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Don't let your outdoor

cooking become 
boring.

- Vanna Guldenschuh

Terry Hoffer

A
t the end of the school
year David Dwyer set
aside his grade books,

his lesson plans and athletic tro-
phies, and after 34-years he
turned in his keys at Lyndon
Institute. Popular among L.I. stu-
dents and faculty alike, Dwyer
retired from teaching.

Born and raised in Rhode
Island, Dwyer ventured forth
from southern New England for
the first time by bus. “I was one
of nine kids in a 3-bedroom
house in a poor Catholic neigh-
borhood in Newport. I’d been to
Catholic schools through high
school, and the last thing I want-
ed to do was go to college, but I
thought I was going to be drafted
into the Army, and I’d heard
about Lyndon State College.
When I called, some lady said I
could get in, and she was sure I’d
like it. Just as she hung up she
said it was 24° below zero the
night before, and I’m sure it
was.” That was January 1967.

Dwyer climbed aboard the
bus with a canvas bag full of
clothes, and at 9:30 on a cold
Sunday night the driver steered 

(Please See Page 6)
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Called Up: 
A College Kid’s
Story of
Combat In Iraq

There Are Serious
Pleasures in 
Groton State Forest 

dILLoN eLIASSeN

W
hen Isaac “Ike” Marsh
is in his car, stopped at
a traffic light, he’ll

check to see if anyone is around. If
no one is there, he’ll ignore the
light and zoom through the inter-
section. It is not a rebellious disre-
gard for rules of the road that
makes Marsh drive like this but
his anxiety of being in a car and
not moving. It’s a habit he picked
up in Iraq while protecting himself
and his squad from the attacks of
insurgents.  

Marsh was a gunner in a
Humvee and used to driving fast
through the streets of Baghdad
and along highways around the
capital of Iraq. “We would always
try to be moving fast to be less of
a target,” Marsh says. “We didn’t
want to be stuck in traffic, because
then we’re sitting ducks.” 

Marsh is in the Army National
Guard, based in Waterbury as part
of the 1st Battalion-86th Field
Artillery, also known as the “1st of
the 86th.” He is an E4, a specialist,

one rank below that of sergeant.
Marsh joined so he could pay for
college. “It was either the Guard
or not go to college,” he says. “My
buddy’s step-dad was a recruiter,
and we joined at the same time.”

Marsh graduated from Hazen
Union High School in 1998 and
started at Lyndon State College
the next fall. A week after he grad-
uated from high school, Marsh left
for basic training. He was at boot
camp for the summer, returning
home at 11 p.m. the night before
he moved into the dorms at col-
lege. Marsh played soccer at
Lyndon and graduated in 2002
with a double major in small busi-
ness management and business
administration and a minor in
marketing. After college, Marsh
spent time at home in Greensboro,
caring for his father, who was suf-
fering from emphysema. 

As a soldier in the National
Guard, Marsh trained with his bat-
talion a weekend each month and
at an annual two week training,
known as “summer camp.” In 

(Please See Page 8)
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Author Bill Biddle knows the fish in these ponds by name. He says

they come when he calls, and on certain days, when the light is just

right, they leap up out of the water right and into his pack basket.

WILLIAM BIddLe

T
oo often the closest things are the ones we appreciate least.  Years
ago when I worked a stone’s throw from Boston’s Symphony Hall
and its Museum of Fine Arts, I visited neither.  Now they are far

away, and I regret I didn’t listen to more performances and see more exhi-
bitions.  The farther away something is, the more enticing it appears.  As
they say, the grass is always greener … 

This week, I learned from Vermont Public Radio that the Vermont
State Park System is offering a freebie weekend.  Access to its parks, and
some special concerts and entertainments, is all gratis.  But there was no
mention of our local Groton State Forest and five state parks inside its
borders, for there are no added-attraction staged events scheduled there.
Yet there, just around the corner from us, is something so close to hand
we rarely notice it.  Most of us overlook its animal, plant, geologic and
historic richness, as we flip instead through brochures for Acadia, the
Blue Ridge Parkway, Cape Cod National Seashore, the Adirondacks.

But we are missing something.  This writer and our editor, Terry
Hoffer, recently spent parts of a couple of days and a night in Groton
State Forest where we fished and camped at a pond-side lean-to, out of
sight of any human beings other than ourselves, and out of sound of all
human rumble and clatter other than our voices (one jet high overhead,
was invisible above the cloud cover).  It’s a large, attractive, multi-use
place and interesting, despite the fact that it’s in our backyard.

Groton State Forest lies between Routes 2 and 302 and is roughly
split north to south by winding Route 232.  The Forest occupies a large
portion of Peacham and Groton, smaller portions of Marshfield and
Plainfield and even pokes into Orange and Topsham. A brief History
Guide to the State Forest recounts the known history of the area, and I 

(Continued on Page 10)
Ike Marsh Photograph

A graduate of Hazen Union High School and Lyndon State College,

Ike Marsh has served time on the streets of Baghdad. Marsh was a

Humvee gunner, manning a 50-caliber machine gun on the top of

the vehicle.  His job was two-fold: he operated the gun and was

responsible for giving directions to the driver below. After 13

months in Iraq with the Army National Guard he’s back in Vermont,

and that’s quite okay.

GRAND CLOSING for the Season Sale
NOW IN PROGRESS

Please see our ad on page 11.

Don’t forget to remember...

St. Johnsbury Center  802-748-3127

monday-Friday 8-5
saturday 8-2 & sunday 9-1

anDy’s rough LumBer 

Boards, Dimension
Lumber and Timbers
Danville  (802) 684-1075
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A Child of the Interstate Highway
Like Russell Powell, I am a child of the interstate highway. I first learned to ride a bicycle on

great piles of dirt pushed up during the construction of Interstates 91 and 84 near their poorly
planned intersection in central Connecticut, and those twin lanes of blacktop became my path to Red
Sox games in Boston, downhill skiing in Vermont, summer days on the beach beside the Atlantic
Ocean and, later, my route off to college in the Midwest.

Russell Powell is the editor and publisher of New england Watershed Magazine a New

england journal of thought culture and art. Watershed is a new publication, which appears bimonth-
ly, that’s six times a year, from Hatfield, MA, and in a recent issue Powell writes wistfully about
how the interstate has driven us apart and, at the same time, brought us closer together. 

Powell understands that northern and southern New England have never been closer, in great
part, because of interstate highways. And whether we know them well or not, any highway traveler
in New England is familiar with the north slope of Camel’s Hump in the heart of the Green
Mountains, the panoramic view over Holyoke and Chicopee in Massachusetts and George Colt’s
blue onion dome in Hartford. 

At the same time, or perhaps over the same time, we have watched the interstate displace and
isolate rural farmlands and urban neighborhoods and refuel our appetite for resource consumption.
Be they dead deer on the roadside, stains from winter salt on our cars and trucks or simply empty
fuel gauges on our dashboards - all are symbols of the price of convenience.

Powell bows his head in New england Watershed and asks his readers to forgive the highway
planners and engineers for the unplanned consequences of their efforts and to join him in a meander-
ing tour through the social, artistic and literary landscape of the region we call New England. 

I recently discovered Powell’s magazine and enjoyed a host of contributions to its pages. There
are articles on architecture featuring the distinctive insurance companies against Hartford’s skyline
all the way to the subtle details of the second- and sometimes third-floor recessed porches in homes
in Irasburg and other towns of the Northeast Kingdom.

I read about the Merritt Parkway and truckers at the Whately Diner, Henry David Thoreau and
median wildlife. There were articles about bridges and cheating in schools and a delightfully cynical
essay about living with the things that we think we want. There was poetry and photography, and, as
one who notices layout of the printed page, I’d like to say very solid composition throughout my two
issues.

The current and early-summer edition of New england Watershed is the fifth of its Volume I. I
detect a continuing search on Powell’s part to find the limits of his voice and to identify his niche
and to work it, but my impression is that he’s headed down the right highway. He and his publication
respect both the urban and the rural for what they are. They don’t shy away from controversy or the
complicated, and he doesn’t mind high speed on a highway or a slow turn on a dirt road. The glossy
pages of New england Watershed are sophisticated in their design and satisfying for their content. I
look forward to the next issues.

Terry Hoffer

Contributors to this issue include: Dillon Eliassen, William
Biddle, Lynn A. Bonfield, Susan Burger, Lorna Quimby, Jeff Gold &
Ellen Gold, Frank Gold, Betty Hatch, John Downs, Virginia Downs,
Jim Ashley, Isobel P. Swartz, Rachel Siegel, Van Parker, Peter
Albright, Bets Parker Albright, Reeve Lindbergh, Vanna
Guldenschuh, Betsy Smith, Alice S. Kitchel & Burton Zahler, Bill
Christiansen, Dee Palmer, Stan Pekala and Tom Dente.
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Hooray for the Piggies!
At last, it is practical as well as fashionable to show feet.  It is summer in Vermont, a time for

bare feet and sandals.  Feel the grass between your toes, the sand molding to your soles and the
warmth of the sun on skin that rarely sees the light of day.  Except, when I am barefoot I always find
the thistles in the lawn, the sand is egg-frying hot, and the deerflies and mosquitoes have a feeding
frenzy on the tops of my feet.  Maybe I am too self-conscious, but I’d rather not show my feet in
public.  They are not offensive in appearance (or, I hope, smell), just rather odd looking. But then,
what feet aren’t a bit odd looking.

Toes serve three main purposes:  to play “this little piggy” with infants, to count beyond 10 and
to attract ridicule for their bizarre appearance.  A less important and less desirable function is the
reminder toes provide that we are alive - as when the pinky toe is stubbed.  (Isn’t it amazing how
something so small can hurt so much?)  Some feet have toes arranged in proportionately decreasing
size with the great toe commanding first rank in size and length, tapering in a pleasing wedge to lit-
tle pinky fifth toe.  Some feet have toes in disarray - bent, curved, webbed or with distorted nails.  I
have a bashful toe on each foot.  These two hide under their neighbors. Sadly, some feet have toes
that really have gone to market, on a permanent shopping spree. 

Then, there are feet with the long third toe. On these feet, the third toe extends farther than the
great toe, like some poorly disciplined pikeman out in front of the rest of the infantry.  From the per-
spective of socks, the long third toe is the third rail - touch it and you die.  Socks develop holes in
less than half their usual life on feet with long third toes.  What do you expect?  It’s like putting a
stocking cap on a unicorn.  Unless you have socks made of Kevlar, holes over that long third toe will
appear within a matter of weeks.  I should know.  I am married to someone with long third toes. To
my great relief, however, somehow the genes sorted themselves out and our kids have feet that are
gentler on socks and, at least in appearance, are not a public embarrassment.

It is summer in Vermont and I am perfectly comfortable with shod feet.  I feel fortunate that
these 52 bones, maybe not arranged in the most aesthetically pleasing form, have so well supported
my bipedal existence.  If you too are blessed with two functioning feet, join me, barefoot, sandaled
or booted, in stepping, stomping or otherwise celebrating our feet and toes.

Tim Tanner

Letters to
the Editor:

May 2006 issue especially struck
a cord with me as I knew Dr.
Choate well as our family doctor,
and Dr. Paulsen brought me into
this world in the Ward Gillis
house in Danville. I was moth-
er’s (Julia Somers Cheney) first
child as well as Dr. Paulsen’s 

(See Letters on Page 4)

Write to Us
LETTERS: Write to The North Star, and let us know

what’s on your mind. Your point of view or observation

is important to us. Letters must be signed.

ARTicLES: We don’t have a big staff of writers. So we

look forward to you sending your writing. If you have

questions or ideas and want to ask us first, please call.

We’ll send our guidelines. No fiction, please.

PhoToS: We’d like to see your

photos and welcome them with

a story or without. They  can be

black-and-white or color, but they

must be clear.

PRESS RELEASES: We prefer

press releases that are unique

to The North Star.

DEADLinE: 15th of the

month prior to publication.

All materials will be considered on a space available basis. 

www.northstarmonthly.com

e-mail: northstar@kingcon.com

Two Rare Weeks in May
Spring time came to Siberia as four of us departed from Moscow on the Trans Siberian Railroad,

bound for Vladivostok, a mere 6,000 miles away. Warmth and sunshine prevailed for 12 of the 14 days of
this leg of a most memorable adventure, which took us around the world by car, plane and rail.

Dick Boera, a retired dean of business affairs at Lyndon State College, had wanted to make the trip
for years. When he glowingly described it to my wife and me one day, she amazed us by saying, “Why
don’t you go?” I had not thought about it until then and decided to go. We recruited Bob Swartz, a retired
English teacher at St. Johnsbury Academy, and Dr. Edgar Miller, a retired surgeon from Pennsylvania, with
a summer home in St. Johnsbury. The friendships we formed will last a lifetime.

One feature of the adventure that particularly attracted us was traveling on a private train dedicated
solely to the activities of the tour group. A British company supplied private cars, hired staff and arranged
with the Russians for use of engines, tracks and stations. There were about 50 passengers from 11 coun-
tries; the 10-person Australian contingent was the largest national group. Others were from places as distant 

(Please see Across Siberia on Page 5)

Country Doctors

Dear North Star,
The wonderful article in the
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Active Work at Pittsburgh Steel Mills Hints at Recovery from Depression

Bill to Give Women Right to Vote Dies in Connecticut Legislature
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Farmers will soon commence

haying. In many fields the grass

looks well. The late rain and

warm weather have improved its

appearance very much. 

Wool was selling last week in

Caledonia County at forty cents

for prime washed; thirty cents for

unwashed. Prime fine combing

wools have sold as high as forty

two cents.

Some colored women who

were refused refreshments in a St.

Louis saloon the other day threw

the furniture about and broke it,

after which they sued the propri-

etor under the civil rights bill, but

the judge not only declined to

give them any satisfaction but

fined them for breaking the fur-

niture.

The Fourth - The 99th

anniversary of American

Independence will this year be

celebrated either Saturday or

Monday. We know of no celebra-

tions to take place in the vicinity

on a large scale. There will, no

doubt, be picnic gatherings, par-

ties, rides, balls &c. 

No Paper Next Week - As

many of our readers know, it has

been our custom for years to tem-

porarily suspend publication for

the Fourth of July and there will

be no paper next week.

Mrs. Bersey, wife of a black-

smith at Mount Holly, who has

been working in a cotton factory

in Massachusetts has sent her

three children back to her hus-

band and gone to parts unknown

with a gay and festive chap.

July 16, 1875

Reports from Pittsburgh

speak of an improved demand for

American iron, for the western

markets especially, in advance of

the resumption, thus far, of active

work at the Pittsburgh mills and

neighboring furnaces. It looks as

though this great interest, one of

the first stricken down two years

ago by the panic, might be the

first to recover from the depres-

sion. In the northern iron estab-

lishments the improvement has

not been very sensibly felt. The

markets here were more over-

stocked. But as these stocks are

worked off, the demand must

increase.

Wednesday of the week

before last a youth named

Sullivan, an employee of

Blodgett’s Mills in Burlington,

bought a plug of tobacco. Having

taken a bit he passed it to a friend

who took another and bit off the

head of a mouse, which had been

nicely pressed into the tobacco.

That cured the young men of all

desire for the wad at present.

Beedle’s Swiss Bell Ringers

gave an entertainment at the

town hall in this village last

Saturday evening. The entertain-

ment was first class in every

respect. People who patronize this

show will not get humbugged.

Thirty five cases of measles

are reported in Fayetteville. 

July 23, 1875

The Saratoga Regatta - Last

week was an exciting one at

Saratoga where the University

boat race took place. Thirteen

college crews were in the races.

The first day the freshman races

occurred and were won by

Cornell. Guns were fired, flags

were raised and general spirit of

rejoicing prevailed. The next day

was the principal race and

Cornell won this one too as at

least 12,000 people witnessed the

races. The final results were in

order of time: Cornell,

Columbia, Harvard, Dartmouth,

Wesleyan, Yale, Amherst, Brown,

Williams, Bowdoin, Hamilton

and Union. Princeton did not

finish the race on account of sick-

ness of one of the men.

Balloonists Supposed to be

Lost - One day last week

(Wednesday we think) Professor

Donaldson and M. S. Greenwood

went up in a balloon from

Chicago and up to last Sunday

night they had not been seen or

accounted for. There is still a bare

possibility that they may be safe

but the chances are they were

dashed into Lake Michigan dur-

ing the terrible gale Wednesday

night.

Fred. Douglas Speaks - Fred.

Douglas in a Fourth of July

address at Hillsdale, Pa. urged his

race to cultivate independence

saying, “all we ask is a fair field to

work in. We have been injured

more than we have been helped

by men who professed to be our

friends. They are lawyers without

clients, broken down ministers

without churches, wandering

teachers without schools. They

are great beggars. They have the

gift of begging down to a nicety.

They are great at getting out cir-

culars. They scatter them over the

land as leaves before the autum-

nal gale. If you are worth any-

thing they will find out where you

live, and if you never got a letter

before you will get one now.

Fellow citizens, we must stop

these men from begging for us.

They misrepresent us and cause

the country to look upon us as a

poor and helpless people.”

Sudden Death - Last Monday,

Mrs. Mary J. Carr died quite sud-

denly at St. Johnsbury. The day

previous she was to all appear-

ances in usual health, but that

morning at about nine o’clock

she was taken with vomiting and

convulsions, which no medical

aid could remedy. She remained

mostly in an unconscious state

until towards night, when death

closed the scene. Mrs. Carr was

22.

July 30, 1875

The bill to give women the

right to vote at Presidential elec-

tions has been defeated in the

Connecticut Legislature by a vote

of 102 to 82.

There is serious trouble with

the Indians of the Canada West.

Two hundred men are finish-

ing up the grading on the

Portland & Ogdensburg Railroad

between West Concord and the

Connecticut River, and nearly

half of the distance, or about six

miles, is ready for iron. The

Portland people propose to have

the bridge across the Connecticut

done as soon as the Vermont divi-

sion of the P. & O. Railroad is

ready to use it. The rail line is

now open from Portland to the

Fabyan House, and it is expected

that cars will run through from

Johnson by the first of

September.

Robert and Henry Britton of

Hartland have a thirty acre corn

field, probably the largest in the

state.

Excursions to Montreal and

Quebec - By reference to our

advertising columns, it will be

noticed that the Passumpsic

Railroad Company is again offer-

ing cheap excursions to Montreal

and Quebec. We have not time

this week to dwell upon the sub-

ject at any length, but will merely

say that the pleasure arising from

such a trip can hardly be sur-

passed, and from personal experi-

ence we can recommend to every-

one who wishes to make a very

pleasant summer tour, to

embrace the opportunity offered

by these cheap excursion prices.

Barbara Destino, Mission Viejo CA
Constance L. Dimock, Trumbull CT
Sandra M. & Henry Esparza, 

Fountain Hills AZ
Robert C. Fuehrer, Freeport ME
Phyllis Graves, St. Johnsbury VT
Hazel H. Greaves, Hardwick VT
Mr. & Mrs. Charles M. Hafner, 

New London NH
Peggy & Fritz Henry, St. Johnsbury VT
Mrs. Ronald Hill, Danville VT
Mark & Sharon Hunter, Lyndonville VT
Brent  & Cyndy Hutchins, Monroe NH
Arnold & Shirley Langmaid, Danville VT
Barry & Lynne Lawson, Peacham VT
Blaine & Joan Lowell, Derby VT
Tom & Bev Lynch, Brattleboro VT
John H. Matsinger, Danville VT
Robert G. McGill, Harriet AR
Chris McTigue, Glendale CA
Richard & Janet Miller, Glastonbury CT
Jane Milne, West Danville VT
Neil & Jan Monteith, Barnet VT
Emerson A. Morrison, St. Johnsbury VT
Mr. & Mrs. John Myrick, Yarmouth ME
Michael Paine Sr., Danville VT
Gary Peigelbeck, Cabot VT
George & Jan Peters, Rumford RI
Ray Poulin, Lyndonville VT

Roger Pouliot, Mendon MA
Ms. Meg Alison Powden, Lyndonville VT
Mrs. Lucille Remick, Hartford VT
Chris & Glenda Robbins, Danville VT
Allan and Helen Roy, Littleton NH
Mary Royston, St. Johnsbury VT
David H. Sawyer, Hopedale MA
Alfred & Muriel Scott, Billerica MA
Melvina Sentabar, Hardwick VT
Ron Sherburne, Lyndonville VT
Russell & Doris Therrien, Cabot VT
Ronald & Candace Thomas, Danville VT
Donna Thresher, Peacham VT
Jane Morrill-Winter & Timothy Winter,

Henniker NH
Beverly Tripp, Lyndonville VT
Marc L. Vance, Westmoreland NH
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Vance, Danville VT
Christina Vance, Orlando FL
Fran Walker, Jonesville VT
Maidene E. Whitney, St. Johnsbury VT
Mrs. Florence M. Wright, Danville VT
Norman & Ruth York, Lyndonville VT
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Florence L. Cellini, Floral City FL
Robert Chapman, St. Johnsbury VT
M. Olive Cheney, Peacham VT
Bradford Cheney and Rebecca Geller,

Springfield VA
Wesley & Jennifer Cheney, Norfolk VA
Andrew D. Cherashore, 

Plymouth Meeting PA
Phoebe & Bill Cobb, Peacham VT
Lance & Linda Comfort, Danville VT
Edward & Ruth Crane, 

East St. Johnsbury VT
Maurice & Shirley Cross, Groton VT
Robert & Janice Cross, Barre VT
Robert H. & Lynn M. Desharnais, 
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Letters to
the Editor:
(Continued from Page 2)

first delivery after opening his
practice. A short time ago I was
thrilled to be shown the back
bedroom where I was born. It
was just a peek as the tenant’s
own baby was there fast asleep.

I only learned many, many
years later  when my ophthal-
mologist asked me about a scar
on my inner eye lid  and I asked
my mother  that she told me that
two days after I was born some
problem developed requiring
Dad (Bunal Cheney) to harness
our Morgan horse, Nellie, to the
sleigh and drive me, bundled into
many blankets and held by Dr.
Paulsen, into St. Johnsbury for
minor surgery.

My eye surgeon in Florida
was quite intrigued by this bit of
background when he did cataract
surgery on that same eye in
February 2006, 87 years later.

I look forward to many more
years of good reading, now with
good eyes, in The North Star.
Many thanks.

M. Olive Cheney
Peacham, VT

fine food

Dear North Star, 
This locality has been fortu-

nate to have several restaurants
that do more than provide the
consistently, uninspired, ho-hum
meal and successfully create fine

Residential l Commercial
Providing all aspects of electrical work including
excavation for underground wiring and services.

Insured and licensed in 
Vermont and New Hampshire.

For prompt professional service call:

Matt Pettigrew (802) 751-8201

Danville, Vermont

DANVILLE
SELF

STORAGE

26 units

from 5X10 to 10X30
Route 2 West,
Danville, VT

Clean, Dry, Inside Storage
Your Own Lock & Key

Carmen Calkins
PO Box 96

Danville, VT 05828
(802) 684-3865

Pope Memorial Library
ANNUAL RAFFLE

Drawing - Saturday, August 5, 2006
at the Danville Fair - 9 p.m.

Queen/King Reversible Quilt
Handcrafted by women of the Danville community

You do not need to be present to win.
Raffle Tickets are available at the Pope Library.

684-2256

6/$5.00 or $1.00/each

Across Siberia by Train
(Continued from Page 2)

as Chile, South Africa and Malaysia. All spoke some
English, and most were fluent. Our ages ranged from 11 to
86.

We had not thought about news while on the train,
and it was just as well, for there were no English-language
newspapers, television or radio available once we left
Moscow. The absence of worldly distractions permitted
more interaction among the passengers amid an informally,
apolitical atmosphere. Tatyana, the ever-present 40-year-
old Russian tour director and her staff catered to our every
whim. They were available to serve drinks, play cribbage,
just talk if desired, and they carefully shepherded us
around. 

The train also traveled at night, allowing one-day vis-
its to Kazan, Yekaterinburg, Novosibirsk, Irkutsk, Lake
Baikal, Ulan Ude, Mongolia and Vladivostok. We had
never been on a train for such a long period and were
amazed at how smoothly things were handled. The food
was superb.  

We convened in Moscow at the superb Metropol
Hotel. Bob and I had been to Moscow in the 1980’s on
separate visits, so that much of what we saw was familiar,
allowing for the usual changes and improvements in a
dynamic city — Red Square, GUM department store,
St.Basil’s Cathedral and, of course, the Kremlin with its
ancient churches and artifacts.

The city of Kazan boasts a fine university campus and an exciting view of the Volga River from a
viewing tower paid for by Pakistan.

Yekaterinburg is famous as the site of the murder of Czar Nicholas II and his family by the
Bolsheviks. The room in which they were murdered after being imprisoned for two years, has been pre-
served within a modern cathedral that is the city’s most popular tourist attraction.

Novosibirsk, is an industrial center and Russia’s third largest city. It was polluted enough that there
seemed to be little for the tourist to enjoy. We were driven to what had been its famous academic research
center during and after World War II. It has fallen on hard times since the collapse of the Soviet Union in
the early 1990’s. Its citizens are proud of its outstanding collection of minerals and a railroad museum of
retired locomotives.  A barbecue lunch and walk on the icy shores of still-frozen Lake Baikal were memo-
rable. The lake is 600 miles long, 100 miles wide and a mile deep in places. It holds about 20% of the
world’s fresh water.

Mongolia was a delightful surprise. Although it was snowing, and the out-of-town highways were
rough and slippery, two bus drivers managed to drive 50 miles to a yurt-shaped restaurant in a national
park. We enjoyed a fabulous meal in a winter wonderland. The Mongolians are delightful people and obvi-
ously glad to welcome tourists. Many stores had their names in English and Mongolian.

Southern Siberia, through which we traveled the final three days, was a disappointment. There were
great expanses of burned-over fields and many run-down villages with skeletons of retired factories that
were used in World War II. It was then that we fully appreciated the conveniences of travel in a comfort-
able train with pleasant acquaintances.

Vladivostok was the last stop in Russia, and with its many hills and capacious harbor reminded me of
San Francisco. It was the home base for the Russian Pacific fleet during World War II and was closed to
foreigners, because of is military importance, until a few years ago.

From Vladivostok we flew to Seoul, South Korea, a thriving, modern city with about 25 million resi-
dents. Sang Lee, a student of Bob’s at St. Johnsbury Academy ten years ago and his girl friend entertained
us at a dinner filled with talk about St. Johnsbury and world politics. Well-informed about political matters,
Bob’s friends do not fear North Korea whether or not it has a nuclear weapon, and believe that the two
countries can work out their problems if left alone by the United States and others.

Finally we flew home to Burlington, on a 24-hour journey including about eight hours of layover.
The trip satisfied my basic concern about Russia that has bothered me since 1945 when our relations began
to deteriorate. At first I feared that it would always be a threat to world peace. But now, and after six earlier
trips to western Russia, I believe that the country is not a military threat, but will become a serious econom-
ic rival with its oil riches. I can now relax and enjoy the great cultural traditions of the country.

John Downs

dining experiences. These
include, of course, the well
known “better” destinations, The
Chefs Table, The Rabbit Hill,
The Beal House, The Mount
Washington Hotel, The Top
Notch and the somewhat new
Elements. There is, however, a
relatively “undiscovered” desti-
nation that has repeatedly proven
to be the unquestioned forerun-
ner in the gourmet dining experi-
ence. At the Surf and Sirloin,
chef/owner Calvin Belknap, and
his assistant chef, Justin, repeat-
edly provide the most creative
and delectable, local gourmet
cuisine obtainable.

Several days advance reser-
vation, with a brief list of your
preferences, will set your special
evening in motion. On arrival
you will be seated at your specif-
ically prepared table and present-
ed with the custom designed
menu, headed by the host’s or
customer’s name and including a
detailed explanation of each
course’s preparation. Each dish
will be artistically prepared,
served at the precisely correct
temperature and brought to the
table at the pace determined by
the diner. Be prepared to be
astonished by the quality of each
dish and the chef’s versatility.
You will find that this exception-
al experience not only requires
regular repetition, but sharing
with your friends.

Gerard Lamothe
Danville, VT

John Downs Photograph

John downs, a regular North Star contrib-

utor and retired attorney from Lyndonville,

was a passenger on the Trans Siberia

railway traveling 6,000 miles from

Moscow to Vladivostock over 14 days in

April. Here at the end of the line in

Vladivostock downs grabbed a copy of

every Small Town’s Newspaper and let his

thoughts turn back to Vermont.



the north Star Monthly    July 2006               5

old friends shoP
A unique assortment of

Clothing, Antiques,

Jewelry,
Books And gifts

Also... Visit our new “cheap thrills”
Bargain room

hours: monday-Friday 11-5
saturday 10-2

35 south main, hardwick, VT

When you think insurance...

663 Old Center Road, St. Johnsbury, Vermont 05819
(802) 748-8797    Fax (802) 748-8609

WANTED
Your presence and/or

cards 
(98 Grand View Ave.  #7)

at Margaret Ide's 90th
birthday celebration.

Thursday, July 6  2-4 p.m.

Danville Green    

Rain Venue:
Congregational Church 

Photo By: Jenks Studio 

Injun Joe Court
PO Box 27, West Danville, VT 05873. (802) 684-3430.

Located 10 miles west of St. Johnsbury on US 2 overlooking Joe’s Pond. 
Beautiful views, private beach,
swimming, boating, fishing, nice
clean cabins and housekeeping 
cottages.  Heated and completely
furnished with fully equipped
kitchens.  Linens and towels 
provided.  Cable TV.  Rowboats,
paddleboats and canoes free for
guests. 15 Cabins. 7 RV sites.
Firewood and picnic tables. 
Rates: $50-$100 per night and 
$450-$600 per week for cabins. 
RV Rates: $25 per night.

Beth Perreault and Family

It’s Really About the Quality of Life
The recent protests in France against proposed changes in employment laws affecting younger

workers have stirred up comments, criticisms and discussions in the American media about the European
attitude towards work and daily life, compared with that of workers in the USA.  Most of these com-
ments are disparaging and downright derogatory.  I think that they overlook what should be one very
important facet of this discussion, and that is the differing perceptions of the quality of life.

On April 15, 2006, The New york Times published an article about this theme entitled Vive La
Dolce Vita, which related to Italy but not to France.  The article indicated that Americans think it is time
that Europeans woke up to the real world and recognized the importance of work when competing in a
global economy.  I would say that the Europeans are doing just fine.  They have their priorities in order.

They have many of the things that Americans constantly worry about: universal health care; decent
preschool for all children; reasonably priced university education; job security; paid vacation time; pub-
lic transportation; in-home services for the disabled; reasonably priced prescription drugs and national
pensions.  Of course life in Europe is not idyllic, and Europeans pay for these benefits with higher taxes,
but their worries are nothing compared to those of many Americans. 

The Times article implied that Europeans do not like to work whereas Americans are devoted to
self-improvement and always striving toward new frontiers.  This may be true for some folks, but many
families strive just to keep up, pay their bills, have a decent life style and save a little to get their kids
started in college.  Beginning in the 1970’s, to reach these goals two wage earners in a family have
become a necessity for most middle class American families. 

Job security was one of the bones of contention leading to the recent street demonstrations in
France.  Demonstrators were concerned about a proposed law to allow any young employee under age
26 to be fired without due cause.  Many people of that age are starting careers and families. This propos-
al would seem to be an unjustified benefit for employers and a terrible shadow over the life of a young
person.  The students who demonstrated said they would rather have no job than one with such lack of
security.  The government said it was trying to provide more opportunities for employment for the cur-
rently unemployed youth by making it more attractive for employers to add them to the work force. It
seems like a kind of workplace merry-go-round where you climb on and after a few turns around, get
spun off again, without a chance to object. 

Job insecurity seems to be one of the things that many people in the US are facing at the present
time.  They see layoffs as factories close; out-sourcing of many jobs to take advantage of cheaper labor
markets; and too many companies folding because of fraud or mismanagement, leaving workers with no
jobs and no pensions. They are signs that we, too, have plenty of labor problems.  The snide remarks
about European work life are uncalled for.

What we are really seeing is the European desire to hold on to a quality of life that we have never
had.  Living in Vermont we think quality of life is related to the natural environment, a somewhat slower
pace of life, clean air and relatively little crime. But what I am referring to is the more relaxed daily life
that those who have traveled in Europe know well.  Some of this we have probably found frustrating in
our American zeal to find a post office, bank or particular store open at lunchtime.  Lunchtime - that
wonderful time that lasts a couple of hours  - when many people in France go home to have their main
meal of the day and take a nap. 

So what if the shop, office or museum closes for two hours, they’ll be open later and often into the
evening!  It’s an important time to touch base with family and friends.  Kids come home for lunch,
walking with their friends to and from school.  Grandparents and babies have a chance to be part of this
daily ritual.  Throughout the day people take time to sit in a cafe for a cup of coffee, rather than rushing
along with cardboard cups sloshing hot liquids with dubious flavors all over their clothes and surround-
ings.  Isn’t this part of what we find so appealing about a European vacation? 

