
dream as Alan traveled from road house to road house, playing his

music for small money and all he could drink.

"The lifestyle was not what I wanted," he recalls. "We'd start

playing at 9 p.m. and play until 1 a.m." The "all you could drink"

supplement quickly wore thin, as did the smoke-filled venues and

other fringe benefits.

BY NATHANIEL TRIPP

D
ecember came on

hard, the last month

of a difficult year, one

which had found me adjusting

to divorce and separation

from my children, along with

the vagaries of employment,

or lack thereof. 

I was uncertain whether I

would be able to keep the

place in Vermont, which I

loved almost as much as my

children. I had been working

in Boston a few days a week

and was driving back to the

farm this particular Friday

night, thinking of what I had

to do the next day which was

mainly split more firewood.

Between one thing and anoth-

er, I had fallen seriously

behind on firewood, too.

Overhead, stars darted

between increasingly heavy

puffs of cloud as I rushed

north and into the notch, my

own headlights like twin

comets on the otherwise

empty highway. Feeling frus-

P.O. Box 319 �� Danville, VT   05828-0319
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BY JUSTIN LAVELY

A
lan Greenleaf and Jonathan Kaplan used to attend farmers

markets to buy and sell; now they show up with guitar,

piano and Greenleaf's prowess for songwriting and back-

woods vocals. Whatever your musical preference, these trouba-

dours have something for you. Their brand is Americana, a loose

subset of American folk music that is perhaps best defined as

"classic American music"-ranging in style from roots-based blue-

grass to alternative country, gospel, blues, rock and other native

forms of music. One of the main reasons Americana is used to

describe such a wide variety of musical genres is because of the

diverse range of cultural influences.

Both musicians started their musical training at a young age,

Kaplan on the piano and Greenleaf on the trumpet. As they grew

older, they spent time participating in what they call "The Golden

Age of Live Music."

In western Massachusetts, Alan caught on with a local group

that played several venues. The experience was bitter sweet. The

great musical learning experience was laced with a young man's

Maple Center Motors, Inc.
1128 Memorial Drive

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
(802) 748-4527
autotrader.com

Gary Sanborn
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Anne Baker

NEED COMPUTER HELP?
Hardware or Software

wyBatap.com

(802) 633-4395 

perstech@wybatap.com

If I’m not helpful there is no charge.

See Business Directory on Page 32.

Chainsaws
& North Country Girls
Alan Greenleaf & The Doctor deliver their 
brand of backwoods Americana
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FromtheEditor

N
ovember was a banner month for the

Beattie family. The group has plenty of past

accolades to choose from, but this past

month must have been gratifying for Marty, Jane

and Kitty, as well as their mother, Catherine.

Sisters Jane Beattie Kitchell and Kitty Beattie

Toll, both democrats, came out on top in local elec-

tions. Jane was re-elected and will be headed back

to Montpelier for her third term. Kitty, who cam-

paigned door to door, was elected to her

first term as a state representative. Later in

the month, their brother Marty was recog-

nized by the Northeast Kingdom Chamber

of Commerce not only for the improve-

ments he made at his Route 2 store in

Danville, but also for his philanthropic

nature and contributions both to Danville

and surrounding communities. He was

awarded the "Business Person of the Year Award."

The Beatties grew up on a 5th generation

Danville farm with their mother, Catherine Beattie,

a former state representative in her own right, and

her late husband, Harold Beattie. The farm contin-

ues to operate today under the direction of the next

generation of the Beattie family, all of whom are

raised with an emphasis on public and community

service. 

Jane spent 35 years in Vermont state govern-

ment, retiring in 2002 as Secretary of the Agency of

Human Services. She is an active volunteer in her

community, working on numerous projects every

year for her church, local library and Danville

Chamber of Commerce. Currently, she serves on

the boards of the Vermont Foodbank, Bradford's

Enhanced Living Inc., Northeast Regional

Community High School of Vermont, and the

Northeastern Vermont Area Health Education

Center.

Kitty is a long-time member of the Danville

Congregational Church, and presently serves on the

Board of Trustees and Board of Deacons.  For many

years, she was Co-Chair of the Danville Chamber

of Commerce, and is a past member of the Danville

Planning Commission and Zoning Board of

Adjustment.  Toll also served on the Board of

Trustees for the Pope Memorial Library.  She was

named Outstanding Teacher of the Year in the St.

Johnsbury District.

Marty's First Stop has been a landmark in the

Northeast Kingdom for the better part of two

decades. As Marty's business grew over time, he

continued investing in his hometown's buildings

and infrastructure.

We think the Northeast Kingdom Chamber of

Commerce and local voters made the right choice.

A proud family moment

WWee  tthhiinnkk  tthhee  NNoorrtthheeaasstt  KKiinnggddoomm

CChhaammbbeerr  ooff  CCoommmmeerrccee  aanndd  llooccaall

vvootteerrss  mmaaddee  tthhee  rriigghhtt  cchhooiiccee..
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ers. So we look forward to you sending your
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President Lincoln challenged to a duel, the rebuilding of a saw mill in

McIndoe Falls bankrupts owner, who winds up in jail

THE NORTH STAR

November 9, 1877

China Shuns Railroad - The

Chinese government, according to

a recent cable dispatch, after a brief

experiment with the railroad, has

decided that this modern innova-

tion is not compatible with

Celestial civilization, and has

accordingly stopped the only road

in the empire - the one recently

constructed between Shanghai and

Woosung. The opposition is said

to rest on a belief that the "Fire

Dragon" would deprive the poor

people of the wages they earned as

carriers, and there is also a super-

stition that evil spirits attend the

monster. But the government is

old enough to have outgrown the

childish belief in bugaboos. The

question remains, will the iron

horse allow itself to be vanquished

by the Celestials, or will it run over

that nation as it has every other.

Earthquake - Last Sunday

morning, about 2 a.m., several resi-

dents of this village awoke to what

they believed was an earthquake

shock, but such was really the fact.

On the morning, the shock was felt

throughout New England, north-

ern New York and Canada. The

shock passed from west to east and

in some places lasted over a

minute. A rumbling noise, fol-

lowed by the shaking of buildings

was heard. No serious damage has

been reported, but in many places

the shock caused bells to ring and

articles to be thrown around. In

Burlington, the shock was the most

violent experienced in years - build-

ings were shaken, bells were rung,

and people were awakened from

their sleep much terrified, some

running into the street. At St.

Johnsbury and Rutland, the shock

was more or less felt but in any

case, no serious damage was report-

ed.

Bear Killed - The last Lyndon

Union relates the following:

Last Sunday, Lyman Hudson

was in the Ferdinand Forest, in

Newark, to examine traps he had

set for small game and encoun-

tered a two-year-old bear. By the

tracks in the vicinity, he knew that

several bears had passed that way

recently, and for all he knew, were

still in sight of him. Hudson sent

in another discharge when the bear

came out to fight and immediately

withdrew again, occasionally snap-

ping out a paw to show fight.

Hudson kept a nervous lookout for

more bears while he put in a new

charge but they failed to appear

while he aimed under the rock

again and fired. The bear came out

full form and Hudson hit it over

the head with an ax. The bear then

put both paws up to its ears and

cried like a child but offered no fur-

ther resistance, submitting grace-

fully to have its throat cut.

November 16, 1877

President's Duel - A story full

of inaccuracies concerning the

duel between President Abraham

Lincoln and General Shields has

been going the rounds of the news-

papers. We have recently learned

in reference to this affair by George

T. Brown, who was present and wit-

nessed the closing scenes in the

somewhat remarkable drama spo-

ken of. The misunderstanding

originated through a publication

in the Sangamon Journal. Written

by Miss Julia Jayne, afterward Mrs.

Lyman Trumbull, but for which

Mr. Lincoln assumed the responsi-

bility. This led to the duel with

Shields, who felt himself aggrieved

by the article in question. Lincoln,

being the challenged party, chose

broadswords as their weapons,

hoping to terminate combat with-

out bloodshed. The parties and

their friends came to Alton,

crossed the river, and selected a

point a few hundred yards above a

point across from Plaza Street.

Through the friendly efforts of

Col. E.D. Baker, Col. John J.

Harding and others the affair was

amicably arranged on the duel

ground and the principals were

ever after warm friends.

In Jail - John Lines, of Victory,

was put into the St. Johnsbury jail

recently, on account of taking

honey from a tree that had been

previously marked by William

Stone. Stone sued him, obtaining a

judgment of $15 and costs, the exe-

cution amounting to about $30,

which he failed to pay.

Potatoes - M.D. Scott, of

Westmore, has raised this season

450 bushels of potatoes from an

acre of ground.

Coal - Some more of our village

residents are to burn coal this win-

ter. Coal is said to be very cheap in

price, the cheapest it was ever

known to be, which must result in

very materially reducing the price

of wood this winter.

Never saw It - George Stocker,

of Danville, was in West Danville

last Tuesday where he interviewed

a circular saw, in swift motion, at

Merrill's shop. He had his arm on

the table when the saw caught his

coat sleeve near the elbow and tore

the cloth just enough to escape the

flesh. George, having already lost

one hand by accident, thought he

wouldn't interview the saw any

longer.

Scales - There was shipped

from the scale factory 38 car loads

of scales in September, and 41 car

loads in October. And there was

received of manufacturing material

in September, 139 car loads and in

October 154 car loads. Of this

number of cars, more than seven-

eighths were received and shipped

over the Portland & Ogdensburg

Railroad.

December 7, 1877

R.E. Peabody, of saw mill and

lumber notoriety has come to grief,

and now lives in St. Johnsbury jail

where he was confined last Sunday

morning.  He was arrested on the

charge of forgery and has admitted

to the crime to the amount for

$13,000, all of which was for notes

uttered by him, on which he never

received a cent of money, but were

issued and distributed by him to

his creditors who were pressing

him for payment or additional

security. Peabody started a big mill

and went extensively into the lum-

ber business in the town of Groton

a few years since on the line of the

Wells River Railroad. He caused

everything around him to prosper

and among other deeds, founded

the town of Peabody Station on the

line of the new railroad. Peabody

had in his view, at no distant day a

town with paved streets, marble

edifices, a theater, gas, daily news-

paper and all other modern

improvements. Before his dream

was realized, there was a heavy fire

at McIndoe Falls, in which the

large lumber at that point was

destroyed. The times were close

and hard and the capitalists were

afraid to invest in rebuilding the

mill. Peabody stepped to the front

and rebuilt it in magnificent shape,

at a heavy expense, and placed

therein the most costly and

approved machinery. It was an

amazing triumph for Peabody and

a good thing for the village of

McIndoe Falls, but an exceedingly

bad thing for Peabody's creditors

and more intimate friends. Owing

to the heavy financial load under

which he was staggering, the mill

property soon passed out of his

hands.
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B
ack in 1936, when President Roosevelt won

his second term, Maine and Vermont were the

only states that supported Republican Alf Landon.

Headlines read, "As goes Maine, so goes

Vermont". I was only 17 at the time and part of a

solidly Republican family that was a summer resi-

dent of Maine, one of the best state in

the republic. I have proudly called

myself a Mainiac over the years.

In the Nov. 15 issue of the

Caledonian-Record, there was a

depressing and chilling article about the

"hundreds" of incidents of "hate crimes"

since Obama's election that are many

more than usual, said Mark Potok of the

Southern Poverty Law Center, The article identi-

fied recent incidents in 13 states that highlighted

the stubborn racism still in America. Vermont was

not one of them; I am not worried that it will

become one,

One of two incidents in Maine was particular-

ly painful for me to read about. Standish is a small

rural town located a few miles from North

Waterboro where I happily spent every summer

until I graduated from college at age 21. A sign

inside the Oak Hill General Store read: "Osama

Obama Shotgun Pool." Customers could sign up to

bet one dollar on a date when Obama would be

killed. "Stabbing, shooting, roadside bombs, they

all count" the sign said. At the bottom of the mark-

er board was written, "Let's hope someone wins."

I was so incensed that I called information for

the telephone number of the store, anxious to find

out how many had paid to join the pool, or, hope-

fully, that the pool was really a misguided and

deplorable hoax. I learned that the phone had been

disconnected. I have since learned from my

nephew in North Waterboro that the store is rented

from an Obama supporter, so I expect that some-

thing is bound to happen. The least that Standish

folks could do is to boycott the store until the

offending sign comes down.

The last thing thinking Americans want is for

Barack Obama to become a martyr because of his

race. Incidents such as those described in the arti-

cle can't help but encourage the rare zealot to act

irrationally. Presidents Kennedy and Reagan were

victimized in recent time as were Bobby Kennedy

and Martin Luther King. In our nation where too

many people choose violence to vent their anger,

one never knows what spark could ignite an indi-

vidual or group to protest anger with violence.

Our Secret Service, mandated to protect our

president and his family, must have learned a great

deal in recent years about anticipating violence.

Nevertheless, during the recent national primary

and general elections, I couldn't help but shudder

occasionally as the candidates mixed freely with

the crowds, their only protection being a bevy of

conservatively dressed agents who could do noth-

ing but carefully observe the individuals closest to

the candidates. But there is a limit to the effective-

ness of such surveillance. We can be thankful that

the vast majority of individuals in such crowds are

law-abiding citizens intent on learning more about

the candidates and lending them their support.

One of the great global challenges is to encour-

age and welcome diversity in societies. The United

States has come a long way from the days in the

1960s when my law partner Bob Rachlin and I

each spent two weeks in Mississippi to help the

few overworked lawyers who were defending the

civil rights of black citizens. Local, white Lawyers

would not become involved, fearing for their lives

and the survival of their practices.

I went back to Mississippi in 1997 to see what

changes night have taken place. One successful

black lawyer in West Point had some white clients,

and was the county prosecutor and a first-term

senator in the Mississippi legislature. Except for

the fact that he didn't socialize with whites, life

couldn't have been better. There were no econom-

ic barriers that he had to overcome. What a

change!? 

Our political systems are currently faced with

diversity problems. Well-educated Hispanics and

African-Americans are numerous, and a political

party ignoring or belittling them does so at its risk

of rejection at the polls. Each year our public and

private educators and employers generally, do a

better job of encouraging and bringing about true

diversity. It will be a never-ending job as more and

more minority people fight for equality. Our place

in the world will be defined, in part, by how other

nations view our efforts. The election of Barack

Obama was a giant step in the right direction.

It is up to all citizens to diminish chances of a

presidential assassination by their words and

actions at all times.
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Comfort

Inn & Suites

SINGLE FAMILY*
1 MONTH $125 $175

3 MONTHS 200 250

6 MONTHS 250 350

1 YEAR 325 550

* 2 adults and 2 children
* Other restrictions apply,
* call for details.

St. Johnsbury, Vermont
US ROUTE 5 SOUTH AT I-91 AND I-93

8O2748-15OO

now
ACCEPTING
MEMBERS!

Health&FITNESS
CENTER

$150         $300

$225         $375

$375         $525

$525         $675

* 2 adults and 2 children  

Other restrictions apply.

Inquire about membership for couples

or seniors. Call for details.

Holiday Hours
Monday-Saturday 9-5 (11/24-12/24)

Sunday 11-5 (12/7-12/21)

Evenings until 8 (12/15-12/23)

KKeennnneeddyy’’ss
DDiiaammoonnddss  �� FFiinnee  JJeewweellrryy

Jim Kennedy, Jeweler

BALSAM & FRASER FIR

Cut Your Own:  $15 - $25

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Hot Chocolate to warm the kids 

on weekends.

2113 Thaddeus Stevens Road in Peacham,

two miles from Greenbanks Hollow covered

bridge or 2.2 miles up Thaddeus Stevens Road

from East Peacham, (802) 592-3366

Building & Remodeling

Painting & Wallpapering

Snowplowing & Sanding

EMMONS & YOUNG

CONSTRUCTION

Jim  (802) 684-3856    1154 Bruce Badger Memorial Hwy.

Dana  (802) 633-3844                          Danville, VT 05828

As Goes Maine,Vermont

refuses to go
BY JOHN DOWNS

OOnnee  ooff  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  gglloobbaall  cchhaalllleenneeggeess  iiss

ttoo  eennccoouurraaggee  aanndd  wweellccoommee  ddiivveerrssiittyy

iinn  ssoocciieettiieess

The Feast

A touch of frost was all it took!

A wealth of tiny apples,

translucent gold and red,

glowing amid fall leaves,

are now a beacon for the birds.

Robins and Grosbeaks

gorge on the fruit,

and then like drunks

stumbling from a pub,

they get ready to fly.

These miniature B-52’s

are overloaded.  They fly

unsteadily to the nearest perch.

They sit swaying, glassy-eyed,

wanting to burp!

- Isobel P. Swartz

Photo reprints are available at:

www.northstarmonthly.com
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LetterstotheEditorConfusion & Reflection
BY ISOBEL P. SWARTZ

I
am confused!  I know this because I had

already written my monthly column for the

North Star, but something was not right.  I final-

ly realized that I have a different perspective on

the election of Barack Obama as president than

most voters, and I have to get it off my chest!

Every journal, newspaper and magazine, and

all the pundits on TV and radio have held forth

on the amazing and transcending event that hap-

pened on Nov 4th, 2008.  I agree!  I am thrilled,

but for me the viewpoint is different.  I think it is

also relevant because I may represent a more

objective view.  At heart I am not an American,

even though I have lived in the U.S. for 43 years,

am an American citizen with an American hus-

band and family, and have been involved in

many facets of local community life.  My reason

for saying this is because I cannot relate person-

ally to the depths of guilt and misery that many

native-born Americans, black and white, feel

about slavery.

Great Britain was involved heavily in the

slave trade in the 18th and 19th centuries.  In the

late 1700’s, more than 35,000 Africans a year

were captured and sold into slavery, by British

slavers.  I learned about this in school, and I also

learned about William Wilberforce, 1759-1833,

who worked to finally end the British slave trade

in most of the British Empire, with the passage

of the Slavery Abolition Act in 1833.  It was part

of 19th century British history; it happened a

long time ago and it never made much impres-

sion on me!  

This sounds cold-hearted, but these slaves

for the most part had been employed in the

“Colonies”, especially the West Indies, that mys-

terious part of the British Empire that, as a

teenager, I knew or cared little about.  Some of

them were servants in the homes of the 18th cen-

tury British landed aristocracy, but so were many

poor British people.  I was much more disturbed

and outraged by the descriptions and statistics

about the labor conditions of women and chil-

dren in the 19th century mills, mines and facto-

ries of my own industrial Yorkshire.  

Life in Britain today is multicultural.  Many

people from former colonies and the

Commonwealth came to Britain over the years.

Any Commonwealth resident could settle in

Britain.  They were not always welcome,

because of differing life styles and the lack of

jobs, but they came anyway. Eventually they

were integrated and became an important part of

the labor force. Today there are still cultural,

racial and religious clashes, and conflicts within

communities. Much of this is economically

based, rather than on underlying memories of

slavery and oppression.

I believe that they had “moved on” psycho-

logically, and were looking forward, instead of

lingering over past injustice.  Britain, despite its

abuse of its colonies, left one important contri-

bution to them – education.  Even when I was in

the university in the 1950’s many of my class-

mates were from Africa, India and Pakistan.

These were students from diverse backgrounds,

as equally qualified as I was, taking the opportu-

nity offered to them for a good higher education.

As an imported American, what excites me

most about the 2008 US election, is that we have

chosen a young, intelligent, well-educated presi-

dent.  Barack Obama is a man who has risen to

this position of power, and some wealth, through

intellectual ability and hard work.  This is a path

open to all Americans who have the ability, time

and persistence to work for a goal that is impor-

tant to them.  It is a great example for the young

people of today who may have been thinking that

it’s not who you are that matters, but who you

know and how much money you have.

If Obama’s election finally begins to put to

rest the ghost of slavery that has always hovered

over American History, if this encourages blacks

and whites to move forward together, equally at

last, it truly will be a great achievement.

Dear North Star,

I was especially interested in the piece entitled “General Miles’s

Report,” in the history section of your October issue of the North Star

monthly.

My grandfather, General George William Baird, served as assistant

Adjutant General to General Miles when Chief Joseph and his band of

Nez Perces Indians surrendered in 1877.

Later General Miles’ family gave to my family Chief Joseph’s gun

which we, in turn, gave to the Museum of the American Indians then in

New York City. Both my grandfather and General Miles were great

admirers of Chief Joseph and the Nez Perces Indians, but it was not for

several years that General Miles was able to have the Nez Perces return

from the Indian Territory to their own land. In my family, we always

liked the tale that my grandfather had suggested to General Miles that

they allow Chief Joseph and the Nez Perces Indians to go into Canada

only some 40 miles from where they were located.

But General Miles felt he must follow orders and the battle ensued.

Indeed, my grandfather was actually wounded and was later to receive

the Medal of Honor for “carrying orders and inspiring the command with

his own bravery.”

Sincerely yours, 

Betty Baird Nickerson 

Peacham, Vt.

SALT and SAND SPREADERS

8-foot

Stainless

Steel

Spreader

• Briggs & Sratton

“Itek” 10.5 hp engine

• Fixed long chute

or swing-away

short chute

Plus tax and

installation

SOUTH MAIN AUTOSOUTH MAIN AUTO
SALES and SERVICE

448 Main Street • St. Johnsbury, Vermont 

802-748-3219 • 802-748-9694

$3,995

• www.southmainsalesandservice.com • 

*

*
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Danville Restaurant & Inn
Casual Dining � Lodging � Fully Licensed

FRIDAY NIGHT SPECIAL

Chicken Pie Buffet  $9.95

SATURDAY NIGHT BUFFET: $11.95 

Breakfast: Tuesday - Saturday  7 - 11 a.m.

Lunch: Tuesday - Friday  11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Dinner Reservations are a must.

Main Street, Danville VT

(802) 684-3484
Steve A. Cobb, owner

Justice of the Peace & Notary Public

Weddings/Civil Unions

By appointment or by chance

663 Old Center Road, St. Johnsbury, Vermont 05819

(802) 748-8797    Fax (802) 748-8609

When you think insurance...

December Meal Schedule

Meals at Danville

Methodist Church. All

meals served with a bever-

age, homemade breads and

desserts. Reservations are

appreciated by calling (802)

684-3903 before 9:30 a.m.

on day of the meal. A dona-

tion of $4 for guests 60+

(Others $5) is appreciated.

Dec. 2 - Baked beans, hot

dogs, corn bread, carrots

and V-8 juice.

Dec. 4 - Creamy spinach

and artichoke dip, turkey

stir fry and rice.

Dec. 9 - Chicken a la king,

peas, stuffing, carrots and

juice.

Dec. 11 - Taco salad, refried

beans, salsa, tropical fruit

salad.

Dec. 16 - Holiday Dinner at

the Danville Inn.

Dec. 18 - Vegetable

lasagna, tossed salad, garlic

bread and OJ.

Dec. 23 - Pepperoni or veg-

gie pizza, tosses salad,

apple crisp and juice. (Cub

Scouts will be caroling!)

Merry Christmas

Dec. 30 - Oven BBQ chick-

en, broccoli cheese and rice

casserole, blueberry muffins

and carrots.

Happy New Year!

Danville

Senior Action

Center

trated, lonely, and even a little

scared at that time in my life, I

had no idea that my own universe

was on a collision course with

another.

Meanwhile, back at the farm,

the seventh month of life must

have seemed like the most bliss-

ful of all to universe number two.

After a summer filled with good

things to eat, including a nibble

of my broccoli and Brussels

sprouts, and some confusing

moments during rifle season, the

apples were tasting better and

better. Freezing at night and

thawing by day, they were soft

and filled with cider. By 11:00 #2

had a pretty good buzz on when I

came around the corner on the

last leg of my journey, going

about 20 MPH. There she was,

leaping in front of me. I thought I

saw a faint smile on her lips.

Then she did a sort of plie and

disappeared. I felt no impact,

heard no sound. “Well, at least I

didn’t hit that deer” was one of

my last thoughts that evening.      

The next day was one of those

perfect early December mornings

with brilliant blue skies and a

nice tracking snow. I cranked up

the cook stove, piled more wet

firewood on top of the stove to

dry, and made some coffee. I

went outside and took a look at

the front of the car. Not a mark on

it. Then I followed the twin

tracks of my trusty Hakkapelittas

about five hundred feet to where

they intersected with the tracks of

universe #2. There it was, out in

the middle of the hayfield, a faint

smile now literally frozen on its

lips. At first I was stunned and

transfixed by this tableau of sac-

rifice. But as the moments passed

I became ever more grateful and

even euphoric. I went back to the

house stepping more lightly than

I had in months. 

I immediately started calling

my friends and telling them about

my deer. Fortunately, one of them

warned me that I should add the

game warden to my call list

before making any plans involv-

ing the deer. Ken Denton, who

may have a slightly different ver-

sion of this story, showed up later

that day and listened patiently as

I explained that I still wasn’t sure

I had actually hit the deer. Then

he gave me a short lesson in field

dressing, which also served as an

autopsy and revealed that I had,

indeed, struck the deer, or else

maybe it had fallen from a great

height. I bought a tag.

This was not a trophy buck

but at sixty pounds it was easy

enough to haul back to the barn.

I hung it just inside the door for

all to see, hoping that the mail

man and the UPS man and any

others who happened by would

be suitably impressed by my

prowess.  Alone with my deer in

the twilight, I felt a great com-

munion with its spirit, the spirit

of the hunter, the spirits of my

ancestors, as well as gratitude.

Having never been so intimate

with a deer before, I marveled at

its beauty, the perfection of its

design, the grace of its form and

the purity of the white belly hair,

the tawny flanks, the black

accents. And having not had a

really good meal in a while, I

began to imagine what it might

taste like. 

There have been many bless-

ings in my life, this deer among

them, but another is to have that

same Vanna of “No Small

Potatoes” fame as a close friend

and neighbor. I had consulted

with her and her husband Jack

from the start; I think Jack was

the one who suggested calling the

warden. I had even hunted with

Jack in the past, hunted to no

avail, and we

agreed this was an

excellent opportu-

nity. A week or

two later I took

my deer over to

their place where

the three of us,

Jack with the saw

and Vanna with

the knife, disas-

sembled the deer.

We used the tech-

nique which Vanna recommend-

ed, which is more of an anatomi-

cal dissection following the grain

of the musculature. I was left

with a few fine steaks and some-

thing that looked like a deer that

had been hit by an eighteen

wheeler. But while working we

had also speculated upon the pos-

sibilities of re-assmbling this

deer around a stuffing of, as I

recall, chestnuts and oysters

among many other things after

steeping it in a marinade. Vanna

may want to weigh in on this.

As the solstice drew near,

with its promise of renewal

against what seemed like grim

odds, I invited all my best

friends. It was, as I recall, the

first real party here since that

marriage had broken up and they

all came bearing gifts of side

dishes and libations. The dining

room table was two doors atop

saw horses, covered with a bed

spread and surrounded by an odd

assortment of chairs.  A few may

have even had to sit on sheet

rock buckets but nobody cared.

As they left, left late after a long

and uproarious evening, I stood

outside under the stars warning

my guests to watch out for the

deer which were certainly dining

upon the roadside apples, as they

do to this day. Oh, those stars on

a cold clear night! 

I felt that Vermont had given

me the best gifts of all; great

food and friendship and the

promise of years ahead. And in

less than a week, my children

would be home for Christmas.

The Year I finally Got My Deer
Continued from Page 1

TThheenn  hhee  ggaavvee  mmee  aa  sshhoorrtt

lleessssoonn  iinn  ffiieelldd  ddrreessssiinngg,,

wwhhiicchh  aallssoo  sseerrvveedd  aass  aann

aauuttooppssyy  aanndd  rreevveeaalleedd  tthhaatt  II

hhaadd,,  iinnddeeeedd,,  ssttrruucckk  tthhee

ddeeeerr,,  oorr  eellssee  mmaayybbee  iitt  hhaadd

ffaalllleenn  ffrroomm  aa  ggrreeaatt  hheeiigghhtt..  II

bboouugghhtt  aa  ttaagg..
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Follow the Money

by Rachel Siegel
$

“Adeste fidelis”

So here we are: incomes stag-

nant, home equity gone, nest

eggs scrambled, and no credit to

ease the pain with the salve of

materialism. We will get up and

go to work every day, and we

will wonder how it will all end. 

We will resent those wealthy

enough to wait it out, for their

wealth came from private mar-

kets and inordinate risks that

eventually overwhelmed not

only their own esoteric invest-

ments but the markets them-

selves, our markets. The same

markets in which we tried des-

perately to get the toe hold in

capitalism that our shrinking

wages couldn’t afford: in which

we tried to finance a house or a

vacation before our kids were

grown, in which we tried to

finance an education that would

pay off in our lifetimes, in which

we tried to fund a retirement to

replace disappearing corporate

benefits. Such resentment can be

the stuff of revolution.

During the Great Depression,

the labor market froze. Through

the New Deal, the Federal gov-

ernment tried to create jobs, to

become the employer of last

resort. That didn’t end the

Depression, although other fac-

tors such as bad trade and mone-

tary policies may have inter-

fered, but it did make people feel

better, and it very likely saved

capitalism. The Depression was

such a theoretical as well as real

abyss that restoring people’s

faith may have been as important

as restoring incomes.

Now, we hear that the credit

markets are “frozen.” Banks,

even if they have the liquidity,

are unwilling to lend at all: to

consumers, businesses, or even

to each other. So the Federal

Reserve is lending directly to

banks and corporations. It is

guaranteeing mortgage guaran-

tors. The Fed has always had the

power to be the lender of last

resort, and although it has rarely

used that power, it is making up

for lost time now. 

The Fed and the Treasury are

also buying up commercial paper

and even equity in struggling

banks and corporations. They are

buying any bad investment out

there, in hopes of keeping mar-

kets liquid and confident. The

US government has become the

investor of last resort.

This manic lending and investing

is the New New Deal, attempting

to reverse the ugly feedback loop

of fiduciary fear that has para-

lyzed our banking system and

threatens recession and unem-

ployment.

The government’s really dif-

ficult job, though, even tougher

than reviving the economy, will

be to revive our faith in capital-

ism as we knew it. For even

when the credit markets finally

get their fill of liquidity and cap-

ital flows again, lenders won’t be

able to lend as freely, constrained

either by shareholders or regula-

tors, who may even be one and

the same.

Without easy credit, con-

sumption will necessarily be

restrained, because most of us

have not seen any real increase in

incomes for a generation and our

consumption has been enabled

only by debt. It will become

increasingly and painfully appar-

ent to more of us that in the last

generation we have not earned

our standard of living so much as

borrowed it, and now the loan

has come due with no rollover

clause.

Since consumer spending

accounts for 70 percent of our

GDP, business profits and thus

investment and therefore growth

will be constrained, and so equi-

ty share values. Then those of us

who did save and who did invest

prudently - for growth to sustain

us in our ever longer older age –

will see our best laid plans gone,

and our imagined good life gone

with them.

So the federal government

will respond with dramatic ges-

tures, some of more economic

substance and significance and

DDuurriinngg  NNaattiioonnaall  RReedd  RRiibbbboonn

WWeeeekk  iinn  OOccttoobbeerr,,  tthhee

PPeeaacchhaamm  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll

hheelldd  mmaannyy  aaccttiivviittiieess  ttoo  eedduu--

ccaattee  eeaacchh  ootthheerr  aabboouutt  rreeaa--

ssoonnss  ttoo  ssttaayy  ddrruugg  ffrreeee  dduurriinngg

tthheeiirr  lliivveess..  TThhiiss  wwaass  aa  ccoonntteesstt

wwiitthh  aa  wwiinnnneerr  ggooiinngg  iinnttoo  llooccaall

nneewwssppaappeerrss,,  bbuutt  iinn  tthhee  eenndd,,

aallll  tthhee  ppoosstteerrss  wwaarrrraanntteedd  aa

ssppoott..  FFiirrsstt  aanndd  SSeeccoonndd  GGrraaddee

aarree  oonn  tthhee  ttoopp  rriigghhtt  aanndd  FFiifftthh

aanndd  SSiixxtthh  GGrraaddeerrss  aarree  oonn  tthhee

ttoopp  lleefftt..  TThhee  bboottttoomm  ppoosstteerrss

wweerree  mmaaddee  bbyy  TThhiirrdd  aanndd

FFoouurrtthh  GGrraaddeerrss..

Peacham School

some more as placebos, as it has

already begun to do. It will strain

to restore markets, and it will

strain to restore faith. It will have

to become not just the employer,

lender, and investor of last resort,

but also the reformer of last

resort, convincing us that next

time things will be different.

Of course, things already are dif-

ferent. This is not Another Great

Depression: we now have a more

evolved banking system and

more globally complex financial

markets, we have some safety

nets, and we have almost eighty

more years of experience with

capitalism. We have a worldwide

consensus that it’s the way to go,

based on evidence that alterna-

tives will at best provide small

comfort. Still, for all its success-

es, capitalism has stood us up

again, and by now, some of us

have lost the bloom – and naïveté

– of youth.

Rachel S. Siegel, CFA, con-

sults on investment portfolio per-

formance and strategy, and on

accounting and tax dilemmas.

She has an MBA from Yale; she is

a professor in the business

administration department at

Lyndon State College. “Follow

the Money” has been a regular

feature in the Northstar since

July 2001.
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"It always reminded me of that

Waylon Jennings song, 'I ain't livin' long

like this.'"

Alan settled down and got married.

Growing up hearing tales of his grand-

parents 15-generation farm in Maine, he

decided to built a log cabin off the grid

in Huntington, Mass., to "hearken back"

to a lifestyle he greatly missed. His

grandparents eventually left their farm

to work at a shoe factory north of

Boston. Alan's grandmother later died in

the suburbs of Boston, leaving him with

no relatives in Massachusetts and the

house to sell. 

