pre-

pared to drive and be a “big man

on campus,” but I looked at the

odometer and realized that I had

driven more than half the dis-

tance to Florida. Sure that my

father had recorded the mileage

before he left and that he would

check it when he returned, I got

cold feet, put the car in the garage

and walked to school. 

In 1963 I returned to the

Academy as a teacher, and I

found that more students had cars

than in my own student days. The

clay tennis courts at Brantview

were removed to make way for a

parking lot. The south end of

Main Street saw more traffic as

students sought parking or turned

around there to make one more

tour of the town before classes.

Town kids seemed to share rides

to a large extent so probably

more students rode than walked.

In the winter of ’68-’69 we

had a snowstorm that totaled 39

inches.  School was not closed. I

snowshoed from my Joe’s Brook

home, over the hill to Passumpsic

and hitched a ride on a Kilfasset

milk truck.  I arrived on time.   

The student population,

forced to walk, was depleted,

especially among the senior

class. As mandated by Academy

protocol, Sarge Morrison called

the parents of each missing stu-

dent but found that most of the

missing had  left home and

should be at school.  

I remember Guidance

Director Frank Ryan saying, “I

have an idea.” He left and

returned about a half hour later.

“Well?” we inquired.  

Ryan said, “It’s amazing how

many students struggled in from

Portland Street and Arlington and

collapsed right in front of

Perkin’s Restaurant.”

In grades K through 8, St

Johnsbury village has about 700

students and about 336 school

bus riders. Another 273, are driv-

en to school and dropped off. The

school system generally does not

provide transportation for stu-

dents in grades 5 through 8 who

live within a mile of the school.  

There are about 84 students

who actually walk to school.

They should think of it as an

experience they will be glad to

remember someday.  

St. Johnsbury

Athenaeum

Mon. & Wed.

10 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Tues., Thurs., & Fri.

10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Sat.

9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Free Wireless Internet

Available
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Poetry

by

Don Tescher

Without Further Ado

Don Tescher’s popular collection of poetry will

warm your heart and tickle your funny bone. Don

writes with a passion for villages and small towns. In

his tenth decade his work continues to put bright light

where before there was patchy fog.

A staple in the pages of The North Star Monthly since

1988, Don’s poetry will satisfy your search for light on

the water, children laughing on the lawn and an occa-

sional outrageous adventure.

Reprinted and available again, Without Further Ado

is available at the Pope Library in Danville, the

Brainerd Library in North Danville, the Cobleigh

Library in Lyndonville and the Athenaeum in St.

Johnsbury.

Tune in for

High School Games 

live on WSTJ.

PO Box 249  St. Johnsbury, VT 05819  (802) 748-2345

LITTLE MOLITTLE MO VERVER
LLooccaall  &&  RReeggiioonnaall

aanndd  

CCoonnttrraacctt  TTrruucckkiinngg

Since 1967

KAP Enterprises, LLC

838 Keyser Hill Road

St. Johnsbury, VT

((880022))  774488--99111122      oorr      cceellll  ((880022))  779933--77998866

Jphelps@kingcon.com

USDOT 458292

West Danville 

United Methodist

Church

20082008
Ring out the darkness of

the land; Ring in the Christ

that is to be.

“In Memoriam”

by Alfred Lord Tennyson

Overlooking Joe’s Pond

Sunday Worship Service

9:30

God’s Children of All Ages

Welcome

Rev. Gerry Piper

(802) 684-9804

TERRY HOFFER

Witold Rybczynski writes

about land use planning and

architecture for The New York

Times, The Atlantic and The New

Yorker. Last summer his book,

Last Harvest - How a Cornfield

Became New Daleville, detailed

the transformation of 90-acres of

farmland west of Philadelphia

into a brand new residential

development. 

Rybczynski’s vision is that in

places like Londonderry, PA,

founded in 1734, the old-guard

farmers make up but ten percent

of the small town population.

However, their open farmland is

in many ways the appeal that

attracts developers, landowners

and visitors who arrive and then

want no more development.

Pennsylvania farmers,

Rybczynski says, are free mar-

keters when it comes to property

rights. They prefer no develop-

ment, but if it is to happen, they

want the option of selling their

land. That transaction is often

described as “the last harvest.”

The last harvest happens in

Vermont, too, but in the Green

Mountains we see it as the har-

vest of forests as well as open

pastures.

The vast majority of Vermont

forestland is in private owner-

ship. According to the Vermont

Land Trust, more than 80 percent

of it is privately owned. Those

woods are home to all manner of

wildlife from the big moose and

white-tailed deer down to the

less conspicuous coyotes and

fisher. No matter how you look

at it they are fascinating ecosys-

tems, and for many it’s very

much what makes Vermont

Vermont.

Many come to Vermont to

see her forestland, and they fall

in love. They fall in love with the

landscape, but if they aren’t care-

ful there is the chance they will

love it to death.

Wil Merck is the managing

member of the group of private

investors that forms the Essex

Timber Company. It was the

Essex Timber Company that led

and ultimately leveraged the

acquisition of 132,803 forested,

Northeast Kingdom acres from

Champion International in 1999.

That transaction was described

by the Vermont Land Trust as

Vermont’s largest conservation

project - ever. 

Merck calls the infatuation

with Vermont’s landscape a para-

dox. “The quiet undeveloped

spaces are fewer and farther

between,” he says, “and people

come here and they live here

because of those things. The par-

adox is that the appeal leads to

diminishment.”

The purchase of the

Champion lands, involving fed-

eral, state and private partners,

resulted in a conservation project

that will protect the land while

allowing people to enjoy it.

Twenty-six thousand acres have

become part of the Silvio O.

Conte National Wildlife Refuge.

Twenty-two thousand acres are

now owned by the State of

Vermont as the West Mountain

Wildlife Management Area, and

eighty-four thousand acres are

controlled by Essex Timber

Company, which is dedicated to

preserving traditional public uses

and sustainable forestry.

Merck is also the president of

the Merck Family Fund based in

Ipswich, MA. The Fund has

embraced the purposes of restor-

ing and protecting the natural

environment and strengthening

the social fabric and physical

landscape of the urban commu-

nity. In 2006 the Fund provided

grants totaling $2.9 million to

projects across the United States

from Boston to San Francisco

and from Chicago to Charleston,

SC. The Merck family takes this

mission very seriously.

In 1991 Wil Merck pur-

chased the house and property

that form a spectacular setting

remembered as the Goss Farm in

Vermont Land Trust Photograph

On November 30, Wil Merck transferred ownership and created

conservation easements on 105 acres of property with 4,800 feet of

frontage on Keiser Pond to secure its future use for wildlife and

public recreation. On the town line between Peacham and Danville,

Keiser Pond has 33 acres and an aura that many compare to

remote ponds in northern Maine. 

Kellie Merrill, of the Vermont Water Quality Division of the

Department of Environmental Conservation and president of the

Passumpsic Valley Land Trust, says, “There are very few ponds in

Vermont where you don’t feel like you’re in someone’s backyard.

Now Keiser Pond is there for everyone. You don’t need to have a

camp there. We all own it together.”

Keiser Pond Shoreline

Protected for Wildlife

And Public Recreation

II  lliikkee  ttoo  tthhiinnkk  tthhaatt

iinn  aa  hhuunnddrreedd  yyeeaarrss

iitt  wwiillll  llooookk  mmuucchh

tthhee  ssaammee,,  aanndd  iitt

wwiillll  ssttiillll  bbee  aa

ppeeaacceeffuull  ppllaaccee  ttoo

ppuutt  iinn  aa  ccaannooee..””

--  WWiill  MMeerrcckk
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The

Creamery
Restaurant

Dinner

Tues.-Sat. 5:00-closing

Pub

Opens at 4:00

(802) 684-3616

Closed Sundays & Mondays

Happy 

New Year

from everyone at  

The Creamery

Danville United Methodist Church

“The biggest little church on the Green”

Sunday Worship
and Fellowship 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School During Worship Service

Rev. Henry E. Cheney
684-3389 office

"The Bible in 90-Days" study group meets on  

Wednesdays at 7 pm.   

New members  are welcome.  In January we will

be starting in Job.  

Phone Rev. Cheney for details.

TTrreeaassuurree  CChheesstt  CCrraaffttss
HHaanndd  CCrraafftteedd  iinn  VVeerrmmoonntt

Ken & Cheryl Mundinger

451 Peacham Road, Danville, VT  05828

(802) 684-2569         KKM4807@aol.com

NORTHERN PETROLEUM CO.
189 RAILROAD ST. - ST. JOHNSBURY, VT 05819   (802) 748-8934 OR 1(800) 222-9276

HAPPY NEW YEAR

and Consider Buying a 

Carbon Monoxide Detector 

for You and Your Family!

Carbon Monoxide is an 

odorless, tasteless, invisible gas. 

It is the result of the incomplete 

combustion of fossil fuels, such 

as wood, oil, propane gas, 

kerosene and so forth. 

Low levels of carbon monoxide 

poisoning cause symptoms 

similar to those of the flu or a cold. 

Northern Petroleum Co. offers 

carbon monoxide detectors and 

smoke alarms for sale. 

Purchase a detector or alarm and 

have a Happy, Safe and 

Healthy New Year.

189 Railroad Street

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 

K
E

I S E R P O N D

New VT F&W acquisition: 39.1 acres

New VLT Easement: 65 acres Pre-existing VT F&W land: 24 acres Scale: 1:8,000

Peacham. The house has a won-

derful view to the north into

Canada sweeping east into New

Hampshire. Closer up the view

looks down over Keiser Pond

between Peacham and Danville. 

Kidney-shaped Keiser Pond

covers 33-acres and is easily

accessible from West Danville or

the Danville Green through

Harveys Hollow. Keiser Pond

has a boat ramp and public

access on 24-acres of land

owned for years by the Vermont

Department of Fish & Wildlife.

The pond has a mean depth of

only six feet and fishing is there-

by limited, but with the popular-

ity of waterfront property evi-

denced by continuing develop-

ment on Joe’s Pond and Harvey’s

Lake it has retained an aura that

many compare to lakes and

ponds in northern Maine.

From the boat access there

are no visible signs of develop-

ment, and the few marks of

humankind have not interfered

with an annual population of

wood ducks and the appearance

of loon chicks in 2005 and 2007. 

According to Tracy Zschau

of the Vermont Land Trust,

Keiser Pond hosts four rare

aquatic plants documented by

the state’s nongame and natural

heritage program: blunt leaf

pondweed, slender pondweed,

lesser bur-reed and matted

spikerush. According to ecolo-

gist Art Gilman, Keiser Pond has

one of the most diverse popula-

tions of pondweeds in the state.

On November 30, Merck

transferred ownership of 39.1

acres with 3,900 feet of frontage

on Keiser Pond to the

Department of Fish & Wildlife

with a conservation easement to

be co-held by the Vermont Land

Trust and the Vermont Housing

and Conservation Board limiting

use of the property to wildlife

and public recreation. At the

same time Merck transferred a

similar conservation easement

on another 65-acres with 900

feet of pond frontage to the

Vermont Land Trust.

Moving this land from pri-

vate ownership to the state and

organizations like the Vermont

Land Trust will protect Keiser

Pond from the last harvest.

Zschau says, further, that the

agreement with the towns

includes a schedule of payments

in lieu of taxes, thereby offset-

ting the towns’ impact associated

with a loss of property in taxable

ownership.

“It’s clear that sprawl is hap-

pening,” Merck says, “and it’s

pretty unusual to have a pond

that size practically undevel-

oped. It’s such a peaceful place

to put in a canoe.” Merck is

familiar with land conservation

efforts in other parts of the coun-

try, and he is quick to salute the

groups involved with his efforts

to protect Keiser Pond.

“Vermont has reliable protectors.

In my experience you don’t

always find land conservation

institutions with the savvy and

staying power of the Vermont

Land Trust and the Passumpsic

Valley Land Trust [which

secured $50,000 of the transac-

tion financing].”

Merck says, “The quiet and

undeveloped spaces in the coun-

try are harder to find. I like to

think [referring to the threat of

global warming] that if palm

trees haven’t taken over the

Keiser Pond shoreline, in a hun-

dred years it will look much the

same, and it will still be a peace-

ful place to put in a canoe.”

Kellie Merrill is employed by

the Vermont Water Quality

Division of the Department of

Environmental Conservation,

and she is president of the

Passumpsic Valley Land Trust.

Merrill says, “There are very few

ponds in Vermont where you

don’t feel like you’re in some-

one’s backyard. Now Keiser

Pond is there for everyone. You

don’t need to have a camp there.

We all own it together.”

Cold !

After the snowfall, when each soft flake muffles sound,

comes the dry and noisy rattle of sleet on dead leaves.

A sibilant hiss as icy crystals, sifting and blowing off rooftops,

fall on swept sidewalks, drifting there like sand.

And then deep winter comes.

Snow creaks, crystals rasping under pressure of footfall.

Lake ice booms and cracks as it shifts and splits.

Dry, mysterious, alien sounds. 

Isobel P. Swartz
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January
1 Tony Trischka, Middle Earth

Music Hall, Bradford.

3-5Paul Zaloom and “The

Mother of All Enemies,”

Flynn Center, Burlington.

4 Cheryl Wheeler, Middle

Earth Music Hall, Bradford.

4-10 Margot at the Wedding

(2007 U.S.) [R] Director:

Noah Baumbach. Nicole

Kidman leaves Manhattan to

attend the wedding of her

teacher sister, at the run-

down family home in the

Hamptons.  She hasn’t seen

her sister in years and she

disapproves of her choice of

an unemployed slob as a

husband. She disapproves of

anything just to see how far

she can push family and

friends in the name of affec-

tion. Now she has a secret:

she’s thinking of leaving her

husband and son to start a

new life. Catamount Arts, St.

Johnsbury. (802) 748-2600.

5 La Bottine Souriante and Le

Vent du Nord, Flynn Center,

Burlington.

10 Old School Freight Train

and Carolina Chocolate

Drops, Hopkins Center,

Hanover, NH.

11 Lamb’s Bread, Middle Earth

Music Hall, Bradford.

11 Company Ea Sola with

Drought and Rain, Hopkins

Center, Hanover, NH.

11 Carolina Chocolate Drops,

Flynn Center, Burlington.

11 Golden Dragon Acrobats of

China, Flynn Center,

Burlington.

11-17 Lars and the Real Girl

(2007 U.S.) [PG-13]

Director: Craig Gillespie. An

offbeat lyrical fable, a heart-

felt comedy this is the story

of Lars Lindstrom, a love-

able introvert whose emo-

tional baggage has kept him

from fully embracing life.

Finally, Lars invites Bianca,

a friend he met on the

Internet to visit him.  Bianca

is a life-sized doll, not a real

person and the family doctor

who explains it as a delusion

and that they should all go

along with it.  Catamount

Arts.

12 Sharon Isbin, classical gui-

tar, Hopkins Center,

Hanover, NH.

12 Chris Kleeman, Middle

Earth Music Hall, Bradford.

18-24 Bella (2006 U.S.)  [PG-

13] Director: Alejandro

Gomez Monteverde. The

story of two young people

who fall in love because of

an unborn child and it’s a

heart-tugger with the confi-

dence not to tug too hard. Its

undeniable touch of humani-

ty melts all feelings of isola-

tion and aloneness.

Catamount Arts.

18&19 Savion Glover, Live at

the Hop, Hopkins Center,

Hanover, NH.

19 Jason Moran & The

Bandwagon, Flynn Center,

Burlington.

21 Ani Difranco, Capitol

Center, Concord, NH.

23 Momix presents “Lunar

Sea,” Flynn Center,

Burlington.

24 Jason Moran and the

Bandwagon, Hopkins

Center, Hanover, NH.

25 Richard Thompson, “1,000

Years of Popular Music,”

Flynn Center, Burlington.

25-31 Before the Devil Knows

You’re Dead (2007 U.S.) [R]

Director: Sidney Lumet. An

overextended broker lures

his younger brother into a

larcenous scheme: the pair

will knock over a suburban

mom-and-pop jewelry store

that appears to be a quintes-

sentially easy target. The

store owners are the parents

of the perpetrators and, when

the seemingly perfect crime

goes awry, the damage

comes home.  Catamount

Arts.

29 Urban Bush Women &

Compagnie Jant-Bi, Flynn

Center, Burlington.

29 Richard Thompson with

1000 Years of Popular

Music, Hopkins Center,

Hanover, NH.

tthhee

AARRTTSS aarroouunndd

REID & BALIVET
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

ERNEST TOBIAS BALIVET

JUDITH A. SALAMANDRA CORSO

DANVILLE GREEN � DANVILLE, VT � (802) 684-3666

Richard P. Barrett Insurance Agency

309 Portland Street, Suite 102

St. Johnsbury, Vermont 05819

(802) 748-5224

Bringing Art to the Northeast Kingdom 

WWW. CatamountArts.org                      (802) 748-2600

Radon is a naturally occurring

gas formed by the radioactive

decay of uranium in rocks in the

earth.  Its movement upward

through the soil is unpredictable,

so that two adjacent buildings

may have very different levels of

radon. The gas may enter one

building through foundation

cracks, drawn up by slight nega-

tive pressure from within the

structure, a process that occurs

more rapidly during the heating

season. An adjacent structure

may have fewer opportunities for

the gas to enter. One cannot

assume that one home test result

will be the same as those of its

neighbors.  

Radon is odorless, colorless

and tasteless so that it is impossi-

ble to detect without testing.

There are several reasons to

test a home for radon. Among

non-smokers radon gas is the

leading cause of lung cancer in

the United States. Fifteen to 22

thousand lung cancer deaths per

year are directly attributable to

radon exposure. 

Another reason to test is for

real estate transactions. Many

homebuyers will request that a

radon test be done during the

home inspection.  This is just one

more thing to add to the stressful

issues surrounding a home sale. If

you test before you plan to sell

your home you can file away the

results for the time when they will

be useful and take care of any

problems that may be shown to

exist. The Museum has a list of

qualified radon mitigation con-

tractors who can give advice

about correcting problems associ-

ated with high radon levels.

Testing is simple. It takes

about three months followed by

one to three weeks during which

the kit is analyzed at a lab.  An

official letter containing the con-

fidential result is then sent to the

home owner or apartment dweller

performing the test.  

For the past 13 years the

Fairbanks Museum has had

grants from the U. S.

Environmental Protection

Agency through the Vermont

Department of Health to encour-

age Vermont residents to test their

homes and places of work for

radon.  The test can be done free

of cost by means of a test kit from

the Museum. 

The kits, which cost $25 if

purchased at a hardware store, are

termed long term tests. They are

used over a period of at least three

months, preferably during the

heating season, when the home is

fairly closed up. Short term tests

(48 hours) are available at hard-

ware stores, but the Museum does

not carry them.

Kits may be acquired by using

the form on the web site: fair-

banksmuseum.org/education_rad

on.cfm or by calling Patricia

Swartz at the Museum (802) 748-

2372 ext. 105. You may also call

the Vermont Department of

Health (800) 439-8550. 

Don’t delay, test today.

January is Radon Awareness Month

How Does Radon Enter Your Home
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LET US HELP YOU ENJOY THE SNOW!

...everyone deserves to have as much fun outdoors as we do.

* Professional Service

& Equipment Repair

* Friendly, Helpful Service

Equipment, Clothing

& Accessories from:

Oakely � Scott � Giro

Karhu � Atomic � Alpina

Tubbs � Salomon � Fox

Solstice � Columbia

Trek � Garmont � Swix

Service & Tune-ups

that you will not find

anywhere else!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

(802) 626-3215

Rt. 114, East Burke, VT

skibike@charterinternet.com

www.eastburkesports.com

RENTALS

� Shaped Ski

Rentals - $20

� Telemark - $30

� X--Country - $18

� Demo Skis - $35

� Snowboards - $30

� Snowshoes - $18

Your Complete ATOMIC

FFiinnee  AAppppaarreell      HHoommee  DDeeccoorr

Located across from the Danville Green

..  

Hours:

Wednesday - Friday: 11 - 5

Saturday: 11 - 3

(802) 684-3305

15 Hill Street

PO Box 245

Danville, VT 05828

PAUL COSTELLO AND

SARAH WARING 

A couple of years ago the

Vermont Council on Rural

Development (VCRD) conducted

a community forum in a Vermont

hill town where a wise 14-year-old

took the floor and spoke with rivet-

ing precision.

“When I come into the cafete-

ria for lunch I know just where to

sit.  The hippy kids sit along one

wall, the rednecks in the back, kids

whose families have been in town

for six years or less on that side, the

rich kids from the hilltop on the

other.  And, I don’t talk to you,

because my dad doesn’t talk to

your dad.”  

He concluded in a way that gal-

vanized the meeting, “It’s time we

work together as one community.”

How do we get there?   How do

we get away form our separate cor-

ners and bring our communities -

all parts of our communities -

together to define their priorities

and future?

Over the last two years VCRD

has held public meetings with resi-

dents in 17 towns who want to look

at the big picture of their future and

line up together to address local

priorities. Towns throughout

Vermont are working to build a

vision, a brand that reflects their

sense of place and that will help

them retain and attract youth, entre-

preneurs and the creative business-

es that will allow them to succeed

in the economy of the future.

It’s challenging to work togeth-

er at the community level to build

consensus on the opportunities and

obstacles ahead and then set strate-

gic goals.  How much more diffi-

cult is it to do this at the statewide

level? Can we articulate who we

are as a people and what our com-

mon hopes for the future are as we

face the challenges already putting

pressure on our sense of communi-

ty?  

This is a key challenge of our

time. 

Through all the public discus-

sions we’ve managed in the last

few years, we hear people asking,

“Where are we going as a state?

What is our vision?  What are our

priorities?  What goals will we

rally around as Vermonters, and

even sacrifice for, to achieve the

future we desire?”   Whether the

primary concerns expressed are

with the affordability of life in the

state, the impacts of climate

change, or the fear of loss of civic

engagement, Vermonters are eager

to think about the major challenges

and opportunities ahead.

