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At the dark hour of 3
o’clock in the morning
on Monday, August 28,

1826, ominous clouds settled
over the area known today as
Crawford Notch. A deadly sum-
mer storm was gathering. Before
the storm shed its fury, it would
claim nine lives in a nightmarish
disaster. It is a tale that still tugs
at the heart and chills the spine
180 years later.

The wild and desolate 15-
mile cut through the mountains
was known as “The Notch” or
“The Pass of the White
Mountains.” A steady stream of
horse-drawn carts and wagons
passed through on a narrow turn-
pike, which was incorporated in
1803 at a cost of $40,000. The
route was an important link
between northeastern Vermont,
northern New Hamp shire and the
City of Portland, ME. Three
buildings dotted the sparsely
populated road. They functioned
as inns, and they were especially
important in winter.

At the northwestern end of
the Notch, Ethan Allen
Crawford’s es tablishment sat in 

(Please Turn to Page 8)

ONE NIGHT IN
AUGUST 1826
ALL HELL
BROKE LOOSE
OVER
CRAWFORD
NOTCH 
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The Promised Land of
California Isn’t for Everyone

Photo By: North Star/David Ballou
Ali Youens and Tom Markewinski had had quite enough of southern California when they decided to pack up their bags and head for
Vermont. On this beautiful hillside in Danville they raise vegetables and flowers for sale at the Farmers’ Market. Tom says, “There is satis-
faction that I have never known before in doing what I like and being appreciated when people reach out for our products at the Farmers’
Market and then they want to take our picture.” Ali agrees. She says, “There’s just no turning back.”

TERRY HOFFER

When Ali Youens and Tom Markewinski pulled up stakes in
Hollywood, CA and moved to Vermont’s Northeast Kingdom,
some people were more than a little skeptical. But this pair had

a pretty clear idea as to what they were doing.
Ali is from Australia. After 10 years in Europe she found her way

to southern California and a series of jobs in retail management and
custom framing. After 24-years in Hollywood, she realized it was time
for a realignment.

Tom was raised in Pittsburgh, PA but followed the siren’s call of the
music scene in Los Angeles and played guitar as an aspiring rock musi-
cian. “I was hoping to express myself,” he says, “but I just couldn’t
find my voice or whatever it was I was looking for.”

Tom likes to tell of sitting in an apartment in southern California,
flipping through pages of a travel guide. His attention was captured by
an article and description of Vermont’s Route 100, the two lanes of
blacktop that follow the Long Trail and the ridge of the Green
Mountains through the state. He says, “In the fall of 1996 we set out to
see what it was really like.” 

Even as a young boy Tom had been a backyard gardener, tending
the family vegetable garden, and, he says, he loved it. “When I was
only 10 or 12, everyone else would be headed for the house, and I’d be
there pulling up weeds and tending my pumpkins.” Pumpkins became

almost a signature for Tom, and over the years he experimented with
any number of varieties. “Everywhere I’ve lived, I’ve grown stuff.
Even in Hollywood I had tomatoes on the balcony, and the landlord
just didn’t appreciate it when he found them floating in the swimming
pool.”

Tom and Ali were fascinated by Vermont, its agriculture and its
multiple approaches to working the land. They were captivated, and it
wasn’t long before Tom had a job on a Starksboro vegetable farm, and
they left the bright lights of Hollywood for the second floor of a
Vermont farmhouse and a balcony looking over the Breadloaf
Wilderness. They were hooked.

There was another farm in Waitsfield, and as Tom says, “I was ask-
ing questions and paying attention to everything. These were great
farmers with visions, the kind of people who invent their own equip-
ment and make things grow when others have given up. I was getting
a serious education, and I found myself wishing I had been a plant and 

(Please See “If I’d taken the short route...” on Page 6)
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St. Johnsbury, Essex Jct. and Danville
Community development is all about shifts in momentum. Throughout the history of New

England there are all kinds of examples in which new businesses opened or old ones expanded and,
in a chain-like reaction, the vitality of the community was ignited and people found new pride and
businesses saw surges in prosperity.

Of course, it was the Fairbanks brothers, Erastus, Thaddeus and Joseph, who in 1830 started
turning the wheels of industry in a primitive scale factory in St. Johnsbury. That activity led to the
quiet village straddling the Passumpsic River becoming a busy community with pride and a reputa-
tion that was known around the world. St. Johnsbury and the Fairbanks name were synonymous, and
there are still conspicuous landmarks from their heyday.

In the mid 1950’s Tom Watson was IBM’s president and CEO. He was attracted to northern
Vermont as a skier and urged his directors and facilities planners to open a microchip plant in Essex
Junction. In 1957 they did, and the changes were profound. Ever since Vermont’s economic develop-
ment specialists have spoken about “… the next IBM.”

Everyone likes standing among winners, and there are all kinds of stories about the economic
ripples that spread out and away from the Fairbanks Company and from IBM. New businesses
opened and others expanded, residential development picked up, and interest in education and even
in the arts and sciences expanded. For the Fairbanks the railroad arrived, for IBM and Essex
Junction it was the Interstate highway. Times were good, and people smiled.

A few days ago I had the opportunity
to stand on the rebuilt porch of the build-
ing which faces the Danville Green
between Hill Street and the Danville Town
Hall. The building is on the site of the old
Eagle Hotel. In the days before US Route
2 was paved people knew it as Dole’s
Store. In more recent years it was the
building from which Lane Vance
announced the Grand Parade at the
Danville Fair or the Caplis Block. This
past spring Marty Beattie and his son
Plynn bought the building and launched a
massive project of rehabilitating the build-
ing, which was constructed soon after the Eagle Hotel burned in the great fire of 1889.

For many years the narrow pockmarked sidewalk, the crumbling concrete steps, the sagging
timbers and a general deterioration in the condition of the building made it an eyesore. Today the
result of the rehabilitation of the building is wonderful. Commercial spaces on the Hill Street side
are inviting. The real estate office and variety store facing the Green have had a facelift, and their
occupants and their customers can come and go now with ease and satisfaction instead of picking
their way over uncertain footing and through a maze of building decay. The upstairs of the building
has been gutted, and it is bright and airy. It, too, will be desirable space for tenants.

I don’t really believe the impact of the rebirth of this building on the Danville Green can be
compared to the invention of the Fairbanks Scales or Watson’s ski vacations and his microchips, but
as I stopped and looked out across the Green from the new porch, I smiled.

Marty and Plynn, it is great. You’ve done a heck of a job, and that building will make a differ-
ence. Twenty years from now we’ll all look back and think of the momentum shift in this communi-
ty’s development. The resurrection of the building on the corner will be an important part of the
Danville that lies ahead.

Terry Hoffer
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Is It Really Misplaced?
Although not precisely measured, estimates are that we spend, some would say waste, 15 min-

utes to 1 hour every day looking for things.  Car keys, wallet, earrings, shoes, TV remote, tools,
cooking utensils, magazines, books, letters — you name it and we misplace it or forget where we put
it.  Cell phones and pagers, with their audible locator signals, are usually exempt from the daily
search and rescue operations.  Although I question their truthfulness, I enjoy the sensational news
clips about outrageous  “misplacings,” such as when a military tank is somehow misplaced.  If you
conservatively estimate a daily hunt of 15 minutes, that adds up to about 4 days a year spent in look-
ing for stuff (assuming you search 24 hours a day).  That’s a lot of time flipping sofa cushions,
checking pockets and petting dust bunnies in search of mislaid objects.     

I’ve no facts or research to support my claim, but I suspect that compulsion helps separate the
15 minute from the 1 hour a day searches.  Ritually placing keys, tools, letters and so forth in the
same place can simplify finding them when next needed.  Compulsion can only go so far, however.
Everyone is fully capable of mislaying objects, no matter how compulsive. Objects are relocated
during well-intentioned efforts to organize or clean.  Borrowed objects may not return to the original
resting place.

Many have written on the unexpected benefits of looking for misplaced objects.  Serendipitous
discoveries may occur during the search.  True as this may be, as a goal-oriented time miser who
even hoards seconds, rummaging for mislaid items is, for me, a good first step toward a crabby
mood.  I do not like to spend time looking for stuff.

A few weeks ago, I had to repair the rope starter of our lawn mower.  This was an unplanned,
and unwanted, add-on to my “To-do” list for the day.  Within the starter mechanism are two tiny
springs, smaller than the springs in a ballpoint click pen.  Of course, when removing this part of the
starter, and despite (perhaps in spite) of chanting to myself, “Do NOT lose the springs,” one of the
springs sprang.  I scoured the workbench, scuttled around on the floor and patted a warren of dust
bunnies under the bench— no spring.  I called in reinforcements to expand the search.  Two pair of
eyes and 20 fingers did no better.  Figuring the spring had gone the way of missing socks, I unsuc-
cessfully tried to modify the spring from a click pen (that’s how I learned the missing spring’s rela-
tive size).   Grousing about time wasted, and about to set off to the hardware store in search of a new
spring, I took a last look over the bench top.  There was the spring, not more than two inches from
the rest of the disassembled parts.

It may be self-flattery, but I consider myself a rational person.  And the rational part of me
knew that the spring was on the bench top all along, probably just blending in with the dust or under
some other part of the gutted starter.   Nevertheless, I thought I had thoroughly examined the work
area.  Did some force outside conventional understanding play keep away with me?  For a brief
prickles-down-the-back moment, I contemplated guardian angels or time travelers at work.  Would
some horrible event have happened to my co-searcher or me if we had not been occupied with the 

(Please See The Greatest Loss is the Time on Page 4)   

Write to Us
LETTERS: Write to The North Star, and let us know
what’s on your mind. Your point of view or observation
is important to us. Letters must be signed.
ARTICLES: We don’t have a big staff of writers. So we
look forward to you sending your writing. If you have
questions or ideas and want to ask us first, please call.
We’ll send our guidelines. No fiction, please.
PHOTOS: We’d like to see your
photos and welcome them with
a story or without. They  can be
black-and-white or color, but they
must be clear.
PRESS RELEASES: We prefer
press releases that are unique
to The North Star.
DEADLINE: 15th of the
month prior to publication.
All materials will be considered on a space available basis. 

wwwwww..nnoorrtthhssttaarrmmoonntthhllyy..ccoomm
e-mail: northstar@kingcon.com

We are always interested in old photographs of the Northeast
Kingdom (or beyond) that relate to our interest in the people,
places and examples of change that make this part of New
England so interesting.  If you have such photographs please
consider letting us publish them as our space permits.
Generally we can scan photos in our office and will not need
to keep them for more than a few minutes.
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1807-1891
Est. by Ebenezer Eaton
Danville, Vermont

“WHERE LIBERTY DWELLS THERE IS MY COUNTRY”

P. & O. Railroad Line Completed Through White Mountain Notch
Dakota Sioux Indians Willing to Sell Little Big Horn
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The Canadian Rubber
Company at Montreal has been
forced to shut down on account
of American competition as
goods from this market were sold
lower than they could be manu-
factured in Canada. This throws
1,000 hands out of employment. 
Railroad Items - The Portland

and Ogdensburg Railroad will be
opened through White
Mountain Notch to the Fabyan
House next Monday. The
Passumpsic Railroad directors
have voted not to declare the
usual three percent dividend for
the past six months. It has been
many years since the company
failed to pay a semi-annual divi-
dend. Two new parlor cars have
been placed on the Passumpsic
road, splendidly furnished, sup-
plied with pivot chairs and
admirably adapted to travelers of
taste and lovers of ease. The tres-
tle work at Queechee Gulf on the

Woodstock railroad has been
completed and erection of the
bridge is in progress. When fin-
ished, this bridge, it is said, will
be the highest in New England.
Death of Ex-President

Johnson - On the morning of the
31st ex-President Andrew
Johnson died of paralysis and
heart disease at the residence of
his daughter some forty miles east
of Nashville, Tenn. He had been
complaining somewhat of ill
health during the past month but
felt no serious apprehensions.
The funeral was to be attended
last Tuesday at Nashville with
Masonic honors, and extensive
preparations were made by civic
and military organizations to
attend the funeral, where they
will be joined by citizens of all the
neighboring counties. There is
now no other ex-president of the
United Sates living.
Pleasant summer weather

until last Tuesday when a cold
rain set in. It has been quite too
cold lately for corn to grow rapid-
ly. The rain however was needed
and will do much in starting the
fall feed of the new mown fields.

August 13, 1875

Railroad Completed Through
the White Mountains - Last
Saturday at 1:15 p.m. the
Portland and Ogdensburg
Railroad was completed through
the difficult, and by some pro-
nounced impossible, White
Mountain Notch to its connec-
tion with the Boston, Concord
and Montreal Railroad at

Fabyan’s by the driving of the last
spike at James’ Cut in the gateway
of the Notch. The city govern-
ment of Portland, the road being
largely constructed with city
funds and owned by the city, with
reporters took the regular train at
noon reaching the gateway at the
Notch, close by and above the
spot where the famous Willey
family were killed by a mountain
slide, and stopped while the
workmen laid the last rails. Three
cheers were enthusiastically given
for General Anderson, president
of the railroad, and the last spike
which completed the railroad
that pierces the everlasting hills.
For the occasion, General Murray
had loaned a field piece, which
followed on a platform car, and
shots were fired that roused
mountain echoes after repeated
discharges. The train went on to
Fabyan House where it connects
with the Concord and Montreal
road and returned to the
Crawford House where the com-
pany dined. A dense fog prevailed
all morning but cleared off
brightly at noon, and the ceremo-
ny was welcomed with bright
skies.
The peach market in New

York City is glutted. Whole crates
of peaches sell for a mere trifle.
The festival at the vestry of

the Free Baptist Church in North
Danville was a decided success.
The supper was excellent, the
time enjoyable and the proceeds
about $35. The sum will be
expended in fitting up the church
vestry.

August 20, 1875

The constitutional amend-
ment making the gubernatorial
term biennial instead of annual
in Connecticut is certain of rati-
fication. If so the governor cho-
sen next spring will serve only
until January, when his successor,
to be elected in November will
enter upon his office for two
years.
Professor Ward of Syracuse

has received a turtle weighing
nine hundred pounds, which he
intends to stuff and place in a
museum.
The Black Hills - Spotted Tail

with eleven warriors and one
squaw of the Brule band arrived
at Custer’s Gulch on Sunday.
Spotted Tail has come to see for
himself if the whites are washing
out gold. He was glad the explo-
ration was going on so that the
Great Father can learn the value
of these hills and so be induced
to buy them. Spotted Tail wants
to sell the hills but will, he says,
ask a big price to be paid in annu-
al installments. He is also willing
to sell the Big Horn County.