At the same time, wide-spread

development was coming to Huntington

and the Greenleaf's were becoming dis-

enfranchised with their surroundings.

Alan received $47,000 in proceeds from

selling his grandmother's house, which

the couple used as seed money for their

move to Vermont. Alan's ex-wife had

befriended Harry Welch, an established

Groton farmer the couple had spent time

working for during brief trips to the

Northeast Kingdom. The Greenleaf's

would work for Maple Syrup, which

they transported to Massachusetts and

sold at farmer's markets.

Alan says buying his land and build-

ing his house took all $47,000, but the

couple had no mortgage and a chance to

live the lifestyle they dreamed of,

though sometimes it was more difficult

than they expected.

"I often romanticized about the

farming lifestyle," he said. "I wanted a

real life and sometimes, it was too real.

Scraping along is very

humbling."

The Greenleaf's were

looking for a simpler

existence deep in the

Northeast Kingdom

woods. A nearby farmer

sold them 200 acres of

undeveloped farm land,

far from electricity, in

Peacham for a rock bot-

tom price. As it turned

out, the price wasn't the

only thing that was

rocky. Alan quickly

went to work building

his home and setting up

his cattle farm. The next 20 years were

spent raising his two daughters "off the

grid." The family turned to solar panels

for electricity, while they grew and

slaughtered most of their own food. In

its hayday, Greenleaf's farm sported 20

head of cattle and 1,000 maple syrup

taps. Alan remembers the occasionally

difficulties of raising two daughters

with a finite supply of electricity.

Inevitably, hair dryers were often

stashed behind bedroom furniture.

"It was a hardship for the kids when

they got older and became teenagers,"

he said. Before they had kids, the

Greenleafs used only kerosene lamps so

solar power "wasn't a hardship at all"

for the parents.

After years of fighting for a fair

price for his beef, Alan sold his last

heifer in 2001 and quit farming. He

watched as the woods

slowly reclaimed his

grazing pastures.

"When I bought this,

the farmer told me it

was going back to the

Indians," he remembers.

"I guess it is again."

Alan's life of passing

the farm on to his chil-

dren was also derailed

when his daughters

showed little interest .

Not long ago, Alan

and his wife went their

separate ways and one

of his daughters headed off to college.

The other is attending St. Johnsbury

Academy. Though this may seem like a

run of bad luck for a man who spent

most of his life building his home and

working the land, Alan recalls it differ-

ently in what is arguably his most popu-

lar song, "I Love My Chainsaw."

GGoott  mmaannyy  tthhiinnggss  ttoo  bbee  tthhaannkkffuull  ffoorr

iinn  tthhiiss  lliiffee

TTwwoo  bbeeaauuttiiffuull  ddaauugghhtteerrss,,  

aa  hhaannddssoommee  eexx--wwiiffee

NNoott  ttoooo--oolldd  ppiicckkuupp  

oouutt  iinn  tthhee  yyaarrdd

NNoott  ttoooo  mmuucchh  rruunn  uupp  

oonn  mmyy  ccrreeddiitt  ccaarrdd

GGoott  mmyy  ttrruussttyy  oolldd  

FFoorrdd  ttrraaccttoorr  iinn  tthhee  bbaarrnn

MMaannyy  nniiccee  hhaanndd  ttoooollss  

ttoo  wwoorrkk  tthhiiss  oolldd  rroocckkyy  ffaarrmm

AAnndd  iinn  ttrruutthh,,  tthheerree''ss  nnoott  mmuucchh  wwiitthh

wwhhiicchh  II''dd  ggllaaddllyy  ppaarrtt

Using music as an outlet, Alan

enjoyed a successful solo stint on the

Vermont live music scene, touring local

bars and farmer's markets all over the

state. But a few years back, he met

Jonathan, who was running the famous

school lunch program at the Peacham

School. Jonathan was a local vegetable

farmer, who was using local, organic

foods to supply the program. 

"I was ahead of my time," says

Jonathan, who wishes he had waited a

few years for the "localvore" movement

to take root. "We could have kept Alan's

farm in business if we knew how popu-

lar 'buying local' was going to become."

Jonathan in many ways is the

antithesis of Alan. While Alan was

farming his land in Huntington,

Jonathan was earning degree after

degree from the University of Rhode

Island, before moving to Durham, N.H.

where he earned his P.H.D. in Botany.

Education was different in those days,

he remembers, his entire educational

experience cost him $7,000. He gave up

farming vegetables in 1999 because he

quickly discovered how difficult it is to

farm with a mortgage. Now, when he's

not playing gigs with Alan or tending

his pigs, "The Doctor" teaches science

courses part-time for Lyndon State

College. As a young man, Jonathan

sometimes resented the piano lessons

that were forced on him by his parents.

But as time went on, his dexterity and

skill improved and he entered what he

calls the "higher levels of music."

Hard livin’ with soft songs
Two farmers turn to music and lyrics, born in the Northeast Kingdom woods 



between local females and

warm weather called, "North

Country Girls."

AAhh,,  tthhoossee  NNoorrtthh  CCoouunnttrryy

ggiirrllss,,

WWhheenn  tthhee  hhaattss  ccoommee  ooffff

aanndd  tthheeyy  bboouunnccee  tthheeiirr

ccuurrllss

TThhoossee  NNoorrtthh  CCoouunnttrryy  ggiirrllss,,

WWhheenn  tthhee  ccooaattss  ccoommee  ooffff

iitt''ss  aa  wwhhoollee  nneeww  wwoorrlldd

TThhoossee  NNoorrtthh  CCoouunnttrryy  ggiirrllss,,

SSaasshhaayyiinngg  iinn  tthhee  SSpprriinngg

ssuunnsshhiinnee..

WWhheerree  tthhee  WWiinntteerr''ss  aarree

lloonngg  aanndd  tthhee  ffaarrmmeerr''ss

ssttrroonngg  aanndd  tthhee  llooggggeerrss  ssttiillll

lloogg

YYoouu  mmiigghhtt  sseeee  ssoommee

sshheeeepp,,  hheeaarr  tthhee  ppeeeeppeerrss

ppeeeepp  ddoowwnn  iinn  tthhee  bboogg

WWhheenn  tthhee  rriivveerrss  aarree  rruunn--

nniinngg  aanndd  tthhee  ttuurrttlleess  ssuunn--

nniinngg  aanndd  yyoouu  ggrraabb  yyoouurr

ffiisshhiinngg  rroodd

TThhaatt''ss  wwhheenn  tthhee  ggaallss  hheeaadd

ttoo  ttoowwnn  aanndd  tthhee  sspprriinngg  ssuunn

iiss  ppoouurriinngg  ddoowwnn

With the help of their con-

stantly changing musical style,

"Alan Greenleaf and The

Doctor" have the ability to

appeal to large population of

Northeast Kingdom listeners

and beyond.

Alan's songwriting process

seems unique, though he

believes many creative people

use something similar. He often

writes his music late at night

when he's "half asleep,"

because, as he puts it, "It's a

time when I'm out of my own

way."

"I think all creative people

say the same thing. You can't

just suddenly decide to sit

down and be creative. You need

a large block of free time.

Sometimes, I'll be working in

my garden and start humming a

tune. I'll stop and say, 'What

was that.'

Both Alan and Jonathan

believe that modern life is hav-

ing an adverse affect on cre-

ativity. Too many distractions

and too much "artificial and

immediate gratification" keep

children from really searching

their souls for the creativity

found within.

For Alan and "Doc," the

quiet, tranquil life of Peacham

offers plenty of time for hum-

ming and listeners everywhere

are better for it. 
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“Your Clear Choice in Auto Glass Replacement”

Windshield World
“We Come to You”

�FREE COURTESY CAR OR MOBILE SERVICE

�INSURANCE APPROVED FOR DIRECT BILLING

�WRITTEN WARRANTY

�ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT SAFETY GLASS

�LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

BARRE 479-0666

HARDWICK 472-5554

WHITE RIVER JCT. 295-9903

NEWPORT 334-1348

GORHAM, NH 752-1414

DIAL TOLL FREE

800-639-0666
“PROMPT FRIENDLY SERVICE”

ST. JOHNSBURY

371 Memorial Drive � 748-3310

MICHAEL K. WALSH & SON, Builders

New Construction � Remodeling � Renovations

Finish Work � Decks �Wallpapering � etc.

� Call Now for Winter Projects

Solid reputation of quality workmanship,

reasonable rates and dependability

Over 25 years of experience     (802) 684-3977 Danville, VT

AFFORDABLE TIRE &
AUTOMOTIVE CENTER

A

Store Hours: Mon. & Thu. – 8-6:30 • Tue., Wed. & Fri. – 8-5 • Sat. 8-12

802-535-3391 • www.affordabletireandauto.com

Across from Mayo’s Glass, St. Johnsbury • Look for sign.

Happy Holidays

to all our valued customers.

"It became my release from

studies." Jonathan has held

numerous jobs, including Food

& Beverage Manager for the

Red Coach Inn in Franconia,

N.H. The duo often returned to

play at the Red Coach and

other Franconia venues such as

the Cannon Mountain View.

Their CDs, which they sell dur-

ing their performances and

through their website, are pro-

duced in Easton at Mojo

Studios, a  grassroots recording

business founded by a few

members of "The Wicked

Smart Horned Band."

Their CD sales have been a

pleasant surprise. They sell 5-

10 at every farmers market and

they even sold 25 over a ten

day period through online mail

orders. The CDs are also avail-

able at the Northeast Kingdom

Artisans Guild in St.

Johnsbury.

Together, the two

Peachamites have played all

over the state and beyond, from

the "Heifer Stroll" in

Brattleboro, to First Night in

Burlington, to The Cave at the

Mt. Washington hotel. Their

favorite spot is "The Bee's

Knees" in Morrisville, because

they say they love the audi-

ence.

Gigs can also be sociologi-

cal experiments for Alan, who

is often astonished by the con-

flict of their appearance and

musical preference.

"Jonathan can play a few

Grateful Dead covers and I

always find it surprising to

watch the people mouthing the

words as he plays. Sometimes

you'll see this guy who looks

like a banker singing along

with a Grateful Dead song and

you can't help but think the guy

has an interesting past."

"Music has always taken

me to new places to meet new

people and that's what I missed

about it when I wasn't play-

ing."

Alan and Jonathan have

also received some quality

radio play on local stations.

Alan notes the DJs tend to like

his song about the relationship

B
rown’s Market Bistro, voted

by its owners as one of the

“Top 3 Casual Fine Dining

Experiences in Groton Vermont” is not

waiting for Washington, Wall Street or

Montpelier to craft an economic relief

strategy.  The charming, fun and cen-

trally located, neighborhood bistro has

implemented its own financial relief

program that is guaranteed to keep

more money in consumer’s pockets. 

Bistro owner and Chef Rick Trexel

says he believes that going out to din-

ner someplace special with people you

enjoy is an important, rewarding,

redemptive, uplifting and wholly civi-

lized enterprise.  “It is hard to beat a

night out with friends, good conversa-

tion and a fun culinary experience.”

The trick is to keep the dining experi-

ence high and the check at the end of

the evening reasonable.  According to

Trexel, there is a simple way to strike

that balance.  “Skip the expensive

wine list and let patrons bring their

own wine or beer to the restaurant!”

Trexel says that, “Keeping the

Bistro a BYOB restaurant might not be

the whole answer to the global eco-

nomic challenge, but it may be part of

the solution”.  Local economists can

and will debate the issue, however, the

essential point here is that Brown’s

Market Bistro is a fabulous, local, fun,

casual fine dining experience…and its

always BYOB.

Brown’s Market Bistro sits on the

Wells River along Rt. 302 in beautiful

Groton Village and features live music

with Jean Anderson and other local

artists on Friday and Saturday nights.

The Bistro caters parties and special

events and is open for dinner Tuesday

through Saturday.  Sunday Brunch is

served between 11am and 2pm.  

For Reservations call us at 

(802) 584-4124.  

Check out our menu and web page at:

www.brownsmarketbistro.com

Groton Vermont Restaurant

Unveils Economic Stimulus Package

“BYOB… may be part of the solution”, Bistro Owner Rick Trexel

� Gift Certificates Available �

� Free Hearing Screenings � Batteries, Accessories �

� Digital Hearing Instruments � No Sales Tax �

� All-make Repair Service �

Sandi
Diane           Louise

Isabelle

198 Eastern Avenue � St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

(802) 748-4852 / (800) 838-4327

Hours: M-T-W 9-4 / Th-F by appointment

Give the Gift of Hearing
This Holiday Season

““II  oofftteenn  rroommaannttiicciizzeedd  aabboouutt  tthhee  ffaarrmmiinngg  lliiffeessttyyllee,,””  Alan Greenleaf

Sanderson’s Wooden Bowls

Perfect for that Special Gift

Each Bowl is Hand-turned from

Native Vermont Hardwood

www.vtbowls.com

Sam & Weeza Sanderson

2902 VT RT 114 East Burke, VT

(802) 626-9622

Visitors Always Welcome

Thanks to everyone

for a wonderful year.

Knit on!
Inside Uniquity at 443 Railroad Street

St. Johnsbury,VT (802) 748-9665
Mon.-Fri. 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m., Sat. 9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
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UUpp  oonn  tthhee  FFaarrmm  EEaarrllyy

Lorna Quimby

What's Your Beef?

O
n our way into Danville

recently we noticed lots of

Black Angus cows on the former

George Morse farm. Dick said, "I

bet they're going to raise organic

beef," and I agreed they probably

were. Then I began to think about

organically raised meat. It suddenly

occurred to me that I'd grown up

eating "organic meat."

Up until the 50s, Dad bought

little meat at the stores. Once in a

while, a little hamburg, which Maw

had to cook immediately, or ham-

though it was usually shoulder,

because shoulder was cheaper than

ham. Other than that, the meat we

ate was raised on the farm.

Dad didn't raise so-called beef

animals to eat. Most of the time

when we had beef on the table, it

was a tough old Jersey. Dad's style

of butchering was to hack off what

looked like a likely cut. The pot

roasts would have peculiarly grainy

slices. Steaks were the right shape

but not always cut from the right

section.  We all relished liver, heart

and tongue, for they were tender.

We didn't have to spend time chew-

ing a stringy piece of beef until we

could safely tuck it under our plate.

Maw didn't have to hide her un-

chewable pieces of meat. She

lacked her bottom teeth, so she had

no grinding surface. Lucky Maw!

After she had worried a slice of

meat for a while, she could put the

little wad on her plate with no pre-

tense of hiding it.

The other kinds of meat we ate

were organically grown, too. We

always had deer meat and the deer

fed on our grassy meadow, ate the

apples that fell in the orchards or

lapped up the beech nuts in the fall.

Of course, Dad cut them up, too, in

his inimical way. The best deer

meat I ever ate was bits and pieces

from a hind quarter that hung,

frozen, upstairs in the shed. The

meat was covered with a thin blue

mold, which we scraped off.  Then

we cut thin strips off the frozen

haunch until we had enough for a

meal. Maw sizzled the strips in but-

ter or bacon fat, thickened gravy,

and we ate every bit she cooked, no

matter how much. The strips were

thin enough so they had to be ten-

der! 

Gar's hens were range-fed.

They roamed over the barn yard

and the front yard. When one

played at Gar's, one looked closely

where one put one's bare feet. Gar

fed her hens extra corn but there

were no fancy preservatives. Our

hens at home were confined to a

pen, but it was a fairly large one.

One of our morning chores was to

take uneaten cooked oatmeal out to

the hens. How they fought over

what appeared to us to be an unap-

petizing mess! The hens also con-

veniently ate potato peelings and

apple peelings in addition to the

cracked corn and the pieces of oys-

ter shell in their feeders.

Dick remembers mixing

Provender with skim milk to feed

the pig. I barely remember Dad

mixing something from a bag into

buttermilk and then pouring the

mess down a conduit in the barn

floor that led to the pig pen under-

neath. How they grunted and snort-

ed and how delicious they made it

sound! The pigs loved apples in the

fall and to hear them eat apples

made the drool run in one's own

mouth. In good weather, Dad had a

pen beside the vegetable garden at

the back of the house. I barely

remember Pompey, the last pig the

folks raised. He was a demon at

getting out of his pen. He'd root

around a soft corner and soon

"Pompey's out! Pompey's out!"

someone would shout. Once we all

ran from the supper table. I was too

young to be much help but stood

on the back porch watching the

fun.  Pompey would squeal and

spin in a different direction when-

ever anyone got near him. Mimi

laughed so hard; she got a stitch in

her side and couldn't help any

more. It was some time before we

sat down again for our by-now-

cold meal and every now and then

Mimi would give a snort and start

giggling again.

So I was raised on home-grown

meat with little assistance from the

grain companies. The coming of

the Ag teachers and Extension

workers and their teaching of the

latest scientific feeding of animals

for the most efficient production

meant the local farmers became

more and more dependent on the

grain stores. And we still didn't

have the enormous feed lots the

Chicago meat sellers had. We didn't

eat much Western beef until after

the War (WWII). 

It is only late years that farmers

have added antibiotics, hormones

and all the other horrors we've

assaulted our bodies with. Now the

cheapest meat is probably the most

dangerous to our health, but during

the The Great Depression, we ate

the best and didn't know it!

Danville United Methodist Church

“The biggest little church on the Green”

Sunday Worship
and Fellowship 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School During Worship Service

Rev. Henry E. Cheney
684-3389 office

Advent & Christmas Services

Lighting the Advent Wreath

Dec. 7, 14, 21 at 9:30 a.m.

Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols

Dec. 24 at 7 p.m.

Special seasonal choir selections at all services.

Join us and celebrate our Savior’s birth at the Danville United

Methodist Church. Pre-registration appreciated.  

684-3389 or 748-1447

BY DICK QUIMBY

How things have changed in

my few short years. Growing up

on a small hill farm, we had no

running water. The water came

from a well (spring-fed) not far

from the house. There was a pump

at the end of the kitchen sink. If

you wanted a drink, you worked

the pump.

On wash day when I was a

child, one of my chores was to

pump water enough for the wash,

which Mother did by hand—she

had no washing machine.

Some houses had water run-

ning through lead pipes into a tank

or tub at the end of the sink. As a

kid, I thought that was much better

than pumping.

In the late 40s, water faucets at

the sink came when the R.E.A.

lines brought electricity for a

Power pump.

There was always a kettle and

reservoir full of water heating on

the kitchen stove.

We were lucky. I can remem-

ber one house where they had to

go a short distance to the well, fas-

ten a pail on a pole, reach down,

bring up the full pail and carry it to

the house.

When I first bought our house

in East Peacham, it was on an old

water system, originally put in to

supply the East Peacham

Creamery. Two springs high up on

the hill were piped into a barrel

and down to a storage tank just

above the village. The system sup-

plied five houses. By that time, the

pipes were old and very leaky, but

water did run from taps and into

the bath tub. I spent many hours

with our neighbor, who owned the

system, hunting for leaks and

repairing the line. Now that every-

one in East Peacham has drilled

wells, there is no problem.

In Peacham Corner, where my

grandmother lived during the sum-

mers, the village water system was

installed in 1926. In the 30s and

early 40s there were still some

pumps and well houses. I remem-

ber a well house just north of the

Reis’s house. There was a chain

pump in front of the house

Caroline Long owned—the only

one I can remember seeing in

town.

Water memories

East Peacham water has come a long way

We Have a Little
Something for Everyone

and if you can’t decide

give a gift card.

“We care what you watch!”

Betty Chamberlin

Owner

23 Hill Street

Danville, VT 05828

(802) 684-2245

� New Releases

every week

� Our Gift Certificates

make great stocking

stuffers!!
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Letters from the Past
When writing was a necessity and an art

Lynn A Bonfield

F
armer and abolitionist,

Leonard Johnson, raised

eight daughters on Peacham's

Cow Hill.  In later life, he moved

to the house at Peacham Corner,

now owned by the Engles.  He

wrote this letter in 1869 to his

oldest daughter, Martha, in

South Carolina, where she was

teaching former slaves in one of

the freedmen's schools.  As was

usual in letters from this time,

the main topics were health and

death and the weather.  

Martha taught in the South

for seven years.  She died at the

age of forty-nine in 1871 and

was buried in Beaufort, South

Carolina.  Leonard Johnson died

at the age of ninety-three in 1890

and was buried in the Peacham

Cemetery.  His obituary recounts

his tolling the church bell one

solid hour in 1859, after receiv-

ing the news that abolitionist

John Brown had been hung.

Today this act seems an unusual

expression of opinion, but at the

time, abolitionists throughout

New England followed suit.

Peacham

Dec. 5 1869

Dear Martha,

Yours of the 26th of

November came to hand by last

nights mail, and agreeable to

your injunction to write immedi-

ately, I commence this Sunday

eve, and will endeavor to answer

your inquiries, and inform you in

regard to some things you did

not inquire about, and first of the

deaths.  The first after you left

[Martha recently visited

Peacham] was the verry death of

a daughter [of] Mrs. Leonard

Brown or now Mrs. Jenison, she

died in less than 24 hours from

the time she was taken [ill].  The

disease was pronounced spotted

fever.  

The next was two deaths

which ocurred on Sunday, two

weeks ago to day, and they were

Mrs. [Benjamin] Bickford and

Mrs. Ashbel Goodenought, they

died within an hour of each

other.  The next was our nearest

neighbor Mr. George Darling.

He was buried a week ago to day

he had worked verry hard for

him and took cold and typhoid

fever set in and he employed a

little pill Doct from Marshfield

and death was the result.  

Mrs. B. [Bridget Bickford]

never took [to] her bed, but hung

to her chair and several times fell

out, they barely got her to the

soffa at last.  Mr. B. has shut his

house [on Cow Hill] and gone to

live with [his daughter and her

husband] James and Emily

[Kinerson on the Peacham-

Danville Road], and seems verry

well contented.  Mr. G. too has

sold all out to Allex Balaw and

he is to go to live with some of

his children.  

In regard to the weather here

it has been a most extreme cold

autumn but as yet but little snow.

The last three days have [been]

extremely cold, the thermeter

down 9 degrees below zero, and

last night a small snow storm not

enough to make good sleighing.

But of all the rain storms we

have seen, we have never had

anny to compare with what we

had the first of Oct.  If you had

been a week later in starting your

journey south the freshet would

have detained you nearly a

month, in fact we had no south-

ern mail for over ten days, and

such destruction of property in

roads and bridges mills and mill

dams.  Mr. [S. H.] Rowel at

Water Street [South Peacham] is

the greatest sufferer in town.  His

a starch mill, he lost 1,000

bushels of potatoes, but that is a

small part of his loss, and he sick

at the time with typhoid fever,

but he is recovered and his mill

is all righted up again and his

fifty thousand bushels of pota-

toes nearly all made into starch.

Mr. [Perrin B.] Fisk [pastor at

the Peacham Congregational

Church 1866-70] was chosen

Chaplain of the [Vermont] legis-

lature at the last session conse-

quently had to be in Montpelier

most of the time of the session.

His place was supplied by

Moses Martin some of the time.

Ephraim and Clarissa [Leonard's

daughter, Clarissa Clark and her

husband] were here to dinner the

day before yesterday.  We gave

them your letter to day.  Your

Mothers [stepmother Judith

Bailey Johnson] better than

usual this fall.  My own health

was never better.

I might fill this page with

something that would be some-

what interesting to you I suppose

but you must excuse me for tis

bed time and I am tired.  Your

Mother joins me in much love

and kind wishes for your wel-

fare.  Please write again soon.

Your affectionate father, 

Leonard Johnson

The original of this letter

remains in private hands; a pho-

tocopy is at the Peacham

Historical Association and was

published in The Peacham

Patriot, February 1983.  Letters

in this series are transcribed as

written with no changes to

spelling, punctuation, or capi-

talization.  Editor's additions are

in brackets.

Courtesy of the Peacham Historical Association

FFoorrttyy  yyeeaarrss  aafftteerr  MMaarrtthhaa  ddiieedd,,  tthhrreeee  ooff  hheerr  ssiisstteerrss  hhaadd  tthheeiirr  pphhoottooggrraapphh  ttaakkeenn  aatt  tthhee  BBiicckkffoorrdd  ppllaaccee

wwiitthh  tthhee  OOlldd  MMeerrrriillll  HHoouussee  iinn  tthhee  bbaacckkggrroouunndd  llooccaatteedd  aatt  tthhee  ccrroossssrrooaaddss  ooff  PPeennnnyy  aanndd  HHaa''PPeennnnyy

SSttrreeeettss..    LLeefftt  ttoo  rriigghhtt  aarree  EElliissaabbeetthh  JJoohhnnssoonn  PPaallmmeerr  AAlllleenn,,  SSuussaann  JJoohhnnssoonn  CChhaannddlleerr,,  aanndd  CCllaarriissssaa

JJoohhnnssoonn  CCllaarrkk..    

Open 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday

Weekends and Evenings by appointment

PPOO BBooxx  119966

DDaannvviillllee,,  VVTT  0055882288

((880022))  668844--33441111
((880000))  773344--22220033  ((VVTT  ttoollll  ffrreeee))

Rest Assured -

SSaawwyyeerr  &&  RRiittcchhiiee  ooffffeerrss::

AAllll  lliinneess  ooff  IInnssuurraannccee  CCoovveerraaggee,,

PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall  PPrroommpptt  SSeerrvviiccee,,      

CCoonnvveenniieenntt  LLooccaattiioonn  aanndd

CCoonnvveenniieenntt  PPaarrkkiinngg

From left: Cindy White, Donna Percy, John Blackmore, Joan Field, George Coppenrath,

Betsy McKay, Sam Kempton, Darlene Pilbin, Sue Coppenrath and Cindy Hastings.

Joe’s Pond Craft Shop
Look for the handcrafted shutters 

on the outside and enter the barn to find a 

pleasant shopping experience. All local fine 

handcrafts with a theme of country and 

folk art; quilting, rughooking, woodworking,

pottery, weaving and so much more.

Tues - Sat: 9:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sun: 9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Closed Mondays  (802) 684-2192

Closing for the season January 1st through May 1st

Rt. 2 & 15, West Danville, VT 
See www.joespondcrafts.com for more information

TTIIMMEETTIIMMEE SSPPAACCEESSPPAACCEE HHIIMMAALLAAYYAASSHHIIMMAALLAAYYAASS

FFiinnddiinngg  TTiimmee  aanndd  SSppaaccee  ffoorr  YYoouurrsseellff  iinn  VVeerrmmoonntt

Brian S. Ward offers Holistic Coaching and

Meditation Instruction for groups or individuals in

life transition as well as coaching for tobacco ces-

sation, weight management and relaxation.

Provider for Blue Cross - Magellen Insurance.

(802) 684-3636 or www.consciousconsultingandcoaching.com



12 DECEMBER 2008   THE NORTH STAR MONTHLY

ARTICLE & PHOTOS BY SHARON LAKEY

P
icture this. It’s the summer of 2008. Gas prices

are at an all-time high. Ending our vacation in

Salt Lake City, my husband and I are entering I-

15 during morning rush hour. We

spot a black diamond lane sign

that reads: 2 PERSON MINI-

MUM PER VEHICLE. There are

two of us in the car, so we move

into that far-left lane, and, shock-

ingly, mile after mile we discover

we are the only car in it. To our

right, I watch as we move past a

multitude of cars and trucks, all

bearing one person, drivers’ eyes

focused dead ahead. 

Now picture this. It is Nov. 5,

2008. Gas prices have lowered

some. It is 6:25 a.m. in Danville,

Vermont. Three people, standing

in front of the Dole Block build-

ing, are chatting about the election, waiting for their

ride. Soon, a GMC 15-passenger van pulls up bearing

the license plate “Route 2.” The three disappear inside,

greeting the driver and fellow passengers, and the van

eases back onto the highway. 

America has just elected a president whose talking

points have included the need to change an energy pol-

icy that makes us dependent on foreign oil. But the

much larger issue, as President-elect Barack Obama

30 Years,

750k miles

Route 2 Commuters celebrate the  

Birthday of their unique program

RRiicchhaarrdd  BBoouullaannggeerr,,

lleefftt,,  ooff  LLyynnddoonnvviillllee,,

ddrriivveess  oonnccee  oorr  ttwwiiccee

aa  wweeeekk..  ““FFoouurr  oorr

ffiivvee  ppeeooppllee  ttrraaddee

ooffff  oonn  tthhaatt  jjoobb,,””

ssaayyss  RRiicchhaarrdd..

NNaannccyy  LLeewwiiss,,  ooff

DDaannvviillllee,,  sstteeppss  aabbooaarrdd

tthhee  1155--ppaasssseennggeerr

GGMMCC  vvaann..  ““IItt  hhaass  aa  lliitt--

ttllee  wwiiddeerr  wwhheeeell--bbaassee

tthhaann  tthhee  ffoorrmmeerr  vvaannss

wwee  ddrroovvee,,””  ssaayyss

RRiicchhaarrdd  BBoouullaannggeerr,,

““aanndd  tthhaatt  mmaakkeess  iitt

ssaaffeerr..””

Dr. Richard Leven
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describes it, is a “planet in peril.” Consider the two opening scenarios above

and the following statistics from an air quality report published by the State

of Vermont: in one year’s time, the Route 2 commuters vanpool saves an esti-

mated 3,875 gallons of gasoline, thereby reducing nitrogen oxides by 690

pounds, volatile organic compounds (some of which are carcinogenic) by 604

pounds, and carbon monoxide by 5,002 pounds. And this has been going on

for 30 years.

In 1978, as part of its effort to encourage

fuel conservation and help the environment,

the Vermont Agency of Transportation made it

possible for groups of like-minded people to

finance a van with zero interest. Enter the

Route 2 commuters vanpool, made up mostly

of State of Vermont workers traveling daily

from the Northeast Kingdom to Waterbury. In

those days, the group was required to form a

non-profit organization, following all the regu-

lations that go with that designation. They had

to purchase a van and handle all of their own

business. This program is still available today,

but the State has also partnered with VPSI

(Vanpool Service Inc.), a national organization

that leases vans. Under the new system, a

group does not need to become their own non-

profit, and VPSI will coordinate maintenance,

insurance, and fare collection.

On Nov. 5, Route 2 Commuters, Inc., members were invited to gather at

the home of Nancy and Dan Lewis on Sugar Ridge road in Danville to cele-

brate the 30th birthday of their organization. It was a charming event for the

18 who attended. Good food and drink was enhanced by the many stories to

share. With three-quarters of a million miles on the road behind them, there

are bound to be stories.

Richard Boulanger of Lyndonville, who has been riding and driving for

26 years, shared the story of the moose accident. The commuters and van sur-

vived despite the fright and flying glass shards. “There was about $4,000

worth of damage,” noted Richard. 

“No,” interrupted Gary Gulka of Cabot, who has been riding for 22 years

and is the organization’s business manager, “it cost us $6,000!”  Richard

acquiesced and went on to tell of the time he was a victim of “Abandonment

by the Van.” His audience burst into laughter as they imagined Richard chas-

ing after the van on foot with a blissfully

unaware driver avoiding all contact with the

rearview mirror. 

Gulka shared the story of Laser, the seeing-

eye dog that rode with one of the passengers in

the front of the van. “Yeah,” broke in Tom

Dimatteo of Marshfield, “remember when that

dog ate Jim’s lunch!” Dimatteo, a driver and

rider for 22 years, went off on a few of his own

stories - black ice and a near miss with a clue-

less pickup driver. Most fun was the telling of

the hair-raising ride when they went “4-wheel-

ing” with Bob Taplin at the controls.

One of the big questions in my mind was

how difficult it might be to organize a vanpool.

“At first,” said Boulanger, “we worried about

trying to make it fair, like maybe reducing the riding fees for those who drive.

But we gave that up, and it just worked its way out. Those who want to drive,

do, and those who don’t, that’s okay. We quit worrying about that.” 

According to Gulka, in all 30 years, only one rider was asked to leave

because they weren’t paying the fees. Maybe that is because it is so much less

expensive to ride the van than pay the expenses of driving one’s own vehicle.

As the business manager, Gulka remembers the exact cost of all three acci-

dents. Luckily, the reserve of dollars built up in the treasury managed to cover

the repairs to the van without raising extra rider fees. 

The question, “Why do you ride the van?” was asked of all, both new and

old riders. Surprisingly, the answers never wavered from the following: it

saves a lot of money (the most common first response); it is easier than driv-

ing yourself every day; there is time to “read,” “knit,” “sleep;” and, it helps

the environment. 

However, the response that brought a smile to everyone’s face and was

most often said at the end of the interview was “camaraderie,” the connection

between people in a daily activity, the team-ness of it all. “That is what makes

it fun,” said Dimatteo.

For those who may be interested in accessing commuting options of all

kinds, there is information available through Go Vermont,

ConnectingCommuters.org. Their website is www.connecting

commuters.com.

For more information and media related to this article, go to

http://sharonlakey.blogspot.com.
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My seventh continent

People & Places

Part III
STORY BY DICK BOERA

In last month's issue of the North

Star, travel writer Dick Boera, of

Lyndonville, delivered Part II of a

three-part series describing his

2004 trip to Antarctica. Boera is a

frequent traveler and contributor.

The following is the final chapter

of excerpts from the detailed jour-

nal he kept during his adventures.

Monday, March 1  

(60º30' south)

At 0600 we arrive at Sandefjord

Bay in the South Orkney Islands

and board our Zodiacs for a wet

landing at Coronation Island.