I thoroughly enjoyed the amazement of my son-in-law who was completely nonplussed at this
apparent casual attitude toward work that he saw on his first visit to France.  His business degree from
an American college had not prepared him for this.  Despite the seeming lack of hustle and bustle,
Europeans have all the things we do, they also have great cuisine that we try to copy; elegant fashions;
fast passenger trains; less heart disease and longer lives; better maternal and child health, and a lower
level of infant mortality.  These last few items are the real signs of a quality of life that we are lacking.
Maybe we work too hard striving for new frontiers and more money, and need to enjoy life a little more?

Isobel P. Swartz

Friday, June 30 - sunday, July 3

David Toll, M.D.

Pediatrics
1394 Main Street

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
(802) 748-2348
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The Riverside School
An independent school for grades 2-8

30 Lily Pond Road   Lyndonville, VT 05851

(802) 626-8552

theriversideschool@charter.net      

www.trsweb.org

Congratulations to 

the Class of 2006

Appalachian Supply Inc.
Wholesale - Retail

Plumbing, Heating & Electrical Supplies

4581 Memorial Drive
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

(802) 748-4513

Rte. 302
Littleton, NH 03561

(603) 444-6336 REID & BALIVET
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

ERNEST TOBIAS BALIVET

JUDITH A. SALAMANDRA CORSO

DANVILLE GREEN w DANVILLE, VT w (802) 684-3666

(Continued from Page 1)

the bus to the curb in front of the
Cobleigh Library. He opened the
door to the snow covered side-
walk. “The last thing he said to me
as he wiped frost from the wind-
shield was, ‘Kid, I go by here
every night heading south. If you
want to go back I’ll take you.’” 

Dwyer laughs about his room
at the college and the people he
met as a freshman. “I had a fire-
place in my room in the Vail
Manor Tower. There were a lot of
us from outside of Vermont at the
time. It was wilderness here and
an escape from the city, but the
teachers at the college were
great.” Dwyer lists the names of
his teachers and describes them as
virtual superstars. “Graham

Newell, Bob Dixon, Dorian
McGowan, Kurt Singer, Brian
Kelly, Mary Bisson … they were
all in their prime, and it was the
best.”

Dwyer graduated in 1970 with
a degree in English, and two years
later he was invited to teach at L.I.

“I had no intention of teach-
ing. If I’d told my teachers in high
school that I was going to teach
they’d have slapped me.” Dwyer
admits that through high school he
was a wise guy and a cut up, but
he learned quickly. “I didn’t like to
be slapped,” he laughs. “I didn’t
do sports or clubs. As I figured it,
the idea was to stay out of the way
and be invisible. School never
seemed like it was fun, until I got
to college.”

And that lesson lurks in the
back of David Dwyer’s mind to
this day.

At L.I., Dwyer taught public
speaking and sophomore English,
diagramming sentences and lead
discussions about romeo and

Juliet and Great expectations. “I
had done all that in high school,
but Meryln Courser got me inter-
ested in sports. She was coaching
basketball, track and field hockey.

She was amazingly organized, and
she showed me how to coach. All
of a sudden I saw the value of the
extracurricular stuff and athletics
as a means to being a part of
something - a productive part of a
community. You don’t hear kids
bragging about biology tests or
diagramming sentences, but they
do brag about how their team did
the night before, and when I
thought about that, it changed my
life. I saw myself in a lot of these
kids, and I’d pull them out of their
seats, and I’d say ‘Give me a
week, and if you won’t give me a
week then give me a day - and if
you want to quit I’ll help you quit,
but don’t just sit there in that
chair.’”

Sixty-five seasons of varsity
sports later, Dwyer’s success on
the field and, through it, in the
classroom, is legendary. As head
coach of nordic skiing, cross
country running and track teams
he has gathered 11 state champi-
onship trophies and another eight
as assistant coach.

“I was 35 when I started run-
ning and skiing, and I understand
how important participating and
being part of something can be.”
Dwyer coached future Olympic
athletes Judy St. Hilaire and
Andrew Johnson, and they are
obvious and satisfying stories of
success. But Dwyer is quick to say
that his plan was never just about
winning. He tells about all kinds
of young athletes who watched
winners and then with enormous
pride told about being on the same
team.

Dwyer tells about one young
women who ran through the
whole cross country season with a
handicap, a significant limp. “She
came to running practice every
day; she never quit although there
were times when I thought she

would. At the end of the season
she was given a trophy that repre-
sented her incredible dedication
and that of all those other kids
who are always there. They never
finish first or stand on the podium
when medals are passed out, but
she (and they) taught me more

than I can ever say about courage
and devotion and doing the
absolute best that you can.”

Dwyer looks over the athletic
fields at L.I. and the buildings on
the hill beyond them. “I’m sure
the same thing happens in theater,
forensics or music or whatever,
but for me it was sports, and I am
so glad that I could be a part of it.
There should be a requirement
that everyone participates and gets
involved in something and
becomes a part of it.

“If someone had made me
understand that in high school, my
life might have been completely
different - but then it wouldn’t
have seemed so important to me,
and for that reason I am glad as to 

(See My Life on Next Page)

The idea was to stay

out of the way and

be invisible.

Photo By: North Star Monthly

After 34-years at Lyndon Institute david dwyer has retired from

teaching and coaching. His personal experience trying to be as

invisible as possible in high school and his attraction to sports and

coaching at L.I. created a teacher and coach with enormous suc-

cess and a very long list of admiring students.

Give me a week,

and if you won’t

give me a week

then give me a day

- but don’t just sit

there in that chair.

”Sophisticated and warm atmosphere ... contemporary
American cuisine ... food is delightful.”

- Vermont Life Magazine

”Comfort food taken upscale ... everything [owner/chef]
Adam Coulter creates ... is worth going out of the way for.”

- Yankee Magazine

Delicious food and fabulous service in a picturesque 
setting overlooking the Waits River in Bradford and 

the White Mountains of New Hampshire.

open: Tuesday-Saturday: 11:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. for lunch
and 5-8:45 p.m. for dinner.

old Mill Building, Main Street, 

Bradford, VT

(802) 222-5912

Country
Auction
July 2    2-4 p.m.

Burklyn Mansion
Darling Hill

Lyndonville, VT

Furniture
Antiques

Collectibles
Original Art

Fine Handcrafts
Chuck Eaton,

Auctioneer
(802) 748-2372
for information
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Wednesday
is

College Day
10% off with
college ID

Tuesday
is

Senior Day
10% off for
55 & over

Now Accepting EBT Cards!

SEAN B’SSEAN B’S
Quality DiscountQuality Discount

Look for us at our new location!Look for us at our new location!
600 Main Street, Lyndonville, VT

626-7200
Open everyday 10-6

Discount GroceriesDiscount Groceries

open: mon - Wed & sat 9-6 
Thurs & Fri 9-7; sundays 11-4

Member or Not, Anybody Can Shop

490 Portland street
st. Johnsbury VT

(802) 748-9498

Summer is here to stay.
Greens Greens Greens!!

Fresh Local Organic veggies
from Back Acres Farm, Harvest
Hill Farm and Old Shaw Farm.

Fresh Local Organic Strawberries
from Too Little Farm...Supersweet
Organic flavor....come and get'em

while they last...short growing
season.

If that doesn't make you healthy
enough, come by on Friday July 7
from 3:30-5:30 pm and take part

in our First Fridays 
Wellness Series.

Carol Steadman from 
New Chapter Organics will be

here at the Coop.

as always everyone is welcome
and can shop, member or not.

For more information call

Northeast
Medical Supplies

Phone (802) 748-2455
Fax (802) 748-2110

Amber L. Lasnier
Customer Service Manager

818 Old Back Center Road

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

7 year pro-rated
warranty if
bought through a
medical supply
dealer, Medicare
covers $337.

In-house service.

But, if bought at
a furniture store,
there’s no
reimbursement
from insurance
and warranty is
questionable.

We’re Here

to Help.

Mon.- Fri. 9-4
Sat. 9-1

Pride Lift Chairs

PAUL’S FARM SERVICE
Sales l Service l Parts

Paul D. Bergeron
Phone (802) 695-2500 l Fax (802) 695-2900

514 West Main Street (US RT 2) l Concord, Vermont 05824

Serving Agricultural Needs with Integrity Since 1976

(Continued from Page 6)

the way it worked out.”
Someone asked Dwyer what

he’d offer in the way of words of
wisdom to a group of aspiring
young teachers, and he stopped
and for the first time got com-
pletely serious. “I’d say make it
fun,” he said. “Be on stage, if
that’s what it takes. Don’t take
yourself too seriously, and look
for the kid in the back row and
find a way to bring him up front.”

Dwyer was honored at a final
school assembly this year, and
after the accolades and applause

died down he had a chance to
speak. Never one to miss an
opportunity to make people laugh,
instead of brushing it all aside, he
told the school how much he
loved all the compliments and
how much he hated to have them
stop. Serious again he said, “I
can’t say goodbye. It’s way too
small.” 

After a fleeting moment of
near awkwardness, Dwyer paused
and urged the gathered students to
take care of the school and take
care of one another. Finally, and
back to the classic David Dwyer,

the retiring coach and English
teacher quoted his 85-year old
friend Hilda, who to this day runs
a laundry in Newport, RI.  “She
always says to me when I’m leav-
ing, ‘Y’all be sweet now, and walk
easy, baby.’”

Dwyer looked up and over the
Lyndon Institute student assem-
bly, and with his eyes full of
laughter and deep, deep pleasure,
he shouted, “WALK EASY
BABY,” and he was gone.

My Life Might Have Been Different

“Invisible, Inscrutable,

Insidious Inflation”

It has been 35 years since our dol-
lar was taken off the gold stan-

dard and allowed to “float” against
the value of other currencies. Now
we most often think about the
value of the dollar relative to other
currencies. Although no longer the
dollar’s defining standard, gold is
still a reliable benchmark for the
value of money, because it is the
asset most turned to as an alterna-
tive investment to money itself.
Gold can be traded for any curren-
cy - it has liquidity that transcends
monetary stability - and so has
been seen for centuries as a secure
investment. 

The price of gold has been ris-
ing, along with other precious met-
als and commodities, approaching
prices not seen since 1980. The
classic economic explanation for
this rise would be an increase in

demand or a decrease in supply -
or both. Supply hasn’t really
changed too much, although a
slight drop is anticipated as invest-
ment in exploration and mining
has slowed in the last decade.
Demand is said to be increasing as
global economies such as China
and India expand, creating con-
sumer demand for more jewelry,
electronics and modern medicine,
the main uses of gold in our age of
floating currencies, but it’s hard to
imagine that demand is increasing
so much, so fast.

This classic explanation does-
n’t fully explain the recent run-up
in the price of gold. Some econo-
mists argue that it is not the price
of gold that is increasing, but the
price of the dollar that is decreas-
ing. 

We price commodities in dol-
lars, because the dollar has become
the world’s reserve currency, that
is, the currency of record for glob-

al transactions. The dollar became
the world’s reserve currency
because the U.S. has had the
biggest and most productive econ-
omy, and over time, the most sta-
ble and valuable currency. Since
the price of commodities like oil
and gold is rising, in dollar terms,
perhaps it is not that they are
becoming scarcer relative to
demand, but that the value of the
dollars in which they are priced is
falling. 

That would have implications
for our economy far beyond the
value of gold, or even of oil. For
years now, our trade deficit (we
import much more than we export)
has been supporting our fiscal
deficit (we spend much more than
we raise), because our trading part-
ners have been willing to use the
dollars they’ve gotten from trading
with us to buy our government’s
debt, our Treasury bonds. Our trad-
ing partners have been willing to
trade their excess dollars for a
promise of future dollars, by loan-
ing their dollars to the U.S. gov-
ernment (who will repay these
loans, these Treasury bonds, in
U.S. dollars).

Now there is more evidence

that our trading partners are look-
ing to invest their excess dollars in
other commodities, like precious
metals perhaps, and have less faith
in the value of future dollars.
Investors would be hesitant to
invest in future dollars if they
thought the value of the dollar
would fall, that is, that the U. S.
would suffer – or is suffering from
- inflation.

There have been signs of infla-
tion lately in our economy, mostly
ascribed to rising costs of fuel and
health care. The price of consumer
goods hasn’t risen noticeably, but
that may be because any rise in
materials’ costs is offset by the dra-
matically cheaper (offshore) labor
with which goods are now pro-
duced.

Where real inflation is visible
is in commodities’ prices. The
Federal Reserve has been raising
its discount rate to tighten the
money supply – widely believed to
be a salve for inflation (less money,
fewer dollars, to stop the price
from falling). Perhaps there is less
faith among investors that the
Fed’s policy will work, or work
well enough or fast enough to stop
inflation. 

We have greatly increased our
fiscal deficit and our national debt
in the past several years. There
may also be the fear among
investors that our government
may, as governments so often have

– Mexico in 1994, Russia in 1998,
Argentina in 2002, to name but a
few - try to shrink the burdens of
its federal debts by paying them
back in less valuable dollars, that
is, by allowing the dollar to deval-
ue. 

This run-up in the price of gold
could be the symptom of an other-
wise stealthy inflation: the rising
price of everything and the shrink-
ing value of the dollar. More pro-
foundly, as our dollar becomes a
less valued investment, our credit
may no longer be so good, and our
days of trading at a deficit – con-
suming on credit - may be num-
bered.

rachel S. Siegel, CfA, consults

on investment portfolio perform-

ance and strategy, and on account-

ing and tax dilemmas. She has an

MBA from yale; she is a professor

in the business administration

department at Lyndon State

College.

Follow the Money
by Rachel Siegel

$

Although no longer

the dollar’s defin-

ing standard, gold

is a still a reliable

benchmark for the

value of money.
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BOOK LOVER’S HEAVEN

Bring your summer
guests in to browse. 

(Continued from Page 1)

addition to physical fitness drills
and weapons qualifications,
Marsh learned the skills of a fire
direction specialist for a Howitzer
artillery gun.

“One day I got a phone call
and was told to not go anywhere.
Don’t leave the state. We were on
alert.” In January 2004 the 1st of
the 86th shipped out, flying from
Burlington to Fort Dix in New
Jersey. Marsh and his fellow
Guardsmen spent two months at
Fort Dix where they had combat

survival training, drills for helping
wounded soldiers, military police
training and weapons qualifica-
tions. In March, the 1st of the 86th
flew to the Middle East to join the
95th Battalion of the 6th Military
Police Brigade. 

“I was scared to death,” Marsh
says, remembering when his unit
was called up. “I would’ve pre-
ferred not going, but I signed up. It
was my duty to go, and I believe
that I did something for my coun-
try.” 

The 1st of the 86th flew into
Kuwait and then moved to the US
Army base at Baghdad’s
International Airport, known as
BIAP by those who are stationed
there. 

The first assignment was to
provide escort for supply convoys
leaving the airport. Marsh’s battal-
ion was broken into squads of 10
to 12 soldiers, and the squads
divided into teams of three to four.
Each team was assigned a
Humvee, a heavily armed truck
used for escort missions. Marsh

was the gunner, manning a 50-cal-
iber machine gun on top of the all-
terrain Humvee. His job was two-
fold: he operated the big gun and
was responsible for directing
where the vehicle went.

“It’s like tunnel-vision inside
the Humvee,” he says. “The gun-
ner is pretty much the eyes and
ears of the Humvee.” In addition
to the 50-caliber gun, he was
armed with a 9mm pistol and a
shotgun.

The squad’s first mission was
to escort a convoy of supplies
from the airport to the base in
downtown Baghdad. They arrived
safely and were heading back to
BIAP when a call came over the
radio to provide security for a
medical team that was responding
to a call nearby. A civilian con-
tractor had been injured by a road-
side bomb as he was driving down
the highway. Marsh’s squad was
on the same highway. 

When they found the contrac-
tor, he was seriously injured. “He
had his left arm blown off,” Marsh
says. “But, as far as I know, he
survived.” Marsh and his squad
secured the area while a medical
team flew in to evacuate the
injured contractor. 

It was during escort missions
in and around Baghdad that Marsh
learned the benefits of constantly
moving fast. BIAP is about five
miles east of Baghdad. There is an
Allied Forces base downtown,
known as the Green Zone, and the
highway connecting BIAP to the

Iraqi capital is a dangerous route
to travel. Since American civilians
and the military use it heavily, it
makes a great road for Iraqi insur-
gents to pick targets. Marsh
learned to stay alert, never sure
where a rocket or a grenade might
appear. “We were always doing
sweeps of the road, scanning for
threats. You keep your eyes open
all the time and check every-
where, rooftops and overpasses.
There are a lot of overpasses in
Baghdad.”

After a month of escorting
convoys, Marsh was reassigned to
escort and support military intelli-
gence units on information-gath-
ering missions. Marsh would help
check leads and “go into the
streets with an interpreter and talk
with people, find out if there’s
anything planned.” Some of the
missions included rounding up
suspects for interrogation. When
they had custody of someone to be
interrogated, Marsh’s squad
would travel to Kalsu, a base
about 50 miles south of Baghdad
where interrogation sessions took
place. Sometimes Marsh was in
the room during these sessions, to
protect the interrogator and/or
interpreter.

Soon after an interrogation on
May 25, four days after Marsh’s
24th birthday, Kalsu was hit by a
mortar attack. Marsh and a mem-
ber of his team were just getting
outside when the attack began.
They jumped into a bunker as
some 20 mortar rounds fell around
them. “It was so loud,” Marsh
remembers, “you could hear the
shrapnel zinging off sandbags and
bunker roofs.”

After the attack, Marsh ran to
where his squad was to see if they
were OK. Most of the squad had

ducked into the nearest bunker,
but a large hole had allowed
shrapnel to fly through. From
Marsh’s squad, two were killed,
and three were sent home because
of their injuries. Three others were
wounded but returned to duty.

In October, Marsh was given
two weeks leave because his
father’s health was failing. His
father passed away a week after
Marsh got home. The leave was
extended another week, but then
he returned to BIAP. There was
little time to grieve. “I couldn’t be
thinking about it when I was try-
ing to keep myself alive,” he says.

By the time he returned the
squad had been reassigned. They
were escorting an Army JAG as
he traveled around Baghdad.
“Sometimes we’d go into some
pretty hairy areas, and there’d be
so many people and so much
going on, you don’t want to think
about what could happen,” he
says.

When they weren’t on a par-
ticular assignment, they would
help distribute goods and supplies
to Iraqis. “We’re trying to show
that we’re not there to kill every-
one. We’re there to help out,”
Marsh says. Sometimes his squad
provided security for recovery
operations. They would escort
flatbed trucks to clean up
destroyed vehicles or heavy
machinery. “Sometimes we would
be shot at while we were escorting
trucks,” Marsh says. “Usually we
didn’t know where they were
coming from.”

In February of 2005, the 1st of
the 86th flew back to the States,
and Marsh returned to Fort Dix for
demobilization. 

In the process soldiers are
debriefed and given medical
exams to assure they’re not return-
ing with diseases or sicknesses
from overseas. They undergo
counseling to help in the readjust-
ment to civilian life. Getting used
to life back in Vermont wasn’t
easy. “The military is all disci-
pline, and it’s hard to readjust to
being laid back.”

Coming home raised some of
the feelings Marsh “had put on the
back-burner” in Iraq. The return
bittersweet because of the loss of
his father. 

“I didn’t want any kind of cel-
ebration,” Marsh says. “I wasn’t
really all that psyched to be
home.” Back in Vermont, no
longer facing daily matters of life
and death, Marsh found the oppor-
tunity to mourn the loss of his
father. 

Marsh might have had mixed
feelings about being home, but his
mother was enormously relieved
to have him back. She had
watched the war in Iraq on CNN,
and sometimes the news would
show fighting where her son was
stationed. She wouldn’t talk to her
son for a few days, and she didn’t
know whether he was safe. “She
would see bad stuff on TV about
Baghdad, and she knew I was
there, and she’d worry,” Marsh
says. “It’s good to know she does-
n’t have to worry anymore.”

When he first got back, Marsh
would sleep an hour or two a
night. Gradually, he became com-
fortable again being a civilian. He
spent some solitary time dealing
with his father’s death and read-
justing to life at home. “It’s hard 

(See Just Another on Next Page)

It Makes you Appreciate
what we Have Here

It’s a habit he

picked up in Iraq

while protecting

himself and his

squad from the

attacks of insur-

gents.
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G E N E R A L  A N D  F A M I LY  D E N T I S T R Y

31 Mountain View Drive

Danville, VT
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(Continued from Page 8)

talking about how I feel to other
people because they can’t relate to
the stress of Iraq.” 

Marsh’s time has changed his
perspective on life in America.
The poverty “makes you appreci-
ate what we have here. It opens
your eyes.” He sees people taking
material things for granted while
people in poor countries struggle
to survive. “After seeing how peo-
ple in other parts of the world
live, I realize we’ve got it real
good.” 

Marsh is happy where he is
now. He works at Rent-A-Center
in St. Johnsbury but would like to
own a business someday, maybe
in real estate. “Maybe one day I’ll
wake up and want to do some-
thing else.”

Marsh was uninjured during
his tour. He was awarded the
Army Commendation Medal for
his service. He has 11 more years
until his projected retirement from
the National Guard, at which point
he’ll be eligible for a pension. His
current contract with the Guard
will be over at the end of this sum-
mer, but he doesn’t know if he
wants to re-sign and try to make it
to retirement. If he stays in, his
group could be called up again. 

“You don’t even think it could
happen, and then you get called up
and have to go where they send
you. It’ll be nice knowing my
whole world won’t get turned up-
side down again.”

dillon eliassen is a junior at

Lyndon State College.

JUSt

AnOtHer

COlleGe KID

In BAHGDAD

In Little Women, Louisa Alcott
wrote, Meg’s high-heeled slippers

were very tight, and hurt her,

though she would not own it, and

Jo’s nineteen hair-pins all seemed

stuck straight into her head, which

was not exactly comfortable; but,

dear me, let us be elegant or die!

Iam reminded of Alcott’s con-
cluding phrase when I think of

the discomfort I’ve endured trying
to be “elegant,” or “fashable” as
my younger daughter used to say.
High heels were never comfort-
able, no matter what the advertise-
ment said.  The contortions we
used to go through to get into a
Playtex girdle should have got us
into vaudeville.  When we’d final-
ly pulled the constricting garment
over our tummies, we had gas
cramps in our stomachs and heat
rash under the rubber - but our
waistlines were in line with the
latest style.  Pin curls were our
worst affliction. 

“What on earth do you have
on your head?” my niece asked
me.  We were looking at old pho-
tographs.  There I was in the back
row, my head wrapped in a ker-
chief, pin curls peeking out.

“That’s supposed to be a tur-
ban-effect and hide the pin curls,”
I said.

“You probably were going
somewhere more important,”
Julie surmised.

If I remember correctly, I was-
n’t going anywhere that Sunday.  I
had washed my hair and put it up
in pin curls because the next day
was school and I wanted to look as
fashionable as the rest of the girls.
After I laboriously wound each
wet lock around a finger and
skewered the resulting lump with
a bobby pin, I folded a kerchief so
there were three corners, put one
corner on my forehead and tied
the others across.  Most of the pins
were hidden.  What I hadn’t
planned on was our having visi-
tors who would want to take pho-
tographs.  There was no way I
could dash upstairs and take down
my not-yet-dry hair.  The resulting
frizzy mess would have looked
worse than the pin curls. I consid-
ered them decently covered by the
kerchief. 

When we were in high school,
Deedee and I washed our hair
every weekend.  We had our
perms in the spring.  By fall, we
had the look we wanted, the 40’s
look, with pompadour on top,
sides pinned back and longer hair

hanging down our necks.  Our pin
curls got fatter and fatter as the
year went on and our hair grew.
My hair was thin and fine, but
Deedee’s was thick and had a lot
of body.  Keeping our hair clean
was a lot of work.

First, we had to fill the enam-
el-ware canner in which Maw
heated water.  In the 40’s, sham-
poo had a soap base and didn’t
lather well in the water from the
spring, which was hard.  We liked
to use rain water when we could.
Maw collected the rain water that
dripped off the back porch roof in
to a tall crock that, years before,
had held salt pork.  We would
carefully dip the soft water into
the canner, stagger to the kitchen
with our load and put the canner
on the stove to heat.  Mornings in
warm weather, Maw had a fire in
the stove long enough to cook
breakfast and the noon meal and
to do dishes.  Then she let the fire
go out.  Hence, shampooing one’s
hair was a morning chore.

The next step was to carry the
canner, with the warm water, to
the sink.  There we leaned over the
wash basin and, using the dipper,
poured water over our hair.  Then
we lathered our heads lavishly
with shampoo.

We were suckers for advertis-
ing.  We were sure Breck’s sham-
poo would make our hair look as
smooth and beautiful as the
model’s in the ads we’d seen in

the magazines.  Rain water rinsed
out the shampoo thoroughly.
However, in late fall, Maw had
turned the crock on its side so the
water would drain and the crock
wouldn’t crack.  Thereafter we
had to use spring water that ran
into a pail in the sink.  Using the
spring water entailed several trips
with a dripping pail to the stove.
We left a trail from the sink to the
stove.  And we rinsed and rinsed,
trying to get our hair “squeaky
clean,” while the one who was
waiting to wash her hair kept say-
ing, “Leave some warm water for
me!”  Sometimes we used vinegar
in the final rinse.

As you can see, shampooing
one’s hair was a lot of work and
took time.  We took a bath
Saturday night.  Usually we
washed our hair on Sunday.
When Monday morning came,
we’d take down the pin curls and
comb out the crinkly waves and
curls. Then we were ready for

school, fresh and clean, with our
hair all curly.

To keep our hairdos through
the week, we put up our hair in pin
curls each night.  And we wrapped
our heads in kerchiefs and slept
with the resulting hard little knobs
all over our heads.  (Ah, the won-
derful ability of teenagers to sleep
in spite of everything!)  In the
morning I’d rescue the pins that
had fallen out during the night,
remove the ones still anchoring
my curls and comb out my hair.
Fortunately, I could manage all
those steps on automatic pilot.
My mind would be miles away.  

I’d be ready for a new day,
“elegant” or not.

Up on the Farm Early

Lorna Quimby Dear me, let us be

elegant or die.

-  Louisa May Alcott
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Contact Jim Ashley at
Green Mountain Geothermal

for a free analysis of the costs and benefits for your home.

n Save on your heating costs
n Control your humidity
n Air condition your home
n Get hot water free

Green Mountain Geothermal

(802) 684-3491

Danville Restaurant & Inn
casual Dining l Lodging l Fully Licensed

FRIDAy NIGHT SpEcIAL
chicken pie Buffet  $8.95

SATuRDAy NIGHT BuFFET:  $10.95 
Breakfast: Tuesday - Saturday  7:00 - 11:00 a.m.
Lunch: Tuesday - Friday  11:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Dinner Reservations are a must.

Main Street, Danville VT
(802) 684-3484
Steve A. Cobb, owner
Justice of  the Peace & Notary Public
Weddings/Civil Unions
By appointment or by chance

Building & Remodeling
Painting & Wallpapering
Snowplowing & Sanding

EMMONS & YOUNG
CONSTRUCTION

Jim  (802) 684-3856    1154 Bruce Badger Memorial Hwy.
Dana  (802) 633-3844                          Danville, VT 05828

(Continued from Page 1)

acknowledge it for some of the
information that follows. 

Because of its many bodies of
water, the area that is now Groton
State Forest was once an easy
portage route between the
Winooski, Wells and Connecticut
Rivers for the local Abenaki and
early European explorers they
guided.  Little remains of their
presence, however, except an
infrequent arrowhead.  It was true
wilderness, home to the cata-
mount, wolf and lynx, as well as
all the forest creatures we are

familiar with today.  Some believe
the French and Indian raiders at
Deerfield, MA carried their 100-
odd prisoners north to Canada
through this land. But in any case
there were no permanent settlers
prior to the Revolutionary War,
and it wasn’t until 1783 that
Captain Edmund Morse, one of
the early settlers in the area, built
the first saw and grist mill at
Ricker Pond.  Apart from that, we
know little for certain about the
early history.

The Groton area became, in
the 19th century, a major logging

region with sawmills and eventu-
ally a railroad running through the
lowlands between Montpelier and
Wells River to carry lumber to the
rivers for further transport, sup-
plies to the camps and, eventually,
starting around the early 1890’s,
vacationing folk to the first sum-
mer camps on the shores of
Groton Pond (officially Lake
Groton).  The railroad bed
remains, rail-less, a long mostly
flat snowmobile and off-road
bicycling trail that is part of what
will eventually be the east-west
“Cross-Vermont Trail” but which,
so far, reaches from Wells River
only as far as Plainfield.

In the late 19th century, as log-
ging declined in the area, vaca-
tioning throve.  Today, family
camps abound on the remaining
private lands abutting Peacham
and Groton Ponds.  They vary
from old time, rustic, rough-tim-
bered camps to large year-round,
architect-designed showplaces.
There remain only two (specifical-
ly protected) patches of the origi-
nal old-growth forest and nothing
at all of the dozen or so sawmills
and railroad depots that once dot-
ted the forest. 

The State of Vermont began
buying up land in the area in 1919
beginning with an initial 5,600
acres purchased from Mitchell
Goslant, and it has continued to

acquire land from time to time
since. Groton State Forest now
extends to 26,000 acres and is the
second largest holding of state
lands of the Vermont Agency of
Natural Resources.  It includes six
separately overseen parks, eight
ponds and trails maintained for
hiking, off-road biking and horse-
back riding.

A visitor to New Discovery
State Park, which includes
Osmore Pond, Owl’s Head peak
and the New Discovery camp-
grounds and picnic sites, will find
among the walking trails and pic-
nic sites occasional stone steps
that lead nowhere, or, near
Osmore, an elegantly roofed stone
arch that serves no discernible pur-
pose.  These, and some stone fire-
places in roofed large-group picnic
sites, are relics of the Depression-
era Civilian Conservation Corps
projects whose employees also
built the summit cupola on Owl’s
Head. Park Manager Barbara
MacGregor told me that Owl’s
Head was treeless in the 1930’s
when the cupola was built as a fire
lookout. Forest fires had burnt off
a large section of the State lands
including Owl’s Head. It must
have been in a treeless stage fol-
lowing the fires that the knob got
its name. The park also contains
miles of well-maintained trails and
roads that visitors on foot, bike
and horseback use during the

park’s open season.
Energetic walkers will enjoy

the trails over Devil’s Hill and Big
and Little Deer Mountains.  For a
shorter trek with a more spectacu-
lar view, drive in to Owl’s Head
and hike up the easy two-tenths of
a mile to the summit and its 360°
view. If you want to know why
Devil’s Hill is so-called, or why
Kettle Pond got named for a kettle,
you’ll have to go the Parks and
find out for yourself. 

MacGregor and her knowl-
edgeable and welcoming staff
manage New Discovery State
Park and dispense fliers, maps,
nature guides and permits for
camping and parking. They will
help you pick just the right camp-
site you want, or book lean-to
campsites that accommodate dis-
abled campers and lie near sepa-
rate-gender toilet and bathing
facilities that also are accessible to
a wheelchair user.

Should you arrive at New
Discovery State Park with (or on)
your horse, you’ll have to show
certified proof of your horse’s
health, and you’ll be restricted to
trails marked as bridle paths. You
can’t have more than two horses
tethered at your campsite. Oh, and
you are expected to pick up the
poop.  Pets generally are accom-
modated as long as you bring cur-
rent health documents and agree to
restrain and clean up after them.

It’s So Close we Often

Overlook Groton State forest

It rained through the night, but we stayed warm and dry in the

remote, get-there-by-water, lean-to.

We were serenaded

by songbirds and

frogs, given a duet

of Wagnerian-pro-

portions by the

loons.
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CLOSING FOR THE SEASON, Monday, July 10
One day only - 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
ALL PLANTS - Buy 1, Get 1 FREE

Don’t forget to remember...                              Bruce and the crew

Grand Closing for the Season Sale
NOW IN PROGRESS 

Save on a great selection of

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  Mon.-Sat. 9 to 7, SUN. 9 to 6
2937 Red Village Road, Lyndonville, VT

(802) 626-9545             ey

Open 

Tuesday,  July 4

9 a.m.-7 p.m.

Annual Flowers (Regularly $2.89) BUY 1; GET 1 FREE

Lots of  Beautiful Geraniums BUY 1; GET 1 FREE 

Hanging Baskets LOts to choose from BUY 1; GET 1 FREE

Lots & lots of  Vegetable Plants & Herbs NOW AT LEAST 25% OFF

Hundreds of  varieties of  Potted Perennials 20% Off

Perrenials in economical 4 packs ~ regular $3.99 NOW $3.49
4 OR MORE $2.99

Tremendous selection of  Proven Winners and Flowering Plants
4.5”-6” pots BUY 1; GET 1 FREE

Tune in for
Red Sox Baseball

PO Box 249  St. Johnsbury, VT 05819  (802) 748-2345

As the temperature rises,
our sandals keep you cool.