August 27, 1875

A yoke of three years old
steers belonging to Wm. Sulham
of West Danville got on the P. &
O. railroad track Wednesday
afternoon where the mail train
ran over them.
A Family Feud - There has

been considerable excitement
over a shooting affair that
occurred on August 13 in the

Bear Swamp neighborhood about
four miles from Montpelier. Mrs.
Richard Dodge, who on account
of her roughness is called “Old
Bruin,” shot her husband’s broth-
er Joel Dodge, with the intent to
kill him. She used an old horse
pistol, loaded with buckshot, and
inflicted severe wounds to his
head and face, but it is believed
he will survive although his face
is badly mangled. They are about
50 years of age and have been in
a quarrel for the last year or so.
Mrs. Dodge has been arrested
and is now in Montpelier jail
awaiting trial and the results of
the injuries. She claims to have
shot in self defense. Mr. Dodge is
able to speak and swallow, but
about three quarters of an inch of
his tongue was shot off. If gan-
grene does not set in the chances
are he will recover.
Corruption in Indian Affairs -

There appears to be plenty of cor-
roborative evidence of corruption
in the management of our Indian
affairs. We are glad to see it being
unearthed. The darkest blot in
our history is our treatment of
the Indians. The feeling of the
country is now to do them some
sort of justice. We trust Professor
Marsh will let us know the utter-
most of his business and that if
the present committee of investi-
gation is morally incompetent for
its work he will not hold back
until the requisite power is con-
ferred and a proper committee
appointed.

Bruce Hoyt, Rockville MD
Deborah & Jim Hunt, Danville VT
Frances A. Jacobs, Danville VT
Anne L. Jenks, St. Johnsbury VT
Barbara H. Jenks, Danville VT
Jack & Sharon Jurentkuff, Vienna VA
Susan & Tim Kok, Virginia Beach VA
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Maxine Long, Livonia NY
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Libby Hillhouse & Bob Manning, 
East Ryegate VT

Betsy McKay, Barnet VT
Claire A. McKee, Rutland VT
Dorothy W. Mooney, 
Grosse Pointe Farms MI

Mr. & Mrs. John S. Moore, Springfield VA
Bob & Linda Morgan, Little Silver NJ
Leslie E. Morrison, Barnet VT
Richard C. Morrison, 
Craftsbury Common VT 

Marion E. Newman, St. Johnsbury VT
Janice Nunn, White River Jct. VT
Mrs. Mabel Parks, Williamstown VT

Benita J. Passut, Jensen Beach FL
Mrs. Fred Pirie, So. Burlington VT
Osmun N. Randall, Somers CT
Dale & Marceya Roy, Barnet VT
Roland & Debbie Ruggles, 
Lyndonville VT

Isadora Safner, Brewster MA
Pamela L. Smith, St. Johnsbury VT
Dr. Melvin & Ann Somers, West
Danville VT
Dwight & Tammi Stahler, 
Lyndonville VT

Edmund Stowe, Colchester VT
Dick & Sue Strifert, Danville VT
Margaret E. Strobridge, Barnet VT
Polly Taylor, Concord VT
Kenneth Walsh, Barnet VT
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Linda Wray, West Burke VT
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Marge Christiansen, East St. Johnsbury VT
Jean Clark, Peacham VT
Paul Cutting, North Concord VT
John E. Deignan, Orlando Fl
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David Dwyer, Newport RI
Lynda & Gary Farrow, Danville VT
Homer Fitts, West Danville VT
Robert C. Fuehrer, Freeport ME
Peter & Jeanne Gallerani, Danville VT
Dr. & Mrs. Donal Kevin Gordon, Solon IA
Donald Harvey, APO, AE
John & Megan Haygood, Danville VT
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Northeast
Medical Supplies

We Rent:We Rent:
Wheelchairs
Crutches
Scooters
and More!
.

Amber L. Lasnier
Customer Service Manager
Phone (802) 748-2455
Fax (802) 748-2110
818 Old Back Center Road
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

If you want
caring and
helpful service,
call USUS for your
medical needs.

GGooooddrriicchh’’ss  MMaappllee  FFaarrmm
22442277  UUSS  RRtt..  22,,  CCaabboott,,  VVTT  0055664477

((880022))  442266--33338888
goodrichsmaple@yahoo.com    www.goodrichmaplefarm.com

AWARD-WINNING MAPLE SYRUP & PRODUCTS

Custom Tubing Installation & Consultation

Retail        Wholesale        Mail Order

Your Largest Local Selection
of Maple Equipment

New & Used Equipment

Hope to See You There
Saturday, September 16, 1 - 3 p.m.

for an Open House at the  
North Danville School (Community Building)
Help Arlene Hubbard celebrate her 

95th Birthday.
Please NO Gifts. Cards Only.

My sincere thanks to the many friends who came
to my birthday party and for the many cards I
received.  Also thanks to my wonderful family,
which planned the party and did all the work.
It was a memorable occasion, and I was 

overwhelmed by the response to the invitation.
Sincerely, MMaarrggaarreett  IIddee

The Greatest Loss is the Time
(Continued from Page 2)
hunt for the missing spring, a frustrating but benign event?  Then
I dismissed these thoughts as products of too much science fiction
and Hollywood, reassembled the starter and got on with the day.

Searching for misplaced objects has not made it to my
Favorite Things list.  However, the missing spring incident has
provided an option for attitude adjustment.  When I begin to feel
frustrated over time lost in searching for the mislaid, I now con-
sider this activity may be keeping me from some other, more
malicious, fate.  Who knows, might moose and I have tried to
occupy the same place on the road at the same time, were I not
delayed searching for my car keys?

Tim Tanner

Small Step for L.L. Bean and a Giant
Leap for Mankind

Summer is a time to relax and let one’s imagination soar.  If it flies high enough, perhaps one
(such as I) will be a fool in the eyes of the public, but in the meantime there should be some fun.
Readers might have fun, too! 

I already had made notes on a subject dear to my heart – buying more American products and
the outsourcing of jobs, which reduce employment here in the United States. I am a believer in free
trade but only when it makes for a level playing field in world competition.

For one who knows so little about economics in general, I wasn’t getting much beyond the
emotional appeal of the subject. I was not prepared to inflict my ideas on the good readers of this
paper. And then I struck gold, and this is the result.

President Clinton’s Treasury Secretary Robert Rubin is considered to be one of the best such
secretaries in modern times. I read “Born-Again Rubinism,” in the July 31 edition of the Nation, by
William Greider attributing some ideas to Mr. Rubin that were relevant to my concerns about free
trade.

Rubin believes that income inequality is a “deeply troubling fact of American economic life.”
He also believes that this inequality threatens the trade system, even the stability of our “capitalist,
democratic society.” This is tough talk, but he joins other economic experts and planners with this
kind of thinking. 

Rubin is concerned about the role of globalization, which has contributed to what he describes
as the “30-year stagnation of wages and squeezing of middle-class families.”

Now for the details (to date) of the flight of my imagination as I sought to bring jobs back
home, improve the environment and slow needless development. It starts with China. As I see it,
China is the miraculous economic engine that is fueling the drive to outsource jobs and to pollute the
environment. Most factories built in China are fueled by an inexhaustible supply of coal. The pollu-
tion spreads far beyond the mainland of China. We should welcome any change that would reduce
the resulting environmental damage.

China is the principal “offender” in stealing American jobs. Other poor countries, such as
Pakistan, contribute to the problem, and the idea is attracting higher-paying jobs to India as its edu-
cational system improves. But it is our China “problem” that must be solved.

With its ever-expanding population, China needs all the jobs it can get and keep. The country
won’t change its policies by itself. The only way that change can come about is for western coun-
tries, with their massive buying power, to buy less from China – much less. 

As far as China is concerned, it would slow development and, with less coal-fired generation of
pollutants, its environmental damage at home and abroad should be reduced.

If western countries bought substantially fewer goods from China, jobs would return or never
leave home, and there would be more funds to help solve our own environmental problems. We
would pay more for goods, but it would be worth doing so. 

Easy to accomplish? Of course not. It will require the involvement of international cooperation
and planning. It would be the kind of planning and action needed to solve world-wide problems,
such as our worrisome concerns about the future of the world’s oil supply. As I see it, there would be
a long-term win-win result.

I interrupted the writing of this column with a call to L. L. Bean in Freeport, ME. I asked to
speak to a marketing executive and only getting an answering machine I left the following question:
Would Bean’s consider publishing a separate catalogue listing only American-made products for the
benefit of those who prefer to buy American even if it costs more? It would be a small step in the
right direction. The answer will be included in this column when I get it. (Two days later there was
no reply. I will keep after them!)

John Downs 

David Toll, M.D.

Pediatrics
1394 Main Street

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
(802) 748-2348
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REID & BALIVET
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

ERNEST TOBIAS BALIVET
JUDITH A. SALAMANDRA CORSO

DANVILLE GREEN � DANVILLE, VT � (802) 684-3666

DANVILLE
SELF

STORAGE
26 units

from 5X10 to 10X30
Route 2 West,
Danville, VT

Clean, Dry, Inside Storage
Your Own Lock & Key

Carmen Calkins
PO Box 96

Danville, VT 05828
(802) 684-3865

Backroom Gallery Show:  
VERMONT VISIONS  with artwork by

Vermont artists Harry and Wendy Besett, Alice Kitchel, 
Joan Harlowe, Sarah Munro, 

Rosamond Orford and Donna Marshall.
July 11 - August 22

-

Injun Joe Court
PO Box 27, West Danville, VT 05873. (802) 684-3430.
Located 10 miles west of St.

Johnsbury on US 2 overlooking
Joe’s Pond. 

Beautiful views, private beach,
swimming, boating, fishing, nice
clean cabins and housekeeping 
cottages.  Heated and completely
furnished with fully equipped
kitchens.  Linens and towels 
provided.  Cable TV.  Rowboats,
paddleboats and canoes free for
guests. 15 Cabins. 7 RV sites.
Firewood and picnic tables. 
Rates: $50-$100 per night and 
$450-$600 per week for cabins. 

A Truce in the Battle of the Sexes
Every now and then a new skirmish takes place in the Battle of the Sexes.  Movies, books, maga-

zines and TV shows keep this war alive.  In early June a friend gave me a New York Times article enti-
tled “The Weaker Sex.”  This was the second Times article I had read recently that was devoted to con-
cerns about men. Of course Fathers’ Day was looming close, so no doubt that had something to do with
it. 

The first article, by David Brooks, entitled “The Gender Gap at School” was about education and
how boys are generally falling behind girls in school and are becoming less interested in reading.
Brooks attributes this to three causes.  First, the brains of males and females differ in many ways,
including how they process information and emotions.  The brains of the sexes connect the perception
of negative emotions with the verbal center of the cerebral cortex in different ways, making it easier for
women to express and discuss emotions.  Planners of school curricula do not take these differences
seriously enough.  Most of the reading assignments in high school are based on the classics of English
literature or modern juvenile literature and involve emotional situations.

Brooks’ second cause relates to the gender gap issue; the teaching profession is becoming pre-
dominantly female.  This gives a female bias not only to the selection of reading materials, but also to
how those materials are taught.   His third cause is that recess time has been greatly reduced, as pres-
sure is placed on schools to achieve certain mandatory educational standards. This used to be a time for
all students to “run off steam,” particularly boys.  Exercise helps to refresh the mind and makes it more
ready to learn.

Brooks argues for curricula changes that encourage boys to read the type of literature they can
relate to and enjoy.  He also points out that consciousness- raising educational techniques, to make
boys more sensitive, have not helped to change basic gender differences, but instead have discouraged
many boys from reading!

An article by Marianne J. Legato entitled “The Weaker Sex” concerns men’s health.  A 1985
report from the U.S. Public Health Service criticized the medical research community for focusing its
studies of health problems, common to men and women, predominantly on male subjects.  Since that
report, there has been a concerted effort to use more women subjects for research on common health
problems, and also to study more diseases of women.  As a result, surprisingly, it has become clear that
males are the physically weaker sex, starting even before birth.

Nature has made an attempt to address this weakness by causing more males than females to be
born, but even this natural compensation is changing for reasons not yet understood. More male fetuses
than female are miscarried, and some industrial countries are seeing a decline in the male to female
birth ratio.  There are so many risk factors that adversely impact more on males than females such as
environmental, psychological, immunological and medical. It appears that now we should be studying
male and female health issues equally and separately, so as to understand the unique qualities and vul-
nerabilities of each sex.

As a woman I find a certain vindication in some of the findings described in these articles.  After
centuries of male-dominated western society where many women were not allowed an education;
where women were a useful, hardworking commodity, easily replaced on death by a younger, healthier
version; where women were denied access to many professions and even the right to publish literary
works under their own names, it seems only fair that the real value of women biologically and intellec-
tually should be acknowledged.  But these fleeting thoughts led me to other considerations.

As a biologist I find such contrasts in male/female viability fascinating. I have to wonder why our
species evolved in such a manner.  Is nature weeding out our gene pool, leading our evolution in a
direction we do not comprehend; or sending us a warning about changes in our environment that are
dangerous to our species? 

Did women evolve as the stronger sex because that is a necessity for childbearing and rearing in
a large-brained species? A proportionally large infant head to body ratio means that our young must be
born very physically immature.  Even before colonial times, it was necessary for a man to replace a
deceased wife with a strong, healthy one.  Without a woman to care for existing children; to cook and
preserve food; to tend livestock and garden, a family could not survive.

Whatever flights of fancy may be conjured up by new information about our species, it’s time for
all of us, male and female, to understand and value each other’s differing biological, intellectual and
psychological gifts, as well as vulnerabilities.  A world without an equal balance of male and female
qualities would destroy society as we know it.  When one sex is repressed, deprived or misunderstood,
we all lose out.  When the sexes within our own species compete we waste creative energy that is need-
ed so much for the survival of our planet.

Isobel P. Swartz

VAN PARKER

Like many others who read this paper, we saw the Al Gore
movie An Inconvenient Truth last month.  The movie was well
researched, and it was sobering. If trends continue, the Netherlands,
which we recently visited, would be under water. So would large sec-
tions of Florida and New York City. Not to speak of Bangladesh and
other low lying parts of the planet. If glaciers and the north- and
south-pole ice caps continue to melt, the water will keep on raising
ocean levels. As the earth warms and gases are trapped, rising tem-
peratures will create more areas of drought, more hurricanes and
typhoons and more areas of excessive rainfall.