Chinstrap penguins are in super-

abundance here coexisting with

fur seals, threatened only by the

predator leopard seals that treat

penguin thrashing more as a sport

than a source of sustenance. A

unique feature of the hillsides is

their pink appearance caused by

the color of the algae found in

this region. We take a Zodiac tour

around the inlet amid the icebergs

and leopard seals on individual

ice floes awaiting careless pen-

guin prey swimming by. A wet

landing on Monroe Island across

the bay for more pictures of the

same wildlife as we climb across

the slippery rocks. Shore to ship

at 10:00, then the ship is on the

move west again. Icebergs, ice-

bergs, icebergs! I have to laugh as

I think about taking so many pho-

tos of the first icebergs we saw

and now, as we sail toward

Elephant Island, there are hun-

dreds in all directions.

Spectacular, mind-numbing

beauty! It was dull and overcast

early, sunny at midday, very cold

and windy now; hard to stand out

on deck, but everyone is out there

with cameras clicking away.

We've just finished lunch, the

captain announces "Right whales

sighted." (The captain seems to

be genuinely excited each time a

new species of whale or unusual

sea bird is spotted even though he

must have seen them all dozens

of times.) These right whales are

60 tons, 40-50 feet long, and the

estimated population in the

Southern Hemisphere is about

12,000, but they're still consid-

ered endangered, according to

naturalist Todd who's a fixture on

the bridge. He also tells us that

stone points have been found

embedded in the blubber of

whales of a type that haven't been

used in over 150 years; some of

these whales could be over 200

years old. A pair of them plays

around the ship for a half hour,

entertaining all as the captain

slows and patiently attempts to

anticipate their movements. It's

difficult to capture their dives

(with elevated tail) on camera,

but I may have caught a couple of

the more spectacular plunges.

Tuesday, March 2  

(61º2' south)

We're awakened at 0800 by an

announcement that we are at

Point Wild, Elephant Island, the

desolate home of 22 of

Shackleton's men while they

waited 128 days for rescue by

"The Boss"…after being

marooned for over 15 months

previously! We can be here only a

short time and the Zodiacs can't

possibly attempt a landing due to

the high winds, high seas and

driving snow. It's a very forbid-

ding landscape that I've captured

on camera; hard to imagine how

the men survived those months.

This is summer, temperature is

+35ºF (but below zero with wind-

chill factored in) and they lived

here at the height of the austral

winter. There's low visibility, but

the ship pulls in close enough for

us to get good pictures of the tiny

beach site and the small monu-

ment to the Chilean tug captain

who brought out the crew. We

don't anchor but move on to Cape

Valentine where Shackleton's

party in three lifeboats first land-

ed and remained for two days.

Here, too, it's too treacherous for

us to venture ashore. 

We have breakfast and move on

to Gibbs Island, embarking on a

Zodiac tour half way around the

island, getting pretty wet and

finding it too choppy to get many

decent photos of the chinstraps

and fur seals who don't seem to

mind the weather one bit. It's cold

but invigorating. We need all the

layers of (clothing) protection

from head to foot. 

Wednesday, March 3

(62º14' south)

Arrive at King George Island, the

Jubany Research Station, at 0600

and we're ashore by 0730. This is

a protected bay, the water is calm

and there's very little wind but it's

still very damp and chilly. There

are about 30 (German) scientific

and (Argentine) support staff at

this base. (27 nations are

involved in Antarctic research.)

It's a grim place to spend any

time, much less the four-month

commitment for those who vol-

unteer for the assignment here.

After a tour we're back aboard at

0930 and move on to Deception

Island, Whaler's Bay. We're put

ashore on another black sand

beach and make the long hike to

the top of the volcanic crater that

was formed during an eruption in

1969. The basaltic rock makes it

a bit difficult to traverse with any

speed. The view of the caldera

from the crater rim makes the

trek worthwhile, a bit reminiscent

of Maui's Haleakala. On coming

back aboard at 1700, hot choco-

late awaits us at the gangway…a

welcome and needed treat.

Shortly after 1900 (the sun is still

30º above the horizon), about

twenty of us (brave…or stu-

pid…souls) go ashore in

Pendulum Cove to swim! First a

running dive into the freezing

waters (I followed the doctor

thinking that was the thing to do,

but only one other followed us),

then thaw out in the caldera-

warmed pool of water that the

crew had scooped out of the ther-

mal sands. It's an unbelievably

invigorating experience, the worst

part being the freezing air greet-

ing the exit from the "pool" while

you're trying to towel off and get

back into a parka, get the sand off

your feet and feet into boots.

Those who forego the dip and

remain bundled up gleefully take

pictures of and for the more fool-

hardy. 

Thursday, March 4

Wake-up call at "you know what"

time: "Laties und chentulmen, ve

are now at Port Lockroy unt pas-

sunges mit tag numpers 48-93 vill

board Sodiacs at 0730 howers.

Brakefuss vill be surfed von sex

zu ate."

The first group goes ashore on

Goudier Island while the

Germans go to Jougla Point. Base

A (on Goudier) at Port Lockroy is

now a museum and post office; it

was established by the British on

orders of Winston Churchill in

1944. A large number of gentoo

penguins roam the island and sev-

eral sets of gigantic whale bones

dot the icy beach. We then switch

with the German group and

Zodiac over to Jougla Point. It's a

bitter cold tour of the bay and the

waters are choppy due to high

winds.

Leave at 1030 to head through

Neumayer Channel to Paradise

Bay. At the channel entrance there

are humpback whales breaching

all over the place and some come

so close they brush against the

ship. Even so, it's difficult to time

the camera shutter just right to

capture tail or flippers in mid-air.

Fabulous entertainment! 

We arrive at Paradise Bay after

lunch at 1330 and make our first

landing on the Antarctic

““TThhee  WWoorrlldd  iiss  aa  bbooookk,,  aanndd  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ddoo

nnoott  ttrraavveell  rreeaadd  oonnllyy  aa  ppaaggee..””
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Peninsula…the Continent…at

the Almirante Brown base, a

deserted Argentinian research

station with only gentoos now

standing watch over the lone

building.

It's a wet landing but the sea is

calm. After a slow climb up a

steep ice slope…gorgeous

panoramic view from the top and

great photo ops…it's a quick,

slick ride down, using just the

parka and wetpants for a slide.

Next is a Zodiac tour of the hos-

pitable bay. Good photos of

Weddell seal on shore and we see

a Minke whale in distance, but

too far away to get a decent pic-

ture of a breach. The battery runs

out on the digital camera just

when we have a perfect opportu-

nity for shots of a huge leopard

seal on ice floe…our first real

close-up. As other Zodiacs

approach, he feels threatened,

dives off and follows us, then

suddenly appears alongside and

dives under the rubber boat.

These are predators; driver

Marko tells us that one punctured

a Zodiac last year causing quite a

scare. We all feel blessed to have

had such good weather for

today's highlight, many of us set-

ting foot on a seventh continent

for the first time.

We're now at 64º14' south.

Friday, March 5

On deck before wake-up call

today to see Orcas (Killer

Whales) and Minke's cavorting

and looking for prey among

seals. We're put ashore on

Petermann Island…with the

Continent just opposite…to be

greeted by Adélie penguins for

the first time, amid gentoos and

fur seal pups. It's a beautiful sum-

mery day…clear, sunny, no wind,

37º…could have worn summer

outfits. Peel off layers of clothing

and take photos in all direc-

tions…over 100 digital shots, of

which many will be culled as

duplicative. We're there for three

hours, wandering all over the

island, some climbing up an icy

slope (with four penguins trying

to ape humans…hilarious) and

making the long slide down. It's

scenery "with no earthly ana-

log"…the high point of the trip in

that respect.

Anchors aweigh at 1130 to set

course north to the Drake

Passage, retracing our course

back through the Lemaire and

Neumayer Channels. The scenery

is even more striking now; it has

to rate high on the list of the most

beautiful stretches of scenery in

the world. The Antarctic Circle is

at 66º30'. Our furthest penetration

south was 65º11' today at

Petermann Island…still, hard to

accept, about 1600 miles from the

geographic South Pole!

Now entering the open sea of the

Drake Passage the weather

becomes overcast, it's snowing

heavily and the seas are high; the

whitecaps seem like Hawaiian

surf. The ship is doing 15 knots,

pitching and rolling wildly. A

couple of trays full of chinaware

and glasses are scratched off the

inventory during dinner tonight.

Saturday, March 6

Gone now are the sights of moun-

tains and icebergs, penguins, seals

and whales…even bird sightings

are scarce. The seas are rough all

day.

The "Around Cape Horn" docu-

mentary at 1100, a Mystic Seaport

video produced in 1929, is inter-

rupted by our arrival at the Cape

island itself, a massive outcrop-

ping of rock (resembling

Elephant Island) at its southern

tip. Everyone is out on the windy

deck in awe of the forbidding,

foreboding sight as the towering

waves crash over the ship's bow.

There's a CD presentation at

1700, a digital photo recap of the

highlights of this voyage. It's for

sale, but most of us have taken so

many (and many better) photos,

that it's hardly necessary to con-

sider the purchase. Nice option

though for those who either didn't

want to be encumbered with a

camera or who ran out of film.

Ship enters the Beagle Channel

late in the afternoon, taking

aboard Chilean pilots and cus-

toms officials at Puerto Williams.

We're anchored here on a calm

sea until midnight.

Monday, March 8

At 0800 we arrive at the entrance

to the Garibaldi Fjord, still in the

Beagle Channel. It's a mild 51º,

but a bit overcast and windy. Take

an extensive Zodiac tour of the

fjord for two hours, a light rain

falling part of the time. The

wildlife is plentiful…sea lions,

Andean condors, shags, turkey

vultures, a lone Magellanic pen-

guin (that I get credit for spot-

ting), and a little gray bird that is

later identified by the experts as a

gray-flanked cinclodes. The gla-

ciers are awesome and the water-

falls…à la Norway …spectacular.

(I know these adjectives have

been over-used, but there are no

adequate substitutes.) 

At 1815 the Captain's Cocktail

Party includes his heartfelt toast

to all nationalities represented

aboard and a note of thanks to all

for observing safety rules with the

result that there's not been a single

accident or serious illness during

the course of the entire journey. 

Tuesday, March 9

Wake-up call at 0600, luggage is

left outside cabin at 0630, and as

we breakfast the ship docks at

Punta Arenas, in Tierra del Fuego

(Land of Fire), Chile. We disem-

bark at 0830 for a bus tour of this

city founded by Hernan de

Magellan. There's a statue dedi-

cated to the explorer in the main

park and we drive to a high point

to get a good view of the port.

There's nothing impressive, but

it's a fairly clean, well-ordered

city of 120,000 population,

dependent upon oil (particularly

offshore drilling), fishing and

tourism. We're given a box lunch

after visits to the Institute of

Patagonia's open air museum of

antique trains and machinery and

a quite interesting regional natu-

ral history museum, then driven

to the airport. 

The flight to Santiago takes off on

time and reaches that Chilean

capital at 1800 after one stop in

Puerto Montt. [A big mistake was

leaving my camera in carry-on

bag in the luggage rack, then hav-

ing a window seat with an elderly

crippled lady snoozing on the

aisle seat and a student with a lap

top in middle seat, making it

impossible to retrieve my camera

to capture the spectacular scenery

of snow-capped southern Andes

on a clear, sunny day…terribly

frustrating. When I'm finally able

to reach the camera during the

Port Montt layover, the sky turns

cloudy and scenery changes to

drab plains.] We're given a mini-

tour on the way to our hotel in the

heart of Santiago…where we

have a prompt sign-in, welcoming

cocktails and luxurious accom-

modations. There's a beautiful

view of this part of the city from

my 11th floor window, although

the Andes are almost obscured by

haze just as they were when Julie

and I visited (almost exactly) a

year ago. 

[The flight back home is unevent-

ful…]

Summary of numbers of species

seen on this 4,259-mile expedi-

tion cruise…during the course of

20 landings and 4 additional

Zodiac tours.

�� Penguins  - 6   (rockhopper,

gentoos, Magellanic, king, chin-

strap Adélie)

��Whales - 6   (right, pilot, fin,

Minke, humpback, killer; some

saw crabeaters as well)

��Seals - 4   (fur, elephant,

Weddell, leopard)

��Sea birds - 45   (including 5

species of albatrosses)

��Song birds and others (e.g.,

vultures, condors, falcons) - 12

SSoommeeddaayy  --  bbeeffoorree  iitt''ss  ttoooo  llaattee  ffoorr  yyoouu  oorr

AAnnttaarrccttiiccaa  --  ccoonnssiiddeerr  ttrreeaattiinngg  yyoouurrsseellff  ttoo

aa  vviissiitt  ttoo  tthhiiss  vveerryy  ssppeecciiaall  ppllaaccee  oonn  oouurr

ppllaanneett……

- Dick Boera

DDoonn’’tt  ffoorrggeett  aabboouutt  yyoouurr  fflleexxiibbllee  ssppeennddiinngg

aaccccoouunntt..  SSoommee  eexxppiirree  DDeecceemmbbeerr  3311sstt..
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BY MARTHA EVANGELISTA

T
ucked away on a quiet dirt

road in Peacham, native

Vermont juried craftsper-

son and avid gardener Sally Goss

owns and operates Mack

Mountain Crafts. Born and raised

in Burlington, Sally and her two

sons moved into a handcrafted

log house in Peacham in 1994.

About seven years ago, Sally left

Goss Tire to pursue her dream of

creating works of art in colored

glass. 

She enrolled in classes in

Lancaster and Whitefield, learn-

ing the traditional art of stained

glass from other craftspeople.

Sally uses one room in her house

strictly for cutting glass, solder-

ing, and framing. It’s a comfort-

able workshop with music and a

television. Sally comments that

she finds her art relaxing and

addictive; she often loses herself

in her work. Working with small

shards of glass has its disadvan-

tages, however.  “I keep an enor-

mous supply of band aids

handy,” she laughs. Many of

Sally’s pieces take upwards of 60

hours from start to finish. “If you

don’t love it, it’s not worth

doing,” she says. “When it’s all

said and done, I probably make

about a dollar an hour!” In

searching for the best materials

and machinery, Sally has discov-

ered the internet is essential.  She

does most of her buying online.

Materials consist of colored

glass, copper foil, cutting boards

for framing, saws, glass grinder,

and soldering gun.

Sally’s designs

range in size and shape

from small holiday

ornaments and night-

lights to detailed win-

dow size scenes and garden

walkway stones. Often times,

customers are traveling and the

prospect of transporting a large

piece home is just too risky.

Smaller items such as night

lights, ornaments, and small win-

dow hangings are big sellers at

craft fairs. Sally comments that

every time she creates a new

piece it becomes her favorite.

Although, she admits the piece

she truly prefers shows a stun-

ning array of birch trees with

mountains in the back ground

and a full moon rising.  Last

Christmas Sally sent this gor-

geous work of art to her father,

who now resides in Florida.

Every day he gazes out his win-

dow and feels Vermont tug at his

heart.  

While Sally can create most

any scene in stained glass, she

comments that it is nearly impos-

sible to create a work in glass

from a photograph. The intricate

details and colors in a photo do

not transfer well to glass; pieces

can be too small, details can get

lost. It’s nearly impossible to cre-

ate a work in glass from a photo-

graph and have it resemble the

picture. Sally works with her

buyers and is able to perform

custom work if someone has a

certain design that they want her

to create. She also does repair

work for customers with stained

glass pieces that have been dam-

aged. Although many designs

can be almost too intricate to cre-

ate in glass, pieces that are too

small often break, and certain

cuts and shapes can be nearly

impossible to cut and grind,

Sally will work with closely with

customers to achieve their

desired stained glass creation.

Thrifty by nature and a true

believer in recycling, Sally uses

small and broken pieces of col-

ored glass to create her hand-

made garden stepping stones.

These beautiful stones can be

placed in the garden and can

weather any Vermont winter.

Sally’s plans for summer

2009 are already underway. With

the help of her brother, Bob,

Sally will be constructing an out-

door studio/farm stand on her

property. Not only will she

exhibit her stained glass, but she

will also be offering many vari-

eties of field grown perennial

plants, and a pick-your-own

berry farm featuring strawber-

ries, blueberries, and raspberries

in season. She is also planning

on having a website in the near

future.

Sally’s stained glass can be

viewed at The Peacham Guild,

Joe’s Pond Craft Shop, Uniquity

in St. Johnsbury, The Blinking

Light Gallery in Plainfield,

Grakles in downtown Barre, and

at her home studio, Mack

Mountain Crafts.  You can reach

Sally by phone at: 802-563-3113

or by email at: sgoss@fair-

point.net

From tires to treasures
Sally Goss creates Vermont memories in glass

BY SUSAN BOWEN

W
e have been having some

unusual excitement out

here along Water Andric.

Anyone who knew my husband

Ralph knew how fond he was -

some people said how crazy he

was - about his Model A Ford,

as well as his doodlebug and his

9N tractor. He loved studying

and teaching history, but he also

enjoyed turning his brain and

hand to restoring those old cars.

He worked, with our daughter

Sarah, to get the Model A into

good shape. She had it at col-

lege one year and he used it to

travel back and forth to Long

Island where he was teaching at

the time. Winters are moderate

on Long Island, and most driv-

ers didn't know how to cope

with snow, but Ralph, with the

old Ford's narrow tires and high

body, went sailing past all those

modern cars slowed off the road

to one side or the other. Talk

about pride and glory!

After his retirement from

teaching in Illinois, although he

Craftsmanship
We all have something we can pour ourselves into 

Continued on Page 17

Steve Parker’s

Cut-Your-Own Fraser and Balsam

CHRISTMAS TREES

High Reach Farm
in North Danville

Saturdays and Sundays

between Thanksgiving

and December 21

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

All our trees are

100% organically grown!

SPECTACULAR TREES

AT A BARGAIN PRICE!

$25 - tabletops $10-$15

Plus FREE Brush

Follow the signs

from either North Danville

or South Wheelock

From all of at

Whatever is beautiful, whatever is 

meaningful, whatever brings you happiness... 

May it all be yours this Holiday Season 

and throughout the coming year!

DENTAL GROUP

Hubert Hawkins, DDS

Bonnie Johnson, RDH • Sheila Amadon, RDH

1350 Main Street • Suite 1 • St. Johnsbury VT

(802) 748-2325

.
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Route 5, Lyndonville, VT

(802) 626-9396

Happy

Holidays

CNB Community Challenge

Holiday Spirit
The holiday spirit is alive and 

well in our community.  But also with 
the holidays, comes the challenge 

of making it through another 
winter with the cost of home 

fuel and food rising... 

Proudly Serving Vermont 
Communities Since 1851

DERBY • BARRE • BARTON • DERBY LINE • ENOSBURG FALLS • ISLAND POND • LYNDONVILLE • MONTPELIER • MORRISVILLE • NEWPORT • ST. JOHNSBURY •  TROY

NAME: ________________________________________________

DONATION AMOUNT: $ ________________________________

PLEASE CIRCLE THE COMMUNITY TO RECEIVE YOUR DONATION:

Orleans/Essex    Caledonia    Franklin    Lamoille    Washington                            

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATION!

Caring for Each Other
Together we can help.  Community National Bank has pledged to match monetary donations 
(dollar, for dollar) up to $2,500 in each CNB market area now until December 31st.  Your $5 
donation turns into a $10 donation with CNB’s matching contributions.  All donations go to 
food assistance in local communities.  For more information, visit your local CNB office today 
or go online to:  www.communitynationalbank.com.

To donate, stop by your local CNB office, or mail the coupon below 
with your check or money order payable to CNB Community 
Challenge, to CNB Marketing, P.O. Box 127, Troy, VT 05868.

taught part-time at Lyndon State

for a while, he decided to con-

centrate full-time on restoring

the car, bringing it to tip-top,

bang-up, Grade A condition. He

began hunting for parts, and,

with Brian (a friend who had

run a garage in Passumpsic for

years) began taking the car

apart. Then the first step in

rebuilding was to scrape the

chassis. What a glorious mess! 

What a happy fellow! 

I won't take you every step

of the way, as I'm too ignorant

to do the process justice, but I

couldn't help but notice, as time

passed, that his interest began

to slacken, and he seemed to

tire more easily. At the same

time, various health problems

arose, and alas, the Model A

project languished.

But now, two years after

Ralph's death, the family began

to feel the time had come to put

the Model A and the parts up for

sale. Not long after the ad

appeared, Luke, a high school

student, turned up with older

relatives to take a look. One

grandfatherly man, a family

friend, drove up in a gorgeous

green Model A roadster, with

advice and counsel, so we knew

someone would appreciate what

we had to offer in spite of its

being part in the barn, part in

the garage. But it had been pro-

tected from the weather; a defi-

nite advantage. Several visits

later, the deal was struck. We

felt that Luke was a worker,

with determination enough to

keep at the job, and he clearly

had enough support in the fami-

ly as needed, for any difficulties

that might (and probably would)

arise. And an important point

for us - we felt that Ralph would

have recognized him as a fellow

craftsman eager to turn his brain

and muscle to do the job and

solve any problems that might

turn up.

And isn't this the trait that

marks the humans as remark-

able creatures? Whenever we

see something that could be

done, and especially if we think

it could be done in a better way,

we set to work. Somehow,

though, things have been shifted

around in the workplace so that

there is less opportunity for the

individual worker to take any

personal responsibility.

Do you remember the splen-

did photo on the first page of

October's "North Star?" It

showed a workman repairing

the clock that usually stands at

the top of Eastern Avenue, a

wonderful depiction of the coor-

dination of brain, eyes and

hands solving a mechanical

problem a wonderful human

ability, just as magnificent as

going to the moon, and arguably

The old Model A
Continued from Page 16
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Only Independent

Pharmacy

in St. Johnsbury

“Dedicated to 

your good health”

415 Railroad St. � St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 � (802) 748-3122

Happy

Holidays
from all of us at...

The Framing Format & Gallery

Serigraphs ● Lithographs ● Prints ● Posters

Calendars ● Note Cards ● Illustrated Books

485 Lafayette Street  Saint Johnsbury, Vermont
800-699-3964 ● 802-748-3964

Conservation Framing with UV-filtering glass & Artcare Mats & Boards
 Dri-Mounting, Canvas & Embroidery Stretching

D-I-Y Framing Materials

DASHING THROUGH THE SNOW by Will Moses

Where you get toasty warm Clothing

� Socks � Hats � Toques � Long Johns � Mitts � Gloves

� Winter Boots for the Whole Family � Fleece Wear

� Camping & Backpacking Supplies

Winter Fun Begins at

Caplan’s...

Caplan’s
457 Railroad Street � St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 � (802) 748-3236

Open weeknights

until Christmas

� Columbia

� Johnson Woolens

�Woolrich

� Carhartt

� Duofold

�Wigwam

�Merrill

� Kamik

� Lacrosse

Official Boy Scout Supplier

Remember our *Gift Certificates*

One Size Fits All Visit the Welcome Center for holiday treats and see our

Victorian tree! Children caroling, roasted chestnuts,

cookies and hot apple cider all day! See

www.Discoverstjvt.com for more info.

(10 a.m.-12 p.m.)

Visit Santa in Welcome Center, treats and craft mak-

ing.

(10 a.m. - 12 p.m.)

Meet Miss Vermont, who will accompany Santa

(10 a.m. - 12 p.m.)

Families: Make a holiday craft at the Welcome Ctr.,

courtesy of Stevens School.

(10 a.m. - 12 p.m.)

VBA Radio Holiday Food Drive to benefit local food

shelves.

(11 a.m. - 3 p.m.)

Uniquity - Harp by Bill Tobin 11-1, wrap gifts

(11 a.m. - 3 p.m.) 

Open Houses and other events around Town.

(10 a.m. - 2 p.m.)

Catamount Arts - Make cards and Victorian decora-

tions!

(6 p.m.)

Tree Lighting at Arnold Park by St.Johnsbury Works,

north end of Main St. Followed by holiday goodies at

Estabrook House across from park. Second annual

lighting of the evergreen in Arnold Park. Over 10,500

whitelights on this 50 ft. tree. We're claiming it's the

largest natural decorated tree in VT, until we're

proved otherwise! Carolers will be there and we'll

sing as we did last year.

(6 p.m. - 10 p.m.)

Ice skating - Main St. Park (weather permitting, bring

your skates)

St. Johnsbury December 13

Victorian HolidaySchedule

U
pper Valley audiences enjoyed two concerts

by the North Country Chorus (NCC) in

early November. They expressed their gratitude

by giving generously to several community food

bank projects. A free will offering was collected

on Saturday, Nov. 1 at  the Congregational

Church in Haverhill, N.H., and on Sunday, Nov.

2 at the North Congregational Church in St.

Johnsbury. The proceeds, totaling over $1,300,

will benefit food shelves in Haverhill, Littleton,

Bradford, and St. Johnsbury.

The Chorus invites the public to to support

such efforts in local communities with gifts of

money, time and food. A list of contacts for area

food banks can be found at the NCC website

below.

Music lovers should mark their calendars for

the Chorus' upcoming performances of Handel's

Messiah. They will be held on Friday, Dec. 5 at

7:30 p.m. at the First Congregational Church,

Littleton, N.H.; and on Saturday, Dec. 6  at 7:30

p.m. at the Wells River Congregational Church;

and on Sunday, Dec. 7  at 3 p.m. at the Peacham

Congregational Church. The performances,

under the direction of Alan Rowe, will feature an

orchestra and soloists, including soprano Julie

Proia, alto Maria Lamson, tenor Phil Brown, and

bass Gary Moreau. Tickets will be available at

the door for $10 ($5 for students).

Tickets are now on sale for the North Country

Chorus' 28th annual Madrigal Dinner to be held

in Monroe, N.H., on January 16, 17, and 18,

2009. Details and a printable order form are

available at the chorus' website below.

Information is also available from Marcia Bridge

at 802-584-4194.

Visit www.northcountrychorus.com for more

information about the chorus and all of its pro-

grams.

Giving Back
North Country Chorus helps local food banks

Photo reprints are available at:

www.northstarmonthly.com

17 EASTERN AVENUE, ST. JOHNSBURY, VT 748-2933  VISA/MC/AMX

Giftwrapping

Beautiful

and always free
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All About Flowers

DDaazzzzlliinngg......  FFrraaggrraanntt......

GGlliimmmmeerriinngg......

MMaaggiiccaall......  BBlleesssseedd......

All you need to bedazzle 

your home for the holidays.

Plus
We offer custom gift baskets and locally grown 

pointsettias ariving weekly! Also offering the gift that 

keeps on giving: 12 months of special arrangements so your 

loved one can enjoy Christmas year-round. 

Mon.-Fri. 9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Sat. 9:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

196 Eastern Avenue, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

Phone/Fax (802) 748-5656 or (800) 499-6565

WWoorrlldd--wwiiddee  WWiirree  SSeerrvviiccee

BBrriinngg  tthhiiss  aadd  iinn

RReecceeiivvee111155%%55%% ooffff!!
Does not apply to aquariums & pet food. Good December 1st-24th

OOppeenn  SSuunnddaayyss  ‘‘ttiill  CChhrriissttmmaass!!

AAqquuaaRReeaallmm
AAqquuaarriiuumm  &&  PPeettss

Your Local Full Line Pet Store

wwwwww..AAqquuaaRReeaallmmAAqquuaarriiuumm..ccoomm

418 Railroad Street, St. Johnsbury, VT

880022--774488--88885588

12+ Years Experience

418 Railroad Street, Suite 1   St. Johnsbury, VT

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 AM-5 PM*

Closed Sundays   *Open late by appointment   

(802) 748-4500

This holiday season...

Wrap your feet in comfort and style!

�� Euro-Comfort footwear 

for men and women.

�� Hard to find sizes, widths 

and brands.

�� Handbags and wallets by 

Ameribag and Sven.

�� Luxurious hosiery by

Marcmarcs and Smartwool.

�� Brooks running shoes.

�� Red Wing work boots.

�� Cozy Shearling boots by     

UGG and LaCanadienne

�� Ariat Western boots.

�� Cozy slippers by Haflinger,

Daniel Green and UGG.

�� Smartwool hats, gloves,

scarves and sweaters.

�� Beautifully wrapped gift 

certificates.

�� Test your shoes on our

in-store treadmill.

�� Personal attention, 

professional fit and great

customer service.

(802) 748-1912 443 Railroad St., St. Johnsbury, VT

Unique Gift Giving Ideas
at

Boxed Christmas Cards,
Clocks and Weather Instruments,
American Girl Doll Clothes,
Soaps, Candles, Lamps, Pottery,
Unique Jewelry & Barrettes,
Journals, Framed Prints, VT Calendars, 
Handblown Glass Ball Ornaments,
Children’s Books, Puzzles Galore,
VT Syrup & Dressings
and much much more!

No Small Potatoes

Vanna Guldenschuh

T
he December holidays are

filled with myriad of family

food memories. Perhaps, some-

thing a favorite Aunt made every

year that not only makes you think

delicious, but evokes the spirit and

camaraderie of the season. From

cookies and pies to casseroles and

magnificent roasts, these are the

dishes that bring fame to a cook

and start wonderful culinary tradi-

tions. It all adds to the spirit of the

season.

At our house we even antici-

pated the 'not so good' dishes that

arrived every year with a fondness

and humor. We couldn't wait for

Aunt Rose's delectable cheesecake

to arrive on Christmas day as well

as the leaden whiskey fruitcake an

old friend gave us every year. Both

gifts gave us joy during the season. 

In the Northeast Kingdom, I

consistently hear of two favorite

holiday food dishes that many

folks make during the season. One

has its roots in Quebec while the

other is truly mid-western

American. They are the French

tourtiere and the all American

string bean casserole. I present you

with my special version of them

both. 

Tourtiere

A holiday tradition in the

Northeast Kingdom, this tourtiere

is a less traditional version of the

French Canadian classic. Use any

cut of fresh pork from a shoulder to

a loin. I use a boneless loin that I

roast in the oven, let cool and thin-

ly slice. 

When you need to take a hearty

dish to a holiday pot luck - this is

the one. This recipe makes two

pies. Freeze one (they freeze very

well) or cut the recipe in half.

I also give instructions on

making a vegetarian version with

Portobello mushrooms. We have

more and more vegetarians sitting

at our holiday table and this is a

truly delicious way to welcome

them - who knows you might start

another tradition. 

Pork Loin - about 12 inches

long - buy a whole loin - cut

off what you need and freeze

the rest

4 large potatoes - steamed or

microwaved till just shy of soft

- sliced as thin as possible

3 onions - thinly sliced

Herbs - thyme, rosemary and

parsley - fresh if available

(dried is fine)

½ teaspoon nutmeg

1 pint heavy cream

6 cups equal parts cider, water

and chicken stock

1 cup flour

½ lb melted butter

Salt and pepper to taste

Double pie crust for two pies

Coat the pork with a mix of the

herbs, salt and pepper. Place in a

covered roasting pan with the cider

mix in the bottom and place in a

375 degree oven till just cooked -

about 1 ½ hours. Use a meat ther-

mometer to check this. You don't

want to overcook the pork. Even if

it is on the rare side - it will cook

more in the pie. This can be done a

couple of days ahead if you want.

Remember that the pork should be

cooled and preferably cold to slice

it thin. 

Skim the fat off the liquid in

the bottom of the roasting pan and

set aside. Slice the pork (as thin as

you can) when it is cool and set

aside.

Cook the potatoes whole. You

can steam, boil or microwave

them. Again, you don't want to

overcook them or they will be hard

to slice. You can do this the day

before and chill them. Let cool,

slice thin pieces and set aside.

Assembly: Assemble all the

ingredients in front of you in sepa-

rate bowls for easy access. 

Mix the cream with the

skimmed liquid from the pork

roast and the nutmeg. 

Line two pie plates with bot-

tom crusts. 

Place a layer of sliced pork in

the crusts. Cover with a few onions

slices and a sprinkle of flour, salt

and pepper. Ladle some of the

cream mix over all. Add a layer of

the potatoes, brush with melted

butter and sprinkle with salt and

pepper. Ladle some of the cream

mix on top. Repeat this until you

have well mounded pies - about 2

inches over the pie plate in the cen-

ter. Ladle the remainder (if it is not

too huge an amount) of the cream

mix over the two pies. Cover with

the second crust. Slash a few holes

in the top and bake in a 375 degree

oven for about 1 hour to 1 ½ hours

(if you have used very cold ingre-

dients it may take a little longer.)

The crust should be well browned

and the pies should be bubbling.

Let cool. 

This dish can be served at

room temperature. If you have

made it the day before and put it in

the refrigerator, you will have to

heat it up to warm it before service.

It should not be served refrigerator

cold.

This dish needs no accompani-

ment and stands on its own to wow

an audience.

Portobello and Potato

Pie - Vegetarian

Version of Tourtiere

I served this at my café and I

can assure you that it is as hearty

as any tourtiere you have ever

eaten.

Substitute 8 large Portobello

Mushrooms for the pork

Substitute the 6 cups of liquid

for 1 cup of cider

All other ingredients remain

the same

Remove the stems from the

mushrooms. Chop the stems (I use

the food processor) and set aside.

Butter each side of the mushrooms

and sauté them in a large saucepan

until they start to soften. As you

finish them put them on top of one

another in a bowl. As they cool

they will form a nice broth in the

bottom of the bowl. You will want

to reserve this liquid.

Cook the chopped mushrooms

and herbs in the same sauce pan

with a little bit of butter until they

are browned. Add the mushroom

broth, cider and cream with salt

and pepper and continue to cook

for a few minutes. Set aside.