Stop in and check out our wide selection
of sandals for men and women, featuring:

ARCHE, BEAUTIFEEL, DANSKO, EARTH, ECCO,
HAFLINGER, HOTTER, JOSEF SEIBEL, KEEN,

KUMFS, MEPHISTO, MUNRO and NAOT

HARD-TO-FIND SIZES and WIDTHS

418 Railroad Street, Suite 1    St. Johnsbury, VT    

(802) 748-4500

Photos By: North Star Monthly

Kettle Pond from the top of

owl’s Head looks like a gerry-

mandering congressional dis-

trict.

Interestingly, the parks, unlike
most hotels and motels, actually
welcome your beasts.

Now for some news that’s still
unfolding: the Seyon Pond opera-
tion and its future in the Groton
State Forest are making the news
as I write.  Here’s a little back-
ground. The pond was apparently
enlarged by damming the headwa-
ters of the south branch of the
Wells River for powering a
sawmill in the 1890’s. Among the
last of a succession of owners,
according to MacGregor, were
Francis and Harry K. Noyes and a
group of others who bought the
property in 1939.  The Noyeses
inverted the name and called the
pond and their lands Seyon Trout
Ranch.  They used the dam to gen-
erate power, and they built a guest
house. The State bought all 5,000
acres of Seyon Trout Ranch in
1967, gussied up the building a lit-
tle and operated it as a seasonal,
and eventually a year round but
isolated fly-fishing, cross-country
skiing, snowshoeing, and wed-
ding/conference center. 

That was the background;
here’s the current news.  As of this
spring, the State had contracted
with a private operator to run the
Seyon facilities, presumably for a

profit. Abutters were understand-
ably concerned that the isolation,
peace and quiet and general good
order of nature might be violated
by a commercial business, and
they raised a stink.  As of this writ-
ing, the folks who had contracted
to run the Seyon operation have
withdrawn, and at least for the
moment, it will operate as in the
past, in effect, a State Park with
hotel-like accommodations,
meals, rental boats and barbless-
hook fly fishing.  Stay tuned. 

In addition to the hotel-like
setting on the shore of Seyon
Pond, the Groton State Forest
includes areas of northern boreal
forest (spruce and fir) and northern
hardwood forest (beech, maple,
yellow birch and hemlock).  It also
includes a large wetland area, the
Peacham bog.  There is a great
variety of flowering plants and
wildflowers, which are most evi-
dent and most striking to see in the
early spring before the trees have
fully leafed out. Which brings up
another good reason to walk about
this land in the early part of the
year:  It’s bad form to head up into
the tall mountains when soggy
trails are still carrying runoff from
snowmelt and vulnerable to ero-
sion.  So save the really hard
climbing for later.  Head for
Groton State Forest in early
spring, before the black flies, walk
the lowland, undulating trails
through the forest (well preserved
against erosion by the rangers who
place timbered water bars to divert
running water and short low spans
of bridging to get you over the
especially muddy spots).  There
you can see moose prints in the
mud and perhaps the moose as
well, jack-in-the-pulpit, trillium in
several varieties, lady’s slipper,
marsh marigold, Dutchman’s
breeches, all sorts of violets, dwarf
ginseng, forget-me-not, coltsfoot,
unfolding ferns and bright mosses.

On one early venture to one of
the ponds, I watched and heard
three loons with upraised heads
making a hell of a hullabaloo
about an apparent ménage à trois,

watched an osprey take a breach-
ing trout and a kingfisher scout for
fingerlings. More than a dozen
lady slippers glistened by the trail-
side to the boat launch.

Needless to say, caring for this
land, maintaining a huge number
of campsites, roadways, trails,
facilities and just mowing the
grass costs money, and so we pay
modest fees. The price of day use
is $2.50 a person (less for little
kids).  Group camping is $4 per
person/night.  They charge $14-
$18 per night for tent or trailer
sites and $21-$25 a night for a
lean-to.  At Ricker Pond Park there
are even cabins (rustic one-room
jobbies with a short walk to the
john at $46/night) and cottages
(sleep 4 - 6 people, real kitchens
and indoor plumbing for
$420/week) rentable for extended
stays.

But I’m partial to the remote,
get-there-by-water lean-tos, espe-
cially those on the far side of
Osmore and the ones about a quar-
ter mile apart around Kettle Pond.
The lean-tos vary in age, but not in
serviceability.  They have project-
ing roofs that keep the wind and
the rain out, excellent fireplaces or
fire pits with gratings that work
and a table.  You haul your own
wood, food and drink and sleeping
gear, maybe a candle lantern, a
deck of cards, a bottle of nice
wine.  At remote sites you have to
poop in the woods.  Well away
from the site, please, and bury it
under a few inches of topsoil and
leaf mold.  But everything else
you carry out; it’s tacky to leave
your flattened, scorched bean can
and empty wine bottle in the fire-
place. Every site has a rake and a
broom, two hints that it’s nice to
leave the place clean for the next
tenants.

Osmore Pond contains brook
trout, including holdovers accord-
ing to MacGregor; Kettle Pond
has rainbows, and I’ve caught
holdovers there. No motorboats
are allowed on Osmore. You carry
your boat and your gear about 150
yards through the picnic area to

the put in. There is no rule about
motors on Kettle Pond, but who’s
going to carry a motor a quarter of
a mile through the woods from the
parking space.  The remote lean-
tos on both ponds are quiet at night
except for the loons, the bullfrogs
and tree frogs … and the crunch
and rustle of the Sasquatch whom,
for some reason, only smaller chil-
dren can be persuaded to hear.

When Terry Hoffer and I spent
our time at Kettle Pond, fishing
the evening and morning rises, we
netted a mess of the ubiquitous
yellow perch on spinning lures
and  a couple of large largemouth
bass and a number of rainbow
trout on streamer flies. We were
serenaded by songbirds and frogs,

given a duet of Wagnerian-propor-
tions by the loons. It rained during
the night, but we stayed dry and
warm. We came home stinking of
fish and wood smoke. And smil-
ing.
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Dot and Morris Burrington of West Danville are among the
many vendors at the Danville Farmers’ Market (Wednesdays, 9
a.m. - 1 p.m. on the Danville Green) and the St. Johnsbury
Farmers’ Market (9 a.m. - 1 p.m. on Pearl Street behind
Anthony’s Diner.) The Burringtons offer plants, wood products,
baked goods and crafts. They have been vendors at these mar-
kets for 16-years. Fresh vegetables are available at both markets,
as are cut flowers, wood and handcrafts, maple products and
many other baked and homemade foods.

l Painting & staining 
l Interior & exterior
l Power Washing   
l sheet rock repair
l Quality Work 
l Free estimates 
l Fully Insured 

Doug Winseck   (802) 626-4071  east Burke

BerKshIre BerKshIre 

PaInTIng CorPoraTIonPaInTIng CorPoraTIon

hubert hawkins, DDS

Bonnie Johnson, RDh
Brenda lane, RDh

Sheila amadon, RDh

(802) 748-2325 
new Patients  Welcomed

PReVenTIVe  CaRe  FOR  a

WhITeR anD BRIghTeR SmIle

Including:
Teeth Whitening; Restorations, Crown,

Bridges, Extractions; 
Complete & Partial Dentures, 

Perio & Endodontic Treatment, 
Seeing Our Patients 

at their Appointed Time.

We emphasize a caring staff with 

Professional Dental Treatment.

1350 main Street, Suite 1  St. Johnsbury VT 05819

H HAWKINS
DENTAL GROUP

WESTERN AVENUE STATION

“your friendly full service station”

Specializing in

w Exhaust systems
w Brakes
“see Dan

the muffler man”
Danny Lapierre,

Mechanic

13 Western Ave. w St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 w (802) 748-2339

Terry Hoffer

Rolf Danielson is a talented
painter with training that
includes four years studying art
history and ceramics at Skidmore
College and five years at the Art
Students League in New York
City. 

“My family is full of
painters,” Danielson says, “and
the opportunity to study figure
painting at the Art Students

League was wonderful. You get a
ton of studio time and everything
you need to progress - cama-
raderie, professional models and
great instructors like Frank
Mason [who has a summer home
in Peacham]. It’s a hard place to
leave.”

Nevertheless, Danielson did
leave the bright lights of New
York and returned to his family
home in Peacham. “It was just
after 9/11,” he says, “and I won-
dered if I was doing what I real-
ly wanted. Much of the
Contemporary Art Scene is
buoyed by the image that suc-
cessful visual artists are exclu-
sive. They produce one-of-a-
kind or extremely limited edi-
tions, which are seen as precious
(and thereby expensive) for their
rarity. There is a snootiness and
politics, and inevitably there are
painters who find themselves

suddenly in fashion, and their
business interests take over. I
was turned off by it, and back in
Vermont I began to think of the
means to market art work at a
level that hasn’t really been done
before.”

Danielson says, “I had
always thought of prints as a step
down from the original art work,
but when you think about it
authors don’t stop with a single
copy of their written work on a
typewriter. They have it pub-
lished. Musicians may sound
better in a concert hall, but their
music is taped and reproduced
for a bigger audience and wider
appreciation. My thought was -
why not the visual arts?”

Danielson studied the mass
marketplace and found stores

like Bed, Bath & Beyond, “the
WalMarts of interior decorat-
ing,” where inexpensive art
prints are sold in mass-produced
frames for well under $100. But,
he thought, there are very high
resolution scanners and high-end
digital printers that are capable
of making prints of a quality
beyond what the human eye can
distinguish from the original. 

Know as Giclee prints (that’s
Gee’clay from the French for a
spray or spurt of liquid) the reso-
lution is extremely high. Using
8-color to 12-color ink jet print-
ers the printing process may take
as long as 90 minutes even on a
relatively “high speed” printer.
In Giclee printing, no screen or
other mechanical devices are
used, and as a result there is no

visible dot screen pattern.
Properly scanned and printed, a
Giclee image can have all of the
tonalities and hues of the origi-
nal. Danielson says, “Giclee is an
art in itself.”

Danielson acquired a state-
of-the-art Epson printer and
using archival inks and archival
papers began to make editions,
he says, in sizes of about 200
prints. Currently his editions
include the work of four artists.
He says, “This is a technology
that is way beyond the process of
making cheap posters or even
museum quality reproductions.” 

The prints are seemingly
indistinguishable from the origi-
nal, and Danielson was pleased,
but he wondered about making a
frame of equivalent quality. He
turned to his sister, Marit, who
was trained as a violin maker at
the great North Bennett Street
School in Boston. Her experi-
ence with the finest of details of
woodworking and a compatible
interest in fine arts was just what
Rolf Danielson was looking for.

Today the Danielson brother
and sister team uses cherry,
maple and walnut and, at times,
stainless steel accents to make
distinctive and unique frames
with cabinet quality joinery and
fine finishes that compliment the
printed artwork. 

The finished products are
striking and made to appeal to 

(See These Are on Next Page)

Peacham Artist
finds Market
niche for
Contemporary
Art Prints

Photo By: North Star Monthly

rolf danielson (left) and his sister Marit are printers and framers of fine art. Here in their Peacham

workshop they use cherry, maple, walnut and even stainless steel accents in the production of frames for

their distinctive and unique art work. 

Properly scanned

and printed, the

Giclee image can

have all of the

tonalities and hues

of the original.



the north Star Monthly    July 2006               13

(Continued from Page 12)

interior designers and consult-
ants of building design. Rolf
Danielson says, “The look is
contemporary, and it’s targeting a
buyer in a metropolitan area.
These are not what one would
call the Vermont or the country
look, a niche that is well repre-
sented by such names as Sabra
Field or Woody Jackson.” 

Marit Danielson says, “It’s a
start. We don’t want to be every-
thing for everyone. With four
artists and a fairly limited array
of frame styles, we are working
on this slowly.” But it is a signif-
icant start, and the Danielsons’
work will be displayed at an
international furniture show in
Las Vegas in July surrounded by
the work of two of Vermont’s
premiere furniture names,
Lyndon Woodworking and
Pompanoosuc Mills Furniture. 

Whether the Danielsons’
work is targeted for metropolitan
areas or rural neighborhoods and
whether or not it carries the
cachet of country or Vermont,
these framed prints could serve
as very fine art in any setting.
They are striking, and they are an
interesting introduction to a mar-
ketplace often clouded by the
intentional mystique of the world
of fashion and art.

These Are

No Ordinary

Wall

Hangings

BILL CHrISTIANSeN 

High summer has finally
arrived. When I was growing up,
this was the pinnacle of baseball
season. The baseball I knew has
little resemblance to the sport
played by kids today. 

Some of the differences are
bigger than others. There were no
adults involved, the field was not
mowed and the bases were what-
ever could be found to mark a a
corner of the infield. Most rules
were made up by the players. One
rule had to do with how to pro-
ceed when the ball was lost in the
long grass. Transportation to the
ball field was by foot or bicycle.

The day started with the kids
arriving at the ball field at about
nine o’clock in the morning. As
soon as a sufficient number had
arrived, the process of choosing
sides began. Two captains were
appointed, and the choosing
began. I don’t remember how the
selection of captains took place.
Everyone was put on a team.
Some days a team might have five
or six members and the next day
ten or 12. Regardless of the num-
ber, the whole team took the field.
There were no bench players. To
decide which team batted first, a
bat was tossed to one of the cap-
tains. He grabbed it in one hand.
The other captain placed his hand
above the first hand. This was

repeated until one hand reached
the top of the bat. That team got to
bat first.

Baseball equipment was a
problem. Not everyone had a
glove. Those that did brought
them. When the sides changed at
the end of an inning, gloves were
left on the field so the next person
in that position could use one. A
certain amount of swapping
around was done so hopefully
everyone ended up with a glove.
Bats were also in short supply.
Most bats were privately owned
and were hand-me-downs from
older kids. The best bats were
ones that were cracked and had
been repaired with black electri-
cian’s tape. While these tended to
be light and easy to swing, when
you hit a ball they would sting

your hands. Balls were not much
different. After a while, the cover
would come off the ball, leaving a
wad of string. To prevent the
string from unwinding, the balls
were given a new cover, using the
same black electrician’s tape.
From that point forward the ball
was no longer round, and it took
some strange hops. It was also
harder to see, a black ball against
a dark background.

When it came to batting, there
were endless arguments about the
way the bat hit the ball. The myth
was that if you hit the ball on the
trade mark of the bat, the bat
would shatter into a million
pieces. For some reason, it was
believed the trade mark weakened
the bat. It did not make any dif-
ference if the trade mark was
printed on the bat or engraved
into the wood. Every time some-
one came to bat, everyone would
watch to see that the trademark
did not hit the ball. With a cracked
bat, I’m not sure that was a real
problem.

The game would continue
until about Noon or it became too
hot to play. Eventually, everyone
drifted away, and that would be it
for the day. The afternoons were
the time for swimming, and no
one ever played ball in the after-
noon. 

Those were the days when
every town had a town ball team.
A couple of times a week, the
town teams would have a game in
the early evening. The teams were
made up of the older youth and
young men of the community.
The town team was the primary
source of the cracked bats and
damaged balls that we used.

One of the high points of the
ball season was when a semi-pro-
fessional team came to town to
play the locals. The one I remem-
ber the most was called “The
Bearded House of David.” I
believe the team was from some-
place in Pennsylvania. They
would arrive, put up posters
announcing the game, usually for
the next day. After the game they
would be gone, maybe to return in
a month or so. I don’t think the
local team ever won a game, even
when they brought in “ringers”
from surrounding towns. Ringers
on the local team were always an
issue. If an unfamiliar face
showed up on the field is was
assumed this was a big time play-
er from away.

This was a time of equal
opportunity. As I mentioned earli-
er, everyone who showed up got
to play. One of our regular players
was born with no toes or fingers.
He had great flexibility in the

palms of his hands. He could not
run very fast but he was willing to
try. It was a kind of rule, that
which ever side choose Donny, he
would be the catcher, and he did
an excellent job at it. Donny was
often chosen first and that took
care of the catcher for that team.
No one really liked to catch since
pitchers were so wild. I don’t ever
remember any girls showing up to
play. Today I wonder what we
would have done. My guess is
they would have played along
with the rest of us.

By August the baseball season
was over. Everyone seemed to
have lost interest, and the group
dwindled away. While the season
began with great enthusiasm, it
often died with a whimper.

every town Had a 

town Ball team

This was the pinna-

cle of baseball sea-

son.

Open Tuesday - Saturday 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Sunday 1 - 5 p.m.

Open Mondays 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
mid-May through mid-October

Planetarium shows:
Saturday & Sunday at 1:30
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June 30 - July 6 An Incon-

venient Truth (2006, US)
[NR]  Director:  Davis
Guggenheim. A passionate
and inspirational look at Al
Gore’s fervent crusade to
halt global warming’s deadly
progress in its tracks by
exposing the myths and mis-
conceptions that surround it.
Catamount Arts, St.
Johnsbury. (802) 748-2600.

1 Vance Gilbert, Middle Earth
Music, Bradford.

2 Old Freight Train, Trapp
Meadow, Stowe.

3 DeSol plays Montpelier on
Independence Day, Thrush
Tavern, Montpelier.

7 Picture This, Middle Earth
Music, Bradford.

7 Regina Hart Quartet,
Hopkins Center, Hanover,
NH.

7 Paul Simon, Champlain
Valley Exposition, Essex.

7-20 disappearances (2006,
US) [NR]  Director: Jay
Craven. Set during
Prohibition, Disappearances

tells the story of Quebec
Bill, an impossible dreamer
and schemer who needs fast
cash after a lightning storm
destroys his barn.  Bill
hatches a plan to steal 20
cases of whiskey from
Canada’s most notorious
bootlegger and smuggle it
back across the border to
Vermont. Catamount Arts,
St. Johnsbury.

8 Viscus, Middle Earth Music,
Bradford.

8 Catamount Arts Annual
Garden Tour, St. Johnsbury.
(802) 748-2600.

12 Phil Lesh and Friends, Trey
Anastasio Band, Mike
Gordon with Benevento,
Champlain Valley
Exposition, Essex.

14 Aztec Two Step, Middle
Earth Music, Bradford.

14 Margaret Cho with Lisp,
Hopkins Center, Hanover,
NH.

15 Drunk Stuntmen, Middle
Earth Music, Bradford.

15 Solarfest, Tinmouth.

16 Orleans, Trapp Meadow,
Stowe.

16 Jazz on  a Sunday
Afternoon, Catamount Arts,
St. Johnsbury.

18 Eiko & Koma, Hopkins
Center, Hanover, NH.

19-25 Big Apple Circus,
Fullington Farm, Hanover,
NH.

21-27 A Prairie Home

Companion (2006, US) [PG-
13]  Director: Robert
Altman. An all-star cast and
a comic backstage fable
about a fictitious radio vari-
ety show that managed to
survive in the age of televi-
sion, but on a rainy night in
St. Paul, MN the cast learns
that tonight’s show will be
its last. Catamount Arts, St.
Johnsbury.

21 Cobalt Blue, Middle Earth
Music, Bradford.

28 Driftwood Citizens, Middle
Earth Music, Bradford.

29 Myra Flynn, Middle Earth
Music, Bradford.

the

ARTSaround

Listen to Josh thomas 
weekdays from 6:00 - 9:00 a.m. 

and hear great music, 
LocaL news, sports and 

tons of chances to win prizes.

Veteran abolitionist Oliver
Johnson (1809-1889), born

and raised in Peacham, is today
best known as the right-hand man
to William Lloyd Garrison.  At age
sixteen, Oliver left Peacham to
become an apprentice as a printer
in Montpelier and later became one
of America’s most noted newspa-
per editors.  

On a trip to his native town in
1869, Johnson wrote to Lyman
Lee, a boyhood friend then living
in Foxcroft, ME.  The two were
raised on neighboring farms on
Cow Hill; both houses and barns
are now gone.  Like many folks at
mid-19th century, Oliver and
Lyman left Peacham in pursuit of
better economic opportunities but
continued to carry their fond mem-
ories of home with them.  

Oliver even specifically men-
tions his debt to Lyman’s mother
who suckled him as a baby when
his own mother could not.  He
comments on the beauty of the site
of the town, but freely gives his
opinion that the beauty was
reduced in his eyes  when the
Academy and the church moved
from the top of the hill.  With the
introduction of tintypes, photo-

graphs could be easily exchanged
for the first time, and Oliver’s letter
indicates that he has sent his and
expects Lyman’s in return.      

128 East Twelfth St., 
New York, July 12, 1869

Friend of My Boyhood Days:
I have just returned from a visit

to Peacham, my native place and
yours.  While there I read, with
great satisfaction, a letter from you
to my brother [Leonard Johnson];
also one from your venerable
mother.  These letters touched the
springs of memory in my heart,
carrying me back to the time (O
how long ago!) when we were
boys together; and I resolved that,
after returning to my home, I
would send you a photographic
likeness of myself, with a friendly
letter.  That resolution I now fulfill.
I hardly know whether or not you
will see in the picture any resem-
blance to my former self.  The dif-
ference between boyhood and age
is very great, the latter often
removes all traces of the former.
The difference is aggravated in my
case, probably, by the full beard,
which of itself is a great change.
But whether you recognize me in

my picture or not, I know you can-
not have forgotten me; and I ven-
ture to hope that you and your ven-
erable mother will be glad to hear
from me.

I was 59 years of age on the
27th of last December, and am in
pretty good bodily condition for
one of my years.  Your mother will
remember that I was a very feeble
infant, born in advance of the regu-
lar time, and that at first it was very
doubtful if I could be raised.  I
probably owe my life to the fact
that, as my mother could not give
me adequate nourishment, I was
often fed from your mother’s
breast.  I cannot pretend to remem-
ber this myself but others have
often mentioned the circumstance,
and I suppose it to be true.  You see
I began to “board round” at a very
early age, my sister carrying me in
her arms from house to house to be
suckled.  Thus it was that I
acquired the strength that enabled
me to survive the perils of infancy,
and to continue my existence to
this day.  Don’t you think it is about
time that I thanked your mother for
her maternal services?  Please tell
her that I am sorry to have neglect-
ed so obvious a duty for so long a
time, and that my only apology is
that the life she supported has been
a very busy and absorbing one,
while for many years I have neither
seen her nor known where she was.

While I was yet a boy, I gave
myself unreservedly to the anti-
slavery cause, and from that day
until the final emancipation of the
slaves, I was almost constantly
engaged in it, either as a lecturer or
an editor.  You, I think, heard me
speak in Peacham more than once.
I was closely identified, all through
the long struggle, with Garrison
and the societies organized and led
by him.  In his absence, at various
times, I edited the Liberator.  For
two years I edited the Anti-Slavery

Bugle in Ohio; for another two
years the Pennsylvania freeman in
Philadelphia; and for twelve years
the National Anti-Slavery Standard

in New York.  Four years, from

1844 to 1848, I was connected with
the editorial staff of The New york

Tribune; and for the last four years
I have been working, managing
editor of the Independent, and
seem likely to continue in this labor
for some time to come.  It is to me
a source of perpetual satisfaction to
have been identified, however
humbly, with the movement for
delivering our country from the
crime and curse of slavery.  But I
had no son, as you had, to bleed
and die in a cause so near my heart.

Having told you so much of
myself, let me now tell you some-
thing about Peacham.  My brother
has sold his farm, and moved to the
Corner into the house next below
Col. Walker’s old place.  He has 20
acres of land, of the old Reuben
Blanchard farm, next below the
Elkins place, which is more than he
should have the care of at his time
of life.  He is in fine condition for a
man so old, and very happy.  His
second wife is an excellent woman,
though her health is feeble.

Peacham never seemed so
beautiful to me as it is now in all
the freshness of its summer garni-
ture.  The farms are generally bet-
ter kept than they used to be, the
owners being better off.  “Penny
Street” is an exception.  The house
where you lived as a boy is no
longer standing; my father’s house
and barns have all been destroyed
by fire.  The two farms have a des-
olate, deserted look that made me
sad.  The soil has deteriorated
under unskillful culture, and the
road is wretchedly rough, grass-
grown and stony.  Once the most
enterprising and thrifty part of the
town, it is now the most dreary and
forsaken.

But oh! The hills of Peacham,
and the views which they com-
mand!  They are enough to ravish
the heart of an artist.  I took with
me a landscape painter, who
sketched for me, from the hill
where the old meeting house stood,
the view of Harvey’s and Roy’s
mountains, with the pond lying
between, and the distant mountains

seen through the opening.  It is one
of the most charming views I have
ever seen.  From the same hill you
can see and distinguish the whole
White Mountain range, Mt.
Adams, Mt. Jefferson, Mt.
Washington, Mr. Lafayette, Mt.
Cannon, etc.; and the nearer farms,
with their fields, fences, and build-
ings, and waving grass and grain,
formed a picture such as the eye
loves to rest upon.

The town has never seemed
quite the same to me since the
meeting house and the Academy
were removed to the Corner.  It is
somewhat like taking the nose
from a man’s face to remove an old
landmark like that meeting-house.
The cemetery on the hill, which in
our youthful days had but few
graves, is now greatly enlarged and
almost filled with monuments to
those whose names and faces were
once familiar to us.   It is one of the
most beautiful country cemeteries I
ever saw, and creditable to the taste
of the living generation.  The town
has begun to erect on the old acad-
emy site, a monument to the sol-
diers who lost their lives in the war
of the rebellion; and the common,
where you and I ate gingerbread on
June training days, is to be sur-
rounded with a neat fence.  You
ought to go back to the dear old
place once more.  You would find
many to welcome you.

My kindest remembrances to
your venerable mother.  I wish I
could see her once more, and talk
over the old times.  Remember me
also to your wife, and to your
brother Seth when you see him.  I
want you to answer this letter, and
send me your photograph as I have
sent you mine.

Your old friend,
Oliver Johnson

The original of this letter in

preserved at the Vermont

Historical Society and was pub-

lished in The Vermonter 39 (May

1934): 142-143.  Letters in this

series are transcribed as written

with no changes to spelling, punc-

tuation, or capitalization. 

Letters from the past
When writing was a necessity and an art

Lynn A Bonfield
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Quality
dealers only

PEACHAM, VERMONT
Voted best New England town
by yankee Magazine in 2005

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT PEACHAM LIBRARY

Joe’s Pond Craft Shop
“ ... traditional crafts 

in an historic barn setting”

Tues - Sat: 9:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Sun: 9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Closed Mondays  (802) 684-2192 

Quilts, Pottery, Rag Rugs and So Much More.

Rt. 2 & 15, West Danville, VT 

Natural To A TeeNatural To A TeeTM

HAS NEW ITEMS...
n ZAP Muscle Rub ~ best bug repellent ever!
n South Texas Aged Mesquite Wood for barbecuing
n 100% Hemp Dresses
n Also, an elaborate John Deere corner
and on-going sales ~ come check it out.

Tuesday- Friday 9:30 - 5
Saturday 10 - 4

Wednesday Senior Discount
Gift Certificates Available

Linda Laviletta
37 Depot Street, Lyndonville, VT
(802) 626-3568 or (802) 467-3454

lindashemp@yahoo.com
www.hempvt.com

H.A. Manosh Corporation
since 1959

We have not one but four drills for your convenience

Well Drilling
Water Systems

Hydrofracturing
Water Treatment

Video Well Inspections
Water Fountains

120 Northgate Plaza

Morrisville, VT 05661

(802) 888-5722 or (800) 544-7666

Web Site: www.manosh.com

DANVILLE SERVICE CENTER
Route 2, Danville Village  684-3481

HOURS: 7-5 Mon. thru Fri. w 8-1 Sat. w Mechanic on Duty

Thank you for your 

continued support.  

We look forward to main-

taining your confidence by

providing the service you

have learned to expect from

the Danville Service Center.

SUSAN BUrGer

I came home from work. My
back hurt. I fed Maximus and
Alfred. The cats went out. I sat
awhile in silence. Then I heard a
“Tock”- pause - “Tock, Tock.” The
sound was metallic with a brush-
ing sound.

I wasn’t paying any particular
attention, but after 20 minutes
that persistent sound penetrated.
It sounded like it was on the roof.
“Oh Hell! it’s the antenna again
(because mine had come down in
a windstorm last winter and was
rubbing off the roof shingles). I
went out and gazed skyward. The
antenna was straight and stalwart.

Back to my chair. And again I
hear this “Chuck - Rub” arrhyth-
mic sequence. “Tock, Tock -

Whoosh - Tock.”
I stood in the living room

staring at the ceiling. But, no!
The sound was coming from the
bathroom. The bathroom?

I walked in and there was a
robin, outside, pecking over and
over at the window and then
jumping against it. Back and
forth along the windowsill then
fluttering up. “Tock, Tock -

Whoosh.” Discovering the source
of this strange sound in no way
mitigated my unease. As long as
you find the right person, I
thought, a mechanical fault can
be fixed. I found it difficult to
think of the Insane Robin Person
(IRP) to call.

Back to my chair. “Tock,

Tock, Tock, Tock, Tock - Swish.”
By now it’s an hour. This was
when the Fear Factor came into
play. I suddenly slewed off into
paranoid behavior almost as silly
as the stupid robin’s.

What if the bird is seriously
diseased? A public health threat?
And then I remembered my
“Help Track West Nile Virus”
notice on my fridge. You are to
report any dead birds you find. It
is school bus yellow with an omi-
nous dead black bird; the same
colors that denote nuclear facili-
ties. My bird wasn’t dead, but
perhaps they exhibit erratic
behavior just before death - like
pecking windows.

Then my mind slipped anoth-
er cog Bird Flu! I’ve seen the pic-
tures on TV. Chickens slaugh-
tered by the tens of thousands.
Space-suited men spraying God
Knows What all over the land-
scape. Do birds with influenza
peck repeatedly at windows?

Who knows?
“Tock - Whish. Tock, Tock -

Tock.”
So being civic-minded and

wanting to stop a pandemic, I
called The West Nile Virus num-
ber. I got a recording saying it
was still too cold for the old
WNV. (Good, I crossed that off
my list.) If there is a problem, call
this number.

It is now 6:30. I call. It is the
Vermont Department of Health. I
got an actual person, Cindy. I
explain my crazed robin. Do I
need to worry about this? Does
anyone? I told Cindy I did not
want to be in a Hitchcock movie;
although I find it difficult to view
a robin as sinister.

Of course, Cindy had no idea
what to do. Insane robins are not
on the list of questions she
answers. She commiserated.
Then she told me to hold on a
minute. The phone went blank
and gave me time to realize how
NUTS I was acting. Bird flu?
West Nile Virus?

Cindy came back. She could-
n’t help but she would be happy
to give me the Avian Rabies
phone number. Birds get rabies?
Cindy said there were no report-
ed cases in North America. That’s
just great - North Danville can be
first on the list! Forget West Nile

Virus. Let’s have the old Avian
Rabies.

I had visions of the Vermont
Health Department (Do they
have official uniforms?) descend-
ing on my house, setting up elab-
orate bird-catching nets and quar-
antining Maximus and Alfred.

I sat in my chair rubbing my
lower back. “Tock, Tock - Swish -

Tock, Tock, Tock.” Enough!
Think of friends who can help. I
called several people who, of
course, weren’t home and left
incoherent (verging on hysteri-
cal) messages on answering
machines. “Call back,” I begged.
No one did.

Then the first sensible
thought I’d had in an hour — call
Charlie Browne from the
Fairbanks Museum. By now I
realized the Fear Factor had
swamped me. Get a grip, Sue! It
didn’t bother me at all to call
Charlie at his home, disrupting
his personal life. “Tock, Tock.” 

When he answered, I
explained both the robin’s crazi-
ness and my own.

And Browne offered the first
sanity I had had in two hours. I
was the third person to call him
this week about the same prob-
lem. Crazed robins had descend-
ed on Caledonia County? Not at
all. Young robins in the mating
season see their reflections in the
window and think it is a rival. So
they fly and peck at themselves.
They get over it eventually. So
the Vermont Health Department
wasn’t going to surround my
house? “No, no,” an avuncular
chuckle; “Just cover your win-
dow with non-reflective material
or wait for him to go away.”

I go to work the next morning
with this amazing story. I am
barely into my tale when Mike
says, “He’s pecking at his own
reflection.” I am astounded. 

“You know about this phe-
nomenon?” 

“Oh sure. We had one that
hung around for two weeks. You
can call him Christopher Robin.”

And that shut me up.
But Christopher he has

become. As I write this it is day
seven of Christopher pecking at
my window. At first, Alfred
would lie on top of the dryer in
the bathroom, golden eyes huge
and aglow. And Maximus would
rumble in to check on this new

noise. But Max is a mouse and
mole guy. And, though Alfred is a
nifty bird catcher he seems to
view Christopher as an unworthy
opponent. At 6:30 a.m., when we
all wake up to the familiar “Tock,

Tock, Tock,” I give them some
lazy pats, say “It’s just
Christopher” and we all roll over
and go back to sleep.

After all of this, what is the
total? Christopher is making new
robins. And I got a funny story.
You simply can’t do better than
that.

Maybe, She Said, It’s
Avian rabies

“Call back,” 

I begged. 

No one did.