It’s a pretty bleak picture, but I didn’t feel bleak when I left the
theater. Perhaps it was because of the light touch with which Al Gore
handled this very heavy issue. Certainly it had to do with the “it¹s not
too late” and “you can make a difference” ending to the film. I went
home with a resolution to take at least some of the many simple sug-
gestions which were offered. One easy one was to start buying light
bulbs that use less energy. Another was to become a bit more inten-
tional about recycling. We’re not in the market for a car now, but ener-
gy efficiency will be high on our list when we look for one.

But there is another side to this movie that impressed me as much
as the movie itself. It was the change in Al Gore. No longer is he the
wooden, programmed figure we saw running for president. He was
loose, able to laugh at himself and, in the words of one friend, “com-
fortable in his own skin.”

Over the past few years, Gore has had the opportunity to get off
the Washington merry-go-round, to do some teaching, some reflecting
and some thinking about who he is and where he is going. Caring
about the environment isn’t a new cause for him. A number of years
ago he wrote a book about it. When in Congress he tried to get others
to focus on the issue with little success.

Gore’s exile from public life did something for him. Periods of
quiet and listening often seem to do that for people. They have a
chance to sort things out, to see what matters and what doesn’t. They
become more real, more authentic - more themselves.

An Inconvenient Truth is a well-named film. It’s a stop sign warn-
ing us that if we fail to change our collective ways, our children and
grandchildren may not be able to enjoy this beautiful and unique plan-
et. And behind this movie is the story of a man who has found new
energy to proclaim something that has always been close to his heart:
a message that, at last, more of us may be willing to hear.

An Inconvenient Truth - 
A Sign of Hope

Peacham 
Library
Monday, Wednesday,
Friday and Saturday
10:00 a.m. - noon

Tuesday and
Thursday

1:00 - 7:00 p.m.
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N.E.K.’s Full-Service Outdoor Store

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
(802) 626-3215

Rt. 114, East Burke, VT

Canoes & Flat Water
Kayaks by

Personal, Quality Service on All
Makes & Models Of  Bikes.

Professional Bike Tune-ups $30

15%15% off
paddling accessories
with boat purchase

25%25% off
cycling accessories
with bicycle purchase

Authorized Dealer

WALDENCountry Store IS OPEN
FOR LUNCH & DINNER

Our New Extended Menu Includes:
� Fried Chicken
& Seafood Dinners
� Homemade Sandwiches
with Fresh Halleluia Bread

� “It’ll be Pizza Crust”... the
Pizza everyone’s raving about!
� Gifford Ice Cream & Sundaes 

Mon.-Fri. 4:30 a.m.-10 p.m. � Sat. 6 a.m.-10 p.m. � Sun. 7 a.m.-9 p.m.
“When everyone else is closed... we’re still going”
Route 15, Walden, Vermont � (802) 563-2888

Serving this area
for over 60 years.

Fuel Oil
& Kerosene
Cash Discounts
Automatic
Deliveries
(802) 748-3011

See you at the Fair!

“If I’d taken the short route I
never would have appreciated
this as much as I do.”

three acres of the old dairy farm.
This is the fourth year for

Tom and Ali and their “Hollow
Wood Farm.” Tom says, “I’m
sure people thought we’d floated
in here on the wind, but they had
no idea of our resolve. Some must
have been asking, ‘when are they
leaving,’ but now they ask, ‘what
are you growing.’ There may
have been skeptics, but some peo-
ple have been tremendously help-
ful, and they seem to understand
and appreciate the dedication. We
like to think that those who fig-
ured we’d be gone in a few
months have been proven
wrong.”

On this bright summer morn-
ing with a clear view into the high
peaks of New Hampshire and the
sloping hillside that falls away to
the Water Andric, the Passumpsic
and the valley of the Connecticut
River in the distance, this place is
spectacularly beautiful.

“I started on a shoestring,”
Tom says, “but I broke even the
first year. My father was the
cheapest cheapskate I ever met,
and some of that rubbed off on
me. I’m frugal.” He looks at the
dirt on his bare hands, and he
says, “These are my tools. I have
a truck and two small plastic-cov-
ered greenhouses, a rototiller, a
couple of rakes, 4 or 5 hoes and
the rocks.” He laughs. Tom hires
a neighbor to plow, furrow and
till the nearly three-acres of gar-
den and to help roll out a long
black cover of plastic mulch. 

Ali works at the Diamond Hill
Store in Danville and joins Tom
whenever she can at the garden or
tending their booth at Farmer’s
Markets. “I like seeing what Tom
pulls out of the ground,” she says.

“We’re both happy, and there’s
just no turning back.” 

Tom and Ali are far from turn-
ing back. The scale of it all is
small, but Tom thinks and talks
like a businessman. “I am my
own overhead, but it took me a
year to learn that I can’t give stuff
away.” He watches the state’s
published market prices, but he
knows that his costs are lower
than those at bigger and, perhaps,
more sophisticated organic farms.
He says, it’s not unusual to see
products from larger farms sell-
ing at higher prices, and as a
result he’s been asked if he knows
what he’s doing. But when he
sells out and calls the day prof-
itable, he’s more than satisfied.

Tom looks down across his

As the morning light breaks in the east Tom Markewinski rolls up
the sides of his greenhouses where tomatoes are nearly ready for
market.

Photos By: North Star/David Ballou
Ali Youens sets up their display for the weekly Farmers’ Market on
the Green in Danville. 

(Continued from Page 1)

soils major in college instead of a
music major. At times I wished
that I’d turned to the soil sooner
instead of music, but - ” he
admits, “if I’d taken the short
route I never would have appreci-
ated this as much as I do.”

In November 2002, after three
years of hiring out on vegetable
farms, Tom drove through
Danville and Peacham, places
they had visited many times in
their tourist days. He says, “With
no means to buy land at any price,
I kept thinking that somewhere
there must be an acre or two

where we could rent space and at
least get a start with the invest-
ment of our labor.”

At the real estate office on the
Green in Danville, Tom met
Realtor Barb Machell, and with
his hand on the door knob ready
to leave he asked …, to which she
replied, “We have land.”

Two months later, in January
2003, Tom and Ali met with Barb
Machell and her husband on one
of the snow-covered fields of the
Machells’ Pumpkin Hill Farm in
Danville, and there they agreed to
an arrangement for Tom and Ali
to raise organic vegetables on

garden bounty as the dew disap-
pears from the leaves on carefully
thinned plants. “It’s so quiet here,
that I honestly think my senses
have been heightened after leav-
ing the din of Los Angeles. My
hands are in the soil every day.
Often it’s just me and the birds
and the deer. There is satisfaction
that I have never known before in
doing what I like and being
appreciated when people reach
out for our products at the
Farmers’ Market and then they
want to take our picture.”

Tom turns serious again. “The
meaning of life to me is a place
like this when the days turn cool
and crisp in the fall - when the
frost is on the pumpkin. To be
able to do what you want to do
and have people appreciate it -
that’s about as good as it gets.”

Tom and Ali’s vision for the
future? They agree this is pretty
close, but having it on their own

IItt’’ss  ssoo  qquuiieett  hheerree,,
tthhaatt  II  hhoonneessttllyy
tthhiinnkk  mmyy  sseennsseess
hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  hheeiigghhtt--
eenneedd  aafftteerr  lleeaavviinngg
tthhee  ddiinn  ooff  LLooss
AAnnggeelleess..

Elizabeth Everts of West Barnet has been a vendor at the
Danville and St. Johnsbury Farmers’ Markets for 17 years.  She
sells vegetables, preserves, wool and wool hats.  The Danville
Market is on Wednesdays  from 9 - 1 on the Danville Green, and
the St Johnsbury Market is held Saturdays from 9 - 1 on Pearl
Street behind Anthony’s Diner.  Vendors at both markets offer
lots of fresh vegetables as well as maple products, cut flowers,
baked goods, wood and hand crafts.
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Contact Jim Ashley at
Green Mountain Geothermal

for a free analysis of the costs and benefits for your home.

� Save on your heating costs
� Control your humidity
� Air condition your home
� Get hot water free

Green Mountain Geothermal

(802) 684-3491

Sponsored by Danville Chamber of Commerce
This year’s theme:

DANVILLE: AN OPEN DOOR COMMUNITY

STREET DANCE
Friday, August 4, 2006  7-10:30 p.m.

with Runaway Train
FFRRIIDDAAYY  EEVVEENNTTSS

6:00 Unlimited Rides with Bracelet
6:00 Pony Pulling 1,400 LB class
7:00 Street Dance on the Green
8:00 Pony Pulling - Free for All

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY  EEVVEENNTTSS
10:00 Children’s Parade
11:00 Grand Street Parade
12:00 Maple Leaf 7
1:00 Horse Pulling 3,400 LB class  
3:00 Horse Pulling - Free for All
3:00 Best of Friends
7:00 The Bel Aires
9:00 Cash  Drawing and Raffles

Buy a $2 tag to support 
the Danville Fair and 

have a chance at winning 
$100 or $250. 

Drawing will be on 
Saturday night at 9 p.m.

August 4 & 5, 2006
76th Annual Danville Community

Grand Street Parade
in honor of

Citizens of  the Year:
The Volunteers at 
The Open Door

Great Food, Rides, Crafts, Floral Hall
and More ...

land would clearly make sense.
Tom says, the size is adequate,
but an irrigated, weed-free, gar-
den chock-full of vegetables with
a roadside farm stand would be
perfect. He’d like strawberries
and blueberries, and he’d really
like to give the apple tree that he
started from seed in Hollywood a
permanent home. 

The Hollow Wood Farm display is arranged with a flair that draws
the browsers eyes across mountains of fresh broccoli and this boun-
tiful arrangement of beets, cabbage and bok choy. 

If you’ve never had peas straight from the garden and you think
that they grow in the boxes sold in the supermarket freezer case,
you are missing one of the true privileges of summer.

And you can be sure there
will be pumpkins. Tom says, “I
don’t know what to say about
fate, but some of this started with
a travel guide in California. Then
we decided to move to Vermont,
we decided to farm and here we
are raising pumpkins off the beat-
en path in Danville on a place
called Pumpkin Hill.”

Riverside School Rolls
Up Its Sleeves

Generosity is in bloom this
summer among the iris and petu-
nias at The Riverside School in
Lyndonville. 

An anonymous donor has
given $50,000 to benefit the stu-
dent scholarship plan as well as
to fund the position of director of
community service. The money
comes at a time when the school
faces a crossroad. Open to the
elements of the 21st century in
the Northeast Kingdom, the 25-
year old school was in need of
financial support. An enormous
gift of this kind has rekindled the
spirit and life of the 1864
Victorian home used for the
school. An alumni scholarship
program has seen pledges and
donations of hundreds of dollars
from a group of satisfied stu-
dents, all in their teens, pledging
$100 for each of the next 10
years.

Donations and pledges are a
welcome sign that the small
independent school is moving in
a positive direction with the aid
of newly-appointed Head of
School, Laurie Boswell. With
personal donations of incalcula-
ble hours and much needed
building upgrades, there is little
Laurie hasn’t done and no idea
she won’t listen to, for the bene-
fit of the school.

Established by a group of
parents who wanted to see art,
languages and hands-on learn-
ing, The Riverside School is
committed to developing active
learners, patient leaders and
engaged citizens in a supportive
c o m m u n i t y .
This mission statement, visible
in each classroom, is a reminder
to teachers, students, parents and
visitors that the focus of the
school is more than academic.
The world will always have
bright individuals, but intelli-
gence is not enough.  Society
needs leaders who possess an
ethic of care, who listen well and
are patient in their deliberations.

Society needs informed citizens
who are willing to serve the com-
munity.  At The Riverside School
students are prepared for their
future roles in society.

“Classrooms” of Riverside
are re-modeled rooms in the old
house. Classrooms are also the
circle of cedars in the front yard,
the barn where Morning
Assembly takes place, the
overnight field trips throughout
New England, the nursing home
where students interact with resi-
dents and the GPS (global posi-
tioning system) scavenger hikes
that may lead anywhere.
Riverside students are active

learners in these classrooms and
other settings as well.

At a time when children need
individual attention, The
Riverside School provides that
with small class size and dedicat-
ed faculty.

The 2006-2007 academic
year is looking wonderful thanks
to the support of so many friends
of the school.  With patience all
things are possible.  Cum patien-
tia omnia possunt confici.  So
true in education as in life.  

Visit The Riverside School at
www.trsweb.org or stop by for a
tour.

Riverside School Photograph
Laurie Boswell is the new Head of the School at The Riverside
School in Lyndonville.

The
Creamery
Restaurant

Serving Lunch 
and Dinner

Please Call for Hours

Pub
Opens at 4:00

(802) 684-3616
Closed Sundays & Mondays

See You 
at the 

Danville Fair
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JEUDEVINE FALLS
Nature and Event Center

Jeudevine Falls Nature Center offers
a breathtaking two-waterfall park set
on beautiful manicured garden
grounds. The lower falls is the largest
lighted and most handicapped 
accessible waterfalls in Vermont. 

The upper falls was used as a 
backdrop for a popular magazine ad
series in the 1980s.

This year we added an antique barn
and advertising museum with a large
library. We encourage you to visit and
sit and relax on any of  our numerous
benches throughout the park.

Birdwatchers will enjoy the wide 
variety of  species to see along the trails
and gardens.

We encourage you to check us out for weddings, birthday parties,
company picnics, reunions and wellness retreats. Maybe just stop by for
a romantic stroll through the park and browse the antiques.

$6.00 Admission per person. Under 12 free with adult. Buses welcome.

Jeudevine Falls Nature Center
2259 Craftsbury Road
Route 14 North

Hardwick, VT 05843
(802) 472-5486

www.vtwaterfalls.com

Pope Memorial Library
ANNUAL RAFFLE

Drawing - Saturday, August 5, 2006
at the Danville Fair - 9 p.m.

Queen/King Reversible Quilt
Handcrafted by women of the Danville community

You do not need to be present to win.
Raffle Tickets are available at the Pope Library.

684-2256
6/$5.00 or $1.00/each

COUNTRY CORNER SQUARES
Lyndon, VT

(802) 684-3829  or  (802) 748-4096

September 13 and 20     7:00 p.m.
Lyndon Corner Grange Hall
York Street, Lyndon Corner

Come join us for one or both evenings of introduction
to Modern Western Style Square Dancing. No previous
experience necessary.  No partner required.  

Families, singles or couples of all ages are welcome.
A non-competitive team sport with low impact aerobics
and excellent exercise for mental acuity. Come join us -
wear casual clothes and soft soled shoes.  

Fun nights are free.

SQUARE DANCE FUN NIGHTS

DANVILLE
HARDWARE 20 Hill Street

684-2538
800-287-2538

OPEN 7 DAYS
Monday-Friday 8-5
Saturday 8-3
Sunday 9-3

It’s High Summer and High Time
to make progress on that all
important “To Do” list.