If the portobellos are very big

you can slice them in half horizon-

tally.

Set all ingredients in front of

you.

Follow the assembly instruc-

tions for the tourtiere, substituting

the portobellos for the pork.

'Not so Classic' String

Bean Casserole

This is a fresh version of the

classic string bean casserole from

my childhood that consisted of

opening cans of frenched string

beans, mushroom soup and french

fried onion rings. It is not as easy

as the original version, but it tastes

great enough to make you a

famous cook and become a tradi-

tion in your own right..

10 cups of fresh string beans -

frenched (see instructions

below)

½ lb. softened butter (you may

not need it all)

5 tablespoons flour

1 cup half & half

1cup chicken stock (boxed is

fine)

2 cups sliced button mush-

rooms

2 onions - thinly sliced

1-2 cups fresh bread crumbs

with salt and pepper added 

Salt and pepper to taste

Prepare the beans:

Tip and tail the string beans,

then french them by splitting each

one in half lengthwise with a sharp

knife. This sounds like a hardship

but it actually goes quite fast.

Blanch the beans for about 5 min-

utes in boiling water till they just

start to soften. Rinse in cold water

to stop the cooking. Set aside.

Prepare the onion topping:

Melt 4 tablespoons of butter in

a large frying pan and sauté the

onions for a few minutes. Add the

breadcrumbs to the onions and

cook for a few more minutes. I like

to use breadcrumbs made from

English muffins. You can make

them in a food processor or in a

blender. Set the onion and crumb

Continued on Page 39
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BY CARLA OCCASO

LYNDONVILLE – Robert “Perk” Perkins may be

smiling down from Heaven to see hundreds of heads bop-

ping around Caledonia County schoolyards wearing hats

he spent the last years of his life knitting, his wife, Kay

Perkins said recently. 

Kay Perkins delivered the donation to Lyndon Town

School October 31 for every student grades K through 8.

Last year over 600 hand-knit hats were delivered to small-

er schools in the Caledonia North Supervisory Union.

Robert Perkins died this summer, but Kay fulfilled his mis-

sion to distribute as many hats as possible to Caledonia

County children.

“He grew up poor,” Kay Perkins said. “He knew what

kids were going through. He knew they had to have their

heads warm. The joy he got out of it just filled his life.”

The entire Lyndon Town School student body, each

wearing his or her brand new brightly colored hat, filed out

of their classroom and gathered outside for a school-wide

photo the day they got the gift. The children excitedly

compared colors and styles.

“It was really nice,” said Kaelynn Silver, 8, of Lyndon.

“I loved picking the color that Mr. Perkins made it. It’s my

favorite color (Turquoise). He made them for the whole

school. He warmed our heads and our hearts. I have to say

‘thank you’.”

Perkins knit around 1,000 hats in all over the past two

years and lived to see the first batch delivered to smaller

schools last year. His family also donated hats to the St.

Johnsbury Fire Department for their annual “Santa Fund”

Christmas gift program and to a Lyndonville organization

called H.O.P.E. (Helping Other People Everyday).

Kay Perkins enjoyed helping him with the ambitious

project, which started when health problems caused her

husband to spend time at the Riverside Life Enrichment

Center, an adult day program in Lyndonville. After learn-

ing to make hats, Perkins knitted almost every waking

moment, Kay said. Perkins brought knitting supplies

everywhere he went, even to doctor’s appointments

because it kept him busy and made him feel useful.

Perkins made a huge contribution and left a positive

impression that will be missed, said Lisa Sweeney, assis-

tant director of Riverside Life Enrichment Center. She

described how he started knitting to keep his hands busy

while trying to quit smoking, but the project evolved into

a social mission.

“He loved kids,” Sweeney said. “He knew there were a

lot of kids in this area that might not have a hat. He knew

they needed the hat. As a way to not discriminate (between

privileged and disadvantaged children) he wanted to give

a hat to every child.”

Perkins suffered from a debilitating illness and knitting

hats was a way from escaping the illness. He also needed

to find a way to continue helping people even though he

was bound to a wheelchair. “At the very end he was knit-

ting knowing that every child in the county have a hat on

his head,” Sweeney said. “That was his goal. I think he

might have made it.” She estimates he knitted over 1,500

hats in all.

Perkins inspired others by his determination and gen-

erosity. His memory lives on among those at Riverside,

according to Sweeney.

“He is like a Santa Claus,” Sweeney said. “On a per-

sonal level, I adored Perk. He put your needs in front of his

no matter how sick he was. He would give anybody every-

thing he could.” 

Perkins time spent helping others dates back a couple

of decades, according to Kay Perkins. He spent many

nights over the previous 20 years sitting on boards of local

nonprofit organizations working to help people – mostly

youth. He chaired the board for the Vermont Mini Olympic

Wheelchair games, where he actively raised funds and

helped organize games. He served as the president of the

board of Northeast Kingdom Community Action and also

served on the board of Northeast Kingdom Mental Health

“until his health gave out,” Kay Perkins said. Kay and Bob

Perkins worked together on the Tobacco Evaluation and

Review Board and as foster parents. 

“It’s just a beautiful story,” said Marcia Therrien, the

receptionist/secretary at Lyndon Town School who helped

with the hat distribution there. “He’s always worked (to

help people) in poverty.” 

Heads & Hearts
Local man warms both for Caledonia County school children

FFiirrsstt  ggrraaddeerrss  DDaavviidd  SStteevveennss  aanndd  JJeessssiiccaa

MMoorrggaann  ddaawwnn  ttwwoo  ooff  tthhee  11,,000000  hhaattss

kknniitttteedd  aanndd  ddoonnttaatteedd  bbyy  RRoobbeerrtt  ““PPeecckk””

PPeerrkkiinnss..

TThhiirrdd  ggrraaddeerr  KKaaeellyynnnn  SSiillvveerr  aanndd  EEtthhaann  DDeevveerreeaauuxx,,

ffoouurrtthh  ggrraaddee,,  aarree  sshhiinniinngg  tteessttmmeennttss  ttoo  PPeerrkkiinnss’’  ffiinnee

ccrraaffttmmaannsshhiipp
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•Paint & Supplies

•Serta Mattresses

•Furniture

•Floor Covering

•Window Treatment

802 Railroad Street, St. Johnsbury, VT  748-8725

Mayo’s Furniture
& Floor Covering
Monday-Friday 9:30 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.

Saturday 9:30 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.

Need a Winter 

Project?

DDiiaannaa  aanndd  AAmmaannddaa

WWeebbsstteerr,,  ooff  DDaannvviillllee,,

ttooookk  aa  bbrriieeff  ssiittee  sseeee--

iinngg  ttoouurr  iinn  tthhee  mmiiddsstt  ooff

vviissiittiinngg  ccoolllleeggeess  iinn

NNeeww  YYoorrkk  CCiittyy  llaasstt  ffaallll..

AAmmaannddaa  wwiillll  ggrraadduuaattee

ffrroomm  DDaannvviillllee  HHiigghh

SScchhooooll  tthhiiss  sspprriinngg..

DDuurriinngg  tthheeiirr  ttrriipp,,  tthheeyy

ttooookk  aa  mmiinnuuttee  ttoo  ppoossee

wwiitthh  tthhee  NNoorrtthh  SSttaarr iinn

ffrroonntt  ooff  tthhee  SSttaattuuee  ooff

LLiibbeerrttyy  oonn  LLiibbeerrttyy

IIssllaanndd  iinn  NNeeww  YYoorrkk

HHaarrbboorr..

The Big Apple



T
he Pumpkin Hill Singers

joins The Holiday-on-the-

Green in Danville by presenting

their traditional holiday concert.

This program of holiday music

entitled, “In the Clearing”

includes beloved traditional

songs, contemporary arrange-

ments of traditional music, and

some newly-composed holiday

music for the holiday season. The

concert’s title song comes from a

new composition by Steve Parker

and Susanne Terry sung for the

first time in the Danville concert.

Familiar songs in the presen-

tation are Holly and the Ivy,

Coventry Carol, Break Forth O

Beauteous Heavenly Light, and

the Caribbean carol “The Virgin

Mary” made popular by Harry

Belafonte.  The group has also

included carols from Spain,

France, England, Ireland, West

Indies, and Australia.  “We added

the Australian song ‘Summer

Carol’ last year and liked it so

much that we wanted to perform

it again”, says soprano Jo-Anne

Reed.  “ ‘Summer Carol’ is par-

ticularly interesting in that it talks

about Christmas which in

Australia falls during its summer

season.”

The Pumpkin Hill Singers

have had a busy fall in prepara-

tion for not only their holiday

concert, but also for the “Sing for

Peace” concert in September.

This was a gathering of 120
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““FFoorr  GGoodd  ssoo  lloovveedd  tthhee

wwoorrlldd  tthhaatt  HHee  ggaavvee

HHiiss  oonnllyy  bbeeggootttteenn

SSoonn,,  tthhaatt  wwhhooeevveerr

bbeelliieevveess  iinn  HHiimm

sshhoouulldd  nnoott  ppeerriisshh,,  bbuutt

hhaavvee  eetteerrnnaall  lliiffee..””

John 3:16

AAmmiidd  aallll  tthhee  rruusshh

aanndd  eexxcciitteemmeenntt,,  

rreemmeemmbbeerr::

JJeessuuss  iiss  tthhee  rreeaassoonn

ffoorr  tthhee  sseeaassoonn..

MMeerrrryy  CChhrriissttmmaass

ffrroomm  oouurr  ffaammiilliieess  ttoo  yyoouurrss..

Dear Shrinks,

My buddy Roy and I spent a whole tour in Iraq together. Every

day he talked about returning home and living with his sweet-

heart. His phrase was, “It’ll be heaven, pure heaven!”

Two months after we came home I went to visit Roy and meet

his sweetheart. She was as lovely and charming as he described

her. He seemed very distracted. When I finally got alone with him

he was practically in tears. He explained that living together was,

“Hell. Pure hell!” I asked him what was wrong and he said that he

wanted her to make a stronger commitment. I thought he meant

marriage, but he insisted he wasn’t ready for marriage. He told me

she said she couldn’t and wouldn’t give him any more than living

with him.

When I reminded him that in Iraq all he wanted was to be liv-

ing together he looked startled for a moment and then shook his

head and repeated, “Hell, pure hell!” How could Roy feel so badly

when he got exactly what he wanted?                                          

Puzzled 

Dear Puzzled, 

A great question! Perhaps a complete answer would unravel

the enigma that is humanity. Here’s our slant on it...

When Roy got the situation he yearned for he could have

become very frightened. Having it meant that he could now lose

it. To lessen his fear he demanded a vague “improvement” or

change in the relationship. When this was turned down he felt

bereft. This serves two functions; first, the situation itself is no

longer so satisfying and therefore also not as frightening. Second,

he is able to return to wishing it would get better. Now he is back

to the way he felt when he was in Iraq. Although he clearly feels

distress on the surface, on another level, he may feel resignation

of even relief. And on an even deeper level, he may unconscious-

ly feel happiness about living with his sweetheart.  

Perhaps we all have done this in our lives. Most of us can

remember an experience in the past that at the time seemed diffi-

cult and painful. In retrospect the experience now appears to have

been a time of deep happiness. In the moment we were only aware

of more superficial feelings of distress. Later, we are more aware

of deeper, less conscious feelings. Perhaps Roy will realize in the

future his deep pleasure when living with his sweetheart. We hope

that he will learn to appreciate this relationship before he does

anything too rash and compromises or destroys it.

Here is a slightly different perspective. Depending on the inti-

macy levels that we experienced growing up, we may have diffi-

culty with commitment and closeness. Everyone has developed

his or her comfort zone of closeness/distance. Each person has a

different tolerance. When we become close to another, each per-

son must adjust his or her own zone. Often the partners have to

learn to tolerate more closeness and/or more distance within the

framework of the relationship.

Ask the Shrinks
Alice  S. Kitchel and Burton Zahler

Holiday concert
Pumpkin Hill Singers in Danville on Dec. 18

802-748-9858

Happy

Holidays!

from our family
to yours!

musicians from seven groups in

northern Vermont, each signing a

presentation of songs related to

hope for world peace.  This con-

cert was coordinated by Robert

and Louise DeCormier from the

group Counterpoint Musical.  

The singers will again be

joined by instrumentalist David

Hare on percussion, Jeff Gold on

English horn and recorder, and

Ellen Gold on guitar, recorder,

and flute.  

The concert is at Danville

Congregational Church on

Thursday, Dec. 18 and at the

North Congregation Church in St

Johnsbury on Friday, Dec. 19.

Both concerts are at 7:30 p.m.

and are free to the public.  The

group’s recent CD “With Song

Alone” will be on sale at the end

of the concert.
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FRIENDS OF THE ST. JOHNSBURY ATHENAEUM 
 Pewter Keepsake Ornaments 

FEATURING ST. JOHNSBURY’S HISTORIC BUILDINGS 

St. Johnsbury Railroad Station $10/ea qty ___ $ _____ 

St. Johnsbury House $10/ea qty ___ $ _____ 

North Congregational Church $10/ea qty ___ $ _____  

Summer Street School   $10/ea qty ___ $ _____ 

Fuller Hall $10/ea    qty ___ $ _____ 

Fairbanks Museum   $10/ea   qty ___ $ _____ 

St. Johnsbury Athenaeum $10/ea qty ___ $ _____ 

Shipping & Handling /see chart       $ _____  

 TOTAL AMOUNT   $ _____ 

Name ________________________________________________  

Shipping Address _______________________________________  

City, State, Zip ________________________________________  

Shipping & Handling 
 1 ornament.................. $5.00 
 2 ornaments................. $6.00 
 3 ornaments................. $7.50 
 4 or more.................... $8.25 

Make checks payable to: 
Friends of St. Johnsbury Athenaeum 

Mail your order to: 
Friends of St. Johnsbury Athenaeum 
1171 Main Street 
St. Johnsbury, VT  05819 

Contact us at: 
(802) 748-8291 
inform@stjathenaeum.org 

Please make checks payable to: Friends of St. Johnsbury Athenaeum 

North Congregational 
Church 

St. Johnsbury House 

Summer Street School Fuller Hall  

The Fairbanks Museum 

The Athenaeum. 

Available as ornament 
or keychain 

New this year! 

St. Johnsbury Railroad 
Station 

Limited quantities  
available 

SHOP LSHOP LOCAL!OCAL!

• Aspen Songs Bird Fee

Customer Rewards 

Punch Card Rebate

• 30 Different Kinds of 

Bird Feeders in Stock

• Horse Tack

$$110000
OOffff

BBllaacckk  OOiill
SSuunnfflloowweerr  
SSeeeeddssCC

OO
UU

PP
OO

NN

A big 

selection of 

DDoogg  

&&  CCaatt  TTooyyss

M
O

RRISON'S FEED BA
G

St. Johnsbury, Vermont

Monday-Friday 8:30-5:30        Saturday 8:30-1:00

(802) 748-0010

Happy HolidaysHappy Holidays
Shop herShop here fe for ALL the fror ALL the friends and iends and 

ffamilamily on yy on your Chrour Christmas list! istmas list! 

We have lots of Decorative

BBiirrdd  SSeeeedd  WWrreeaatthhss

perfect for the bird lovers.

Tasty Treats Candies
“Keeping the North Country sweet for over 44 years”

We would like to take this time to thank

our customers and to wish you and your families

a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Serving you since 1961

BY BRUCE HOYT

T
ough economic times have

come upon the nation and

the quandary we all now face is

what to do about it.  One age-old

answer may be to laugh. Not to

belittle the real hardships of

deflated pensions, threatened

mortgages and lost income,

there is much to be admired in

the way the human spirit rises to

the challenge and bares its teeth

at the wolf in the doorway.

Though it doesn't put any

pennies in the pot, sardonic

humor waves like the feathered

plume on a Cavalier's hat. Here,

for example, is a riddle from the

old USSR:  

Question: "What is 100

meters long and eats cabbage?" 

Answer: The line at a

Russian meat market.

A new riddle arising from the

debris of crashed investment

firms asks:

Question: "What is the dif-

ference a stock investor and a

pigeon?"  

Answer: "The pigeon can

still make a deposit on a new

car."

Out of wild and wonderful,

but impoverished, West

Virginia, self employed workers

drive their ladder laden pickups

100 miles to work on Maryland

"macmansions," and joke that

their own homes are so close to

the river that they get new lawn

furniture every time it rains.

That, and other observations by

humorist Jeff Foxworthy, under-

score a proud attitude that scoffs

at perpetual hard times.

Why is it that West Virginia

gets all the "redneck" jokes and

Vermont doesn't?  Possibly

because our grandmothers don't

throw beer cans at road con-

struction crews, as Foxworthy's

fictional grannie does. We are

better behaved. Still, the frugali-

ty of Vermonters approaches a

laughable level.

Question: "Why do

Vermonters have difficulty using

dental floss?"

Answer: "Because they only

use three inches at a time."  

We empty everything. The

bone-dry shampoo or liquid-

soap bottle yields two more uses

when rinsed with water.  The

toothpaste tube gives up five

more brushes if pulled through

the doorjamb. A tablespoon of

vinegar gets out the last of the

ketchup or mustard. Tipping up

the gas pump hose probably

doesn't work, but we try any-

way. Bread bags are recycled for

school lunches. Envelopes from

those pre-approved outfits

become grocery lists. Computer

printout mistakes get turned

over and run through again for

letters to just-as-pecuniary-

friends. We reckon the cost and

the savings of buying cheaper

gasoline in White River

Junction. And Vermont has

clotheslines. Not just any

clotheslines, but legislated

clotheslines, protected from

The Frugal Vermonter
We’re equipped to handle the hard times

gentrified tastes and proudly

saving three kilowatt-hours per

drying.  

And we still hear our moth-

ers' liturgy of conservation:

"Stop staring into the refrigera-

tor." "Turn out the light." "You'd

better finish that or you get noth-

ing else." "If you're cold, put on

a sweater." "Close the door.

Were you brought up in a barn?"

Close the door?  The front door

is, in fact, closed for the winter,

covered with construction paper

left over from "banking the

house" - a term unfamiliar to

most Americans,  ("Do you

mean "securing a home equity

loan"?")

One time, late night TV host

Johnny Carson invited his guest,

Rudy Vallee, to his New York

apartment before the show. On

the way to the studio, the mega-

phone crooner from Island Pond

insisted on going back to

Carson's apartment. His host

obliged, only to find out that

Vallee just wanted to turn out the

lights. We are a strange bunch,

comical in our degree of thrift

perhaps, but fit for getting over

the lean times.

At Christmas, in many New

England families, an aunt or

grandmother will bring out little

string bags of candy, fruit and

popcorn for everyone at the end

of gift giving. Germans bring

out a similar final gift called the

"Weihnachts Teller" or

"Christmas dish" carrying a few

candies, some nuts and some

fruit, to remind the adults and

teach the children that, for a

time in their history, that's all

there was. We wouldn't have to

reach very far back into our own

history to gain a similar perspec-

tive.

Chin up. Economic down-

turns and accompanying humor

are not new, as evidenced by an

1898 British riddle book: 

Question: "Why is a stock

broker in a panic like Pharaoh's

daughter?"  

Answer: "He just wants to

save a little profit (prophet)

from the rushes on the banks."

We wish you a prosperous

New Year.

““WWhhyy  iiss  iitt  WWeesstt  VViirrggiinniiaa  ggeettss  aallll  tthhee  rreeddnneecckk  jjookkeess  aanndd  VVeerrmmoonntt  ddooeessnn’’tt,,””  Bruce Hoyt

Railroad Street

Above Citizens Bank

Enter ATM, 3rd Floor

LLiilliiaannaa  CCuubbeerroo  FFeerrnnaannddeezz

CLASSES ONGOING

Call for more information 802-684-3420
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DANVILLE SERVICE CENTER

Route 2, Danville Village  684-3481

� Foreign & Domestic Auto

Repair  � State Inspections

� Exhaust Work � Batteries

� 2 & 4 Wheel Computer

Alignment  � Shocks & Struts

HOURS: 7-5 Mon. thru Fri. � 8-1 Sat. � Mechanic on Duty

Ask Us About Tires

Dec. 1, 2007 

A blustery 9° as we turn the

calendar over to start the final

month of 2007. Fresh snow has

been sculpted into waves and

drifted into uneven piles here

and there. The snowplow has

cleared the road but has also

dammed up the

drives. Our

neighbor's car

was perilously

balanced atop

the snow bank

blocking her drive. Her attempt

to drive through the drift left her

car stranded midair. We'll need

to do a little digging to get out

today. The sun is doing its best

to shine through and bring a lit-

tle warmth to the Arctic cold

front that has swept down from

the north. Meanwhile we've got

the wood stove cranked up to

take out the morning chill. The

thermometer had dipped down

to 2° when we arrived back

home from a performance in

Wells River last night. A star-

filled sky accompanied us on

our journey there and back.

Dec. 4, 2007

Happy Chanukah! Our first

big snow dump of the season is

winding down. A foot of fluffy

white carpets

the ground, with

the trees all

dressed up in

their winter

attire. Ski

resorts are happy to be up and

running for the holiday season.

The storm moved in Sunday

night, continued all day Monday

and is shaking out a few more

flakes today as it moves on out

to sea. We took advantage of a

lull yesterday afternoon to snow

blow the drives and shovel the

stairs. Fortunately this storm

brought lighter, low moisture

snow, so while there was plenty

accumulation, it was easy to

move. Unfortunately that ease

Walden Hill Journal

Snow makes

an appearance

blue, cloudless skies offset by

snow-laden evergreens and a

fresh thick white blanket of

sparkling snow complete this

picture-perfect Vermont morn-

ing. I christened my snowshoes

for the season yesterday with

my usual aerobic circle route

through the woods. Since I was

hiking solo, I got the full work-

out breaking trail. There's over a

foot of snow now to pack down.

Today should be a bit easier

going. I trampled down a path to

the bird feeder as well. Those

chickadees are emptying it

daily. At least the suet is there to

provide food when the tube

feeder is seedless. Last year I

didn't get out on snowshoes

before mid January. This is

more like it!

Dec. 10, 2007  

Four concerts down and 4 to

go; 'tis the season. We've gotten

our main snowshoe loop nicely

packed down. I tried extending

it through the lowland wet area

but found too much open water

yet. In another month, the

majority of that moisture should

be iced up and snow covered for

surer footing. For now I'll stick

to the perimeters. Late after-

noon is my favorite time to

snowshoe if it's not too cold.

The low, directional sun usually

managers to find a break in the

clouds by then to send golden

beams through the snowy

woods. Stopping by the snow

covered beaver pond offers a

worthwhile view of the setting

sun. I usually emerge from the

woods just as the remains of the

sunset is spreading a rosy winter

glow across the sky. There's not

much time to dally this close to

the solstice. Once the sun is

down, darkness quickly steals

in.

Dec. 13, 2007  

6° this morning after an

overnight low of 3°. It was 12°

last night when I looked out

back to see if the sky had

cleared. Sure enough, it was

crystal clear with the Milky

Way sweeping across the house

from front to back. Cassiopeia

was high in the sky with the Big

Dipper lower and standing on

end. Only the trusty North Star

was in its permanent spot. There

seemed to be an unusual number

of shooting stars. I checked with

Northern Woodland's calendar

and found: "December 14:

Geminid meteor shower-one of

the most reliable."  I also con-

sulted my star gazer and saw

that Gemini was directly above

where I'd been looking. Of

course I had originally been on

the lookout for Northern Lights

but was content to have discov-

ered the Geminid meteor show-

ers instead.

Dec. 15, 2007  

It looks like the minus sign

is still working on our digital

thermometer with -0.2° this

morning. Fortunately we have a

bit of sun shining through a thin

layer of clouds. That solar

warmth goes a long way in this

house. It's just a brief lull

between storms. Chickadees are

busier than usual at the feeder,

no doubt sensing the big storm

that's brewing. The snow blow-

er is getting a good workout and

so is Jeff. I'm keeping in shape

clearing the walk and stairs. It

was a multilayer shoveling to

get down to the previously

cleared level yesterday.

Meanwhile we're off to the

BY ELLEN GOLD

Photos By Jeff Gold

worked for the wind too so we'll

need to get out and clear again

today. We haven't seen much of

the sun so far this month.

Maybe we'll get a bit of clearing

today. We certainly miss that

solar gain and are relying on the

wood stove for warmth.

Dec. 6, 2007  

4° but bright sunshine pre-

vails. There's no doubt about

heating with solar gain today.

The wood stove is getting a

well-earned rest. Deep winter

Continued on Page 34
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Pope Library

Monday & Friday

10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Wednesday 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Saturday 9 a.m. - Noon.

North Danville 

Brainerd Library

Mondays & Fridays:

2-4 p.m. 

Wednesdays

2-4 p.m.

6-8 p.m.

Bringing Art to the Northeast Kingdom 

WWW. CatamountArts.org                      (802) 748-2600

TheArtsAround... December

TUES.2
SOWETO GOSPEL CHOIR

South Africa's magnificent 26-strong choir bursts with

earthy rhythms, rich harmonies, a capella numbers, and

accompaniment by an exciting four-piece band and percus-

sion section. Add energetic dancing and vibrant, colorful

costumes, and the mix is awe-inspiring. This young, dynam-

ic, multiple Grammy Award-winning choir performs tradi-

tional and contemporary music, adding its own unique feel

and interpretation to both. The choir performs in six of

South Africa's 11 official languages, and has appeared

alongside Robert Plant, Bono, Diana Ross, Jimmy Cliff, and

Peter Gabriel. Visit www.flynntickets.org for tickets.

DARK STAR ORCHESTRA

Higher Ground in South Burlington DSO is a different breed

of Dead band. What Dark Star Orchestra does is recreate the

Grateful Dead through live music. DSO plays the setlist

song for song in the same arrangements used by the Dead

members of that period. Dark Star Orchestra takes the

framework of the original setlists and sees where it can take

them. Even the press has caught on to what the band is

doing--USA Today says DSO is "channeling the Dead" and

the Washington Post declared them "the hottest Grateful

Dead tribute act going". Call 1-888-512-SHOW for more

information.

JOURNEY, HEART & CHEAP TRICK are playing at

the Verizon Wireless Arena in Manchester, N.H. Visit

www.verizonwirelessarena.com for details or call (603)

644-5000.

FRI.5
UNIVERSES: "LIVE FROM THE EDGE.” Young,

spiky, hot... Universes is the hip Bronx-based ensemble that

pioneered the hip-hop theater movement—fusing poetry,

theater, jazz, hip-hop, social issues, down-home blues, and

Spanish boleros to create provocative, entertaining theater.

This "best of" performance showcases the ensemble's spe-

cial brand of fusion theater, tracking the evolution of its

communal poetic language from childhood rhymes to com-

munity rituals. Universes also previews pieces from

Ameriville, scrutinizing post-Hurricane Katrina America,

giving voice to people in the literal search for a home.

McCarthy Arts Center Theater at Saint Michael's College.

Visit www.flynntickets.org for tickets.

SAT.6
VERMONT FIDDLE ORCHESTRA HOLIDAY CON-

CERT at The Barre Opera House. Tickets are $15 / $12

Seniors and Students / Under 16 admitted free. Susannah

Clifford Blachly will be the guest soloist performing her

own compositions. For more information call 1-877-343-

3531 or visit www.vtfiddleorchestra.org.

SUN.7
VERMONT PHILHARMONIC - HANDEL'S

MESSIAH is an oratorio by George Frideric Handel based

on a libretto by Charles Jennens. Composed in the summer

of 1741 and premiered in Dublin on the 13 April 1742,

Messiah is Handel's most famous creation and is among the

most popular works in Western choral literature. The very

well known chorus, Hallelujah, is part of Handel's Messiah

and the work is associated with the December holiday sea-

son and played around the world during that time of the year.

The Barre Opera House. Call (802) 476-8188 for details.

TUES.9
"STAND UP, SIT DOWN, AND LAUGH." The 15th

installment of the Flynn's smash comedy series Stand Up,

Sit Down, and Laugh features side-splitting performances

by series veterans and regional favorites including Carole

Vasta Folly, MaryAnne Gatos, Oliver Barkley, and Josie

Leavitt.

Visit www.flynntickets.org for tickets.

FRI.12
VERMONT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA HOLIDAY

POPS CONCERT. There will be no choice but to rejoice at

the wonderful collection of holiday fare in store on this pro-

gram! The Barre Opera House. Call (802) 476-8188 for

details.

SAT.13
NEIL YOUNG is playing at the DCU Center in Worcester,

Mass. Visit www.ticketmaster.com for

details.

SUN.14
GREEN MOUNTAIN YOUTH

SYMPHONY HOLIDAY CONCERT

The Green Mountain Youth Symphony

creates a community of nearly 100 young

musicians from more than 25 towns

throughout Central and Northern

Vermont.  Comprised of students ages 6-

18, GMYS offers musical instruction at

the highest level and encourages music

making in an engaging, challenging, and

non-competitive environment. The Barre

Opera House. Call (802) 476-8188 for

details.

A CHRISTMAS CAROL

Nebraska Theatre Caravan's beautifully staged musical

adaption of Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol features a

30-member cast, live orchestra, elegant costumes, lively

dancing, and show-stopping special effects. This beloved

performance shares the tale of tight-fisted,

middle-class merchant Ebenezer Scrooge,

and ultimately teaches the timeless lesson

that a greedy world can be healed by broth-

erhood and unselfishness. A Flynn holiday

tradition for 22 years! Visit www.flynntick-

ets.org for tickets.

TUES.16
EILEEN IVERS & IMMIGRANT SOUL. Nine-time All-

Ireland fiddle champion Eileen Ivers transforms perceptions

of the violin. One of the great innovators and pioneers in the

Celtic and world music genres, Ivers returns to the Flynn

MainStage for a foot-stomping, joyful, Gaelic holiday cele-

bration. Performing original tunes and traditional favorites

like The Holly Tree, Hark the Herald Angels Sing, The

Wexford Carol, and Do You Hear What I Hear, Ivers cap-

tures the spirit and magic of the season. Visit www.flyn-

ntickets.org for tickets.

SAT.20
SOWETO GOSPEL CHOIR.  South Africa's magnificent

26-strong choir bursts with earthy rhythms, rich harmonies,

a capella numbers, and accompaniment by an exciting four-

piece band and percussion section. Add energetic dancing

and vibrant, colorful costumes, and the mix is awe-inspiring.

This young, dynamic, multiple Grammy Award-winning

choir performs traditional and contemporary music, adding

its own unique feel and interpretation to both. The choir per-

forms in six of South Africa's 11 official languages, and has

appeared alongside Robert Plant, Bono, Diana Ross, Jimmy

Cliff, and Peter Gabriel. Visit www.flynntickets.org for tick-

ets.

SUN.28
GRACE POTTER & THE NOCTURNALS at Higher

Ground in South Burlington.  Grace Potter and the

Nocturnals’ timeless, organic brand of American rock & roll

uniquely blends funky blues, soul, and

rock from decades past. The band\'s stir-

ring mix of talent and hard work has

earned them a loyal and rapidly expand-

ing audience throughout the country. The

quartet is led by 24-year-old phenome-

non Grace Potter, whose vocal chops

have drawn comparisons to legends like

Aretha Franklin, Bonnie Raitt and Janis

Joplin, while her scintillating work

behind the B-3 conjures up visions of

Steve Winwood, Garth Hudson and Billy

Preston. Call 1-888-512-SHOW for

more information.

TUES.30
MIKE GORDON AND HIS BAND at

Higher Ground in South Burlington. An eclectic album

boasting Gordon’s skillful assimilation of free-form rock &

roll, calypso, pop and funk that showcases a unexpected side

to Gordon’s songwriting. Call 1-888-512-SHOW for more

information.
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Richard P. Barrett Insurance Agency

309 Portland Street, Suite 102

St. Johnsbury, Vermont 05819

(802) 748-5224

CUSTOM BRASS & 

COPPER LIGHTING

Lighting Showroom

(802) 467-3943

We make wall lights, ceiling lights, table & standing lamps
and outdoor lighting. Custom shades and a large selection of

glass shades. We rewire, restore, polish, patina
and do lighting decorating & consulting.

Residential or commercial.

See us by appointment or by chance.

2 miles north of West Burke off Route 5, Sutton, VT

www.highbeams.com

Quilting & Sewing Needs

Classes - call for information

At the Blinking Light in Danville

OPEN TUESDAY 10-5

WEDNESDAY 10-7, THURSDAY 10-5

FRIDAY 12:30-5, SATURDAY 10-5

(802) 684-9790

You still have time 

to make those 

Christmas Gifts!

HHaappppyy  HHoolliiddaayyss  

ttoo  eevveerryyoonnee!!

Dedicated to Quilters 

seeking quality fabrics and notions

Y
ou've probably heard they're

hot! You may even already

own their new CD "Swingdom in

the Kingdom," but you may not

have been lucky enough to see

them live, since most of their

recent appearances have been at

private affairs. Well, here's your

chance as Slant Six Swing Band

takes the stage for an evening of

dancing and merriment at the

Lyndonville VFW Hall on

Saturday, Dec. 6, 2008 begin-

ning at 7:30 p.m. And if you

have already seen them, you

know how good they are, so

come again and bring friends.

Hailing from near and far, the

six band members have com-

bined their decades of musical

magic to take Northern Vermont

by sizzling storm.

Among the many parties and

occasions they have played,

wedding receptions have rapidly

become one of their specialties.