Pope library
Monday & friday

10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

wednesday 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Saturday 9 a.m. - Noon.
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Members of the Danville School class of 2006 including (L-R) front row: Brittany Benoit and Heather Rapoza; second row: Brandon Lumbra, Brittany

Fontaine, Samatha Laferriere, Christina Machell, Kayla Towle, Vanessa Willcox-Healey, Brandon Cochran and Megan Foy; and back row: Stone Conroy, Tonya

Friend, Asa White, Megan White, David Daly, Nathaniel Coutu, Joseph Coutu and Henry Pearl attended a banquet and gathering of the DHS alumni association on May

13, 2006.

Also attending the event were Arlene “Ailes” Hubbard and Lena “Eldred” Rich, who saw each other for the first time since their graduation in 1929. Both

are 94. They graduated form Danville at the age of 17, and although they both live in Vermont and write each other often they hadn’t seen each other for 77

years. Arlene and Lena spent the entire evening side by side reminiscing. They were the main topic of conversation.

From Our Youngest To Our Oldest
We Thank You For Supporting Our Annual Alumni Association Banquet.
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�Close to Home, but Far from
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SALE
DAYS

30%
Robert Duncan

Check Out Our SidewalkTable!

STANDING SEAM
COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL

FREE ESTIMATES

On-site Pan-forming, Many Colors Available

(800) 411-1108 n (802) 748-9622

Jean Tarricone calls horses
her passion. She says driving her
team of Dutch Friesans in the
woods is about as good as it gets,
but in mid-May Tarricone
pushed open the door to her
retail shop on Hill Street in

Danville, and as she gives us a
tour it’s clear there is no shortage
of passion in here. The sign over
the door reads “The Village Post,
Fine Apparel, Home Decor.” 

Tarricone admits that her
background is not all about

retail, but she has an eye for fine
clothes and fine furnishings, and
it shows. The Village Post is full
of them.

“I always admired a couple
of shops on Newbury Street in
Boston and another in Hanover,”
she says, “and when Marty
Beattie asked if I’d be interested
in opening a place in his remod-
eled building across from the
Danville Green, I thought seri-
ously about it. There are people
like me who drive great dis-
tances for things like this and, I
thought, why not open a store in
Danville. This can be as nice as
any of them.”

Tarricone credits Marty

Beattie and his son Plynn who
are restoring the building, the
site of the 19th century Eagle
Hotel. After the great Danville
fire in 1889, the Eagle was gone,
but this building on the corner of
Hill Street and US 2 was one of
the first to be rebuilt and on the
hotel’s original foundation. For
many years it was Charles
Dole’s store, and historic pic-
tures of the Village show the
building and its straight lines,
covered porches and a tower
with a spire on the corner.

“It’s a beautiful building with
a ton of potential,” says
Tarricone, “and they [the
Beatties] gave me free reign

inside.” The south wall of the
lower level shop facing on Hill
Street is dominated by the build-
ing’s stone foundation, and an
interesting rectangular space set
into the wall is apparently the
last remains of the original vault
from the hotel. 

Tarricone has a striking array
of women’s clothing and home
furnishings, which represent
“classic styles with a contempo-
rary look.” She says, “I think of
them as today’s fashions with
timeless considerations.” The
result is understated but beauti-
ful - stylish but clearly appealing
for its influence of proven tradi-
tions.

The Village Post clothing
inventory includes names like
One Girl Who…, Christopher
Blue Jeans, Farinas, Donna
Degman and Clever Carriage.
There are furnishings by Ancient
Graffiti from Middlebury and
Union Street Glass from San
Francisco as well as very unusu-
al glass vases from Italy and an
assortment of wonderful
antiques from New England and
beyond. 

She says, “I want to expand
with a bigger selection of home
accessories including wool blan-
kets, pillows, rugs, quilts, more
lighting fixtures and gallery
pieces. I want to have something
for every woman. I will always
carry clothing by ISDA and
Three Dots. They represent cot-
ton that wears forever.” 

Tarricone has found a line of
jewelry that, she says, has
attracted a lot of attention. It’s by
Sandra Messinger whose designs
are inspired by interpretations of
the natural environment. Much
of it is formed from matte ham-
mered silver with shapes and a
finish that suggest the organic
forms found in water and on
land. 

Tarricone says, “Women
need to make a statement about
themselves, and I admire those
who do. If I can satisfy their
interest and curiosity without
them having to drive off to
Hanover or farther then I’ll be
very happy.”

Since its opening in May,
Tarricone says the response to
The Village Post has been excel-
lent. Women find it “inviting,
elegant and a delightful addi-
tion” to the existing stores in
greater St. Johnsbury. “I appreci-
ate their enthusiasm,” she says,
“and I look forward to seeing
them come back.” 

The Village Post Opens

on Hill Street in

Danville

Jean Tarricone and The Village Post have a striking array of women’s clothing and home furnishings,

which represent “classic styles with a contemporary look.”
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Route 5 n Broad Street, Lyndonville, VT 05851

(802) 626-5996 or (800) 439-5996

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9-5 n Sat 9-3 n Closed Sunday

save
35% to 50%

off retail
Lyndon furniture
factory seconds
over 100 tables

and over
200 chairs
available

n Lyndon furniture - Solid cherry, maple, oak 
and walnut. Custom sizes and designs available.

n clayton-marcus Sofas, love seats & Reclining Chairs
n Lane Reclining chairs, sofas & love seats
n simmons Beautyrest Mattresses & box springs
n tempur-pedic swedish Mattresses & pillows
n hubbardton-forge, Vermont-made wrought iron lamps
n ridgeway Grandfather floor clocks
n area rugs - 50% off selected area rugs

Vermont made

stahler furniture

Sunflower
Consignment Shop

When you’re out “yard saling”,
put us on your list of places to stop!!

l Good quality clothing & housewares
l Ever expanding Christmas Corner
l New Bargain section
l Alterations & other sewing services available

Hours: Wednesday - Friday 10-5 & Saturday 9-1
St. Johnsbury on Rt. 5
(802)748-0148       Now accepting e y

A series of summer work-
shops and courses at the
Fairbanks Museum and
Planetarium will explore
nature’s complexity and beauty.
There is no better place to learn
about thunderstorms and mag-
nets, owls and bumblebees,
electricity and volcanoes. And
there is no better place to
explore the wonders of our nat-
ural world.

For kids and families, the
Museum will host a weekly

Fridays@Fairbanks program,
from 10:30 a.m. – Noon, from
July 7 - August 18. Every week
there is a new surprise as
Museum staff draws on its
knowledge and creativity to
explore the fascinating world of
bugs, plants and rocks.
Fridays@Fairbanks is free with
Museum admission and offers a
lot of fun for kids of all ages.

Professor David Conant
teaches biology at Lyndon State
College, and for six Wednesday

evenings (July 5 - August 9) he
will bring his lifelong passion
for “Ferns of the Northeast
Kingdom” to the Museum. It’s
difficult not to feel the excite-
ment that Conant delivers with
his course. His enthusiasm
reflects decades of studying
ferns around the world. He start-
ed as an undergraduate doing
research at the University of
New Hampshire, when he was
introduced to the sheer pleasure
(and the sometimes-painstak-

ing) efforts of botanical
research. “Inspiration comes
from knowing that with every
hike or climb or walk in the
woods, a new discovery may be
a step away,” he says. That was
the case when he and his mentor
from UNH literally tumbled on
the path of a rare fern on Mt.
Hebron. 

Conant has been studying
ferns – large and small – ever
since, and his pursuit has led
him to rainforests in South
America, Australia and the
South Pacific.

Why ferns? Conant marvels
at the beauty of their symmetry.
“In evolutionary theory, form
has a function,” he says. But
ferns, which do not rely on
insects or any other animal to
generate new plants, have their
own exquisite, feathery leaves
with no obvious earthly reason,
other than to be admired. Ferns
have been around since the big
dinosaurs, over 350 million
years, maybe more. They have
changed over time, and new fern
groups have emerged, but ferns
have remained essentially the
same plants with large leaves
that produce spores. What fasci-
nates Conant is the place this
plant – the first known plants

with large leaves – has in our
natural world.

Botanic artist Susanna
Bowman transports her unique
skill and vision to the Museum
for a third year. In addition to
her artistic talent, Bowman is an
instructor in scientific illustra-
tion and currently serves as a
consultant to the Lantecilla
Botanic Garden in Tela,
Honduras. She taught at the
Worcester Art Museum and pre-
sented a living exhibit as the
Garden Interpreter at Old
Sturbridge Village.

This year, Bowman will
teach two courses, “Nature Art
for Kids,” which is geared for
children ages 8 - 11 and
“Wetland Plants in Pencil and
Paint.” Both courses use artistic
expression as a tool for careful
observation. “Nature Art for
Kids” will be held Monday
through Friday, July 10 - 14,
from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
“Wetland Plants in Pencil and
Paint” runs Monday through
Friday, July 31 - August 4, from
10:00 - 2:30 p.m.

For more about these and
other summer programs, call the
Museum at (802) 748-2372.
Pre-registration is required.

Summer Discoveries at
the fairbanks Museum 

Imagine Yourself at the
Peacham Library

BeTSy SMITH

In the world of words, the

imagination is a force of nature.

- Wallace Stevens

Can you imagine a world
without imagination?  The stars
and constellations would have no
names.  Your meat wouldn’t be
cooked and you favorite cake
would never have been baked.
Strawberries would still be tiny, a
day’s picking barely enough for a
pie.  (But, then, you wouldn’t
imagine a pie, would you, so
where’s the harm?)  Without
imaginations at work everything
would be so very, very different.

This summer the Peacham
Library will celebrate the joy and
excitement of a world chock full
of imaginative people.

On alternate Wednesday
mornings we will welcome chil-
dren to share with us in stories
and activities both fun and fan-
tastic.  (See calendar of events in
this paper and at Library.)  They
will enjoy the eye in the Night

Sky exhibit that Mark Breen will
bring to the Library on July 20.
Then, on August 21, the Boston
Museum of Science will produce
Science Magic, also at the
Library.

The imagination and knowl-
edge of food connoisseur Ed
Behr will be explored, with him,
at the Peacham Library and
Friends of the Library combined
annual meetings on July 10.

The night sky will be probed
and marveled at during our
Summer Lecture Series on
Astronomy in July and August.
Our programs will be: Mark
Breen with his eye on the Night

Sky on July 20; Professor Robert
Caldwell, cosmologist, on July
27; family star gazing on August
3; and Andrew Chaikin, contem-
plating the possibility of a
manned mission to Mars, on
August 10.  All Summer Series
lectures begin at 7:30 p.m.

The fruits of the imaginations
of artist and artisans of the past
will be on display and for sale at
the Friends of the Library Annual
Antique Show and Sale at
Peacham Elementary School on
July 22, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Together with the show comes an
opportunity to partake of one of
the best lunches in the Northeast

Kingdom.
Village Harmony will sing,

and sing gloriously, for their sup-
per at the Peacham Congrega-
tional Church at 7:30 p.m. on
August 13.  Come prepared to be
delighted.

Finally, on the 20th of July
and the 17th of August, at 1:15
p.m., our Senior Movies (so-
called because they follow senior
meals) will be shown.  They will
involve a close friendship
between a white southern matron

and her black chauffeur (July 20)
and two lovely ladies who dress
in lavender and rescue a beached
young man (August 13).  Sorry,
but our movie license doesn’t
allow us to publish the titles of
movies we plan to show.

These events, together with
the new magazine subscriptions,
audio books, videos and DVD’s,
along with the hundreds of books
we’ve added to our collection,
should keep your own imagina-
tion spinning all summer long.
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Terry Hoffer

Judy Smiley has an easy way
about her hometown. She and her
husband live in Lunenburg
between the bright lights of St.
Johnsbury to the west and the
glow of Lancaster and the White
Mountains Attractions in New
Hampshire to the east.

Smiley says, “We moved here

from Windsor [Vermont] in
1988,” and she remembers that
when they first arrived, people
seemed kind of standoffish. “I
don’t think it was anything in par-
ticular, but people just didn’t drop
by as they did in Windsor. So I
started going to church.”

There are three Methodist
churches that form the Northeast
Kingdom United Methodist

Parish. One is on the Common
near US 2 in Lunenburg; one is in
the southern-most corner of the
town, that’s Gilman, the village
dominated by the paper mill of the
same name; and the third is just
over the town line on the Oregon
Road in East Concord.

All three of these churches are
relatively isolated, and yet all have
fascinating histories and long-
standing multi-generation family
memberships. Each has members
for whom the family Bible holds
the hand-scribed records of bap-
tisms, church school events, wed-
dings, anniversaries and funerals -
all conducted at the church. The
churches each represent a family
gathering place and a central focus
for their neighborhood spiritual
and social activity. The expression
is well worn and an unfortunate
cliché, but this is where it really
fits. All three churches are an
enormous part of their community.

Each has a devoted, however
small,  congregation and it faith-
fully turns out for fundraisers and
church socials, and it pitches in to
support the respective and collec-
tive financial needs of the church-
es in the Northeast Kingdom
Methodist Parish. But like most
congregations today, attendance at
weekly services is down, the
expenses of operations at the insti-
tutions are up, and capital
improvements keep getting
deferred.

Shortly after settling in
Lunenburg Smiley decided to go
to the United Methodist Church in
Gilman, and she started to attend
its services. “There were 12 of
us,” she says, “and we had lay
speakers. We rotated each week
from Gilman to East Concord to
Lunenburg. It worked, but it was
hard to really feel like you
belonged.” Smiley began to meet
and know people throughout the
town, and she was getting to be
known. She was elected to serve a
term as Lunenburg’s town clerk,
and her enthusiasm for the church

was admired. She now serves as
chair of the pastor-parish relations
board for the three-church parish.
“The support we get from each
other is so important,” she says.
“People look out for each other if
anyone needs anything - whether
it’s a casserole, a lawn mowed or a
helpful hand - it gets done.”

The Lunenburg United

Methodist Church was construct-
ed in 1838. It has a spectacular set-
ting on the Lunenburg Common.
The sanctuary and building are
beautiful, and they represent a siz-
able investment for a community
that was established when farming
and logging were king and queen.
The building never had running
water, but it does have a modern
forced hot-air furnace, and by

Photos By: North Star Monthly

The east Concord Church is on the oregon road between US 2 and Gilman. ruth Macdonald (left) says, “People

today are just different,” and she wonders who, after her husband, will mow the lawn.  Howard Macdonald is in cen-

ter. Pastor Hank Cheney is at right.

Judy Smiley is chair of the pastor parish relations committee of the

three-church parish. Here in the church in Lunenburg she says,

“The support we get from each other is so important. People look

out for each other if anyone needs anything.”

northeast Kingdom
United Methodist Parish
faces a Steep Climb to
the Mountaintop

The Lunenburg United Methodist Church was built on the town

common in 1838. The building never had running water, but it does

have a new furnace.

Goodrich’s Maple Farm
2427 US Rt. 2, Cabot, VT 05647

(802) 426-3388
goodrichsmaple@yahoo.com    www.goodrichmaplefarm.com

AWARD-WINNING MAPLE SYRUP & PRODUCTS

Custom Tubing Installation & Consultation

Retail        Wholesale        Mail Order

Your Largest Local Selection
of Maple Equipment

New & Used Equipment
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lMad River Canoes
l Life Vests l Paddles
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l Slumberjack Sleeping Bags
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Camping and Kayaking
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Over 80 Years

l U.S.G.S. Maps
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Tues., Thurs., & Fri.

10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Sat.

9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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practical standards it is handi-
capped accessible. According to
Smiley, the building needs foun-
dation work, but with the focus on
fund-raising for monthly expens-
es, capital improvements are hard
to plan for.

The Gilman United Methodist
Church was built in 1924 as part
of the Isaac Gilman legacy. Isaac
Gilman came to Vermont from

New York and bought the Dalton
Paper Company mill in 1915.
Under Gilman’s leadership (some
say his tyranny) the mill pros-
pered, and the village was named
for its owner. The church was con-
structed near Gilman’s mansion
on a hill looking down on the mill.
By the mid 1900’s the Gilman
paper mill had two paper-making
machines and 1,200 employees,
many of whom commuted to work
by railroad, yet a sizable number
lived in the village, attended serv-
ices at the church and were drawn
to the sound of its carillon. The
sanctuary is considerably higher
than ground level and, for some, it
is a challenge to climb up and
down its stairs, but the church has
a kitchen and dining room, a stage
and bathrooms. 

At one time there was a par-
sonage in Gilman, but it was sold,
and proceeds from the sale have,
over time, been used for critical
improvements to the church.
Smiley says, “The money is gone,
and the account was closed, but
the use of the money was neces-
sary.” Currently the building is
compliant with fire and safety
codes, but the church is in need of
considerable maintenance and
repairs.

The East Concord United
Methodist Church was construct-
ed after a fire in 1898, which
destroyed its predecessor. Like the
others, its heyday was in the mid-
dle of the 20th century. A beautiful
wainscoted sanctuary, an electri-
fied outhouse and a well restored
horse and carriage shed are very
much a part of its charm. The East
Concord Church has been able to
maintain a memorial fund, and the
building is, to this day, in sound
physical shape. There is a memo-
rial Christmas tree and regular
suppers to benefit the church on
Mothers’ and Fathers’ Days as
well as one during fall foliage. The
biggest event of the year is on
Memorial Day when the church
salutes its former pastors, George
L. Fox and Reverend Leonard
Fuller, who both lost their lives in
the course of military service. 

Next-door neighbor and

church member Ruth MacDonald
says, “A lot of the old people who
contributed to the church are gone.
People today are just different,”
and she wonders who will organ-
ize the next supper and who, after
her husband, Howard, will mow
the church lawn. 

Howard MacDonald remem-
bers seeing 40-50 people at church
every Sunday. Today, in the rota-
tion of the congregations among
all three churches, there may be 20
at Sunday worship, and if there are
over 30, people are talking about
it.

According to the most recent
census of the Troy Conference of
the United Methodist Church (that
includes all of the United
Methodist Churches in Vermont
and in New York from Albany
north to the Canadian line and
west to the Adirondacks), at the
end of 2004, Lunenburg had 45
members (with an average atten-
dance at Sunday services of 12)
and a fund balance of $5,000.
Gilman reported 46 members (14
at Sunday services), a fund bal-
ance of $2,000 and other indebted-
ness of $4,500. The church in East
Concord reported 52 members (12
at weekly services) and a fund bal-
ance of $30,705.

Hank Cheney is currently the
half-time pastor of the Northeast
Kingdom United Methodist
Parish. The three churches are
each expected to contribute $670
monthly for pastoral support,
including salary and benefits, and
with fewer members the monthly
contribution has become no small
task. According to Cheney, the
conference has the three-church
parish on mission status and there-
by waves the annual contribution
to the conference from the parish,
and actually the conference subsi-
dizes the churches in the amount
of about $12,000 each year.

Smiley says, “The Conference
has promised to do its best, and it
wants to keep the parish going, but
somehow and some way we will
have to pay our own way. It may
be impossible to keep this up even
with a part-time pastor.”

To someone who simply
crunches numbers, it could be
argued that it would be cheaper to
close one church - and cheaper
still to close two. But for those
who understand the value of
multi-generational family tradi-
tions and the strength of commu-
nity there is no way that will make
sense. The value of the churches,
as in having a place where one

belongs and where giving and get-
ting help to and from each other,
has a value that money cannot
buy.

Cheney says, “The congrega-
tion comes to life on Wednesday
evenings when the combined
choir meets and 10 people
between the ages of 12 and 85
meet with guitar accompaniment
and they sing and they laugh in
preparation for Sunday worship.

“There  are women’s groups
that sponsor special events and
mission projects and give scholar-
ships for church camp. They send
greeting cards to the homebound
and to people in need beyond the
membership of the churches.

“There have been adult study
groups that meet in people’s
homes. In fact, with the high cost
of fuel oil many of the church
activities were hosted in private
homes including the office of the

pastor.”
Cheney recently announced

his retirement from his status as
part-time pastor effective October
1, and he did so with terribly
mixed feelings. “The people are
wonderful,” he says. “I know how
important all three of the churches
are to their members and their
communities. Maybe there is an
opportunity for a larger  role for
lay preachers, but deferred main-
tenance and the expenses of main-
taining the buildings are not going
to go away. Everyone wishes
things could be as they used to be,
but I’m afraid that’s not something
that’s going to happen. Part of me
is afraid that one or more of the
churches will be closed. It’s not a
decision that I will be a part of, but
it can happen. A lot of these people
are my friends, and I hope they
find a way to prevent that from
happening.”

Photos By: North Star Monthly

The east Concord Church is on the oregon road between US 2 and Gilman. ruth Macdonald (left) says, “People

today are just different,” and she wonders who, after her husband, will mow the lawn.  Howard Macdonald is in cen-

ter. Pastor Hank Cheney is at right.

The sanctuary of the Gilman Church is beautiful, but it needs maintenance

and repairs. Last winter Pastor Hank Cheney and a local family wanted to

have a funeral in the church, but there was not enough oil in the tank to

heat the building.  A special collection was taken to raise $200 to buy fuel

oil, and the funeral went on as planned.

The Gilman United Methodist Church was built in 1924 as part of

the Isaac Gilman legacy.

Everyone wishes

things could be as

they used to be. 

- Pastor Hank Cheney

Route 5, Lyndonville, VT

(802) 626-9396

Great Beer
Gourmet Pizza

Open Fri. & Sat. 11am - 9 pm

Pizza Served until 9 pm

Fine Apparel   Home Decor

Located across from the Danville Green

Tuesday - Friday 10 - 5:30

Saturday 10 - 4

Closed Sunday & Monday

(802) 684-3305
15 Hill Street
PO Box 245

Danville, VT 05828

. 
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Barnet

Town Clerk: William Hoar
Selectboard: Ted Faris, Stanley
Robinson and Gary Bunnell

June 12, 2006
Highway Access Permit – Board
tabled request for access permit from
George Trefethen for  driveway on
Brook Hill Road for property to be
sold to Timothy McGee.
Construction Permit in town

right of way – Zoning Board chair-
man Dennis McLam asked Board’s
opinion as to what zoning board
should do about Laura Jean Stuart’s
request  to build  retaining wall in
front of her building in Barnet
Village in town right of way. Zoning
Officer told Stuart she could come
out two feet, but Stuart wants to
come out farther than that. Board
agreed to the two foot area for the
retaining wall.
transfer Station – Board noted
results of inspection of Barnet trans-
fer station. The facility was found to
be in pretty good shape. Board noted
discrepancies have been resolved.
Recent Eagle Scout project with
Sean and Patrick Bishop included
work inside transfer station building
to create a cubicle for attendant.
Diesel and fuel Oil Bids – After
review of fuel oil and diesel bids
Board agreed to purchase fuel from
Fred’s Plumbing and Heating at set
prices of 2.499/gal. for fuel oil and
2.589/gal. for low sulfur diesel for
year starting June 1, 2006.  Fred’s
was only bidder offering a set price.
Other bids were KMJ Precision Fuels
Inc. (.25/gal.over rack price for
diesel; fuel oil pre buy at 2.549 for
8,500 gal. paid in advance) and
Northern Petroleum (.215/gal. over
rack price for diesel).
Overweight vehicle – Board
approved overweight vehicle permit
for Murray Transport.
Zoning Board - Planning

Commission – Board accepted resig-
nation of Marvin Bailey from zoning
board and planning commission with
regret and appointed Bruce Denio to
complete term. Board reappointed
Dennis McLam and David White to
four year terms as of July 1, 2006.  
fireworks – Board noted that private
fireworks displays need permits
signed by someone in town.  Board
agreed to not sign any such permits
for individuals.

Cabot

Town Clerk: Chris Kaldor
Selectboard: Larry Gochey, Caleb
Pitkin and Ted Domey 

June 8, 2006
town website – Board discussed list
of various activities on official town
website.
Paving Bond – Board voted to sign
documents for $300,000 paving
bond.

Community Service Award – Chris
Kaldor noted nominees for
Community Service Award to be pre-
sented at Cabot School graduation.  
financial reports – Chris Kaldor
reviewed budget and town financial
statements to date.

June 21, 2006
traffic Sign – Ted Domey noted
several requests for a stop sign at
Glinka Road. Domey offered to pro-
vide sign for road crew to install.
liquor license – Board approved
liquor license for Cabot Village
Store.

Danville

Town Clerk: Virginia Morse
Selectboard: Marion Sevigny, Larry
Gadapee, Rick Sevigny, Marvin
Withers and Michael Walsh

June 1, 2006
Planning Commission – On recom-
mendation of planning commission
Board appointed Tracy Zschau, Dave
Machell, Andrea Machell, Dave
Houston and Alan Parker to town’s
new conservation commission.
Cemetery repairs – Louise Lessard
and Tom Simons met with Board and
reported that CVPS will help in cut-
ting some trees at Ward Cemetery.
Road crew will help in removal once
trees are down.
road Crew – Kevin reported that he
has always authorized overtime for
road crew, but at last pay date town
treasurer would not accept his signa-
ture on time cards for overtime.
Board voted to give Kevin Gadapee
full authority to authorize road crew
overtime and to authorize payment
for overtime by signing time cards.
Road crew will be on summer hours
working four 10½  hour days from
June 5 to Labor Day.
winter Sand – Kevin reported
prices of winter sand: $4 per yard
from Kirk Fenoff and $5 from
Calkins Rock Products. Board voted
to buy sand from Kirk Fenoff. 
town equipment – Board discussed
price for a new plow on road fore-
man’s new pickup: $3,910.80 for a
stainless steel commercial plow by
Fisher from Ash Supply or $3,900 for
a regular duty plow from South Main
Body. Board voted to acquire heavy
duty plow from Ash Supply. 
roadside Mowers – On recommen-
dation of road foreman, Board agreed
to a lease purchase agreement with
Town of St. Johnsbury and
Caterpillar Financial Co. Cost to
Danville will be $4,917 for each of
ten years. The price is $17 more than
the current four week rental and the
mower and tractor equipment will be
available for the whole summer sea-
son and used by both towns. 
Guard rail – On recommendation
of road foreman Board agreed to not
install a metal guard rail that is not
required for a hazard.
Personnel – Board discussed Scott
Palmer’s request for pay for vacation

time lost in August when he had not
taken it by his employment anniver-
sary date. After discussion with road
foreman Board voted to deny the
request.
Sheriff’s Contract – After discus-
sion Board voted to not approve sher-
iff’s department contract.
Sewer Plant – Board approved 20
year sewer plant report to state pre-
pared by Earth Tech. 
Curbcut – Board approved curbcut
request from Corine Sackett on
Peacham Road. 
fireworks – Board discussed
request for fireworks permit on Joe’s
Pond and agreed to convey request to
fire chief.
tax Sale – On request of tax collec-
tor Board agreed to proceed with tax
sale on several properties that have
had delinquent taxes for several
years. 
Service Officer – Board agreed to
accept position of service officer. 
Dog warrant – Board reviewed list
of delinquent dog licenses and voted
to sign dog warrant.
Personnel – After executive session
to discuss a personnel matter no
action was taken.

June 15, 2006
Personnel – Board reviewed letter
from Town Treasurer Ginnie Morse
clarifying matter of road foreman’s
authorization of payment for road
crew overtime. Treasurer had asked
for written authorization for paying
road crew overtime for its attendance
at a Board meeting, as opposed to
time for work on road related duties.
After discussion Board voted to
authorize Road Foreman Kevin
Gadapee to sign road crew overtime
for road related activities and for all
overtime hours worked.
Sheriff Patrol – George Baxter
offered to donate $2,400 for sheriff
patrols on US #2 in West Danville in
July and August and requested Board
earmark any reimbursed fines col-
lected from these patrols for use in
West Danville the following year.
Board voted to accept Baxter’s dona-
tion provided it would not result in
increased liability for town. Merton
Leonard will check with Attorney
Judy Corso on liability. 
recreation fields – On request of
Marvin Pritchard, Board approved
use of $2,600 from tennis court fund
for resurfacing tennis courts, patch-
ing outdoor basketball court and
repairing fence at ballfield. 
road Crew – Road Foreman Kevin
Gadapee reported road crew has been
cleaning up tree blowdowns, grad-
ing, brush cutting, ditching and haul-
ing winter sand. Peacham Road has
been repaved.
roadside Mowing – Road foreman
expects leased roadside mower to
arrive in early July. 
Board of listers – Merton Leonard
reported listers have been busy dis-
cussing reappraisal issues with
landowners.
Conservation Commission – Board

voted to establish  town conservation
commission for management of natu-
ral heritage issues and act in advisory
capacity to planning commission and
Board, as defined in the Natural
Heritage Chapter of the town plan, as
well as any other plans and goals at
discretion of Board. 
fuel Oil – Board agreed to sign up
for fixed price delivery of fuel oil
from Calkins Oil provided pre-buy
price is not any cheaper.
Zoning Administrator – Board
voted to buy a computer for zoning
administrator office at a price not to
exceed $625.
town Hall – Board agreed to have
town hall painted off-white color
rather than bright white.
road Cut – Board authorized road
cut for an underground power line for
Trevor Bunnell on McDowell Road. 
Curbcut – Board approved curbcut
for Michael Kuligask on
McReynolds Road. 
Milfoil Prevention – Board
approved annual grant application
for prevention of Eurasian milfoil.
Design review Board – Board
accepted with regret Ida Rainville’s
resignation from design review
board.
Planning Commission Board –

Board accepted with regret Jeremy
McMullen’s resignation from plan-
ning commission. 
Personnel – Board reviewed letter
from Scott Palmer asking reconsider-
ation of his request for compensation
for 30.5 hours lost vacation time,
based on time cards that showed his
vacation time and that of road fore-
man in July and August of 2005.
After a motion made to approve the
request, Larry Gadapee abstained
from the consideration vote and
motion failed to pass after a tie vote. 

lyndon 

Town Clerk - Lisa Barrett
Selectmen: Martha Feltus, Bruce
James and Rob Elmes

May 15, 2006
Highway report – Art Sanborn
reported Park & Ride project is fin-
ished.
Sewer line Bill – On Bob
Howland's request that his bill for
work on wastewater line near his
property be abated as the problem did
not appear to be with his line, Board
agreed to put bill on hold until cam-
era work is completed and cause of
problem be determined.
Access Permit – Board approved
access permit for John and Eva
Emery on Rod Key Street.
excess weight Permits – Board
approved excess weight permits for
Donald Beattie, Larry Brown
Logging, Ulric Norris and Kermit
Weed. 
red village road – After review of
paving bids from Pike Industries and
Gorman Brothers, Board voted to
accept bid from Pike Industries to
pave Red Village Road and a section
of Sheldon Brook Road.
Development review Board –

Board discussed starting a develop-
ment review board.
Merger Committee – Board dis-
cussed forming committee to further
process of town village merger.
Cemetery – Gary Paris asked Board
to establish a policy for cremation
plot pricing and marking in cemetery
area designated for cremation buri-
als. Perpetual Care agreements were

approved for Gail Paradis & Joanne
Langmaid and Durwood & Beverly
Tripp.
Paintball – Board agreed that paint-
ball gallery in the Pine Ridge area
does not violate zoning bylaws, how-
ever Board would like planning and
zoning board to consider a bylaw to
address this type of activity.  
litigation – After executive session
to discuss current litigation, no action
was taken.

May 31, 2006
Highway report – At 38% through
year total highway budget is 28%
expended.
Cemetery Plot Pricing and Policies

– After discussion about cemetery
plot charges with Gary Paris, Board
voted to set cremation plot price for
residents at $200 and for nonresi-
dents at $400.  
Bond Agreement for lyndon

Institute – Board voted to have
Bruce James sign bond allocation
agreement for Lyndon Institute.
Access Permit – Board approved
access permit for Betty McClure on
Cotton Road.
red village road – Arthur Sanborn
reported Red Village Road paving
will be slightly over $100,000 budg-
et, and Board approved use of $6,400
in reserve account for East Lyndon
Resurfacing to make up any deficit.
town village Merger – Board
reviewed list of prospective members
to serve on merger committee.  
Perpetual Care Agreement – Board
approved perpetual care agreement
for Edward and Phyllis Day.  
excess weight Permit – Board
approved excess weight permit for
James Hayes Construction.
tax Anticipation loan  – Board
voted to accept tax anticipation loan
bid from Community National Bank
at 3.68%.  
landscape Architect – On request
of Cathy Boykin, Board agreed to
sign letter of intent on behalf of town
and PAL to sponsor an AOT grant for
a landscape architect.  
Development review Board –

Board voted to establish a joint town
and village planning commission
with seven members appointed by
Board. Further Board voted to estab-
lish a joint development review
board with seven members and to
abolish the joint planning commis-
sion/zoning board of adjustment that
serves the town and village. Board
encouraged current planning com-
mission/zoning board of adjustment
members to serve out remainder of
their terms on one of two new
boards.

June 5, 2006
town village Merger  – Board met
with Lyndonville Trustees to discuss
proposed merger. A. Richard Boera,
Page Dame, David Dill, Martha
Feltus, Peter Hopkins, Steve Pitman,
Teresa Vasko, Mike Wheeler were
appointed to merger proposal com-
mittee to develop merger framework
and solutions to some of operational
challenges.