If you need it, we’ve probably got it!

(Continued from Page 1)

an intervale near the
Ammonoosuc River, four miles
above the narrow place called the
Gateway of the Pass. His father,
Abel Crawford, operated the
Mount Crawford House nine
miles south of the Gateway.

Between them, Samuel
Willey Jr. of Bartlett was the new
owner of a one-and-a-half story
farmhouse called the Notch
House. Built in 1792, the house
was abandoned for several
months and badly in need of
repairs. Willey and his wife,
Polly Lovejoy, had five children.
From oldest to youngest, they
were Eliza, Jeremiah, Martha,

Elbridge and Sally. They also
had raised David Nickerson, who
later became one of their hired
hands.

Willey moved his family into
the abandoned house during the
au tumn of 1825 and set to work
to secure the buildings against
the cold of New Hampshire’s
winter. When winter did arrive,
the howling winds, intense cold
and blinding snowstorms were
unlike anything the family had
experienced in Bartlett. It was
for that very reason that the
traveling pub lic welcomed the
accommodations.

Encouraged by profit made
through the first winter, Willey

enlarged the inn for his guests.
Helping him were Nickerson, 21,
and David Allen, 37, a powerful-
ly built man, who had a wife and
four children in Bartlett.

By early summer the renova-
tions were progressing, and the
area had taken on a conspicuous-
ly attractive appearance. In front
of the house was a beautiful
meadow, which stretched to the
base of 3,875-foot-high Mt.
Webster. Fringed by maples, the
open area added beauty to the
tranquil setting of the inn.

Directly behind the house
Mt. Willey rose to a height of
4,260 feet. (The mountain was so
named 19 years later, in 1845.)
Between the house and the foot
of this mountain Willey planted
wheat in a field totaling less than
an acre. Because of the restric-
tive nature of the Notch, there
was barely enough room for
build ings, and because the mead-
ow was small, it was only
enough for age for the cows,
sheep, two oxen and two horses.
The only other animal on the
premises was a family dog.

As travelers “put up” at the

Willey House, as it was known,
they spoke of the kindness and
attention extended them by their
hosts. In this vein one guest
wrote, “Despite the presence of
the children, order, peace and
cheerfulness also pervade the
house.”

It was often noted the
children were “intelligent, well
be haved, contented and happy.”

The first hint of trouble came
early in the summer of 1826
while Abel Craw ford and a road
crew were repairing the turnpike.
A sudden and heavy rainstorm
forced them to take shelter at the
Willey House, and while they
were there, a slide with prodi-
gious power came down Mt.
Willey missing the barn by about
50 feet. Debris covered several
hundred feet of the road, and a
second but lesser slide followed
soon after.

The Willeys were frightened.
Because the larger slide came so
close to the house, Mrs. Willey
tried to leave with two of her
children. Abel Crawford calmed
her by saying, “Don’t be
alarmed. You are much safer here
than you would be on the road.
Besides, there may be other diffi-
culties in the way caused by
other slides. And, if swollen
waters have carried away some
of the bridges, they cannot be
crossed.”

Crawford and the road crew
left, and shortly thereafter
Samuel Willey sought out a safer
location should a similar emer-
gency occur in the future. A few
hundred feet south of the house
he established a shelter from a
large, overturned cart body, and
as a further safeguard, he placed
a 25-foot log behind the house as
protection from rolling rocks.

Improvements on the proper-
ty continued, and as summer
wore on the weather remained

hot and dry. By August, the earth
had turned to a powdery dust that
was ankle deep, and vegetation
became parched and lifeless.
Toward the middle of the month,
a wind blowing in from the south
brought a promise of rain.
Showers sprinkled the area, but
they offered little in the way of
relief.

On August 28 the storm
struck with fury. High winds and
torrential rains lashed the valley
throughout the day. There were
flashes of lightning, peals of
thunder, reverberations and
echoes of landslides, and the
Saco River went on a rampage.
Just before midnight the storm
ceased, the clouds cleared, and
the remainder of the night was
calm.

Early Tuesday morning
Ethan Crawford was awakened
by his young son. “Father,” he
called, “the earth is nearly cov-
ered with water, and the hogs are
swimming for life!”

Leaping from bed, Crawford
discovered the storm had
destroyed his crops, drowned 14
of his sheep, washed away a 90-
foot shed and buried the best of
his land under sand and gravel.

The route was an 
important link between
northeastern Vermont,
northern New Hamp shire
and the City of Portland

EEtthhaann  AAlllleenn
CCrraawwffoorrdd  ddiissccoovv--
eerreedd  tthhee  ssttoorrmm  hhaadd
ddeessttrrooyyeedd  hhiiss
ccrrooppss,,  ddrroowwnneedd  1144
ooff  hhiiss  sshheeeepp,,
wwaasshheedd  aawwaayy  aa  9900--
ffoooott  sshheedd  aanndd
bbuurriieedd  tthhee  bbeesstt  ooff
hhiiss  llaanndd  uunnddeerr
ssaanndd  aanndd  ggrraavveell..  
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The Riverside School
An independent school for grades 2-8

30 Lily Pond Road   Lyndonville, VT 05851
(802) 626-8552

theriversideschool@charter.net      
www.theriversideschool.com

Celebrating 25 Years
� Dedicated Teachers
� High Academic Standards
� Family Atmosphere
� Small Class Size
� Personal Attention

Cabot Greenhouse & Nursery

Annuals, Perennials,
Nursery Stock

& Hanging Baskets

Lower Cabot Road, Cabot, VT 05647    (802) 563-2078

At its peak, the flood had come
within 18 inches of his doorway.
No matter which direction
Crawford looked, he saw devas-
tation beyond belief. 

Later there were estimates
that more than 100 mud slides
had washed down during the
storm, most of them centering
around the range of Mount
Washington.

Below, Abel Crawford had
also suffered heavy losses. He
had been away when the storm
struck, and his wife was alone
with the children. When the river
began to flow through their
house, she hustled the youngsters
to an upper floor. She spent the
night at a window with a pole
fending off floating trees that
were threatening to knock the
house from its foundation. As
lightning flashed, she watched
crops destroyed, their sheep
drowned and their freshly cut
lumber wash away down stream.
She saw the destruction of their
new sawmill, and like Ethan
Crawford, they lost some of their
best land. 

The greatest tragedy was yet
to be discovered. Because of its
isolation, no one had any way of

knowing what the situation was
at the Willey House. The full
horror would unravel slowly.

By Tuesday morning warn-
ings were spread throughout
Bartlett and Conway to remove
all surviving cattle, sheep and
horses to higher ground.
Unbelievably, the Saco River
had risen 24-feet.

At midday, a lone traveler
named John Barker appeared at
Ethan Crawford’s. With apparent
urgent business south of the
Notch, Barker told Craw ford he
had to continue on. Crawford
urged pa tience, particularly since
the bridge across the
Ammonoosuc River was out.

At 4 o’clock in the afternoon
after the river had somewhat
receded, Crawford used a horse
to swim Barker to the other side,
and Barker headed on for the
Gateway. With most of the road
destroyed, he found it slow
going.  While scrambling down
the steep pitch of the tortured
Gateway, he discovered
washouts 20-feet deep. In the
valley it was no better. All he
could see were piles of debris,
ex posed boulders and the
remains of trees that had fallen

from the steep walls of the
Notch.

Just before dark he reached
the Willey House. Not only was
it hauntingly quiet, but he was
shocked to find the house sur -
rounded by rubble from a
landslide, which had come down
di rectly behind it. Behind the
house, he discovered a large
boulder had divided the destruc-
tive mass into two streams.
Though the northern stream had
de stroyed the barn, the house and
a connected woodshed were
intact. On the other side of the
house, Barker found the divided
slide had merged back together.

Barker passed the family dog
and entered the house. Inside he
found doors open, beds unmade,
clothes scattered and Samuel
Willey’s spectacles beside an
open Bible. Barker concluded
the family must have fled to Abel
Crawford’s place. He decided to
stay the night.

At daylight, Barker ventured
to the site of the demolished
barn. There he uncovered two
dead horses and a pair of oxen,
one of which was pinned beneath
a fallen timber. 

It was noon before Barker
reached Abel Crawford’s. His
arrival was delayed because of
the bridges on the turnpike
washed away. Finding the
Willeys not there, Barker and the
others suspected the worst.

Barker continued south
spreading word that the Willey
family was missing. Later an
anxious Ethan Crawford reached
the Willey House and found sev-

eral men already there. One of
his brothers was among them.
This brother assured Ethan that
Abel’s family had survived the
storm, but the group agreed there
was little hope for the Willeys.
Ethan became too upset to
remain any longer and wearily
groped and stumbled his way
home.

Meanwhile, more able-bod-
ied men were headed for the
Notch. 

On Thursday morning,
August 31, while James Willey,
Samuel Jr.’s elder brother, direct-
ed the search through the rubble,
Samuel Willey Sr. and his sons
Benjamin and Stephan and other
relatives, friends and neighbors,
made their way up the road from
Conway.

Going on noon, as they
neared the site, they could see
three slides that had come off Mt.
Willey. The southernmost left its
tangled debris 30-feet high in the
intervale. The northern slide,
which was the longest, had
notched the skyline and come
down directly behind the house.
The third slide completely

destroyed the cart body, which
Samuel Jr. had thoughtfully
planned as a refuge.

With about 50 men gathered
to hunt for the bodies, the search
turned southward and toward the
debris that had been washed
along by the flood, and in
response to a call for his help
Ethan Crawford arrived again.

Shortly after noon, Edward
Melcher, following the southern
divi sion of the slide, brushed
against a twig and disturbed a
cluster of flies around an opening
in the debris. Working his way
into the opening, he discovered a
man’s hand jammed between two
logs. Stephan Willey and
Thomas Hart came with shovels,
and their digging exposed the
body of the hired man, David
Allen. The find meant that there
was a new widow with four chil-
dren living in Bartlett, penniless
and at the mercy of charity.

Mrs. Willey’s body was
directly be hind Allen. When the
bodies were uncovered, they
were found to be nude and terri-
bly mangled. It appeared as 

(Concluded on Page 10)

Photos By: North Star Monthly
The Willey family was lost in an August rainstorm and mudslide in
Craword Notch 180 years ago. Their house, which survived the
devestation that night, was destroyed by fire in 1899.
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The only independent pharmacy in St, Johnsbury
“Dedicated to your good health”

415 Railroad St. � St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 � (802) 748-3122

Going away this summer?
Our Travel Section has a good selection
of miniatures for your convenience:
first aid kits, personal care items,
Gauthier’s products and gift sets.

(Continued from Page 9)
though he had been guiding her
up to the moment of death.

Soon Richard Barnes found
Mr. Willey’s body about 70-feet
farther down the brook. It was
not only pinned under a timber
from the barn but was entangled
in the top of an uprooted tree.
Willey was fully clothed except
for a torn-off coat sleeve. His in -
juries were much less severe than
those of his wife or David Allen.

As night came on, the search
stopped. The three bodies were
wrapped in sheets and placed in
hastily constructed coffins. They
were set in a temporary and com-
mon grave close to the house,
and there they would remain
until winter. 

The next morning most of the
searchers left, leaving only a few
to search for the other six bodies.
Before he departed, Ethan
Crawford constructed a simple
monument for his deceased
friends. With a piece of red chalk
he printed on a planed board:
“THE FAMILY FOUND
HERE.” He nailed the board to a
tree and returned home, where he
was badly needed. Five children

and one hired man were still
missing.

The search for the others con-
tinued through the rest of the
week with no success. By
Sunday, September 3, the only
searchers remaining were
Benjamin Eastman and a small
boy named George Nickerson.
Nickerson’s brother, the other
hired man, was still missing.

About noon, as Eastman and
the boy worked below the area
where the others had been found,
they uncovered the body of Sally
Willey, 3, and that of the oldest
child, Eliza Ann, 13. In less than
two hours the youngest and the
eldest of the children were
found.

On Tuesday, a week after the
disaster, David Nickerson’s body
was located four feet below the
area where the first bodies were
recovered. His was the last to be
found.

In December the four Willey
bodies were buried in upper
Conway, known today as
Intervale. The fa ther, mother and
two children were laid to rest in a
single grave. The slate head-
stone, which is in the small

Willey cemetery behind the
Moat Mountain Inn in Intervale,
is inscribed with the names of the
three missing children as well.

David Allen’s body was
taken to the Bartlett cemetery.
His head stone, which is no more
than a rough red granite boulder,
is located in the far northwestern
corner. The location of
Nickerson’s grave is unknown.

The Willey House was destroyed
by fire on September 24, 1899.

Today, there is no way of
knowing exactly when the
Willey family and the two others
left the house hoping to find
safety from the storm, but the
plan to escape to the overturned
cart as a refuge proved to be their
downfall. No doubt the sound
and the fury of the storm were
terrifying, but had they remained
in the house they would have
survived. The tragic ending of
the Willeys and their hired men

still haunts the high walls of
Crawford Notch, and today, 180-
years later, one can only wonder
at the powerful forces of nature
and the fragile condition of
human life.

Floyd Ramsey’s account of
the Willey tragedy has been
excerpted with his permission
from a pamphlet published by
Bondcliff Books of Littleton and
from his Shrouded Memories
also published by Bondcliff
Books. 

The Willey House tragedy
still haunts the high walls
of Crawford Notch

The site of the Willey House near the base of Mt. Willey is identified by a modest state park office and a
commercial gift shop. The state park office has a few photographs of the house before it burned in 1899
and a fragment of wood identified as from a table in the house. 

fountains
Real Estate Incorporated

Peacham Corner Forest.  $175,000
Located in the Town of Peacham, this 100
+/- acre property has dramatic views of
Peacham Pond and the surrounding 
landscape.  This forest was recently
thinned and has a good access road and
cottage site with mountain views.

Mount Tug Forest.  $59,000
This 31 +/- acre easement protected forest
offers southern exposure, good access and
allows for one house site.  The property is
in the Connecticut River Valley town of
Lunenburg, a classic, small New England
town.

Maidstone Bends. $229,900
A level driveway leads to a superb house
site complimented by Connecticut River
frontage, dramatic views, ponds and prime
agricultural fields.  All of these natural
features sit on 49 +/- acres.

Specializing in the sale of  forestland and rural estates.

For information on these or other properties contact us at:

34 Barre Street, Suite 2, Montpelier, VT 05602
Tel: (802) 223-8644

email: realty@fountainsamerica.com
www.fountainsrealestate.com
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We’ve been protecting 
businesses and families in 

Vermont and New Hampshire for over a century. 