The Vermont Council on Rural

Development has come to see the

need for a ubiquitous statewide

conversation, a process of coming

together to discuss our values, pri-

orities and goals as Vermonters.

We believe it is time for a dialogue,

the like of which has not happened

in 20 years.

We recognize the challenge of

doing this right, in a way that is

authentic, avoids pre-conceived

outcomes and builds unity for

action.  We believe that in a well-

constructed conversation people

will educate each other, tough chal-

lenges will be explored and collec-

tive thinking will emerge that will

spark action.  We have seen this

time and again in our work with

communities throughout the state.

Coming together in structured dis-

cussion, founded on and building a

sense of place raises the bar, and

helps individuals commit to putting

themselves on the line for their

community.  

VCRD has built the “Council

on the Future of Vermont” to lead

this discussion over the next year

and a half. Council members repre-

sent a range of geographic and

demographic backgrounds as well

as professional expertise. They will

be called upon to listen to

Vermonters as these conversations

take place around the state and to

identify those trends and common-

alities that emerge. Where there is

diversity of opinion, this too will be

captured by the Council. 

The Council on the Future of

Vermont will actively engage

Vermont residents in different

ways. First, the project will travel,

holding at least one large commu-

nity forum in every county. We’ll

meet in smaller groups with a vari-

ety of stakeholders, from mobile

home tenant associations, to busi-

ness groups, college students and

farmers. The Council will have an

interactive website by early 2008

where Vermonters can contribute

their opinions and concerns using

various online formats. A survey

will capture representative ideas,

and in-depth research will be com-

missioned on the specific issues

that are identified by our listening

sessions. All these sources of infor-

mation and their contributions will

be evaluated by the Council by

early 2009. 

The new year marks two

decades since we’ve had a public

dialogue on the future at this scale.

We have not yet asked the younger

generation what it means to be a

Vermonter or what they value

about Vermont that would make

them want to stay, work and raise a

family here.  We have not invited

newcomers to Vermont to partici-

pate in defining the state and its

future.  And, we have not had a

coherent and systematic discussion

of what common perspectives we

have about the future of the State in

a generation.  

Thinking back to the remarks

of that thoughtful high school stu-

dent, it’s time we come to a com-

mon table to consider the points of

vision that can unite us as we look

to the challenges ahead.  

Future of Vermont Community

Forums are scheduled to take place

in Bennington on January 3; St.

Albans, January 24; Hyde Park,

February 13; North Hero, March 6;

Newport, March 27; Island Pond,

April 17; St. Johnsbury, May 8;

Middlebury, May 29; Burlington,

June 19; Barre, July 10; Hartford,

July 31 and Brattleboro, August 21.

For more information on

VCRD, The Council on the Future

of Vermont, and meetings sched-

uled to take place near you, see

www.vtrural.org or call (802) 223-

6098.

Paul Costello is the Executive

Director of the Vermont Council on

Rural Development; Sarah Waring

is the VCRD Program Director of

the Council on the Future of

Vermont. 

H
appy 2008!  We hope all of our patrons and extended community

members had a wonderful holiday.  Our annual Holiday on the

Danville Green was a beautiful event despite tricky weather.  We had lots

of good food and good company, and the evening provided us with the

perfect opportunity to show off our new chandeliers. If you haven't seen

them, please stop in. They are beautiful and so in keeping with the style

of the Pope Library. 

Many thanks to all who contributed to our 2007 annual appeal.

Without your support we wouldn't have the top notch library that we are.

With the start of the New Year, please make returning your overdue

material a resolution for 2008.  We are beginning the process of automat-

ing the library, and it would be a great help to have our collection in order

when we take inventory before automating.  We do not charge overdue

fines, but if you would like to make a donation we will gratefully accept

it.

Our next book discussion series is Southern Writers.  This series

includes a sampling of some of the finest writers of the American South.

It raises questions important to any discussion of regional writing.  How

is the region defined?  What makes a writer or a work southern?  Whose

south is being portrayed?  Which themes are unique to southern writers

and which are universal? We will discuss A Curtain of Green and Other

Stories by Eudora Welty, The Second Coming by Walker Percy, Oral

History by Lee Smith and The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman.

Books and schedules are available at the Library.  We hope you will join

us!

From the Children's Room and YA Center

Story hour resumes on Monday, January 14 at 10:00 a.m.  Please join

us for books, stories, songs, activities and snack.

The YA program will be back in session on Wednesday, January 2.

This after school program meets Monday, Wednesday, and Friday after-

noons from 2:30 - 5:00.

Pope Notes

Dee Palmer,

Library Director

Envisioning the Future

of Vermont  - A New

Year’s Commentary
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St. Johnsbury Academy

Winter 2007-2008 Sports Schedule

Girls Basketball ~ 
Varsity and Junior Varsity

Varsity Game follows JV Game

January

3 @ Essex A 5-6:30

5 @ Rutland A 1-2:30

8 Rice H 5-6:30

11 @ CVU A 5-6:30

15 Brattleboro H 5-6:30

18 @ Burlington A 5-6:30

22 @ North Country A 5-6:30

25 @ Spaulding A 5-6:30

29 @ BFA St. Albans A 5-6:30

February

1 Essex H 5-6:30

5 @ Rice A 5-6:30

8 CVU H 5-6:30

11 Spaulding H 5-6:30

15 North Country H 5-6:30

19 @ Burlington H 5-6:30

Hockey

January

2 Mt. Mansfield H 8:00

5 @ Missisquoi A 12:30

9 @ Brattleboro A 5:00

12 Woodstock H 4:30

16 @ Hartford A 7:00

18,19@ Woodstock Tourney A 8:10

@ Woodstock/TBA

26 @ North Country A 5:00

30 U32 A 8:00

February

2 Montpelier H 6:00

6 Lyndon H 6:00

9 @ Northfield A 5:30

Wrestling 
January

5 @ Newfound Invitational A 10:00

8 @ MMU, Enosburgh A 6:30

12 @ Mt. Anthony Invitational A 9:30

18,19 Essex Classic Invitational A3:30/10:30

23 @ White Mt. A 6:00

27 Colchester Invitational A 10:00

29 Mt. Abe, Harwood A 7:00

February

2 Mt. Anthony Duals A 10:00

6 Spaulding H 6:00

9 NVAC Tournament A 10:00

@ Middlebury

13 Mt. Abe, Vergennes H 6:00

16 JV States @ Spaulding A 10:00

23,24 Varsity State Tournament A 6/10:00

@ Rutland

29,1/1 New England Tournament A TBA

Host is Underlined

Gymnastics
January

11 Essex H 6:00

18 @ Harwood A 7:00

25 So. Burlington H 6:00

February

2 Milton, U32 H 3:00

8 @ Randolph A 7:00

Boys Basketball ~
Varsity and Junior Varsity

Varsity Game follows JV Game

January

3 Rice H 5-6:30 

5 @ Colchester A 11-12:30

10 @ Burlington A 5-6:30

14 North Country H 5-6:30

18 @ Spaulding A 5-6:30

24 CVU H 5-6:30

26 Brattleboro H 1-2:30

28 Colchester H 5-6:30

31 @ S. Burlington A 5-6:30

February

4 Mt. Mt. Mansfield H 5-6:30

7 @ Essex A 5-6:30

9 Rutland H 1-2:30

12 @ North Country A 5-6:30

Girls & Boys Basketball ~ 
Freshmen

January

4 MMU H 5-6:30

10 Lyndon H 5-6:30

12 Burlington H 1-2:30

14 @ CVU A 4-5:30

16 @ Hartford A 6:30-5

19 SHS H 12-1:30

23 @ North Country A 5-6:30

26 @ Lyndon A 11-12:30

31 Essex H 5-6:30

Nordic Skiing
January

5 U32 @ U32 HS 10:00

10 Peoples Academy @ Peoples 3:00

12 Colchester @ Bolton Valley 10:30

19 St. Johnsbury/Lyndon 10:00

@ Burke XC

23 Montpelier Relays @ Montpelier 3:00

25 MMU Pursuit @ Ethan Allen 4:00

Firing Range

February

2 North Country @ Newport 10:00

6 North Country Relays @ NCUHS 5:00

9 U32 @ U32 HS 10:00

16 State Meet - Classic 10:30

@ Middlebury, Breadloaf Touring Center

21 State Meet - Free Style 10:30

@ Rutland, Mt. Top Touring Center

Alpine Skiing 
January

4 Lyndon @ Burke *Carnival 9:30

11 @ MMU, Smugglers Notch

18 HU/Lam @ Mad River Glen 12:00

23 Midd. @ Midd. Snow Bowl

26 CVU @ Bolton * Carnival

30 NCU @ Jay Peak *Carnival

February

8,9 Essex Invite @ Smuggs

12 SJA @ Burke Mt. *Carnival 10;00

19 Girls NVAC District Meet

Midd. @ Middlebury College Snow Bowl

21 Boys NVAC District Meet

BFA @ Smugglers Notch

March

3 Boys State Meet

Lyndon @ Burke Mt.

5 Girls State Meet

Burr/Burton @ Bromley

Host is Underlined

WHEELER
True Value

Building Materials

29 Church Street

Lyndonville, VT 05851

(802) 626-5102

or 626-5040

Wheeler Sports
Team Sports Products

Images Of Vermont
Silkscreening and Embroidery

246 Church Street

Lyndonville, VT 05851

(802) 626-8235

Fax: (802) 626-6180

Email: wheel56@together.net

Lyndon Institute Athletic Events

Winter 2007-2008
Athletic Director: Paul E. Wheeler (802) 626-9164

ICE HOCKEY

January

2 MSJ @ Lyndon, 6:00 

5 Harwood @ Lyndon, 6:00 

9 Lyndon @ Middlebury, 7:00 

12 Peoples @ Lyndon, 6:30

23 Lyndon @ Milton, 8:00

26 Lyndon @ U32, 6:00

30 Montpelier @ Lyndon, 6:00

February

2 Lyndon @ Northfield, 8:00

6 Lyndon @ St Johnsbury, 6:00

9 Lyndon @ North Country, 5:00

FROSH BASKETBALL Boys

January

2 Lyndon @ North Country, 6:30

5 Lyndon @ Randolph, 2:30

8 Hartford @ Lyndon, 7:00

10 Lyndon @ St Johnsbury, 6:30

17 Lyndon @ Lamoille, 7:00

21 Lyndon @ Montpelier, 7:00

24 Lyndon @ U32, 7:00

26 St Johnsbury @ Lyndon, 12:30

28 Lake Region @ Lyndon, 7:00

February

1 Lyndon @ Harwood, 5:30

4 Enosburg @ Lyndon, 7:00

9 Randolph @ Lyndon, 12:30

GIRLS BASKETBALL (JV/V)

January

2 Lake Region @ Lyndon, 5:30/7:00

4 Harwood @ Lyndon, 5:30/7:00

8 Lyndon @ U32, 5:30/7:00

10 Montpelier @ Lyndon, 5:30/7:00

14 Lamoille @ Lyndon, 5:30/7:00

17 Lyndon @ Oxbow, 6:00/7:30

24 Lyndon @ Randolph, 6:00/7:30

31 Lyndon @ Harwood, 5:30/7:00

February

5 U32 @ Lyndon, 5:30/7:00

7 Lyndon @ Montpelier, 6:00/7:30

12 Oxbow @ Lyndon, 5:30/7:00

14 Lyndon @ Lamoille, 6:00/7:30

19 Randolph @ Lyndon, 5:30/7:00

NORDIC SKIING

January

5 @ U32, 11:00

10 @ Peoples, 3:00

12 @ Bolton (CHS), 10:30

19 @ Burke (SJA), 10:00

23 @ Montpelier Relays, 4:30

25 @ Underhill Range (MMU), 4:00

February

2 @ MSTF (NCU), 10:00

6 @ North Country Relays, 5:00

9 @ U32, 10:30

16 @ Rickert Tour Ctr (Midd), 10:30

State Classical

21 @ Mountain Top (Rutland), 10:30

State Freestyle

ALPINE SKIING

January

4 @ Burke Mt., 9:30

11 @ Smugglers (MMU), 9:30

18 @ Mad River (Harwood), Noon

26 @ Bolton (CVU), 9:30

30 @ Jay Peak (NCU), 9:30

February

8 @ Smugglers (Essex Invite), Noon

9 @ Smugglers (Essex Invite), 10:00

12 @ Burke Mt (SJA), 10:00

19 @ Middlebury (Midd) Girls District

21 @ Smugglers (BFA) Boys District

March

3 @ Burke  Mt. (LI) Boys State

5 @ Bromley (B&B) Girls State

BOYS BASKETBALL (JV/V)

January

2 Lyndon @ Randolph, 6:00/7:30

4 Lyndon @ Montpelier, 6:00/7:30

9 Harwood @ Lyndon, 5:30/7:00

18 U32 @ Lyndon, 5:30/7:00

23 Oxbow @ Lyndon, 5:30/7:00

25 Lyndon @ Lamoille, 6:00/7:30

30 Randolph @ Lyndon, 5:30/7:00

February

1 Montpelier @ Lyndon, 5:30/7:00

6 Lyndon @ Harwood, 5:30/7:00

8 Lyndon @ Hazen, 5:30/7:00

12 Lyndon @ U32, 5:30/7:00

GO

VIKINGS!

FROSH BASKETBALL Girls

January

2 Lyndon @ North Country, 5:00

5 Lyndon @ Randolph, 1:00

8 Hartford @ Lyndon, 5:30

10 Lyndon @ St Johnsbury, 5:00

17 Lyndon @ Lamoille, 5:30

24 Lyndon @ U32, 5:30

28 St Johnsbury @ Lyndon, 11:00

28 Lake Region @ Lyndon, 5:30

February

4 Enosburg @ Lyndon, 5:30

9 Randolph @ Lyndon, 11:00

TERRY HOFFER

Për Courtney tells about find-

ing his way in school as a wood-

worker. “I had a rebellious nature,

but my teachers said there was

something special going on, and

they put up with me.”

When asked about the source

of his appreciation and his inclina-

tion for working with wood, he

says, “I was born with it,” but he

quickly shifts to talk about the

multitude of influences from his

father.

Për’s father was a bit of

Renaissance man with a list of

careers that includes innkeeper,

ski patroller, stockbroker, home

restorationist and lobsterman, but

the lesson that launched

Courtney-the-younger might have

been one at home. “My father had

a workshop. It was probably the

size of a sheet of plywood, but we

worked there together, and my

first project was a pair of book-

ends. I made them for him when I

was 6.”

Then there was a private

school in Fitchburg, MA where

most of his classmates were firm-

ly on tracks bound for college. “It

wasn’t my thing,” Courtney says.

“But we started a shop program,

and by the time I was in 7th grade

I was teaching younger kids

woodworking. I went on to the

regional trade school, and I’m

sure teachers there argued about

my staying. There were all kinds

of reasons they could have thrown

me out, but they let me stay, and

in 1976 I graduated in a class of a

thousand.”

Courtney found work as sub-

contractor restoring antiques,

manufacturing clocks and provid-

ing millwork for home-builders,

but on the side he always found

time to make furniture. “I read

books and I talked to people and I

learned the vernacular - that is the

differences - between the colonial

styles of Connecticut,

Philadelphia, Boston, Newport,

RI, Portsmouth, NH and Virginia.

Like the traveling craftsmen at the

time, I remembered what

appealed to me, and if it looked

right I incorporated it into my own

work.”

In 1987, with confidence from

his experience, Courtney opened

his own shop in Massachusetts,

and he says, “I did kitchen instal-

lations for the money, but I made

furniture for the personal satisfac-

tion. I had all kinds of contacts,

and I was booked 18 months in

advance. Eventually I did work

for people in Australia, Singapore,

Israel and all over the United

States.  Today I have five portfo-

lios of photographs and a couple

of cardboard boxes full of pictures

of my work.”

Now in Greensboro Bend in

what he calls his “dream shop,”

Për Courtney works far from the

blistering pace and the pressure of

southern New England. “I travel

when I have to, and I still get a lot

of work from Massachusetts,

Connecticut and new Hampshire.

I’ve learned that my approach and

my taste is appealing to people

who like furniture. Some find me

for my past work, and they give

me free rein over their general

idea. Others come with blueprints

and specifications to a 64th of an

inch.”

Courtney’s work is spectacu-

lar for its design, construction and

This Is the Place Where

Craftsmanship and

Sound Converge

Photo By: North Star Monthly

Për Courtney checks the final details on this electric guitar.

Pope 

Library

Monday & Friday

10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Wednesday 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Saturday 9 a.m. - Noon.
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MMaarrttyy’’ss  11sstt  SSttoopp
US Route 2 � Danville, VT � ((880022))  668844--22557744

Mon.-Thurs. 5:30 a.m.-8:30 p.m.

Fri. & Sat. 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

Sun. 7 a.m.-8 p.m.

DELI

PIZZA served everyday
Megabucks Tickets

Mobil Speed Pass

DANVILLE SCHOOL
2007-2008 Schedule

Athletic Director: Merlyn Courser CAA

Boys High School Basketball

January

3 Thursday Hazen @ Danville NL 6:00/7:30

5 Saturday Williamstown @ Danville 1:00/2:30

9 Wednesday Danville @ Stowe NL 6:00/7:30

11 Friday Northfield @ Danville NL 6:00/7:30

18 Friday Danville @ Winooski 5:30/7:00

23 Wednesday Richford @ Danville 5:30/7:00

25 Friday Danville @ Lake Region 6:00/7:30

30 Wednesday BFA Fairfax @ Danville 5:30/7:00

February

1 Friday Peoples @ Danville 6:00/7:30

6 Wednesday Danville @ Hazen 6:00/7:30

8 Monday Stowe @ Danville 6:00/7:30

11 Monday Danville @ Northfield 6:00/7:30

Girls High School Basketball

January

2 Wednesday Danville @ Williamstown NL 6:00/7:30

9 Wednesday BFA Fairfax @ Danville 5:30/7:00

12 Saturday Winooski @ Danville 1:00/2:30

19 Saturday Danville @ Richford 1:00/2:30 

24 Thursday Stowe @ Danville NL 6:00/7:30

26 Saturday Williamstown @ Danville (SAT) 3:00/4:30 

29 Tuesday Danville @ Enosburg 5:30/7:00

31 Thursday Peoples @ Danville 6:00/7:30

February

2 Saturday Danville @ Blue Mountain NL 1:00/2:30

5 Tuesday Hazen @ Danville NL 6:00/7:30

7 Thursday Danville @ Northfield NL 6:00/7:30

9 Saturday Danville @ Concord NL 1:00/2:30

12 Tuesday Danville @ Lake Region 6:00/7:30

14 Thursday Northfield @ Danville 6:00/7:30

16 Saturday Danville @ Stowe 1:00/2:30

19 Tuesday Danville @ Hazen 6:00/7:30

DANVILLE SERVICE CENTER
Route 2, Danville Village  684-3481

See us about

WINTER TIRES

including our

complete line of:

HOURS: 7-5 Mon. thru Fri. � 8-1 Sat. � Mechanic on Duty

Cooper,

Remington,

Hankook

and Nokia tires

Have a Safe

& Happy New Year

457 Railroad Street � St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 � (802) 748-3236

serving you since 1922

Celebrating over 85 Years!

Watch for our

ANNIVERSARY

SALE

Caplan’s

finish. He describes his range as

Period to Modern, but what is

immediately striking is his atten-

tion to detail in the alignment of

the grain. He says, “I’m pretty

color blind in that red, green and

brown all look much the same to

me. I use dyes to adjust the wood

color, but I really appreciate the

grain. I can match any color in

what is basically a mathematical

process, but I spend more time

and I devote more attention to the

grain than anyone else that I

know.”

Courtney is a member of the

highly selective Guild of Vermont

Furniture Makers, and he finds

that customers beat a path to his

door even in Greensboro Bend.

It’s a wonderfully quiet setting

and as snow falls silently through

the trees outside in the northern

Vermont landscape, it is like a

dream shop. Perhaps that explains

Courtney’s latest dream.

For 10 years in Massachusetts,

he played an electric guitar in a

blues band, and, he says, his eyes

were drawn to the instruments. He

always admired the iconic Fender

Stratocaster made famous by Jimi

Hendrix and Stevie Ray Vaughan

or the Fender Telecaster played by

Keith Richards and Johnny Lang.

He admired Gibson guitars

including the Les Paul, the SG

and the ES-335 played by literal

rock stars like Eric Clapton,

Angus Young, B.B. King and Paul

McCartney. Record sales speak to

the popularity of their music, but

Courtney believes their guitars

were beyond extraordinary.

At 50 years of age and with

the slowing that comes with two

broken backs, torn ligaments in

his wrist followed by three years

in a cast and nine broken fingers,

Për Courtney imagines an artistic

outlet for himself that moves

aside from the heavier furniture

work that established his reputa-

tion. 

“I made my first electric guitar

17 years ago,” he says, “but today

custom made guitars are big. I

don’t want to make copies, but

like my furniture I want to make a

blend of the qualities I appreci-

ate.”

Për Guitars, as he calls them,

come in three styles. He makes

two Gibson styles, two Fender

styles and two, what he calls,

Retro styles like those played by

Buddy Holly and Jimmy Page in

the 1960’s.

Për Guitars are the culmina-

tion of one man’s experience as a

guitarist, silversmith and maker of

custom cabinetry and the advance

in high tech electronics. His gui-

tars are handmade with

mahogany, maple, ash or butter-

nut backs and carefully matched

curly maple, bird’s eye maple or

curly birch fronts. The electronics

and internal components are high-

end and state-of-the-art, and the

details including inlays, silver

work, matched grain and other

embellishments could not be

found in a mass production

process at any price. These guitars

are beautiful.

Courtney says, “These are

handmade, and if it ever gets

beyond that it won’t be satisfying

anymore. The quality of the

wood, the finish and the hardware

is important, and I don’t ever want

to sacrifice that. My dream is that

with one other person, the right

person who cares about this as

much as I do, we could produce

50 guitars a year.”