Peacham 

Town Clerk: Bruce Lafferty
Selectmen: Richard Browne, Tim
McKay and Gary Swenson.

May 3, 2006
Dog Complaints – Pound-keeper, Jo
Guertin, reported complaints about
unleashed dogs. Peacham has no
official animal ordinance and
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enforcement is difficult. Guertin sug-
gested a “control law ordinance” to
give enforcement officials some local
control. A resident described trauma
to her children caused by unleashed
dogs running free and fighting.
Board will consider dog ordinances.
fire Department – Fire Chief Jeff
Berwick provided clarification
regarding insurance for forest fire
fighting vehicle. Board discussed
specific insurance coverage with
regard to liability issues of non-fire
department members using the vehi-
cle.
Personnel – After executive session
to discuss a personnel matter, no
action was taken. Board chair will
send a letter, regarding forest fire
fighting vehicle being returned to fire
department, to forest fire warden.
town Hall – Phil Jejer, reported
town hall parking lot project is slow-
er than anticipated. Cost of project
will reflect additional time and mate-
rials. Board voted to allocate $2,000
from recreation fund to town hall
account to defray expense.
Insurance – Board discussed insur-
ance coverage for town buildings and
vehicles.
Old town Office – Board discussed
purchase and sale agreement for Old
Town Office with Peacham
Community Housing. Board will
provide a copy of latest draft for pub-
lic viewing.
Memorial Day – Board appointed
Mary Ellen and Rod Reis as
Memorial Day chairpersons.
Cemetery – Board appointed Ron
Craig and Cheryl Stevenson as ceme-
tery sextons.

May 17, 2006
Peacham Housing – John Marshall,
town attorney, presented agreement
for sale of old town office to
Peacham Community Housing.
Board voted to approve agreement
and appointed the chair to sign it.
Board noted agreement is available at
town office for public review.
fire Department – Board discussed
forest fire fighting vehicle with fire
warden. Board reiterated that the
vehicle is owned by the town and,
due to insurance requirements, must
be housed at fire station. A member
of fire department will transport the
vehicle to the station.
Cemetery – Cemetery sextons dis-
cussed cemetery regulations and
policies. Board discussed tree plant-
ings, “Urban Community Forestry
Plan” and tree maintenance. Board
voted to establish a tree board.
Sextons will obtain estimates for
cemetery water supply, new shed
roof and shed painting. Board dis-
cussed cemetery fee schedule and
current draft of cemetery regulations.
transfer Station – Board noted that
supplier of transfer station trash com-
pactor is making repairs.
road Matters – Phil Jejer reported
repair plans on town highway #1.
Animal Control – Board discussed
possibility of an animal control ordi-
nance.

St. Johnsbury

Town Manager: Michael Welch
Town Clerk: Sandy Grenier
Selectboard: Dale Urie, Bryon
Quatrini, Dale Urie, Reg Wakeham,
Gary Reis and Jerry Rowe. 

May 22, 2006
Zone Change – Following public

hearing Board voted to approve pro-
posed New Boston Road - Pierce
Road zone change from RL 2 to RT. 
town forest Management Plan –

On recommendation of Stephen
Slayton and Andy Fisher, Board
voted to establish town forest stew-
ardship advisory board and appoint-
ed Stephen Slayton, Andy Fisher and
Bruce Johnson as members.
reappraisal – Caroline Lockyer,
Real Estate Assessment Consultants
of Vermont, met with Board to
review her approach and schedule for
town wide reappraisal. New Grand
List will be completed for April 1,
2008. 
Solid waste Implementation Plan

– John Malter, solid waste manage-
ment consultant, met with Board to
review town’s solid waste manage-
ment plan. 
line of Credit – Board voted to rat-
ify $1,000,000 line of credit with
Lyndonville Savings Bank and
renewal on balance of parking lot
note $231,887 with Passumpsic
Savings Bank. 
engineering Agreement – Town
Manager advised Board that designs
were complete for two septic systems
on Portland Street as a part of the
East St. Johnsbury project, but after
further investigation it was deter-
mined these properties could be
hooked into municipal sewer system.
Additional engineering was required
to satisfy state requirements for the
connections. Board approved an
engineering agreement amendment
of $3,650 for additional engineering
work. 
Portland Street Bridge – Board dis-
cussed bids for proposed work on
Portland Street bridge. Both were
higher than estimates. Board
approved engineer’s recommenda-
tion to revise scope of work and read-
vertise project in fall.
Planning Grant – Board approved
subgrant agreement to meet objec-
tives of energy study.
Preserve America Grant – Board
voted to approve resolution for
Preserve America Grant Application. 
CAleX – Board discussed the
names of Matt Choate and John
Alger who had expressed interest in
being appointed to  CALEX board of
directors. Board will meet with both
individuals at next meeting.
Arbor Day – Board ratified Arbor
Day proclamation.
taser report – Town Manager pro-
vided Board with Chief Leighton’s
written report on two police cases
involving use of a Taser.
Park & ride – Bryon Quatrini noted
Park & Ride lot on US 2 is in horri-
ble condition. Town manager has
been assured site will be upgraded
this summer. Board will meet with
Wayne Davis at next meeting.
St. Johnsbury Academy  – Board
noted appreciation for work done by
St. Johnsbury Academy freshman
class on service projects around town
during Freshman Challenge Day on
May 9.
water treatment – Jerry Rowe
asked for explanation of elevated tri-
halomethane levels in town water.
Town manager will ask Water
Treatment Plant Chief Operator Dan
Gray to provide an answer.

June 12, 2006
Sherman Drive – After site visit and
public hearing to consider a portion
of Sherman Drive, Board voted to
discontinue the section under consid-

eration. Board approved acceptance
of highway and order laying out
Sherman Drive turnaround.
Housing Code Inspections – On
recommendation of Fire Chief
Ruggles that town should implement
a program of routine inspections of
multi-unit apartment buildings for
compliance with fire and life safety
codes Board discussed inspections
and  consequences of noncompli-
ance. Board voted to encourage plan-
ning commission to proceed with a
public hearing with landlords to dis-
cuss such a program of inspections.
Park and ride – Board met with
Wayne Davis, state project manager
for Park and Rides, to discuss Park
And Ride located off Western
Avenue and US 2. Davis indicated
within six weeks a consultant would
be hired to begin work on project,
and construction will not begin until
after July 1, 2007.
water filtration – Robert Dufresne
met with Board to review prelimi-
nary options for upgrading alum
residual lagoons at water treatment
plant. Dufresne estimates capital cost
to be approximately $365,000. Board
voted to accept preliminary report
and request review, comment and
financing consideration from state
officials. Board also met with Dan
Gray, water plant chief operator, to
discuss the cause and treatment for
trihalomethanes. 
Audette water line – Dan Scott
met with Board and discussed
acceptance of an 8-inch plastic water
line currently used to provide water
to the Mt. Pleasant Mobile Home
Park as part of town distribution sys-
tem. Board agreed that if an accept-
able bond agreement can be reached,
town should consider acceptance of
the existing water line.
Overcliff water Storage – Board
discussed Overcliff water tanks con-
structed in 1934 and need for their
replacement. 
tax Sale – Sandy Grenier reviewed
final listing of properties for tax sale.
Five properties will be sold. Board
voted to have Gary Reis serve as rep-
resentative for Board for bidding on
properties on town’s behalf.
Help America vote – Board noted
St. Johnsbury will receive $1,100
grant to pay for door-to-door trans-
portation services during fall primary
and general election. Town will also
receive a $3,000 grant to purchase
laptop computers with wireless con-
nections at polling place, to access
statewide voter checklist.
tobacco license – Board discussed
and signed tobacco license for
Landry’s Drug Store.
financial Plan – Board signed annu-
al financial plan for town highways.
Police – Town Manager reported on
progress to date on ceiling repairs in
police squad room.
roadside Mower – Manger reported
agreement for town’s joint purchase
with Danville a roadside mower.

Lease/purchase and repair costs are
to be shared by both communities.

June 19, 2006
Pomerleau Building renovation –

Joel Schwartz reported on proposed
renovations to former railroad station
and welcome center building. Project
cost will be in excess of $600,000 for
first floor renovations and mechani-
cal systems. There are currently
about $490,000 in grant funds avail-
able to renovate first floor including
$80,000 from USDA which will
require a local match of $80,000.
Schwartz has asked for updated cost
estimates. Board discussed having
some of work done by St. Johnsbury
Academy students or laborers from
work camp. Following discussion
Board voted to accept USDA grant of
$80,000 and use resources from eco-
nomic development reserve fund to
provide local match. Town will
explore use of St. Johnsbury
Academy building trades program in
the project.
Highway Department – Mike
Welch noted that Wayne Langmaid
has retired from highway depart-
ment, and Board agreed position will
remain vacant and be discussed dur-
ing review of municipal services and
positions. 

walden

Town Clerk: Lina Smith
Selectboard: David Brown, Perley
Greaves and Douglas Luther

May 23, 2006
Greaves watson road – Frances
Clifford asked if town would repair
culvert on Greaves Watson Road.
Board decided road foreman should
contact landowners and discuss
options.
Gravel – Board voted to purchase
gravel from Demers for $6.15,
including crushing and loading.
Chipper rental – Board discussed
quotes to rent a chipper.  After dis-
cussion, Board authorized road fore-
man to rent a logging truck to remove
brush as needed using funds  in budg-
et.
Constable – Board agreed to discuss
constable’s request for a video cam-
era when Bill Huntoon attends a
future meeting.
road Grants – Dave Brown report-
ed that he is trying to reach Jim Ryan,
Better Backroads official, to discuss
grant for Bayley Hazen Road.  There
is concern that grant would not cover
work. Bids on other projects were
opened, and after discussion Board
agreed to wait until they can talk to
Ryan before taking action.
Paving – Brown reported town could
receive a paving grant for  $82,500.
After discussion, Board voted to
decline grant at this time. Town is
still paying for paving of Lower
Cabot Road, and due to high equip-
ment maintenance costs this year,

Board agreed there would be no
money available to cover the extra
$34,000 required for Lower Cabot
Road and an extra $10,000 for Route
215.  Board also noted money bud-
geted for capital improvements is
needed to replace and fix culverts.
Town will apply next year and try to
work it into 2007 budget.
traffic Sign request – Board con-
sidered request to replace a stop sign
at intersection of Orton and Stannard
Mountain Road with a yield sign.
Because of liability concerns Board
voted to deny request. Board voted
against installing a Slow Children at
Play sign on Cahoon Farm Road.
Board suggested that the person call
the constable if there is speeding and
put their own sign up if they want. 
Culverts – Doug Luther noted there
are culverts the frost heaved up this
year that have not gone back down.
An excavator will be required to
make the repairs.  
reappraisal – Brown reported a call
from a taxpayer regarding reap-
praisal.  Town clerk reported sched-
ule is going forward and taxpayers
will have an opportunity to grieve re-
evaluation.

June 13, 2006
tax Payments – As agreed at town
meeting Board discussed possibility
of discounts and more than one pay-
ment on property taxes. More
research will be done.
reappraisal – Lina Smith gave an
update on town’s reappraisal.  Lister
grievances will take place on June 19
and 20, and board of civil authority
appeals will be in July.
tax Sale – Town clerk noted tax
sales of Walden two properties are
scheduled for July 14.
Advertisements for these properties
will be in Hardwick Gazette.
Green Up – Board noted final report
on Green Up Day: Income from tires,
scrap metal and the grant from the
state totaled $580.40. Expenses were
$744.66.  Board thanked Stuart
Smith for work as event coordinator.
Better Backroads – Dave Brown
reported that he had been in touch
with Better Backroads regarding
work on Ferguson Hill, Bailey Hazen
Road, Coles Pond Road and Houston
Hill Road.  Bids received were sig-
nificantly more than grant.   Brown
explained grant has been increased
by additional $12,000.  
roadside Mowing – Board dis-
cussed roadside mowing.  Board
agreed last year’s mowing was good,
and Board will look into cost of rent-
ing a tractor this year.
Dog Incident – Board discussed
recent dog incident and requested
that town clerk send a bill to recover
costs from dog’s owner.

Excerpts from Selectboard Minutes from Area Towns
See your Town Clerk for complete minutes of the meetings
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The Pope Memorial Library
publicly thanks the following for making                

the 2005 Annual Appeal a success:

Margarette & Raymond Bergiel
William & Helene Patterson
Kathleen C. Walsh
Albert & Pamela Hebert
Hollis & Mary Prior
Ed & Kay Walsh
T. Moore family
Fran Lamothe
Ernest Osterman & Susanne Gray
Peace Baxter
Jean Simpson
David & Jennifer Gale
Erling Thorgalsen
Kimberly Larose
Norma & James Jung
Ken & Cheryl Linsley
Tim & Jenness Ide
Larrabee's Building Supply
Rodger & Virginia Boyle
Norman Lewis
Arnold Foster (Danville Service

Center)
Tim & Suzanne Tanner
Ruth Skinner
Douglas Button
Beth Williams & Tom Ziobrowski
Tania Nitsche
Andrea & Paul Searls
Abel & Kitty Toll
Fred & Eleanor Badger
Kallahan Family Trust
Dave & Jan Houston
Eleanor Vance
Dan Schmiech & Donna Lambert
In Memory of Sam & Mollie Gold
Skip & Debbie Gray
Mr. & Mrs. Charles A. Robinson
Duane & Diane Webster
Bets & Peter Albright
Bill & Carol Ottinger
Farr's Antiques
Virginia Jenks Flanders
Austin G. Enos
Mr. & Mrs. Luke Boswell
Jeannie M. Clermont
Liz & Bob Sargent
The Kitchel Family
Margaret P. Ide
John & Barbara Matsinger
Grace Astle
Arpad Elo, Jr.
Jane E. Peck
Pat Coe
Mr. & Mrs. E. Racenet

Wayne Russell & Lorna Henderson
David & Janice Currier
Van & Lucille Parker
Edward & Ida Wheeler
Jane G. Milne
Dan & Mary Wyand
Beaulah Lawrence
Caplan's Army Store
Stan & Susan Pekala
Alice S. Kitchel
Frances Jacobs
Carol & Theodore Daniels
Joe Barbieri & Rebecca Roth
William & Lucia Pearl
Stephen & Janet McConnell
Thomas & Sarah Berrian
A. J. Chopra
Jennifer & Benjamin Lam
Dana Kraus & Thomas Forster
Molly Newell
Eileen Rossetti
Jane & Guil Kitchel
Nancy Raskevitz
Scott & Wendy Somers
Mr. Gordon W. Bess
Dan & Mary Swainbank
Doug & Pat McGill
Peter & Paige Crosby
Dorothy A. Larrabee
Lisa MacDowell & Chandler Gilman
Beth McCabe
Dan & Jan Ouellette
Lance & Linda Comfort
Tom & Cathy Conte
John & Mary Adams
Passumpsic Savings Bank
Shirley Richardson & Michael Smith
Wendy Mackenzie & Matthew Langham
Jules & Frances Prevost
Kim Prior
Susan & William Murray
Eric Esser
Doris Therrien
Judith & Jerry Rankin
Doris T. Hummon
Robert Rotte & Sharon Fine
Anonymous
Marion E. Sevigny
Jim & Deborah Hunt
Peter & Jeanne Gallerani
C. Lyndon & Debra J. Bixby
Cam & Peter O'Brien
Mark & Claudia Seymour
Laurel Stanley

In addition to the above names we would also like to give special thanks to
those who generously donated to the Chamber of Combined Community
Membership Drive to benifit The Pope Memorial Library.

VIrGINIA doWNS

Norman Lewis, also known
as Danny Gore the Northeast
Kingdom’s double identity
humorist, will star again at the
Lyndon Area Chamber of
Commerce’s Stars and Stripes
Festival in Bandstand Park on
Saturday, July 15. He will take
his stand at noon next to a
“friendly cow” from the Matt
Gilman farm to judge which
politician in the annual milking
contest has the most “pull.”

Danny and his country bump-
kin gigs are much in demand at
such varied events as conven-
tions, political rallies, country
fairs, community celebrations
and Old-Home Days.  Norm
Lewis’ comedic role surprises
many, given his professional
background. A longtime teacher
in southern Vermont and later in
the Northeast Kingdom, his last
position was as superintendent in
the Orleans-Essex District from
which he retired in 1983.

I first interviewed Norm 12
years ago when he and his wife,
Barbara, lived in Derby Line,
both retired and busy with Danny
Gore entertainment. Their son,
Tim, WCAX-TV personality and
currently channel 7 news director
and journalism teacher at Lyndon
State College, and daughter
Cintra, an IBM employee, per-
formed with them at the time.
Barbara Lewis continued to be
her husband’s partner in his
appearances until shortly before
her death in 2000.

Before settling down to talk
at his home in Danville, we
tramped through a large old cow
barn, checking Norm’s Gore col-
lection, which includes antique
farm tools, old vehicles, volumes
of his Danny Gore writings and
homemade games with a humor-
ous twist. Nearby is his Steam
Shed with engines, boiler, whis-
tles and a drag saw. Field trips to
these buildings are favorites of
Danville schoolchildren.

I asked Norm how he and
Barbara liked living in Danville
after years in Derby country. His
Danny Gore wit came to the fore.
“Wa’al, when people ask me that
I say, ‘I’ve only been here 11
years, and you can’t make a snap
judgment.’”

Norm grew up in Lunenburg,
which he says is the source of the
commentaries for which he is

famous in his role as Danny
Gore. “I was small, a wiseacre
and I always saw the humor in
everything.”

That reminded him of his
great aunt Matt Pierce, who
taught for 60 years in Lunenburg.
“She was my teacher in the
fourth grade. She told me if she
could buy me for what I knew,
and sell me for what I thought I
knew, she could retire!”

He recalls Thanksgivings
when there were big get-togeth-
ers with the Colbys, his mother’s
family. “There was no liquor in
the house. That was a no-no.  But
the beer would always get snuck
out to the horse barn. I’d sneak
into the barn where I could hear
the men telling stories.”

Norm was surrounded by
storytellers. The earthy, cow pas-
ture humor he spins today in pure
Northeast Kingdom cadences
have an authentic ring.

His chin-length side
whiskers, part of Danny’s coun-
try character get-up, are pat-
terned after his Uncle Ferve’s.
His props, a crumpled hat and
jacket covered with old cam-
paign buttons and ribbons, are
from his storehouse of childhood
souvenirs.

That childhood on a hard-
scrabble farm bred strong beliefs
about what is worth preserving in
Vermont: a clean environment,
neighborliness and  community
spirit. “In the town of Holland,

for instance, if you ever went off
the road in the winter, somebody
would pull you out. But you take
Burlington -”  he quips, leaving
it at that with a mischievous grin.

Among his antics this year
was a mid-February appearance
with Governor Jim Douglas at
Shelburne Pond where Danny
presented the governor with a
facsimile model of a “Single-Lip
Sucker” named “Slurpy.” On
behalf of fictitious Avery’s Gore
residents, Danny requested that
the sucker be given equal status
with Vermont’s lake creatures

“Champ” and “Memphre.” A
month later, Senator Jane Kitchel
arranged for him to address the
Senate Chamber on Bill H.655
for “The towns and gores of
Essex County to change all refer-
ences to unorganized towns to
unified towns.” Danny’s
Legislative appearances, with
lots of belly laughs, have become
favorite entertainment for the
state’s politicians.

How he got into education
prompts Norm to relate a home-
town anecdote. The year was
1948, and he had just returned to
Lunenburg after 18 months in
Germany at the wind-up of
World War II. There his comedy
had entertained fellow GI’s, but
it was time to find a summer job.

“The road commissioner
always gave me a job. So he
says, ‘Normie, you want to rake
stones up on Bobbin Mill Hill?
There’s a lot of stones in the
gravel we dumped.’ So I was rak-
ing stones, and along comes Gob
Streeter, the milk truck driver. He
rolls down his window, and yells,
‘Hey, Norm, so you’re home.
What ya’ going to do?’

“I’d like to go to college; got
a year and half on the GI bill.’ 

“Gob says, ‘Geez, go over to
Lyndon – they take anybody.’ So
I went over there, and they did.”

That was the year the old
Lyndon Normal School moved
uphill to form the Vail campus.
Norm met a classmate, Barbara
Whitney from South Royalton,
who was to become his wife and,
subsequently, his partner in
entertainment. Her singing pro-
vided background for “Vote
Danny” ditties.

The Lewises graduated in
1952. They married and moved
to Cavendish where Barbara
taught sixth grade in
Proctorsville and Norm was the
teaching principal of
Duttonsville in its three-teacher
school. He jokes, “The teaching
principal got the mail.” He
taught grades 6 through 8 and
coached baseball. Seventeen
years later they moved to the
Northeast Kingdom, where
Barbara taught in Newport and
Norm became assistant superin-
tendent of the Orleans-Essex
North Supervisory Union, then 

(See And This Ain’t on Next Page)

Norm Lewis Photograph

ready for a recent performance for the Northeastern Loggers’

Association’s annual meeting, danny Gore relaxes on the “Spirit of

ethan Allen II” on Lake Champlain.

the lore of Danny Gore 

“I’ve only been

here 11 years, and

you can’t make a

snap judgment.’”

DANVILLE
HARDWARE 20 Hill Street

684-2538
800-287-2538

Summer is in full swing.

Think of  us first for
your celebration needs!

OPEN 7 DAYS
Monday-Friday 8-5
Saturday 8-3
Sunday 9-3
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Peacham Historical Association

2006 Ghost Walk
Tuesday, July 4, 2›3 p.m. 
at the  Peacham Cemetery

"They Were 49'ers" 
Peacham and the Gold Rush

Peacham had over 20 men who left everything,
their homes, wives and family (some returning,
some not) to seek their fortunes during the

California Gold Rush.   Extensive research into 
family letters has offered amazing 
stories of hardship and sacrifice.

Please join us for an afternoon of Peacham history!
History that comes to life!

We’ve been protecting 
businesses and families in 

Vermont and New Hampshire for over a century. 

l commercial Lines - Contractors Surety Bonds, Worker’s

Compensation, Property & Casualty, General and Professional

Liability, Umbrella.

l personal Lines - Home, Automobile, Recreational Vehicles.

Bill Daley and Doug Spaulding
are located at 459 portland Street, St. Johnsbury.

(802) 748-1010 or (800) 639-1010

www.kinneypike.com
Six offices statewide: Burlington, Poultney, Randolph,

Rutland, St. Johnsbury & White River Jct.

Danville Animal Hospital is now offering

Pet Identification and Microchipping

Call (802) 684-2284

(Continued from Page 22)

superintendent for nine years
until he retired.

Norm will tell you that com-
edy is really serious. “Humor is
the mask that lets you give a
message people might not want
to hear ordinarily. So Danny can
criticize education or anything
else because he doesn’t dress
well, he’s a jerk, and he’s no
threat. But if it was Norman
Lewis, it wouldn’t be accepted.” 

Norm has strong opinions,
particularly about education –
ideas with common sense. The
concept of schools without walls
especially irks him. “Even in the
old schools they used to frost the
window part way so kids would
not be distracted. You have to get
their attention if you’re going to
reach them.”

Danny ran several times as a
playful write-in candidate for
Governor of Vermont. In 1962,
he first tossed his battered fedora
into the ring because reappor-
tionment of the Legislature was
in the wind. “Danny figured they
should reapportion according to
acreage, not population,” Norm
says with mock seriousness.

After 34 years, Danny decid-
ed to take the advice that the late
Senator George Aiken gave his
colleagues in the United States
Senate on the Vietnam War:
“When in a hopeless campaign,
DECLARE VICTORY and go
home!” 

On Tuesday, November 8,
1994, at noon on the steps of the
State House in Montpelier,
Danny declared victory, served
as Governor for seven minutes.
Then he resigned and went home
to Avery’s Gore.

And This

Ain’t No ...

Dear Shrinks,
Two of my friends are getting

married next month. They are
sensible professional people,
admired and respected in their
fields.

As their wedding date grows
closer they seem to me to act
increasingly agitated and,
frankly, a little nutty. They seem
more touchy about things in gen-
eral but especially about plans
for the wedding. Even the small-
est decision about the ceremony
seems to elicit highly charged
discussions and arguments.

I love them both and dearly
want to help them through this,
but shouldn’t it be a happy time?
A few weeks ago they radiated
joy. How can I help them best?

Concerned Friend

Dear Concerned,
First, let us address your con-

cern directly. The behavior you
describe falls well within limits
that are normal. If you had
described constant heated argu-
ments, any acts of violence and
an inability to reach decisions or
to compromise, we would be

concerned about this couple and
have different advice. Consider
that people handle the stress they
feel about getting married in
many, many ways. Squabbles
and heated discussions can dissi-
pate some of the tension caused
by the prospect of getting mar-
ried. The seriousness of the com-
mitment, the change in one’s
social position, the worry about
failure all add to a naturally high
level of fear.  

One of us has heard that an
engagement should last at least
six months. This length of time
allows for planning a wedding,
for thinking and feeling through
ideas, thoughts and feelings that
surface when considering com-
mitting to marriage and for
working through any questions,
fears and problems that crop up.
During the engagement, the cou-
ple is consciously in a process
and that inevitably does cause
stress.

Actually, focusing on the

thousands of details connected to
a wedding can provide a wonder-
ful (and useful) distraction from
constantly being scared. The
planning of this important cere-
mony and milestone does pre-
pare the couple for making some
of the decisions that await them
in their marriage. Of course, too
much can also be made of the
wedding plans. We hope that this
couple avoids striving for a “per-
fect” day and instead plans a
meaningful, enjoyable ceremony
that conveys their personal
expression of commitment.

You ask what you can do. We
suggest you be a rock of sensibil-
ity. There is a good chance that
family members have heightened
fear levels also, and reinforce
your friends in their frenzy. Try
to be a good listener. Remind
them of quiet times together. Get
them laughing. Look through
pictures together. In other words
distract them with the memories
of how they got into this pickle!

Dream up a great toast to the
bride, and groom and enjoy the
wedding.

Alice S. Kitchel & Burt

Zahler, who each have a private

practice in St. Johnsbury.

Please stop in at the Library for your summer reading needs.  We
have  new books of all genres.  Our latest acquisitions are: Twelve

Sharp by Evanovich, everyman by Roth, digging into America by
Tyler, The old Wine Shades by Grimes, The Man of My dreams by
Sittenfeld, The Poe Shadow by Pearl, At rick by Cornwall, 2 Little

Girls in Blue by Higgins-Clark, Heavenly date by McCall Smith,
Absurdastan by Shteyngart, What to eat by Nestle, A death in

Belmont by Junger, The Glass Castle by Walls, Sweet and Low by
Cohen and  The omnivore’s dilemma by Pollan.

Our Summer Sunday Concerts on the Green continue through
August 27. There is a great line-up this year.  We are pleased to have
the 40th Army Band of the Vermont National Guard presenting An

American Tapestry, a concert of American popular and patriotic music
on July 2 at 7:00 p.m. The band, whose members are from Vermont,
New York, Maine, New Hampshire and New Jersey, will be on its
annual summer training tour of Vermont towns. Free and open to the
public, the concert is part of the Pope Library summer series and, rain
or shine, promises to get everyone in the mood for Independence Day.
Following the concert we’ll look for fireworks on Dole Hill.

from the Children’s room

We invite all kids ages 4 and up to participate in the “Realms of
Reading” summer reading program.  There will be a series of fantasy
and medieval themed crafts and activities on Wednesday afternoons
July 5 - August 16. Every child who signs up for the program will
receive a reading record on which to write the names of the books they
read throughout the summer and a certificate signed by Governor
Douglas at the end of the summer.  Call or stop in at the library to reg-
ister.  (802) 684-2256.

This summer, we will continue our story hour on Mondays at 10:00
a.m. until August 14.  We will follow the “Realms of Reading” theme.

A special program from the Boston Museum of Science will take
place at the library on Friday, July 7 at 11:30 a.m.  The “Fog, Flowers
and Fireworks” program, through dramatic demonstrations, teaches
you to think like a scientist as you explore some indicators of chemi-
cal change.  This is great family fun!

We have new books for the summer, including the 2006-2007
Dorothy Canfield Fisher Award books. Come in and check them out! 

pope Notes
Dee Palmer, 

Library Director

Ask the Shrinks
Alice  S. Kitchel and Burton Zahler

As their wedding

date grows closer

they seem to me

to act increasingly

agitated and,

frankly, a little

nutty.

Peacham library

Monday, wednesday,

friday and Saturday

10:00 a.m. - noon

tuesday and thursday

1:00 - 7:00 p.m.
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CAMP OWNERS

“The Flooring Specialists”  Wholesale & Retail
11 Depot Street l Lyndonville, VT 05851  (802) 626-9026

THE

CARPET CONNECTION

Thinking about opening up that camp?

If you’re cleaning out and sprucing up, check out our large assortment of:

Indoor/Outdoor Carpets l Lawn Grass l Doorway Mats

Runners l Area Rugs l No-wax Vinyls

All designed to make the living easy this summer. 

There’s a large selection stocked in our store. 

Stop by on your way out to camp, and choose your favorites today!

Camp...Boat...Deck...or Dock...We’ve got you covered!

eLLeN GoLd 

July 2, 2005 - Finally a clear,
mild summer day, perfect for
Burklyn Arts Fair on the
Lyndonville Green. Kids were
proudly displaying their freshly
painted faces while Mark Breen
entertained from the gazebo. It
was a safe day for the weather-
man to put on his singer/guitarist
hat and strum up a song or two. I
know the meteorologists only
report the weather, but when it is
awful you’ve got to blame some-
one,  and when the weather is
beautiful, like today, the weath-
ermen are the first to take credit
for a “great day.” The holiday
weekend started off yesterday
with evening fireworks in the
vicinity of Sugar Ridge. We had
a good view from the window.
Tonight we hear explosions from

Joe’s Pond and see fireworks
from Peacham area, probably
Harvey’s Lake. 

July 6, 2005 - We heard and
saw distant fireworks displays
the entire holiday weekend from
1st through the 4th. But the best
display held off until last night
when mother nature let go her
own show. Rumbling thunder
and flickering outdoor lights
steadily increased until bright,
blinding flashes of lightning and
crashing, echoing thunder
brought on the rain. A steady and
much calmer firefly display
went undisturbed until heavier
rain put a lull in their luminous
signaling. Once the rain became
less forceful, the firefly ballet
resumed.

July 11, 2005 - Tomato
plants have green tomatoes in a
variety of shapes and sizes, and

the husk cherries have a few lit-
tle lanterns as their squash-like
vines continue to spread.
Snowpeas are in bloom, and
potatoes are beginning to set
blossoms. That’s the sign for me
to stop hilling the potatoes. Jeff
is keeping the beetle infestation
from getting a hold by picking
off the occasional bug and mass
of orange eggs. The firefly fren-
zy has waned, leaving only the
occasional flicker of a lone fire-
fly still seeking a mate.
Evidently the female of the same
species responds to the male’s
flickering code to signal she’s
ready to mate and lay eggs. But
I’ve learned that females of
another species will mimic the
code to lure the male over and
eat him. Also of note from the
World Book encyclopedia is that
the fireflies lay eggs in moist places on the ground. The eggs

hatch into flightless larvae that
are often seen glowing on damp
lawns. Now I know what those
glow worms are all about.

July 14, 2005 - Early
evening thunder showers with
directional light from the setting
sun brought on a lush double
rainbow. The main colorful one
spilled its full-spectrum arch
over onto the tops of the trees

and filled the valley with color.
The sweet smell of honeysuckle
and milkweed hangs heavy in
the moist and slightly cooler air.
Raspberries are on the bushes
but not ripe yet. We’re eating the
last of the asparagus, the very
beginning of snowpeas and the
very tender thinnings of chard.
Eight of the kohlrabi have been
harvested into pasta sauce,
packed away in the freezer. The

walden Hill Journal

Photo By: Jeff Gold

Queen Anne’s lace joins Black-eyed Susans, Joe Pye Weed and

milkweed in the high field grass.

N.E.K.’s Full-Service Outdoor Store

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
(802) 626-3215

Rt. 114, East Burke, VT

Canoes & Flat Water
Kayaks by

Personal, Quality Service on All
Makes & Models Of  Bikes.

Professional Bike Tune-ups $30

15%15% off
paddling accessories
with boat purchase

25%25% off
cycling accessories

with bicycle purchase

Authorized Dealer
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Cabot Greenhouse & Nursery

Open for the Season

Annuals, Perennials,
Nursery Stock

& Hanging Baskets

Lower Cabot Road, Cabot, VT 05647    (802) 563-2078

Signed and numbered prints by Will Moses
Limited Edition Prints, Serigraphs,

Lithographs, Antique VT Maps & Prints,
Notecards and Calendars

“Happy Birthday” ~ Will Moses
a serigraph on paper or canvas

Find Camp rentals, Property for sale,
Local services and Information

www.joespond.org
Post your business card ($20/yr)
List your property or business, 

reasonable rates
Contact us at:  (802) 563-2381

e-mail:  jpwebmaster@ fairpoint.net

Caledonia County Fair
Mountain View Park l Lyndonville, VT

Exit 23 off I-91

August 23-27, 2006
Opening August 23 at 7:00 a.m.