� Commercial Lines - Contractors Surety Bonds, Worker’s
Compensation, Property & Casualty, General and Professional
Liability, Umbrella.

� Personal Lines - Home, Automobile, Recreational Vehicles.

Bill Daley and Doug Spaulding
are located at 459 Portland Street, St. Johnsbury.

(802) 748-1010 or (800) 639-1010
www.kinneypike.com

Six offices statewide: Burlington, Poultney, Randolph,
Rutland, St. Johnsbury & White River Jct.

Caledonia County Fair
Mountain View Park � Lyndonville, VT

Exit 23 off I-91
August 23-27, 2006

Opening August 23 at 7:00 a.m.
Admission: $12 in Advance  $15 at the Gate

Children under Three are Free

Includes - Rides, Shows and Free Parking

Everyday Events:
Dreamland Amusement Rides
4-H Exhibits
Cattle, Sheep,
Poultry/Aquariums Exhibits
Floral Hall & Craft Exhibits
Maple Display
Saw Mill Demonstrations
Horses, Horses, Horses
Pig Paddling Porkers
Racing Pigs
Kirby Quilters Country Store
Antique Demo & Display
Mime Hurdy Gurdy
Children's Freedom Train
Bingo and Much More!

Wednesday, 
August 23

Children’s Day
Gates Open at 7 a.m.
Judging of 4-H Exhibits,
Poultry,  Rabbits and
Wildlife.
Cattle Judging - 
Youth Dairy Show
Water Slide Opens
Midway Opens
Pig Paddling Porkers
Scrapbooking Demos
Ice Cream Eating Contest
Horses, Horses, Horses
Racing Pigs
Chicken Calling Contest
Figure 8 Race - 
Autos & Trucks

Thursday, August 24
Senior Citizens’ Day

Honor Our Troops Day
Gates Open at 7 a.m.
Antique Tractor Pull
Cattle Judging - 
Open Dairy Show

Pig Paddling Porkers
Horses, Horses, Horses
Midway
Egg Hunting Contest
Racing Pigs
Sugarhouse Specials
Starship 
with Micky Thompson

Pony Pull - 1400 lb.

Friday, August 25
Gates Open at 7 a.m.
Cattle Judging - 
Youth and Open

Sheep & Goat Show
Pony Pulling - 1800 lb.
Midway
Racing Pigs
Ice Cream Special
at Dairy Center
Horses, Horses, Horses
Native American
Basketmaking

Cattle Judging - Yoke Show
Horse Pull - 3300 lb.
Volleyball
Pig Paddling Porkers
Pony Pull
Charlie Daniels Band

Saturday, August 26
Family Day

Gates Open at 7 a.m.
Volleyball
Rug Hooking
Model Dog Show
Horse Pull - 3100 lb.
Cattle Costume Contest
Midway
Racing Pigs
Horses, Horses, Horses
Grand Cavalcade
Horse Pull - 3500 lb.
Sheep Shearing Demo
Pig Paddling Porkers
Tractor Rodeo
Horse Pull FFA
Big Rig Truck Pull

Sunday, August 27
Gates Open at 7 a.m.
Volleyball
Horse Show
Gymkhana
Youth Ox Pull
Rug Hooking
Racing Pigs
Midway
Horses, Horses, Horses
Ox Pull - 2400 lb
Ice Cream Eating Contest
Pig Scramble
Pig Paddling Porkers
Ox Pull - 2800 lb
Ox Pull - 3200 lb
Ox Pull - over 3200 lb
Demo Derby 

SAVE A TON
OF MONEY,
HAVE A

TON OF FUN

Toll Free for more information   (800) 621-6656

DANVILLE SERVICE CENTER
Route 2, Danville Village  684-3481

� Foreign & Domestic Auto
Repair  � State Inspections
� Exhaust Work � Batteries
� 2 & 4 Wheel Computer
Alignment  � Shocks & Struts

HOURS: 7-5 Mon. thru Fri. � 8-1 Sat. � Mechanic on Duty

Ask Us About Tires

Four of the Willey family were buried in Intervale, NH in a small
family cemetery, now obscured from US 302 by the Moat Mountain
Inn. The cemetery can be reached by means of a parking lot located
to the north of the inn. The slate marker includes the names of the
four who were found and of the three missing children as well.

The Smithsonian Institution

With the school year about to be
upon us, August 10 might be a

good time to think about the “increase
and diffusion of knowledge.” Thanks
to a wealthy English scientist, who
died with no heirs, we’ve had a
national institution dedicated to that
purpose since August 10, 1846.

James Louis Macie Smithson,
whose fortune made the
Smithsonian Institution possible,
actually died in 1829, but the first
part of his will left his estate in
trust to a nephew. When that
nephew died childless, the last sen-
tence of Smithson’s handwritten
will suddenly became significant. 

In the event that Smithson had
no surviving heirs, his will, in what
seems like an idealistic after-
thought, bequeathed everything
“to the United States of America,
to found at Washington, under the
name of the Smithsonian
Institution, an establishment for
the increase & diffusion of knowl-

edge ...”
Smithson’s fortune, when it

was shipped across the Atlantic
and reminted into American coins,
amounted to $508,318.46. From
that nest egg, the Smithsonian has
grown into 16 museums and gal-
leries plus a zoo in Washington,
D.C., two museums in New York
City and several research stations
elsewhere.

One of the oldest of the
Smithsonian’s collections, and the
one that would have been of most
interest to Smithson himself, is
housed in the National Museum of
Natural History. This collection
includes over 100 million speci-
mens, only a small percentage of
which are on display. The rest are
stored behind the scenes for scien-
tific study and reference. 

Some of the natural history
treasures that Smithson, who was a
chemist and mineralogist, would
have especially enjoyed are the
world’s oldest fossil, some moon

rocks and the Hope Diamond.
There are thousands of plant and
animal specimens collected by
some of our earliest naturalists
plus several game animals shot by
Theodore Roosevelt specifically
for the Smithsonian. 

One of my own Smithsonian
favorites is the external architec-
ture of the original building, the
Castle, which was completed in
1855. In 1977, a pair of Barn
Owls,  named Increase and
Diffusion in honor of Smithson the
great patron of human knowledge,
nested in one of the towers. Today
the Castle houses offices, includ-
ing the Information Office, which I
still sometimes call to ask ques-
tions.

www.naturalistsalmanac.com

AAuugguusstt  1100  mmiigghhtt
bbee  aa  ggoooodd  ttiimmee  ttoo
tthhiinnkk  aabboouutt  tthhee
““iinnccrreeaassee  aanndd  ddiiff--
ffuussiioonn  ooff  kknnoowwll--
eeddggee..””

Willey Family Cemetery
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1513 Rt 2, 
West Danville, VT 
Call:  (802) 684-1024
Open Tues. - Sat.

9 to 5
www.vthomespecialties.com

Open 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday
Weekends and Evenings by appointment

PPOO  BBooxx  119966
DDaannvviillllee,,  VVTT  0055882288

((880022))  668844--33441111
((880000))  773344--22220033  ((VVTT  ttoollll  ffrreeee))

Rest Assured -

SSaawwyyeerr  &&  RRiittcchhiiee  ooffffeerrss::

AAllll  lliinneess  ooff  IInnssuurraannccee  CCoovveerraaggee,,
PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall  PPrroommpptt  SSeerrvviiccee,,      
CCoonnvveenniieenntt  LLooccaattiioonn  aanndd
CCoonnvveenniieenntt  PPaarrkkiinngg

From left: Cindy White, Donna Percy, John Blackmore, Joan Field, George Coppenrath,
Betsy McKay, Sam Kempton, Darlene Pilbin, Sue Coppenrath and Cindy Hastings.

ELLEN GOLD

August 1, 2005 - On this first
day August is delightfully cool
with plenty of moisture to keep
things green. We’re watching a
late afternoon thunderstorm
moving through. Cooler air is

dropping into the valley forcing
warmer air to rise in white,
misty, rolling clouds, which rap-
idly change as they meet the dark
storm clouds behind. Occasional
lightning bolts streak through the
cloud layers, accompanied by
distant thunder.

August 2, 2005 -
We discovered a large area in
our field loaded with blueberries.
Our neighbor alerted us to good
pickings near their yard, and a
casual walk through the grass
from there led to bushes in all
directions. Large clumps of suc-
culent berries were appearing

under every branch. It was more
like picking grapes than berries.
We easily filled and froze three
pints and will go exploring again
in the next few days. 

August 6, 2005 - Danville
Fair, the beginning of the end of
summer. With a day like today,
we’ll be sorry to see summer
wind down. The weather was
perfect for outdoor festivities.
Temperatures stayed in the 70’s
with low humidity and bright
sunshine. The mountains have
been crystal clear all day. Jeff ran
into a grinning, 90-year-old
Thelma White who had just

come from riding on the rather
formidable Ferris wheel. She
said that that’s one of the three
things she looks forward to at the
fair each summer and that the
view from the very top was spec-
tacular on this clear day. Had a
good morning of raspberry and
blueberry pickings yesterday and
found that a bear had wandered
the same path. We made sure to
keep up a continuous chatter in
case the bears were still among
the berries and not just wander-
ing through, leaving piles of
poop.

August 9, 2005 - The steady,
high-pitched, rhythmic chirping
of cicadas has arrived, filling the
summer silence. Goldenrod is
showing hints of yellow, and
local sweet corn is on the farm
stands. Blackcap raspberries
have joined the harvest. Morning
haze erased our view as more hot
and humid weather sets in.
Monarch butterflies have arrived
in much reduced numbers but
full in beauty.

August 14, 2005 - Light but
steady rain on this cool, overcast
day. Mist continues to rise from
the disappearing valley. Gardens
are getting a much needed gentle
soaking. It’s a good day to put up
more zucchini pancakes and a
batch of hermit zucchini cookies.
Last night we had zucchini
stuffed with curried chicken
sausage. So all-in-all it’s been a
profitable weekend as five more
zucchini bite the dust. 

August 16, 2005 - It’s a
misty, moisty morning and as the
nursery rhyme goes, “cloudy was
the weather.” Spider webs are
heavy with dew and stand out on
the bushes and in the grass.
Intricately woven patterns, sepa-
rated by moisture are much larg-
er and more open than usual. The
sun is gradually burning off the
morning fog and bringing back
our mountain view. Goldenrod in
various shades, shapes and sizes
fill the fields and our golden
globe perennial heliopesis have
stalks which reach up and above
our lamp poles, with bright, nod-
ding, yellow heads straining to
stay upright. I discovered today
that a clicking sound that I had
attributed to chipmunks and

squirrels is the sound an aggres-
sive hummingbird makes to
guard his territory. They sure can
be bossy and intimidating to
unwanted rivals or intruders.
Hummers vigorously defend
“their” feeder and the surround-
ing flowers.

August 23, 2005 - It’s 49°
this bright sunny morning, with
thick valley fog not yet warmed
sufficiently by the late rising sun
to dissipate. Even Mt.
Moosilauke still wears his cot-
tony nightcap. Students are back
to school next week and as usual,
the very first signs of fall color
have appeared. The occasional
maples, especially swamp
maples, have dipped a leaf or
two into mother nature’s paint
can to sample the available
autumnal hues. Meanwhile we
continue to feast from the garden
and field. An added treat to pick-
ing blackberries are the beautiful
monarch butterflies floating
through the field and the unusu-
ally large, graceful dragonflies
seining the air for mosquitoes.
Went for a late morning walk and
picked some blackberries for
lunch. I surprised or I guess more
accurately was surprised by a
flock of grouse grazing on the
choke cherries. There were some
also feeding by the blueberry
patch when I was picking a few
days ago. I’m not sure if they’re
actually eating berries or other
fruit on trees nearby. 

August 25, 2005 - Took an
afternoon walk around the reser-
voir loop. The streams along
Kittredge Road are into their late
summer trickling mode. Yellow
butterflies were “flocking” near
the mud puddles, lapping up salts
and minerals. Huge dragonflies
were gracefully hovering above
Matte’s pond. A breeze helped
keep this full-sun day comfort-
able. Non-threatening clouds
hung picturesquely in a haze-free
sky. It should be a perfect
evening for Danville Town
Band’s final summer concert on
the green. Apple trees are
weighed down with a bumper
crop of red and green apples.
After two seasons of low yield,
this year’s abundance is a wel-
comed sight. The thermometer is

Sunflower
Consignment Shop

When you’re out “yard saling”,
put us on your list of places to stop!!

� Good quality clothing & housewares
� Ever expanding Christmas Corner
� New Bargain section
� Alterations & other sewing services available

Hours: Wednesday - Friday 10-5 & Saturday 9-1
St. Johnsbury on Rt. 5
(802)748-0148       Now accepting ee  yy

Walden Hill Journal

Photo By: Jeff Gold
The Danville Town Band lit up the sky for a summer concert on the Danville Green.
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barely tipping 50° tonight. I had
a brief glimpse of an extremely
bright Venus dropping below the
western horizon with Jupiter
close behind.

August 26, 2005 - A gentle
pastel ocean sunrise this chilly
autumnal morning. Our usual
river of mist has overflowed to
form an ethereal sea with moun-
taintop islands floating above it.
About 6:30 the sun finally made
its presence known, rising just
below our lower drive. The sun’s
southward journey into winter is
underway. Long shadows and a
few wispy clouds complete the
morning scene in what the
weatherman calls “chamber of
commerce” end-of-summer
weather. While we’re enjoying
the early morning calm, south
Florida is being blasted by hurri-
cane Katrina. We’ll no doubt be
feeling its diminished power in a
week or so. Dahlias are just
beginning to open, adding their
rich, dark red to our fall-bloom-
ing flowers. Hopefully they’ll
have a chance to mature before
our first frost hits. It’s a stunning
star night, the perfect bookend to
the serene start of the day.
There’s no moonlight to obscure
the constellations as well as all
the unnamed pinpoints of light
sparkling in their infinite intensi-
ties. The Milky Way sends a
long, arching, steamy plume

from the spout of the teapot
Sagittarius in the southern sky to
Cassiopeia on the opposite north-
ern horizon. The gentle sound of
rustling leaves, insistent pulsat-
ing katydids, the shrill of chirp-
ing crickets and the sweet fra-
grance of phlox permeate the
night air. Only the hardiest of
mosquitoes set up the occasional
whine on this cool night. One
rapidly moving satellite and an
orange burning shooting star
bring the day to a close.

August 31, 2005 - We’re
ending August with torrential
rain and blustery winds. The
remnants of hurricane Katrina
may be weakening but she’s still
blowing a mighty wind. Big
news; Danville now has its very
own “Moose Crossing” signs,
which I believe are the town’s
first such warnings. One posting
is on a wet, low section of Route
2 and looks like good moose
habitat to me. I’ve never seen a
moose there except for the metal
moose at the mini-golf course on
Route 2, but I will keep my eyes
peeled.