And maybe. Për Courtney has

had encouragement from guitar

players and music dealers who

have said things like “awesome”

and “I can’t believe how many

useable sounds I get out of this

guitar.” Recently Courtney

offered one of his guitars to Joe

Bonamassa, the “best blues gui-

tarist” in the Guitar Players

Magazine 2007 Readers’ Choice

Awards. Bonamassa is a rising

star in his own right inspired by

the styles of John Mayall, Jeff

Beck, B.B. King and Eric

Clapton. Bonamassa accepted the

Për Guitar and asked for another

one of a custom design.

One art critic once said, “In

any artistic court of judgment,

consensus and circumstance reign

as king and queen,” and popular

opinion often shows no under-

standable emotion or logic.

However guitar player and furni-

ture maker Për Courtney is

pleased by the early response.

“I could make a guitar exactly

like the one Eric Clapton played

last night, and I’m sure Clapton

could make it sound like his own.

In the right hands it could make

the sound, but I would be hard

pressed to tell a customer of mine

that if they buy this guitar they’ll

sound like Eric Clapton. My gui-

tar might have the heart, and as

great as that might be, it wouldn’t

have the soul.”

Courtney says, “But that’s not

what counts. I want people to look

for their own sound, their own

voice, in a guitar that I promise

will be a great looking and great

sounding package. I think I can

appeal to the happy home players

and the touring professionals

alike, and I can provide a high

quality product from the place in

Greensboro Bend where crafts-

manship and sound converge.”

PPëërr  GGuuiittaarrss  aarree  tthhee

ccuullmmiinnaattiioonn  ooff  oonnee

mmaann’’ss  eexxppeerriieennccee

aass  aa  gguuiittaarriisstt,,  ssiill--

vveerrssmmiitthh  aanndd

mmaakkeerr  ooff  ccuussttoomm

ccaabbiinneettrryy  aanndd  tthhee

aaddvvaannccee  iinn  hhiigghh

tteecchh  eelleeccttrroonniiccss..

It’s ready for the stay-at-home performer, the recital hall or concert

stage.

Photo By: Lynette Courtney 

Për Courtney’s furniture spans the range from early traditional to

modern.
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What’s Happening at the Town Hall?

Barnet

Town Clerk: William Hoar

Selectboard: Ted Faris, Stanley

Robinson and Jeremy Roberts

November 26, 2007

Tax Collector – Tax Collector Donald

Nelson met with Board to review list of

property owners with at least three

years of unpaid taxes. Nelson proposed

to start collection proceedings unless

arrangements are made to pay amounts

due.  Board approved the request and

expenditure of funds for legal services

if needed.  

Appropriations Request – Board

approved a request from Pleasantview

Cemetery Association for an appropria-

tion of $3,500 in 2008 budget and

agreed to include request from Rural

Community Transportation for an

appropriation of $1,100 in warning for

March town meeting.

Morrison Hill Road – Board read let-

ter from Barry Fudim expressing con-

cerns for about a depression on

Morrison Hill at its junction with the

East Peacham Road, which may

become a safety hazard. Road foreman

Maurice Gingue will look at it. 

December 10, 2007

Use of Town Highways by

Snowmobiles – On request of Ross

Page Board approved use of portions of

Bony Woods Road and Somerhill Road

by winter snowmobiles.

Town Forest Road Discontinuance –

Board noted January 7 hearing for dis-

continuance of a portion of Town

Forest Road near transfer station.

Town Garage Site – Board discussed

special town meeting during week of

January 14 to vote on purchase of 11

acres of land at intersection of US 5 and

road to North Monroe from Harold J.

Dunbar for $70,000 to be used for new

town garage.

Health Insurance Rates – Board

noted notice from Blue Cross Blue

Shield that health insurance rates have

increased by 12-13%. Board authorized

town clerk to select plan closest to cur-

rent coverage.

Special Appropriation – Board noted

2008 special appropriation request

from Fairbanks Museum of $1,700.

Town Plan – Shirley Warden reported

revised town plan is ready for presenta-

tion by planning commission for adop-

tion but they will need assistance.

Regional planning commission will do

that for an $800 fee or go over process

with Shirley for $250. Board approved

expenditure of $250 fee.

Cabot

Town Clerk: Doug Harvey

Selectboard: Larry Gochey, Caleb

Pitkin and Ted Domey

November 21, 2007

Earth Tech Contract – Board met

with Jefferson Tolman, Earth Tech

regional manager and discussed con-

tract extension and compensation

adjustment package. Board approved

proposal extending contract for five

years and a 3.5% cost of living increase

for next year. 

Budget Review – Doug Harvey pre-

sented a budget and actual financial

report for year to date. Major topic of

discussion was the $45,000 higher than

budget cost of new highway truck.

Based upon current figures highway

fund will be $25 - $30,000 higher than

budget.

Sheriff’s Department – Board

reviewed annual sheriff’s report.

VT League of Cities and Towns –

Board discussed dues and life insurance

program with VT League of Cities and

Towns.

Legal Matter – Doug Harvey

informed Board that Ken Davis has

asked town attorney for a two week

extension for completion of interroga-

tories. Extension was granted.

Discontinuance of Right-of-Way –

Board discussed deed being prepared to

confirm town’s additional 30-foot

right-of-way per agreement with Ruth

Glaude which will discontinue a right-

of-way on her property.

McCullough Gravel Pit – Board

reviewed its letter of concern address-

ing  closing of McCullough Crushing

gravel pit in East Calais. After several

changes Board approved letter for mail-

ing.

Dog Complaint – Board discussed

complaints about excessive dog bark-

ing from  Jennifer Person’s dogs on

Brickett’s Crossing road.  Board direct-

ed town clerk to send a letter including

a copy of town dog ordinance to Ms.

Person.

December 5, 2007

Budget Review – Board reviewed

financial reports and estimated $25,000

shortfall projected for year end and  dis-

cussed various ways to resolve situa-

tion including short term loan or

extending term for tax anticipation

loan. Caleb Pitkin will contact UDAG

committee to see if options are avail-

able through UDAG fund. 

Wastewater Commission – Board

noted fuel surcharge effective

November 26 and agreed to discuss

with Earth Tech to be sure of best

options for town.

Health Order – Board discussed

rebuttal to its previous discussion from

Leonard Spencer, owner of property at

3065 Main Street. Board visited the

property and returned. Board then

voted that “within 14 days a weather-

tight, water-tight door shall be installed

on the front entrance and a convention-

al locking mechanism shall be

installed.” Spencer was given a copy of

signed order.

Willey Building Lift – After dis-

cussing proposals for servicing Willey

Building Lift, Board directed Willey

Building committee to contact Bay

State Elevator and ask to modify pro-

posed agreement from six service visits

per year to four visits keeping cost at

proposed $175 per visit.

Danville

Town Clerk: Virginia Morse

Town Administrator - Merton Leonard

Selectboard: Marion Sevigny, Denise

Briggs, Doug Pastula, Marvin Withers

and Michael Walsh

December 6, 2007

Zoning Bylaws – Board convened a

public hearing for discussion of revi-

sion to  zoning bylaws. After discus-

sion, Board voted to adopt revised

bylaws as presented. Jeff Frampton

reported planning commission will use

a new grant to study and define town’s

village centers for next phase of zoning

bylaw revisions.

Conservation Commission –

Frampton reported conservation com-

mission has made progress establishing

priorities and is working on develop-

ment of a conservation fund.

Historical Society – Mary Prior report-

ed on activities of town historical soci-

ety including large gifts of money

received to purchase a house and

restore it to a condition associated with

earlier times. She requested $15,000 to

assist in paying expenses for the house

and indicated the society’s benefactor is

waiting to see support from town

before establishing a trust to provide

continuing support for the project.

Historical society is also pursuing

exemption from paying property tax on

the property. 

Tax Late Fee Abatement – Melody

Peterson asked to have her penalty for

late payment of property taxes waived

due to death of a neighbor on day prop-

erty taxes were due. No action taken. 

Road Work – Kevin Gadapee reported

road crew has been busy plowing and

sanding with snow and freezing rain.

Crew is cutting wood and working on

its building between storms. On

Gadapee’s request, Board reviewed

quotes and authorized purchase of a

new International truck to replace one

that is 10 years old. Order may be can-

celed if there are budget constraints

later on. 

New Town Ordinance – Merton

Leonard reported burning ordinance

and speeding ordinance will go into

effect on December 17.

Use of Town Hall – On request of

Danville School French Club, Board

voted to waive town hall rental fee for

club’s fund raising dance.

Sewer Connection – Board approved

sewer connection application from

Marty and Plynn Beattie for one of their

new business apartments at 15 Hill

Street. 

Town Bequest – Board noted bequest

from the late William Stanton in the

amount of $25,000. Board voted to sign

required probate court documents.

Personnel – After executive session to

discuss employee wages, Board

approved 3.5% wage increase and a

$100 stipend for winter florescent coats

for each member of town’s road crew.

Further, Board voted to remove Kevin

Gadapee from its list of annual appoint-

ments as Gadapee was hired under a

contract.

Lyndon

Town Clerk - Lisa Barrett

Administrative Assistant - Art Sanborn

Selectmen: Martha Feltus, Kevin

Calkins and Kermit Fisher

November 26, 2007 

Highway Report – Board reviewed

highway report as of week ending

November 16.  At 88% through year,

entire budget is 80% expended.

County Budget Review – Assistant

Judge Roy Vance reviewed proposed

2008 budget for Caledonia County.

Intermunicipal Police Agreement –

Art Sanborn reviewed first draft of the

agreement for intermunicipal police

services between town and village

showing amendments proposed by

Village Trustees. Current contract

expires December 31.

Budget Review – Art Sanborn

reviewed 2008 budget information.

Grand List – On recommendation of

board of listers, Board voted to increase

2007 grand list by $125,400.

Perpetual Care – Board approved per-

petual care agreement for Edna Mills.

Sanitation Services – Following exec-

utive session to discuss contract for

sanitation services, no action was taken.

Peacham

Town Clerk: Bruce Lafferty

Selectmen: Richard Browne, Tim

McKay and Gary Swenson.

November 28, 2007

Peacham Town Hall Gym – Board

met with Ken Cyr, Danville School’s

Elementary Athletic Director, and dis-

cussed a draft policy for use of

Peacham Town Hall Gym. Cyr report-

ed he had provided a liability insurance

certificate showing Town of Peacham

as covered by the policy. Gary

Swenson reiterated his request that

Board be provided a written statement

that Danville School will indemnify

Peacham against any loss during use of

the gym and naming Peacham as an

insured party on the policy and indica-

tion that proper scheduling and supervi-

sion will be provided. Board discussed

gymnasium policy. No action was

taken, although Board directed admin-

istrative assistant to proceeded with

weekly safety inspections of the facili-

ty. Board asked town clerk to develop a

gym access policy to be introduced

prior to March town meeting.

Trash Compactor – Board discussed

breakdown of trash compactor. Dick

Blair will communicate with Casella

Waste Management about repairs.

Reappraisal – Board discussed reap-

praisal of grand list including having

listers do the reappraisal rather than an

outside firm. Lister Becky Jensen indi-

cated listers would do a more accurate

job and produce a better product at a

price no higher than that of an outside

firm.

Planning Commission – Planning

Commission Chair Gib Parrish present-

ed commission’s 2008 budget. Board

voted to set compensation of zoning

administrator  at rate of $1,500 for the

year, the same as before.

Town Clerk – Town clerk discussed

recommendation to make assistant

town clerk/treasurer a full time position

with benefits. Board discussed

specifics, alternative work schedules

and reduced office hours. Town clerk

agreed to provide written list of addi-

tional administrative duties at

December 5 meeting of Board.

Recreation Committee – Board dis-

cussed reestablishing recreation com-

mittee.

Budget – Board reviewed 2008 budg-

et.

Road Crew – Board reviewed 2008

road budget and road plan and

reviewed agreement with Town of

Cabot for mutual assistance on Mack

Mountain Road. Phil Jejer reported use

of sand and salt has increased with

recent freezing rain. Board discussed

purchase of new 2007 Model 4300

International dump truck. Total price of

truck, completely outfitted, will be

$95,314. Jejer will explore financing

options. Board instructed Jejer to bring

The Carpet ConnectionThe Carpet Connection

Your full-service carpet and flooring store. 

We are experts when it comes to carpet, vinyl,

ceramic tile, hardwood, laminates and area rugs. 

199 Depot Street (802) 626-9026

Lyndonville, Vermont (800) 822-9026
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Excerpts from Selectboard Minutes from Area Towns
See your Town Clerk for complete minutes of the meetings

financing agreement and vehicle

description to next meeting. Board

asked Jejer to follow up on complaints

received from residents Quagliano and

Kaplan/Evangalista and report back to

Board on planned improvements.

St. Johnsbury

Town Manager: Michael Welch

Town Clerk: Sandy Grenier

Selectboard: Jerry Rowe, Daniel

Kimbell, Bryon Quatrini, Gary Reis

and Dale Urie.

November 19, 2007

NEK Human Services – Mary

Lunderville of Moose River

Campground read a letter outlining dis-

pleasure with development review

board (DRB) and its dealings with

NEK Human Services project to house

people in crisis at the O’Shea’s Motel at

intersection of Routes 2 and 15.

Lunderville objected to DRB’s timing

of a follow-up meeting, accuracy of

meeting minutes and claimed that DRB

was not following guidelines as to what

type of business could be developed in

zoned area. Board agreed to not get

involved at this time but to serve as

point of appeal if neighbors feel they

have a valid objection to DRB’s deci-

sion.

Water Treatment – Board recognized

Water Treatment Plant Operator Dan

Gray for outstanding knowledge of

water filter system and for doing a great

job for town.

Legislators Delegation – Local legis-

lators including Jane Kitchel, David

Clark, Don Bostic and George

Coppenrath met with Board to discuss

pending legislation.

Walking Tour Grant – Board author-

ized town manager to sign documenta-

tion for Preserve America Grant for a

walking tour program in St. Johnsbury.

Grant was for $22,375 and requires a

match to be provided by St. J Works.

Winter Parking Ban – Board dis-

cussed winter parking ban with Police

Chief Richard Leighton. Bryon

Quatrini asked to have flashing light or

some signal instituted so as to allow

street parking except during storms or

snow removal. It was agreed this is not

possible this year but will be re-

addressed in spring.

Hours of Meter Enforcement – Board

discussed downtown parking meter

hours currently Mon. - Thurs. and Sat.

8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Fri. 8 a.m. - 9 p.m.

and downtown commission’s recom-

mendation to change hours to 9 a.m. - 5

p.m. Mon. - Fri. Board voted to not

change the schedule.

Police Department Contract

Services – According to Attorney Ed

Zuccaro, there is nothing to prohibit

police department from contracting

outside of its territory for a fee. After

discussion Board expressed no interest

whatsoever in having department con-

tract for services outside of Village.

Board also discussed behavior prob-

lems on Railroad Street and considera-

tion among downtown merchants of

raising funds for a full time police offi-

cer on Railroad Street at least in the

daytime by next summer.

Community Center – Armory –

Following presentation by Recreation

Director Joe Fox with recommenda-

tions for bringing armory building up to

code  and saving money in operations,

Board voted to establish a committee to

consider options for recreation depart-

ment.

Reappraisal – After discussion of

mandate from State Department of

Taxes ordering a town reappraisal,

Board voted to respond that Town is

taking action to reappraise properties to

100% of fair market value.

Economic Development – Following

recommendation by Joel Schwartz that

town try and get at least one disadvan-

taged business enterprise to work on

Railroad Station Pomerleau project,

Board voted to adopt policy to actively

pursue such businesses for future proj-

ects. 

Duck Pond in Waterford – Jerry

Rowe suggested Board visit Duck

Pond pull off in Waterford, owned by

Town. Area is becoming a popular

parking and party area and junk is accu-

mulating. Board may want to block off

access to pull off.

Labor Contract – After executive ses-

sion to discuss labor contracts, no

action was taken.

December 10, 2007

Industrial Park – Following Joel

Schwartz’s review of a grant funded

project at industrial park, an analysis of

energy use by multiple businesses in

the vicinity of the industrial park and

feasibility of a biomass generation

facility, Board voted to close out the

project grant.  

Zoning Policy and Procedures – Jim

Rust and Mary Lunderville spoke to

Board about procedure for appealing

decisions of design review board and

their objections to the manner in which

a certain situation has been handled by

the Board. Jerry Rowe pointed out that

further debate was not necessary and

that a formal appeal could be made to

the environmental court.

Grand List – On recommendation of

town clerk Board approved various

amendments to town grand list.

Three Rivers Bike Path – Kevin

Russell, municipal project manager,

and Jeffrey Tucker, of Dubois & King,

met with Board to describe current sta-

tus of Three Rivers Transportation

Project. Russell described the team as

making traction. Work continues on

alignment and preliminary right-of-

way plans. Jeff Tucker indicated that by

February 2008 all permits should be in

hand. 

Recreation Committee – Board voted

to appoint Lisa Warren and David

Miller to Recreation Board and to

appoint Chip Langmaid as an alternate. 

Ambulance Signals on Hospital

Drive – On request of CALEX and fol-

lowing discussion, Board voted to

request that VTrans install equipment at

the traffic signals at intersection of US

Route 5 and Hospital Hill to facilitate

ambulances passing through intersec-

tion.

Parking Meters – On recommenda-

tion of downtown improvement com-

mission Board voted to amend enforce-

ment periods for parking meters to

Monday - Saturday, 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. No

Sundays or Legal Holidays. 

Water Main Repairs – Mike Welch

reported an emergency water shut-off

in Main Street area to repair a water

leak.

Pull-Off Duck Pond Road – On rec-

ommendation of Board chair who had

looked at the pull-off area on town land

on Duck Pond Road and said he did not

see any reason why the area needed to

be open for people to dispose of

garbage and deer carcasses, Board

voted to barricade the area.

Planning Commission – William

Merrow, planning commission chair

asked that if people were requesting an

overview of zoning and planning poli-

cies and procedures that the request be

referred to planning commission. 

Spring Street Construction Debris

Clean-up – Mike Welch reported that

he and Priscilla Messier had met with

Greenwood’s, owners of property on

Spring Street that burned down.

Greenwood’s have agreed to a lien on

the property to allow town to clean-up

remaining construction demolition

debris. Board agreed to proposal.

December 17, 2007

Caledonia County Budget – Assistant

Judge William Kennedy reviewed pro-

posed 2008/2009 County & Sheriff’s

Budget with Board. 

Fire Station and Municipal Building

Cost Estimates – Board met with Jay

Ancel of Black River Design to review

cost estimates for construction of a fire

station on Hastings Hill. Preliminary

construction estimate including site

development, design, construction and

development of a replacement parking

lot for Black Bear Tavern Restaurant

was $4,834,714. Total square footage

of proposed building is 19,200  with

estimate, including site cost, approxi-

mately $192 per square foot.

Renovations to existing municipal

building are estimated in $1,000,000

range. Town manager will be meeting

with USDA officials to review financ-

ing options. Board chair Jerry Rowe

indicated decision needs to be made by

end of January to have a bond vote in

March 2008.

Budget Review – Town manager pre-

sented preliminary drafts of 2008 budg-

ets, including general fund: $2,367,148

(6.5% over 2007 approved budget),

highway fund: $2,113,965 (12% over

2007 approved budget), special servic-

es: $1,061,750 (5% over 2007

approved budget).

Town Forest – Dale Urie reported new

county forester will be helping to devel-

op a forestry plan for the town forest. 

Contracts and Civil Actions –

Following executive session with Joel

Schwartz to discuss contracts and civil

actions, no action was taken.

Walden

Town Clerk: Lina Smith

Selectboard: David Brown, Perley

Greaves and Douglas Luther

November 27, 2007

Budget Review – Board discussed pre-

liminary budget for 2008.

Employee Insurance – Town Clerk

reported she will be attending a meet-

ing of VT League of Cities and Towns

Health Trust to find out how insurance

will change and will report back.

Generator – Board discussed mainte-

nance of generator at the school and

directed town clerk to have propane bill

sent to the town and the $400 mainte-

nance fee will be paid by the town.

Cost of Elections – Town clerk report-

ed she asked school to reimburse town

for expense of additional votes for

school budget. Board agreed that town

should absorb costs of initial vote, but

any additional votes related solely to

the school should come from school

budget.  

Noyestar Road – Board read letter

from Annegret Pollard regarding ero-

sion on Noyestar Road and the beaver

fence she installed. Board expressed

concern that the fence might fail, plug

the culvert and cause the road to wash.

Dave Brown will contact Jake McGrew

at the State to discuss this situation.

“Dedicated to your good health”

415 Railroad St. � St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 � (802) 748-3122
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Tablets with Liver and Iron are

real energy- boosters.

Several of us here at the pharmacy
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663 Old Center Road, St. Johnsbury, Vermont 05819

(802) 748-8797    Fax (802) 748-8609
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PAUL’S FARM SERVICE
Sales �� Service �� Parts

Paul D. Bergeron

Phone (802) 695-2500 � Fax (802) 695-2900

514 West Main Street (US RT 2) � Concord, Vermont 05824

Serving Agricultural Needs with Integrity Since 1976
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On December 21 Mary Cote (center) and Kristine Brill (right)

from the Passumpsic Savings Bank met with Ollie Wolfson

(left) at The Open Door in Danville distributing a share of the

food and funds collected during the Bank’s customer apprecia-

tion day food drive for area food shelves. During the food

drive 1,600 pounds of food were collected for distribution to

food shelves in Danville, Lyndon, St. Johnsbury, Newport,

Sheffield and Island Pond as well as in Lancaster, Groveton

and Littleton.
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Contact Jim Ashley at

Green Mountain Geothermal

for a free analysis of the costs and benefits for your home.

� Save on your heating costs

Annual costs are half of that

for oil or propane.