Their wide variety of dance

music and crowd pleasing col-

lective persona continue to

"bring on" the party, and "Let the

Good Times Roll."  During their

seven years as a working band,

the repertoire has evolved to

reflect many styles of music

including swing, western swing,

zydeco, rhythm and blues and

country, as well as some stan-

dards. It's a seamless fusion of

music and atmosphere to create a

unique ambiance for their audi-

ence's listening and dancing

pleasure. Perfect to warm up a

cold night.

Tickets are $15 and can be

purchased in advance at Porter

and Craig, 397 Railroad Street,

St. Johnsbury, (802) 748-5369 or

at the door beginning at 7 p.m.

on Dec. 6. The VFW Hall is

located at 156 Hill Street,

Lyndonville (across from the

Packing House and one block

from the Outing Club). For more

information, please call (802)

633-4152 and speak with Pete.

For all things Slant Six and to

sample their music, visit

www.slantsixswingband.com.

Also at their site, you can look at

their "Song Listings" page and

be prepared to request a favorite.

Proceeds from the evening

will benefit The Ryegate

Commons Ltd. Farm and

Cohousing Project.

Swing, Swing
Slant Six Swing Band to make rare appearance
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A New York Pizza Family

The Best Hand-Tossed New York Pizza

We Guarantee It!

So Popular We Are Bringing It Back
Permanently!

NO COUPON NECESSARY • Sundays thru Thursdays

(2) 16" NY Cheese Pizzas

2 Liter Bottle of Soda &

an order of 6 Garlic Knots

All for 
$
18.00 plus tax

No Substitutions & Toppings Extra

Hours: Sun. 12-8 p.m. • Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9 p.m. • Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

Railroad Street, St. Johnsbury, VT

802-751-8500 • 802-751-8525

65+ Seniors – Ask About Our Sunday 15% Discounts

GIFT CARDS AAVAILABLE

SSttuuaarrtt  VV..  CCoorrssoo,,  DD..MM..DD..
�������������������������������������������������

G E N E R A L  A N D  F A M I LY  D E N T I S T R Y

31 Mountain View Drive          Danville, VT

(802) 684-1133

HHaappppyyHHaappppyy

HHoolliiddaayyssHHoolliiddaayyss

M A Y O ’ S
G L A S S  � S E R V I C E

THANKS FOR YOUR

BUSINESS!

Wishing you and yours a

happy holiday.

Jim, Chris, Julie, Mike & Tim

Come see us at 

744 Portland Street, St. Johnsbury, VT

(802) 748-8895 or (800) 286-6296
www.mayosglass.com

N
ew Year’s Eve marks

the 16th annual First

Night celebration of the

arts in St. Johnsbury. Anyone

sporting this year’s bright green

First Night button can enjoy all

kinds of entertainment. The

thousands who have been cele-

brating together every New

Year’s Eve since First Night St.

Johnsbury was born in 1993,

hear music from many tradi-

tions, including folk, pop, rock,

blues, bluegrass, Broadway,

sacred, silly, contemporary and

classical piano. They can see

ballet dancers, puppets, a magi-

cian, a hypnotist and comedy

shows. They can dance the

night away to Big Band swing

or hot rock. The kids can also

work off some energy with the

giant inflated obstacle course

and moon walk and enjoy craft

activities at the Family Fun

Fare.

These forty-plus different

acts and activities in over

eighty separate performances at

twenty venues on and just off

Main Street, start at 4 p.m. and

continue on through to the mid-

night fireworks finale. When

not enjoying entertainment,

revelers can buy food and bev-

erage at several churches and

other venues. And the free late

night pancake supper is always

popular.

What’s New?

Miss Tess and the Bon

Ton Parade bring their

unique sound to St.

Johnsbury. A young,

Boston-based songwriter,

Miss Tess’ “modern vin-

tage” sound bridges eras

and genres. Her Bon Ton

Parade is a dynamic, solo-

swapping combo,

comprised of sax

and clarinet,

upright bass,

brushes on drums,

and backing har-

monies. Tess’

vocals can soar or

caress as she strums

and picks her way

through an array of

styles, from ragtime,

to blues; country, to

swing. She writes

songs with the folk

sensibilities of a trou-

badour that engage

roots-devotees and

newcomers alike. A

small career break-

through came for Tess

when she performed

on a music cruise with

headliners Emmylou Harris and

Lyle Lovett. 

Phenomenal baritone Geoff

Penar will sing in St. Johnsbury

for the first time since graduat-

ing from the Academy. Now a

vocal performance major at

Eastman School of Music,

Penar still has people talking

about his portrayal of Jean

Valjean in the Academy’s the

production of Les Miserables.

Public Radio listeners may have

heard Geoffrey sing on “From

the Top,” a weekly program

featuring outstanding young

classical musicians from across

the country.

The Wood’s Tea Company

has welcomed Patty Casey to

their group and First Night wel-

comes them back. “Vermont’s

hardest working folk group”

has been featured at Lincoln

Center, and on National Public

Radio performing bluegrass,

Celtic tunes, sea chanties, and

folk songs employing as many

as a dozen different instruments

from banjos, bezoukis and

bodhrans, guitars and tin whis-

tles. 

Casey will also offer a solo

set in her persona as one of

Vermont’s best known singer-

songwriters.

Since the 1970s, Banjo Dan

and the Mid-nite Plowboys

have consistently delivered

some of the finest, most dynam-

ic and most original bluegrass

music ever heard in this corner

of the country. With countless

performances under their belts

and an extensive catalog of

acclaimed recordings, the

Plowboys have earned a reputa-

tion as top-notch entertainers

built on soulful lead singing,

spot-on harmonies, fiery pick-

ing and a stage show full of

energy, variety, and humor.

The No Strings Marionette

Company comes to First Night

with this year their version of

First Night 2008
Downtown St. Johnsbury hosts New Year gala

MMiissss  TTeessss  aanndd  tthhee

BBoonn  TToonn  PPaarraaddee  bbrriinngg

tthheeiirr  uunniiqquuee  ssoouunndd  ttoo

SStt..  JJoohhnnssbbuurryy  aass  oonnee

ooff  FFiirrsstt  NNIIgghhtt  22000088’’ss

hheeaaddlliinneerrss..  AA  yyoouunngg,,

BBoossttoonn--bbaasseedd  ssoonngg--

wwrriitteerr,,  MMiissss  TTeessss’’

““mmooddeerrnn  vviinnttaaggee””

ssoouunndd  bbrriiddggeess  eerraass

aanndd  ggeennrreess..

TThhee  WWoooodd’’ss  TTeeaa  CCoommppaannyy

TThhee  NNoo  SSttrriinnggss  MMaarriioonneettttee  CCoommppaannyy

Continued on Page 35

NORTHERN PETROLEUM CO.
189 RAILROAD ST. - ST. JOHNSBURY, VT 05819   (802) 748-8934

The Family of
NORTHERN PETROLEUM CO.

Wishes Your Family
All the Warmth of the Holidays

Carol

Morey

Carol Morey

Arthur Dionisio

Butch Cuthbertson

Sheila Davis, Kris Benoit

Chuck Belanger, Peter Belanger

Kristen Driscoll, Erin Simpson, Jill Bigelow

Sue Legendre, Bruce Gould, Clarence Mitchell, Steve Harran, 

Andy Hill, Ed Labounty, Ken Lafleur, Richard Lawson, Mike Nelson, 

Shawn Olden, Gerry Poginy, Sean Somers, Bruce Stone, 

Steve Taylor, Kenneth Prescott, Shane Ward, Howard Gadapee, 

Steve Bell, Will Valley, Karen Westover
N    P
O   E
R  T
T   R
H  O
E   L
R  E
N U
M

Del iver ing On A Promise

We Make Your Home a Better Place
St. Johnsbury, VT

1-800-222-9276
December 2007
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St. Johnsbury Academy

Winter 2008-2009 Sports Schedule

Girls Basketball
Varsity and Junior Varsity
Varsity Game follows JV Game

December

5 Mt. Mansfield (H) 5:00

8 So. Burlington (A) 5:00

12 Essex (A) 5:00

15 Mt. Mansfield (A) 5:00

18 Brattleboro (H) 5:00

23 BFA St. Albans (A) 5:00

January

3 Rutland (H) 1:00

9 Brattleboro (A) 5:00

6 Rice (A) 5:00

13 Champlain Valley (H) 5:00

16 Burlington (H) 5:00

21 North Country (H) 5:00

27 Spaulding (H) 5:00

30 BFA St. Albans (H) 5:00

February

3 Essex (H) 5:00

6 Rice (H) 5:00

10 Champlain Valley (A) 5:00

13 Spaulding (A) 5:00

17 North Country (A) 5:00

20 Burlington (A) 5:00

Hockey

December

6 Northfield (A) 4:30

10 Lyndon (L)(H) 6:00

17 U-32 (A) 8:00

20 Montpelier (L) (H) 6:00

27 Stowe (A) 6:30

30 North Country (A) 4:00

January

2 N. Country Tourna (A) 5:30

3 N. Country Tourna (A) 5:30/7:30

7 Mt. Mansfield (A) 6:45

10 Missisquoi (L) (H) 6:00

14 Hartford (L)(H) 8:00

17 Woodstock(A) 8:10

21 Brattleboro (L)(H) 6:00

23 Woodstock Tourna(A) 8:10

24 Woodstock Tourna(A) 6:00/8:00

31 North Country (L)(H) 7:00

4 U-32 (L)(H) 6:00

February

7 Montpelier(A) 8:00

11 Lyndon (L)(A) 6:00

14 Northfield (L)(H) 5:00

Wrestling 
December

6 North/South Duals (A) 11:00

10 Spaulding (A) 6:30

13 Early Bird Tour. (H) 9:30

16 Randolph (A) 6:00

Milton vs Randolph (A)

30 Midd.Hubie Wagner (A) 2:00

Inv. Tournament

January

9 Harwood (A) 6:00

MMU vs St. J (A)

20 Vergennes (H) 6:00

23 Essex Classic (A) 3:30

24 Essex Classic (A) 10:30

28 Mt. Abraham (A) 7:00

Essex vs St. J (A)

31 Colchester Inv. 10:00

February

2 Champlain Valley (A) 5:30

4 Enosburg (H) 6:00

Midd. vs Enosburg

11 Middlebury (A) 5:30

18 Colchester (H) 6:00

21 JV States (A) 10:00

27 State Championships (A) 6:00

28 State Championships (A) 10:00

March

6 N.E. Championships TBA

7 N.E. Championships TBA

Gymnastics

December

12 Middlebury (A) 6:00

17 U-32 (H) 6:00

20 Holiday Invite (A) 12:00

S. Burlington

27 Randolph (H) 1:00

January

2 S. Burlington (A) 6:00

7 Essex (A) 7:00

17 Harwood (H) 3:00

23 S. Burlington (A) 6:00

30 Milton (A) 6:00

February

7 Champlain Valley (H) 1:00

Boys Basketball
Varsity and Junior Varsity
Varsity Game follows JV Game

December

4 North Country (H) 5:00

6 Brattleboro SAT (A) 1:00

9 So. Burlington (A) 5:00

11 Mt. Mansfield (H) 5:00

16 Essex (A) 5:30

20 Rice (H) 1:00

23 Champlain Valley (H) 5:00

30 Colchester (H) 4:00

January

3 Rutland (A) 1:00

8 Champlain Valley (A) 5:00

10 Spaulding (A) 1:00

15 Burlington (H) 5:00

20 North Country (A) 5:00

23 Essex (H) 5:00

29 So.  Burlington (H) 5:00

31 Brattleboro (H) 1:00

February

2 Colchester (A) 5:00

5 Rice (A) 5:00

9 Mt. Mansfield (A) 5:00

12 Spaulding (H) 5:00

Girls & Boys Basketball
Freshmen

December

4 North Country (A) 5/6:30

6 CVU (H) 12/1:30

9 Spaulding (A) 6/6

11 Mt. Mansfield (A) 6/7:30

17 Burlington (A) 5/6:30

22 Essex (H) 5/6:30

January

5 Mt. Mansfield (H) 5/6:30

8 Lyndonville (H) 5/6:30

10 Burlington (H) 1/2:30

12 CVU (A) 5/6:30

14 Hartford (A) 4/5:30

17 Spaulding (H) 12/1:30

19 Lyndonville (A) 5:30/7

22 North Country (H) 5/6:30

24 Rutland (H) 12/1:30

February

31 Essex (A) 1/2:30

2 Hartford (H) 5/6:30

7 Rutland (A) 12/1:30

Nordic Skiing

December

13 Lamoille(A) 10:00

16 Peoples Academy(A) 3:00

20 Harwood(A) 10:00

27 North Country(A) 10:30

3 U-32(A) 10:00

9 Stowe(A)   3:00

17 S. Burlington(A) 10:00

January

23 Mt. Mansfield(A) 4:00

28 Peoples Academy(A) 4:00

30 Lyndon(A) 1:30

7 U-32(A) 10:00

17 North Country(A) 4:30

19 Montpelier(A) 4:00

25 BFA-Fairfax(A) 12:00

February

2 S. Burlington(A) 10:30

FS State Meet

5 Randolph(A) 10:30

CL State Meet

Alpine Skiing 
December

17 North Country (A)

5 Lyndon (H)

8 Harwood (A)

13 Mt. Mansfield (A)

January

16 Burr & Burton (A)

21 North Country (A)

26 Burlington (A)

30 Winter Carnival (H)

February

6 Essex Invitational (H)

7 Essex Invitational (H)

12 Stowe (A)

17 Girls NVAC (A)

20 Boys NVAC (A)

March

2 South Burlington (A)

4 Boys State Meet (A)

MMaarrttyy’’ss  11sstt  SSttoopp
US Route 2 � Danville, VT � ((880022))  668844--22557744

Mon.-Thurs. 5:30 a.m.-8:30 p.m.

Fri. & Sat. 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

Sun. 7 a.m.-8 p.m.

DELI

PIZZA served everyday
Megabucks Tickets

Mobil Speed Pass

DANVILLE SCHOOL
2008-2009 Schedule

Athletic Director: Merlyn Courser CAA

Boys High School Basketball

December

4 Thursday UCA @ Danville 7:00

6 Saturday Cabot @ Danville 6:00/7:30

9 Tuesday Danville @ Concord 6:00/7:30

11 Thursday Danville @ Blue Mountain Union 6:00/7:30

16 Tuesday Richford @ Danville 5:30/7:30

18 Thursday Concord @ Danville 6:00/7:30

20 Saturday Williamstown @ Danville 1:00/2:30

23 Tuesday Blue Mtn. @ Danville 6:00/7:30

January

3 Saturday Danville @ Hazen 1:00/2:30

7 Wednesday Danville @ Williamstown 6:00/7:30

9 Friday Stowe @ Danville 6:00/7:30

16 Friday Danville @ Northfield 6:00/7:30

21 Wednesday Winooski @ Danville 5:30/7:00

23 Friday Danville @ Richford 5:30/7:00

28 Wednesday Lake Region @ Danville 6:00/7:30

30 Friday Danville @ BFA 5:30/7:00

February

4 Wednesday Danville @ Peoples 6:00/7:30

6 Friday Hazen @ Danville 6:00/7:30

11 Wednesday Danville @ Stowe 6:00/7:30

13 Friday Northfield @ Danville 6:00/7:30

Girls High School Basketball

December

5 Friday Danville @ Thetford 5:30/7:00

12 Friday Danville @ Enosburg 5:30/7:00

17 Wednesday Blue Mountain @ Danville 6:00/7:30

19 Friday Danville @ Richford 5:30/7:00

22 Monday Danville @ Blue Mountain 6:00/7:30

30 Tuesday Williamstown @ Danville 6:00/7:30

January

8 Thursday Danville @ BFA 5:30/7:00

10 Saturday Winooski @ Danville 1:00/2:30

17 Saturday Richford @ Danville 1:00/2:30

22 Thursday Danville @ Stowe 6:00/7:30 

24 Saturday Danville @ Williamstown 1:00/2:30

27 Tuesday Enosburg @ Danville 5:30/7:00 

29 Thursday Danville @ Peoples 6:00/7:30

February

3 Tuesday Danville @ Hazen 6:00/7:30

5 Thursday Northfield @ Danville 6:00/7:30

7 Saturday Concord @ Danville 1:00/2:30

10 Tuesday Lake Region @ Danville 6:00/7:30

12 Thursday Danville @ Northfield 6:00/7:30

17 Tuesday Stowe @ Danville 6:00/7:30

19 Thursday Hazen @ Danville 6:00/7:30

BY WOODY STARKWEATHER

P
eople always say that we

Vermonters “drop our r’s”.

It’s a funny sound, r, and it gets

changed in a lot of dialects –

Newyorkers and Southerners

change their r’s too.  Not the

way we do, but they change

them.  What we don’t do is

“drop” them.

Some of our r’s are com-

pletely intact.  The r’s in travel

or road rage are right there.

Even the snobbiest tourist could

hear them. 

But when r follows a vowel

our New England accent shows

up.   Our r’s, however, aren’t

dropped; they just change the

preceding vowel a little.

Compare the words fee and fear

as they’re pronounced here in

the Northeast Kingdom.

They’re very different. There’s

a little “uh” sound, sort of the

way English people say it, at the

end of fear.  Well, this is New

Woody on Words
Dropping the R

England, after all.  Or, compare

hat and heart.  These two words

sound similar, but they’re not

the same.  The vowel in heart is

longer than the one in hat.  And

that’s what we do; we lengthen

the preceding vowel to indicate

the r.  We don’t drop it.  And

that’s the haht of the mattuh.

It’s not the same as the “hat of

the martyr.”

***

Looking at the larger pic-

ture, it seems we make an

awful, totally unnecessary, fuss

about pronunciation.  And that

“we” in the first sentence refers

to all of us legumes from

Arizona (Yuman beans), as my

very punny father used to say.  

What’s all the fuss about?  If

a person pronounces words well

enough so that we get the gist,

who cares?  Well, we all seem

to.  People all over the world

care extravagantly about how

their language is spoken.  The

French are positively weird

about it.  But we’re not far

behind. 

Making fun of foreign or

regional accents, or speech dis-

orders, is a comic’s sure laugh.

Mel Blanc made a good living

doing this, stuttering in Porky

Pig, lisping in Sylvester, and

then there was Tweety Bird and

Yosemite Sam.  He was good at

it, but he could have used a little

more imagination, I think.  I

used to work with people who

stutter, and I can tell you that

the people who are seriously

afflicted with this disorder don’t

think Porky Pig is funny at all.  

So why do we make fun of

people who talk differently.

Does their speech make us nerv-

ous?  Do we feel superior if we

pronounce correctly?

There is some kind of extra

sensitivity about speech, some

sense of an alarming otherness

in the speech disordered, the

foreign speaker, the Southern

belle, the Apalachian rube.

Occasionally, a foreign accent

is found “interesting” or charm-

ing.  The French accent and

some Italian accents are seen

this way, as are the Australian

and British versions of English,

but not the German, not the

Indian, not the Chinese, not the

Arab.  The latter groups are

brutish, or silly, or sinister.  But

always there is a strong reac-

tion.

And we want our own pro-

nunciation to be just right.

Should we pronounce the “t” in

often?  Is there a sounded “l” in

balm?  What’s the big deal?  If

a person can be understood,

isn’t that enough?  What’s the

point of communication any-

way?

That’s a deep question. We

don’t talk just to communicate

information; we also try to

make social and emotional con-

tact.  And for that purpose, for

making a connection, we want

our conversational partners to

be as much like us as possible.

The similarity facilitates con-

tact.  Half the time the informa-

tion transmitted is secondary.

Often there’s none at all.  “How

ya doin’ George?”  “How about

them Phillies?”  “It’s gotten

kinda cold, hasn’t it?”  “Yup,

must be we’re in Vermont.”

After a series of these informa-

tionless salvos, some actual

message may be sent and

received, but usually the con-

nection part of communicating

comes first.  It’s really the most

important part.

E.O. Wilson, the great

expert on ants, used to say that

we were a little like the ants he

studied so thoroughly – con-

stantly touching, feeling,

exchanging, sharing ideas.  A

group of humans was like an

anthill, he said.  We talk as

much as we do because we’re

constantly engaged in the act of

being human, connecting with

other humans, building society.

Society – an enormous pile of

shared thoughts, creations, atti-

tudes, beliefs, and practices – is

our particular anthill.

So, of course, when some-

one comes along who talks dif-

ferently we react.  We don’t

attack them physically, the way

an ant would, but our laughter

at them, or our suspicion or

fear, is similar, a kind of push-

ing away:  “You’re not one of

us.”  Maybe it’s an atavism, a

genetic leftover from when we

lived in little tribes and needed

to protect our hunting ground

from intruders.  

But, as our newly elected

President has said, we have

more in common than we have

differences.  Today, we don’t

live in little tribes, and it would

be better if we forgot about triv-

ia like speech differences and

tried harder to make contact,

bring the other in, build social

bridges.  Come on over here by

the fire.  Have some roasted

mastodon. And how about them

Phillies?

TThhee  NNoorrtthh  DDaannvviillllee  CChhuurrcchh  ((AABBCC))

WWoorrsshhiipp  aanndd  SSuunnddaayy  SScchhooooll

9:30 AM

CCooffffeeee,,  CCoonnvveerrssaattiioonn,,  aanndd  CCoonnffeeccttiioonneerrss

10:25 AM

PPaassttoorr: The Rev. Bob Sargent

OOrrggaanniisstt  aanndd  CChhooiirr  DDiirreeccttoorr: Linda Clouatre

Now handicapped accessible!
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WHEELER
True Value

Building Materials

29 Church Street

Lyndonville, VT 05851

(802) 626-5102

or 626-5040

Wheeler Sports
Team Sports Products

Images Of Vermont

Silkscreening and Embroidery

246 Church Street

Lyndonville, VT 05851

(802) 626-8235

Fax: (802) 626-6180

Email: wheel56@together.net

Lyndon Institute Athletic Events

Winter 2008-2009
Athletic Director: Paul E. Wheeler (802) 626-9164

ICE HOCKEY

November

3 Northfield @ Lyndon, 6:00

6 Hartford @ Lyndon, 6:00

10 Lyndon @ SJA, 6:00

13 Montpelier @ Lyndon, 6:00

17 Lyndon @ Northfield Tourney, 8:00

vs. Northfield

19 Lyndon @ Northfield Tourney 

TBA

27 Lyndon @ North Country, 4:00

30 Lyndon @ U-32, 3:00

December 

2 Lyndon @ NC Tourney vs. SJA, 5:30

3 Lyndon @ NC Tourney, TBA

7 vs. MSJ at Rutland, 5:00

10 Lynd0on @ Harwood, 5:00

14 Middlebury @ Lyndon, 6:00

17 Lyndon @ Peoples, 5:00

28 Milton @ Lyndon, 6:00

31 U-32 @ Lyndon, 5:00

January 

4 Lyndon @ Montpelier, 8:00

7 Lyndon @ Northfield, 11:00

11 St Johnsbury @ Lyndon, 6:00

14 North Country @ Lyndon, 7:00

FROSH BASKETBALL Boys

December

4 Lyndon @ Lake Region, 6:00

108 U-32 @ Lyndon, 7:00

12 Lyndon @ Harwood, 6:00

15 MMU @ Lyndon, 7:00

20 Randolph @ Lyndon, 12:30

23 Lyndon @ North Country, 6:30

29 Lyndon @ Lamoille, 6:30

6 Harwood @ Lyndon, 5:30

January 

8 Lyndon @ St Johnsbury, 6:30

12 Lyndon @ MMU, 7:00

16 Lyndon @ U-32, 7:00

19 St. Johnsbury @ Lyndon, 7:00

24 Lyndon @ Randolph, 2:30

26 North Country @ Lyndon, 7:00

29 Lake Region @ Lyndon, 7:00

February 

4 Lamoille @ Lyndon, 7:00

FROSH BASKETBALL Girls

December

4 Lyndon @ Lake Region, 4:30

10 U-32 @ Lyndon, 5:30

15 MMU @ Lyndon,5:30

20 Randolph @ Lyndon, 11:00

23 Lyndon @ North Country, 5:00

29 Lyndon @ Lamoille, 5:00

January 

8 Lyndon @ St Johnsbury, 5:00

12 Lyndon @ MMU, 5:30

16 Lyndon @ U-32, 5:30

19 St. Johnsbury @ Lyndon, 5:30

24 Lyndon @ Randolph, 1:00

26 North Country @ Lyndon, 5:30

29 Lake Region @ Lyndon, 5:30

February

4 Lamoille @ Lyndon, 5:30

GIRLS BASKETBALL (JV/V)

December

5 Hazen @ Lyndon, 5:30/7

9 Lake Region @ Lyndon, 5:30/7

138 Hartford @ Lyndon, 1/2:30

17 Lyndon @ Hazen, 6/7:30

19 Lyndon @ Hartford, 6/7:30

27 Holiday Tourney

vs. North Country, 3:00

30 Holiday Tourney

Consol @ 5:30 / Champ @ 7:30

January

3 Lyndon @ Lake Region, 1/2:30

6 Lyndon @ Harwood, 5:30/7

8 U-32 @ Lyndon, 5:30/7

10 Lyndon @ Montpelier, 1/2:30

15 Lyndon @ Lamoille, 6/7:30

20 Oxbow @ Lyndon, 5:30/7

27 Randolph @ Lyndon, 5:30/7

February

3 Harwood @ Lyndon, 5:30/7

5 Lundon @ U-32, 5:30/7

10 Montpelier @ Lyndon, 5:30/7

12 Lyndon @ Oxbow, 6/7:30

17 Lamoille @ Lyndon, 5:30/7

19 Lyndon @ Randolph, 6/7:30

NORDIC SKIING

December

13 Lyndon @ Lamoille, 10:00

16 Lyndon @ Peoples, 3:00

20 Lyndon @ Harwood, 10:00

27 Lyndon @ Mt. Hor, 10:30

January 

3 Lyndon @ U-32, 10:00

6 Lyndon @ Montpelier Relays, 4:00

9 Lyndon @ Trapp's, 3:00

13 Lyndon @ Lamoille, 3:00

17 Lyndon @ S. Burlington, 10:00

23 Lyndon @ Underhill, 4:00

28 Lyndon @ Peoples, 4:00

30 Burke Trails @ Lyndon, 1:30

February 

5 Lyndon @ Colchester, 5:00

11 Lyndon @ Crosset Br., 2:30

17 Lyndon @ N. Country, 4:30

19 Lyndon @ Morris Fm., 4:00

25 Lyndon @ Sleepy Holl., 10:00

ALPINE SKIING

December

8 Lyndon @ Burke Mtn., 10:00

19 Lyndon @ Bolton Valley, 4:00

January 

5 Lyndon @ Burke Mtn., 10:00

10 Lyndon @ Sugarbush, 10:00

13 Lyndon @ Smugg's, 10:00

16 Lyndon @ Bromley, 10:00

21 Lyndon @ Jay Peak, 10:00

30 Lyndon @ Burke Mtn., 10:00

February 

6 Lyndon @ Smugg's (Essex), 10:00

7 Lyndon @ Smugg's (Essex), 10:00

12 Lyndon @ Stowe, 10:00

17 Lyndon @ Sugarbush, 9:30

20 Lyndon @ Smugg's, 9:30

March 

2 Lyndon @ Stowe, 9:30

4 TBA, 9:30

BOYS BASKETBALL (JV/V)

December

8 Lyndon @ Lamoille, 6/7:30

13 Varsity at SF Tourney, TBA

16 Varsity @ SF Tourney, TBA

18 MVU @ Lyndon, 5:30/7:00

20 Lyndon @ Vergennes, 1/2:30

23 Oxbow @ Lyndon, 5:30/7:00

26 Lyndon @ Hazen, 6/7:30

January 

5 Lyndon @ Spaulding, 5:30/7

7 Randolph @ Lyndon, 5:30/7

9 Montpelier @ Lyndon, 5:30/7

12 Lyndon @ Harwood, 5:30/7

16 Lyndon @ MVU, 6/7:30

21 Lyndon @ U-32, 5:30/7

23 Lyndon @ Oxbow, 6/7:30

28 Lamoille @ Lyndon, 5:30/7

30 Lyndon @ Randolph, 6/7:30

February

4 Lyndon @ Montpelier, 6/7:30

6 Harwood @ Lyndon, 5:30/7

11 Hazen @ Lyndon, 5:30/7

13 U-32 @ Lyndon, 5:30/7

GO

VIKINGS!

DAYS AND CLOUDS

(2007, Italy/Switzerland) 115 min.

(NR). 

Director: Silvio Soldini (BREAD

AND TULIPS).  

Cast:  Margherita Buy, Antonio

Albanese, Alba Rohrwacher, Giuseppe

Battiston.

A well-to-do, sophisticated couple

Elsa (Margherita Buy) and Michele

(Antonio Alabanese) have a 20-year-

old daughter, Alice (Alba

Rohrwacher), and are wealthy enough

for Elsa to leave her job and fulfill an

old dream of studying art history.

After she graduates, however, their

lives suddenly change.  Michele con-

fesses he hasn’t worked in two months

and was fired by the company he

founded years ago.  Elsa overcomes

her initial shock by pouring extra ener-

gy into facing the crisis while Michele,

exhausted by an unsuccessful job hunt,

lets himself go, alternating between

vivacity and apathy. The stress of a

severe change in lifestyle puts a strain

on their relationship, and they realize

they risk losing their most precious

possession: the love that binds them.

Outstanding directing and acting give

this powerful film remarkable subtlety

and heart.  “Sensitive and astute, it

sympathetically details the devastation

of economic insecurity and the regen-

eration of a

dissolving marriage.”  ENTERTAIN-

MENT WEEKLY.

Dec. 5 - 11

Catamount Arts in St. Johnsbury.

Call (802) 748-2600 for show-

times.

A SECRET 

(2007, France)  105 min.  

Director:  Claude Miller 

Cast: Cécile De France, Patrick Bruel,

Ludivine Sagnier, Julie Depardieu,

Mathieu Amalric, Nathalie Boutefeu,

Yves Verhoeven.

With France under occupation by the

Nazis, Maxima (Patrick Brule) decides

that there will be no wearing of yellow

stars in his family.  The Grimbergs, a

Jewish family, will become the

Gilberts and young François (Quentin

Dubuis) will be baptized Catholic. The

Gilberts flee Paris for the bucolic safe-

ty of the rural South of France, which

is under Vichy control and hopefully

will provide them a place to start new

lives with new identities.   By 1955,

they are a secure, bourgeois

once-again Parisian family.  But they

never refer to the occupation. Hannah

(Cecile De France) is a stunning

blond, a terrific swimmer and diver,

and Max is a handsome, macho gym-

nast, ever disappointed that his son

François is no athlete like him.   When

François flirts with a Jewish girl at the

swimming pool, his parents exchange

a disquieted glance: Could this bud-

ding romance threaten to expose their

secret?   As the story unfolds Director

Miller will lift the veil on the past, hop

scotching back and forth in time from

the mid-1980s, when adult François

(Mathieu  Amalric) must finally con-

front his father about that traumatic era

and its devastating impact on his fami-

ly.  “Intelligent and compelling, a grip-

ping story, extremely well acted and

far superior to Truffaut’s THE LAST

METRO.”   Philip French, THE

GUARDIAN.

Dec. 5 - 11

Catamount Arts in St. Johnsbury.

Call (802) 748-2600 for show-

times.

ASHES OF TIME REDUX  

(1994/2008, Hong Kong) 93 min.  (R).  

Director: Wong Kar Wai (IN THE

MOOD FOR LOVE, CHUNKING

EXPRESS).  

Cast:  Leslie Cheung, Brigitte Lin,

Tony Leung Chiu Wai, Tony Leung

Ka Fai, Maggie Cheung.

“The best way to approach ASHES

OF TIME REDUX — Wong Kar

Wai’s ravishing swirl of an ancient

Chinese martial-arts saga, restored and

expanded from his original 1994 pro-

duction —is to prepare to lose oneself.

I mean literally, to be thrown without

compass into a thicket of undeniably

gorgeous imagery and characters as

interchangeable as they are operatical-

ly grand, with their big loves and

crazy style. The late Chinese matinee

idol Leslie Cheung plays a broken-

hearted swordsman, rejected by the

woman he loves, who becomes a hired

hitman; Tony Leung Chiu Wai from

IN THE MOOD FOR LOVE plays

one of his blades for hire.   When it

was first released, with a handsome

cast that included Brigitte Lin, Carina

Lau, and Maggie Cheung, ASHES

marked Wong (in his only martial-arts

TheFilmScene pic) as a master of moodily avant-

garde, pop-inflected visualization.

This new version has been opulently

restored, rescored, and reedited, with

digital colorization that intensifies the

lurching beauty of Christopher

Doyle’s inimitable cinematography.

For the love of all things sensual and

mysterious, see this one on a big

screen.” Schwartzbaum, ENTER-

TAINMENT WEEKLY.

Dec. 19-23

Catamount Arts in St. Johnsbury.

Call (802) 748-2600 for show-

times.

THE GROCER’S SON

(2007, France) 96 min.  (NR).

Director: Director: Eric Guirado

(COMOEDIA). 

Cast:  Nicolas Cazalé, Clotilde

Hesme, Daniel Duval, Jeanne Goupil,

Stéphan Guerin-Tillie, Liliane Rovère.

“Captivating… intoxicating.  This

valentine to country life is that prover-

bial gem that any film lover will want

to discover and savor.”  FILM JOUR-

NAL.  It is summer and ten years

since thirty-year-old Antoine (Nicolas

Cazalé) left home promising himself

never to return to the small village and

his parents’ grocery store.   But with

his father disabled from a heart attack,

he finds he must leave Paris and help

his family back in Provence.  So

Antoine must assume the lifestyle he

thought he had grown beyond —driv-

ing the family grocery van from ham-

let to hamlet, delivering supplies to

the areas few remaining inhabitants.