The tried and proven method
of selecting wine is to buy

only that with which you are
familiar. You know it, and you
like it. The risk of not enjoying it
is negligible to the percentage of
ending up with a spoiled bottle. 

However there is a whole
other world out there worth
exploring offering a multitude in
flavors, aromas and tastes. This
is really the reason I write these
articles, to encourage experi-
ments in wine, to try a wine
never tried before. I hope to give
our readers a few guidelines and
hints to help making a more edu-
cated choice about something
new.

There are thousands of dif-
ferent wines available from all
over the world. The choice is
daunting, and it’s no wonder
people tend to play it safe. But do
you remember the first time you
tried that particular wine you like
so much, the excitement you felt,
almost like a first date? It might
have been at a friend’s house,
maybe someone who likes exper-
imenting and every so often buys
a different wine, just to see what

it tastes like. When was the last
time you introduced a new wine
to your guests?

Before you go “experiment-
ing” with a new wine, take a look
at the wine you like: Which
region does it come from?
Chances are there may be others
from that area featuring enough
of the characteristics you like but
offering new flavors that are dis-
tinct. How about a different
choice on your favorite grape,
there are plenty of chardonnays,
merlots and pinot noirs out there.
It’s also worth taking a look at
the label, it is a reflection of the
winemaker’s taste. You might
like another wine with a label
that attracts your interest.

Price is a good indicator of
quality. Any bottle for about five
bucks is what it is: cheap. It
probably tastes that way, too.
Good values can be had for just
under $10, but most quality
wines tend to be at the $15 to $20
level. Above that it usually
means you are paying extra for
the name or the rating. 

There is an often told story
about the person that buys a case

of wine, but does not like it after
the first bottle and returns the
remainder of the case. Then
Robert Parker or the Wine
Spectator gives it a big rating, so
the person goes back and buys
the case again at almost double
the price. This really does hap-
pen, although most likely no one
will admit to it. Ratings of 90 or
more are sure to increase the
price by more than its worth. It
seems a wiser move to buy an
unrated wine at $15 than a high-
ly rated one at $25. 

Mr. Parker tastes an average
of 130 wines a day, you can
imagine how exhausted his
palate gets after a while. Mine
gives up after about 30. Only big,
bold wines stand out in such a
crowd. The more subdued, ele-
gant wines get lost. They may be
the bargain worth trying. After
all winemaking is an art, it plays
to a lot of individual tastes.
Would Picasso have scored 90
points? 

At last, follow your intuition,
ask questions and try something
new every so often, you might
find a new wine to share with
your friends.

Call us at (802) 748-4292Call us at (802) 748-4292

The Cork & Bottle
Gerd Hirschmann 



14 The North Star Monthly    August 2006

August
28 - August 3 Wordplay (2006,

US) [PG]  Director: Patrick
Creadon. An affectionate
documentary about The New
York Times crossword puz-
zle, the  constructors who
make it and the word nuts
who love it. Catamount
Arts, St. Johnsbury.

4 The Mammals, Middle
Earth Music, Bradford.

4 Northeast Kingdom Music
festival, Albany, VT.

4-10 Water (2005, India) [PG-
13]  Director: Deepa Mehta.
Part three in Mehta’s
“Elements” trilogy, cele-
brates the lives of women
who have, and continue to,
resist marginalization by
Indian society.  Catamount
Arts, St. Johnsbury.
(802) 748-2600.

5 Perfect Train Wreck, Middle
Earth Music, Bradford.

5 Gordon Lightfoot, Flynn
Theatre, Burlington.

6 UmbrellaFest featuring
Toubab Krewe, Burke
Mountain.

9 John Hiatt with David
Stockhausen, Higher
Ground, Burlington.

10 Bela Fleck, Natalie
MacMaster and Del
McCoury Band, Shelburne
Museum.

11 Glengarry Boys, Middle

Earth Music, Bradford.
11-17 Sketches of Frank Gehry

(2005, US) [PG-13]
Director: Sydney Pollack.
Documentary on the archi-
tect, Frank O. Gehry, the
film explores Gehry’s
process of turning abstract
drawings, first into three-
dimensional models, then
into finished buildings of
titanium and glass, concrete
and steel, wood and stone.
Catamount Arts, St.
Johnsbury.

12 Nobby Reed, Middle Earth
Music, Bradford.

12&13 Baystock Music
Festivalwith Dr. John, The
Fabulous Thunderbirds,
deSol, Blues Traveler, The
Saw Doctors and more.
Portland, ME. (207) 842-
0800.

13 Jazz on a Sunday
Afternoon, Catamount Arts,
St. Johnsbury. 

16 Guster with Ray
Lamontagne, Champlain
Valley Exposition, Essex.

18 Bill Morrissey, Middle
Earth Music, Bradford.

18-24 Russian Dolls (2005,
France) [R] Director: Cédric
Klapisch. Sequel to
Klapisch’s 2002 megahit
L’Auberge Espagnole,
Russian Dolls is a charming
French waltz through the
mysteries of love. The cen-

tral character, Xavier,
dreams of writing a novel
but makes a living churning
out scripts for television
soaps and lets the notion of
the perfect woman cloud
every relationship offered
him.  Catamount Arts, St.
Johnsbury. 

19 Jeremy Lyons, Middle Earth
Music, Bradford.

25 Session Americana, Middle
Earth Music, Bradford.

25-31 The Road to
Guantanamo (2006,
England) [R[  Director:
Michael Winterbottom. A
searing portrait of the US
prison camp in Cuba, the
film uses interviews and re-
enactments to tell the true
story of four British
Muslims who were captured
by the Northern Alliance
and handed over to the US
government, flown to the
prison camp in Cuba and
never charged but held for
two years. Catamount Arts,
St. Johnsbury.

26 Keith Urban with Little Big
Town, Champlain Valley
Exposition, Essex.

26 Hunger Mountain Boys,
Middle Earth Music,
Bradford.

28 Jesse McCartney and Teddy
Geiger, , Champlain Valley
Exposition, Essex.

tthhee AARRTTSSaarroouunndd

“We Get The Point! Do You?”            95.7 

A Sonnet on My Birthday

Oh, the rage I felt when I was young
To see a codger sporting by in Jaguar
XK120 or other sexy open car,
With blowing hair and long, lascivious tongue.
Some innate male thing I guess made me
Upset to see that ancient cruising chicks, 
Immoral - yes, illegal too - to steal 
The nubile gals from spot-faced guys like me!

But now today I’m turning 65.
The top’s down, and all’s well with the world
As I drive my bright red, paid-for Sunbird
Down country lane where nature’s sounds survive.
The utter joy I feel with wind through hair!  
This codger’s cruisin’ on without a care!

Robert Swartz

Seduction By An
Automobile

When he bought “The Car”
I thought he’d lost his mind.
And maybe he had,
At least the one I knew!

Mid-life will do that to a man,
Or so they say.
My experience is, thankfully,
limited,

And so I went on strike!

“What?  Ride in that tin can?
No way, it’s so embarrassing,
I know what folks will say,
‘There goes another idiot 
experiencing senescence.’”

But after all my older female
friends

Had raved, nay gloated,
Driving through the town beside
MY man,
I changed my mind.

Now when I am driving up the
Interstate

With wind in my hair (white of
course),

The Asplundh men, in orange
trucks,

Joyfully toot their horns at me!

Isobel P. Swartz

The Gleaner

I want it so much when 
I see it out there

Little red berry, so prized
and so rare.

My footsteps unsettled by a
logger’s debris,

Will this temptation extract
a crippling fee?

Through tangle and pricker
onward I thrust

Toward on bright berry -
get I must

Joy Kauper

Almost Generous

I bought these shoes
for a funeral she said
and it sounded so casual
the shoes 
instantly too black
I wore them only once
she says
as if to convince me
of their worth
She blows the dust
off the top
They’re yours if you like.

Paula LaRochelle
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Everyone LovesEveryone Loves
a Parade a Parade 
and the  and the  
4th of July 4th of July 

in in 
North DanvilleNorth Danville

The kids’ parade always leads off with bicycles, wagons, tractors, costumes and just plain signs, but who can forget their kids’ first parade through the village of North Danville?

Calkins cousins Lyndsay and Abbie set a tough pace for the road race.

How sweet it is to enter the pie-eating contest and know you’ve won.

The Danville High Scool marching band directed by Matt Clancy led the way, and all kinds of patriotic celebrants tried to march in step. 

North Star Photos By: Jim Ashley
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FFiinn ee   AApp pp aa rr ee ll      HHoo mm ee
DDee cc oo rr

Located across from the Danville Green

Tuesday-Friday 10 - 5:30
Saturday 10 - 4

Closed Sunday & Monday

(802) 684-3305
15 Hill Street

..   

Appalachian Supply Inc.
Wholesale - Retail

Plumbing, Heating & Electrical Supplies

4581 Memorial Drive
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
(802) 748-4513

Rte. 302
Littleton, NH 03561
(603) 444-6336

The Charity of Business, the
Business of Charity”

Bill Gates recently announced
his inclination to spend

more time giving away his
money than making it. In this he
follows a long line of capitalists
and entrepreneurs who have cre-
ated some of capitalism’s great-
est success stories and then
endowed America with many of
its greatest artistic, cultural, edu-
cational and scientific institu-
tions: from Carnegie Hall
(Andrew Carnegie) to Brown
University (Nicholas Brown) to
our own St. Johnsbury
Athenaeum, Academy, and the
Fairbanks Museum, all given by
the Fairbanks family.

Gates’ career, and this most
recent choice, parallels none
more closely than that of John D.
Rockefeller, the founder of
Standard Oil, now Exxon Mobil.
Like Rockefeller, Gates created a
fortune by seeing the potential of
a new product and making it use-
ful and affordable to the masses.
Like Rockefeller, Gates acquired
a reputation for being a ruthless
business competitor, the preemi-
nent capitalist of his day. Like
Rockefeller, Gates, now in his
50’s, prefers to focus his entre-
preneurial energies on charity.

John D. Rockefeller’s prod-
uct was oil, although when oil
was first discovered in the U.S.
in 1859, it was not the universal
fuel so demanded today. At that
time its value was as kerosene,
providing affordable light.
Rather than get into the risky,
and expensive, business of
drilling for oil, Rockefeller built
refineries and pipelines. He
made crude oil useful to the
masses, and he created a trans-
portation infrastructure to deliver
it to them. Kerosene was rela-
tively cheap, but Rockefeller
made a fortune on the volume
sold through mass distribution,
and as more uses for oil were
developed, that distribution sys-
tem gave Rockefeller a powerful
competitive advantage in a grow-
ing industry.

Bill Gates’ product was the
operating system for computers.
Just as refining makes crude oil
useful, the operating system
makes the computer useful for
the masses. Gates, rather than get
into the riskier and more compet-
itive (at the time) business of
designing the hardware, or the
computer itself, he marketed the
operating system. He made his
operating system inexpensive, he
actually gave it away at first, to
achieve mass distribution and to

create the industry standard,
which gave him a dominant mar-
ket share and then tremendous
leverage in the growing industry.

Rockefeller retired from
business in his 50’s, and used
what he had learned about effec-
tive corporate structure to mass
produce philanthropy, to make it
more efficient on a larger scale.
His interests focused on educa-
tion (endowing the University of
Chicago, Spelman College,
Rockefeller University, and oth-
ers) and health care, helping to
eradicate yellow fever, rickets
and hookworm, among others.
He created the Rockefeller
Foundation, so that his work
would continue in perpetuity.
While he was not the first
wealthy American entrepreneur
to give, the size of his gifts and
his application of corporate man-
agement models made him an
innovative entrepreneur of mod-
ern philanthropy.

In his day, Rockefeller was
criticized as being the embodi-
ment of the dark side of capital-

ism, accused of suppressing
competition while amassing
obscene wealth, but he started
giving his money away long
before the Federal tax laws made
it advantageous to do so. He
expressed a sense of public stew-
ardship for his wealth, that he
was not so much its owner but its
caretaker. He saw little philo-
sophical difference between cre-
ating wealth and caring for it: a
devout man, he believed that he
did God’s work by giving
Americans kerosene, corporate
jobs and stock dividends, just as
he did by creating universities,
hospitals and research centers. 

Gates has long been criti-
cized for the ruthlessness of
Microsoft’s tactics in stifling
competition and for amassing his
own outsized fortune. His chari-
table activities will be enormous;
the Gates Foundation will soon
have assets of about $60 billion,
or about 12.5% of the total assets
that are charitably directed (con-
trolled by foundations) in the
United States.

Historically, we have always
had an uneasy relationship with

the success of capitalism. We are
skeptical that extraordinary gains
can be anything but ill-gotten.
We worry that corporate behe-
moths, with dubious motives,
may play too big a role in our
economic lives. Should we
worry that any one foundation
controls so much of our charita-
ble resources, and has so much
say in how they are directed?

Let us hope that Gates, like
Rockefeller before him, will not
only persist in his charitable
endeavors, but that, like
Rockefeller, his demonstrated
entrepreneurial talents evolve
philanthropy to the next, more
innovative, efficient and effec-
tive level. Let us hope that our
long tradition of capitalists-
turned-philanthropists continues.

Rachel S. Siegel, CFA, con-
sults on investment portfolio per-
formance and strategy, and on
accounting and tax dilemmas.
She has an MBA from Yale
University; she is a Professor in
the Business Administration
Department at Lyndon State
College.

Follow the Money
by Rachel Siegel$

RRoocckkeeffeelllleerr
eexxpprreesssseedd  aa  sseennssee
ooff  ppuubblliicc  sstteewwaarrdd--
sshhiipp  ffoorr  hhiiss  wweeaalltthh,,
tthhaatt  hhee  wwaass  nnoott  ssoo
mmuucchh  iittss  oowwnneerr  bbuutt
iittss  ccaarreettaakkeerr..

The Cobleigh Public Library
in Lyndonville is accepting dona-
tions of clean, used books for its
annual book sale at the town
offices in October. The sale is put
on by Friends of the Library.  

Please call (802) 626-5475 or
bring donations to the Library.

We do not accept Reader’s
Digest condensed books, text
books or encyclopedia sets more
than 10 years old.  Some newer
donated books will be added to
the Library’s collection.  This is a
great way to share materials with
your community and for the
Library and the bookmobile to
raise additional funds!  We
appreciate your help. 

For further information
please contact Cindy Karasinski
at (802) 626-5475.