� Control your humidity

� Air condition your home

� Get hot water free

Green Mountain Geothermal

(802) 684-3491

TThhee  NNoorrtthh  DDaannvviillllee  CChhuurrcchh

American Baptist

The Little White Church in the Vale

Worship and Sunday School

99::3300  aa..mm..

Start the Year with 

a Song and a Prayer

Hubert Hawkins, DDS

Bonnie Johnson, RDH

Brenda Lane, RDH

Sheila Amadon, RDH

(802) 748-2325 

New Patients  Welcomed

PREVENTIVE  CARE  FOR  A

WHITER AND BRIGHTER SMILE

Including:

Teeth Whitening; Restorations, Crown,

Bridges, Extractions; 

Complete & Partial Dentures, 

Perio & Endodontic Treatment, 

Seeing Our Patients 

at their Appointed Time.

We emphasize a caring staff with 

Professional Dental Treatment.

1350 Main Street, Suite 1  St. Johnsbury VT 05819

HAWKINS

DENTAL GROUP

‘A loaf of bread,’ the Walrus 

said,

‘Is what we chiefly need:

Pepper and vinegar besides

Are very good indeed -

Now, if you’re ready, Oysters

dear,

We can begin to feed.’

- Lewis Carroll, 

Through the Looking-Glass 

and What Alice Found There

O
ysters are one of those food-

stuffs I tend to enjoy more

in theory than practice. Truly, I

want to be the sort of woman

who dances the tango with small

provocation, who laughs in the

face of impropriety, and of dan-

ger, and of trifling blood dis-

eases. A woman who eats oysters

with aplomb.

But there’s just this one

thing. 

A little history: January

always leaves me thinking about

oysters. My mother loved those

tiny smoked oysters that come

neatly tucked inside a flat tin you

open with a key, all safely pack-

aged within a printed box. Those

little oysters, along with thin

slices of sharp cheese, stuffed

olives and chilled jerkins, savory

dips, delicate canapés and crisp

crackers, contributed to the fes-

tive spread which sustained us

during the long evening of card

playing and conversation leading

up to the dropping of the

renowned ball in Time’s Square

at midnight. Oysters played a

recurring, happy role in our

annual celebration.

Those oily, smoked nibbles

weren’t her only weakness, how-

ever. Mom loved oysters fried

and topped with ketchup-spiked

horseradish sauce, both on the

plate and peaking out of hard roll

sandwiches, and oysters dunked

in a simple stew of  broth and hot

milk, a pool of butter swirling on

top, those inevitable eponymous

puffs floating about on the sur-

face like abandoned life boats.

Every few weeks, it seemed, we

were blessed with a meal built

around one or the other version

of those darling crustaceans. 

Dear Lord, I hated oysters. 

And then, I grew up.  I dated.

Gentleman callers took me to

nice restaurants.  And while I

learned many things not directly

related to oysters via dating, a

few connections come to mind,

and one suitable for mention in a

family newspaper: that raw oys-

ters - oysters just shucked, fresh,

briny, beautiful, splashed per-

haps with a bit of Tabasco and

slurped right off the pearly shell

- are simply divine.  Raw oysters,

I discovered, were a thing unlike

any other.

Enter, however, a deadly hep-

atitis outbreak among a group of

inordinately attractive single

men who frequented the beach

resort in my mid-Atlantic county

of my youth. Blamed, rightly or

not, upon their profligate con-

sumption of uncooked oysters. 

Paradise lost. 

Consequently, I have only on

occasion succumbed to the

siren’s call of the raw bar. As a

rule, I’ve insisted on being fairly

inebriated at the outset. There

was that fabled evening with my

husband-to-be, which I have

heard tell of, but frankly do not

remember. And an anniversary

celebration in Boca Raton years

later, when we were flush in love

and money, and I believed noth-

ing could touch us. And one

night since, at a hopping, upscale

restaurant in Connecticut after a

half-decade of tundra living

alone. The menu sported several

dozen types of oysters from

waters all over the world. Not

trying at least a few seemed irre-

sponsibly incurious, like forgo-

ing an opportunity to witness the

landing of alien beings, or skip-

ping out on a meet and greet with

a Yehti.  

They were glorious, those

oysters, if memory serves.  But a

far cry from the unidentified

swimming substances in those

scary little tubs you‘ll find at the

local, landlocked market. But

let’s say, the spirit is willing.

Let’s say, you’re ready to try

once more. What’s a girl to do

when faced with a half pint of

milky mollusks? 

Fry, fry again. Only this time,

take a hint from Lewis Carroll’s

gluttonous walrus, who well

advised a bit of pepper and vine-

gar to flavor the catch.  The fol-

lowing is a simple adaptation of

a New Orleans po’boy recipe

from David Rosengarten’s, It’s

All American Food: The Food

We Really Eat, the Dishes We

Will Always Love.  

For those with access to oys-

ters in the shell, this book’s ele-

gant, old fashioned recipes will

inspire you. There’s Oysters

Bienville -  oysters baked with

cream, pimentos, cheese and bell

pepper. And if you’re curious

about how to make authentic

Oysters Rockefeller, Rosen-

garten’s book is a must-read: a

morsel of history - not a bit of

spinach appears in the original

recipe from Antoine’s.

So, get reacquainted with

bivalves, though do be cautious.

Ask to see proper identification.

Never simply take a Malpeque or

Bras d’Or at his or her word. Still

waters, you know.  And by all

means, practice safe shucking. 

Fried Oysters

Dredging in a cornmeal mix

instead of coating with a serious

flour and egg batter makes

preparation a snap. Serves two.

1 dozen oysters, shucked

Tabasco sauce

1 tablespoon Lemon juice

1 cup cornmeal

1/3 cup flour

½  to 1 teaspoon black pepper

Pinch of cayenne

Onion and/or garlic powders

Salt

Vegetable oil for frying, 

preferably corn

Drain the oysters well. Pat

dry thoroughly with paper towels

then set in a shallow bowl.

Sprinkle with a few drops of

Tabasco sauce, or a bit more if

you’re adventuresome, then add

the lemon juice. Toss well to

coat. Set aside.

Heat about an inch of corn oil

in a heavy skillet.  (I prefer corn

oil for frying and loathe canola,

though, of course, you’ll use

what you like. Olive oil would

overpower.)  Meanwhile, in

another bowl or on a dinner

plate, mix together the cornmeal,

flour, pepper to taste, cayenne, a

healthy pinch of salt and up to a

teaspoon of either or both of

onion and garlic powders.

Shake off any extra lemon

juice from the oysters and dredge

them in the seasoned cornmeal

mix, pressing lightly to be sure

they are well covered. Fry in hot

oil in batches, 4 to 6 at a time,

depending on the size of your

skillet.  Remove from the oil

when they are golden brown.

Drain on paper towels. Keep

warm in a low oven or on a plate

at the back of the range. Don’t

cover.  Serve immediately. 

A variety of sauces will

accompany these nicely.  Try my

mother’s simple mix of prepared

horseradish and ketchup blended

to taste. Or amend with a dash,

pinch, or smidgen any of the fol-

lowing: Worcestershire, Tabasco,

or chili sauces; Old Bay season-

ing or cayenne; lemon juice or

red wine vinegar; or brown or

Dijon mustard. For added inter-

est, consider a tablespoon of

chopped parsley, scallions or a

minced dill pickle.

Come to the Table

Denise Brown

New Requirements for ID’s at Border

Crossing Go Into Effect January 31

The U.S. Department of

Homeland Security (DHS) and the

Department of State  have issued a

reminder to the traveling public

that as of January 31, 2008, all

adult travelers will be required to

present proof of citizenship, such

as a birth certificate, and proof of

identity, such as a driver’s license,

when entering the United States

through land and sea ports of entry.

The change is a necessary step

to prepare travelers and ease the

transition to the future require-

ments of the Western Hemisphere

Travel Initiative (WHTI). WHTI

proposes to establish documenta-

tion requirements for travelers

entering the United States includ-

ing citizens of the U.S., Canada

and Bermuda. As recommended by

the 9/11 Commission, Congress

enacted WHTI in the Intelligence

Reform and Terrorism Prevention

Act of 2004. WHTI will result, the

notice says, in enhanced security

and increased facilitation across the

border once implemented. During

this transition, DHS and the

Department of State are attempting

to minimize the impact on legiti-

mate trade and travel.

Currently, U.S. Customs and

Border Protection officers may

accept oral declarations of citizen-

ship from U.S. and Canadian citi-

zens seeking entry into the United

States through a land or sea border.

However, as of January 31, 2008,

oral declarations of citizenship

alone will no longer be accepted.

U.S. and Canadian citizens ages 19

and older will need to present a

government-issued photo ID, such

as a driver’s license, along with

proof of citizenship, such as a birth

certificate or naturalization certifi-

cate. Children ages 18 and under

will only be required to present

proof of citizenship, such as a birth

certificate. Passports and trusted

traveler program cards including

NEXUS, SENTRI and FAST, will

continue to be accepted for cross-

border travel. All existing nonim-

migrant visa and passport require-

ments will remain in effect and will

not be altered by this change. 

Officials remind the public that

the turnaround time for a passport

is four to six weeks, so Americans

planning international travel may

wish to apply now. For information

on obtaining a U.S. Passport visit

www.travel.state.gov or call (877)

487-2778. 
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Don’t let this

happen to you!

Town of Danville PUBLIC NOTICE

According to Vermont state statute (23 VSA § 1102) vehicles left in the public

right-of-way that interfere with snowplowing operations may be towed without

warning. In addition, according to 23 VSA § 1126 it is illegal to plow snow from

private property on or across public highways. Your cooperation with Highway

Department crew members during winter storm conditions will be greatly appre-

ciated. If you have any questions concerning enforcement of these statutes

please call 684-3426. Thank you.

Danville Selectboard

Residential � Commercial

Providing all aspects of electrical work including

excavation for underground wiring and services.

Insured and licensed in 

Vermont and New Hampshire.

For prompt professional service call:

Matt Pettigrew (802) 751-8201

Danville, Vermont

Building & Remodeling

Painting & Wallpapering

Snowplowing & Sanding

EMMONS & YOUNG

CONSTRUCTION

Jim  (802) 684-3856    1154 Bruce Badger Memorial Hwy.

Dana  (802) 633-3844                          Danville, VT 05828

Y
ou may have heard the

urban legend that the Inuit

or Eskimos have a hundred

words for snow.  Sometimes this

is quoted as their expressions for

snow are a thousand or more.  In

any event, there is little or no

truth to this notion.  The Inuit

speak several languages, and if

you count the snow words in

each and add the results together,

you might get to one hundred.

We have about that many in

English.

The first reference to the

Inuit having several words for

snow was introduced in a book,

The Handbook of North

American Indians, published in

1911. Authors Franz Boas and

Edward Sapir stated the Inuit

had four words for snow, while

English only has one.  The Inuit

words were aput, snow on the

ground, qana, falling snow,

piqsirpoq, drifting snow, qimuq-

suq and snowdrift. 

In 1940, a popular article by

Benjamin Whorf stated that there

were seven different Inuit words

for snow.  By 1978, the number

was published as 50, and on

February 8, 1984, an editorial in

The New York Times gave the

number as 100. Could it be that

the Inuit were highly and lin-

guistically inventive during this

period?

If we look at our own lan-

guage, we will find a wealth of

terms describing snow or snow

conditions.  For example, words

for falling snow would include

blizzard, flurries, graupel (snow

pellets), hail, sleet, snow squalls

and rimed snow to name a few.

For snow on the ground we can

start with artificial snow, blow-

ing snow, corn snow, crust, pow-

der snow, packed powder, slush,

ice and firn.  I’m sure you can

add more to both of these lists.

Science recognizes four

classes of snowflakes, and each

class has many sub-classes.

Dendrites is a class of

snowflakes with six points, the

classic “star” shape.  Columns

are flakes that are shaped like a

six-sided column. Needles are

flakes that have one dimension

longer than the other, like a nee-

dle, and lastly there is rimed

snow.  These are snowflakes that

are coated with tiny frozen water

droplets. This class of snowflake

has passed through a cloud with

super-cooled moisture, which

adheres to the flake as it passes.

To each of these classes we can

add a variety of sub-classes.

How many words for snow in the

English language?  You can try

to count them.

A second myth is one we

have all heard: no two

snowflakes are alike. This is

pure speculation. Consider the

number of snowflakes that fall in

the average snowstorm and then

consider how many were actual-

ly examined.  For the few that

were examined, none were alike,

but this does not mean that they

all were different.  To this snow-

storm, add all of the other snow-

storms, world-wide for the last

hundred years, and we don’t

have any idea about the likeli-

hood of identical snowflakes.

There is an argument that

says that there should be many

snowflakes that are identical.

Snowflakes are frozen water.  A

water molecule, two hydrogen

atoms bonded to one oxygen

atom, has a unique form.  The

two hydrogen atoms bond to one

side of the oxygen atom at an

angle of about 105 degrees.  This

makes one side on the molecule

positively charged and the other

side negatively charged.  That

means that when molecules bond

together in a snowflake they

form a six-sided structure, a

hexagon.  This is why all snow

flakes are six-sided and maintain

that shape as they grow.

While snowflakes all start

out as a six-sided crystal, many

are broken, melted, reshaped and

reorganized as they fall to the

ground. So, not all snowflakes

have the nice shape and structure

we see in the photographs by

“Snowflake” Bentley.

To the question of identical

snow flakes:  The shape and

structure of the flake is a func-

tion of the environment in which

it was created.  The main condi-

tions are the temperature, the

wind direction and the availabil-

ity of moisture. Six-petaled ice

crystals grow in air between 0

and -3° C (32 and 27° F).  The

water vapor droplets solidify

around a dust particle, and the

crystals grow as more vapor is

added to the structure.  

At temperatures between -1

and -3° C (30 and 27° F) the

crystals form dendrite, plate

structures or six-petaled snow

flowers.  All of this points to the

idea that different snowflake

forms are created under different

conditions. 

The same conditions produce

the same snowflake structures.

Therefore, it would seem proba-

ble that under the same condi-

tions, the same snowflake crystal

configuration would form many

times.  This would lead to the

conclusion that many

snowflakes would form that

were alike.  

Having two identical

snowflakes would not violate

any known law of science. The

American Meteorological

Society reported a matched pair

of crystals discovered in

Wisconsin in 1988 by Nancy

Knight of the National Center

for Atmospheric Research.

However, fine definitions come

into play, in that those crystals

were not flakes but hollow

hexagonal prisms. Do these

count?

Some might not know about

the snow research station in the

highland of Danville.  The proj-

ect included research as to how

best to measure snow fall, snow

packs, snow density and snow

surface temperature. The project

was part of a larger undertaking,

the Sleepers River Watershed

Project. 

An interesting winter project,

when there is nothing else to do,

would be to go out in the next

snow storm and collect as many

snow flakes as possible and look

for symmetry. This could be a

project for the whole family.

Finally, we are always look-

ing for records, and here are a

couple of good ones.  In the win-

ter of 1998 -99, the Mount Baker

Ski Area, outside Bellingham,

WA, received 1,140 inches of

snow. That’s 95 feet.  The

Guinness Book of World Records

says that the record for the

world’s largest snow flake was

set in January of 1887 in Keogh,

MT. There were flakes at the

time measuring 15 inches across.

SSttrriinngg  WWoorrtthh  SSaavviinnggSSttrriinngg  WWoorrtthh  SSaavviinngg

Bill Christiansen

TThhee  rreeccoorrdd  ffoorr  tthhee

wwoorrlldd’’ss  llaarrggeesstt

ssnnooww  ffllaakkee  wwaass  sseett

iinn  JJaannuuaarryy  ooff  11888877

iinn  KKeeoogghh,,  MMTT..

TThheerree  wweerree  ffllaakkeess

aatt  tthhee  ttiimmee  mmeeaass--

uurriinngg  1155  iinncchheess

aaccrroossss..
With the threat of a potential-

ly record-breaking snowfall this

winter, farmers and homeowners

should take precautions to avoid

the collapse of barn roofs.

It’s important to understand

how much weight your barn can

withstand and what to do to keep

livestock safe. Many agricultural

buildings in Vermont are

designed for total roof load of 30

to 40 pounds per square foot.

This includes the “dead” weight

of the framing, trusses, rafters

and ceiling. Add to this two or

more feet of heavy snow, and the

weight on the structure begins to

exceed its carrying capacity. 

Another important considera-

tion in snow loads is that a roof

may be able to hold a heavy load

for some period of time, howev-

er, it may not be able to support

the elevated weight load for the

rest of the winter or through

another storm that produces sig-

nificant additional accumulation.

A roof can loose its structural

integrity after about 30 days if it

is not cleared. The threat of

extreme conditions makes it

imperative to remove the snow

from the building as soon as pos-

sible.

“Removing snow from the

roof of any structure as it accu-

mulates is the best way to avoid

a collapse and potential damage

or injury to you and your live-

stock,” advises Anson Tebbetts,

deputy secretary for the Agency

of Agriculture. 

When clearing snow from a

roof, work to ensure an even

unloading from both sides at a

time. Work in pairs, and use a

safety line when clearing steep

pitched roofs. Plan an escape

route before you begin, and keep

personal safety the first priority.

The center of the rafters and the

center of the building are the

weak points. Some recommend

keeping 4x4 or 6x6 poles on

hand to place under every fourth

rafter, or along the center of the

roof line. This will provide addi-

tional strength to your roof. 

If you are unsure about the

structural integrity of your barn

you may want to consult an

experienced builder or engineer

to assess the condition of the

building. Even barns that have

survived the last storm may have

gradual deterioration or hidden

structural damage that might not

be apparent until the next snow-

fall. A professional engineer can

provide a structural review of

your building and assist with a

recommendation for improve-

ments, if they are necessary.

Snow Loads Threaten Barn Roofs 
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WESTERN AVENUE STATION

“your friendly full service station”

Specializing in

� Exhaust systems

� Brakes

“See Dan

the Muffler Man”

Danny Lapierre,

Mechanic

13 Western Ave. � St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 � (802) 748-2339

Appalachian Supply Inc.
Wholesale - Retail

Plumbing, Heating & Electrical Supplies

4581 Memorial Drive

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

(802) 748-4513

Rte. 302

Littleton, NH 03561

(603) 444-6336

Danville

Congregational

Church

United Church of Christ

An Open and Affirming Congregation

Rev. Douglas Carter

Pastor

Please Join Us

for Worship 

at 10:30 a.m. and

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.

Bring your family.

(802) 684-2176  

Photos Courtesy of Merton Leonard

Sometimes as we look ahead into a New Year it’s tempting to look back and think about changes

that have occurred. Change generally does lead in the direction of improvement, but the good ol’

days still haunt us as somehow better. This photo and the one on the next page recently caught

our attention for the similarities and the differences. In about 1908, Eastern Avenue in St.

Johnsbury enjoyed the shade of mature elm trees and far less traffic squeezed against the curbs.

The New Avenue House Hotel beckoned travelers from the St. Johnsbury Railroad Station and

people traveled on foot or by horsedrawn vehicles. The Avenue was not paved, but on this day

there appear to be tracks of the occasional automobile and there is that hint of change to come.

LEONARD PERRY 

Did you know that greenhous-

es as we know them had their ori-

gins in the 1600’s? The purpose of

the first such structures was the

same - to protect plants during

winter and to grow plants outside

of their native environments. 

The first greenhouses were

those of the Romans who used

mica coverings to grow cucum-

bers. Later the Italians and French

had primitive greenhouses, with

the earliest record from France of a

south-facing glass pavilion dating

to 1385.

Early greenhouses were con-

structed by the northern Europeans

in the 17th and 18th centuries to

grow oranges, a fruit exotic to the

area. They called the structures

“orangeries” and built them of

glass and masonry and heated

them with stoves. The earliest

orangeries were in Holland, but

shortly after they appeared in

England. The orangery at Kew

Gardens in England was built in

1761. At the time it was the largest

glass greenhouse in England. 

Peasants could not afford

greenhouses, given the high cost

of materials. Thus, it became a sta-

tus symbol, especially among the

aristocracy, to own an orangery.

Plants were usually grown in large

tubs, wheeled outside during sum-

mer.

Alexander I, the Russian czar,

had three. An enormous one was

built at the Palace of Versailles in

France. It measured 500 feet long,

42 feet wide and 700 feet high.

Even the father of our country,

George Washington, had a green-

house at his home, Mount Vernon.

Washington called his a pinery,

since he built it to grow pineap-

ples, his favorite fruit. Pineries

were popular abroad due to the

popularity and the expense of this

“new” fruit. A single pineapple in

England during the latter part of

the 18th century might cost the

equivalent of $10,000 today. You

wouldn’t have wanted to waste

one.

By the middle of the 19th cen-

tury, the popularity of greenhouses

had reached its peak. What’s more,

materials became less expensive

and more readily available, so

greenhouses and growing plants

under glass were no longer a pas-

time limited to the wealthy. 

There was competition among

cities and countries to build con-

servatories. These housed exotic,

non-native plants as well as com-

mon varieties, and were open to

the public. One of the most famous

was London’s Crystal Palace, built

in 1851. One of the largest remain-

ing Victorian glasshouses in the

world, recently renovated, can be

seen at the New York Botanical 

(See One of the on Next Page)

VAN PARKER

Migratory birds have long since departed to Florida, Central America

or wherever they spend their winter. People who go south have already

gone. Naturalists tell us most animals slow down during this season. Bears

hibernate. Crickets come in from the cold before the cold does them in.

Leafy trees have long since shed their leaves. Even the evergreens are in a

kind of holding pattern. 

Of course life goes on. In the country, as everywhere else, people get

up and go to work. Cows always have to be milked. Mail is delivered, and

roads get cleared of snow. In this part of the world outdoor types ski and

snowmobile. Political primaries go on in Iowa and New Hampshire. Non-

retired people go to their jobs just as they do any other time of the year.