Claire (Clotilde Hesme), a friend from

Paris whom he has a secret crush on,

comes to visit, but Antoine is not the

model of friendliness.  He curtly

advises one old-time customer to pay

his tab and curtly rejects his father’s

long-standing arrangement to barter

with another for eggs.  But will

Antoine gradually warm to his

new/old life and his encounters with

the villagers, who initially seem stub-

born and gruff, ultimately prove to be

funny and deeply endearing.  This sur-

prise French box-office hit soon

becomes the delightful experience of a

self-centered man re-discovering life

and love in the world of his youth.

“Like taking a vacation in the French

countryside and meeting people

whom you grow extraordinarily fond

of, THE GROCER’S SON is an unal-

loyed pleasure, start to finish.

Triumphant!  A gem of a film.”  NY

TIMES.

Dec. 26-30

Catamount Arts in St. Johnsbury.

Call (802) 748-2600 for show-

times.

PAUL’S FARM SERVICE
Sales �� Service �� Parts

Paul D. Bergeron

Phone (802) 695-2500 � Fax (802) 695-2900

514 West Main Street (US RT 2) � Concord, Vermont 05824

Serving Agricultural Needs with Integrity Since 1976

Route 2, Town of Danville, Vermont • Mon - Sat 10-6 • Sunday 12-4

Boutique Wine, Specialty Cheese, 

Vermont Made Products, Gifts, Antiques,

Chocolates and More!



What’s happening at town hall

Barnet
Town Clerk: William Hoar

Selectboard: Ted Faris, Stanley

Robinson and Jeremy Roberts

November 10, 2008

Budget Presentation - Asst. Judge

Roy Vance appeared to present the

proposed County budget for 2009-

2010 to the Board.  The proposed

spending for the year will total

$389,956 which includes $127,556

for the Sheriff's Department.  This is

compared to a total budget of

$383,604 last year.  Roy went through

the line items explaining the changes.

The Towns in Caledonia County paid

$283,725 in taxes to the County last

year.  This year's figure is expected to

be slightly higher.  Once the County

receives the State report of estimated

fair market values in each town as of

Dec. 31, 2008, they will notify each

town of the assessed tax for the 2009

town budget.

Town Garage - Barnet residents

Lawrence and Cynthia Ruggles

appeared to express their concerns

about the construction of the new

garage.  They stated that several town

residents have approached Larry with

questions about the construction.

Larry has offered, both in writing and

verbally, to help the Selectmen  with

oversight of the construction work.

He restated his offer to do this work

for the remainder of the project for no

charge.  He felt that if the Board does

not wish to take him up on his offer,

then several issues need to be aired in

public.  Stan Robinson stated he is

very interested in having Larry help

out.  Ted Faris asked him to talk about

his list of concerns.  Larry stated that

his concerns deal with:

- construction details and design;

- budget and whether town will

build it for the $280,000 estimate

given out;

- presented pictures taken today

and he is concerned about the quality

of the work;

- concerned that one of anchor

bolts has a large crack in it.

The board accepted Ruggles offer to

consult on the project.

Snowmobile Travel - Ross Page

appeared to request use of a portion of

Somerhill Road in West Barnet for

snowmobile travel this coming win-

ter. The portion of the road needed

would run from Richard Price's land

to the property of Lenton and travel

would be on the side of the road. Road

Foreman Tim Gibbs was present and

he is fine with this but did feel that

Ross should talk with the Lenton's

about this as they will be most affect-

ed by the noise.  The Board approved

the request.

Fire Committee - Barnet Fire District

Prudential Committee member Gail

Warnaar appeared to inform the

Selectmen that one of their trustees

(Garry Dunbar) has resigned.  Gail is

asking the Board to appoint Joshua

Puffer to fill this vacancy until their

annual meeting in January.  They do

need an immediate appointment as

they are dealing with issues involving

the possible purchase of the water

system.  The board approved the

appointment.

Town Garage - Construction costs as

of Nov. 7, 2008 are $189,243 plus

$70,000 for the land acquisition.

Danville
Town Clerk: Virginia Morse

Town Administrator   Merton Leonard

Selectboard: Marion Sevigny, Denise

Briggs, Doug Pastula, Marvin

Withers and Michael Walsh

November 6, 2008

Road Agent - Kevin Gadapee report-

ed that the Highway Department has

completed the installation of the box

culvert on Calkins Camp Road, has

the asphalt base coat applied to the

Joes Brook Road project, has com-

pleted hauling the 7730 yards of win-

ter sand, is grading roads and cleaning

culverts. The work camp crew has

also been cutting brush along road

sides for the past week. In preparation

for winter they will be whipping cul-

verts and marking roadside hazards

for plowing, they will be installing

plow frames and sanders on the

trucks and doing other scheduled

maintenance. The garage door in the

old garage was broken due to a bro-

ken cable and rotten door frame and

will be replaced next week. In the off

and on discussion about the school

road, Marvin asked if it would be of

any advantage to the town if they

were to take over the school road and

make it a town road. After some dis-

cussion, the general consensus was

that there probably wouldn't be any

advantage to making the school road

a town road, possibly a determent as

other property owners could then use

the road to access their properties as

well, which would increase the traffic

on the road. They agreed that a memo

of understanding about the road deal-

ing with town maintenance should be

drawn up.

FEMA - Merton Leonard contacted

Ruggles Engineering about reviewing

the FEMA cost estimate of repairing

Wightman Road. Tim measured the

culvert to do the job at 110 feet as

opposed to FEMA's estimate of 80

feet, but thought that the remainder of

the estimate to be doable at the costs

they used. FEMA accepted the 110

feet culvert and refigured the allow-

able cost of repair at $275,535. The

amount paid for reimbursement

would be the actual cost of the con-

struction less 10% the town would

have to pay which could be up to

$27,535 or more. If the town decided

to return the area to a stream and

manicure the stream banks and block

the road off, they would receive 90

percent of 75 percent of the repair

price not including mitigation which

would be $120,150. Tim estimated

$80,000 would cover that work and

the remaining $40,000 would belong

to the town for other projects. FEMA

assessment of other road damage is

continuing. The board discussed both

sides of the issue and decided that a

public meeting would be held on Nov.

20 at 7 p.m. at the town hall to give

everyone in town an opportunity to

give their opinion on the future of the

road on a motion by 

Lyndon 
Town Clerk - Lisa Barrett

Administrative Assistant   Dan Hill

Selectmen: Martha Feltus, Kevin

Calkins and Kermit Fisher

October 13, 2008 

Highway Report - The Board

reviewed the highway report as of the

week ended. At 77 percent through

the year, payroll is 78 percent expend-

ed and the entire budget is 75 percent

expended. 

New Road Name - A road that now

has three residences needed a name

for 911 purposes. Motion made by

Kermit Fisher, seconded by Kevin

Calkins, to name the private road

Bishop Lane at the request of the res-

idents.  Motion carried 3-0.

Liquor License - The Board

approved the second-class liquor

license request from Carmen's Ice

Cream, Inc., dba Lyndon

Freighthouse Restaurant with the

standard conditions. 

Pedestrian Bridge Letter - The

Zoning Administrator has sent a letter

to the Select Board informing them of

the status of the temporary permit

issued for the pedestrian bridge.

Martha Feltus has drafted a response

letter, which was amended.  The

Board approved sending the letter.

Skateboard Park Discussion - The

Board would like a group of commu-

nity members (youth and parents) to

form a committee to determine how

the proposed skate park will be man-

aged, organize the operation of the

skate park, and to fundraise for the

project.

October 27, 2008 

Quarterly Budget Review - The

Board reviewed the actual to budget

reports of the General Fund, Highway

Fund, Wastewater Fund, and

Sanitation Fund.

Proposed Cuts - Motion made by

Kermit Fisher, seconded by Kevin

Calkins, to approve and sign the reso-

lution prepared by the Vermont

League of Cities and Towns in

response to proposed cuts in state

funding for local highway aid pro-

grams.  Motion carried.  Kevin

Calkins signed on behalf of the Board.  

Plowing Request - Larry Simpson of

Vermont Drive has requested that the

Town plow the South Wheelock Road

end of Vermont Drive, which is a

Class 4 road.  The Town does not

maintain Class 4 roads and does not

have funding in the budget to add

mileage of roads to be maintained.

Highway Access - The board

approved an access permit of Lyndon

Institute for access onto College Road

from the new baseball field with the

conditions as stated on the permit.

November 10, 2008 

Skatepark Board - Tom Noble of

Who Skates, the company currently

building the new skate park in St.

Johnsbury, introduced his company

and described plans for the proposed

skate park in Lyndon.  The price

would be approximately $9 to $13 per

square foot.  Many of the young peo-

ple in attendance voiced approval of

the proposed plans.

Fire Department Staffing - Fire

Chief Greg Hopkins discussed the

position of Fire Chief.  He no longer

has the time available to perform the

duties of the part-time chief.  He sug-

gested hiring a full-time chief, replace

him, or delegate some of his duties to

other members of the department.  He

spends 20 hours per week on fire

chief duties. 

Roof Repairs Discussion - The

Board accepted the proposal of

Palmieri Roofing to replace the roof

of the lobby area of the municipal

office building and to take the money

from the generator savings account

and to look at new ways to fund the

generator.  The cost to replace the roof

is estimated at $9,500, while the cost

to temporarily repair is estimated at

$1,500.

Peacham

REID & BALIVET
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

ERNEST TOBIAS BALIVET

JUDITH A. SALAMANDRA CORSO

DANVILLE GREEN � DANVILLE, VT � (802) 684-3666

SUPPLIES

Peter Hopkins

13 Raymond Street

Lyndonville, VT

05851

Phone (802) 626-5555

Night (802) 626-8042APPALACHIAN SUPPLY
“Home of the Bad Guys”

Rt. 5 North, St. Johnsbury, Vt. • 802-748-4513
Rt. 302, Littleton, N.H. • 603-444-6336

PELLET STOVES
& INSERTS
95% Efficiency

PELLET STOVES 
IN-STOCK

Starting at … 
$1,89500

ORDER YOUR 
PELLETS NOW

UNLIMITED SUPPLY
AVAILABLE SOON

MOBILE
HOME

APPROVED



Town Clerk: Bruce Lafferty

Selectmen: Richard Browne, Tim

McKay and Gary Swenson.

November 5, 2008

Memorial - Allen Thresher, Sr.

announced that the Veterans

Memorial will not be in place by

Veterans Day as hoped. The follow-

ing items were discussed: deposit of

funds donated for the Veterans

Memorial donations and the present

list of Town war veterans and possi-

ble additions to the veterans list based

on yet to be developed eligibility cri-

teria. The bench near the entrance

ramp to the Town Hall and the related

snow plowing issues were discussed.

Resignation - A letter of resignation,

dated Oct. 20, 2008, was received

from Peacham Town Auditor, Don

Davis, effective immediately. The

Select Board accepted his resignation

with regret and expressed their appre-

ciation for the excellent work that Mr.

Davis provided to the Town. 

Health Officer - The Board approved

the State document appointing

Sharon McDonnell as Town Health

Officer.

St. Johnsbury
Town Manager: Michael Welch

Town Clerk: Sandy Grenier

Selectboard: Bryon Quatrini, Gary

Reis, Daniel Kimbell, Jim Rust, and

Jean Hall Wheeler.

November 7, 2008

Three Rivers - Kevin and Ande

Deforge (VTRANS) will be attending

this meeting to provide the Board

with an update on the Transportation

Path project. The Board had directed

previously that Kevin provide a

bimonthly update.

Community Center - Mark Wheeler,

EH Danson, and Jeff Tirey, Tirey &

Associates, will attend the Board

meeting to discuss their preliminary

findings relative to the Community

Center. I have enclosed a copy of

Jeff's structural report. Jeff and Mark

can discuss their recommendations in

terms of snow load and heating the

building this winter. 

Three Rivers Update - Kevin

Russell reviewed the progress made

on the Transportation Path. Kevin

updated his projection for completion

of preliminary permitting and proper-

ty valuation process before actual

construction could commence. If the

review of forms goes smoothly and

filing can be completed with the

Town and State, Kevin projected

property appraisals could start the end

of November 2008. The appraisals

will be conducted by a private firm.

Appraisals could be completed by

May 2009 and Kevin hopes to have

negotiations with property owners

completed by August 2009, with a

projected date of March 2010 to put

the job out to bid. Ande Deforge said

the Town would need a valid environ-

mental documentation and Right of

Way (ROW) clearance from all land

owners. Ande said the money for the

project has been budgeted for 2010

but not obligated. Jim Rust asked if

the Town decided to scrap the

Transportation Path now, would they

be obligated to reimburse the State all

monies the State has already spent?

Ande Deforge answered that, even

though that is the wording of the

agreement, historically the State has

not required towns to reimburse, but

it would be up to the discretion of the

Secretary of Transportation. It could

go either way, but the Town may look

into the possibility. Joe Fox asked

about the environmental concerns

along the river bank. Kevin Russell

indicated that the riverbank area will

become a buffer zone to be used by

people for relaxing and walking. All

has been reviewed by the Agency of

Natural Resources concerning set-

backs and wetlands. There is a miti-

gation plan in place for keeping wet-

lands and enhancing habitat. 

Community Center - Jeff Tirey is a

structural engineer hired to examine

the Community Center (former

Armory) on Main Street. Jeff said

after reviewing the building he found

it to be in surprisingly good shape. It

has combination steel and wood

framing, and the exterior brick is gen-

erally in very good visual shape, as is

the interior of the building. Some

areas of the roof have a more limited

load bearing capacity, and he feels

that having the heat on the building

has kept the snow melted off (from

lack of insulation) so the roof has

been saved extra stress. Overall he

sees this building as a definite sal-

vage, but has not had the opportunity

to examine the mechanicals or any

hazardous material that may be pres-

ent. He said they also need to look at

the historical value and significance

of the building. Jeff recommended the

Town continue to heat the building to

avoid part of the roof collapsing. He

indicated he has no figures to present

to the Board for cost of upgrades, but

that, once a project is started on the

building they will probably have to

rehab the entire building and bring

everything up to code. That will

include electrical, heating system,

asbestos removal, shoring up the

frame and replacing areas that need it

and insulation. Also sprinkler system

and handicap access, minimum.

Community Justice Center - Dinah

Yessne addressed the Board about the

needs of the Community Justice

Center. As the different boards and

mediators provide services, Dinah

felt that they need at least three sepa-

rate and private areas to work from,

so the one large Boardroom at the

Welcome Center would not work for

the Justice Center. Dinah also indicat-

ed they have seen an increase in

mediations recently, possibly because

of the economy, and they are offering

a legal clinic once a month. Dinah

suggested they look at some other

properties in town which have been

mentioned to her- including the base-

ment of the Colonial Apartments on

Main Street, and some space that may

be available at the Unitarian

Universalist Church on Cherry Street.

The Vermont Scroller

Offering Wooden Puzzles, Baskets, Childrens Puzzles,

Personalized Puzzles, Stand Up Animal Puzzles, Jump A Peg

Games, Silhouettes, Moose Shape items, decorative wooden

spoons with moose heads, Vermont Shapes and more...

Specialty Gifts in time for Christmas

Visit our online store at:

www.vermontscroller.com

The Vermont Scroll Company

Po Box 29

St. Johnsbury VT 05863 

(802) 535-8370 or info@vermontscroller.com

MERRY CHRISTMAS
to All

from All of Us at Goodfellas
Serving Good Food with Good Friends

HappyHolidays!

BY TONY SMITH

E
arly-season ice can be very

productive for a variety of

species. It can also be very dan-

gerous to walk on. One must

take extra precaution in newly

formed ice as it is the most

unpredictable. I usually get on

the ice mid to late December,

depending on the year.  Since

trout season in Vermont doesn't

officially start until the third

Saturday in January, I like to

focus on yellow perch, walleye,

pickerel, pike and rainbow

smelt. You must check the regu-

lations before heading out to

make sure the body of water you

choose is allowed to be fished

for these species before the start

of trout season. Many lakes are

closed to fishing of any kind

before the third Saturday in

January, even if they have those

species mentioned above. 

Great early season places

include Lake Memphremagog,

Island Pond, Joes Pond, and a

few others. Each body of water

has their own unique secret

spots and special techniques that

may differ from other bodies of

water. Yellow Perch and

Walleye can be found in very

similar locations as they are

closely related. While jigging

for these species with a small

fish pole (jig stick) can be most

productive, fishing with tip-ups

and live bait can be equally pro-

ductive. I like to fish in 10 to15

feet of water with a small min-

now set about a foot off the bot-

tom. For rainbow smelt I like to

be in a little shallower (8 to 12

feet) and use only a jig stick

with a baited hook.  

If you don't have the

patience or just plain don't like

the cold, maybe hiking, snow-

shoeing or cross country skiing

is your winter hobby of choice.

There are thousands of acres of

state land right in your back

yard. Groton, Willoughby, and

Victory State Forest and

Wildlife Management Area are

just a few of the closer parcel's

that come to mind. Some of

these parcels offer excellent

panoramic views and wildlife

viewing of all kinds.  

Victory is a great place to

look for rare birds like the

recently introduced spruce

grouse, the gray jay and boreal

chickadee. The bog trail at

Damon's crossing is probably

your best bet to see some of

these species. It is also very wet

so bring your rubber boots from

spring to fall, but in the winter

the trail should be frozen enough

to travel on. 

Willoughby State Forest

offers some of the best views in

the state. There are many trails

that meander their way through

the woods to the tops of moun-

tains with spectacular views of

Willoughby Lake and the sur-

rounding northeast kingdom.

The Pisgah trail is perhaps the

most famous trail with, in my

opinion, the best reward for the

climb. 

Groton is the largest of state

forests in our district and offers

many hiking trails and camp

sites for all levels of hikers and

campers. The following maps

provided give detailed locations

of the various activities permit-

ted on each tract of land. If you

would like a personal copy that

is easier to read, send me an

email of the parcel you want. If

you would like more details

such as trail conditions or

updates then you need to email

Jeremy Goetz at

jeremy.goetz@state.vt.us

When things are slow

My story this week as you

may have guessed happened on

the ice. You must keep in mind

that while ice fishing, they are

only two rules that one must fol-

low. 

1) make sure that you have

plenty of refreshments of the

adult variety as the fishing can

occasionally be slow.

2) Unless fishing alone,

never fall asleep on the ice!

Last year, I was out with

some friends and relatives on

Willoughby Lake. It was a slow

fishing day, but the company

was good and the food was bet-

ter. One of my relatives made

the mistake of falling asleep in

his truck. While he was sleep-

ing, we went over to one of his

tip-ups, which happened to be

one he had caught a large lake

trout on earlier, and pulled it out

of the water. I had an empty

spool that I switched with his

full spool, and then we put it

back into the hole. We set the

flag up and went back to the

vehicles making sure we walked

back in our tracks so that we

didn't give ourselves away. Now

my uncle, I mean "relative" was

still sound asleep when we got

back so we of course woke him

up and told him he had a flag up. 

We all decided to go with

him while he checked it, and of

course, we were making com-

ments the whole way out like:

"Rick, (I mean "uncle") this has

been up for awhile, I hope you

don't run out of line." Or, "Rick,

you know big ones bite in the

afternoon like this." 

We finally get to the hole and

Rick looked down and

expressed his surprise colorful-

ly. "Where is all my line?" he

said, pulling out his tip-up and

just staring at it for several sec-

onds. We are all looking at one

another trying not to laugh, but

also giving Rick a hard time

about his knot, or line strength,

etc. He just grabbed the tip-up

and headed back to the truck

swearing the whole way. The

rest of the day we gave him grief

about his knot. "Guys," he said.

"I know that knot was good.

That's never happened to me

before."

After he decided to sooth

himself with the help of Rule #1,

I switched the spool back with

his line on it and put it back into

his bucket. After awhile I said, "

Rick, why don't you pull that

tip-up out and look at it to see

what exactly went wrong." He

did, and the look on his face was

just as surprising as when he

looked in that hole and saw all

his line gone! It had now myste-

riously come back. We all

laughed for hours after we

dodged empty cans for the next

several seconds.

Next month is up in the air as

far as topics, so I hope to get

some emails. I will talk about

the start of trout season and

some winter tracking tech-

niques. Have a great month and

try to keep warm.

Early Season ice fishing

and how to pass the time

Outdoor Adventures
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Our Health Centers May Be Able to Help

Our offices offer discounts on many of the most common prescription drugs. This discount

is available to all our patients. In addition, for those with limited incomes, we apply an addi-

tional discount if you qualify for our sliding fee program. For more information, call for an

appointment.

Concord Health Center (802) 695-2512

Sarah Berrian, MD (Pediatric, Adult and Obstetrical Care)

Susan Taney, Nurse Practitioner (Adult Care)

Jeniane L. Daniels, Physician Assistant-Certified

Danville Health Center (802) 684-2275

Tim Tanner, MD (Pediatric and Adult Care)

Sharon Fine, MD (Pediatric and Adult Care)

Mariel Hess, Nurse Practitioner (Pediatric and Adult Care)

Jeniane L. Daniels, Physician Assistant-certified

Caledonia Internal Medicine (802) 748-5174

Frank Meierdiercks, MD (Internal Medicine)

Thomas Ziobrowski, MD (Internal Medicine)

Claudia Lee, MD (Internal Medicine)

Elaine Robinson, Nurse Practitioner

Betsy Fowler, Behavioral Health Counseling

St. Johnsbury Family Health Center (802) 748-5041

Dana Kraus, MD (Family Medicine and Obstetrical Care)

John Ajamie, MD (Family Medicine)

Cathleen Besch, Nurse Practitioner

Carey Brodzinski, Nurse Practitioner

Diane E. Matthews, Nurse Practitioner (Adult Care)

Betsy Fowler, Behavioral Health Counseling

These Health Centers are units of 

Northern Counties Health Care, Inc. -  established in 1976 

to bring health services to those in need in the Northeast Kingdom.

AArree  YYoouu  HHaavviinngg  TTrroouubbllee  AAffffoorrddiinngg  

tthhee  PPrreessccrriippttiioonn  DDrruuggss  YYoouu  NNeeeedd??

MMaayy  yyoouurr  hhoommee  bbee  ffiilllleedd  wwiitthh  wwaarrmmtthh

aanndd  hhaappppiinneessss  dduurriinngg  tthhee  hhoolliiddaayyss..

604 Lapierre Drive (Off  I-91 Exit 22)

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819                                               (802) 748-5321

� � � � �
George C. Mudge, Jr.

Certified Collision Repair Center

Mayo’s
Paint Dept.

Happy 

Holidays!

OPEN 

7 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri.

8 a.m.-Noon Sat.

802 Railroad Street

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

(802) 748-8826

WESTERN AVENUE STATION

“your friendly full service station”

Specializing in

� Exhaust systems

� Brakes

“See Dan

the Muffler Man”

Danny Lapierre,

Mechanic

13 Western Ave. � St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 � (802) 748-2339

HISTORY CORNER

FFRROOMM  LLAASSTT MMOONNTTHH:: LLuucciillllee  JJoonneess  OOaakkss  wwaass  aabbllee  ttoo  iiddeennttiiffyy  tthhee

ffaacceess  iinn  tthhiiss  pphhoottoo  ffrroomm  tthhee  CCeenntteerr  SScchhooooll  iinn  tthhee  11994400ss..  BBaacckk  rrooww,,

ffrroomm  lleefftt  ttoo  rriigghhtt,,  AAlliiccee  MMccDDoonnaalldd  HHaaffnneerr,,  AArrcchhiiee  HHuugghheess,,  BBiillllyy  CCaarrrr

PPeerrkkiinnss,,  DDaanniieell  JJoonneess,,  BBeettttyy  CCaarrrr  CCaallkkiinnss,,  EErrmmaa  GGaaddaappeeee  BBaakkeerr,,

DDoorrootthhyy  PPaaggee..  FFrroonntt  rrooww,,  ffrroomm  lleefftt  ttoo  rriigghhtt,,  CChhaarrlleess  PPiillllssbbuurryy,,  EEsstthheerr

GGaaddaappeeee  SStteevveennssoonn,,  CChhaarrlloottttee  PPiillllssbbuurryy  SSmmiitthh,,  MMaayybbeellllee  PPiillllssbbuurryy

BBaarrnneetttt,,  NNeeiill  HHuugghheess,,  RRoobbeerrtt  MMoooorree,,  EElllleenn  GGaaddaappeeee  RReemmiicckk,,

LLuucciillllee  JJoonneess  OOaakkss,,  VViirrggiinniiaa  HHuugghheess  aanndd  EElliizzaabbeetthh  SStteeaaddyy

((tteeaacchheerr))..

EDITOR’S NOTE: This past winter, local author Reeve

Lindbergh held a 10-week writing workshop at the Good Living

Senior Center in the St. Johnsbury House. Susan Shaw, director of

the senior center programs, and Lisa von Kann, library director at

the St. Johnsbury Athenaeum, were interested in various writing

workshop ideas. The workshop, dubbed “Then & Now,” met every

week for an hour and a half at the senior center. Rosalie Vear, author

of ‘Local Depression’ was a particiapnt in the workshop. During the

time of this story, Vear was living on a dirt road called Meadow Street in

Littleton, N.H. Her family moved from Littleton to St. Johnsbury in 1939

after father took St. Johnsbury Trucking job. In her youth, she often walked

to the St. Rose of Lima Catholic School (now Daisy Bronson Middle

School).

Then & Now

Local Depression

BY ROSALIE VEAR

B
eing poor in the 1930s was dif-

ferent than being poor now.

The Great Depression was part of

our lives and we were all in it

together. Everyone wore clothes

that were tattered or mended,

though I was usually lucky enough

to have a new dress to start each

school year with thanks to my

mother's creative sewing skills. She

could turn an old hand-me-down

into something special and she

often made us dresses from the

printed cotton bags that flour used

to come in. Sooner or later, we all

wore shoes with a piece of card-

board cut to fit inside, covering a

hole in the sole. Then there was the

hard rubber soles, sold with a small

Danville Fair ca. 1938

QQUUEESSTTIIOONN:: CCaann  aannyyoonnee

iiddeennttiiffyy  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  iinn

tthhiiss  pphhoottoo??  TThhee  aabboovvee

pphhoottoo  wwaass  ttaakkeenn  dduurriinngg

tthhee  DDaannvviillllee  FFaaiirr  aarroouunndd

11993388..  GGiivvee  tthhee  NNoorrtthh

SSttaarr  MMoonntthhllyy  aa  ccaallll  aatt

((880022))  668844--11005566..  DDoonn’’tt

ffoorrggeett  ttoo  ddiigg  oouutt  yyoouurr  oolldd

pphhoottooss  aanndd  ssuubbmmiitt  tthheemm

ttoo  tthhee  NNoorrtthh  SSttaarr!!

tube of rubber cement, that were

glued to the bottom of our shoes to

make them last longer. These

invariably came loose after a while

but some of us enjoyed wearing

floppy soles, which made an inter-

esting sound, especially when we

ran.

There was a girl in our class

who wore pretty, new clothes and

was even driven to school occa-

sionally, by her mother, in a shiny

car. We didn't hold it against her, as

her family owned the local shoe

factory and it certainly wasn't her

fault. Some people were different

and we accepted that. In our class

of 22, we had Teedy, the rich girl,

Agnes, the mentally challenged

girl, Rita, the pretty girl, Charlie,

the boy who had been held back a

year, and Earl, the spoiled only

child, who had a penny for candy

every single day. We all co-existed.

I do admit, however, that I resented

that boy who never shared his

sweets with anyone.

Charlie, the boy who had been

held hack, humiliated me once in

the second grade when he could

read a word that I had mispro-
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Unique, spiritually comforting gifts for 

your loved ones. Exquisite jewelry, crystals, 

minerals, herbal and aromatherapy 

products and more ...

TTuueessddaayy--FFrriiddaayy  1111--66  aanndd  SSaattuurrddaayy    1111--44

Janet A. Rymarski  (802) 472-6155

35 South Main Street, Hardwick

Stock Up for All Your Holiday Needs

� Local Produce  � Baked Goods

� Local & Fair Trade Gift Items

Take a break from shopping in our Co-op Cafe.

Shop Local, Buy Local

BBuuffffaalloo  MMoouunnttaaiinn  FFoooodd  CCoo--oopp,,  MMaaiinn  SSttrreeeett,,  HHaarrddwwiicckk

(802) 472-6020       www.buffalomountaincoop.org

SSttoorree  HHoouurrss::  

Mon - Fri 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Sat 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Sun 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Closed December 25

HHoolliiddaayy  OOppeenn  HHoouussee
Sunday, December 7

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Decking the Halls for 36 Years

Come Celebrate with Us!

Discounts � Prizes � Good Cheer

Flowers, Plants, Gifts, Balloons, 

Yankee Candles and other magical things...

The Flower Basket

156 Daniels Road, Hardwick, VT

802) 472-3397        www.theflowerbasket.biz

Danville

Congregational

Church

United Church of Christ

An Open and Affirming Congregation

Rev. Douglas Carter

Pastor

Please Join Us

for Worship 

& Sunday School

at 10 a.m.

Bring your family.

(802) 684-2176  

nounced. I prided myself on my

reading ability and I still chafe

when I see the word 'island' in print.

Charlie must have known how

much he caused me to suffer

because, later in the year, he pro-

posed to me. I really didn't like him

very much but he offered me a

beautiful flowered silky handker-

chief if I would marry him. I covet-

ed that silky piece of cloth so I

walked across the schoolyard with

him during lunch hour to see the

priest, a kindly old man who

advised us to wait a while. I never

saw the handkerchief again and

assume that it must have belonged

to his mother. When Charlie grew

up, he became a missionary priest

and I would like to think that it was

because I broke his heart in the sec-

ond grade.

Our family didn't have much

but we were never hungry. We

always had vegetables and berries,

either fresh or canned. We always

had milk, baked goods and bread,

but not much protein. I knew peo-

ple who didn't fare as well. Our

neighbors had been plagued with

health issues and were struggling

with hospital and doctor bills in a

time before health insurance.

Two or three times a week I

walked to the grocery store with

my friend to buy a pound of

baloney, sliced very thin. As we

walked home we always stopped

behind the same wall, where she

carefully untied the string,

unwrapped the brown butcher

paper and removed one very thin

slice of baloney which she quickly

ate, before neatly rewrapping the

package and tying the string. Was

she stealing? 

I never thought she was. 

This was to be supper for a

family of seven and there might not

be enough to go around. My friend

was hungry in the true sense of the

word, and she was hungry every

day. Many people were.

The Depression was caused in

large part by the crash of the stock

market on 'Black Thursday," Oct.

24, 1929, but I recently did a little

research and found that there were

several other contributing factors,

such as years of erosion and

drought in the Midwest causing

farmers to lose their farms. There

were no social programs in place at

that time. Herbert Hoover had been

elected president in 1928 largely by

denouncing help for the poor and

needy. In 1932, 25,000 World War I

veterans marched to the White

House to request early payment of

promised bonuses and Hoover's

response was to tear gas them.

By 1933, unemployment had

risen from 3 percent to 25 percent

and support swelled for Franklin D.

Roosevelt with his promise of a

"new deal." As president, he trans-

formed the role of government for-

ever by creating 42 new agencies,

including Social Security and the

Federal Deposit Insurance

Corporation.

In 1936, he established the

Works Progress Association

(WPA), which employed millions

of people building roads and

bridges, but the extent of the

depression was so great that unem-

ployment remained in the double

digits until 1941 when World War

II created defense jobs

Like the rest of the country, our

family was hard hit and going far-

ther and farther into debt. My

father was an automobile mechan-

ic at a time when people could no

longer afford to have cars. He

found odd jobs wherever he could.

One cold wintry day after a snow-

storm, as I walked home from

school, I saw him shoveling the

streets with some other unem-

ployed men. I remember feeling a

sense of pride and a sense of great

sadness. Even then I knew that

something had to change. 

And change it did.

In 1939, my father was hired by

St. Johnsbury Trucking Co. and

would be earning a regular salary. I

should have been jubilant but

instead I was devastated. St.

Johnsbury was less than 20 miles

away but it might as well have been

across the ocean. People didn't trav-

el. I would be leaving behind my

friends and my beloved cousins. I

would be leaving behind the class-

mates I had started school with

eight years earlier. I was the

smartest girl in my class, and I was

popular with everybody. Even Earl

was sharing his penny candy with

me. 

I knew that my life would never

be the same. 

And it never was.
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EAST BURKE SPORTS
from skis to snowshoes to bikes and boats

Rt. 114 East Burke, VT • 802-626-3215
www.eastburkesports.com skibike@charterinternet.com

Open

7
Days

new this season
women’s

SMARTWOOL
clothing

ROME
snowboards

LINE skis

special $$2200..0000  
ski & snowboard
tune-ups ends 12/15/08

$30 with
binding 
adjustment

SSTTOORREEWWIIDDEE  SSAALLEE
Get your Christmas 
shopping done at 
end-of-season pricing!
layaway ‘til xmas

SEASON RENTALS
adult ski pkg .................$170
jr ski pkg....................... $130
jr snowboard pkg .........$170
jr snow board pkg. buy it for $299!

DDDAAAIIILLLYYY   RRREEENNNTTTAAALLLSSS   AAALLLSSSOOO   AAAVVVAAAIIILLLAAABBBLLLEEE

Christmas Revels in Hanover

for an early solstice celebration.