Wanted – Book Donations!
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3rd Annual Rubber Ducky Derby 
Saturday, October 7 at 11 a.m.  

at Ben Thresher’s Mill in Barnet, VT
$5  Put Your Money on a Duck to Swim for You  $5

Name:
Address:
Phone:
Amount Enclosed:

Mill and
Blacksmith
Shop

Tours Every
Weekend 
11-3

You may pre-buy duck numbers at $5 each, by filling out this form
and mailing to: 

Ben’s Mill Trust LTD, PO Box 50, Barnet VT 05821

To Benefit Ben’s Mill Trust

PPrriizzeess

www.bensmill.com

Route 5 � Broad Street, Lyndonville, VT 05851
(802) 626-5996 or (800) 439-5996

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9-5 � Sat 9-3 � Closed Sunday

Save
35% to 60%
Off Retail

Lyndon Furniture
Factory Seconds
Over 100 Tables

and Over
200 Chairs
Available

� Lyndon Furniture - Solid cherry, maple, oak 
and walnut. Custom sizes and designs available.

� Clayton-Marcus Sofas, love seats & Reclining Chairs
� Lane Reclining chairs, sofas & love seats
� Simmons Beautyrest Mattresses & box springs
� Tempur-pedic Swedish Mattresses & pillows
� Hubbardton-Forge, Vermont-made wrought iron lamps
� Ridgeway Grandfather floor clocks
� Area rugs - 50% Off selected area rugs

Vermont Made

Stahler Furniture

LISTEN TO JOSH THOMAS 
WEEKDAYS FROM 6:00 - 9:00 A.M. 

AND HEAR GREAT MUSIC, 
LOCAL NEWS, SPORTS AND 

TONS OF CHANCES TO WIN PRIZES.

Perennial Pleasures
Nursery & Tea Garden

Flowers, Herbs & Shrubs

English Cream Teas
Treat yourself and your guests to tea served
in a beautiful display garden or greenhouse.  

Fresh baked scones and delicious cakes.
Teas served 12 - 4 p.m.  Reservations suggested.  

OPEN 10-5  TUES. - SUN. � EAST HARDWICK  VT � 472-5104

“Your Clear Choice in Auto Glass Replacement”

Windshield World
“We Come to You”
�FREE COURTESY CAR OR MOBILE SERVICE
�INSURANCE APPROVED FOR DIRECT BILLING
�WRITTEN WARRANTY
�ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT SAFETY GLASS
�LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
BBAARRRREE  447799--00666666
HHAARRDDWWIICCKK  447722--55555544
WWHHIITTEE  RRIIVVEERR  JJCCTT..  229955--99990033
NNEEWWPPOORRTT  333344--11334488
GGOORRHHAAMM,,  NNHH  775522--11441144

DIAL TOLL FREE

880000--663399--00666666
“PROMPT FRIENDLY SERVICE”

ST. JOHNSBURY
371 Memorial Drive � 774488--33331100

JO-ANN SHERRER REED

“The hand that reached out to
me in fifth grade is still there.”

— Susan Allen Toth

Picture this: Eleven 50-some-
thing women gathered around a
dining room table. Conservative,
liberal, married, not married,
widowed, working, retired; all
joking, poking and periodically
asking, “Is it hot in here, or is it
just me?” The common denomi-
nator? Only the coolest thing of
all. 

Childhood. Our own.

From elementary school
through junior high until our
1970 graduation from St.
Johnsbury Academy, we played
in each other’s yards and stayed
by each other’s side. Put us all
together and the memories swirl
like pink cotton candy at the
Kiwanis Carnival ‘67.

But, we go back even further
than that. Weaned on Captain
Kangaroo, by the time we’d
stompered and bompered Our
way through the Romper Room
School, we could A -B-C you ‘til
the cows came home.

In 1963, after a raucous
recess playing kick ball (in dress-
es, thank you very much) we
careened back into class only to
be told that we’d be going home
early that day. President
Kennedy had been killed. Fast
forward six years and we’re
together again, with boys, at
Suzy’s house on School Street
witnessing that one small step for
man, one giant step for mankind.
And then, we stacked up the 45s,
turned on the record player and
rocked and rolled the night away
to the music of the Association,

Beach Boys and Diana Ross and
the Supremes.

And in June of 1970, we
graduated.

We kept in touch during col-
lege, marriage, births and deaths,
and we saw each other for sure
every five years at our high
school reunion. But since 2002,
that first weekend in June has
become sacrosanct. 

We gather together in
Colchester from Vermont,
Massachusetts and sometimes
from as far away as North
Carolina and Washington for
food, fun and menopausal dos
and don’ts. No boys are allowed.
We entertain ourselves well, but
there have been some tense
moments, too, especially this
year during — The Test.

You can’t delve into the
deepest recesses of your mind
when just anyone asks you a
question. You might even have
forgotten you have deep recesses
in your mind. But, when an old
friend asks you just who sang
and danced to “Indian Braves
and Pilgrims” in the third grade
play, well, you better put your
thinking cap on.

What was Vicki’s dog’s
name? (Sooty)

Who broke his leg right

before graduation? (Turk)
What did Kathy’s mother call

soda? (Tonic)
What color was Susan’s

refrigerator? (It was black! The
first one in town.)

Tough stuff, and it didn’t stop
there. We resurrected tales of
first love, first heartache and the
year we absolutely had to wear
granny gowns to the school
dance. Faster than you could say
Ba Ba Ba Ba Barbara Anne, we
covered it all, from Firebirds to
Fosamax.

On this one special weekend
a year, we cackle, crow, and we
knock ourselves out on the col-
lective minutiae of our Vermont
childhood 50+ years ago. How
lucky we were. How lucky we
are.

“Cherish is the word …”

Childhood - The Coolest
Common Denominator of All

Three outstanding authors who explore New England history will
give public talks in St. Johnsbury this summer and fall, in a series
crafted by the St. Johnsbury Historical Society.

On July 27 Amy Belding Brown, author of Mr. Emerson’s Wife,
opened the series introducing her book and her work with the lives of
American Transcendentalists, especially Ralph Emerson and Henry
David Thoreau. 

Katherine Towler, whose Snow Island and Evening Ferrymake up
two parts of a World War II fiction trilogy, brings her writing and
research to her talk at the St. Johnsbury Athenaeum on Thursday,
August 17, at 7:00 p.m.

The third author, Nat Tripp, has published a memoir of the
Vietnam War and the death of his own father, a children’s picture book
and written for public television. His talk on Thursday September 21,
at the former St. Johnsbury Railroad Depot (the location of the
Northeast Kingdom Chamber of Commerce), is “On the Train: St.
Johnsbury and the Railroad, Then and Now.”

Each of the three authors has strong connections to the area. Amy
Belding Brown, married to a United Church of Christ minister and
working in Concord, MA, is the daughter of Elinor Belding of St.
Johnsbury and the late Robert French Belding, assistant headmaster at
St. Johnsbury Academy.

Katherine Towler, lives with her husband in Portsmouth, NH.
They have a camp on Lake Willoughby. Her master’s degree in
English literature is from Middlebury. 

Nat Tripp is a long-time railroad buff and a producer of public tel-
evision programming. He is married to author Reeve Lindbergh. They
live in Barnet.

All three of these events are free and open to the public. Shara
McCaffrey, president of the St. Johnsbury Historical Society, hopes
the events will bring fresh knowledge and enthusiasm to those who
enjoy history. Donations to support the events are gladly accepted. For
information call (802) 748-8291.

Speaker Series Presented
by St. Johnsbury Historical
Society

There’s a lot of 
knowledge in universties.
The freshmen bring a

little in. 
The seniors don’t take

much away. 
So knowledge sort of 

accumulates.

-  A. Lawrence Lowell
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Photo By: North Star Monthly
On the evening of July 12, the Walden Home Demonstration Group celebrated its 60th anniversary. Gathered at the Danville Inn for the occasion were Front: (L-R) Alice Blair (one of the early Caledonia County Extension Service Home Demonstration Agents to meet with the group), Anne Greaves, Ruth Smith, Betty Hatch (the only president the group has ever had),
Elsie Cahoon, Francese Cochran, Gertrude Hale and Margaret Brown. Rear: Erlene Loura, Carol Entriken, Kay Fay, Alberta Cochran, Robbie Hammond, Linda Brennan, Pat Ainsworth, Marie Batchelder, Hazel Greaves, Joanne Foster, Diane Cochran and Ann Cochran. According to Ann Cochran the oldest member attending was Margaret Brown. The youngest was
Kay Fay, and the one who travelled the farthest was Ruth Smith from California. The group supports many community organizations and continues to meet on the first Wednesday of every month. The Home Demonstration Group is responsible for organizing the fall foliage festival in Walden. It makes generous donations to the town library for books and provides scholar-
ships for Conservation Camps. Ann Cochran is sure to clarify that the Home Demonstration Group does not do the hot dish suppers or the annual Game Supper at the Walden Church, but she says, “It’s all the same people.”

�� Painting & Staining 
�� Interior & Exterior
�� Power Washing   
�� Sheet Rock Repair
�� Quality Work 
�� Free Estimates 
�� Fully Insured 

Doug Winseck   (802) 626-4071  East Burke

BERKSHIRE BERKSHIRE 
PAINTING CORPORATIONPAINTING CORPORATION

We make wall lights, ceiling lights, table & standing lamps
and outdoor lighting. Custom shades and a large selection of

glass shades. We rewire, restore, polish, patina
and do lighting decorating & consulting.

Residential or commercial.
SSeeee  uuss  bbyy  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  oorr  bbyy  cchhaannccee..

2 miles north of West Burke off Route 5, Sutton, VT
wwwwww..hhiigghhbbeeaammss..ccoomm

CUSTOM BRASS & COPPER
LIGHTING

Lighting Showroom
880022..446677..33994433
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On the evening of July 12, the Walden Home Demonstration Group celebrated its 60th anniversary. Gathered at the Danville Inn for the occasion were Front: (L-R) Alice Blair (one of the early Caledonia County Extension Service Home Demonstration Agents to meet with the group), Anne Greaves, Ruth Smith, Betty Hatch (the only president the group has ever had),
Elsie Cahoon, Francese Cochran, Gertrude Hale and Margaret Brown. Rear: Erlene Loura, Carol Entriken, Kay Fay, Alberta Cochran, Robbie Hammond, Linda Brennan, Pat Ainsworth, Marie Batchelder, Hazel Greaves, Joanne Foster, Diane Cochran and Ann Cochran. According to Ann Cochran the oldest member attending was Margaret Brown. The youngest was
Kay Fay, and the one who travelled the farthest was Ruth Smith from California. The group supports many community organizations and continues to meet on the first Wednesday of every month. The Home Demonstration Group is responsible for organizing the fall foliage festival in Walden. It makes generous donations to the town library for books and provides scholar-
ships for Conservation Camps. Ann Cochran is sure to clarify that the Home Demonstration Group does not do the hot dish suppers or the annual Game Supper at the Walden Church, but she says, “It’s all the same people.”

When you think insurance...

663 Old Center Road, St. Johnsbury, Vermont 05819
(802) 748-8797    Fax (802) 748-8609

I wish I could play 
the piano.

Call: Winona Gadapee
(802) 684-3321

$8/half-hour lesson.

Danville Restaurant & Inn
Casual Dining � Lodging � Fully Licensed

FRIDAY NIGHT SPECIAL
Chicken Pie Buffet  $8.95

SATURDAY NIGHT BUFFET:  $10.95 
Breakfast: Tuesday - Saturday  7:00 - 11:00 a.m.
Lunch: Tuesday - Friday  11:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Dinner Reservations are a must.

Main Street, Danville VT
(802) 684-3484
Steve A. Cobb, owner
Justice of  the Peace & Notary Public
Weddings/Civil Unions
By appointment or by chance
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Barnet
Town Clerk: William Hoar
Selectboard: Ted Faris, Stanley Robinson
and Gary Bunnell

June 26, 2006
Comerford Dam Road Bridge –
Board discussed bids for repairs to
Comerford Dam Road bridge in East
Barnet Village: R.C. Contractors – total
bid $234,300; deck repairs only-
$120,800;  Hansen Construction - total
bid $266,020; deck repairs only-
$136,020. Board voted to do just deck
repairs this year and undertake painting
in 2007 and award contract to R.C.
Contractors. Board will amend grant
agreement with the state to show the
change.
Harvey's Lake Dam –  Board discussed
request for engineering assistance for
improvements at Harvey’s Lake dam to
include work on hydraulics, hydrology
study and permits. Board voted to adver-
tise for bids to be due by August 11.
Blaine Drive –  After review of petition
from property owners on Blaine Drive,
the access road to Roy’s Campground,
Board agreed that unless it amends the
speed limit ordinance any posted
changes lower than 35 mph are unen-
forceable. Board was not in favor of
making changes but suggested lower
limit signs could be posted anyway.
Passumpsic Village Store – Board
reviewed report of water sampling tests

at site of former Passumpsic Village
Store. Several petroleum compounds
continue to exceed Vermont ground
water standards.  There is no change in
plume size or distribution of contami-
nants in or near area across Route 5.  
Health Officer –  Board reappointed Ted
Faris as town health officer.
Highway Access Permit –
After discussion Board approved access
permit for Timothy McGee on Brook
Hill Road.
Overweight Permit – Board approved
overweight permit for Connecticut
Valley Trucking.

July 10, 2006
CALEX Ambulance Service – Jay
Wood and Celina Wright met with Board
and reviewed strategic planning for
emergency ambulance services. 
Tax Rates – Board approved 2006 tax
rates of $2.2533 (homestead rate) and
2.2513 (nonresident rate). Last year rates
were $2.0752 and 2.1035.
Reappraisal Agreement – Board
reviewed proposal from Automated
Property Assessment Services for a reap-
praisal of property starting in July of
2007 to be completed in June of 2008 for
$64,000. Work will involve updating all
properties and detailed inspection of all
buildings constructed since 2001 reap-
praisal.  Board approved agreement.
Town Garage Groundwater – Board
reviewed groundwater monitoring report
for conditions at town garage.  Report

recommends continued annual sampling.
Clara Brock Cottage – Board will visit
Clara Brock cottage at Harvey’s Lake
beach area to inspect its condition.

July 24, 2006
Harvey’s Lake Dam –  Board discussed
proposed work at Harvey’s Lake Dam
with engineers from DuBois & King. 
East Barnet Bridge Repairs – Board
met with bridge contractor Royce
Conley, VTrans representative and town
engineer to review recommended addi-
tions to work in progress on East Barnet
Bridge totaling an additional $38,240.
Board agreed to accept recommenda-
tions and have them added to project.
Access Permit – Board approved access
permit for George & Dorene Mears on
Somerhill Road.
Storm Damage –  Board agreed to visit
school property and fire station site to see
tree damage following July 18 wind-
storm.
Personnel –  After executive session to
discuss a personnel issue, no action was
taken.