Business people travel, even though some flights are canceled. Meetings

and social occasions of all sorts continue. But, if we follow the rhythms of

nature even a little, pausing and reflecting a bit might do us some good, 

Monks at the Weston Priory in Weston, VT have composed many

albums. One of those albums has the intriguing title “Winter’s Coming

Home.”

That’s an unusual name for a song.  For over a dozen years our fami-

ly has gathered in Danville during the holidays. Usually there’s at least a

little snow on the ground. The house gets crowded, but nobody seems to

mind as we all come and go, skiing, walking, going to a Christmas Eve

service or just “hanging out.”  We don’t call it a homecoming, but it has

that feeling to it.

I wonder if that song about winter has another dimension. One image

that comes to my mind is that of a store that is closed for a few days while

the owners take inventory. How much do we have? How much do we real-

ly need? What can we add? What can we get rid of?  What new ideas can

we try?

I used to think that making New Year’s resolutions was a futile exer-

cise.  Now I’m beginning to have more respect for such resolutions.

Maybe some resolutions spring from a kind of stocktaking, the kind of

stocktaking that a cold northern winter and a look at nature can encourage.

The monks at Weston seem to think that winter offers a chance to be atten-

tive to the people around us and to the sort of activities that come to us

most naturally. What can we let go? What can we do without? What truly

energizes us?

It’s easy to see changes in the spring. The landscape is a little different

each day. Spring is when everything that appeared dormant comes to life.

But winter is the time when, unseen, the changes begin. Blueberries, for

instance, need a certain number of “freeze hours” to have a good crop.

Nature rests. Of course it doesn’t “take stock” the way people do, nor, as

far as we know, do animals make resolutions.  But winter still has a home-

coming quality about it. It’s a time that can be used for turning, for mak-

ing resolutions, some of which we might even keep.

Life Seems to Pause 

In the Winter

Orangeries and Greenhouses
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Danville Restaurant & Inn
Casual Dining � Lodging � Fully Licensed

FRIDAY NIGHT SPECIAL

Chicken Pie Buffet  $9.95

SATURDAY NIGHT BUFFET: $11.95 

Breakfast: Tuesday - Saturday  7 - 11 a.m.

Lunch: Tuesday - Friday  11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Dinner Reservations are a must.

Main Street, Danville VT

(802) 684-3484
Steve A. Cobb, owner

Justice of the Peace & Notary Public

Weddings/Civil Unions

By appointment or by chance

SSttuuaarrtt  VV..  CCoorrssoo,,  DD..MM..DD..
�������������������������������������������������

G E N E R A L  A N D  F A M I LY  D E N T I S T R Y

31 Mountain View Drive

Danville, VT

(802) 684-1133

*  Offer Expires January 31, 2008

Dr. Mark A. Leipert

Dr. Richard Leven

Dr. Stephen Feltus

Dr. Rebecca Hogan

Dr. Andrew Ishak

Peter Boyle, Optician

25%
OFF

All Flexible

Eyewear

MICHAEL K. WALSH & SON, Builders

New Construction � Remodeling � Renovations

Finish Work � Decks �Wallpapering � etc.

� Call Now for Winter Projects

Solid reputation of quality workmanship,

reasonable rates and dependability

Over 25 years of experience     (802) 684-3977 Danville, VT

Not far from the New Avenue House Hotel was Sheldon’s. Sheldon’s had a telephone. And just to

the south below the laundry drying on the second floor porch is a garage, where tires are adver-

tised for sale and automotive services were available to guests at either hotel. Our friend and a

reliable source of Vermont history, Graham Newell, remembers that in one of these basement

spaces there was a Chinese laundry, where some poor fellow was murdered in the 1920’s, per-

haps having run afoul of the nightly card game traditions managed by the St. Johnsbury power

brokers of the day.

Dear Shrinks,

My boyfriend and I have lived together for three years. We have

started talking seriously about marriage. I am hesitant to take this step,

mostly because of a difference we have. 

“Harry” is devoted to the

book The Lord of the Rings, a

book he has read any number of

times. And now he loves the

three movies made from the

books. I never let him know how

silly and childish I find this story,

and how hard it is for me to

admire any grown man who rev-

els in a story about elves and

trolls and orcs and other utterly

fantastic creatures. 

I guess I can’t change his

taste in entertainment, but maybe

if I could understand his fascina-

tion it could ease my opinion. 

I Hate the Ring

Dear I Hate the Ring, 

It is probably true that you cannot change Harry’s taste in enter-

tainment. Let us see if any explanation of ours can change your opin-

ion.

One definition of humanity is that we are the story-telling animal.

We tell stories to establish our roots, our history. We tell stories to con-

firm the themes and principles we live by (our myths and fairy tales).

Indeed, one of us has studied fairytales because they are considered by

some therapists to be instructions for human development. And we tell

and read and watch stories to entertain ourselves, to confirm and sat-

isfy our fantasies (our inner stories) and also to enrich our imagina-

tion.  

It is true that some people cannot tolerate any form of fiction.

Some enjoy only romances, some only tales of war or fantasy or sci-

ence fiction or newspapers or westerns. Some enjoy a rich mix of

many forms of stories. Books could be written about what in our

genes and our childhoods leads us to prefer a particular form of story.

Perhaps it would be easier for you if you considered that you would-

n’t expect everyone to have the same taste in music, art or fashion.

And you wouldn’t think that one style was better than another. 

There is something else we feel we need to mention. You have

lived with Harry for three years and are concerned about his taste in

stories although you have not discussed this with him. We wonder if

there are more pressing and serious issues in your relationship that

disturb you and the irritation with stories is a cover for those. Or per-

haps you are using a superficial issue to feel upset about and thus

question marriage. If either of these rings true for you we wonder if

considering marriage is premature and you have more self discovery

to do. Time to delve into your own story?

Alice S. Kitchel & Burton Zahler who each have a psychotherapy

practice in St. Johnsbury.

(Continued from Page 22)

Garden. 

Today, greenhouses are com-

mon virtually everywhere, used

both by commercial businesses

and homeowners to start plants,

grow plants out of season, and dis-

play heat-loving tropicals and

exotics. Greenhouses come in all

sizes and forms from large, free-

standing structures to ones that fit

into an apartment window. Small

ones for starting and hardening

seedlings in spring can be pur-

chased for a few hundred

dollars. Attached greenhouses are

popular with home gardeners, as

they can be added to a house to

form another room, which also can

Ask the Shrinks
Alice  S. Kitchel and Burton Zahler

II  gguueessss  II  ccaann’’tt

cchhaannggee  hhiiss  ttaassttee  iinn

eenntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt,,  bbuutt

mmaayybbee  iiff  II  ccoouulldd

uunnddeerrssttaanndd  hhiiss  ffaass--

cciinnaattiioonn  iitt  ccoouulldd

eeaassee  mmyy  ooppiinniioonn..

be used as a sun room.

Leonard Perry, Ph.D., is exten-

sion professor in the department of

plant and soil science at the

University of Vermont.

Open Tuesday - Saturday 

9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Sunday 1 - 5 p.m.

Open Mondays 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

mid-May through mid-October

Planetarium shows:

Saturday & Sunday at 1:30

One of the Most Famous

Greenhouses Was London’s

Crystal Palace
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Dussault’s

Heating

Sales

Service

Installation

�Thermo Pride Furnaces

�Peerless Boilers

Box 301

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

(802) 748-4945

24 hour service

�� Painting & Staining 

�� Interior & Exterior

�� Power Washing   

�� Sheet Rock Repair

�� Quality Work 

�� Free Estimates 

�� Fully Insured 

Doug Winseck   (802) 626-4071  East Burke

BERKSHIREBERKSHIRE

PPAINTING CORPORAAINTING CORPORATIONTION

David Toll, M.D.

Pediatrics
1394 Main Street

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

(802) 748-2348

HAPPY NEW YEAR...

Monday-Friday 8:30-5:30     Saturday 8:30-1

(802) 748-0010

M
O

RRISON'S FEED BAG

St. Johnsbury, Vermont

Wood Pellets $4.99/bag

Wood Shavings $3.97/bag

Stall Mats $31.99

Straw Bedding $5.97

BIG VARIETY of Bird Seed and Bird Feeders

Expanded

Horse Supply
Selections

Now carrying

Science Diet
Pet Foods

ELLEN GOLD

January 1, 2007: 30° and a

coating of ice cover the first day of

2007. Our south windows are total-

ly opaqued with a stippled layer of

ice. It looks like Jack Frost got car-

ried away with his own celebration

ringing out the old and welcoming

in the New Year. Hopefully the

thermometer will rise and melt off

our icy imprisonment. It doesn’t

look like we can count on the sun

to do so today. The thermometer

reached only 34°. That was not

enough to release the ice encrusted

trees, but fortunately it did bring

down the roof ice. Huge slabs

came cascading down in a forceful

roar, crashing and shattering like

broken glass. At least we don’t

need to worry about all that weight

remaining on the roof.

January 2, 2007: It’s almost 5

o’clock, and there’s still a bit of

winter sunset glow. The days are

growing longer, a welcomed con-

solation as the coldest months pre-

vail. The nearly full moon has risen

just as the sun set. Fresh snow

strengthens the moon’s bright bea-

con. It also is giving slight pur-

chase to the slippery layer of ice

that hasn’t had a chance to melt.

Roof ice hangs midair from the

cooler, shadier north side of the

house. Winter is always full of sur-

prises. Even the Big Dipper hangs

in its question mark phase, won-

dering what will happen next.

January 4, 2007: A gentle,

radiant, diffused sunrise greets the

day. As the sun climbs above the

horizon, long shooting beams burst

through the clouds. January sky

shows have been magnificent at

both ends of the day. Last night’s

full moonrise prolonged the light

show with clouds just above tree

line. Once the moon found a clear

path, it cast incredibly distinct

moon shadows. Its beacon was so

bright that it brought out the

sparkle in the snow. At ground

level, the ice remains. My cautious

walk to the compost bin yesterday

was a crunchy adventure as I broke

through frozen layers to terra firma.

January 6, 2007: 47° and rain.

Fortunately the rain is washing

away that slick coating of ice.

Walking to the mailbox yesterday

was a treacherous affair. I probably

should have used my snowshoes

for their ice cleats, but they are still

stored away. We have yet to have

enough snow to warrant snow-

shoes. It was likewise tricky driv-

ing out to the road. I had to disen-

gage the traction control and whine

and whir up the slippery drive to

the well-sanded road. Hopefully

the rain and warmer weather will

hold until the ice is gone. Then of

course, we’ll need dry weather

before the temperature drops or

we’ll be back to where we started.

Meanwhile, we’re fogged in. High

of 53° on the hill today. It looks,

feels and smells like spring. We’re

having our January thaw and seri-

ous mud season all rolled into one,

and it’s only the 6th day of January.

January 7, 2007: Now that’s

what I like about living in Danville.

We phoned over to West Danville

yesterday to see how long the post

office was open on Saturday. It was

about 11:25 and the post office had

closed at 11:15. The post mistress

however was going to be there a

while yet so she said to hurry on

down and she would weigh and

post our package. I guess that’s the

advantage of having the old post

office situated inside the general

store. What great and friendly serv-

ice.

January 10, 2007: Our snow

birds, the juncos, are out frolicking

in the falling snow. Reading Hal

Borland’s description has helped

solve an identity mystery. The spar-

row-looking bird that arrived en

masse as winter was setting in

could very well have been juvenile

juncos: “... the young snowbird ...

dressed in juvenile plumage ...

looks, at first glance, like that of the

adult song sparrow, streaked and

speckled.” It’s finally beginning to

look and feel like winter. After our

touch of mud season and rapid

freezing afterwards, the roads are a

mess. Frozen troughs make for a

slow and bumpy ride. Hopefully

the snow will fill in to smooth out

the ridges. A pass or two with the

snow plow should help to even out

the road. Brrr, it’s down to 7°

tonight. We have the stove cranked

up and watched a DVD wrapped

up in our snuggle sacks. Now that’s

January in Vermont the way it’s

meant to be.

January 16, 2007:Anippy 11°

this morning. After too many over-

cast days, it looks as though we

might see some sunshine today. We

have a fresh base of 4 to 5 inches of

snow. Unfortunately it’s topped by

a layer of freezing rain but that in

turn is getting a little fresh powder.

I think we can finally get out the

snowshoes and enjoy the winter

woods. Yesterday it was exercise

enough just shoveling and snow-

blowing.

January 17, 2007: Minus 10°.

Now that’s winter. A feint ice bow

frames the rising sun. This is the

first subzero reading I’ve seen on

our new thermometer. There’s a

very polite, rather inconspicuous

dash that seems to shyly announce

that the temperature has dropped

below zero. In Vermont we’re usu-

ally more boastful and boisterous

about our weather extremes. We

did get out for our first snowshoe

of the season yesterday. It was a bit

blustery in the open but very pleas-

ant in the protection of the woods.

We are laying out a circular path

that connects out to the main log-

ging road, climbs the hill and then

circles back through our woods.

The layers of snow, ice and more

snow made for crunchy but sturdy

footing. If the sun stays out a bit

today, we may give it another go.

January 20, 2007: 11° this

blustery morning. Snow continues

to fall, and the wind sends it spew-

ing every which way. There’s a

melodious uproar, whistling down

the chimney. Our well-trodden

snowshoe path has been wiped

clean so we’ll need to make a fresh

start there. The drive and stairs

need to be cleared, but it’s a wasted

effort until the wind dies down.

Five o’clock and it’s still light out.

Those are the only encouraging

words I can conjure up for this dis-

mal day.

January 23, 2007: 32° with

the sun partially muted by thin

clouds. Today was the first time I

could linger a bit while snowshoe-

The shortest day (and the longest night) of the year were on the December 20 in 2007. As the Earth

orbits the sun over the course of the year, the north-south position, the elevation, of the sun changes due

to the changing orientation of the Earth's axis with respect to the sun. The dates of maximum tilt of the

Earth's axis correspond to the summer solstice and winter solstice. In winter in the northern hemi-

sphere, the shadows seem extremely long as the sun appears to struggle to get above the horizon. In

summer the sun seems much higher, and shadows cast, especially at midday, are short.

The winter solstice marks the first day of winter. 

Walden Hill

Journal
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LISTEN TO JOSH THOMAS 

WEEKDAYS FROM 6:00 - 9:00 A.M. 

AND HEAR GREAT MUSIC, 

LOCAL NEWS, SPORTS AND 

TONS OF CHANCES TO WIN PRIZES.

Route 5, Lyndonville, VT

(802) 626-9396

Happy

New Year

Protecting families and businesses

in Vermont and New Hampshire

for over a century.

Go to KinneyPike.com or call

(800) 639-1010 in St. Johnsbury

Six offices statewide: Burlington, Poultney, Randolph, 

Rutland, St. Johnsbury & White River Jct.

Protect your dream home 

with a name 

you can trust...

SUPPLIES

Peter Hopkins

13 Raymond Street

Lyndonville, VT

05851

Phone (802) 626-5555

Night (802) 626-8042

ing. The bitter cold that had kept

me moving has abated for now. I

learned from an interesting article

in “Northern Woodlands” maga-

zine, to be on the lookout for

“walkovers,” broken-down

saplings that twig eaters have bent

and broken to browse on the more

nutritious upper twig ends. Sure

enough I found several, the best

example showing bare, polished

spots on the trunk where deer or

moose had rubbed their antlers.

Nearby was a beech tree with claw

marks where a bear had sharpened

his claws or marked his territory. I

got an aerobic workout climbing

up the road and a nice cool down

returning downhill through the

woods. I’m beginning to get the

occasional scent of skunk. They

usually aren’t out mating until

February, but these extreme fluctu-

ations in temperature may be

throwing off their internal clocks.

January 31, 2007: I’ve just

returned from a sunny but cool

week in Florida; well - cool by

Florida standards. While I was

experiencing low 40’s, Jeff was in

the midst of a brutal, subzero cold

snap. He remembers at least minus

11° with wind-chill bringing the

temperature down further. Every

morning saw the minus sign on our

thermometer. I braved the Florida

“cold” with my wind breaker and

headed onto the boardwalk in the

Wakadahatchee Wetlands. One

stroll was near sundown when

birds were gracefully flocking to

fill the island trees. I watched a pair

of great blue herons mating and

nest building. Nearby Anhingas

displayed their exquisite emerald

green eye ring, which is indicative

of their mating “attire.”

Throughout my walk, I was sur-

rounded by a symphony of bird

sounds as flocks returned to roost

for the night. There was a huge

wood stork, cranes and of course

the common but elegant variety of

herons, egrets, ibises and anhingas.

I also took a cool (52°) morning

walk. Two alligators were high on

the mud banks, warming in the full

sun. One was a youngster about 6

to 8 feet long, the other seemed

huge in comparison. He was at

least 1½  to 2 times longer than the

“smaller” gator and the same again

in width and girth. Turtles were

sunning nearby but not too close.

One gator’s eyes were closed, but

the other’s were open, watching the

turtles in case one carelessly ven-

tured closer by. The trees were bare

except for a few nest sitters. Some

newly hatched chicks were stretch-

ing their beaks, demanding food

from their attending parents who

kept rearranging themselves to

keep the chicks warm and protect-

ed. Vigilant hawks perched on

poles high above and vultures con-

tinually soared overhead.

To view an extended version of

this month’s Journal with addition-

al photos, go to www.jeffgold-

graphics.com and click on “The

View from Vermont.”

Photos By: Jeff Gold

“We did get out for our first snowshoe of the season.”

Once I had the chance to read with some neighbors Dylan

Thomas’ A Child’s Christmas in Wales, and as the clan gathers

again I’m drifting into my own child’s ... 

Years and Years and Years Ago . . .

We took a cutter ride on a crisp white day

When I was a boy on the farm

and bundled up under the buffalo robe.

We were cozy and safe and warm.

The mare was young and frisky,

And her trot was full of spice,

And she sailed along on the narrow lane

’til she stepped on a patch of ice.

And over we went, the horse and the sleigh

and Pa, Ma, Sis and I 

All tangled up in the buffalo robe 

In a drift with our feet in the sky.

Well I don’t remember what happened next,

But then it was fuzzy and warm

At home in the kitchen by the stove,

And the mare was safe in the barn.

Don Tescher

This poem appears in Don Tescher’s popular collection, 

Without Further Ado, reprinted and available again. 

See page 12.



26 The North Star Monthly    January 2008

SSeett  yyoouurr  ddiiaall  ttoo  VVeerrmmoonntt  PPuubblliicc  RRaaddiioo  

8888..55  FFMM  SStt..  JJoohhnnssbbuurryy;;  9944..33  FFMM  BBeennnniinnggttoonn;;  9944..55  FFMM  BBrraattttlleebboorroo;;  

110077..99  FFMM  BBuurrlliinnggttoonn;;  9922..55  FFMM  MMaanncchheesstteerr;;  9955..33  FFMM  MMiiddddlleebbuurryy;;  

9944..11  FFMM  MMoonnttppeelliieerr;;    8888..77  FFMM  RRuuttllaanndd;;  oorr  8899..55  FFMM  WWiinnddssoorr..

VVPPRR  CCllaassssiiccaall  CCoonnttaacctt  VVPPRR..NNEETT  ffoorr  ddeettaaiillss..

“Your Clear Choice in Auto Glass Replacement”

Windshield World
“We Come to You”

�FREE COURTESY CAR OR MOBILE SERVICE

�INSURANCE APPROVED FOR DIRECT BILLING

�WRITTEN WARRANTY

�ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT SAFETY GLASS

�LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

BARRE 479-0666

HARDWICK 472-5554

WHITE RIVER JCT. 295-9903

NEWPORT 334-1348

GORHAM, NH 752-1414

DIAL TOLL FREE

800-639-0666
“PROMPT FRIENDLY SERVICE”

ST. JOHNSBURY

371 Memorial Drive � 748-3310

S
kiing, snowshoeing, snow-

mobiling and the like all keep

us active in the cold and snowy

month of January. They are good

activities for the body and soul.

But, for the cook, nothing is as

comforting as spending a day in

the kitchen. The warmth of the

stove while preparing favorite

foods of family and friends is a

perfect foil to the blustery weath-

er outside. It’s better than a warm

fuzzy blanket. 

I like to long cook a dish on

top of the stove while baking

bread or sweets in the oven. The

method that works best for this

enterprise is braising. It is a sim-

ple way to make a complex dish

and produces a comfort food that

is hard to beat.

Braising Notes:

Braising is a moist cooking

process that will tame even the

toughest cut of meat. These cuts

tend to be less expensive – a

bonus for the cook. 

Braising is similar to using a

crock pot. But, I think the true

braising method on top of the

stove produces a far superior

product. A crock pot tends to

steam the food, whereas braising

creates a flavor enhancing reduc-

tion of the sauce that cannot be

duplicated. 

Cuts of meat recommended

for braising are: Beef - pot

roasts, briskets, short ribs,

shanks and so forth; Veal and

Lamb: shanks, blade roast and

shoulders, etc.; Pork: picnics,

ribs and hocks; Poultry: legs and

thighs of chicken, turkey, duck

and pheasant. You can also braise

certain vegetables, just remem-

ber they take considerable less

time. Leeks and endive are two

vegetables most commonly

braised.

Lamb shanks become tender

and develop deep flavors in this

dish. Braising allows us to take

this very tough cut and turn it

into a culinary masterpiece. If

lamb does not appeal to you, use

veal or beef shanks. You can fol-

low this same method for many

meats. 

3-4 lamb shanks

4 carrots – peeled and finely 

diced

2 medium onions – thinly

sliced

1 bunch scallions – chopped

2 celery ribs – diced

3 garlic cloves - chopped

4 tablespoons butter

4 tablespoons olive oil

1 quart beef stock (the boxed

stock is fine)

2 cups red wine

¼ cup chopped parsley

½ teaspoon dried thyme

Heat the oil in a large skillet.

Dredge the shanks in flour, and

brown on all sides. Set aside. In a

large sauce pan (large enough to

hold all the shanks) lightly

brown the garlic in the butter.