Admission: $12 in Advance  $15 at the Gate
Children under Three are Free

Includes - Rides, Shows and Free Parking

Everyday Events:
Dreamland Amusement Rides
4-H Exhibits
Cattle, Sheep,
Poultry/Aquariums Exhibits
Floral Hall & Craft Exhibits
Maple Display
Saw Mill Demonstrations
Horses, Horses, Horses
Pig Paddling Porkers
Racing Pigs
Kirby Quilters Country Store
Antique Demo & Display
Mime Hurdy Gurdy
Children's Freedom Train
Bingo and Much More!

Wednesday, 
August 23

Children’s Day

Gates Open at 7 a.m.
Judging of 4-H Exhibits,
Poultry,  Rabbits and
Wildlife.

Cattle Judging - 
Youth Dairy Show

Water Slide Opens
Midway Opens
Pig Paddling Porkers
Scrapbooking Demos
Ice Cream Eating Contest
Horses, Horses, Horses
Racing Pigs
Chicken Calling Contest
Figure 8 Race - 

Autos & Trucks

Thursday, August 24
Senior Citizens’ Day

Honor Our Troops Day

Gates Open at 7 a.m.
Antique Tractor Pull
Cattle Judging - 

Open Dairy Show
Pig Paddling Porkers
Horses, Horses, Horses
Midway
Egg Hunting Contest
Racing Pigs
Sugarhouse Specials
Starship 

with Micky Thompson
Pony Pull - 1400 lb.

Friday, August 25
Gates Open at 7 a.m.
Cattle Judging - 

Youth and Open
Sheep & Goat Show
Pony Pulling - 1800 lb.
Midway
Racing Pigs
Ice Cream Special
at Dairy Center

Horses, Horses, Horses
Native American

Basketmaking
Cattle Judging - Yoke Show
Horse Pull - 3300 lb.
Volleyball
Pig Paddling Porkers
Pony Pull
Charlie Daniels Band

Saturday, August 26
Family Day

Gates Open at 7 a.m.
Volleyball
Rug Hooking
Model Dog Show
Horse Pull - 3100 lb.
Cattle Costume Contest
Midway
Racing Pigs
Horses, Horses, Horses
Grand Cavalcade
Horse Pull - 3500 lb.
Sheep Shearing Demo
Pig Paddling Porkers
Tractor Rodeo
Horse Pull FFA
Big Rig Truck Pull

Sunday, August 27
Gates Open at 7 a.m.
Volleyball
Horse Show
Gymkhana
Youth Ox Pull
Rug Hooking
Racing Pigs
Midway
Horses, Horses, Horses
Ox Pull - 2400 lb
Ice Cream Eating Contest
Pig Scramble
Pig Paddling Porkers
Ox Pull - 2800 lb
Ox Pull - 3200 lb
Ox Pull - over 3200 lb
Demo Derby 

SAVE A TON
OF MONEY,

HAVE A
TON OF FUN

Toll Free for more information   (800) 621-6656

garden is just starting to dictate
what our suppers will be.

July 18, 2005 - Hot, hazy,
humid weather continues with
the addition of rain this morning.
Kingbirds are on the wire taking
their morning shower. Last night
we were awakened by a very
melodious coyote chorus.
Judging from the volume and
presence of sound, the pack was
close by. My sister Judy claims
that coyotes howl when they’ve
made a kill. That sounds like a
bit of an old wives’ tale but if
that’s the case, then one of the
pack must have provided quite a
feast. Frogs, too, have been
interrupting the night with a low
mumble that sounds much like
people talking in the distance. I
was wondering who could be so
rude so late at night but realized
it was just frogs conversing in a
subdued but persistent tone.

July 20, 2005 - A squat,
smiling, pumpkin full moon is
rising perfectly aligned between
the two large maple trees.
Deliciously cold evening air
brings relief to a less humid but
still very hot day. Our house
painter Jay, “made hay” while
the weather cooperated and
worked from 7 in the morning

until 6 at night. And before start-
ing to paint the house, he spent
the early hours of the morning
kayaking on Ewell Pond. These
Vermonters sure know how to
fill their days. I found time to
pick some blueberries and even
found a nice patch of ripe rasp-
berries nearby. Yesterday we
picked 5 more kohlrabi and put
up some kohlrabi beef stew in
the freezer. 

July 23, 2005 - Did our first
harvest of basil today and put up
17 double servings of pesto. We
enjoyed some over spaghetti
tonight and put the rest in the
freezer. Frozen pesto is delicious
all winter long but that freshly
made fare is truly a taste of sum-
mer. I can now venture outside
without my bug shirt. A few
hearty black flies remain but not
enough to warrant full protec-
tion. I’m happy to have the aid
of my bug baffler to get through
black fly season but am glad
when I can finally put it away
and face mother nature directly. 

July 24, 2005 - 50° and
bright sunshine this beautiful
morning. The humidity is
refreshingly low, offering a clear
and sharp view of the moun-
tains. None of the usual morning

fog and haze of midsummer. The
trees are lush with infinite vari-
ety of greens. Black-eyed
Susans, Queen Anne’s lace, Joe
Pye-weed and super fragrant
milkweed adorn the high field
grass. Clumps of marsh mallow
add to the bouquet. 

July 29, 2005 - First earwigs
are appearing in our garden har-
vest. I remind myself that they
feast on aphids and deserve to be
returned to the out-of-doors.
First of the beans have been
picked along with one very ten-
der 8-ball zucchini. Both went
into another preparation of
kohlrabi beef stew. There is no
shortage of wild raspberries or
blueberries this summer. You
can smell the ripe raspberries
before you see them. We’ve
been noticing how unusually
quiet the past few nights have
been. It’s been cooler, just bare-
ly reaching 50° which might
account for the stillness. Peepers
are done for the season, and
locusts have yet to appear. Even
the barking and whining dogs
were still for a change.

St. Johnsbury Works, downtown revitalization organization for St.
Johnsbury, is preparing for the annual downtown festival, known as
SummerWorks, on July 8. 

The SummerWorks festival will include train rides from the
Welcome Center departing at 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. (round-trip to
Wells River) and 12:45 p.m. (round-trip to Lyndonville). The trains
include two 1930’s coaches and a 1931 snack and observation car
offering gourmet food and an open vestibule. Tickets will be on sale
at the Welcome Center and at the Boxcar & Caboose Bookshop start-
ing July 1 or reserved by calling Nat Tripp at (802) 748-8406. Please
allow 30 minutes before the train departs to park, purchase tickets and
board the train.

Food will be available all day with breakfast treats, sausages, ham-
burgers, hot dogs, fried dough and sodas sold by the Lions Club, St.
Johnsbury Works and the St. Johnsbury Fire Department. 

Northeast Kingdom Board of Realtors is sponsoring The Money
Bar (free samples of flavored shaved ice) and balloons. Catamount
Arts will have free face painting, and Destination Imagination will
have hands on games and toys for children. 

There will be a free concert by the St. Johnsbury Town Band at the
Welcome Center Park at 1:00 p.m., and the annual Ping Pong Grand
Prix will be at 4:45 p.m. on Maple Street. Stay for the dance from 8 -
10 p.m. in the Welcome Center parking lot.

Come ride the trains, shop downtown or at the Farmers Market,
enjoy some great food, enter the Ping Pong Grand Prix, hear the town
band and dance into the evening. All this and more in downtown St.
Johnsbury. Whatever your age, there will be something for everyone
at this year’s SummerWorks festival. Join us downtown and have a
great time.

Summer Works Downtown

Festival in St J on July 8
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Open 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday

Weekends and Evenings by appointment

PO Box 196

Danville, VT 05828

(802) 684-3411
(800) 734-2203 (VT toll free)

Rest Assured -

Sawyer & Ritchie offers:

All lines of Insurance Coverage,

Professional Prompt Service,   

Convenient Location and

Convenient Parking

From left: Cindy White, Donna Percy, John Blackmore, Joan Field, George Coppenrath,

Betsy McKay, Sam Kempton, Darlene Pilbin, Sue Coppenrath and Cindy Hastings.

ROBERT “BOBBY” CLARK
Caledonia County Assistant Judge

3  24 years of  service with the Vermont State Police, 
Patrol Commander - Supervisor.

3 24 years of  training with the State Police in all aspects 
of  the Criminal Justice System.

3 Prepared hundreds of  criminal cases for court.

3 College degree in Law Enforcement.

3 Degree from Vermont State Police Academy.

3 Degree from Massachusetts Department of  Corrections

Academy.

Integrity - Dedication - Solid Background

PROVEN WORK ETHIC
It’s Time for a Change

Primary Election September 12, 2006

Thank You

Paid for by Robert Clark  

BeTTy HATCH 

The Walden Home
Demonstration Group is celebrat-
ing its 60th anniversary this year.
The group’s history, printed in
May 1986, gives you an idea of
why the group was organized.

The Group “has provided
many interesting events, much
service to the town and area, and
some education for the adults
who have participated in the pro-
grams. Our group has been
unique in that we have been
active though small; age was no
concern; independent beyond
belief.”

The first Secretary’s report
gives you an account of that
meeting: “The Walden Home
Demonstration Group organized
June 14th (1946) at the home of
Mrs. L.B. Hatch. Mrs. Mary E.
Danforth, County Home
Demonstration Agent was pres-
ent. Officers elected were:
President - Mrs. Betty Hatch;
vice president - Mrs. Ada Greene;
secretary & treasurer - Mrs. Irene
Ainsworth; foods leader - Mrs.
Lula Watson; clothing leader -
Mrs. Ethel Hatch; home manage-

ment leader - Mrs. Marion
Thompson; and recreation leader
- Mrs. Ella Cochran.  It was
decided to hold our meetings on
the second Wednesday of each
month. Mrs. Danforth helped
plan the program for the rest of
the year. We decided to con-
tribute to the book wagon, and
Mrs. Mina Davis was chosen
book wagon chairman. Mrs.
Danforth gave a talk on
“Clothing and Textiles” and
passed around samples of
new fabrics.”

At the time there was no
women’s organization in the
Noyesville area, and young
mothers needed an outside inter-
est, a chance to get together and
do some public service for the
community. The Extension
Service of the University of
Vermont offered a good educa-
tional program and the women
could be learning, as well as help-
ing to support the town’s school
and church and outside organiza-
tions that were looking for help.

We set up a program of inter-
esting meetings, and the different
leaders from the group attended
county informational meetings

and brought back information to
the club. Most meetings were
held in the afternoon, but occa-
sional all-day meetings took
place when food was discussed
and a meal prepared with help
from the foods leader. Many
members were young mothers,
and often there were more chil-
dren at meetings than adults. The

kids were given things to enter-
tain them and one mother stayed
where she could watch them and
still hear the meeting besides.
Soon others decided to join and
the group grew larger.

We always needed money
and card parties were organized
in different homes. Coin savers
were introduced and we sold bags
of sewing remnants, thread and
stationery. There were dances
and money was given to the book
wagon, Dimes for Polio, Pennies
for Peace and the Cancer Fund.

Members of the club began
to look for other means to help
their children and others in town.
They arranged for a St.
Johnsbury dentist to come to
town and inspect the children’s
teeth, find those who needed
work and arrange for office visits
for fillings and whatever other
work was needed. Flouride treat-
ments were added, and the clinics
continued for several years.

We sponsored school hot
lunches. We purchased pasteur-
ized milk and the lunch program
continued until kitchens were
added to the schools.

The group held sewing class-
es in 1950 and seven women
modeled their dresses along with
the 4-H Girls, who had made out-
fits for themselves. There were
classes for  footstool upholster-
ing, chair caning, making lamp
shades and rug braiding.

There were several cook-
books of favorite recipes by
Walden cooks to sell, and we
raised money to buy books for
the Library and utensils for
kitchens at the school and the
church.

Wherever there was a need,
the Group was willing to help.
More recently we have sponsored
young people to go to Green
Mountain Conservation Camp.

In 1960 the group joined the
Northeast Kingdom fall foliage
festival to entertain visitors to our
area and as a way to earn a bit of
extra money, and the Christmas
Wreath Project started in 1973.

Several extension agents have
helped us over the years since
Mary Danforth left. Edna
Kennelly (1949), Alice Blair
(1958), Melody Morrison (1979)
and Dale Steen (1984) followed
until the Extension Service
changed. Now we have speakers
to give information or help with
some specific project. 

The Walden Home
Demonstration Group is celebrat-
ing its anniversary with a night
out at the Danville Restaurant on
July 12. Former members have
been invited to join us to look
back over these many years with
the same president continuing the
leadership.

editor to Mother nature
On your work In Progress: “Garden”

Dear Mrs. Nature, or should I say “Ms?” 
This effort is promising, really it is.

Your lupines are lovely, Your roses exquisite,
I see that your peony’s blooming … or is it?

But frankly, Ms. Nature, or could it be “Miss?”
The piece needs some work. I will summarize this:

First, it lacks clarity. Such a profusion
Of sights, sounds, and scents could create great confusion.

Next, for gosh sake, when you make things with wings,
You should stet if it sings, but delete if it stings!

Third, on your weather, I need to explain
The rule for success is more sunshine, less rain.

Another flaw Madam, I fear, is redundancy.
Weeds appear here in excessive abundancy.

Burdock and Witch grass and Pigweed and Vetch?
A touch would be nice, but so much is a stretch.

Therefore, and sincerely, I wish you good luck
In placing this elsewhere. Your talent and pluck

May carry you far, but the flaw and the weeds
At this time, I’m afraid, just do not meet our needs.

Reeve Lindbergh

Walden Home Demonstration Group

Celebrates 60 Years

Perennial Pleasures
Nursery & Tea Garden

Flowers, Herbs & Shrubs

English Cream Teas
Treat yourself and your guests to tea served

in a beautiful display garden or greenhouse.  
Fresh baked scones and delicious cakes.

Teas served 12 - 4 p.m.  Reservations suggested.  

OPEN 10-5  TUES. - SUN. w EAST HARdwiCK  VT w 472-5104
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Danville School Baseball

Vermont Division 4  Vermont Division 4  

State Champions State Champions 

Centennial Field, Burlington VT   

June 9, 2006

danville’s Brandon Lumbra (third base) and

Justin Chamberlin (shortstop) made base hits

to the left side of the infield a tough way to get

on base.

Photos By: Jim Ashley

Celebrating for danville are (L-r) Assistant Coach randall McGrath, Jordan White, Ian Callahan,

Chris elliott, Jess Murray, James Kuligoski, Jared White, Logan Calkins, Julian Kempton, richie

Benoit, Brandon Lumbra, Stone Conroy, Justin Chamberlin and Head Coach dave Chamberlin. Hidden

in the picture is Asa White.

Julian Kempton (left), Batboy Matt Chamberlin (right) and

danville Scorekeeper and Team Chef Paula Bystrzycki (center) cel-

ebrate on the infield after the final out.

danville Catcher Jared White and Pitcher Stone

Conroy share the great pleasure of standing under the

lights at Centennial field in Burlington and winning

the division IV championship game. 

Logan Calkins gets a hard hit single in the state championship game

against Blue Mountain Union High School. danville won the game 4-1

finishing the season with an overall record of 13-6.

Senior Stone Conroy started pitching for

danville as a freshman and finished his four

years on and off the mound pitching danville

to the 2006 state championship.
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are you building
a new home?

remodeling your
current home?

You Need Heat!

We install all kinds
of heating systems.

Call- 748-8934

Free Estimates

NORTHERN PETROLEUM CO.
189 RAILROAD ST. - ST. JOHNSBURY, VT 05819   (802) 748-8934 OR 1(800) 222-9276

“SERVICE”
“Friendly, Dependable, Caring for You”

We make your home a better place.

Richard P. Barrett Insurance Agency
309 Portland Street, Suite 102

St. Johnsbury, Vermont 05819

(802) 748-5224

MICHAEL K. WALSH & SON, Builders

New Construction w Remodeling w Renovations

Finish Work w Decks wWallpapering w etc.
w Call Now for Summer Projects

Solid reputation of  quality workmanship,

reasonable rates and dependability

Over 25 years of  experience     (802) 684-3977 Danville, VT

Dr. Mark A. Leipert

Dr. Richard Leven

Dr. Stephen Feltus

Dr. Rebecca Hogan

Peter Boyle
Optician

Buy your first eyeglasses at regular price
~ get second frame* free with your purchase
of a second set of lenses.

*second frame of equal or lesser value.
Good through July 31, 2006

WE HAVE IT ALL

2nd

Frame FREE*

EXTRAVAGANZA

Treasure Chest Crafts
Hand Crafted in Vermont

Ken & Cheryl Mundinger
451 Peacham Road, Danville VT  05828
(802) 684-2569         KKM4807@aol.com

BeTS PArKer ALBrIGHT

In early June I had an experi-
ence that surprised me because
of the effect it had on me emo-
tionally.  It was when I went back
to my Alma Mater for my 65th
college reunion, accompanied by
my husband, who for some rea-
son enjoys my reunions as much
as his own.  I hadn’t been back to
Wellesley since my 50th, which
was a lively, well-attended occa-
sion.  

The 65th was more subdued,
as you might imagine. Forty
three classmates of a class of
about 400 felt spry enough to
roam the campus, eat under a
huge white tent along with other
‘reuning’ classes and attend the
interesting lectures.  My only
disappointment was that only a
few of the 43 returnees were peo-
ple I knew well in college.
Happily, we were able to stay
with a dear friend from my class,
whose home is in the town next

to the college.
Moving through the large and

beautiful campus was like a
dream in which you know where
you are, but nothing is quite
where you expect it to be.  The
modest trees of the 40’s have
developed into giant, almost
interlocking, masses of greenery.
It was difficult to see the build-
ings for the burgeoning forest.

When we arrived on Friday,
we were in the same soggy
weather I thought we had left in
Vermont, and Saturday was more
of the same – all day.  But we
were determined not to be daunt-
ed.  After attending a slide show
on current politics ably presented
by a young member of the facul-
ty, we were very much attracted
to a walking tour of the botanical
gardens and arboretum that have
been developed by the college
over the years.  

After donning an extra layer
of slickers, we were led on the
walk along mowed grassy paths

by another faculty person, a
bright-eyed sturdy young woman
in the botany department who
was in charge of the ever-chang-
ing plantings on the campus.
She was knowledgeable and
pleasant, and we saw a dazzling
variety of trees and shrubs, beau-
tifully arrayed.  We sloshed
through groves, along a small
brook and beside a pond, inter-
estingly named Paramecium
Pond.

Returning soggily to the
dorm where members of our
class gathered, we left our shoes
and socks clumping around in a
clothes dryer in the basement and
collapsed contentedly in a lounge
with fellow 41ers.  We chatted
happily about lives and families
and reminisced about the past.

On Sunday we were blessed
with beautiful sunny weather, the
first in days.  We gathered in the
gray stone chapel for a 10
o’clock service. It was led by the
head of the department of reli-
gious studies, a dynamic and
charming man who talked about
how Wellesley had grown over
the years – from a comfortable,
fairly homogeneous group of
young women who had managed
to meet the college’s high
scholastic requirements, but who
were eager to have fun and meet
nice lads from the nearby col-
leges – to a very scholarly insti-
tution that reached out to, and
was concerned with, the wide
world into which they would
graduate.  The service featured
participants from many faiths

who were active in the religious
studies program.  It was moving
to see members of Hindu,
Muslim, Hebrew, Unitarian and
Buddhist persuasions lead vari-
ous parts of the service.  A col-
lege choir sang, as did returning
alumnae of all faiths, and the
chapel was filled to the walls.

The final event we attended
was a traditional parade of the
returning classes.  It was fortu-
nate that the weather had become
fair, as this was strictly an out-
door affair.  The classes that were

celebrating reunions – every fifth
year – gathered chronologically.
The women were all dressed in
white.  Bearers of the class ban-
ner led each group, and we
paraded across the campus
accompanied by a band.  The
path was lined by families, visi-
tors and students who stayed on
to help with the reunion.  As the
oldest group there, we were
cheered wildly by the onlookers.
No, I’m wrong – there was one
member of the Class of ‘31 who
marched sturdily along by her-
self, smiling and waving a ban-
ner!

It was a delightful weekend,
and there was a warm feeling
that our Alma Mater was holding
its own in the world, providing
excellent education with far
more varied courses than were
offered to us.

Wellesley’s motto is non min-

istrari, sed ministrare – not to be
ministered to, but to minister.  I
am proud to be a graduate.

Photo By: Peter Albright

Bets Parker Albright joined her gathered classmates at their 65th

college reunion at Wellesley College in June and found that the

place and the people, however much they may have changed, are

stll familiar.

you Can Go Back Again
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our health Centers may Be able to help
Our Concord Health Center and Danville Health Center offer discounts on many

of the most common prescription drugs. This discount is available to all patients
of the health centers. In addition, for those with limited incomes, we apply an addi-
tional discount if you qualify for our sliding fee program. For more information, call
for an appointment.

The following practitioners are accepting new patients:

Concord health Center (802) 695-2512
Sarah Berrian, MD (Pediatric, Adult and Obstetrical Care)
Mary Ready, M.D. (Family Medicine and Obstetrical Care)

Susan Taney, Nurse Practitioner (Adult Care)
Donna Ransmeier, BHS, Behavioral Health Counseling

Jeniane R. Langmaid, PA-C

Danville health Center (802) 684-2275
Tim Tanner, MD (Pediatric and Adult Care)
Sharon Fine, MD (Pediatric and Adult Care)

Mariel Hess, Nurse Practitioner (Pediatric and Adult Care)

Concord and Danville Health Centers are units of 

Northern Counties Health Care, Inc. -  established in 1976 

to bring health services to those in need in the 

Northeast Kingdom.

Are You Having Trouble Affording 
the Prescription Drugs You Need?

The only independent pharmacy in St, Johnsbury
“Dedicated to your good health”

415 Railroad St. w St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 w (802) 748-3122

Going away this summer?
Our Travel Section has a good selection
of miniatures for your convenience:
first aid and personal care items.
Don’t forget about Gauthier’s brand
products!

Danville United Methodist Church
“The biggest little church on the Green”

“the will of God is fulfilled in spite of us ... 
and even with us sometimes.” 

- Carlo Carretto

Sunday Worship
and Fellowship 8:45 a.m.

Sunday School During Worship Service

Rev. Henry E. Cheney
684-3389 office
Need a ride?

Call Steve 684-3484

Vacation Bible School
June 19-23
Call the Danville
Congregational Church
to pre-register. 684-2176

Closed mondays during July & august

VAN PArKer

On a recent family trip to
Michigan I found myself
browsing through the magazine
section at a large chain book-
store. I don’t think I’ve ever
seen more magazines in one
place. The titles covered almost
every subject you could think
of: news, fashion, sports, auto-
motive, cooking, glamour. They
were left, right and center polit-
ically. Some were on the sleazy
side. Others looked quite
learned and highly
technical. One that attracted my
attention simply bore the title
MORE. That was it, just
“more.” More of what? I didn’t
stop to look but the title still
intrigues me.

For most of the last several
years I’ve added a little space to
the vegetable garden. This year I
thought about it but decided
against turning up more ground.
Why? Probably because the
present size covers about all I
want to handle and, frankly,
about all I have the energy for.
It’s just about right. It’s enough.

Wendell Berry has become a
kind of patron saint of mine. In
case you haven’t heard of him,
Berry is a farmer who lives in
Kentucky. He is also a writer of
novels, poems and of books
about the land. He doesn’t like
what he calls “agribusiness.”
He’s referring to huge agricul-
tural combines that often take
more out of the soil than they
put back. 

In agribusiness people
become numbers and the “bot-
tom line” replaces personal rela-
tionships. Berry believes in lim-
its, in smaller units for farms, in
communities where people can
interact and know each other.
His message seems to be that we
need to get back in touch with
our neighbors and ourselves.

That means living within limits.
It’s not trying to take up all

the space. It’s knowing when
enough is enough.

A man in his 90’s was inter-
viewed about what he thought
made people happy. Not taking
very long to answer he said that
he thought the key to happiness
was having enough - but not too
much. He seemed to say that
too much was about as bad as
having too little.

The question I’m dealing
with in the vegetable garden
is: what is enough garden. For
now I’ve come to an answer
that’s comfortable for me.
Maybe in five years I’ll cut
down a bit, and perhaps in ten, if
still around, I’ll plant it all to
grass. We’ll see. Time will tell. 

That magazine called
MORE describes the atmos-
phere in which we live. That
atmosphere encourages more of
everything : more money, bigger
houses, more oil, more status,
more recognition, more achieve-
ment. Wendell Berry, and others
like him, talk about moving
from a “more” world into an
“enough” world. 

They say it’s for our own
good.  

The Peacham Historical
Association has invited
renowned herbalist, Rosemary
Gladstar to give a lecture on the
uses and benefits of plants.  On
Wednesday, July 12 at 4:00 p.m.
at the Peacham Historical House,
Gladstar will offer a lecture
referring to the PHA garden,
which was planted in honor of
the past PHA President Lorna
Quimby.  

Gladstone, a pioneer in the
herbal movement and the author
of nine books, is referred to as
the “Godmother of American
Herbalism.” Her herbal remedies
address everyday ailments, ease
stress and anxiety and promote
radiant beauty within and with-
out while nurturing longevity
and well-being throughout the
life cycle. 

Gladstone has been practic-
ing, living, learning, teaching
and writing about herbs for over
30 years.  She is the author of
Herbal Healing for Women and
the Gladstar family Herbal.
She is founder and director of
Sage Mountain Herbal Retreat
Center and Botanical Sanctuary
located in East Barre and founder
of United Plant Savers, a non-
profit group dedicated to saving

endangered wild plants from
extinction throughout the United
States.

Galdstone’s talents are
known throughout the world, and
this is a rare opportunity to share
in her passion for the “power of

plants.”  Donations will be
accepted.  The event will take
place rain or shine. 

For information regarding
the event, contact Mel Reis at the
Peacham Historical Association,
(802) 592-3079.  

when enough is enough Discover the “Power of Plants” in Peacham 

Photo By: Stan Pekala

There’s a bull moose and his family, as he knows it, in the

vicinity of US 2 near Molly’s Pond between West danville and

Cabot. drive carefully as you pass (night or day) for the east-

bound traffic has been frazzled by the all-summer road resur-

facing behind it, and west-bound drivers may slam on their

brakes to watch. A collision with either this fellow or another

vehicle will be an unfortunate experience.
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Set your dial to Vermont Public Radio 

WVPA 88.5 FM St. Johnsbury

WVPR 89.5 FM Windsor; WRVT 88.7 FM Rutland;  

WBTN 94.3 FM Bennington or  WVPS 107.9 FM Burlington

We make wall lights, ceiling lights, table & standing lamps
and outdoor lighting. Custom shades and a large selection of

glass shades. We rewire, restore, polish, patina
and do lighting decorating & consulting.

Residential or commercial.

See us by appointment or by chance.

2 miles north of West Burke off Route 5, Sutton, VT
www.highbeams.com

CUSTOM BRASS & COPPER

LIGHTING

Lighting Showroom

802.467.3943

Home Game
Schedule

To Order Tickets Call:
(802) 655-6611

JULY

5 - Lowell Spinners

6 - Lowell Spinners

7 - Lowell Spinners

12 - Batavia Muckdogs

13 - Batavia Muckdogs

14 - Batavia Muckdogs

15 - Brooklyn Cyclones

16 - Brooklyn Cyclones

17 - Brooklyn Cyclones

25 - Auburn Doubledays

26 - Auburn Doubledays

27 - Auburn Doubledays

30 - Lowell Spinners

31 - Lowell Spinners

Ticket Prices:

Reserved $7

General Admission:

Adult $6, Senior $5, Child

$32
0

0
6

Starting Times:  Monday-Saturday 7:05 p.m.;  Sunday 5:05 p.m.;   Except: Wednesday, July 27 Game at 1:05 p.m

AUGUST

1 - Staten Island Yankees

2 - Staten Island Yankees

3 - Staten Island Yankees

9 - Aberdeen Ironbirds

10 - Aberdeen Ironbirds

11 - Aberdeen Ironbirds

17 - Williamsport Crosscutters

18 - Williamsport Crosscutters

19 - Williamsport Crosscutters

22 - Tri-City Valleycats

23 - Tri-City Valleycats

24 - Oneonta Tigers

25 - Oneonta Tigers

28 - Lowell Spinners

29 - Lowell Spinners

30 - Hudson Valley Renegades

31 - Hudson Valley Renegades

SEPTEMBER

1 - - Hudson Valley Renegades

Peacham, Vermont 05862 l (802) 592-3332

Small Antiques
Unique Handcrafted Gifts

Specialty Foods
Located in the Heart of Peacham Village

Open  June - mid-October
Daily 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Sunday 11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Closed Tuesdays

Open for the Season

Recreation reigns supreme
from the 4th of July on

through Labor Day. We don't
have a lot of time to spend in the
kitchen and usually abandon our
stoves for the convenience of the
grill. But, don't let your outdoor
cooking become boring.

Add creativity with different
rubs, sauces and unusual condi-
ments to serve alongside the
meats and vegetables that find
their way to your grill. I like the
idea of savory condiments to
enliven grill fare. The more pop-
ular condiments such as bread
and butter pickles, chutneys and
relishes are readily available and
easy to buy, but the following
recipes are a little different and
will add a personal touch to your
meals. 

Condiments are also the per-
fect food to bring to a barbecue -
they are always a welcome addi-
tion because they compliment
rather than compete with any of
the food being served.

The Cubans use this simple
sauce as the basis for many dish-
es. It is great used on its own or

can add a real depth to a number
of dishes such as rice and beans.
It is a tasty condiment for pork,
beef or sausage and is also a
great sauce for fish. There are
recipes that do not require you
roast the peppers, but it makes
such a difference that I don't rec-
ommend omitting this step.
Besides, this method of cooking
and peeling peppers has become
one of my favorite cooking
chores, and I want to pass it on.

roasting Peppers on the Grill

I like to use a mix of peppers
- Red, green (both bell and
poblano if you can find them),
yellow, orange and a couple of
jalapenos. Two of each is a good
number. I usually taste the
jalapeno to see if I need one or
two for heat.

Put the grill on high and get it
to temperature. Place the whole
peppers on the grill (make sure
you take those nasty stickers off)
and close it up. Let the peppers
char totally on one side and turn
over to do the same on the other
side. Once they are totally black-
ened take them off the grill (with
tongs) and place in a plastic
Ziploc bag. You can stuff as
many in as you want. Close the

bag and let sit until they cool off.
You will want to leave a small
opening for the heat to escape.

There are a couple of things
to remember:
wWhile you do want the pep-

pers to be black on each side -
you can overcook them. Don't let
the charred surface get too thick.
You really only want the skin to
char.
w On the other hand you need

to get the skin blackened fully on
high heat and you don't want to
undercook them.
w Don't try to peel them when

they are still hot. It just makes
the chore harder and less enjoy-
able.
w Be careful with the poblano

and jalapeno peppers - they can
have a little heat to them and you
want to wash your hands after
working with them.

Set yourself up with a bowl
for the seeds and skin (to throw
out) and a bowl for the finished
product. Give yourself a nice flat
area to work on.  When the pep-
pers are cooled open the bag and
take one pepper out at a time.
Take as much of the skin as will
easily peel off with your fingers
(most of it will) and then pull out
the stem end with the seeds
attached. Put the stem in the
garbage bowl and slice the pep-
per so it will lay flat on the sur-
face. Gently scrape the rest of
seeds out of the pepper and put
the seeds in the garbage bowl.
Keep the surface free of seeds so
you don't have them in your fin-
ished product. Turn the pepper
over and gently scrape away any
skin that is left. Put the pepper in
the finished product bowl and
continue on with the rest of the
peppers.

You will be amazed at how
beautiful these peppers are and

how flavorful they have become.
People that don't usually eat pep-
pers will love them. I always
keep a supply in the refrigerator
for use in a lot of dishes. They
make a great condiment on their
own with a little salt and pepper.

Make the Sofrito

3 or 4 whole roasted and
peeled peppers from above
recipe - chopped

Olive oil 
2-3 cloves garlic
2 medium (or one large)

onions chopped fine
2 ribs celery chopped fine

(optional)
1 tablespoon dried basil
2 teaspoons dried oregano
1 cup chopped fresh flat 

parsley
3 or 4 chopped peeled fresh

tomatoes (if you don't have
fresh - canned whole 
tomatoes will do)

Salt and pepper to taste

In a large sauté pan lightly
brown the garlic in olive oil and
add the onions. Sauté the onions
until they are soft and add the
celery. Sauté until these vegeta-
bles are cooked through. Add the
basil, oregano, parsley and toma-
toes. Cook for about 5 minutes
and add the roasted peppers.
Cook for another 5 minutes. Add
salt and pepper to taste.

You can store these in the
refrigerator for several days and
use them as you see fit.

If you have a burner on the
side of your grill this is some-
thing you should try. The reason
I suggest you do this on an out-

side burner is that as you cook
the vinegar down (reduce it) a
sugary steam tends to coat the
area around the cook space. This
creates a hard to clean situation
in your kitchen. 