It'll be a treat to be in the audi-

ence for a change as we experi-

ence a lull between our storm of

local holiday performances.

Dec. 17, 2007 

Our promised nor'easter

blew in all day yesterday, dump-

ing at least another foot of

snow. Fortunately it was a light,

fluffy 12 inches. The wind con-

tinued throughout today which

made our second chore of clear-

ing more difficult to accom-

plish. A coating of ice had added

some weight to the snow, mak-

ing it harder to move as well.

The over zealous snowplow had

left a thick, compacted wall of

sand, ice and snow across both

drives. I guess the town's new

fangled plow doesn't allow the

driver to lift the blade at the

driveway the way he used to.

Oh well, at least the roads are

well maintained. In deference to

the storm, our Pumpkin Hill

concert was rescheduled for

today. Yesterday was no day to

be out. We'll see how we fare

tonight. Single digit temps

make it harder to remain out-

doors for long, especially with

gusting winds.

Dec. 20, 2007 

More snow today after a 2

day hiatus from shoveling and

snow blowing. We got our exer-

cise just opening our snowshoe

loop through the back woods.

The straight end of my ski pole

measured down 25 inches

through the snow but the snow-

shoes packed down at more like

9  or 10 inches. Jeff and I took

turns breaking trail. Next time

we'll venture across the brook

and reopen the path to the log-

ging road. Meanwhile we'll

need to circle through the

woods a few more times to keep

that path open.

Dec. 22, 2007 

Winter officially arrived in

the wee hours this morning.

We've passed the shortest day

and are creeping towards

increased daylight. A nearly full

moon, reflecting off the snow

kept the longest night from

being too dismally dark. Trees

are still heavily laden with

thick, fluffy snow. A bit of frost

coating is keeping the wind

from stripping the branches.

Osier shrubs and apple trees are

adorned with small clumps of

white snow blossoms. We took

a drive after recycling to give

Jeff a chance to capture a bit of

this winter beauty on camera.

Dec. 24, 2007  

We had a brief visit from the

sun this morning and hopefully

will see more on and off as the

day progresses. It's a seasonable

25° after a high of 46° at 10:46

last night. Heavy rain and gust-

ing winds melted off at least a

foot of snow and did an excel-

lent job of freeing up the snow

laden bushes. It also loosened

up the roof snow and brought

that roaring down, effectively

damming up the garage door.

We chopped and chiseled and

pushed the snow thrower

whirring and whining through

the mini-glacier until the drive

was once again cleared. We

have a new visitor at the bird

feeder. A chunky little mole is

feasting on the suet and seeds

dropped by the birds. He seems

awfully exposed, being dark

gray against the white but evi-

dently the food is worth the risk

of being sited by some hungry

predator. A fresh powder covers

the ground. I'm not sure how

iced up it is underneath but

hopefully it won't be too bad.

Dec. 31, 2007  

We're ending 2007 with

snow, snow and more snow;

record snowfall for the month

of December. Winter sports

enthusiasts are in heaven. We're

getting plenty of exercise

behind the snow blower and

shovel with a break in between

cleanups for an energetic walk

on the snowshoes. It's a con-

stant battle trying to keep the

trails packed down and visible.

Several times we've left home

with a cleared driveway and

returned to one blocked by a

solid mound of roof snow.

Winter has definitely arrived.

Along with the wintery weather,

a flock of 50 or so redpolls have

swarmed down to the feeder,

swooping and diving in a beau-

tifully choreographed and sur-

prisingly well-sychronized aeri-

al ballet. Our small feeder does-

n't even begin to offer sufficient

perches so most of the birds

wait on the ground as the

perched ones drop seeds in their

feeding frenzy. All 3 trees near

the feeder plus the electrical

wires are covered in redpolls.

One more performance at "First

Night" and then we're done for

2007. Happy New Year!      

(To view an extended ver-

sion of this month's Journal

with additional photos, go to

www.jeffgoldgraphics.com and

click on "The View from

Vermont")

Continued from Page 34
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Proudly Serving Vermont 
Communities Since 1851

Neighbor Helping Neighbor

Community Spirit
A successful community is one that 

cares for its people.  Everyone contributes 
to the growth and prosperity of their 
community, and individuals that look 

out for each other become the 
strength and structure 

of our future.  

DERBY • BARRE • BARTON • DERBY LINE • ENOSBURG FALLS • ISLAND POND • LYNDONVILLE • MONTPELIER • MORRISVILLE • NEWPORT • ST. JOHNSBURY •  TROY

Caring for Each Other
In an eff ort to care for our neighbors, Community National Bank 
will be collecting food items again this year that can be dropped 
off  to any CNB lobby.  All donations will remain right here in 
the community, helping our neighbors.  For more information, 
visit your local CNB offi  ce today or go online to:  
www.communitynationalbank.com.

“The Hobbit.” This fantasy

adventure story, first published

in 1937 by British author J.R.R.

Tolkien, introduces the Middle

Earth characters that later take

part in The Lord of The Rings

trilogy. Two years in the mak-

ing, this adaptation of the

Hobbit is puppeteers Dan

Baginski and Barbara Paulson’s

most ambitious production to

date. A wandering wizard,

accompanied by a band of

dwarves, draws hobbit Bilbo

Baggins into a quest for treas-

ure where faces grave dangers,

both known and mysterious. 

Randolph-based No Strings

Marionette Company have been

touring nationally for twelve

years, dazzling children and

adults with their marionette

magic – a seamless blend of

music, movement, and master-

ful marionette manipulation.

The puppets range in style

from marionettes to body

beings to interactive scenic

pieces, which audiences see

how the puppets are brought to

life, since the puppeteers do not

hide themselves. 

Many favorites of former

First Nights are also scheduled

to appear. Bands of various

genres include rock-a-billy

with Mike Fortier and the

Burke Mountain Bandits, tradi-

tional music by Not the Best,

blues by the Nobby Reed

Project, jazz by Ben

Schwendener, the Academy

Jazz Band, and the Maple Leaf

7, swing by Big Band 2008,

rock by Cobalt Blue and

Catamaran. On solo instru-

ments are pianists Pina

Antonelli (classical) and Cody

Michaels (contemporary) and

harpist Bill Tobin. Singer-song-

writers and cover artists

expanding the range of musical

offerings include Bobbi and

Me, Josh Huntsberry, James

Bentley, Masceo, Zach Ummer,

Windrose, Academy Hilltones,

the Bob Amos Band, the

Donahue Family Singers, and

the Moore Family. Shows by

Kingdom County Comic

Theater, Ted Lawrence’s Mini-

Circus, Marko the Magician

and Master Hypnotist, and the

Fairbanks Museum’s

Planetarium fill the evening

until poi fire artists entertain the

crowd before the fireworks

finale. 

The complete schedule for

First Night St. Johnsbury is

posted on the web at www.first-

nightstj.com.

A First Night button gets

people into any and all shows.

The pre-New Year’s Eve price

is $10, which, organizers note;

one could expect to pay for any

single show. The price for

adults jumps to $15 on

December 31, but the student

price remains at $10. And pre-

schoolers never need a button. 

First Night 2009 buttons are

on sale in Danville at Marty’s

1st Stop. Most area bank

branches throughout the

Northeast Kingdom and a num-

ber of St. Johnsbury businesses

also sell them. Special blinking

sponsor buttons are available

for $28 at 748-4734. 

First Night volunteers who

offer to work a shift checking

buttons, etc. on New Year’s Eve

can get free buttons. To volun-

teer go to First Night website.

Continued from Page 27

Pope Library

Monday & Friday

10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Wednesday 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Saturday 9 a.m. - Noon.

Peacham Library

Monday, Wednesday,

Friday and Saturday

10 a.m. - Noon

Tuesday and Thursday

1 - 7 p.m.



BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Business Identification at a Reasonable Price   $75.00/ year   Price Includes Free Subscription

AAccccoouunnttaannttss

KKeennnneetthh  MM..  BBiiaatthhrrooww,,  CCPPAA  

Tax preparation services -Personal, business, estate.

Accounting services, financial statements review and

compilation. P.O. Box 528, 364 Railroad St.,  St.

Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-2200. 

MMccCCoorrmmiicckk  &&  CCoommppaannyy  PP..CC..

Dwight E. Lakey, CPA; Robin C. Gauthier, CPA. 1360

Main Street, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819-2285. (802)

748-4914. (800) 516-CPAS. 

AA..MM..  PPeeiisscchh  &&  CCoommppaannyy  LLLLCC

A five-office Vermont based accounting firm special-

izing in individual and business tax services, finan-

cial and retirement planning, accounting, auditing

and estate planning. We provide technology services

including network security, operational reviews and

accounting support. 1020 Memorial Drive, St.

Johnsbury, VT. 05819. (802) 748-5654.

AAnnttiiqquueess

AAnnttiiqquueess  &&  EEmmppoorriiuumm

Antiques, glassware, furniture, clocks, paintings &

prints, collectibles, jewelry, handmade rugs, and

much more. Always buying. Open Daily: 10 a.m. - 5

p.m. Closed Tuesdays. 182 South Wheelock Road,

Lyndonville, VT 05851. (802) 626-3500. 

RRTTDD  AAnnttiiqquueess  &&  CCoolllleeccttiibblleess

Multi-dealer shop. Glassware, costume jewelry,

kitchenware, paper items, linens, silver-plated items,

Native American items, skookums, sterling silver jew-

elry, tools, used & vintage furniture, primitive & coun-

try decor, much more. Open Wed.-Sat. 10-5. Sun. 11-

4. Mon. by chance. Always buying. 37 Depot Street,

Lyndonville, VT 05851. (802) 626-3465

SSaarraannaacc  SSttrreeeett  AAnnttiiqquueess

We feature a very large selection of fine antique fur-

niture. Also quality area dealers specializing in primi-

tives, White Mountain art, tools, country pieces and

exceptional glass and china. Consider us a “must

see” on your antiquing list.  Open every day at 10

a.m. for your shopping convenience. 111 Saranac

Street, Littleton, NH 03561. (603) 444-4888.

AApppplliiaannccee  RReeppaaiirr

LLeewwiiss  AApppplliiaannccee

Factory Authorized Service and Repair for Maytag,

JennAir, Asko,  Bosch and Frigidaire. Wayne Lewis,

Waterford, VT. (802) 748-6561.

AArrttiisstt  SSttuuddiiooss

DDyynnaammiittee  CCllaayy  SSttuuddiioo

Calling all potters: Located on US 2 in Plainfield, we

are offering throwing and handbuilding classes. All

ages and levels welcome. Call Katie (802) 454-9947

for class dates and times. Also available is rental

space, which includes 24-hour access and use of

tools. Come in and play. 16 Main Street, US 2,

Plainfield, VT.

AAttttoorrnneeyyss

LLaaww  OOffffiiccee  ooff  CChhaarrlleess  DD..  HHiicckkeeyy,,  PPLLCC

General Practice of Law. 69 Winter St., PO Box 127,

St. Johnsbury, VT  05819-0127. (802) 748-3919.

LLaaww  OOffffiicceess  ooff  JJaayy  CC..  AAbbrraammssoonn

Estate Planning, Long-Term Care Planning, Wills,

Trusts, Real Estate. Certified Elder Law Attorney.

1107 Main Street, Suite 101, St. Johnsbury, VT

05819. (802) 748-6200.

LLaaww  OOffffiiccee  ooff  DDeebboorraahh  TT..  BBuucckknnaamm,,  PPCC

Full service litigation firm. 1097 Main St., PO Box

310, St. Johnsbury, VT  05819. (802) 748-5525.

CCllaarrkkee  DD..  AAttwweellll,,  EEssqq..

Small business, Zoning, Cottage law, Residential and

Commercial Real Estate, Property Law, rights of way,

Estate Planning and Trusts, Probate Estate

Administration, Elder Law, Guardianships, etc. 364

Railroad St., St. Johsbury, VT. (802) 748-5338 or

clarke@neklaw.net.

AAuuccttiioonneeeerrss

EEaattoonn  AAuuccttiioonn  SSeerrvviiccee

Specializing in Antiques, Collectibles and Estate

Sales. Personal and knowledgeable service. From

one item to a whole household. Auctioneers: Chuck

Eaton and Delsie Hoyt (802) 333-9717. Fairlee, VT

05045. www.eatonauctionservice.com

AAuuttoobbooddyy  RReeppaaiirr

FFiivvee  SSttaarr  AAuuttoobbooddyy

Certified collision repair center; Complete autobody

repairs from glass to frame. George & Suzanne

Mudge. Located off I-91, Exit 22, 604 Lapierre Drive,

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-5321.

AAuuttoommoobbiillee  RReeppaaiirr

BBuurrkkee  VViieeww  GGaarraaggee,,  IInncc..

Larry Lefaivre, Owner. Domestic & Import Repair;

Brakes, Exhaust, Tune-Ups. State Inspection

Station.We Do It All. Tire Sales also. M-F 8:00 a.m. -

5:00 p.m.. RT 114, Lyndonville, VT 05851. (802)

626-3282.

MMaarrkk’’ss  AAuuttoommoottiivvee

Foreign and domestic repairs. Cooper, Hankook and

Remington tires. Brakes, exhaust, oil change, VT

State inspection, computer wheel balancing and

computer diagnostics. ASE certified. Mark Jefferson,

West Barnet Road, Barnet Center, VT. (802) 633-

3863.

MMuurrrraayy  TTrraannssppoorrtt

Auto & light truck repair, oil changes, exhaust,

brakes, tire sales, mounting and spin balancing.

North Danville Rd. (802) 684-9820.

AAuuttoommoobbiillee  SSaalleess

MMoouunnttaaiinn  VViieeww  AAuuttoo  SSaalleess  &&  SSeerrvviiccee

Good used cars & trucks for sale, trade-ins welcome.

Complete service shop and body shop. Vermont

Inspections. 24-hour towing. 376 Broad Street,

Lyndonville, VT (802) 626-4276 or (802) 626-9251.

BBaannkkss

PPaassssuummppssiicc  SSaavviinnggss  BBaannkk

Your Partner in Financial Success. 53 Route 2 West,

Danville, VT 05828. (802) 684-8100. Other offices

located in: Vermont: St. Johnsbury, Lyndonville,

Island Pond, Newport, New Hampshire: Littleton,

Lancaster, and Groveton. Member FDIC. www.pas-

sumpsicbank.com

BBeedd  &&  BBrreeaakkffaasstt

EEssttaabbrrooookk  HHoouussee  BB&&BB

A comfortable stay in an historic Victorian home

located within walking distance of St. Johnsbury’s

museums, restaurants and Academy. Spend a few

more days in St. J. Enjoy local art, entertainment and

shopping. Take advantage of the year round outdoor

activities and adventures offered by this region of

the country. 1596 Main Street, St. Johnsbury, VT

05819. www.EstabrookHouse.com

BBooookkss

LLyyddeerrss  FFiinnee  BBooookkss

Buying and selling 19th and 20th century first edi-

tions in fine condition. rlyders@fairpoint.net (802)

592-3086. Josette & Richard Lyders, P.O. Box 250,

Peacham, VT 05862.

SSeeccoonnddhhaanndd  PPrroossee

Purveyor of quality used books. Operated by Friends

of the St. Johnsbury Athenaeum. Open: Tues., Thurs.

and Sat. 10-2, Wed. 1-5 and Fri. 10-4, 1222 Main

Street, St. Johnsbury, VT  05819.

BBrriicckkllaayyeerr

CC..TT..  CCuusshhmmaann  MMaassoonnrryy

Chimneys, Fireplaces, Patios, Stonewalls, Slate &

Flagstone Walkways, Steps, Chimney and Foundation

Repairs, Brick & Stone Veneer. 35 Years Experience.

Chimney Cleaning. (802) 748-2221.

CCaabbiinneettrryy

CCaalleennddaarr  BBrrooookk  CCaabbiinneettrryy

Since 1979 – Custom Kitchen Cabinetry, Bathroom

Vanities, Entertainment Centers, Tables, Doors,

Architectural Millwork and Mouldings, Hardwoods

and Hardwood Plywoods, Hardwood Flooring, Stone

and Solid Surface and Laminate Tops.  David

Patoine, Master Craftsman. 4863 Memorial Drive,

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-5658.

CCaabbiinnss  &&  CCaammppggrroouunnddss

HHaarrvveeyy’’ss  LLaakkee  CCaabbiinnss  aanndd  CCaammppggrroouunndd  

May 15-Oct 15. Lakefront furnished cabins set in

wooded private 53-site campground. Large private

campsites with WES suitable for tents popups, RV’s.

Group Area,  Refurbished Recreation Hall, Reunions,

Retreats and Receptions. Boats, Kayaks and Bicycle

Rentals. 190 Campers Lane, West Barnet, VT

05821. (802) 633-2213.

www.harveyslakecabins.com

CCoommppuutteerrss

NNoorrtthheeaasstt  CCoommppuutteerr  SSyysstteemmss

Home & Business Computer Systems. Networking,

Hardware, Service, Support and Software. 37 Depot

Street, PO Box 1059, Lyndonville,  VT 05851. (802)

626-1050. FAX (802) 626-5012. www.necomp.com

PPaarraallllaaxx  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  SSeerrvviicceess,,  IInncc..

MS Access & database design; Excel programming;

MS Office training/ automation; Quantitative analysis

graphic design for Illustrator graphic designers;

Computer presentation and public speaking skills

training.  Data conversions, implementations, statisti-

cal analysis, forecasting and other individual and

business services.  Contact Dan Zucker, Danville, VT.

www.parallaxman.com  Email: dzucker@parallax-

man.com

YYaannkkeeee  EElleeccttrroonniicc  SSoolluuttiioonnss

Est. 1989 by professionally trained master tech. Fast

and affordable in-shop or on-site PC diagnosis and

repair. Upgrades and custom built systems. 623

Concord Avenue, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802)

748-4544. yes@kingcon.com

wwyyBBaattaapp  PPeerrssoonnaall  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy  AAssssiissttaanntt

On your schedule in your home/business. (Days -

Evenings -Weekends) Desktop and Laptop

Computers - Setup, Networking,Wireless,

QuickBooks,”How To,” AntiVirus, Spyware, Data

Recovery and more… Bob Roos, Barnet VT. (802)

633-4395.  PersTech@wybatap.com

CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn

AA..CC..  TTrraaddeess

Foundation and Sill Repair. Winter Selective Cut

Logging (S.F.I. certified). Andy Cochran, PO Box 106,

Peacham VT 05862. (802) 684-9890.

AArrmmssttrroonngg  MMaassoonnrryy

Masonry Construction & Repair. Brick, Stone, Block.

Fireplaces, Chimneys, Veneer, Patios, Walkways.

Ken Armstrong. (802) 626-8495.

BBoobb’’ss  CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn

Foundations, Floors, Mobile Home slabs,

Foundations under existing homes. 23 years experi-

ence. Price stays the same from beginning of the job

to the end. ACI certified. Robert Barnes. (802) 626-

8763. 

CC&&CC  BBuunnnneellll  EExxccaavvaattiinngg

Excavation, Site Work, Septic Systems, Bulldozing,

Roads, Ponds and Trucking Sand, Topsoil, Gravel &

Stone Deliveries. Calvin Bunnell, Joe’s Brook Rd.,

Barnet, VT 05821. (802) 633-3413.

CCaallkkiinnss  RRoocckk  PPrroodduuccttss,,  IInncc..

Sale of Sand, Gravel and All Sizes of Ledge Products.

Portable Crushing.  Route 5, PO Box 82, Lyndonville,

VT 05851. (802) 626-5636.

GGiill’’ss  CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn

Foundations & Floors. New Rapid Forms. Free

Estimates. Gilman LaCourse. (802) 748-9476.

WWiilllliiaamm  GGrraavveess  BBuuiillddeerrss  

Working throughout Caledonia County for 31 years,

serving as a building and renovation contractor for

residences, barns, businesses and public facilities.

We also offer project management services. We

appreciate your calls and interest. PO Box 128, 329

Cloud Brook Road, Barnet, VT 05821. (802) 633-

2579  FAX (802) 633-4631. gravesbuild@verizon.net

KKiinnggddoomm  TTiimmbbeerr  FFrraammeess  ooff  VVeerrmmoonntt

Post & Beam Frames from the Northeast Kingdom.

Constructing new, recycled and hand-hewn timber

frames. Barn Repair. Design, Build, Complete

Projects. Owner: Darren White. 158 Evergreen Lane,

Danville, VT 05828. (802) 684-2121. (800) 866-

2124. kingdomtimberframes@yahoo.com

LLaaffeerrrriieerree  CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn,,  IInncc..

New construction, remodeling, custom work, residen-

tial & commercial. Dennis Laferriere,  525 Wightman

Rd, Danville, VT 05828.  (802) 684-3606. FAX (802)

684-3628.

MMaarrkk  GGrreeaavveess,,  BBuuiillddeerr

New construction and remodeling including Custom

Houses start to finish. 335 Red Barn Road, Danville,

VT 05828. (802) 748-9659.

RRoossss  CC..  PPaaggee  FFoouunnddaattiioonnss

Concrete foundations & slabs. Residential,

Agricultural & Commercial. Ross C. Page, 368

Thaddeus Stevens Road, Peacham, VT 05862. (802)

592-3382. FAX (802) 592-3382.

RRuugggglleess  RRooooffiinngg

Sick of Shoveling Your Roof? Our 80,000 PSI steel

offers superior strength to your home or business.

With 19 attractive colors to choose from it will

enhance your buildings while heavy snow slides off

to the ground. Fully insured. (802) 467-1189.

VVeerrmmoonntt  HHoommee  SSppeecciiaallttiieess

Vermont Log & Timber Frame builders specializing in

Real Log Homes & Timber Peg Post & Beam.

Building homes since 1987. Stop by our model Log

Home located at 1513 US RT 2, West Danville, VT.

Call (802) 684-1024.  www.vthomespecialties.com

MMiicchhaaeell  KK..  WWaallsshh  &&  SSoonn,,  BBuuiillddeerrss

Custom new construction: Houses, decks, remodel-

ing, renovations, restorations, additions, finish work,

wallpapering.  High quality workmanship for over 30

years. Solid reputation. 349 Calkins Camp Rd.,

Danville, VT 05828. (802) 684-3977.

RRoobb  KKeeaacchh  BBuuiillddeerrss

Custom commercial & residential construction. No

job too big or too small. 2300 Daniels Farm Rd.,

Waterford, VT 05819. (802) 748-5341 or (802) 283-

3627.

RReeuupphhoollsstteerryy  &&  WWiinnddooww  

TThhee  SSeewwiinngg  SSttuuddiioo

Custom Sewing for the Home & Body, Slip Covers,

Window Coverings and Upholstery. Home Decorating

Fabrics. Alterations, Custom Service and Repairs.

Also a ladies upscale resale boutique. #3-10 Eastern

Avenue, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819.

cross@wildblue.net    (802) 748-1599.

DDeennttiissttss

PPeetteerr  MM..  OOllllmmaann,,  DD..MM..DD..              

Pediatric Dentistry - since 1977.  576 Railroad St., St.

Johnsbury, VT.  A team of talented and caring pedi-

atric professionals offering: * a warm, compassion-

ate, fun environment for infants, children and teens;

* specialized early prevention for infants and tod-

dlers; * unique children’s restorative and preventive

dentistry, using our special skills and materials. We

offer white and rainbow fillings, athletic mouth-

guards, and accept most insurance and VT/NH

Medicaid programs. (802) 748-8701

SSttuuaarrtt  VV..  CCoorrssoo,,  DD..MM..DD..

General and family dentistry. 31 Mountain View

Drive, Danville, VT 05828. (802) 684-1133.

HHaawwkkiinnss  DDeennttaall  GGrroouupp

Hubert Hawkins, DDS. Complete Family Dentistry.

New patients welcome. 1350 Main Street,  St.

Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-2325. (800) 870-

4963.

DDrryy  CClleeaanniinngg

PPaallmmeerr  BBrrooss..  DDrryy  CClleeaanniinngg..

Shirt laundry, alterations, linen rentals for special

occasions. Pick-up and delivery available at Hastings

Store in West Danville. Open Man.,Tues. & Thurs. 7-

5:30, Wed & Fri. 7-6, Sat. 8-12. Eastern Ave., St.

Johnsbury, VT. (802) 748-2308.

EElleeccttrriiccaall  SSeerrvviiccee

CCGG  EElleeccttrriicc

Serving the Northeast Kingdom. Your full service

electrical contractor providing you with a certified

workforce. Commercial and Residential. Established

1995. Charlie Gilman, PO Box 195, Danville, VT

05828. cgelectric@msn.com (802) 684-9700.

MMaatttt  PPeettttiiggrreeww  EElleeccttrriicc

New homes (conventional frame, post & beam or

log) renovations or service upgrade (aerial or under-

ground). Heating system controls, generator installa-

tions and all other phases of electrical work in a pro-

fessional manner. Licensed in VT & NH. Danville, VT.

(802) 751-8201.

EElleeccrriiccaall  SSaalleess  &&  SSeerrvviiccee

BByyrrnnee  EElleeccttrroonniicc  SSeerrvviiccee  CCeenntteerr

New & Used Television, VCR and other consumer

electronic sales. Factory authorized service center for

several brands. Professional repair service on all

TV’s, VCR’s, Stereos and pro audio equipment. 159

Eastern Ave., St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-

2111.

EExxccaavvaattiioonn

AAnnddrree  EExxccaavvaattiioonn

All phases of excavation including septic systems,

site work, demolition, drainage and ponds. 25-years

experience. Free estimates. Prompt service. Call

Denis Jacques at (802) 563-2947.

CCoommppaacctt  EExxccaavvaattiioonn  SSeerrvviicceess

Including stumps, trenches, drainage, crushed stone

driveways, York raking, small building demolition,

small foundations, tree length brush removed, rock

retaining walls built, excavator (with thumb) picks up

most anything. Also trucking and trailer to 10,000

pounds and 30’ long. Matt Pettigrew, Danville, VT.

(802) 751-8201.

FFeenncciinngg

AAllll  TTyyppeess  ooff  FFeenncciinngg

Commercial, Agricultural and Residential. Chain Link,

High Tensile, Barbed Wire, Woven Wire and

Ornamental. Gordon Goss. (802) 633-2822. Cell

(802) 777-0919. Fax (802) 633-3405.

gossmaple@kingcon.com

FFiinnaanncciiaall  PPllaannnniinngg

MMyyrriicckk  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt,,  IInncc..

Professional Business Analysis & Practice. Accepting

new clients. Business start-ups. Work-outs.

Succession planning. (802) 745-1000. 190 Eastern

Avenue, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819.

FFlloooorriinngg

TThhee  CCaarrppeett  CCoonnnneeccttiioonn,,  IInncc..

The flooring specialists. All types of  floor covering

and supplies. Largest selection in the State. Sales

and installation. 199 Depot Street, Lyndonville, VT

05851. (802) 626-9026 or (800) 822-9026.

CCoouunnttrryy  FFlloooorrss        

Complete Flooring Sales & Installation. Carpeting,

Vinyl, Hardwood, Ceramic Tile, Area Rugs. Stanley H.

& Joanne C. Martin, Hollister Hill Road, Plainfield, VT

05667. (802) 454-7301.

FFlloorriissttss

AAllll  AAbboouutt  FFlloowweerrss  

All occasion florist featuring the freshest flowers and

plants in town. A fine selection of silk flowers and

customized food baskets. A unique variety of gift

items. Wedding and funeral arrangements for all

budgets. Wire service available. 10% senior discount

not applicable with other discounts. 196 Eastern

Avenue, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-5656

or (800) 499-6565.

AArrttiissttiicc  GGaarrddeennss

Florist & Greenhouse. Unique floral arrangements for

weddings and all occasions. Specializing in sympathy

arrangements for funerals, fresh flowers, gourmet

fruit baskets and balloons. FTD & Teleflora. Memorial

Drive, St. Johnsbury Center. (802) 748-5646.

TThhee  FFlloowweerr  BBaasskkeett

Flowers, plants, gifts, balloons, Yankee Candles and

other magical things. Local delivery service available.

156 Daniels Road, Hardwick, VT 05843. Mon.-Fri. 8-

5:30. Sat. 9-3. (802) 472-3397. www.theflowerbas-

ket.biz
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FFoorreessttrryy

MMccMMaatthh  FFoorreessttrryy

Complete Ecological Forestland Management

Services. David McMath, Forester, 4875 Noyestar

Road, East Hardwick, VT 05836. (802) 533-2970.

Toll Free: (866) 462-6284. www.mctree.com

EEvveerrttss  FFoorreesstt  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt

Timber Inventories & Appraisals. Timber Sales. Tax

Assistance. Forest Management Plans. NH License

No. 207. Peter Everts, 278 Cloudy Pasture Lane,

West Barnet, VT 05821. (802) 592-3088.

FFuurrnniittuurree  RReessttoorraattiioonn

CChhaaiirr  CCaarree  aanndd  KKllaappppeerrtt

FFuurrnniittuurree  RReessttoorraattiioonn

Authentic restoration of old finishes and techniques

for antique & fine furniture. Specializing in chair

repair & all seat replacement. 90 5th Avenue, St.

Johnsbury, VT.  05819-2672. (802) 748-0077.

GGllaassss  SSaalleess  &&  SSeerrvviiccee

MMaayyoo’’ss  GGllaassss  SSeerrvviiccee,,  IInncc..

Commercial, Residential, Auto, Vinyl, Fiberglass &

Aluminum Windows, Awnings & Doors. Plate Glass,

Mirrors, Insulated Glass. 744 Portland Street, St.

Johnsbury, VT. (802) 748-8895. 

HHaaiirr  CCaarree

CCoouunnttrryy  SSttyylleess  FFaammiillyy  HHaaiirr  CCaarree

Janet L. Carson. Located at the K.P. Hall on the top

of Hill Street, Danville, VT 05828.  Follow the handi-

capped accessible ramp. Home service available to

shut-ins. (802) 684-2152. 

HHeeaalltthh  CCaarree  PPrroovviiddeerrss

DDaannvviillllee  HHeeaalltthh  CCeenntteerr      

General Health Services for all ages. Open M-F.

Mariel Hess, N.P.; Tim Tanner, M.D.; and Sharon

Fine, M.D. 26 Cedar Lane, Danville, VT 05828. (802)

684-2275. (800) 489-2275 (VT).

CCoonnccoorrdd  HHeeaalltthh  CCeenntteerr

General Health Services for all ages specializing in

OB. Open M-F. Sarah Berrian, M.D.; Mary Ready,

M.D.; Susan Taney, N.P.; and Donna Ransmeier. 201

E. Main Street, Concord, VT. (802) 695-2512.

HHaarrddwwiicckk  CChhiirroopprraaccttiicc

BioGeometric Integration is gentle, effective chiro-

practic that allows your system to heal and to

become increasingly adept at correcting itself. Dr.

Grace Johnstone and Dr. Rick Eschholz. 54 School

Circle, East Hardwick, VT. (802) 472-3033.

LLiinnddaa  SSaayyeerrss,,  RReeiikkii  MMaasstteerr  

Reiki is an ancient, hands-on healing art, which sup-

ports the body’s ability to heal itself. Reiki promotes

deep relaxation and helps release physical and emo-

tional blockages.   Linda Sayers, Reiki Master

Teacher and Lightwork Practitioner. 63 Norway Road,

Greensboro Bend, VT 05842. (802) 533-2378. 

LLyynnddoonnvviillllee  FFaammiillyy  CChhiirroopprraaccttiicc

Contributing to the health of the community for over

17 years. Offering a holistic approach to healthcare

utilizing chiropractic, acupuncture, nutrition and mas-

sage therapy. Karson Clark, D.C.; Stacey Clark, D.C.

11 Hill Street, Lyndonville, VT 05851. (802) 626-

5866. 

DDaann  WWyyaanndd,,  PPTT  &&  AAssssoocciiaatteess

Rehabilitation of Sports Injuries, Orthopedics and

Neuromuscular Disorders. Sherman Dr., P.O. Box 68,

St. Johnsbury,VT 05819. (802) 748-3722/1932.

Lyndon,VT. (802) 745-1106.

TThhoouussaanndd  HHaannddss  MMaassssaaggee  TThheerraappyy

Laurajean “LJ” Stewart, Licensed Massage

Therapist, 60 Monument Circle, PO Box 129, Barnet,

VT 05821. Located at the Barnet Tradepost. (802)

633-2700.  samuraihini@hotmail.com.

HHeeaalltthh  &&  FFiittnneessss

CClluubb  aatt  OOlldd  MMiillll

Indoor tennis court, 3 racquetball courts and fitness

center with Nautilus machines, free weights and full

range of cardiovascular equipment. Group exercise

classes including Pilates and Spinning. Professional,

certified staff to help meet your fitness goals. Since

1980. Open 7 days. 49 Perkins Street, St. Johnsbury,

VT 05819. clubatoldmill.com  (802) 748-5313.

HHeeaarriinngg  SSeerrvviiccee

AArrmmssttrroonngg’’ss  

BBeetttteerr  HHeeaarriinngg  SSeerrvviiccee

STARKEY and WIDEX Custom digital hearing aids.

Batteries, accessories, all-make repairs, free hearing

consultations, free viewing of the ear canal, free

demo of the newest technology. Isabelle  Armstrong,

Sandra Day & Louise Toll; Consultants and Licensed

Hearing Aid Dispensers. 198 Eastern Ave., St.

Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-4852. (800) 838-

4327.

HHiissttoorriicc  PPrreesseerrvvaattiioonn

SS..  AA..  FFiisshhbbuurrnn,,  IInncc..