Add the carrots, onions, scallions

and celery and cook over medi-

um heat until the vegetable soft-

en. Add the shanks to the pan and

pour in 1 cup of the wine and 1 to

2 cups of the broth. The liquid

should not cover all the ingredi-

ents (like in a soup) but provide a

moist atmosphere that will cook

the shanks and not dry out too

quickly. Add the parsley and

thyme and cover. Cook over low

to medium heat for about 2½

hours. You will want to check the

contents every 15 minutes or so

to make sure there is enough liq-

uid in the pan. You want this liq-

uid to reduce, but not stick to the

bottom of the pan. When it starts

to get low – add the remaining

wine and as much broth as you

need.

It is done when the meat is

falling off the bone and all the

flavors have melded together to

make a rich sauce. 

I like to take about half the

sauce and puree it in the food

processor or use an immersion

mixer to puree it right in the pan.

It makes the sauce nice and thick

without having to add any bind-

ing agent. Serve over rice or

polenta or with that bread you

were baking while tending to the

braised meat. For a very hearty

January meal cook some barley

in broth and serve it with this

dish.

This dish sounds as elegant

as “Pheasant under Glass” and is

certainly every bit as delicious. It

is also very good made with rab-

bit. The faint hint of the wild in

these meats is a perfect match for

Champagne. Use the best

Champagne you can afford for

this dish or – there are some

Spanish sparkling wines (from

Cava) that are very good in this

dish.

1-2 pheasant cut into pieces

1 quart chicken stock 

(homemade is best, but 

the boxed is fine)

1 teaspoon dried thyme

¼ cup fresh parsley – chopped

6 scallions - chopped

2 onions – thinly sliced and

chopped

6 tablespoons butter

1 bottle “Champagne”

Salt and pepper to taste

Melt two tablespoons of the

butter in a large sauté pan.

Dredge the pheasant in flour and

brown on all sides. Set aside. In a

large sauce pan, cook the onions

and scallions in the rest of the

butter until soft. Add the thyme,

parsley and the pheasant to the

sauce pan, and pour in 2 cups of

champagne and two cups of

broth. Let simmer on the stove-

top for about 1½ hours checking

occasionally for a proper level of

liquid. If it is low just add a little

of each (Champagne and broth)

to the pot. Just before it is done

adjust for salt and pepper. If the

sauce is not thickened enough -

reduce it on the stovetop in a sep-

arate pan. Pour back on top of the

pheasant.

Before service sprinkle with

a little chopped parsley, and

serve with a seasonal vegetable

and baked sweet potatoes.

This is truly a French dish,

and it goes well with many dish-

es including the two braised

meats above.

8 medium whole endive

3 tablespoons of butter

¼ cup chicken stock or water

1 teaspoon salt

2 teaspoons sugar

½ lemon fresh squeezed lemon 

juice

pepper

Slice off ¼ inch off the ends

of the endive and cut up into the

core a bit. Make sure you keep

the endive whole. In a deep sided

sauté pan melt the butter and

sauté the endive until lightly

browned. Put the rest of ingredi-

ents on top of the endive, cover

and cook for about 20 minutes.

The endive will be soft to the

touch. 

Simple and delicious.

No Small Potatoes

Vanna Guldenschuh

Braised Pheasant 

with Champagne

Braised Lamb Shanks

Braised Endive
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GGooooddrriicchh’’ss  MMaappllee  FFaarrmm
22442277  UUSS  RRtt..  22,,  CCaabboott,,  VVTT  0055664477

((880022))  442266--33338888
goodrichsmaple@yahoo.com    www.goodrichmaplefarm.com

AWARD-WINNING MAPLE SYRUP & PRODUCTS

Open Monday-Saturday 9-5, Closed Sundays & Holidays

Custom Tubing Installation & Consultation

Retail  Wholesale  Mail Order

Sugaring Equipment & Supplies:

Containers, Tanks, Vacuum Pumps 

and MUCH more.
Visit our expanded showroom for all your sugaring needs.

New & Used Equipment

THURSTON AUTO SALES
Ernie Thurston and Bill Dimick

Used Cars and Trucks

BUY - SELL - TRADE

Appraisal Services

P.O. Box 12

1320 Memorial Drive

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

thurstonauto@earthlink.net

Cell: 802-922-4062

Office: 802-748-6373

Fax: 802-748-2815

DANVILLE
SELF

STORAGE

26 units

from 5X10 to 10X30
Route 2 West,

Danville, VT

Clean, Dry, Inside Storage

Your Own Lock & Key

Carmen Calkins

PO Box 96

Danville, VT 05828

(802) 684-3865

M
ore than 200 men from

Caledonia County rushed

to California after gold was

found at Sutter’s Mill in 1848.

Danville men hoping to gain

their “pile,” as gold fortunes

were labeled, included John K.

Batchelder, Ira Hill, Orin and

Steven Langmaid, Joel Sanborn

and Isaac and James Stanton.

One group left Danville in the

spring of 1852, went to New

York, boarded a clipper

ship and sailed around

Cape Horn.  

Fortunately, the

Sanborn family pre-

served more than a

half dozen letters

penned by Joel R.

Sanborn (1806-

1818) to his family

in North Danville,

and especially to

his wife, Charlotte

Haviland (1809-

1892), of more than

20 years.  Joel, one of

the oldest miners at

46, left his wife preg-

nant with their eighth

child. For $150 for the

year, he hired his oldest son,

Warren (born 1833), to farm

their land.  The Sanborn family

was among the earliest settlers of

North Danville.  In 1852 Joel and

Charlotte felt the California gold

mines presented a possible

opportunity for advancement.

Charlotte especially reminded her

husband of their “mutual desire”

for a large home and easier life.

The Danville company

arrived in San Francisco on

December 6, 1852, and three

weeks later, Joel wrote the fol-

lowing letter home.  In all his let-

ters, Joel reported on his health –

often poor – and his desire to

return to Vermont.  Once he

admitted: “I never knew how to

prize home and friends till I came

to this Country.”  

He often asked for news

about his North Danville farm –

had they hay enough, had they

killed the old mare and how

much sugar had they made.

Before Joel left Vermont,

Charlotte wrote in his Bible:

“When this you see, remember

me,” and he wrote of finding her

note “with pleasure” and how he

had “read it over and over.”

By October 1853 Joel’s

health had improved, and he took

a job chopping wood at $2.50 a

cord.  By December he had made

$380 at the same business.

Finally in spring 1854, he

returned home with gifts for his

wife and children, and “some raw

gold to have made into things at

home.”

There is no record as how

Joel struck it rich, whether in the

mines or by working steadily at

good paying jobs. Not finding

banks reliable in Vermont, he

kept his money hidden, and thus

the town listers, did not know

myself, Stephen Langmaid and

James Stanton took the stage and

gave Sixteen Dollars for our ride

each   

I spent all my money and

borrowed twenty five Dollars   I

have just earned enough to pay

my borrowed money that I

earned in seven days   I was sick

about ten days on the boat and

about as long after I landed but

my health is now verry good

Steven is on the gaine but verry

home sick   Steven got verry sick

riding on the stage part the way

he lay in my lap and the rest of

the way we held him up   John K

has had the chills to day is the

first day that he has don[e]

anything   this day I was

sent out prospecting I

have not taken any

claim yet and

labor is hard

to be found

at present

but we

hope for

better

times   it

has rained

every day

for a fort-

night the

weather now

looks tolerably

fare but the roads

ar[e] verry bad and

hard getting provisions

up to the mines

I will just give you a dis-

cription of produce to begin with

board is Twelve Dollars a week

and lay on the flore and the talk

is it will be Sixteen Dollars a

week   flour is one hundred

Dollars a barrel pork fifty cts a

pound corn meal 35 cts beans 30

cts potatoes 25 cts a pound or fif-

teen Dollars a bushel butter one

dollar a pound sugar 25 cts &

molasses three Dollars a gallon,

dried apple 30 cts beef 25 cts

eggs three Dollars a dozen and

all provisions are hard to be got

at that but I am not discouraged

yet although if I had known half

as much as my wife I never

should showd my head in

California    mother, if I thought

you would be willing, I should

come home as s[o]on as I got

money enough I tell you I have

seen hard times   tell Warren

[son] to be thankful that he did-

not come if he had he would

[have] starved to death   I may

come home in the spring and I

may stay till a year from april   I

may bring back as much money

as I brought away and I may not

tell brother Jonathan not to think

of coming to California untill he

hears from me I shall write to

him the next steamer   Direct

your letter to Woods Crossings,

California

it looks verry dark now but I

may do well yet   Charlotte you

must not be discouraged for I

shall do the best I can if I dont

get money here I can get a living

at home and if I wa[s] to home

now with my wife and children I

cramp in my legs enough to kill

Seventeen Devils   it has snowd

four days here and the ground

freezes hard but never mind

mother, I am not dead yet

Charlotte you said you would not

write a word to me but I want

you to write me as s[o]on as you

get this and have all the children

write alittle and tell Gowson

[Stutson?] West he must write a

few lines   you must, you must

write all the news and how you

get along   I want to know if you

have named our baby  Warren, if

I should not live to come home

be good to your mother and all

the rest of the children must do

the same   tell Gardner [son]

he must be a good boy and

help get a living   I want to

know if Gardners hip has

got well   I say again

children be kind to

your mother I know

your mother will be

kind to you

Charlotte except this

from your affection-

ate husband and chil-

dren from your

father, please write

soon.

tell brother

Jonathan he must write.

[Joel R Sanborn]

This letter and these

photographs, of Joel and

Charlotte Sanborn, were orig-

inally published in Gerard W.

Lamothe’s MA Thesis,

Dartmouth College, May 2002,

One Village–Two Centuries –

Several Families: An Oral and

Documentary History of North

Danville. The editor thanks him.

Letters in this series are printed

with no corrections to spelling,

punctuation, or capitalization.

Eclipse indicate words missing

and brackets indicate information

added by the editor.

Letters from the Past
When writing was a necessity and an art

Lynn A Bonfield

what to tax him. Today’s letter

readers do not know the extent of

his “pile.” A descendant said that

after the Civil War, Joel bought

the largest house in North

Danville, still owned by the fami-

ly 140 years later.  It is not sur-

prising that Joel’s health was

never good after California, and

for the rest of his life he suffered

stomach complaints.  

December 27 1852

Woods Diggings Calif.

Dear wife  I now take this

opportunity to write a few lines

to you and let you know whare I

am and what my condition is

which I suppose you are anxious

to know   I landed in

Sanfrancisco December the 6th

my health was verry poor   we

came about sixty miles to the

Diggings   three of our Danville

boys wa[s] not able to walk

should be contented and happy

often I think of the good meals

and good lodging I have at home

When here I have hard work

in the mine lay down in the wet

on the hard flore with nothing but

a few of blankets over me and

lay cold all night and have the
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Accountants

Kenneth M. Biathrow, CPA

Tax preparation services -Personal,

business, estate. Accounting services,

financial statements review and com-

pilation. P.O. Box 528, 364 Railroad

St.,  St. Johnsbury, VT 05819.

(802) 748-2200. 

McCormick & Company P.C.

Dwight E. Lakey, CPA; Robin C.

Gauthier, CPA. 1360 Main Street, St.

Johnsbury, VT 05819-2285.

(802) 748-4914. (800) 516-CPAS. 

A.M. Peisch & Company LLC

A 5 office Vermont based accounting

firm specializing in individual and

business tax services, financial and

retirement planning, accounting,

auditing and estate planning. We

provide technology services includ-

ing network security, operational

reviews and accounting support.

1020 Memorial Drive, St. Johnsbury,

VT. 05819. (802) 748-5654.

Alternative

Health & Wellness

Classical Homeopathy

Ann Lemon, Dip. Hom. Med. 

A natural healing process, providing

remedies to assist the individual to

regain health. For more information

on homeopathy or to make an

appointment call (802) 274-2350. 

Antiques

Saranac Street Antiques

We feature a very large selection of

fine antique furniture. Also quality

area dealers specializing in primi-

tives, White Mountain art, tools,

country pieces and exceptional glass

and china. Consider us a “must see”

on your antiquing list.  Open every

day at 10 a.m. for your shopping

convenience. 111 Saranac Street,

Littleton, NH 03561.

(603) 444-4888.   

Appliance Repair

Lewis Appliance

Factory Authorized Service and

Repair for Maytag, JennAir, Asko,

Bosch and Frigidaire. Wayne Lewis,

Waterford, VT. (802) 748-6561.

Attorneys

Law Office of 

Charles D. Hickey, PLC

General Practice of Law. 69 Winter

St., PO Box 127, St. Johnsbury, VT

05819-0127. (802) 748-3919.

Law Offices of

Jay C. Abramson

Estate Planning, Long-Term Care

Planning, Wills, Trusts, Real Estate.

Certified Elder Law Attorney. 1107

Main Street, Suite 101, St.

Johnsbury, VT 05819.

(802) 748-6200.                            

Auctioneers

Eaton Auction Service

Specializing in Antiques,

Collectibles and Estate Sales.

Personal and knowledgeable service.

Auctioneers: Chuck Eaton (802)

333-9717 or Chris Welsh

eas@sover.net. Fairlee, VT 05045.

www.eatonauctionservice.com

Autobody Repair

Five Star Autobody

Certified collision repair center;

Complete autobody repairs from

glass to frame. George C. Mudge, Jr.

Located off I-91, Exit 22, 604

Lapierre Drive, St. Johnsbury, VT

05819. (802) 748-5321.

Automobile Repair

Burke View Garage, Inc.

Larry Lefaivre, Owner. Domestic &

Import Repair; Brakes, Exhaust,

Tune-Ups. State Inspection

Station.We Do It All. Tire Sales

Also. M-F 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.. RT

114, Lyndonville, VT 05851.

(802) 626-3282.

Mark’s Automotive

Foreign and domestic repairs.

Cooper, Hankook and Remington

tires. Brakes, exhaust, oil change,

VT State inspection, computer wheel

balancing and computer diagnostics.

ASE certified. Mark Jefferson, West

Barnet Road, Barnet Center, VT.

(802) 633-3863.

Wes Ward Automotive Repair

and Tire Center

Comprehensive automobile repair

for domestic and foreign  vehicles,

RV’s and school buses. ASE certi-

fied. 1193 Portland Street, St.

Johnsbury, VT 05819.

(802) 748-3636. 

Books

Kingdom Books

Northern New England’s poetry,

mystery and fine press bookshop.

KingdomBks@aol.com and (802)

748-5488. See our reviews at

www.KingdomBks.com Call for an

appointment. Beth & Dave Kanell.

Lyders Fine Books

Buying and selling 19th and 20th

century first editions in fine condi-

tion. rlyders@pivot.net (802) 592-

3086. Josette & Richard Lyders, P.O.

Box 250, Peacham, VT 05862.

Secondhand Prose

Purveyor of quality used books.

Operated by Friends of the St.

Johnsbury Athenaeum. Open:10-2

Tues., Thurs. and Sat. and 2:30-6:30

on Wed. 1222 Main Street, St.

Johnsbury, VT 05819.

Bricklayer

C.T. Cushman Masonry

Chimneys, Fireplaces, Patios,

Stonewalls, Slate & Flagstone

Walkways, Steps, Chimney and

Foundation Repairs, Brick & Stone

Veneer. 35 Years Experience.

Chimney Cleaning. (802) 748-2221.

Cabinetry

Calendar Brook Cabinetry

Since 1979 – Custom Kitchen

Cabinetry, Bathroom Vanities,

Entertainment Centers, Tables,

Doors, Architectural Millwork and

Mouldings, Hardwoods and

Hardwood Plywoods, Hardwood

Flooring, Stone and Solid Surface

and Laminate Tops.  David Patoine,

Master Craftsman. 4863 Memorial

Drive, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819.

(802) 748-5658. 

Cabins & Campgrounds

Harvey’s Lake Cabins and 

Campground 

May 15-Oct 15. Lakefront furnished

cabins set in wooded private 53-site

campground. Large private camp-

sites with W ES suitable for tents

popups, RV’s. Group Area,

Refurbished Recreation Hall,

Reunions, Retreats and Receptions.

Boats, Kayaks and Bicycle Rentals.

190 Campers Lane, West Barnet, VT

05821. (802) 633-2213. www.har-

veyslakecabins.com

Clocks 

Antique Clock Repair

(Formerly Sign of the Dial Clock

Shop) Specializing in American &

foreign antique clock repair &

restoration for over 40 years. During

that time I have collected old glass,

impossible to get veneer, case and

movement parts and wooden works

gears and related parts. Case, dial

and reverse painting on glass restora-

tion available. By appointment only.

Richard Diefenbach, Danville, VT

(802) 684-3378.

Computers

Northeast Computer Systems

Home & Business Computer

Systems. Networking, Hardware,

Service, Support and Software. 37

Depot Street, PO Box 1059,

Lyndonville,  VT 05851. (802) 626-

1050. FAX (802) 626-5012.

www.necomp.com

Parallax Management
Services, Inc.

MS Access & database design; Excel

programming; MS Office training/

automation; Quantitative analysis

graphic design for illustrators graph-

ic designers; Computer presentation

and public speaking skills training.

Data conversions, implementations,

statistical analysis, forecasting and

other individual and business servic-

es.  Contact Dan Zucker, Danville,

VT. www.parallaxman.com  Email:

dzucker@parallaxman.com.   

Yankee Electronic Solutions

Est. 1989 by professionally trained

master tech. Fast and affordable in-

shop or on-site PC diagnosis and

repair. Upgrades and custom built

systems. 623 Concord Avenue, St.

Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-

4544. yes@kingcon.com

wyBatap

Personal Technology Assistant

On your schedule in your home/busi-

ness. (Days - Evenings -Weekends)

Desktop and Laptop Computers -

Setup, Networking,Wireless,

QuickBooks,”How To,” AntiVirus,

Spyware, Data Recovery and

more… Bob Roos, Barnet VT.

(802) 633-4395

PersTech@wybatap.com

Construction

Armstrong Masonry

Masonry Construction & Repair.

Brick, Stone, Block. Fireplaces,

Chimneys, Veneer, Patios,

Walkways.  Ken Armstrong.

(802) 626-8495.

C&C Bunnell Excavating

Excavation, Site Work, Septic

Systems, Bulldozing, Roads, Ponds

and Trucking Sand, Topsoil, Gravel

& Stone Deliveries. Calvin Bunnell,

Joe’s Brook Rd., Barnet, VT 05821.

(802) 633-3413.

Calkins Rock Products, Inc.

Sale of Sand, Gravel and All Sizes of

Ledge Products. Portable Crushing.

Route 5, PO Box 82, Lyndonville,

VT 05851. (802) 626-5636.

Gil’s Construction

Foundations & Floors. New Rapid

Forms. Free Estimates. Gilman

LaCourse. (802) 748-9476.

William Graves Builders 

Working throughout Caledonia

County for 30 years, serving as a

building and renovation contractor

for residences, barns, businesses and

public facilities. We also offer proj-

ect management services. We appre-

ciate your calls and interest. PO Box

128, 329 Cloud Brook Road, Barnet,

VT 05821. (802) 633-2579  FAX

(802) 633-4631.

gravesbuild@kingcon.com

Kingdom Timber Frames 

of Vermont

Post & Beam Frames from the

Northeast Kingdom. Constructing

new, recycled and hand-hewn timber

frames. Barn Repair. Design, Build,

Complete Projects. Owner: Darren

White. 158 Evergreen Lane,

Danville, VT 05828. (802) 684-

2121. (800) 866-2124.

kingdomtimberframes@yahoo.com

Laferriere Construction, Inc.

New construction, remodeling, cus-

tom work, residential & commercial.

Dennis Laferriere,  525 Wightman

Rd, Danville, VT 05828.  (802) 684-

3606. FAX (802) 684-3628.

Mark Greaves, Builder

New construction and remodeling

including Custom Houses start to

finish. 335 Red Barn Road, Danville,

VT 05828. (802) 748-9659.

Ross C. Page Foundations

Concrete foundations & slabs.

Residential, Agricultural &

Commercial. Ross C. Page, 368

Thaddeus Stevens Road, Peacham,

VT 05862. (802) 592-3382. FAX

(802) 592-3382.

Ruggles Roofing

Sick of Shoveling Your Roof? Our

80,000 PSI steel offers superior

strength to your home or business.

With 19 attractive colors to choose

from it will enhance your buildings

while heavy snow slides off to the

ground. Fully insured.

(802) 467-1189.

Vermont Home Specialties

Builder  and dealer of Real Log

Homes,  Timber Peg Post & Beam.

Also offering Plain & Fancy and

Medallion Cabinetry, lighting, furni-

ture and gifts for the home. 1513 Rt.

2, West Danville, VT. Call (802)

684-1024 or (800) 896-4920.

www.vthomespecialties.com

Michael K. Walsh & Son, 

Builders

Custom new construction: Houses,

decks, remodeling, renovations,

restorations, additions, finish work,

wallpapering.  High quality work-

manship for over 30 years. Solid rep-

utation. 349 Calkins Camp Rd.,

Danville, VT 05828.

(802) 684-3977.

Dentists

Ronald E. Ducham, D.D.S. 

Family dentistry. 501 Portland St.,

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-

4727. New patients welcome.

H. Hawkins Dental Group

Hubert Hawkins, DDS. Complete

Family Dentistry. New patients wel-

comed. 1350 Main Street,  St.

Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-

2325. (800) 870-4963.

Peter M. Ollman, D.M.D.       

(802) 748-8701. Pediatric Dentistry -

since 1977.  576 Railroad St., St.

Johnsbury, VT.  A team of talented

and caring pediatric professionals

offering: *a warm, compassionate,

fun environment for infants, children

and teens; *specialized early preven-

tion for infants and toddlers; *unique

children's restorative and preventive

dentistry, using our special skills and

materials. We offer white and rain-

bow fillings, athletic mouthguards,

and accept most insurance and

VT/NH Medicaid programs. 