This reduction is very versa-
tile. Pour it in any barbecue
sauce or brine, use it in a mari-
nade, rub it on meat before you
barbecue or put a few drops
beside grilled meats for dipping.
There is no need to refrigerate
this reduction. I keep it on the
counter to use in many ways.

32 oz. balsamic vinegar
½ cup sugar
1 cup red port wine (optional)

Put all the ingredients in a
large saucepan and heat to boil-
ing while stirring constantly.
When it reaches the boiling stage
turn it down to simmer. Be care-
ful when this mixture is boiling
because it is like jelly and will
boil over the sides of the pan at
that temperature. Don't leave it
on high heat unattended. When
you have it at a simmer that will
not boil over you can leave it for
short periods of time. It will take
about 30 to 40 minutes to reduce
the mix by half and get it fairly
syrupy. Remove from the heat
and let it cool a little before put-
ting it in glass jar for storage.

At once sweet and tart, this
jam is great with almost anything
you can put on the grill. Put a
sprinkle of hot pepper flakes in it
as it cools to add a little spice to
the recipe.

4 onions - sliced in half 
lengthwise and then cut into
thin half rounds (peeled and
chopped fruit can be added
now - optional)

2 bunches of scallion - chopped
fine with greens included

1 cup white balsamic vinegar
or cider vinegar

1 cup dry vermouth
½ cup sugar
¼ cup pimento or red roasted

peppers - chopped
¼ cup parsley

No Small potatoes
Vanna Guldenschuh

Cuban Sofrito

Balsamic vinegar

reduction

Onion and Scallion Jam
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hot pepper flakes (optional)
salt and pepper to taste

Put the onions, vinegar, ver-
mouth and sugar in a medium
saucepan over and bring to a
boil. Turn down the heat and let
simmer slowly for about 1 hour,
stirring occasionally until the liq-
uid has reduced to almost noth-
ing. The onions should be trans-
parent. If at any time the liquid is
evaporating too fast and you fear
it will burn, just add a little
water. You don't want this to
brown at all if you can help it.

Take it off the heat when
done and immediately add the
scallions, peppers and parsley. If
you are using hot pepper flakes
add them now as well. Stir well
and let cool. Season with salt and
pepper to taste after it has cooled
down.

A nice variation includes the
addition of peeled and chopped
pears or peaches at the beginning
along with the onions. It gives it
a chutney type texture and deep-
ens the flavor.

Caponata is traditionally
made with eggplant, but plentiful
summer zucchini is a good sub-
stitute in the North Country. The
capers and green olives in this
recipe add a pungency that com-
pliments chicken, pork or
seafood.

6 medium or 4 large zucchini
finely chopped 

¼ cup olive oil
2 cloves garlic finely chopped
2 celery ribs finely chopped
1 onion finely chopped
1 tomato - peeled and chopped
4 tablespoons capers
½ cup pimento stuffed green

olives coarsely chopped
3 tablespoons balsamic 

vinegar (or 1½ tablespoons
balsamic vinegar reduction)

1 tablespoon sugar
salt and pepper to taste

Sauté the garlic in a little
olive oil until it is barely
browned. Add a little more oil
and the onion and cook until it
softens. Add the zucchini and
celery and cook until they are
soft. You might have to add a lit-
tle water if the vegetables are
browning too quickly - just don't
get it too soupy. Add the tomato,
capers, olives, balsamic vinegar
and sugar. Cook for about 10
minutes to meld all the flavors
and reduce any liquids. Season
with salt and pepper and serve at
room temperature. I also make a
version with black pitted
Kalamata olives instead of green
ones. It makes a whole different
condiment.

You may store in the refriger-
ator for 3 or 4 days. It is actually
better after a day or two.

AUtO rePAIr

1193 Portland street
st. Johnsbury, VT 05819

(802) 748-3636
www.wesward.com

Complete Car Care services

Parts Plus 
Tune-up
Rebate

SUPPLIES

Peter Hopkins
13 Raymond Street

Lyndonville, VT

05851

Phone (802) 626-5555

Night (802) 626-8042

Acupuncture
in the Northeast Kingdom

Ancient Wisdom. Modern Medicine.
Dedicated to your health and well being

Amy Wheeler & Barry Fudim
Licensed & National Board Certified

offices:
Barnet, VT and Hanover, NH
By appointment: (802) 633-2876

helon hoffer, Danville, VT; Colin hollister, Lewiston, me; Joel Currier, Danville, VT;
monte, Patti and sara Franke, saratoga springs, ny;  Joan and John Butler, mystic, CT;  

gregory nickerson, Big horn, Wy; Bob and Lisa Butler, noank, CT; eliot Pitney, Portland, me; 
eugene Kim, hooksett, nh; overland Travel, Inc., Williamstown, ma; Virginia Flanders, Danville, VT; 
Littleton Bike shop, Littleton, nh; Claudia Balivet, Danville, VT; David and sandy molin, sylva, nC; 

Ken Denton and marcia maynard, Cabot, VT; Kate russell, Lewiston, me; David Toll, st. Johnsbury, VT; 
Barry and susan hollister, Pittsfield, ma; Dana Kraus and Tom Forster, Danville, VT; 
Linda armstrong and Bob Laird, Danville, VT; Beth and Joel Kostka, Tallahassee, FL; 

Frederic s. hoffer Jr., West hartford, CT; John and mary Williams, mirror Lake, nh; 
James Llewellyn, Danville, VT; mark Fixter, West Danville, VT; russell Johanson, nashua, nh; 

Thomas ashley, south royalton, VT; Jenness and Tim Ide, Danville, VT; robin Jacobs, st. Johnsbury, VT; 
Peter Iris-Williams, haddonfield, nJ; mark & nancy Williams, Tallahassee, FL; 
Donald and Linda Tase, Colebrook, nh; elisabeth neidlinger, sioux Falls, sD; 

Peter and Jeanne gallerani, Danville, VT; Barbara hawley, Danville, VT; 
optical expressions, st. Johnsbury, VT; Tim and suzanne Tanner, Danville, VT; 
Terry & Kathy hoffer, Danville; Katharine Butler and Tom Wideman, milton, ma; 

sienna Vorono, Boston, ma; Charlie Leroyer and maria salvaggio, searsmont, me.

Beth Theisen, Golden Valley, MN; Elliston Murray, Katonah, NY; Arden Sperry, Katonah, NY; 
Scott Theisen, Plymouth, MN; Tom Fitzgerald, Little Falls, MN; Peter Mertz, Tewksbury, MA; 
Thomas Novak, Iowa City, IA; Benjamin Harvey, Katonah, NY; John Haas, Little Falls, MN; 

Jeannie Colmery, Western Springs, IL; Mike Kamm, Mill Valley, CA; Chevy Case, Bedford Corners, NY; 
Peter Kunhardt, Chappaqua, NY; Pam DeMorett, Pierz, MN; Gary Paulson, Little Falls, MN; 

Kurt Devine, Little Falls, MN; Mary Uhlhorn, Little Falls, MN; Ashley Morgan, Westerville, OH; 
Earl Patterson, Twin Falls, ID; Tom Steinke, Little Falls, MN; Olivia Farr, Bedford Hills, NY; 

Mary Lines, Bedford Hills, NY; Hallie Preston, Lewiston, ME; Gary Garabedian, San Francisco, CA; 
Gary Schaevitz, Katonah, NY; Terry Gumz, Katonah, NY; Jerry Januschka, Little Falls, MN; 

Claude Ruibal, Santa Monica, CA; Carolyn Kendig, Richmond, VA; Jack Ferguson, McClean, VA; 
Peggy Phelps, Pasadena, CA; John Abbott, Katonah, NY; Chris Morley, Bedford, NY; Kurt Owen, Little Falls, MN; 

Pam DeMorrett, Pierz, MN; Ed Germscheid, Le Center, MN; Jeannie Vaughn, South Pasadena, CA; 
Priscilla Danforth, Marblehead, ME; David Larsen, Sioux Falls, SD; Katherine Schwarzenbach, Pasadena, CA; 

Sallie Colmery, Pasadena, CA; Stephan Pratt, Pebble Beach, CA; Paul Prosapio, Little Falls, MN; 
Cynthia Mas, Bedford, NY; Doug Anderson, Little Falls, MN; Ryan Kray, Little Falls, MN; 

Dorothy Matthieson, Pasadena, CA; Jocelyn Childs, Denver, CO; Alice Preston, Richmond, VA; 
Steve Feid, Bedford Hills, NY; James Gehant, Little Falls, MN; Paul Germscheid, Columbia Heights, MN; 

Michael Neudecker, Little Falls, MN; Steven Herzog, Little Falls, MN; Dana Harms, Little Falls, MN; 
Mike Frericks, Sartell, MN; Richard Brenny, Little Falls, MN; Ron Klinker, Little Falls, MN; 

Kathleen Theisen, Plymouth, MN; Darla Theisen, Maple Grove, MN; Lisa and Peter Germscheid, Little Falls, MN.

For seven days and 585 miles, 1,800 cyclists rode from San Francisco to 

Los Angeles to benefit the San Francisco AIDS Foundation and the 

Los Angeles Gay & Lesbian Center. Together we raised more than $8 million.

Along the way we passed people with signs saying that we were changing the world. 

Whether your cause lies in the battle against the AIDS epidemic or 

somewhere else, being part of such a passionate community of people can

make you feel that, indeed, you do have the power to change the world. 

And that excitement lasts longer than any bike ride.

From the Bates College team to our sponsoring families and friends, thank you.

emily hoffer, Danville, VT; 

megan germscheid, Little Falls, mn; Pete mertz, Tewksbury, ma; 

hallie Preston, Bedford, ny and Katie nolan, gladstone, nJ

aIDs - LifeCycle 5

l

June 4 - 10,
2006

Zucchini Caponata

Photo By: Stan Pekala

Lisa Whitney and Stan Pekala are veterinarians at the Danville Animal Hospital. Whitney’s dog
and close friend, Lexie, had a bad day recently after a run-in with a porcupine. Lexie would like us
to know that this was no laughing matter. The common porcupine lives in or near the woods and
has wiry hairs on the front of its body, but give it a chance to turn around, and its rump and
rounded tail may deliver a full load from up to 30,000 heavier hollow quills. As anyone who has
been stuck by even a single quill knows, these things hurt.
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Accountants
Kenneth M. Biathrow, CPA 
Tax preparation services -Personal,
business, estate. Accounting services,
financial statements review and com-
pilation. P.O. Box 528, 364 Railroad
St.,  St. Johnsbury, VT 05819.
(802) 748-2200. 

McCormick & Company P.C.
Barry A. McCormick, CPA; Dwight
E. Lakey, CPA; Robin C. Gauthier,
CPA. 1360 Main Street, St. Johnsbury,
VT 05819-2285. (802) 748-4914.
(800) 516-CPAS. 

A.M. Peisch & Company llC
A 5 office Vermont based accounting
firm specializing in individual and
business tax services, financial and
retirement planning, accounting,
auditing and estate planning. We pro-
vide technology services including
network security, operational reviews
and accounting support. 1020
Memorial Drive, St. Johnsbury, VT.
05819. (802) 748-5654.

Air Conditioning

Plumbing & Heating

trombly Plumbing & Heating
Commercial & Residential  Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning, Propane
Service  and Supply. 77 Concord
Ave., St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802)
748-1953. FAX (802)748-3848.
dant@kingcon.com  

Green Mountain Geothermal
Use a ground source heat pump and
save up to a third over the cost of oil
heat. Jim Ashley, West Danville.
(802) 684-3491. 

Alternative

Health & wellness

Sali tetreault 
Psychic Reader/Reiki Master (prac-
tioner & teacher). Individual readings
and tarot parties. Ongoing classes &
workshops, broad subject of energy
work. Walk-ins accepted at
Artscaping, 101 Depot Street,
Lyndonville.  Wednesdays 10-5,
Fridays 1-7. (802) 626-4046 or (802)
467-1174. salicrow@hotmail.com          

Appliance repair
lewis Appliance
Factory Authorized Service and
Repair for Maytag, JennAir, Asko,
Viking, Bosch, Sub-Zero and
Frigidaire. Wayne Lewis, Waterford,
VT. (802) 748-6561.

Attorneys
law Office of 
Charles D. Hickey, PlC
General Practice of Law.
69 Winter St., PO Box 127,
St. Johnsbury, VT  05819-0127.
(802) 748-3919.

law Offices of
Jay C. Abramson

Estate Planning, Long-Term Care
Planning, Wills, Trusts, Real Estate.
Certified Elder Law Attorney. 1107
Main Street, Suite 101, St. Johnsbury,
VT 05819. (802) 748-6200.                            

Auctioneers
eaton Auction Service
Specializing in Antiques, Collectibles
and Estate Sales. Personal and knowl-
edgeable service. Auctioneers: Chuck
Eaton (802) 333-9717 or Chris Welsh
eas@sover.net. Fairlee, VT 05045.
www.eatonauctionservice.com

Autobody repair
five Star Autobody
Certified collision repair center;
Complete autobody repairs from glass
to frame. George C. Mudge, Jr.
Located off I-91, Exit 22, 604
Lapierre Drive, St. Johnsbury, VT
05819. (802) 748-5321.

Automobile repair
Burke view Garage, Inc.
Larry Lefaivre, Owner. Domestic &
Import Repair; Brakes, Exhaust,
Tune-Ups. We Do It All! Tire Sales
Also. M-F 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.. RT
114, Lyndonville, VT 05851.
(802) 626-3282.

Mark’s Automotive
Foreign and domestic repairs. Cooper,
Hankook and Remington tires.
Brakes, exhaust, oil change, VT State
inspection, computer wheel balancing
and computer diagnostics. ASE certi-
fied. Mark Jefferson, West Barnet
Road, Barnet Center, VT.
(802) 633-3863.

wes ward Automotive repair 
and tire Center
Comprehensive automobile repair for
domestic and foreign  vehicles, RV’s
and school buses. ASE certified. 1193
Portland Street, St. Johnsbury, VT
05819. (802) 748-3636. 

Bed & Breakfast
emergo farm
261 Webster Hill Road, Danville, VT
05828. 19th century dairy farm on
230-acres hosted by 6th generation
family. Accommodations both private
and shared. Full breakfast served.
Visit the barns and watch or join the
activity. (802) 684-2215 or (888) 383-
1185. www.emergofarm.com

Gardeners rest B&B
682 Daniels Farm Road, Waterford,
VT 05819. 1854 farmhouse located on
16 rural acres. Three rooms with pri-
vate baths. Elegant breakfast.
Extensive gardens designed by your
English hosts. (802) 748-9388 or
9657. www.gardenersrest.com

Books
Kingdom Books
Northern New England’s poetry, mys-
tery and fine press bookshop.
KingdomBks@aol.com and (802)
748-5488. See our reviews at
www.KingdomBks.com Call for an
appointment. Beth & Dave Kanell.

lyders fine Books
Buying and selling 19th and 20th cen-
tury first editions in fine condition.
rlyders@pivot.net (802) 592-3086.
Josette & Richard Lyders, P.O. Box
250, Peacham, VT 05862.

Bricklayer
C.t. Cushman Masonry
Chimneys, Fireplaces, Patios,
Stonewalls, Slate & Flagstone
Walkways, Steps, Chimney and
Foundation Repairs, Brick & Stone
Veneer. 35 Years Experience.
Chimney Cleaning. (802) 748-2221.

Cabinetry
Calendar Brook Cabinetry
Since 1979 – Custom Kitchen
Cabinetry, Bathroom Vanities,
Entertainment Centers, Tables, Doors,
Architectural Millwork and
Mouldings, Hardwoods and
Hardwood Plywoods, Hardwood
Flooring, Stone and Solid Surface and
Laminate Tops.  David Patoine,
Master Craftsman. 4863 Memorial
Drive, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819.
(802) 748-5658. 

Cabins & Campgrounds

Harvey’s lake Cabins and 
Campground 

May 15-Oct 15. Lakefront furnished
cabins set in wooded private 53-site
campground. Large private campsites
with W ES suitable for tents popups,
RV’s. Group Area,  Refurbished
Recreation Hall, Reunions, Retreats
and Receptions. Boats, Kayaks and
Bicycle Rentals. 190 Campers Lane,
West Barnet, VT 05821. (802) 633-
2213. www.harveyslakecabins.com

Chimney Sweep
David Allen, Chimney Sweep
Prompt Service, Reasonable Rate.
4287  Bayley Hazen Road
West Danville, VT  05873.
(802) 684-2268.

nelson enterprise, Inc. &
Clean Sweep Chimney Service

Full Service Masonry - New
Construction and Repair: chimneys,
fireplaces and stainless relining.
Chimney Sweeping Service: inspec-
tions, caps and hearth products. Gary
& Shari Nelson, CSIA certified and
VT licensed; Fully insured. PO Box
53, Sheffield, VT  05866.
(802) 626-8320.

Clocks 
Clock repair
Antique clock repair by appointment.
Richard Diefenbach, 1148 Jamieson
Rd., Danville, VT.
(802) 748-2193.

Computers
northeast Computer Systems
Home & Business Computer Systems.
Networking, Hardware, Service,
Support and Software. 37 Depot
Street, PO Box 1059, Lyndonville,
VT 05851. (802) 626-1050. FAX
(802) 626-5012. www.necomp.com

yankee electronic Solutions
Est. 1989 by professionally trained
master tech. Fast and affordable in-
shop or on-site PC diagnosis and
repair. Upgrades and custom built sys-
tems. 623 Concord Avenue, St.
Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-
4544. yes@kingcon.com

DPG Services
Home & Business Computer Systems
& Networks, Hardware & Software
Upgrades. Professional No-Attitude
On-Site Service & Repairs. Free Pick-
Up & Delivery. 99 Forest Avenue, St.
Johnsbury, VT 05819. www.dpgser-
vices.net sales@dpgservices.net
(802) 748-5033.

Construction
A.C. trades
Foundation and Sill Repair. Winter
Selective Cut Logging (S.F.I. certi-
fied). Andy Cochran, 1104 Great
Road, Groton, VT 05046.
(802) 584-3828.

Building-recreations   
Crafting residential renovations and
additions in the Northeast Kingdom
for seven years. Specializing in the
use of glass to let natural light
enhance the warmth of your renovated
room, kitchen or bath. I welcome your
renovations for design. John T.
Bruckner. 3316 West Barnet Road,
Barnet, VT 05821. (802) 633-4182 or
FAX (802) 633 4908.
vtbruckner@kingcon.com

C&C Bunnell excavating
Excavation, Site Work, Septic
Systems, Bulldozing, Roads, Ponds
and Trucking Sand, Topsoil, Gravel &
Stone Deliveries. Calvin Bunnell,
Joe’s Brook Rd., Barnet, VT 05821.
(802) 633-3413.

Calkins rock Products, Inc.
Sale of Sand, Gravel and All Sizes of
Ledge Products. Portable Crushing.
Route 5, PO Box 82, Lyndonville, VT
05851. (802) 626-5636.

Gil’s Construction
Foundations & Floors. New Rapid
Forms. Free Estimates. Gilman
LaCourse. (802) 748-9476.

william Graves Builders 
Working throughout Caledonia
County for 29 years, serving as a
building and renovation contractor for
residences, barns, businesses and pub-
lic facilities. We also offer project
management services. We appreciate
your calls and interest. PO Box 128,
329 Cloud Brook Road, Barnet, VT
05821.  (802) 633-2579  FAX (802) 633-
4631. gravesbuild@kingcon.com

Mark Greaves, Builder
New construction and remodeling
including Custom Houses start to fin-
ish. 335 Red Barn Road, Danville, VT
05828. (802) 748-9659.

laferriere Construction, Inc.
New construction, remodeling, cus-
tom work, residential & commercial.
Dennis Laferriere,  525 Wightman Rd,
Danville, VT 05828.  (802) 684-3606.
FAX (802) 684-3628.

Dave legendre and Sons
Builders, Inc.
49 years of quality craftsmanship. If it
pertains to building, we do it from
design to finished product with your
needs in mind. Certified Pella
Contractor. Residential &
Commercial. St. Johnsbury, VT
05819. (802) 748-4068.

Old red Masonry 
John Ellery.  Fireplaces, masonry
heaters, chimneys, patios, landscap-
ing, light excavation.  Free estimates,
fully insured. (802) 633-2336. oldred-
store@gmail.com

ross C. Page foundations
Concrete foundations & slabs.
Residential, Agricultural &
Commercial. Ross C. Page, 368
Thaddeus Stevens Road, Peacham,
VT 05862. (802) 592-3382.
FAX (802) 592-3382.

ruggles roofing
We offer steel roofing in 23 colors
custom made to 40 ft. long to elimi-
nate seems in your roof. Many colors
and designs available with our shin-
gles also. And for low slope roofs our
high performance rubber is cost effi-
cient. Residential and Commercial.
(802) 467-1189.

vt Home Specialties, Inc.
Builder/Dealer of REAL LOG
HOMES. PLAIN & FANCY and
MEDALLION Cabinetry, Home
Furnishings.  Route 2, West Danville,
VT 05873. (802) 684-1024.
www.vthomespecialties.com

Michael K. walsh & Son, 
Builders
Custom new construction: Houses,
decks, remodeling, renovations,
restorations, additions, finish work,
wallpapering.  High quality workman-
ship for over 30 years. Solid reputa-
tion. 349 Calkins Camp Rd., Danville,
VT 05828. (802) 684-3977.

Custom Sawing
On-Site lumbermill work
I will come to your land and cut your
logs with my Wood-Mizer portable
sawmill. Less sawdust, more lumber!
Jeff Hale, Ryegate, VT.
(802) 584-3972.

Custom work
Michael J. Southworth & Sons
Light Trucking, Landscaping, Lawn
Care, Bush Hogging, Rototilling,
Snowplowing, Bark Mulch and
Driveways. 324 Cahoon Farm Road,
West Danville, VT 05873. (802) 563-
2162 or (pager) (802)742-3362.

Dentists
ronald e. Ducham, D.D.S. 
Family dentistry. 501 Portland St., St.
Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-
4727. New patients welcome.

Hawkins Dental Group
Hubert Hawkins, DDS. Complete
Family Dentistry. New patients wel-
comed. 1350 Main Street,  St.
Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-
2325. (800) 870-4963.

Peter M. Ollman, D.M.D. 
Dentist for infants & children. 576
Railroad St., St. Johnsbury, VT 05819.
(802) 748-8701.

Stuart v. Corso, D.M.D.
General and family dentistry. 31
Mountain View Drive, Danville, VT
05828. (802) 684-1133.

Dowsing
American Society of Dowsers
Contact us for information about
dowsing, events and dowsers avail-
able to help with your search. (802)
684-3417. Call our bookstore for
books, tools and a free catalogue.
(802) 748-8565. www.dowsers.org

electrical Service
CG electric
Serving the Northeast Kingdom. Your
full service electrical contractor pro-
viding you with a certified workforce.
Commercial and Residential.
Established 1995. Charlie Gilman, PO
Box 195, Danville, VT 05828. cgelec-
tric@msn.com (802) 684-9700.

Matt Pettigrew electric
New homes (conventional frame,
post & beam or log) renovations or
service upgrade (aerial or under-
ground). Heating system controls,
generator installations and all other
phases of electrical work in a pro-
fessional manner. Licensed in VT &
NH. Danville, VT. (802) 751-8201.

nudd electric
Serving the Walden and Danville area
since 1964. Fully insured and
Licensed in VT & NH. Jim Nudd
(802) 533-2980 and Darren Richard.
Walden, Vermont.

electronics Sales &

Service

Byrne electronic 
Service Center

New & Used Television, VCR and
other consumer electronic sales.
Factory authorized service center for
several brands. Professional repair
service on all TV’s, VCR’s, Stereos
and pro audio equipment. 159 Eastern
Ave., St. Johnsbury, VT 05819.
(802) 748-2111.

excavation
Andre excavation
All phases of excavation including
septic systems, site work, demolition,
drainage and ponds. 25-years experi-
ence. Free estimates. Prompt service.
Call Denis Jacques at
(802) 563-2947.

Compact excavation Services
Including stumps, trenches, drainage,
crushed stone driveways, york raking,
small building demolition, small foun-
dations, tree length brush removed,
rock retaining walls built, excavator
(with thumb) picks up most anything.
Also trucking and trailer to 10,000
pounds and 30’ long. Matt Pettigrew,
Danville, VT. (802) 751-8201.

fencing
All types of fencing
Commercial, Agricultural and
Residential. Chain Link, High Tensile,
Barbed Wire, Woven Wire and
Ornamental. Gordon Goss. (802) 633-
2822. Cell (802) 777-0919. Fax (802)
633-3405. gossmaple@kingcon.com

flooring
Carpet Connection
The flooring specialists. All your
flooring needs. Largest selection in
the State. Depot Street, Lyndonville,
VT 05851. (802) 626-9026 or
(800) 822-9026.

Country floors    
Complete Flooring Sales &
Installation. Carpeting, Vinyl,
Hardwood, Ceramic Tile, Area Rugs.
Stanley H. & Joanne C. Martin,
Hollister Hill Road, Plainfield, VT
05667. (802) 454-7301.

florists
All About flowers 

by lallie and Sandy
All occasion florist featuring fine silk
flowers, unique dried designs and the
freshest flowers in town. Wedding and
funeral arrangements for all budgets.
Customized gift and food baskets
available. 10% senior discount not
applicable with other discounts. 196
Eastern Avenue, St. Johnsbury, VT
05819. (802) 748-5656 or (800) 499-
6565.

Artistic Gardens
Florist & Greenhouse. Unique floral
arrangements for weddings and all
occasions. Specializing in sympathy
arrangements for funerals, fresh flow-
ers, gourmet fruit baskets and bal-
loons. FTD & Teleflora. Memorial
Drive, St. Johnsbury Center.
(802) 748-5646.

forestry
McMath forestry
Complete Ecological Forestland
Management Services. David
McMath, Forester, 4875 Noyestar
Road, East Hardwick, VT 05836.
(802) 533-2970. Toll Free: (866) 462-
6284. www.mctree.com

Zschau forestry
Forest & Wildlife Management
Planning Services. Contact Kurt
Zschau at (802) 684-9900 or
woodlot@charter.net 

everts forest Management
Timber Inventories & Appraisals.
Timber Sales. Tax Assistance. Forest
Management Plans. NH License No.
207. Peter Everts, 278 Cloudy Pasture
Lane, West Barnet, VT 05821.
(802) 592-3088.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Business Identification at a Reasonable Price   $75.00/ year   Price Includes Free Subscription

please tell them you saw it in  The North Star Monthly
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furniture restoration
Chair Care and Klappert
furniture restoration
Authentic restoration of old finishes
and techniques for antique & fine fur-
niture. Specializing in chair repair &
all seat replacement. 90 5th Avenue,
St. Johnsbury, VT.  05819-2672. (802)
748-0077.

Guitar lessons
Kevin Scott Hockman
Acoustic or Electric; Beginner to
Advanced; All Styles; All Ages. Call
(802) 684-3431 for details.

Hair Care
Country Styles family Hair Care
Janet L. Carson. Located at the K.P.
Hall on the top of Hill Street,
Danville, VT 05828.  Follow the
handicapped accessible ramp. Home
service available to shut-ins.
(802) 684-2152. 

Health Care Providers
Danville Health Center   
General Health Services for all ages.
Open M-F. Mariel Hess, N.P.; Tim
Tanner, M.D.; and Sharon Fine, M.D.
26 Cedar Lane, Danville, VT 05828.
(802) 684-2275. (800) 489-2275
(VT).

Concord Health Center
General Health Services for all ages.
Open M-F. Sarah Berrian, M.D.;
Mary Ready, M.D.; Susan Taney,
N.P.; Jeniane R. Langmaid, PA-C and
Donna Ransmeier. 201 E. Main Street,
Concord, VT. (802) 695-2512.

Hardwick Chiropractic
BioGeometric Integration is gentle,
effective chiropractic that allows your
system to heal and to become increas-
ingly adept at correcting itself. Dr.
Grace Johnstone and Dr. Rick
Eschholz. (802) 472-3033.

linda Sayers, reiki Master 
Reiki is an ancient, hands-on healing
art, which supports the body’s ability
to heal itself. Reiki promotes deep
relaxation and helps release physical
and emotional blockages.   Linda
Sayers, Reiki Master Teacher and
Lightwork Practitioner. 63 Norway
Road, Greensboro Bend, VT 05842.
(802) 533-2378. 

lyndonville family
Chiropractic

Contributing to the health of the com-
munity for over 17 years. Offering a
holistic approach to healthcare utiliz-
ing chiropractic, acupuncture, nutri-
tion and massage therapy. Karson
Clark, D.C.; Stacey Clark, D.C. 11
Hill Street, Lyndonville, VT 05851.
(802) 626-5866.

Dan wyand, Pt & Associates
Rehabilitation of Sports Injuries,
Orthopedics and Neuromuscular
Disorders. Sherman Dr., P.O. Box 68,
St. Johnsbury,VT 05819. (802) 748-
3722/1982. Lyndon,VT.
(802) 745-1106.

thousand Hands 
Massage therapy

Laurajean “LJ” Stewart, Licensed
Massage Therapist, 60 Monument
Circle, PO Box 129, Barnet, VT
05821. Located at the Barnet
Tradepost. (802) 633-2700.
samuraihini@hotmail.com.

Hearing Service
Armstrong’s 

Better Hearing Service
STARKEY and WIDEX-Senso-
Digital Custom Hearing Aids. Free
hearing screenings, batteries, acces-
sories, all-make repairs. Isabelle
Armstrong, Sandra Day & Louise
Toll; Consultants and Licensed
Hearing Aid Dispensers. 198 Eastern
Ave., St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802)
748-4852. (800) 838-4327.

Historic Preservation
S. A. fishburn, Inc.
Historic preservation and design fea-
turing custom cabinetry and wood and
plaster restoration. (802) 684-2524.
fish@kingcon.com

Insurance
Sawyer & ritchie Agency
Complete insurance service for your
Home, Farm, Automobile or Business.
Danville, VT 05828. (802) 684-3411.
(800) 734-2203 (VT). 

Berwick Agency, Inc.
All lines of insurance for home, farm,
automobile and business. Est. in 1955.
Licensed in NH & VT.  Jeff Berwick.
Located at 185 Church Street,
Peacham. Mail: PO Box 272,
Peacham, VT 05862. (802) 592-3234
or (802) 592-3956.

Investments
Investment watch

Portfolio analysis and strategy; tax
assistance. Rachel Siegel, CFA.
(802) 633-3977. rsiegel@together.net

Jewlery
On the Hill - Kennedy’s
Full Service. Buy & Sell, New &
Used. Jewelry repairs on site. Watch
repairs available. Sell or trade your
old gold and jewelry for something
new. Daily 9-5. Saturday until noon.
1244 Main Street, St. Johnsbury, VT.
(802) 748-4367 or (800) 407-4367.

lawn Care & landscaping

PH lawn Care & 
landscaping

Lawn mowing, seed & mulch, bush
hogging, retaining walls, shrubbery,
sweeping, split-rail fence, lawn instal-
lation, light trucking. Jeff Cleveland,
765 Mitchell Drive, Lyndonville, VT
05851. (802) 626-0933 or 535-7069.

lnD landscaping
Excavating - Hauling - Brush hog -
Tilling - Driveways - Lawnmowing -
Walkways - Stonewalls - Steps -
Fencing - Cleanup - Planting - Snow
Plowing - Sanding and More. Tim or
Dave, Barre and Wolcott. (802) 479-
0029

Maple Syrup
Sugar ridge farm
Pure Maple Syrup & Maple Products.
“Vermont Seal of Quality.” Available
by mail. MC & Visa accepted. Free
brochure. Stephen & Diane Jones, 566
Stannard Mt. Rd., Danville, VT
05828. (800) 748-0892.

rowell Sugarhouse
Visit a real sugarhouse. Open year
round. See our sugaring equipment.
Maple products, gifts, country crafts,
VT shirts, woodenware, baskets,
honey, souvenirs and more. We will
ship your order. MC/ Visa/DS. Rt. 15,
Walden, VT 05873. (802) 563-2756.

Gadapee family Sugarhouse
Pure VT Maple Syrup in a variety of
containers from gallon to 1.7 oz. nips.
Plastic jugs or glass. Maple cream,
candy, sugar and maple jelly to order.
We have the “Vermont Seal of
Quality” and we ship.  718 Calkins
Camp Rd., Danville, VT 05828.
(802) 684-3323.
gadmaple@together.net

Broadview farm Maple
Pure VT Maple Syrup available in
Grade A Fancy, Medium Amber, Dark
Amber and Grade B.  “Vermont Seal
of Quality.” Maple Cream, Maple
Candy and Maple Sugar are available.
We ship via UPS or Parcel Post. Joe
Newell,  442 York Street, Lyndonville,
VT 05851. (802) 626-8396.
joe@newells.net

Goodrich’s Maple farm
Award-winning Maple Syrup &
Products. Retail, Wholesale and Mail
Order. Custom tubing installation &
consultation. 2427 US 2, Cabot, VT
05647.  (802) 426-3388.
www.goodrichmaplefarm.com

Cabot Hills Maple 
Vermont Certified Organic. Fancy,
Medium, Dark Amber and Grade B
Vermont syrup, maple nuts and gra-
nola. Shipping available. VISA/MC
accepted. Marcia Maynard & Family.
Thistle Hill Road, PO Box 68, Cabot,
VT 05647. (802) 426-3463.  