Historic preservation and design featuring wooden

sash restoration, historic plaster repair, architectural

millwork and fine custom cabinetry. (802) 684-2524.

fish@kingcon.com www.safishburn.com

IInnssuurraannccee

SSaawwyyeerr  &&  RRiittcchhiiee  AAggeennccyy

Complete insurance service for your Home, Farm,

Automobile or Business. Danville, VT 05828. (802)

684-3411. (800) 734-2203 (VT). 

BBeerrwwiicckk  AAggeennccyy,,  IInncc..

Providing insurance for home, farm, automobile and

business. Est. in 1955. Licensed in NH & VT.  Jeff

Berwick. Located at 185 Church Street, Peacham.

Mail: PO Box 272, Peacham, VT 05862. (802) 592-

3234 or (802) 592-3956.

IInnvveessttmmeennttss

IInnvveessttmmeenntt  WWaattcchh

Independent investment research, portfolio analysis

and strategy. Rachel Siegel, CFA. (802) 633-3977.

rsiegel@hughes.net

SSttaaccii  DD..  WWhhiittccoommbb,,  AAAAMMSS  

VViiccee  PPrreessiiddeenntt--IInnvveessttmmeennttss..

Wachovia Securities, LLC 218 Eastern Avenue, St

Johnsbury, VT 05819  (802) 748-3124  (800) 457-

1002. Member SIPC. 

JJeewweellrryy

OOlldd  CCooiinnss  &&  JJeewweellrryy  SShhoopp

Buying: Silver and Gold Coins, Mint Sets, Scrap Gold

and Silver, Wheat Cents, Coin Collections, Diamond

and Gold Jewelry. Selling: Collector Coins and Sport

Cards and Supplies, New and Estate Jewelry, Body

Jewelry, Magic and Pokemon and Yu-Gi-Oh Cards. 10

Eastern Avenue, St. Johnsbury, VT. (802) 748-9174.

OOnn  tthhee  HHiillll  --  KKeennnneeddyy’’ss

Full Service. Buy & Sell, New & Used. Jewelry repairs

on site. Watch repairs available. Sell or trade your old

gold and jewelry for something new. Daily 9-5.

Saturday until noon. 1244 Main Street, St. Johnsbury,

VT. (802) 748-4367 or (800) 407-4367.

LLaawwnn  CCaarree  &&  LLaannddssccaappiinngg

LLNNDD  LLaannddssccaappiinngg

Excavating - Hauling - Brush hog -  Tilling - Driveways -

Lawnmowing - Walkways - Stonewalls - Steps -

Fencing - Cleanup - Planting - Snow Plowing - Sanding

and More. Tim or Dave, Barre and Wolcott. (802)

479-0029.

PPHH  LLaawwnn  CCaarree  &&  LLaannddssccaappiinngg

Lawn mowing, seed & mulch, bush hogging, retaining

walls, shrubbery, sweeping, split-rail fence, lawn

installation, light trucking. Jeff Cleveland, 765 Mitchell

Drive, Lyndonville, VT 05851. (802) 626-0933 or

(802) 535-7069.

MMaappllee  SSyyrruupp

SSuuggaarr  RRiiddggee  FFaarrmm

Pure Maple Syrup & Maple Products.  “Vermont Seal

of Quality.” Available by mail. MC & Visa accepted.

Free brochure. Stephen & Diane Jones, 566 Stannard

Mt. Rd., Danville, VT 05828. (800) 748-0892.

RRoowweellll  SSuuggaarrhhoouussee

Visit a real sugarhouse. Open year round. See our

sugaring equipment. Maple products, gifts, country

crafts, VT shirts, woodenware, baskets, honey, sou-

venirs and more. We will ship your order. MC/

Visa/DS. Rt. 15, Walden, VT 05873. (802) 563-2756.

GGaaddaappeeee  FFaammiillyy  SSuuggaarrhhoouussee

Pure VT Maple Syrup in a variety of containers from

gallon to half pint jugs and specialty glass. Maple

cream, candy, sugar and maple jelly to order. We

have the “Vermont Seal of Quality” and we ship.  718

Calkins Camp Rd., Danville, VT 05828. (802) 684-

3323. gadmaple@together.net

BBrrooaaddvviieeww  FFaarrmm  MMaappllee

Pure VT Maple Syrup available in Grade A Fancy,

Medium Amber, Dark Amber and Grade B.  “Vermont

Seal of Quality.” Maple Cream, Maple Candy and

Maple Sugar are available. We ship via UPS or Parcel

Post. Joe Newell,  442 York Street, Lyndonville, VT

05851. (802) 626-8396. joe@newells.net

CCaabboott  HHiillllss  MMaappllee  CCeerrttiiffiieedd  OOrrggaanniicc  SSyyrruupp  

Vermont Fancy, Medium Amber, Dark Amber and

Grade B syrup.   Marcia Maynard and Family, Thistle

Hill, PO Box 68, Cabot, VT 05647. syrup@caboth-

illsmaple.com (802) 426-3463. Visa/MC. To buy our

syrup call, email, write or order online at www.caboth-

illsmaple.com

MMeeaatt

LLeewwiiss  CCrreeeekk  JJeerrsseeyyss  BBaaddggeerr  BBrrooookk  MMeeaattss

Vince Foy & Deb Yonker. Retailing Certified Organic

Angus Beef and Lamb by the Cut in any Quantity.

North Danville, VT 05828. (802) 748-8461.

DDuunnccaann’’ss  BBeeeeff

Home grown grass & grain fed beef. Sold by the cut.

Clark and Jennifer Duncan. (802) 633-3036 West

Barnet, VT.

MMuussiicc  SSttuuddiioo

VVeerrmmoonntt  SSkkyy  DDiiggiittaall  AAuuddiioo

16-Track Professional Recording Studio for Singers,

Songwriters, Students and Bands.  Advertising

Jingles; Creative Consulting and Guitar Classes.

Barnet, VT 05821.  (802) 633-2523.

OOlldd  BBaarrnnss

TThhee  BBaarrnn  PPeeooppllee

Since 1974 Vintage Vermont barns purchased, dis-

mantled, restored  & reassembled elsewhere. Great

for homes, additions, Great Rooms, studios, backyard

offices and oddly enough …barns. Ken Epworth,

2218 US RT 5 N, Windsor, VT 05089. (802) 674-

5898. barnman@sover.net

OOppttiicciiaannss

OOppttiiccaall  EExxpprreessssiioonnss

Your Family Eye-Care Center. Eye Exams, Contact

Lenses and Consultation  for Laser-Eye Surgery.

Green Mountain Mall, St. Johnsbury Center, VT (802)

748-3536 or Berlin Mall, Berlin, VT.  (802) 223-2090.

PPaaiinnttiinngg

TToomm’’ss  PPaaiinnttiinngg

Interior - Exterior - Clean, neat, dependable. quality

work for over 25 years. Call Tom Perry at (802) 563-

2576 for all your painting needs. Located at 693

Upper Harrington Road, West Danville, VT 05873.

PPeett  CCaarree

NNoorrtthh  DDaannvviillllee  PPeett  HHootteell

“It’s not just a kennel. It’s a camp.” Boarding and

grooming both cats and dogs. 1319 North Danville

Road, Danville, VT 05828. Rusty & Laurie Speicher,

proprietors. (802) 748-5810.

RReeaall  EEssttaattee

CCoollddwweellll  BBaannkkeerr  

AAllll  SSeeaassoonnss  RReeaallttyy

Brent Shafer CBR - Realtor Broker-in-Charge. 3 office

locations to serve the entire Northeast Kingdom with

18 full time salespeople. Lakefront, Residential and

Acreage. PO Box 1166, Lyndonville, VT 05851. (802)

626-4343. Allseaslyn@togeher.net

MMoorrrriillll  &&  GGuuyyeerr  AAssssoocciiaatteess

791 Broad Street, Lyndonville, VT 05851. (802) 626-

9357. Fax (802) 626-6913. realestate@homeinthek-

ingdom.com www.homeinthekingdom.com

PPeetteerr  DD..  WWaattssoonn  AAggeennccyy,,  IInncc..

Country, period and vacation homes; land and timber

tracts, farms and businesses. Free market analysis.

Greensboro: (802) 533-7077. Hardwick: (802) 472-

3338. East Burke: (802) 626-4222.   www.northern-

vtrealestate.com

CCeennttuurryy  2211  QQuuaattrriinnii  RReeaall  EEssttaattee

Susan S. Quatrini, GRI, Broker-Owner. 1111 Main

Street. St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-9543 or

(802) 748-3873.  c21qre@sover.net

DDaavviidd  AA..  LLuussssiieerr  RReeaall  EEssttaattee

Farms, Acreage, Homes and Investment Properties.

540 Main Street,  PO Box 872, Lyndonville, VT

05851.  (802) 626-9541 or (802) 626-8482.

Lussier@kingcon.com

RRoobbiinn  JJaaccoobbss,,  MMaannaaggiinngg  BBrrookkeerr  PPeeaabbooddyy

&&  SSmmiitthh  RReeaallttyy,,  IInncc..

357 Western Avenue, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819, (802)

748-4407 ext. 16. binj@peabodysmith.com or

www.peabodysmith.com

BBaarrbbaarraa  MMaacchheellll,,  RReeaallttoorr  BBeeggiinn  RReeaallttyy
AAssssoocciiaatteess      

On the Green in Danville. Long time resident of

Danville, specializing in Residential property, Vacation

homes, Land and Farms. (802) 684-1127.

bmachell@beginrealty.com

LLiibbeerrttyy  TTiittllee  &&  CClloossiinngg  CCoommppaannyy  ooff  VVTT      

Located in downtown St. Johnsbury and servicing the

Northeast Kingdom. Toll free (888)-241-6549 or

(802) 748-1300. www.libertytitleofvermont.com

RReeaall  EEssttaattee  AApppprraaiissaall

RReeyynnoollddss  RReeaall  EEssttaattee

VT Certified Appraisers, Donald Morrill and Annie

Guyer. 791 Broad Street, Lyndonville, VT 05851.

(802) 626-9357. reynolds@charterinternet.com

SScchhoooollss

TThhee  SStteevveennss  SScchhooooll

Grades 3-8. Experts in education offering rigorous,

preparatory curriculum aligned with Advanced

Placement science, English, math courses in high

school. Excellent writing program. Fully integrated

arts, music, social studies, English. Transportation

and financial aid offered.  (802) 592-3194.

www.thestevensschool.com     

SSeeppttiicc  SSeerrvviiccee

BB&&BB  SSeeppttiicc  SSeerrvviiccee

Full Septic Service and Cleaning. Residential and

Commercial. Power Rooter Line Cleaning. Camera

Line Inspection. Pressure Washing. Call Bob Briggs.

(802) 748-9858, (888) 748-9858 or (800) 870-

0428. 24-hour service.

SSeewwiinngg  aanndd  VVaaccuuuummss

NNoorrtthh  CCoouunnttrryy  VVaacc  &&  SSeeww

Home of Defender Vacuum, made locally. Wide

choice of new vacuums, uprights, canisters and back-

packs. Service, parts and supplies for most makes.

Sewing machine dealer for Bernina and Necchi. Parts

and expert service for most makes. Scissor and knife

sharpening.  442 Portland St. (next to Sherwin-

Williams Paint), St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-

9190.

SSkkii  EEqquuiippmmeenntt

PPoowweerr  PPllaayy  SSppoorrttss

Ski and Snowboard Leasing starting at $99. New and

Used Gear bought and sold. Hockey Gear, Ice Skates,

XC Skis, Downhill Skis, Snowboards and Snowshoes.

New and Used Bicycles. Ski tuning, Skate sharpening,

Bicycle Repair. Downtown Morrisville. (802) 888-

6557.

SSmmaallll  EEnnggiinnee  RReeppaaiirr

HHaarrrryy’’ss  RReeppaaiirr  SShhoopp

Snowmobiles, Snowblowers, Motorcycles,

Lawntractors, ATV’s and Rototillers. Harry Gammell,

VT RT 15, Walden, VT 05873.                   (802) 563-

2288.

TTaaxx  PPrreeppaarraattiioonn

HH&&RR  BBlloocckk

Tax, Mortgage and Financial Services. D. Neil

Stafford, master tax advisor. 443 Railroad Street,

Suite 1, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-5319.

76 Main Street, PO Box 65, Littleton, NH 03561. And

Lyndonville Branch (Jan.-Apr.) 101 Depot Street,

Lyndonville VT 05851. (802) 626-0884.

TTiirreess

BBeerrrryy  TTiirree  CCoo..,,  IInncc..

New tire sales and automotive repair. Everett Berry,

1545 Red Village Road, Lyndonville, VT 05851.  (802)

626-9326.

GGoossss  TTiirree  CCoommppaannyy  

Specializing in brakes, front-end work, exhaust and

NOKIA tires. RT 5 in St. Johnsbury and RT 5 and 100

Jct. in Morrisville, VT. (802) 748-3171. (800) 427-

3171.

AAffffoorrddaabbllee  TTiirree  aanndd  AAuuttoommoottiivvee  CCeenntteerr

Cooper, Nokian, Bridgestone, Firestone, Goodyear,

General, Super Swamper and more. Offering comput-

er diagnostics and all you automotive needs. Located

across from Mayo’s Glass Service on Portland Street.

Look for our sign! (802) 535-3391 or affordabletire-

andauto.com

TTrreeee  SSeerrvviiccee

BBeeddoorr’’ss  TTrreeee  SSeerrvviiccee

Professional, quality service. Fully insured. Member

NAA. Offering all types of tree care. “Spotless Clean-

up.” Call now to schedule your free estimate. (802)

748-1605 or (800) 493-6945.

VVeetteerriinnaarriiaannss

CCoommppaanniioonn  AAnniimmaall  CCaarree  

Small animal medicine & surgery.  Bob Hicks, DVM.

54 Western Ave., St. Johnsbury, VT. (802) 748-2855. 

NNoorrtthheerrnn  EEqquuiinnee  VVeetteerriinnaarryy  SSeerrvviicceess

Steve B. Levine. Practice limited to horses. Saturday

appointments available. (802) 684-9977. 254 RT 2,

Danville, VT 05828.

www.northernequine.com 

VVoolluunntteeeerrss

RR..SS..VV..PP..

Do you have some free time? Do you want to help an

organization in the Northeast Kingdom as a volun-

teer?  For information call the Retired and Senior

Volunteer Program and the Volunteer Center at (802)

626-5135 or (802) 334-7047.

WWaatteerr  SSyysstteemmss

HH..AA..  MMaannoosshh  CCoorrppoorraattiioonn

Well Drilling & Hydrofracturing, Water Systems &

Treatment, 24-hour Plumbing, Video Well Inspections,

Water Fountains.  Morrisville, VT 05661. (802) 888-

5722 or (800) 544-7666. www.manosh.com

WWeebb  DDeessiiggnn

TTMMiilllleerr  WWeebb  DDeessiiggnn

Custom website design for individuals, small busi-

nesses and organizations.  Personal service at rea-

sonable rates. Terry Miller, Peacham, VT. (802) 592-

3153. terry@tmillerwebdesign.com, ww.tmillerwebde-

sign.com.

WWeellddiinngg

WWaallbbrriiddggee  WWeellddiinngg

Repairs and new fabrication of steel, stainless steel

and aluminum. Located under Portland St. Bridge in

St. Johnsbury or with portable equipment at your

location. Dale Walbridge. W (802) 748-2901; H (802)

584-4088.

BBoobb’’ss  WWeellddiinngg

General Fabrication and Repair. Stop by and be sur-

prised. Lyndonville, VT.  (802) 626-5502.
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QUATRINI
Real Estate

1111 Main St. � St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

email: c21qre@sover.net

website: quatrini.com � realtor.com

(802) 748-9543

“Real Estate for The Real World”

Season’s Greetings From All of Us

We hope you all have a joyous holiday season. We are

very grateful for your patronage and look forward to helping

you in the coming year with your real estate needs. Take

time this season to enjoy your families and be safe. 

Happy Holidays from all of us to all of you, and a special

thanks to the local men and women serving in our armed

forces. We appreciate your sacrifices.

Steve Quatrini Linda PakusSara HeftSusan Quatrini Joyce Wieselmann

GET-AWAY IN GREAT LOCATION!

Get your snowmobiles ready and bring the whole gang to this

cozy retreat near the VAST Trail! Open floor plan, 2 bedrooms

on the first floor and a 2nd floor loft  can sleep 7+ people.

Interior is pine board walls, Rennai heater, 1/2 bath up and

shower in the full walk-out basement. Outside is cedar shakes,

a porch and a stone BBQ. Road is maintained year round.

Close to State Forest. MLS#2749832

$96,000

www.allseasonre.com

447700  BBrrooaadd  SSttrreeeett

LLyynnddoonnvviillllee,,  VVTT

((880022))  662266--44334433

FFaaxx::  ((880022))  662266--33770000

eemmaaiill::aallllsseeaassllyynn@@ttooggeetthheerr..nneett

Everyone at 

Coldwell Banker 

All Seasons Realty 

would like to wish you 

a safe and happy holiday season. 

75 MT. PLEASANT ST.

ST. JOHNSBURY, VT 05819

802-748-8169 � 802-748-8855

971 BROAD STREET

LYNDONVILLE, VT 05851

802-626-8333 � 802-626-9342

www.parkwayrealtyassociates.com 

ML#2721475 Three

season cottage on

private treed lot

with access to

Joes Pond. There

are 2 bedrooms

with water view,

large living room

with woodstove, sundeck, and enclosed

porch. Also a new eat-in kitchen, a library, ¾

bath, and a new drilled well.  Shared right of

way to the water. Partially furnished. 

$200,000

ML#2727767 Small

ranch on 1.3 acre lot

with frontage on

Sleepers River.

Spacious rooms, 

eat-in kitchen with

glass doors to sun

deck. Large level lot with plenty of garden

space. 

$89,000

791 Broad Street  

Lyndonville, VT 05851

(802) 626-9357 

Fax (802) 626-6913

St. Johnsbury Home for Sale

St. Johnsbury. Very

well-maintained home

on 3 acres of land with a

fenced yard. This home

offers 3 bedrooms, 2

baths and a 2nd floor

that was added in 2005.

Tile and hardwood

floors are near new and

kitchen has recent

remodeling. Shed for

storage. Close to town

and all amenities. Needs

to be seen to be appreci-

ated. MLS #2751842.

Listed at $179,900!

Dussault’s

Heating

Sales
Service

Installation

�Thermo Pride Furnaces

�Peerless Boilers

Box 301

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

(802) 748-4945

24 hour service

Happy Holidays and best wishes for a prosperous New Year to all my

customers and readers of The North Star. If you are considering selling

your home soon after the holidays and are wondering if it makes sense to

sell in the middle of winter or wait until the spring please give me a call. I

can review the pros and cons of selling your home during the winter to

help you make an informed decision. If you decide to put your home on

the market I can share with you a strategy for winter selling that will help

secure that one, ready, willing, and able buyer.

Enjoy your holidays. Clif Muller,Realtor serving VT & NH

Century 21 Winn Associates

69 Meadow Street 

Littleton, NH 03561

(603) 444-7781 or (800) 998-7781

or call me on my cell at (802) 274-6306

Each office independently owned and operated

For an analysis of the costs and benefits for your home.

Contact Jim Ashley:

Geothermal Heating provides space

heating by taking thermal energy from

groundwater with a heat pump.

Based on data from the Vermont

Department of Public Service, space 

heating by geothermal systems will have

operating costs equal to:

23% of propane, 

25% of electric, 

31% of fuel oil, 

50% of pellets or

71% of cordwood.

Green Mountain Geothermal

(802) 684-3491

David Toll, M.D.

Pediatrics
1394 Main Street

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

(802) 748-2348
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BREATHTAKING VIEWS OF THE WHITE MOUNTAINS

ML# 2728628 - Excellent location, privacy, and lots of living space.

4BR, 2-bath family home nicely sited to take advantage of natural light

and solar energy and enjoys breathtaking views of the White

Mountains. It's within walking distance to the village school and all

other town amenities, but far enough out for good privacy and room to

roam on your own 2 acres.  1st floor laundry,  large family room in the

walk-out basement, and open porch.

$259,000

HORSE LOVERS PARADISE

ML2741556 - Located in Burke w/awesome views of Burke Mountain,

this 4BR, 2-bath log home is situated on 10+ acres of open farmland.

There are two barns: 12+ horse stalls, hay storage and room for cows,

pigs, chickens. The house is open and has good light, a huge living

room with fireplace, 2 porches.  If you like country and want a place

for kids and their animals to romp and play, this should be your home.

$325,000

Start your

search here.

Main Street

Danville, VT 05828

(802) 684-1127

309 Portland St., St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

(802) 748-2045
Providing Professional and Courteous Service

www.beginrealty.com

AFFORDABLE & COZY

ML2732112 - Affordable cozy home with an in law apartment or a great

family room.  Peaceful, country living with a babbling brook on the

property.  This home has 3 bedrooms, 2 baths and is very efficient with

lots of natural light coming into the house.  Just put in a brand new

mound system.  It's a great home at a great price.  

$107,000

BORDERS STATE FOREST

ML2736845 - Very charming camp with two outbuildings in a pretty

setting with views, a pond, paths, borders Groton State Forest.  Close to

Martins Pond.  The camp features 2 bedrooms, loft, 3/4 bath, drilled

well, gravity fed spring, wired for generator.  Gas appliances and lights. 

Sited on 10 acres.  

$145,000

OONN TTHHEE LLAAKKEE - Lake Willoughby is one of the most sought after

lake locations in the Northeast Kingdom. This older seasonal cot-

tage has hardwood floors, a fire place, a big sun porch over look-

ing the lake and a basement for storage. Right down the road

you'll enjoy your access to this pristine, sandy bottom beach, on

your own 20X90 waterfront lot. You may put in a dock, have a

gazebo or picnic area or pitch your tent. The extra lot in included

with the cottage.  MLS#2744677.

WWiilllloouugghhbbyy  ffoorr  oonnllyy  $$222255,,000000

CCOOUUNNTTRRYY PPRROOPPEERRTTYY - There's space for the horse and the dog and

your whole family on this 19+ acre country property. Great views, too.

Several acres open in lawn and fields. The remainder is wooded. The

split level home has a finished walkout basement with a family room,

bath and a bonus room. Upstairs you'll have two bedrooms another

bath, a big sunroom and a BBQ deck. There's also an ornamental gas

heater for your pleasure. New carpets and brand new 2 car garage.

MLS#2716773

$$224499,,990000

RREESSIIDDEENNTTIIAALL--LLAANNDD--RREECCRREEAATTIIOONNAALL  PPRROOPPEERRTTIIEESS

(802) 748-1145

wwwwww..aaiikkeennccrreesstt..ccoomm

We wish you all a Blessed Holiday Season.

Stop by our model log home and receive 

20% OFF STOREWIDE

for 2008 from “Cheryl’s Gifts for the Home”

T
he Caledonia County Trails

Club is sponsoring a snow-

mobile safety course on

Saturday, Dec. 6 at the

Waterford Snowmobile

Clubhouse on the Duck Pond

Road, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

This six-hour course is

required for persons born after

July 1, 1983, who are 12 years

of age or older (must be 12

years old by the end of the

snowmobiling season, April

15, 2009), and who plan to

operate a snowmobile on

Vermont's statewide

Snowmobile Trail System.

Successful completion of this

course will entitle you to a

safety certificate that you are

required by law to carry with

you when operating on

Vermont trails. Adults are wel-

come. There is no charge for

the course, which is provided

on behalf of the Vermont

Department of Public Safety,

Vermont State Police

Recreational Enforcement and

Education Unit (REEU) and

the Vermont Association of

Snow Travelers (VAST). The

course will provide you with

the basic knowledge to operate

safely on Vermont's trails, pro-

vide an overview of the sport,

Vermont and regulations, get-

ting acquainted with the snow-

mobile, pre-ride preparation,

riding skills, and trail emergen-

cies.

Free pizza and soda will be

provided by the Caledonia

County Trails Snowmobile

Club at lunchtime.

Pre-registration is required

and class sizes are limited. To

register, you may call instruc

tors Dexter and Lucille Willson

at (802) 748-3333.

W
e hope you will join us on Thursday,  December 18,  5pm to 7pm

for our annual Holiday on the Green.  Stop by the Pope for some

holiday cheer – good food and punch,  continue on to Reid and Balivet for

more goodies and then check out the new CCSU offices for more treats.

The Pumpkin Hill Singers perform at the Danville Congregational Church

at 7:30.  This is always a wonderful evening, guaranteed to get everyone

into the holiday spirit.

The library’s annual appeal is going on now and the response from our

patrons and community has been great.  Please support YOUR library so

that we can continue to supply Danville citizens of all ages the very best in

library services.

Our latest book acquisitions are: The Lucky One (large print) by

Sparks, The Catch by Mayor, The Keepsake by Gerritsen, The Other

Queen by Gregory, Home by Robinson, American Wife by Sittenfeld and

Fine Just the Way It Is: Wyoming Stories 3 by Proulx. Hot, Flat and

Crowded: Why We Need a Green Revolution and How it Can Renew

America by Friedman, An Exact Replica of a Figment of My Imagination

by McCracken and Snowball: Warren Buffett and the Business of Life by

Schroeder.

We also have many new best-selling books on CD.  Come in and check

them out! From the Children’s Room and YA Center Story hour continues

to be well attended.  We will have our last session for 2008 on December

15.  We will resume mid January.

The YA program lives on!  Eva Holden is our new coordinator and has

lots of ideas to make the program interesting and fun.  The YA afterschool

program meets Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 2:30 – 5pm for stu-

dents grade 6 and up.

Pope Notes

Dee Palmer,

Library Director

Photo reprints are available at:

www.northstarmonthly.com

Snowmobile

Safety Course

sceduled for

December 6

mix to the side.  

Prepare the mushroom sauce:

In the same frying pan you

cooked the sliced mushrooms add

2-3 tablespoons of butter until

browned. Remove the mushrooms

and set aside.

Melt 4-5 tablespoons butter in

the same pan and add the flour to

form a roux. Cook the roux for a

minute or two.  Add the half & half

and chicken stock to the roux and

cook until thickened. If it is too

thick add more liquid - if too thin

you will have to add more roux. It

should be the consistency of warm

condensed cream of mushroom

soup. Set aside.

Put the casserole together:

Lay the string beans in a large

gratin pan (a rectangular baking

dish will do). Pour the mushroom

and stock mix into the beans. It

should just cover the beans. Cover

the top with the breadcrumb and

onion mix. Sprinkle with salt and

pepper and cook in a 375 degree

oven for about 30 minutes or until

golden brown and bubbling.

Potatoes
Continued from Page 19
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through the end of March.

SAT.6

39th Annnual Burklyn Arts

Holiday Market will be held

from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on

Saturday and Sunday from 10

a.m. to 4 p.m. at Lyndon State

College. Over 60 juried

Vermont artists and local sea-

sonal entertainment. Admission

is free.

Beth El Synagogue will be

introducing Rabbi Kevin Hale

to the St. Johnsbury area com-

munity at a welcoming recep-

tion at the synagogue at 5 p.m.

SUN.7

December 7th, Sunday 1:30p.m.

to 3:00p.m. 

A Circle of Stories, Cobleigh

Public Library and the Lyndon

Historical Society are collabo-

rating on a project to record and

archive the stories of local resi-

dents.  The project is modeled

on the National Public Radio

(NPR) Story Corp Project.

Please join us from 1:30 p.m. to

3 p.m. for an entertaining and

engaging afternoon!  Please

contact Cindy for more informa-

tion 626-5475. 

SAT.13

NEK Audubon Field Trip to

Lake Memphremagog and

South Bay. We'll look for

remaining waterfowl migrating

south. Meet at the

White's/Agway parking lot, exit

23 off I-91 in Lyndonville at 7

a.m. 

SUN.14

Christmas at the Old North

Church will hold its first

Lamplight Service and Carol

Sing at 7 p.m.. The service will

be led by the Danville

Ecumenical Community and

their choirs.

AroundtheTown

CommunityCalendar

ONGOING

MONDAYS: Story Time, St.

Johnsbury Athenaeum Youth

Library,  10:30 a.m. (802) 748-

8291.

MONDAYS:Story Time, Pope

Library, Danville, 10 a.m. (802)

684-2256.

Mondays - Just Parents meet

with concerns for drugs and

kids, Parent Child Center, St.

Johnsbury, 7 p.m. (802) 748-

6040.

1ST MONDAY: North Danville

Community Club, Meeting, 6

p.m. North Danville

Community Center. (802) 748-

9415.

1ST & 3RD MONDAYS: "Six

O'clock Prompt," Writers'

Support Group, 6 p.m. St.

Johnsbury Athenaeum. (802)

633-2617.

2ND MONDAY:Cancer

Support Group, NVRH

Conference Room A, 4 p.m.

(802) 748-8116.

LAST MONDAY: Alzheimer's

Support Group, Caledonia

Home Health, Sherman Drive,

St. Johnsbury. 7 p.m. (802) 748-

8116.

TUESDAYS: Baby & Toddler

Story Hour, Cobleigh Library,

Lyndonville. 10 a.m. (802) 626-

5475.

TUESDAYS:Cribbage

Tournaments, 6 p.m. Lake View

Grange Hall, West Barnet. (802)

684-3386.

2ND & 4TH TUESDAY:

Bereavement Support Group,

Caledonia Home Health,

Sherman Drive, St. Johnsbury.

5:30 p.m. (802) 748-8116.

2ND & 4TH TUESDAY:

Drop-in quilting at 1 p.m. at the

Cobleigh Public Library, (802)

626-5475.

WEDNESDAYS: Read 'n'

Stuff, Cobleigh Library,

Lyndonville. 3:30 p.m. (802)

626-5475.

WEDNESDAYS: Ordinary

Magic. Meditation for Life, St.

Johnsbury Shambhala Center,

17 Eastern Avenue, 6-7 p.m.

3RD WEDNESDAY:Cardiac

Support Group, NVRH, 6:30

p.m. (802) 748-7401.

THURSDAYS:Introduction to

Computers, Cobleigh Library,

Lyndonville. 10 a.m. (802) 626-

5475.

THURSDAYS: Danville Town

Band Rehearsal, 7 p.m.

Danville School auditorium.

(802) 684-1180.

2ND THURSDAY: Film dis-

cussion following 7 p.m. film at

Catamount Arts, St. Johnsbury.

(802) 748-8813.

3RD THURSDAY: Caregivers

Support Group, Riverside Life

Enrichment Center, 10 a.m.

(802) 626-3900.

THURSDAYS: Read and Weed

Book Club, Cobleigh Library,

Lyndonville. 3:30 p.m. (802)

626-5475.

SATURDAY & SUNDAY:

Planetarium Show 1:30 p.m.

Fairbanks Museum, St.

Johnsbury. (802) 748-2372.

SATURDAYS: Bridge Club for

all experience levels, Cobleigh

Library, Lyndonville, 12:30

p.m. (802) 626-5475.

1ST SATURDAY: Men's

Ecumenical Breakfast,

Methodist Church, Danville, 7

a.m. (802) 684-3666.

1ST SATURDAY: Scrabble

Club, St. Johnsbury Athenaeum,

Noon - 4 p.m. (802) 748-8291.

3RD SATURDAY: Breast

Cancer Support Group,

Caledonia Home Health,

Sherman Drive, St. Johnsbury,

10 a.m. (802) 748-8116. 

DECEMBER 

MON.1

NEK Audubon Informational

and Planning Meeting 4:30 - 6

p.m. at the Fairbanks Museum.

Open to all.

DEC.2

Kindermusik with Kristen

Langlais, -"Family" at the

Cobleigh Library from 5:30 to

6:30 p.m. Kindermusik is a

community of families and edu-

cators passionately committed

to bringing music to children's

lives through developmentally

appropriate curricula, CDs,

books, instruments, and activi-

ties.  

Holiday Eating and Sensible

Snacking, from 6 p.m. to 7

p.m. at the Cobleigh Public

Library. Instructor Melody

Morrison discusses the chal-

lenge of making wise food

choices and healthy eating often

seems overwhelming, especially

during the holiday season. For

more information or to register,

call 748-5151.

FRI.5

North Country Chorus’

upcoming performance of

Handel's Messiah will be held

in Littleton, N.H., on Saturday,

Dec. 6 in Wells River, and on

Sunday, Dec. 7  in Peacham.

Tickets will go on sale soon for

the North Country Chorus' 28th

annual Madrigal Dinner series

to be held in Monroe, NH, in

January. Visit www.northcoun-

trychorus.org for more informa-

tion about the chorus and its

programs.

Contra Dance at Danville

Town Hall, 8 p.m.Chip Hedler,

Prompter.  Music by Hull's

Union Victory String Band.

Friday Afternoon Tea Room at

the North Danville Baptist

Church for the 5th year offering

fellowship and hospitality to all

from 2 to 4 p.m. every Friday

FFRREEEE MMoouunntt  
&&  BBaallaannccee

Limit one offer per customer per scheduled visit. OFFER IS GOOD WITH AD UNTIL 12/30/08. 
May not be combined with other offers. Service hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30-4:30.

WWiitthh  ppuurrcchhaassee  ooff  44  ssnnoowwttiirreess..
Most  popular sizes in stock.

Books �Coffee �Conversation

394 Railroad St., St. Johnsbury, VT • 802-748-3551

Monday - Friday 7-7 • Saturday 9-7 • Sunday 9-5

17,000 Books For All Ages & Interests

Gift Certificates In Any Amount

Stocking Stuffers • Educational Toys

Holiday Cards and 2009 Calendars

Gift Ideas