Stuart V. Corso, D.M.D.

General and family dentistry. 31

Mountain View Drive, Danville, VT

05828. (802) 684-1133.

Dowsing

American Society of Dowsers

Contact us for information about

dowsing, events and dowsers avail-

able to help with your search. (802)

684-3417. Call our bookstore for

books, tools and a free catalogue.

(802) 684-3874. www.dowsers.org

Electrical Service

CG Electric

Serving the Northeast Kingdom.

Your full service electrical contractor

providing you with a certified work-

force. Commercial and Residential.

Established 1995. Charlie Gilman,

PO Box 195, Danville, VT 05828.

cgelectric@msn.com

(802) 684-9700.

Matt Pettigrew Electric

New homes (conventional frame,

post & beam or log) renovations or

service upgrade (aerial or under-

ground). Heating system controls,

generator installations and all other

phases of electrical work in a pro-

fessional manner. Licensed in VT &

NH. Danville, VT. (802) 751-8201.

Electronics Sales &

Service

Byrne Electronic 

Service Center

New & Used Television, VCR and

other consumer electronic sales.

Factory authorized service center for

several brands. Professional repair

service on all TV’s, VCR’s, Stereos

and pro audio equipment. 159

Eastern Ave., St. Johnsbury, VT

05819. (802) 748-2111.

Excavation

Andre Excavation

All phases of excavation including

septic systems, site work, demoli-

tion, drainage and ponds. 25-years

experience. Free estimates. Prompt

service. Call Denis Jacques at (802)

563-2947.

Compact Excavation Services

Including stumps, trenches, drainage,

crushed stone driveways, York rak-

ing, small building demolition, small

foundations, tree length brush

removed, rock retaining walls built,

excavator (with thumb) picks up

most anything. Also trucking and

trailer to 10,000 pounds and 30’

long. Matt Pettigrew, Danville, VT.

(802) 751-8201.

Fencing

All Types of Fencing

Commercial, Agricultural and

Residential. Chain Link, High

Tensile, Barbed Wire, Woven Wire

and Ornamental. Gordon Goss. (802)

633-2822. Cell (802) 777-0919. Fax

(802) 633-3405. gossmaple@king-

con.com

Flooring

The Carpet Connection, Inc.

The flooring specialists. All types of

floor covering and supplies. Largest

selection in the State. Sales and

installation. 199 Depot Street,

Lyndonville, VT 05851. (802) 626-

9026 or (800) 822-9026.

Country Floors    

Complete Flooring Sales &

Installation. Carpeting, Vinyl,

Hardwood, Ceramic Tile, Area Rugs.

Stanley H. & Joanne C. Martin,

Hollister Hill Road, Plainfield, VT

05667. (802) 454-7301.

Florists

All About Flowers 

All occasion florist featuring the

freshest flowers and plants in town.

A fine selection of silk flowers and

customized food baskets. A unique

variety of gift items. Wedding and

funeral arrangements for all budgets.

Wire service available. 10% senior

discount not applicable with other

discounts. 196 Eastern Avenue, St.

Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-

5656 or (800) 499-6565.

Artistic Gardens

Florist & Greenhouse. Unique floral

arrangements for weddings and all

occasions. Specializing in sympathy

arrangements for funerals, fresh

flowers, gourmet fruit baskets and

balloons. FTD & Teleflora.

Memorial Drive, St. Johnsbury

Center. (802) 748-5646.

Forestry

McMath Forestry

Complete Ecological Forestland

Management Services. David

McMath, Forester, 4875 Noyestar

Road, East Hardwick, VT 05836.

(802) 533-2970. Toll Free: (866)

462-6284. www.mctree.com

Everts Forest Management

Timber Inventories & Appraisals.

Timber Sales. Tax Assistance. Forest

Management Plans. NH License No.

207. Peter Everts, 278 Cloudy

Pasture Lane, West Barnet, VT

05821. (802) 592-3088.

Furniture Restoration

Chair Care and Klappert

Furniture Restoration

Authentic restoration of old finishes

and techniques for antique & fine

furniture. Specializing in chair repair

& all seat replacement. 90 5th

Avenue, St. Johnsbury, VT.  05819-

2672.  (802) 748-0077.

Hair Care

Country Styles Family Hair Care

Janet L. Carson. Located at the K.P.

Hall on the top of Hill Street,

Danville, VT 05828.  Follow the

handicapped accessible ramp. Home

service available to shut-ins.

(802) 684-2152. 

Hall Rental

VFW Hall Rental

Easily accessible facility with ade-

quate parking for all your function

needs. Kitchen/bar on premises. For

information call Stacey

(802) 748-9065.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Business Identification at a Reasonable Price   $75.00/ year   Price Includes Free Subscription

Please tell them you saw it in 

The North Star Monthly
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Health Care Providers

Danville Health Center

General Health Services for all ages.

Open M-F. Mariel Hess, N.P.; Tim

Tanner, M.D.; and Sharon Fine,

M.D. 26 Cedar Lane, Danville, VT

05828. (802) 684-2275.

(800) 489-2275 (VT).

Concord Health Center

General Health Services for all ages.

Open M-F. Sarah Berrian, M.D.;

Mary Ready, M.D.; Susan Taney,

N.P.; and Donna Ransmeier. 201 E.

Main Street, Concord, VT.

(802) 695-2512.

Hardwick Chiropractic

BioGeometric Integration is gentle,

effective chiropractic that allows

your system to heal and to become

increasingly adept at correcting

itself. Dr. Grace Johnstone and Dr.

Rick Eschholz. 54 School Circle,

East Hardwick, VT. (802) 472-3033.

Linda Sayers, Reiki Master

Reiki is an ancient, hands-on healing

art, which supports the body’s ability

to heal itself. Reiki promotes deep

relaxation and helps release physical

and emotional blockages.   Linda

Sayers, Reiki Master Teacher and

Lightwork Practitioner. 63 Norway

Road, Greensboro Bend, VT 05842.

(802) 533-2378. 

Lyndonville Family

Chiropractic

Contributing to the health of the

community for over 17 years.

Offering a holistic approach to

healthcare utilizing chiropractic,

acupuncture, nutrition and massage

therapy. Karson Clark, D.C.; Stacey

Clark, D.C. 11 Hill Street,

Lyndonville, VT 05851.

(802) 626-5866. 

Dan Wyand, PT & Associates

Rehabilitation of Sports Injuries,

Orthopedics and Neuromuscular

Disorders. Sherman Dr., P.O. Box

68, St. Johnsbury,VT 05819.

(802) 748-3722/1932.

Lyndon,VT. (802) 745-1106.

Thousand Hands 

Massage Therapy

Laurajean “LJ” Stewart, Licensed

Massage Therapist, 60 Monument

Circle, PO Box 129, Barnet, VT

05821. Located at the Barnet

Tradepost. (802) 633-2700.

samuraihini@hotmail.com.

Hearing Service

Armstrong’s 

Better Hearing Service

STARKEY and WIDEX-Senso-

Digital Custom Hearing Aids. Free

hearing screenings, batteries, acces-

sories, all-make repairs. Isabelle

Armstrong, Sandra Day & Louise

Toll; Consultants and Licensed

Hearing Aid Dispensers. 198 Eastern

Ave., St. Johnsbury, VT 05819.

(802) 748-4852. (800) 838-4327.

Historic Preservation

S. A. Fishburn, Inc.

Historic preservation and design fea-

turing wooden sash restoration, his-

toric plaster repair, architectural mill-

work and fine custom cabinetry.

(802) 684-2524. safishburn@veri-

zon.net www.safishburn.com

Insurance

Sawyer & Ritchie Agency

Complete insurance service for your

Home, Farm, Automobile or

Business. Danville, VT 05828. (802)

684-3411. (800) 734-2203 (VT). 

Berwick Agency, Inc.

Providing insurance for home, farm,

automobile and business. Est. in

1955. Licensed in NH & VT.  Jeff

Berwick. Located at 185 Church

Street, Peacham. Mail: PO Box 272,

Peacham, VT 05862. (802) 592-3234

or (802) 592-3956.

Investments

Investment Watch

Independent investment research,

portfolio analysis and strategy.

Rachel Siegel, CFA.

(802) 633-3977.

rsiegel@together.net

Jewelry

Old Coins & Jewelry Shop

BUYING: Silver and Gold Coins,

Mint Sets, Scrap Gold and Silver,

Wheat Cents, Coin Collections,

Diamond and Gold Jewelry.

SELLING: Collector Coins and

Sport Cards and Supplies, New and

Estate Jewelry, Body Jewelry, Magic

and Pokemon and Yu-Gi-Oh Cards.

10 Eastern Avenue, St. Johnsbury,

VT. (802) 748-9174.

On the Hill - Kennedy’s

Full Service. Buy & Sell, New &

Used. Jewelry repairs on site. Watch

repairs available. Sell or trade your

old gold and jewelry for something

new. Daily 9-5. Saturday until noon.

1244 Main Street, St. Johnsbury, VT.

(802) 748-4367 or (800) 407-4367.

Lawn Care & Landscaping

LND Landscaping

Excavating - Hauling - Brush hog -

Tilling - Driveways - Lawnmowing -

Walkways - Stonewalls - Steps -

Fencing - Cleanup - Planting - Snow

Plowing - Sanding and More. Tim or

Dave, Barre and Wolcott.

(802) 479-0029.

PH Lawn Care & 

Landscaping

Lawn mowing, seed & mulch, bush

hogging, retaining walls, shrubbery,

sweeping, split-rail fence, lawn

installation, light trucking. Jeff

Cleveland, 765 Mitchell Drive,

Lyndonville, VT 05851. (802) 626-

0933 or 535-7069.

Maple Syrup

Sugar Ridge Farm

Pure Maple Syrup & Maple

Products.  “Vermont Seal of

Quality.” Available by mail. MC &

Visa accepted. Free brochure.

Stephen & Diane Jones, 566

Stannard Mt. Rd., Danville, VT

05828. (800) 748-0892.

Rowell Sugarhouse

Visit a real sugarhouse. Open year

round. See our sugaring equipment.

Maple products, gifts, country crafts,

VT shirts, woodenware, baskets,

honey, souvenirs and more. We will

ship your order. MC/ Visa/DS. Rt.

15, Walden, VT 05873.

(802) 563-2756.

Gadapee Family Sugarhouse

Pure VT Maple Syrup in a variety of

containers from gallon to half pint

jugs and specialty glass. Maple

cream, candy, sugar and maple jelly

to order. We have the “Vermont Seal

of Quality” and we ship.  718

Calkins Camp Rd., Danville, VT

05828. (802) 684-3323.

gadmaple@together.net

Broadview Farm Maple

Pure VT Maple Syrup available in

Grade A Fancy, Medium Amber,

Dark Amber and Grade B.

“Vermont Seal of Quality.” Maple

Cream, Maple Candy and Maple

Sugar are available. We ship via

UPS or Parcel Post. Joe Newell,  442

York Street, Lyndonville, VT 05851.

(802) 626-8396. joe@newells.net

Goodrich’s Maple Farm

Award-winning Maple Syrup &

Products. Retail, Wholesale and Mail

Order. Sugaring equipment and sup-

plies. Custom tubing installation and

consultation. 2427 US 2, Cabot, VT

05647. (802) 426-3388.

www.goodrichmaplefarm.com

Cabot Hills Maple

Certified Organic Syrup 

Vermont Fancy, Medium Amber,

Dark Amber and Grade B syrup.

Marcia Maynard and Family, Thistle

Hill, PO Box 68, Cabot, VT 05647.

syrup@cabothillsmaple.com (802)

426-3463. Visa/MC. To buy our

syrup call, email, write or order

online at www.cabothillsmaple.com

Meat

Lewis Creek Jerseys

Badger Brook Meats

Vince Foy & Deb Yonker. Retailing

Certified Organic Angus Beef and

Lamb by the Cut in any Quantity.

North Danville, VT 05828.

(802)748-8461.

Mortgage Financing

New England Merchants Corp.

Commercial and residential mortgage

brokers. Established 1991. Serving

VT and NH. All credit situations con-

sidered. “Guiding you to the right

mortgage.” Theresa Huntoon. (802)

473-4003. thuntoon@charter.net.

Licensed Mortgage Broker,

VT0332MB and NH6626MBB.

Movers

Little Mover

Local, Regional and Contract

Trucking since 1967. KAP

Enterprises LLC, 838 Keyser Hill

Road, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819.

(802) 748-9112 or cell

(802) 793-7986. 

Music Studio

Vermont Sky Digital Audio

16-Track Professional Recording

Studio for Singers, Songwriters,

Students and Bands.  Advertising

Jingles; Creative Consulting and

Guitar Classes. Barnet, VT 05821.

(802) 633-2523.

Opticians

Optical Expressions

Your Family Eye-Care Center. Eye

Exams, Contact Lenses and

Consultation  for Laser-Eye Surgery.

Green Mountain Mall, St. Johnsbury

Center, VT (802) 748-3536 or Berlin

Mall, Berlin, VT.  (802) 223-2090.

Pet Care

North Danville Pet Hotel

“It’s not just a kennel. It’s a camp.”

Boarding and grooming both cats

and dogs. 1319 North Danville

Road, Danville, VT 05828. Rusty &

Laurie Speicher, proprietors.

(802) 748-5810.

Photography

COUNTRY LIVING

PHOTOGRAPHY

Photographing your memories, one

moment at a time... weddings, family

events, groups, individual and pet

portraits. Call and we’ll discuss cre-

ative options. Cheryl Heath DeLisle,

1619 Tampico Road, Danville, VT

05828. 802-748-9485.

e-mail vttopaz@yahoo.com

Real Estate

Coldwell Banker

All Seasons Realty

Brent Shafer CBR - Realtor Broker-

in-Charge. 3 office locations to serve

the entire Northeast Kingdom with

18 full time salespeople. Lakefront,

Residential and Acreage. PO Box

1166, Lyndonville, VT 05851. (802)

626-4343. Allseaslyn@togeher.net

Reynolds Real Estate

791 Broad Street, Lyndonville, VT

05851. (802) 626-9357.

reynolds@charterinternet.com

www.reynoldsre.com 

Peter D. Watson Agency, Inc.

Country, period and vacation homes;

land and timber tracts, farms and

businesses. Free market analysis.

Greensboro: (802) 533-7077.

Hardwick: (802) 472-3338.

East Burke: (802) 626-4222.

www.northernvtrealestate.com

Century 21 

Quatrini Real Estate

Susan S. Quatrini, GRI, Broker-

Owner. 1111 Main Street. St.

Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-

9543 or (802) 748-3873.

c21qre@sover.net

David A. Lussier Real Estate

Farms, Acreage, Homes and

Investment Properties. 540 Main

Street,  PO Box 872, Lyndonville,

VT 05851.  (802) 626-9541 or (802)

626-8482. Lussier@kingcon.com

Robin Jacobs, Managing Broker

Peabody & Smith Realty, Inc.

357 Western Avenue, St. Johnsbury,

VT 05819, (802) 748-4407 ext. 16.

robinj@peabodysmith.com

www.peabodysmith.com

Barbara Machell, Realtor

Begin Realty Associates   

On the Green in Danville. Long time

resident of Danville, specializing in

Residential property, Vacation

homes, Land and Farms. (802) 684-

1127.  bmachell@beginrealty.com

Real Estate Appraisal

Reynolds Real Estate

VT Certified Appraisers, Donald

Morrill and Annie Guyer. 791 Broad

Street, Lyndonville, VT 05851.

(802) 626-9357.

reynolds@charterinternet.com

Schools

The Riverside School

Celebrating 25 Years

· enthusiastic students

· dedicated faculty

· high academic standards

· Latin, Greek, and French

· fine and performing arts

· involved parents

· grades 2-8~small class size

VT Approved Independent School.

30 Lily Pond Road, Lyndonville, VT

www.trsweb.org (802) 626-8552

The Stevens School

Grades 5-8. Experts in middle-level

education offering rigorous, prepara-

tory curriculum aligned with

Advanced Placement science,

English, math courses in high

school. Excellent writing program.

Fully integrated arts, music, social

studies, English. Transportation and

financial aid offered.  (802) 592-

3194. www.thestevensschool.com       

Septic Service

B&B Septic Service

Full Septic Service and Cleaning.

Residential and Commercial. Power

Rooter Line Cleaning. Camera Line

Inspection. Pressure Washing. Call

Bob Briggs. (802) 748-9858, (888)

748-9858 or (800) 870-0428. 24-

hour service. 

Ski Equipment

Power Play Sports

Ski and Snowboard Leasing starting

at $99. New and Used Gear bought

and sold. Hockey Gear, Ice Skates,

XC Skis, Downhill Skis,

Snowboards and Snowshoes. New

and Used Bicycles. Ski tuning, Skate

sharpening, Bicycle Repair.

Downtown Morrisville.

(802) 888-6557.

Small Engine Repair

Harry’s Repair Shop

Snowmobiles, Snowblowers,

Motorcycles, Lawntractors, ATV’s

and Rototillers. Harry Gammell

VT RT 15, Walden, VT 05873.

(802) 563-2288.

Tax Preparation

H&R Block

Tax, Mortgage and Financial

Services. D. Neil Stafford, master

tax advisor. 443 Railroad Street,

Suite 1, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819.

(802) 748-5319. 76 Main Street, PO

Box 65, Littleton, NH 03561. And

Lyndonville Branch (Jan.-Apr.) 101

Depot Street, Lyndonville VT 05851.

(802) 626-0884.

Tires

Berry Tire Co., Inc.

New tire sales and automotive repair.

Everett Berry, 1545 Red Village

Road, Lyndonville, VT 05851.

(802) 626-9326.

Goss Tire Company 

Your Firestone Dealer

Specializing in brakes, front-end

work, exhaust and NOKIA tires. RT

5 in St. Johnsbury and RT 5 and 100

Jct. in Morrisville, VT. (802) 748-

3171. (800) 427-3171.

Transcription

St. Johnsbury Transcribing 

is prepared to provide ongoing or

last-minute assistance transcribing

depositions, manuscripts, letters and

other material, which has been pro-

duced on cassette tape or disk. For

more information call Natalie

Johnson (802) 748-2311. 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Business Identification at a Reasonable Price   $75.00/ year   Price Includes Free Subscription

Tree Service

Bedor’s Tree Service

Professional, quality service. Fully

insured. Member NAA. Offering all

types of tree care. “Spotless Clean-

up.” Call now to schedule your free

estimate. (802) 748-1605 or (800)

493-6945.

Burt’s Tree Service 

Pruning, Cabling, Tree & Limb

Removal. Free estimates. Fully

insured. Serving the Northeast

Kingdom and beyond. Member

NAA & ISA. John A. Burt, 25

Garland Hill, Barnet, VT 05821.

(802) 633-3822 or (800) 633-3823.

john@burtstreeservice.com

www.burtstreeservice.com  

Vacuum Cleaners

North Country Vac & Sew

Home of Defender Vacuum, made

locally. Many types of new upright

and canister vacuums, backpacks,

central vac. Dealer of Bernina and

Riccar sewing machines. Parts and

accessories for most makes. Expert

service since 1984. 442 Portland St.

(next to Sherwin-Williams Paint), St.

Johnsbury, VT 05819.

(802) 748-9190.

Veterinarians

Companion Animal Care 

Small animal medicine & surgery.

Bob Hicks, DVM. 54 Western Ave., St.

Johnsbury, VT. (802) 748-2855. 

Danville Animal Hospital 

Small animals. Office hours by

appointment. Stanley J. Pekala,

DVM and Lisa Whitney, DVM.

Route 2, Danville, VT 05828.

(802) 684-2284.

Northern Equine Veterinary

Services

Steve B. Levine. Practice limited to

horses. Saturday appointments avail-

able. (802) 684-9977. 254 RT 2,

Danville, VT 05828.

www.northernequine.com 

Volunteers

R.S.V.P.

Do you have some free time? Do

you want to help an organization in

the Northeast Kingdom as a volun-

teer?  For information call the

Retired and Senior Volunteer

Program and the Volunteer Center at

(802) 626-5135 or (802) 334-7047.

Water Systems

H.A. Manosh Corporation

Well Drilling & Hydrofracturing,

Water Systems & Treatment, 24-

hour Plumbing, Video Well

Inspections, Water Fountains.

Morrisville, VT 05661. (802) 888-

5722 or (800) 544-7666.

www.manosh.com

Welding

Walbridge Welding

Repairs and new fabrication of steel,

stainless steel and aluminum.

Located under Portland St. Bridge in

St. Johnsbury or with portable equip-

ment at your location. Dale

Walbridge. W (802) 748-2901; H

(802) 584-4088. 

Bob’s Welding

General Fabrication and Repair. Stop

by and be surprised. Lyndonville,

VT.  (802) 626-5502.

Windows

Mayo’s Glass Service, Inc.

Windows, Doors and Awnings - new

and replacements. Residential and

Commercial. 744 Portland Street, St.

Johnsbury, VT. (802) 748-8895. 
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January Meal Schedule

January 1 - NO MEAL: 

New Year’s Day.

January 3 - Clam Chowder

with Saltines, Macaroni &

Cheese, Spinach Salad with

Mandarin Orange and Red

Peppers, Tomato Juice.

January 8 - Seafood

Newburg, Brown Rice,

Broccoli and Carrots, Biscuits,

Pears.

January 10 - Chicken Divan,

Rice, Whole Wheat Rolls,

Carrots, Clementines.

January 15 - Shepherd’s Pie,

Whole Wheat Rolls, Peas &

Carrots, Orange Juice, Bread

Pudding.

January 17 - Breakfast for

Lunch: Veggie Omelets,

Bacon, Toast, Blueberry

Muffins, Orange Juice, Fruit

Cocktail.

January 22 - Meat Loaf with

Tomatoes and Peppers,

Mashed Potatoes, Gravy,

Broccoli, Whole Wheat Rolls,

Oatmeal Cookies.