Meat
lewis Creek Jerseys
Badger Brook Meats
Vince Foy & Deb Yonker. Retailing
Certified Organic Angus Beef and
Lamb by the Cut in any Quantity.
North Danville, VT 05828.
(802)748-8461.

Movers
little Mover
Local, Regional and Contract
Trucking since 1967. KAP Enterprises
LLC, 838 Keyser Hill Road, St.
Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-9112
or cell (802) 793-7986. 

Music Studio
vermont Sky Digital Audio
16-Track Professional Recording
Studio for Singers, Songwriters,
Students and Bands.  Advertising
Jingles; Creative Consulting and
Guitar Classes. Barnet, VT 05821.
(802) 633-2523.

Old Barns
the Barn People
Since 1974 Vintage Vermont barns
purchased, dismantled, restored  &
reassembled elsewhere. Great for
homes, additions, Great Rooms, stu-
dios, backyard offices and oddly
enough …barns. Ken Epworth, 2218
US RT 5 N, Windsor, VT 05089.
(802) 674-5898. barnman@sover.net

Opticians

Optical expressions
Your Family Eye-Care Center. Eye
Exams, Contact Lenses and
Consultation  for Laser-Eye Surgery.
Green Mountain Mall, St. Johnsbury
Center, VT (802) 748-3536 or Berlin
Mall, Berlin, VT. (802) 223-2090.

Pet Care
north Danville Pet Hotel
“It’s not just a kennel. It’s a camp.”
Boarding and grooming both cats and
dogs. 1319 North Danville Road,
Danville, VT 05828. Rusty & Laurie
Speicher, proprietors.
(802) 748-5810.

Property Maintenance
Davis Hill Property and 

Personal Services  
Outdoor property maintenance and
personal assistant services.  Helping
you out at home, at the office or man-
aging your day. Affordable hourly or
seasonal rates. No requests too big or
too small. Over 30 years of old-fash-
ioned service Michael Johnson. (802)
888-8416 or (252) 305-6420.
mjsnowman@pshift.com

real estate
Coldwell Banker 

All Seasons realty
Brent Shafer CBR - Realtor Broker-
in-Charge. 3 office locations to serve
the entire Northeast Kingdom with 18
full time salespeople. Lakefront,
Residential and Acreage. PO Box
1166, Lyndonville, VT 05851. (802)
626-4343. Allseaslyn@togeher.net

Harold Dresser, realtor
Reynolds Real Estate, Inc.
791 Broad Street, Lyndonville, VT
05851. (802) 626-9357 office.   (802)
626-5302 home. Multiple Listing
Service. www.reynoldsre.com
reynoldsre@charterinternet.com

Peter D. watson Agency, Inc.
Country, period and vacation homes;
land and timber tracts, farms and busi-
nesses. Free market analysis.
Greensboro: (802) 533-7077.
Hardwick: (802) 472-3338. East
Burke: (802) 467-3939.
www.northernvtrealestate.com

Century 21 
Quatrini real estate
Susan S. Quatrini, GRI, Broker-
Owner. 1111 Main Street. St.
Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-9543
or (802) 748-3873.
c21qre@sover.net

David A. lussier real estate
Farms, Acreage, Homes and
Investment Properties. 540 Main
Street,  PO Box 872, Lyndonville, VT
05851.  (802) 626-9541 or (802) 626-
8482. Lussier@kingcon.com

Sara Heft, reAltOr
Century 21 Quatrini Real Estate, 1111
Main Street, St Johnsbury, VT 05819.
(802) 748-9543 or (802) 684-1095.
saraheft@mac.com Danville resident
able to help with all your real estate
needs.

robin Jacobs, realtor
Begin realty
Vacation homes, land, residential
property. Caledonia County and
beyond, start your search here.
Representing buyers and sellers in
today’s busy market. Route 2, PO Box
68, Danville, VT 05828. (802) 684-
1127. rjacobs@beginrealty.com

Barbara Machell, realtor
Begin realty Associates   
On the Green in Danville. Long time
resident of Danville, specializing in
Residential property, Vacation homes,
Land and Farms.  (802) 684-1127.
bmachell@beginrealty.com

Schools
the riverside School
Celebrating 25 Years
· enthusiastic students
· dedicated faculty
· high academic standards
· Latin, Greek, and French
· fine and performing arts
· involved parents
· grades 2-8~small class size
VT Approved Independent School 30
Lily Pond Road, Lyndonville, VT
www.trsweb.org
(802) 626-8552

the Stevens School
Grades 5-8. Experts in middle-level
education offering rigorous, prepara-
tory curriculum aligned with
Advanced Placement science, English,
math courses in high school. Excellent
writing program. Fully integrated arts,
music, social studies, English.
Transportation and financial aid
offered.  (802) 592-3194.
www.thestevensschool.com           

Screenprinting
vermont Silkscreen express
Specializing in custom transfers and
silk-screening on T-Shirts,
Sweatshirts, Hats, Bags, Mousepads
and more. We also make color copies.
37 Depot Street, Lyndonville VT
05851. Tues.-Fri. 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
(802) 626-3568.

Septic Service
B&B Septic Service
Full Septic Service and Cleaning.
Residential and Commercial. Power
Rooter Line Cleaning. Camera Line
Inspection. Pressure Washing. Call
Bob Briggs. (802) 748-9858, (888)
748-9858 or (800) 870-0428.
24-hour service. 

Ski equipment
Power Play Sports

Ski and Snowboard Lease
Headquarters. Leases starting at $99.
New and used Skis, Skates and
Hockey Equipment. Skate sharpening,
Ski and Snowboard tuning. Open 7
days. Power Play Sports. Downtown
Morrisville. (802) 888-6557.

Small engine repair
Harry’s repair Shop
Snowmobiles, Snowblowers,
Motorcycles, Lawntractors, ATV’s
and Rototillers. Harry Gammell
VT RT 15, Walden, VT 05873.
(802) 563-2288.

tent rentals
Canopy tent rentals
Tents for all occassions. 10’X20’,
20’X20’, 20’X30’ and 20’X40’.
Carrier’s Canopy Connection.
Windswept Drive, Danville.
(802) 684-3872.

tires
Berry tire Co., Inc.
New tire sales and automotive repair.
Lloyd Morse and Everett Berry, 1545
Red Village Road, Lyndonville, VT
05851. (802) 626-9326.

Goss tire Company 
your firestone Dealer
Specializing in brakes, front-end
work, exhaust and NOKIA tires. RT 5
in St. Johnsbury and RT 5 and 100
Jct. in Morrisville, VT.
(802) 748-3171. (800) 427-3171.

tree Service
Bedor’s tree Service

Professional, quality service. Fully
insured. Member NAA. Offering all
types of tree care. “Spotless Clean-
up.” Call now to schedule your free
estimate. (802) 748-1605 or (800)
493-6945.

Burt’s tree Service 
Pruning, Cabling, Tree & Limb
Removal. Free estimates. Fully
insured. Serving the Northeast
Kingdom and beyond. Member NAA
& ISA. John A. Burt, 25 Garland Hill,
Barnet, VT 05821. (802) 633-3822 or
(800) 633-3823.
john@burtstreeservice.com
www.burtstreeservice.com  

Upholstery
Zane & JoAnn reed 
Custom Upholstery

Craftsmen in working with fine furni-
ture and antiques. Everything restored
from the frame out using your fabric
or ours. Serving the area since 1976.
1896 North Danville Road, St.
Johnsbury, VT 05819.
(802) 748-4819.

vacuum Cleaners
north Country vac & Sew
home of Defender Vacuums made
locally. Sebo, Panasonic, Koblenz,
Sanyo, Eureka, Sanitaire, ProTeam,
C.V.  Service & parts all makes
including Kirby, Electrolux, Rainbow.
Sewing machines & sergers Bernina,
Riccar, Simplicity, Yamata. 442
Portland St. (next to Sherwin-
Williams Paint), St. Johnsbury, VT
05819. (802) 748-9190.

veterinarians
Danville Animal Hospital 
Small animals. Office hours by
appointment. Stanley J. Pekala, DVM
and Lisa Whitney, DVM. Route 2,
Danville, VT 05828. (802) 684-2284.

northern equine veterinary
Services
Steve B. Levine. Practice limited to
horses. Saturday appointments avail-
able. (802) 684-9977.
254 RT 2, Danville, VT 05828.
www.northernequine.com 

Companion Animal Care 
Small animal medicine & surgery.
Bob Hicks, DVM. 54 Western Ave.,
St. Johnsbury, VT. (802) 748-2855. 

volunteers
r.S.v.P.

Do you have some free time? Do you
want to help an organization in the
Northeast Kingdom as a volunteer?
For information call the Retired and
Senior Volunteer Program and the
Volunteer Center at (802) 626-5135 or
(802) 334-7047.

water Systems
H.A. Manosh Corporation
Well Drilling & Hydrofracturing,
Water Systems & Treatment, 24-hour
Plumbing, Video Well Inspections,
Water Fountains.  Morrisville, VT
05661. (802) 888-5722 or (800) 544-
7666. www.manosh.com

Green Mountain 
Groundwater Services

Got Water Problems? Well and Spring
inspections, Water yield analysis. 21
years of experience with water sup-
plies. Jim Ashley. (802) 684-3491.

welding
walbridge welding
Repairs and new fabrication of steel,
stainless steel and aluminum. Located
under Portland St. Bridge in St.
Johnsbury or with portable equipment
at your location. Dale Walbridge. W
(802) 748-2901; H (802) 584-4088. 

Bob’s welding
General Fabrication and Repair. Stop
by and be surprised. Lyndonville, VT.
(802) 626-5502.

windows
Mayo’s Glass Service, Inc.
Windows, Doors and Awnings - new
and replacements. Residential and
Commercial. 744 Portland Street, St.
Johnsbury, VT. (802) 748-8895. 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Business Identification at a Reasonable Price   $75.00/ year   Price Includes Free Subscription
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July Meal Schedule

July 4 - Independence Day.

no Meal.

July 6 - Sweet & Sour Pork,
Rice, Carrots, Orange Juice,
Strawberry Dessert. Library
Day.
July 11 - Chop Suey,
Homemade Bread, Peas &
Carrots, Fruit Cocktail,
Tomato Juice, Brownies.
July 13 - Chef Salad with
Ham & Cheese, Homemade
Rolls, Coleslaw with
Pineapple, V-8 Juice.
July 18 - Meat Loaf, Mashed
Potatoes with Gravy, Biscuits,
Orange Slices, California
Vegetables, Oatmeal Cookies.
July 20 - Salmon Patties on a
Bun with Hollandaise or Tarter
Sauce, Pasta Salad with
Broccoli and Red Peppers,
Melon, Tomato Juice. Library
Day.
July 25 - Chicken with
Broccoli Alfredo Linguine,
Orange Juice, Cantaloupe,
Blueberry Scones.
July 27 - Grilled Hot Dogs
and Hamburgers on a Bun,
Potato Salad, Tossed Salad
with Homemade Croutons,
Watermelon, Ben & Jerry’s Ice
Cream.

Meals at Danville Methodist
Church. All meals served with
a beverage, homemade breads
and desserts. Reservations are
appreciated by calling (802)
684-3903 before 9:30 a.m. on
day of the meal. A donation of
$3.50 for guests 60+ (Others
$4.50) is appreciated. 

Danville

Senior Action

Center

mLs # 266066. Located in the picturesque town of Danville, Vermont, this beautiful 5-bedroom house has many
updates including a new metal roof and new chimney, updated 200-amp electrical service, large ceiling fans,
Rennai heating system, remote garage door openers and a central vacuum system.  The house used to be a
duplex, with a two-bedroom home on one side and a three bedroom home on the other.  Currently it is set up as a
single family home but could easily be put back as a duplex.  There are separate electric meters, propane tanks,
furnaces, kitchens and laundry facilities.  There is a large attached two-car garage and a weather-tight shed out
back for your lawn tools.  The house has large bedrooms with lots of closet space and many other storage places
throughout the house.  A one-acre lot gives plenty of space for gardening and relaxing.  With views of Joe’s Pond
from the kitchen window this is a very nice place. 

Call for an appointment to see this property offered at $209,000

Century 21 Winn Associates
69 Meadow Street 
Littleton, NH 03561

(603) 444-7781 or (800) 998-7781
or call me on my cell at (603) 616-9655

Each office independently owned and operated

Clif mullerClif muller

Danville Land:Danville Land:
Want land? Take a look at my 11.1 acres of fully wooded land with views of Joe’s Pond. Build your own dream

house or get-a-way cottage. mLs # 249967. offered at $55,000

fountains
Real Estate Incorporated

Peacham Corner Forest.  $175,000
Located in the Town of Peacham, this 100
+/- acre property has dramatic views of
Peacham Pond and the surrounding 
landscape.  This forest was recently
thinned and has a good access road and
cottage site with mountain views.

Mount Tug Forest.  $59,000
This 31 +/- acre easement protected forest
offers southern exposure, good access and
allows for one house site.  The property is
in the Connecticut River Valley town of
Lunenburg, a classic, small New England
town.

Maidstone Bends. $229,900
A level driveway leads to a superb house
site complimented by Connecticut River
frontage, dramatic views, ponds and prime
agricultural fields.  All of these natural
features sit on 49 +/- acres.

Specializing in the sale of  forestland and rural estates.

For information on these or other properties contact us at:

34 Barre Street, Suite 2, Montpelier, VT 05602
Tel: (802) 223-8644

email: realty@fountainsamerica.com
www.fountainsrealestate.com

ML#270972 Come take a look at this spacious 3
bedroom, two bath, cape style home in a convenient
country location. Entertain your family and friends in
the large kitchen with oak cabinets or relax on the
front porch and listen to the sounds of the nearby
brook. $116,000

75 MT. PLEASANT ST.
ST. JOHNSBURY, VT 05819

802-748-8169 w 802-748-8855

971 BROAD STREET
LYNDONVILLE, VT 05851

802-626-8333 w 802-626-9342

www.parkwayrealtyassociates.com 

What could be more inspiring
on the 4th of July than a marching
band leading a parade? Or a pair
of Air Force jets flying overhead?
This year Peacham’s 4th of July
celebration will have both.

The 40th Army Band of the
Vermont Army National Guard
will lead off the Peacham tractor
parade starting at 11:30 a.m.
marching up Main and Church
Streets.  Last year’s tractor parade
included over 45 different vehi-
cles, and it looks like it will
expand even further this year.
Accompanying the tractors and
the band will be Peacham’s fire
department, children on bicycles,
horses and ponies and anyone else
who can’t resist the urge to march
to the beat of the band. And if that

weren’t exciting enough, the Air
National Guard will shake us all
up with a flyover during lunch.

With the support of our
Vermont Army and Air National
Guard and the reading of the
declaration of Independence at
the War Memorial on the upper
green, Peacham will celebrate the
true meaning of independence in
our own small-town way.

Festivities begin at 11:30 and,
once the parade has concluded,
will be concentrated along
Church Street. (Guests are
encouraged to park in the large
parking lot halfway up the hill,
behind the Peacham Historic
Association). From the Church at
the base of the hill to the War
Memorial at the crest, visitors will

find interesting things to entertain
them from the working
Blacksmith Shop, to the
Historical Association, to the
Cemetery and Firehouse.

Once the parade disbands,
lunch will be served by the
Peacham Elementary School. Hot
dogs, hamburgers, salads, pies
and drinks will be offered outside
the fire house. The balance of the
day will include events to delight
both young and old, music to
energize the soul and food to sat-
isfy the stomach.

In addition to the Declaration
of Independence, there will be a
variety of opportunities to explore
Peacham’s history including the
Ghost Walk which this year hon-
ors Peacham 49’ers who sought
their fortunes in the hills of
California.  Over 65 individuals,
30% of all those who left

Caledonia County, left Peacham
to go West, and, unlike most for-
tune-seekers, many of these men
returned with money and were
able to set up new lives for them-
selves in Vermont. There will be
only two half-hour performances
this year, so get your tickets early
for this wonderful Peacham tradi-
tion. 

The Peacham Historic
Association with its lovely gar-
dens will be open and honoring
the 200th anniversary of the
Peacham Congregational Church.
There will be tools, artifacts, peri-
od clothing, a floor plan and pho-
tographs related to the church on
display. Docents will explain the
materials. Visitors will have the
opportunity to see our beautifully
restored blacksmith shop, which
will be manned by a smith using
traditional methods to create

items for sale.
For children there will be

games provided by the fire
department including drills simi-
lar to those used by the firemen.
There will be face painting, and
the water slide will be set up at the
top of the green. For the more
grown-up children (masquerading
as adults), there will be a horse-
shoe tournament, which grows in
size every year. The horseshoe
tournament will start at 9:30 a.m.
before the parade. In addition,
we’re adding a croquet tourna-
ment as well as a Mexican
Volleyball game. 

To keep your feet stomping,
and your face smiling while you
digest your lunch, there will be
music. Having thoroughly enter-
tained us last year, the Back Street
Shed Band and Alan Greenleaf
will be returning to play a few
sets apiece. 

And when you’ve played
yourself to exhaustion, have
learned all that you can learn,
heard all that you could hear,
come join us for a wonderful pork
roast supper at the church. There
will be two settings, and tickets
will be available on Church
Street.

We look forward to seeing
you on Tuesday, July 4th.  Most
events are free to the public (other
than meals and the ghost walks).
To obtain further information
about the Peacham 4th of July
Gala, call (802) 592-3051.

they’ll Celebrate the 4th in Peacham



July 2006 Menu

July 5 - Salmon Patties,
Tossed Salad, Assorted
Breads, Vanilla Pudding with
Oranges.
July 7 - Buffet.
July 12 - Lasagna, Tossed
Salad, Italian Bread,
Gingerbread with Topping.
July 14 - Meat Loaf, Mashed
Potatoes, Fresh Carrots,
Assorted Breads, Peaches
with Cream.
July 19 - Potato Salad, Cold
Cuts, Sauerkraut Salad, Dark
Breads, Chocolate Pudding.
July 21 - Swedish Meatballs
on Noodles, Mixed
Vegetables, Homemade Rolls,
Cake with Frosting.
July 26 - Swiss Steak,
Mashed Potatoes, String Bean
Casserole, Dark Breads,
Mixed Fruit Cup.
July 28 - Baked Beans, Hot
Dogs, Cole Slaw, Sweet
Breads, Ice Cream.

Meals served at West Barnet
Church. All meals served with
a beverage. Reservations not
required. Suggested donation
of $3.00 per meal is appreciat-
ed. Phone (802) 633-4068. 
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West Barnet

Senior Action

Center

www.allseasonre.com

470 Broad Street

Lyndonville, VT

(802) 626-4343

Fax: (802) 626-3700

email:allseaslyn@together.net

Looking to build this summer?  here are some very nice
parcels of land perfect for your needs.

# 6367 & 6368 ConCorD - Building lots for your new home…

There are two 6+/- acre building lots available on a town main-

tained road with potential for local mountain views with minimal

clearing. Be out in the country, yet close to St. Johnsbury and

Littleton. Seller to contribute to Buyer’s closing cost. 

offered at $55,000 each

# 6278, 6279, 6280 PrIme LynDonVILLe LanD - Three 10+

acre lots in Lyndonville. Power along road. Village water avail-

able. One mile out of town on a paved road.             

each lot is being sold at $79,900

# 6402  WheeLoCK - 50+/- acres of pure pleasure. Your

options are limitless on this wooded parcel with a year round

stream. Build your year round home or vacation home. You

can ride to the VAST trail, and you are only 20 minutes from

Burke Mt. Ski Area. 

This property is being offered at $139,900

# 6448 neWarK - Top of the world views!  200 +/- acres,

with long range mountains views.  From Burke Mt. to Mansfield

to Bald Mt. This parcel has about 20-30 acres of open mead-

ow, and the balance is mixed woodland. There is power up to

an old homestead site and a drilled well.  Come and let your

breath be taken away by the views! $499,900

LAND

ForFor saLe  saLe  
ByBy oWneroWner

Danville - Country

contemporary with

many features of a

custom built home.

Large country kitchen

opens to a deck with

views of White Mountains.  Passive-solar living room is accented

by a fieldstone fireplace and antique barn beams.

Includes 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, full open basement, 2-car

attached garage, plus 2-car detached garage with studio/work-

shop, on 3 landscaped acres.

shown by appointment.   Call (802) 748-5044.   $329,000

R
REYNOLDS Real Estate, Inc.

Newark: Immaculate cape with large two car garage on 3/4

acre lot. Three bedrooms. Many recent updates. Privacy cedar

hedge. True artesian well with 100 GPM. Close to skiing and

VAST trails. Large family room in basement. 
$150,000

791 Broad Street n Lyndonville, VT 05851
(802) 626-9357 n Fax (802) 626-6913

www.reynoldsre.com
Email: reynolds@charterinternet.com

ToM deNTe

Members of the Joe’s Pond
Association have created a means
to defray the costs of improving
water quality and safety at Joe’s
Pond.

With over 200 members, the
Association is committed, with
community support, to protecting
and enhancing water quality and
aquatic habitat at Joe’s Pond.
Significant among these programs
is prevention of Eurasian water-
milfoil. Eurasian watermilfoil, is
an invasive exotic plant, which
grows rapidly, may crowd out
native species, is detrimental to
fish populations and will impair
swimming, boating and fishing.
Once milfoil is established, it is
difficult or impossible to remove.
Joe’s Pond does not have this
plant or other invasive plants at
this time. Through a schedule of
volunteers to detect invasive plant
species on boats entering the
Pond, whole pond underwater sur-
veys, education and other initia-
tives, the Association hopes to
keep the Pond free of these  nui-
sances. 

To date more than 59 lakes,
ponds and rivers in Vermont are

infested with invasive species.
Lake Champlain, Lake Elligo,
Lake Memphremagog, Lake
Willoughby, Crystal Lake, Lake
Elmore, North Montpelier Pond,
Long Pond, Great Hosmer Pond
and Berlin Pond are known to be
infested.

The Association received
technical support from the
Vermont Water Quality Division,
and local efforts to improve safe
boating on Joe’s Pond include
placing danger marker buoys with

conspicuous and easily identifi-
able warnings where subsurface
hazards are present, high profile
buoys to alert boaters to no-wake
areas, which safeguard the shore-
line from erosion, and a loon nest-
ing marker to keep nesting sites
for loons safe. 

These efforts all take money.
Community support from the
Towns of Danville and Cabot is
provided yearly, and grants from
the State of Vermont defray some
of the costs. But more was needed
if the Association was to be suc-
cessful in protecting and improv-
ing the water quality at Joe’s
Pond.

In 2005, a committee of the
Association set out to produce a
hard covered cookbook consisting

of recipes from the “Friends of
Joe’s Pond.” The committee deter-
mined that the “Cookbook” would
be more than just recipes by
adding “Old Joe’s Pond” pictures
and articles. 

Committee members Susan
Bouchard, Camilla Dente, Pam
Hebert, Evelyn Richer, Cynthia
Rouleau and Pat Rubalcaba pro-
duced a living memory of Joe’s
Pond friends and the community
through recipes, pictures and arti-
cles to protect the environment we
so dearly love. The Friends of
Joe’s Pond Cookbook is available
for a donation of $20 by calling a
committee member at (802) 684-

3615 or (802) 563-3083. Proceeds
from the project will help fund
water quality improvements at
Joe’s Pond for many years. 

BEGIN REALTY ASSOCIATES

BEGIN REALTY ASSOCIATES  

P.O. Box 68, Main St., Danville, VT 05828
(802) 684-1127

309 Portland St., St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
(802) 748-2045

Providing Professional and Courteous Service
www.beginrealty.com

This little house has just undergone a total renovation and
it absolutely shines from top to bottom.  The master bed-
room and 3/4 bath are on the first floor with 2 smaller
bedrooms upstairs.  The living room is spacious with lots
of light and lovely mountain views out the picture win-
dow.  The beautiful new kitchen with tile floor and cozy
dining ell completes this picture-perfect cottage.  The 2.5-
acre maple woodlot provides ample privacy, but you're
only 2/10 of a mile from a paved road.   Whether you're
looking for a second home, down-sizing or just getting
started, this could be the perfect home for you.
Call our agency today and ask for Ml# 270242, offered

at $167,500.

MLS # 272169 - Outstanding views and a spacious living

area are the crowning features of this beautifully main-

tained home in Danville. There  are four bedrooms and a

large family room, two full bathrooms and a first floor

laundry.   Enjoy the sunrise in the four season room and

the setting sun from the country porch in the evening.

Call for an appointment today. $299,000

Friends of Joe’s Pond Are

on the Case of Water

Quality
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Daily - Northeast Kingdom
Artisans Guild, Backroom
Gallery Show, featuring new
artwork from guild members
and invited guest artists.
(802) 748-0158.

Mondays  - Story Time, St.
Johnsbury Athenaeum Youth
Library,  10:30 a.m.
(802) 748-8291.

Mondays - Story Time, Pope
Library, Danville, 10 a.m.
(802) 684-2256.

Mondays - Just Parents meet with
concerns for drugs and kids,
Parent Child Center, St.
Johnsbury, 7 p.m.
(802) 748-6040.

1st & 3rd Mondays - Six
o’Clock Prompt, Writers’
Support Group, 6 p.m. St.
Johnsbury Athenaeum.
(802) 633-2617.

2nd Monday - Cancer Support
Group, NVRH Conference
Room A, 4 p.m.
(802) 748-8116.

last Monday - Alzheimer’s
Support Group, Caledonia
Home Health, Sherman Drive,
St. Johnsbury. 7 p.m.
(802) 748-8116.

tuesdays - Baby & Toddler Story
Hour, Cobleigh Library,
Lyndonville. 10 a.m.
(802) 626-5475.

tuesdays - Bridge Club for all
experience levels, Cobleigh
Library, Lyndonville, 6:30
p.m. (802) 626-5475.

tuesdays - Cribbage
Tournaments, 6 p.m., Lake
View Grange Hall, West
Barnet. (802) 684-3386.

wednesdays - Preschool Story
Hour, Cobleigh Library,
Lyndonville. 10 a.m.
(802) 626-5475.

wednesdays - Read ‘n’ Stuff,
Cobleigh Library, Lyndonville.
3:30 p.m. (802) 626-5475.

wednesdays - Ordinary Magic.
Meditation for Life, St.
Johnsbury Shambhala
Center, 17 Eastern Avenue, 6-
7 p.m.

3rd wednesday - Cardiac
Support Group, NVRH, 6:30
p.m. (802) 748-7401.

thursdays - Introduction to
Computers, Cobleigh Library,
Lyndonville. 10 a.m.
(802) 626-5475.

thursdays - Danville Town Band
Rehearsal, 7 p.m. Danville
School auditorium.
(802) 684-1180.

fridays - Read and Weed Book
Club, Cobleigh Library,
Lyndonville. 3:30 p.m.
(802) 626-5475.

Saturday & Sunday -
Planetarium Show 1:30 p.m.,
Fairbanks Museum, St.
Johnsbury. (802) 748-2372.

Saturdays - Bridge Club for all
experience levels, Cobleigh
Library, Lyndonville, 1 p.m.
(802) 626-5475.

3rd Saturday - Breast Cancer
Support Group, Caledonia
Home Health, Sherman Drive,
St. Johnsbury, 10 a.m.
(802) 748-8116.  

weekends - Ben’s Mill, West
Barnet, open 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
(802) 748-8180.

July
1 Men’s Ecumenical Breakfast,

Methodist Church, Danville, 7
a.m. (802) 684-3666.

1 Scrabble Club, St. Johnsbury
Athenaeum, Noon - 4 p.m.,
(802) 748-8291.

1 ferns of the Northeast
Kingdom with David Conant,
1 p.m. Northwoods
Stewardship Center, East
Charleston. (802) 723-6551.

2 Fairbanks Museum Benefit
Auction, Burklyn Mansion,
Lyndon. 2-4 p.m.
(802) 748-2372. 

2 Vermont 40th Army Band
concert, Danville Green, 7
p.m. (802) 684-2528. 

4 North Danville 4th of July
Celebration.

4 Peacham Historical
Association Ghost Walk, They
We’re 49’ers, Portrayals of
Peacham families that joined
the California Gold Rush.
Some returned; some did not.
Peacham Cemetery. 2-3 p.m.  

4 Old Fashioned Pig Roast with
Strawberry Shortcake,
Peacham Congregational
Church, 5 p.m.
(802) 684-3386. 

6 Book Discussion: Ernest
Hemingway’s The Sun Also
rises, Cobleigh Library,
Lyndonville. 7 p.m.
(802) 626-5475.

7 Fridays at Fairbanks - Owls,
Fairbanks Museum, St.
Johnsbury. 10 a.m. - Noon.
(802) 748-2372. 

8 Clyde River End-to-End canoe
expedition, second leg, 9 miles

from VT 105 to Pensioner
Pond, with the Northwoods
Stewardship Center, East
Charleston. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
(802) 723-6551.

9 Sierra Club Film, Birdsong
and Coffee, Fairbanks
Museum, St. Johnsbury, 2:30
p.m. (802) 748-2372.

9 Beth El Speaker Series with
Phil Fogelman from A World
of Difference Institute describ-
ing an international program
designed to empower all citi-
zens to promote tolerance
within communities, Beth El
Synagogue, St. Johnsbury, 3
p.m. (802) 748-3711.

9 Nearly Full Moon Paddle,
7:30 p.m. Northwoods
Stewardship Center, East
Charleston. (802) 723-6551.

12 Readings in the Gallery: C.D.
Wright, St. Johnsbury
Athenaeum. 7:30 p.m.
(802) 748-8291.

13 Film discussion following 7
p.m. film at Catamount Arts,
St. Johnsbury.
(802) 748-8813.

13 Magic By Marko, Cobleigh
Library, Lyndonville, 3:30
p.m. (802) 626-5475.

14 Fridays at Fairbanks - Flower
Fun, Fairbanks Museum, St.
Johnsbury. 10 a.m. - Noon.
(802) 748-2372.

14 Sacred Circle Dance, Danville

Congregational Church, 7-9
p.m. (802) 684-3867.

15 North American Butterfly
Count with Northwoods
Stewardship Center, East
Charleston. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
(802) 723-6551.

15 Lyndonville’s Stars and Stripes
Parade. 10 a.m.

16 Pope Library Concert on the
Green with Skip and Debbie
Gray, Danville. 7 p.m.
(802) 684-2528.

21 Fridays at Fairbanks - Stuck
on Magnets, Fairbanks
Museum, St. Johnsbury. 10
a.m. - Noon. (802) 748-2372.

22 Solving the Mystery of Lake
Clyde with Soil Scientist Joe
Homer, Northwoods
Stewardship Center, East
Charleston. 9:30 a.m. (802)
723-6551.

23 Sierra Club Film, The future
of food, Fairbanks Museum,
St. Johnsbury, 2:30 p.m.
(802) 748-2372.

23 Pope Library Concert on the
Green with Bill Moulton and
Friends, Danville. 7 p.m.
(802) 684-2528.

26 Readings in the Gallery: Jim
Schley and Robert
Farnsworth, St. Johnsbury
Athenaeum. 7:30 p.m.
(802) 748-8291.

27 The Status of West Nile Virus
and Lyme Disease in Vermont,

Northwoods Stewardship
Center, East Charleston. 7
p.m. (802) 723-6551.

28 Fridays at Fairbanks -
Shocking Thunderstorms,
Fairbanks Museum, St.
Johnsbury. 10 a.m. - Noon.
(802) 748-2372.

28 Sacred Circle Dance, Danville
Congregational Church, 7-9
p.m. (802) 684-3867.

30 174th Anniversary and Old
Home Day, Lamplight Service
at Old North Church, Danville
with Father Richard
O’Donnell, Pastor, St. John
Evangelist Church, St.
Johnsbury. 7:30 p.m.
(802) 748-4096.

30 Old Home Day Celebration,
Newark. 10:30 a.m. Chicken
Barbecue and Hot Dogs
served from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
(802) 467-3788.

30 Northeast Kingdom Audubon
annual meeting, Hazen Union
High School, Hardwick with a
walk on the history, terrain and
plant life of the Hardwick
trails with Norma and Ron
Wiesen, 3 - 6 p.m.
(802) 626-8265.

30 Pope Library Concert on the
Green with the St. Johnsbury
Town Band, Danville. 7 p.m.
(802) 684-2528.

See also the Arts Around the
towns Calendar Page 14.

AROUND THE TOWNS
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Photograph By: Frank Gold

In April Jeff and ellen Gold from danville were on the Larkspur ferry en route to San fransico.

Jeff's brother frank found them catching up on The North Star Monthly.

The

Creamery
Restaurant

Serving Lunch 
and Dinner

Please Call for Hours

Pub
Opens at 4:00

(802) 684-3616
Closed Sundays & Mondays

Happy 

4th of July