January 24 - Pot Roast,

Potatoes, Carrots, Whole

Wheat Rolls, Tomato Juice,

Fruit Cobbler.

January 29 - Homemade

Pizza with Vegetables and

Pepperoni, Clementines, Apple

Crisp.

January 31 - Kielbasa with

Peppers and Onions on a Bun,

Greek Salad with Feta Cheese

and Black Olives, Orange

Juice.

Meals at Danville Methodist

Church. All meals served with

beverage, homemade breads

and desserts. Reservations are

appreciated by calling (802)

684-3903 before 9:30 a.m. on

day of the meal. A donation of

$3.00 for guests 60+ (Others

$4.00) is appreciated. 

Danville

Senior Meal

Site

www.allseasonre.com

447700  BBrrooaadd  SSttrreeeett
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#6807  Sheffield

Cute as a Button. Take a look

at this 1 bdrm. cabin on 10+-

acres. Year round living in the 

woods with nature all around.

Close to VAST trail system and

between Jay Peak and Burke

Mountain ski areas.  

Offered at $115,900

#6813  Lyndonville

Brand new home. If you have

always wanted a newer home

on your own land here it is.

This 2007 Timberland manufac-

tured 28x76, 4 bdrm., 2 bath

home with 1-car garage sits on

.50+- acres. Yard is great for

the children to play and lots of

family fun.  Includes a set up for a generator. This spacious and

open floorplan gives you room and privacy.  Less than 5 min. to

Burke Mountain ski area and the VAST snowmobile trails. 

Move in condition. Offered at $135,000

#6814  Lyndonville

Gorgeous Burke, Mtn. views

with this very spacious 3 bdrm.,

2 baths recently rebuilt from 1

story to 2 stories home (2006).

A 2 car attached garage. Large

deck off back.  Underneath

storage for boats, snowmobiles

or a workshop. Lots of decks, handicap accessible ramp in

front.  Red oak kit cabinets, granite counter tops. Five minutes

from Burke Mountain & VAST trail system. Beautiful & a must

see! Offered at $269,900

Car Recommendations

for Older Folks

Dear Tom and Ray:

I will be 77-years old soon

and would like your opinion as

to which of the following auto-

mobiles you would recommend

for someone like me. I love

driving, and I drive a stick shift

to this very day. For the past

eight years, I have driven a

Honda Accord coupe. The prac-

tical side of me tells me to get a

new Honda Civic, while the

less-practical side argues for a

Mini Cooper, a car that has

great appeal to me aesthetically.

Incidentally, before I bought the

Honda, I drove a Toyota Celica,

which I loved. Your input will

be much appreciated. Are there

cars you would especially rec-

ommend for older drivers? 

- Isaac

TOM: Well, there are cer-

tain things we do look for when

recommending a car for an older

driver in addition to making

sure the blinker-cancel switch is

robust.

RAY: No. 1 is modest size.

When you were a young whip-

persnapper, you might have

been able to navigate a 30-foot-

long Chrysler Imperial and

bring it into dock without

smashing up cars around it. But

that ability diminishes with

time. So we generally recom-

mend that older drivers step

down a size or two.

TOM: Smaller cars tend to

be easier to maneuver and park.

And while some older folks

resist smaller cars at first, it’s

been our experience that they

come to appreciate the certainty

of knowing where the car begins

and ends. And they like having

to make fewer apologies for tak-

ing out mailboxes and tulip

beds.

RAY: We also look for good

visibility. In general, visibility

has gotten worse during the past

10 years. Car styling has veered

toward rising belt lines and high

trunks.

TOM: That’s automotive

styling, Isaac, not whether your

personal belt line is up around

your chest.

RAY: A lot of modern cars

are harder to see out of, particu-

larly out the back and out the

sides toward the back. So that’s

something to consider.

TOM: Then we look for

comfort. Not in terms of DVD

players and electric butt-scratch-

ers, but we want an older driver

to feel comfortable behind the

wheel. Because a person who is

comfortable driving his or her

car (a comfortable seating posi-

tion, familiarity with the con-

trols) is a better, safer driver.

RAY: There are other specif-

ic needs people might have, like

ease of entry and exit, and large,

readable instrumentation. But

appropriate size, visibility and

driver comfort and confidence

are at the top of our list.

TOM: And while the Honda

Civic meets all of those criteria,

we think you should go out

today and get the Mini Cooper,

Isaac.

RAY: Absolutely. We’ve just

been test-driving a new Mini,

and it’s got great visibility, it is

fun to drive, it’s easy to get in

and out of, it doesn’t feel small

inside, and you can fit into half

a parking space when you’re

late for bingo and the parking

lot is already crowded.

TOM: And if you’re itching

to get one, what are you waiting

for? Your roaring 80s? If the

majority of your driving is

around town, and you don’t

have to schlep lots of kids or

passengers, the Mini is the per-

fect car for you, Isaac.

RAY: I agree. You deserve

it, Isaac, don’t you? Live it up!

And be sure to get a loaded one

with racing stripes on the hood.

The 80-year-old gals at my

brother’s nursing home really

love the stripes.

Muffler Warranties

Aren’t Worth It

Dear Tom and Ray:

I have a 1986 Volvo 740

GLE wagon. I had the exhaust

system replaced from the cat-

alytic converter two years ago,

at a cost of almost $500. Last

week, I took it in to have the

timing belt changed, and when I

picked it up, it sounded like a

hot rod. When I complained,

they showed me the rusted-out

exhaust system and said it

would need to be replaced

again. What would cause it to

rust through so fast? I drive the

car almost every day and park it

in the street, so it is exposed to

the range of New England

weather. Is getting a warranty

worth it? Thanks so much.           

- Jake

RAY: Well, it’s not unusual

for after-market, replacement

exhaust systems to last about

two years. Especially in areas of

the country where they’re

exposed to rain, snow and salt.

TOM: Particularly if the car

makes a lot of short trips. On

short drives, the exhaust system

never heats up enough to vapor-

ize the moisture that’s produced

by the engine. So the moisture

just sits there and turns your

exhaust system to rust.

RAY: There’s really nothing

the mechanic could have done

while replacing your timing belt

that could have damaged the

exhaust system. Not unless he

was rushing to the coffee truck,

took a shortcut under your car

and whacked his head on the

thing while moving at full

speed.

TOM: A warranty is fine.

But understand that most war-

ranties cover just the muffler (or

in the case of some cars, like

yours, the mufflers). So, the

next time your exhaust system

fails, if you’re even lucky

enough to (A) still have the car,

(B) remember that you got a

warranty, and (C) remember

where you put the paperwork,

you’ll still have to pay for the

gaskets and connectors, as well

as all of the labor.

RAY: Muffler warranties

typically are more marketing

791 Broad Street  

Lyndonville, VT 05851

(802) 626-9357 

Fax (802) 626-6913

LYNDON: Grand old house in good repair with up-to-date

kitchen including stainless appliances. Handicap accessibilty

makes good property for health care providers. Private master 

bedroom and bath. Nice grounds: 3/4 acre with above ground

pool. $169,000

Clliicckk  &&  CCllaacckk TTaallkk  CCaarrss
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January 2 - Sweet & Sour

Chicken on Rice, Broccoli

with Sauce, Green Beans,

Wheat Bread, Orange Jell-O

with Pineapple.

January 4 - Buffet

January 9 - Beef Stew,

Tossed Salad, Biscuit, Cake

with Topping.

January 11 - Spaghetti with

Meatballs, Tossed Salad,

Garlic Bread, Vanilla Pudding

with Oranges.

January 16 - Baked Fish,

Mashed Potatoes, Mixed

Vegetables, Assorted Breads,

Lemon Jell-O.

January 18 - Liver & Onions,

Mashed Potatoes, Green

Beans, Dark Bread, Peaches.

January 23 - Barbecued

Chicken Legs, Mashed

Potatoes, Sauerkraut Salad,

Dark Breads, Tropical Fruit

Salad,.

January 25 - Tuna Noodle

Casserole, Sliced Beets,

Assorted Breads, Chocolate

Pudding.

January 30 - Hot Hamburg

Sandwich, Oven Fried

Potatoes, Spinach, Ice Cream.

Meals served at West Barnet

Church. All meals served with

a beverage. Reservations not

required. Suggested donation

of $3.00 per meal is appreciat-

ed. Phone (802) 633-4068. 
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West Barnet

Senior Action

Center

ML#2694038 This 56 acre lot is an ideal spot for

your vacation or year round home. It offers a nice flat

building spot with privacy and great southerly views.

You have lots of frontage on the Lamoille Valley Rail

Trail with easy access for snowmobiling, cross coun-

try skiing, hiking, biking, horseback riding and more.

$125,000

75 MT. PLEASANT ST.

ST. JOHNSBURY, VT 05819

802-748-8169 � 802-748-8855

971 BROAD STREET

LYNDONVILLE, VT 05851

802-626-8333 � 802-626-9342

www.parkwayrealtyassociates.com 

Happy New Year 

From Parkway Realty

BEGIN REALTY ASSOCIATES  

BEGIN REALTY ASSOCIATES  

Hi, I'm Debbie Allard, and I'm working in

the Danville office of Begin Realty.  Are you

looking for a new home?  Interested in find-

ing some property to build a home or camp

on?  Or maybe you're ready to sell.  I'd love

the opportunity to work with you.  

Give me a call at 684-1127.

Start your

search here.

BEGIN REALTY ASSOCIATES  

BEGIN REALTY ASSOCIATES  

Jeff Downs writes, “Hard to imagine a 

better real estate helper than Rosemary.  She

held my hand during rough times, smoothed

the road whenever necessary, and she

cheered when the roadblocks dissolved.  She

was so much fun during my home purchase

that I talked her into helping me buy my

business. Details? Stupid state paperwork?

Plumbing issues? Whatever the problem, you

can count on Rosemary to smooth the path

with a smile.”

Congratulations on purchasing 

the Joe's Pond Country Store 

from all of us at Begin Realty.

Start your

search here.

devices than consumer-protec-

tion devices. But if they give it

to you for free - which most

places do -put it in your glove

compartment, try to remember

that you have it and hope that it

saves you a few bucks off your

exhaust bill in two years.

Not a Lot of Choices

When Parts Run Out

Dear Tom and Ray:

I purchased a Nissan Sentra

GXE brand new in 1999. The

reason I chose Nissan was its

reputation for reliability. At

120,000 miles, the “service

engine” light came on, and I

took it to the dealer. He found

that the metal fuel-filler tube

was corroding and leaking

fumes. But here’s the rub: The

dealership said Nissan doesn’t

make the part anymore, and they

could neither fabricate it nor

find the part anywhere else.

They said, “Sorry, we can’t fix

it, these things sometimes hap-

pen,” and he sent me on my

way. I questioned whether the

car was safe to drive, and they

said yes. Is this true? And why

did Nissan stop making parts on

a car that’s only eight years old?

I suppose I could have some

shop look into it, but I don’t

want to spend $1,500 on a car

that’s worth only $3,000. What

can you suggest? By the way, I

will never recommend a Nissan.

I should have gone with a

Dodge. At least I would still be

able to get parts for it when it

breaks. - Lorna

TOM: That would frost my

shorts, too, Lorna. We checked

with Nissan, and, after some

hemming and hawing, they con-

firmed that they no longer make

the part. And they had no expla-

nation for why they stopped

making it. One has to assume it

was a business decision. But it’s

not a very nice one.

RAY: You can check with

your state’s consumer-protection

agency, but there are no federal

laws that require a manufacturer

to provide parts for any length

of time. Most companies just do

it because it’s good for business

- especially repeat business.

TOM: You could understand

if they stopped making cosmetic

parts once the car got old. If you

couldn’t get a piece of side body

molding, or a latch for your

glove-box door, it’s no big deal.

But this part, which connects the

fuel filler to the gas tank, is cru-

cial to the operation of the car.

And no, it’s not a good idea to

drive around with gas fumes

seeping out. It’s not good for

your health, or for the health of

the environment.

RAY: In fact, there’s no way

you’ll pass an emissions inspec-

tion like that in any state that

requires one.

TOM: Your best bet is a

junkyard. Oops, pardon me. I

mean an “auto recycling center.”

It may be hard to find a good

used one, because if your fuel-

filler hose is rusting, so is every-

one else’s. But your local junk-

yard can “put it on the wire,”

and see if any other junkyards

(oops) have one. Maybe they’ll

find you one in a region of the

country where rust isn’t as much

of an issue.

RAY: If that doesn’t work,

you have two choices. One is to

pay someone to fabricate a part

for you or repair the one you’ve

got. I doubt that’ll cost you

$1,500, but it will involve some

labor.

TOM: And if that doesn’t

pan out, then you re down to

frozen-orange-juice cans, Lorna.

I’ve got a collection of those

from the exhaust system on my

‘74 Chevy, if you need any.

Good luck.

Short Drives Are Tough

on the Car in the Winter

Dear Tom and Ray:

My car-knowledge-chal-

lenged son lives in North

Conway, New Hampshire. His

job is about 300-yards from his

apartment. Instead of walking,

he starts his car every day and

drives the three minutes to

work. I told him that this is bad

for his new Subaru Impreza. He

was not impressed. He insists

that it is better to start the car

every day than to let it sit in the

cold weather. Please help me

educate this ingrate who does

not appreciate his father’s vast

knowledge. 

- Barney

TOM: I feel your pain,

Barney. Sure, it’s not good for a

car to drive 300 yards a day, or

even 600 yards, if you count the

round trip. When you do that,

several things happen.

RAY: First, the car runs

inefficiently until it’s fully

warmed up. When it’s warming

up, extra gasoline is being sent

into the cylinders. But not all of

that gas gets combusted. So

some of it sneaks down past the

rings and dilutes the oil.

TOM: Gasoline is not as

good a lubricant as oil. Trust

me. I’ve tried it in my brother’s

car.

RAY: The other problem is

that the exhaust is full of mois-

ture. Actually, it’s always full of

moisture. But it’s only when the

exhaust system reaches its full

operating temperature that the

system can evaporate that mois-

ture and expel it. When you

drive just 300 yards, the mois-

ture just sits there and leads to

premature rusting of the muffler

and exhaust pipes.

TOM: While he can help the

engine a little bit by driving it

more extensively on weekends

and getting everything up to full

operating temperature to expel

the moisture and gasoline from

the crankcase, he can’t reverse

the damage he’ll be doing all

week. So there’s no question

that the car won’t last as long,

and will cost him more to main-

tain, if he drives it very short

distances every day. And con-

versely, there’s absolutely no

harm in letting it sit during the

week.

RAY: Of course, cars exist

for our pleasure and conven-

ience. And if he wants to use the

car that way, and wants to spend

the money on more-frequent oil

changes and exhaust systems,

that’s his prerogative, isn’t it,

Barney? It certainly keeps peo-

ple like us in business.

TOM: But if he is con-

cerned about the cost and the

longevity of the car, then you’re

right. He should walk. Plus, it’s

healthier. Remind him it’s better

for HIS crankcase and exhaust

system, too!



32 The North Star Monthly January 2008

Daily - Northeast Kingdom

Artisans’ Guild Backroom

Gallery, Artisan’s Guild, St.

Johnsbury. 

Mondays - Story Time, St.

Johnsbury Athenaeum Youth

Library,  10:30 a.m.

(802) 748-8291.

Mondays - Story Time, Pope

Library, Danville, 10 a.m.

(802) 684-2256.

Mondays - Just Parents meet with

concerns for drugs and kids,

Parent Child Center, St.

Johnsbury, 7 p.m.

(802) 748-6040.

1st & 3rd Mondays - “Six

O’Clock Prompt,” Writers’

Support Group, 6 p.m. St.

Johnsbury Athenaeum.

(802) 633-2617.

2nd Monday - Cancer Support

Group, NVRH Conference

Room A, 4 p.m.

(802) 748-8116.

Last Monday - Alzheimer’s

Support Group, Caledonia

Home Health, Sherman Drive,

St. Johnsbury. 7 p.m.

(802) 748-8116.

Tuesdays - Baby & Toddler Story

Hour, Cobleigh Library,

Lyndonville. 10 a.m.

(802) 626-5475.

Tuesdays - Cribbage Tournaments,

6 p.m. Lake View Grange Hall,

West Barnet. (802) 684-3386.

2nd & 4th Tuesday -

Bereavement Support Group,

Caledonia Home Health,

Sherman Drive, St. Johnsbury.

5:30 p.m. (802) 748-8116.

Wednesdays - Preschool Story

Hour, Cobleigh Library,

Lyndonville. 10 a.m.

(802) 626-5475.

Wednesdays - Bridge and

Cribbage games, 12:30 p.m.,

Good Living Senior Center, St.

Johnsbury House.

(802) 748-8470.

Wednesdays - Read ’n’ Stuff,

Cobleigh Library, Lyndonville.

3:30 p.m. (802) 626-5475.

3rd Wednesday - Cardiac Support

Group, NVRH, 6:30 p.m.

(802) 748-7401.

Thursdays - Introduction to

Computers, Cobleigh Library,

Lyndonville. 10 a.m.

(802) 626-5475.

3rd Thursday - Caregivers

Support Group, Riverside Life

Enrichment Center, 10 a.m.

(802) 626-3900.

Thursdays - Read and Weed Book

Club, Cobleigh Library,

Lyndonville. 3:30 p.m.

(802) 626-5475.

Fridays - Friday Tea Room, North

Danville Baptist Church, 2-4

p.m. (802) 748-4096.

Saturday & Sunday -

Planetarium Show 1:30 p.m.

Fairbanks Museum, St.

Johnsbury. (802) 748-2372.

Saturdays - Bridge Club for all

experience levels, Cobleigh

Library, Lyndonville, 12:30

p.m. (802) 626-5475.

3rd Saturday - Breast Cancer

Support Group, Caledonia

Home Health, Sherman Drive,

St. Johnsbury, 10 a.m.

(802) 748-8116.  

January 
1 NEK Audubon Christmas Bird

Count, Call Call Charlie

Browne at (802) 748-2372.

2 “Gertrude Stein and 27 Rue de

Fleurus” with Barbara Will, St.

Johnsbury Athenaeum, 7 p.m.

(802) 748-8291.

2 “Queen Elizabeth I: Woman

Monarch in a Man’s World”

with Joanne Craig, Goodrich

Memorial Library, Newport, 7

p.m. (802) 334-7902.

5 Men’s Ecumenical Breakfast,

Methodist Church, Danville, 7

a.m. (802) 684-3666.

5 Scrabble Club, St. Johnsbury

Athenaeum, Noon - 4 p.m.

(802) 748-8291.

7 Seated Tap Dance Classes

begin at 10:30 a.m., Good

Living Senior Center, St.

Johnsbury House. Tap shoes

and experience not required.

(802) 748-8470.

7 Book Discussion, Joseph Ellis’

American Sphinx: The

Character of Thomas Jefferson,

Dailey Memorial Library,

Derby, 10:30 a.m.

(802) 766-5063.

7 NEK Audubon information and

planning meeting, 4:30 p.m.

Fairbanks Museum.

7 Nuclear Weapons Today and

Tomorrow with John Downs, 7

p.m. North Congregational

Church, St. Johnsbury.

(802) 748-3663.

7 North Danville Community

Club, Meeting, 6 p.m. North

Danville Community Center.

(802) 748-9415.

8 Book Discussion, Doris Kearns

Goodwin’s No Ordinary Time:

Franklin and Eleanor

Rossevelt on the Homefront in

World War II, Walden

Community Library, 7 p.m.

(802) 503-2630.

10 A Writing Workshop led by

Reeve Lindbergh begins at

Good Living Senior Center at

1:30 p.m. (802) 748-8470.

10 Film discussion following 7

p.m. film at Catamount Arts,

St. Johnsbury. (802) 748-8813.

12 Quilting for Warmth & Beauty,

10 a.m. - Noon. VT History

Museum, Montpelier.

(802) 828-2180.

12 Northeast Kingdom Audubon

bald eagle survey. Call Charlie

Browne for information.

(802) 748-2372.

14 Book Discussion, John

Berger’s G, Barton Public

Library, 7 p.m. (802) 525-

6524.

20 NEK Audubon trip to the

Champlain Valley. Meet in

West Danville park at intersec-

tion of US 2 and VT 15, 7 a.m.

(802) 626-9071.

See also the Arts Around the

Towns Calendar Page 14.

AROUND THE TOWNS

Januar y

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Photo By: Tom Ziobrowski

In May 2007 Beth Williams and Tom Ziobrowski visited the “Great Wall” of China in Badaling

outside Beijing.  The “Wall” is a series of stone and earthen fortifications built, rebuilt and main-

tained between the 5th century BC and the 16th century to protect the northern borders of the

Chinese Empire. Several walls, referred to as the Great Wall of China, were constructed. The most

famous is the that built between 220 BC and 200 BC by Qin Shi Huang, the first emperor of China.   

Most of the ancient walls, constructed by stamping earth and gravel between board frames,

have eroded, and very few sections remain. The current wall was built during the Ming Dynasty.

Unlike earlier walls it was stronger and more elaborate as a result of its construction with brick

and stone. At its peak the Ming Wall was guarded by more than 1 million men to defend against

Mongol raids from the north. Today tourists are brought to the “Wall” to celebrate the history of

China.

Such a long Winter,

So Many Books!!

17,000 Individual Titles

on the shelf make GREAT GIFTS!
Open Monday-Friday 7-7,   Saturday & Sunday 9-5

WWANTEDANTED
antiques,

collectibles,

household furnishings,

contents of attics,

cellars & outbuildings

By the piece

or the whole lot.

Offering current

knowledge of values

with 35 years

of experience.

Scott & Joni Palmer

684-2265
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What is your
New Year’s Resolution?

198 Eastern Avenue    St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

(802) 748-4852  (800) 838-4327
Hours: Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday   9-4 

Sandra Day, BC-HIS

(front) Isabelle

left-right (back) Diane,

Sandi, Louise

America’s Largest Hearing

Instrument Manufacturer

To learn more, visit

www.starkey.com