Cabot
Town Clerk: Chris Kaldor
Selectboard: Larry Gochey, Caleb Pitkin
and Ted Domey

July 5, 2006
Grand List – On recommendation of
listers Board voted to seek a second 30
day extension of deadline for filing 2006
Grand List.
Sewage Permit – Board voted to hold a
public hearing on July 14 to consider
Randy Rouleau’s petition for revocation
of the Cabot sewer ordinance.

Danville
Town Clerk: Virginia Morse
Selectboard: Marion Sevigny, Larry
Gadapee, Rick Sevigny, Marvin Withers
and Michael Walsh

July 6, 2006
Mobil Methadone Clinic – Alan Aiken
provided a tour and description of mobile
methadone clinic van.  Aiken will look
for areas in town to park the vehicle and
report back to Board. 
Insurance – John Blackmore explained
$1,367 increase in town’s insurance as
due to increased building replacement
costs and additional worker’s comp for
additional payroll.  Board accepted poli-
cy as presented, without terrorism cover-
age.
Crosswalk Signs – George Baxter
asked Board to reconsider approving a
permit to allow crosswalk signs in road. 
Road Matters – Harry Gorman request-
ed spreading of chloride in front of his
house on Joe’s Brook Road. Road fore-
man reported work is underway cleaning

ditches and culverts on class 3 roads and
grading as weather permits. Winter sand
has been hauled, firewood cut and trees
cleaned up. Jeremy Withers and Troy
Cochran are certified flaggers. Merton
Leonard has agreed to be in charge of
road crew when foreman is away. 
Town Hall –  Sprinkler system installa-
tion is almost complete. After reviewing
bids for paving parking at town hall lot
Board approved low bid submitted by
Norris Paving of Barton for $6,250.
Pope Library Appropriation – In
response to Pope Library request for ½
its appropriation this summer Board
agreed to wait until November after taxes
are paid.
Employee Compensation – Board dis-
cussed a town employee receiving a pay-
ment in lieu of health insurance. Total
payment is usually made in November. If
employee was to quit Board agreed the
payment would be prorated for months
worked since November.
Road Crew – Board discussed docu-
ment representing new road crew agree-
ment.

July 20, 2006
Town Hall – On recommendation of Jeff
Frampton Board agreed to discuss fur-
ther its decision to paint town hall "off-
white." Frampton suggests white should
be the color. Board will look at paint
chips to determine color it had in mind.
Final inspection of second floor and
sprinkler system is scheduled for August
3.
Planning Commission –Planning com-
mission will advise Board as to progress
with zoning bylaws.
Tax Collection – John Blackmore asked
for clarification on tax collection policy
and presented a letter outlining proce-
dures he has followed. Board agreed pol-
icy is still valid and will follow provi-
sions described for tax sales.
Crosswalk Sign – Board voted to file
application for mobile crosswalk sign in
front of town hall.
Road Work – Road foreman reported
crew is cleaning ditches, grading roads
and that chloride is applied only after
roads are graded. 
Ward Cemetery – CVPS hired a crane
and crew to cut trees at Ward Cemetery.
Road crew chipped brush and hauled off
round wood.
Sugar Ridge – Board noted letter from
district environmental commission indi-
cating that Hillside Avenue and a portion
of Highland Avenue are to be One Way
after last lot is sold in Sugar Ridge. Board
voted to leave roads as they are.
Personnel – Board noted a notice of a
wage dispute filed with Vermont Labor
Relations Board. After executive session
Board voted to accept resignation of
Scott Palmer as second in command of
road crew.
Tax Rate – On recommendation of lis-
ters, Board voted to set tax rate for resi-
dential properties at $1.3872 ($.1606 for
municipal, $.2769 for highway and
$.9497 for school) and $1.4975 for non
residential properties ($.1606 for munic-
ipal, $.2769 for highway and $1.0600 for
school.)
Road Crew Agreement – Board com-
pleted review of road crew agreement
and voted to accept the new procedures

effective September 1.

Lyndon 
Town Clerk - Lisa Barrett
Selectmen: Martha Feltus, Bruce James
and Rob Elmes

July 10, 2006
Highway Report –  At 50% through
year, total budget is 39% expended.
Access Permit – Board approved access
permit for Matthew Fournier onto
Birchwood Terrace.
Gilman Housing Trust – Board
approved a resolution for Gilman
Housing Trust grant programs to com-
bine single-family residence and home
improvement grant programs into a sin-
gle program.
Excess Weight Permit – Board
approved excess weight permit for
Northern Gas Transport.
Perpetual Care Agreement – Board
approved perpetual care agreements for
Bishop/Voller Estate, Jackie Degree and
Helen & Sherb Lang.
Lily Pond Road Bridge – Board
approved application for grant funds for
rehabilitation of deck on Lily Pond Road
Bridge. Project is eligible for 90% fund-
ing up to a total award of $88,000.
Design Review Board and Planning
Commission –  Board is seeking volun-
teers to serve on the design review board
and planning commission.

Peacham 
Town Clerk: Bruce Lafferty
Selectmen: Richard Browne, Tim
McKay and Gary Swenson.

June 7, 2006
Transfer Station –  Board discussed
trash compactor under trial at transfer sta-
tion.  Dick Blair reported unit is working
properly.  Board acknowledged the need
to budget for improvements to construc-
tion dumpster and compactor if it is pur-
chased.
Cemetery Regulations –  Board dis-
cussed cemetery regulations.
Village Plan – Board discussed village
plan and agreed to develop a work plan
for action items and a timeline, for both
short and long term planning.
Tree Board –  Board voted to adopt tree
board charter and appointed Neil
Monteith, David Jacobs and Julie Lang,
chair of tree board.  Cemetery sexton and
administrative assistant will be ex– offi-
cio members of tree board.
Personnel – Board requested that
administrative assistant provide Board
for its review personnel reviews and any
changes in personnel pay rates.  
Speed Limits Signs – McKay present-
ed a map with his recommended loca-
tions for speed limit signs in accordance
with new traffic ordinance.
Bills – Without invoices for review,
Board voted to defer payments until they
were available but authorized Richard
Brown to make payment on Board’s
behalf.
Town Energy Officer – Tim McKay
and David Magnus reported their review
of town buildings and library with Alison
Hollingsworth of Efficiency Vermont
and that there will be recommendations
for energy efficiency forthcoming.
Road Classification –  Board reviewed

What’s Happening at the Town Hall?

ROBERT “BOBBY” CLARK
Caledonia County Ass is tant Judge

�  24 years of  service with the Vermont State Police, 
Patrol Commander - Supervisor.

� 24 years of  training with the State Police in all aspects 
of  the Criminal Justice System.

� Prepared hundreds of  criminal cases for court.
� College degree in Law Enforcement.
� Degree from Vermont State Police Academy.
� Degree from Massachusetts Department of  Corrections

Academy.

Integrity - Dedication - Solid Background

PROVEN WORK ETHIC
It’s  Time for a Change

Primary Election September 12, 2006
Thank You

Paid for by Robert Clark  

Danville
Congregational

Church
United Church of Christ

An Open and Affirming Congregation

Please Join Us
for Worship
at 10:00 a.m.,

and bring your family.

Just north of the Danville Green
on Hill Street

(802) 684-2176  

SSttuuaarrtt  VV..  CCoorrssoo,,  DD..MM..DD..
�������������������������������������������������

G EN ERA L  A N D  FAM I LY  D E N T I S T RY

31 Mountain View Drive
Danville, VT

(802) 684-1133

Thresher Family Photograph
On Friday, May 19, Technical Sergeant Hollis Thresher retired
from the U.S. Air Force. Thresher is a 1986 graduate of
Danville School and served in various locations in the United
States, Iceland, Turkey and at Diego Garcia in the British
Indian Ocean Territory as part of Operation Enduring
Freedom. His primary experience included munitions handling
associated with B-52 aircraft and equipment maintenance.
Above: At a ceremony in Minot, SD, Thresher was joined by
his wife Angela (Broome) and his father, Allen Thresher of
Peacham, who participated in his son’s retirement ceremony.
Hollis and Angela Thresher have relocated to Holland, VT.
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town-wide road classification and voted
to schedule a site visit and hearing to con-
sider re-classification of all or portions of
East Hill Road, Fosters Pond Road,
Gracie Drive, Penny Street, Lamprecht
Lane and Deweysburg Road.
Memorial Day – Board voted to
express appreciation to Mel and Rod
Reis for organization of Memorial Day
celebration.  

June 21, 2006
Old Town Hall –  Board met with Town
Attorney John Marshall and voted to
convey, as agreed, Old Town Office
property to Peacham Community
Housing for one dollar. 
Transfer Station – Board discussed
trash compactor and comparison of costs
with dumpster removal. Board discussed
ways of encouraging recycling, includ-
ing informational handout. Board will
consider building a roof over and
installing concrete pads under dumpster
area in next years budget.  
Cemetery Regulations – Board dis-
cussed cemetery regulations and agreed
to review comments to regulations.
Village Plan –  Board voted to adopt
Peacham Village Work Plan as revised.  
Tree Board – Board appointed Marj
Swenson to tree board.
Village Pathways – Board voted to
establish a Village Plan Pathways
Implementation Committee and appoint-
ed Jeff Berwick and Sharon McDonnell,
chair, to the committee.
Village Plan Funding Committee –
Board appointed Ed Stretch, Charlie
Browne, Gib Parrish and Barry Lawson,
chair to Village Plan Funding
Committee. Tim McKay is ex– officio
member.
Insurance –  Board voted to procure
appropriate insurance for town salt shed
and roller barn.  
Road Relocation –  Board discussed Dr.
Schmidek’s proposal for moving road
away from his house.  Browne directed
administrative assistant to discuss
requirements for open farmland and
other concerns with Dr. Schmidek.
Liquor License – Board approved
liquor license renewal for Peacham
Store.
Personnel – Board discussed personnel
manual.
Budget Review –  Board asked town
treasurer to collect information from
town groups and organizations for
upcoming budget review.

July 5, 2006
Transfer Station – Board discussed
operations at transfer station. McKay
spoke with waste management represen-
tative about providing signs for com-
pactor. Board discussed compactor odor.
New shed will be painted.
Cemetery Regulations – Board dis-
cussed cemetery regulations.
Bayley Hazen Road – Phil Jejer report-
ed filling sink hole on Bayley Hazen
Road in the village. Future work has
been previously discussed.
Better Back Roads – Jejer a Better
Back Roads grant will help in planning
for road projects, problem areas and
budgeting.
Town Garage –  Major repairs to back
wall of town garage are partially com-

plete. Chimney and siding were replaced.
Access Permits – Board discussed
access permits for loggers.
Village Plan –  Board discussed Village
Plan, particularly Main Street and
Peacham village intersection. No plan
was approved. Public will be kept
informed of future planning.
Community Forum – Community
Forum invited Board to attend an infor-
mal meeting with the group. Date will be
determined in near future.
Fire Station – Board approved payment
of $18,333 in principal and $3,109.67 in
interest for fire station loan of $73,334.
Legal and Personnel Matters – After
executive session, no action was taken.
Board did vote to refer certain correspon-
dence from Mark Moore and Karen
Stawiecki be referred to town counsel.
Auditors – Board discussed town audi-
tor training and request from auditors for
$500 for CPA training in accrual
accounting. Board suggested auditors
consult VLCT about specific needs.
Peacham Village Road
Reconstruction –  Kathy Schauer dis-
cussed concerns about reconstruction of
Bayley Hazen Road in village including
protection of historical homes. Board
agreed to forward Schauer’s suggestion
to legal counsel.
Budget Planning – Board discussed
budget planning and asked that proposals
from all town organizations be reported
by August 1, 2006. Board asked to have
a year-to-date funds balance at next
meeting.
Town Septic Lines – Board requested
map of town septic lines.
Policy Review – Board discussed policy
for snowmobiles and liability insurance.
Traffic Ordinance –  Board discussed
traffic ordinance and asked administra-
tive assistant to post speed limit signs at
his convenience.
Cemetery Deed – Board signed ceme-
tery deed for Corinne Atkinson.

St. Johnsbury
Town Manager: Michael Welch
Town Clerk: Sandy Grenier
Selectboard: Dale Urie, Bryon Quatrini,
Dale Urie, Reg Wakeham, Gary Reis and
Jerry Rowe. 

June 26, 2006
Property Tax Due Date – On recom-
mendation of Sandy Grenier, Board
voted to set November 17, 2006 as tax
due date.
Delinquent Taxes –  Town clerk report-
ed on delinquent taxes due. Total for all
previous years is $102,092.70.
$11,057.21 are in bankruptcy, and
$14,364.72 are represented by good par-
tial payment agreements. Balance of
$76,670.77 remains due and payable
with no good agreement.  Board dis-
cussed existing tax collection policy and
will review possible changes at next
meeting. 
Pandemic Flu Presentation – Board
met with representatives of state depart-
ment of health, emergency management
and NVRH and reviewed preparation for
response to an epidemic or outbreak of
pandemic disease. 
CALEX Board –  Following executive

session, Board appointed Matthew
Choate to CALEX Board. 
Recreation Board – Board appointed
Jim Audette and Leo “Rocky” Lacroix
(alternate) to recreation board.
Subdivision Comments –  Board dis-
cussed comments submitted by town
manager and department heads relative
to North Slope subdivision including per-
formance bond, utilities, roadways, side-
walks and street lighting.
Street Lights –  After discussion, Board
agreed to request that CVPS convert the
current mercury vapor street lights to
high pressure sodium.
Passumpsic River –  Town manager
reported State approved St. Johnsbury
Rotary Club Passumpsic River Clean-up
Project as an allowable supplemental
environmental project but did not
approve installation of flood monitoring
equipment in St. Johnsbury Center. 
Safety Policy –  After presentation by
town manager Board approved draft
safety policy.
Summerworks – Board approved clos-
ing of Maple Street for Ping Pong Grand
Prix on July 8.
Fire Station Site –Board agreed to have
David Brown review proposed fire sta-
tion sites and develop comparisons for
Board’s consideration.
Industrial Park Board – Board
appointed Reg Wakeham to a two-year
term on St. Johnsbury-Lyndon Industrial
Park Board.
Ride-to-Work – Board voted to partici-
pate in the Ride your Motorcycle,
Scooter to Work program.
Water Filtration Plant Inspection –
Board agreed to schedule an inspection
of water filtration plant.
Railroad Tie Clean-Up – Board noted
progress in cleaning up old railroad ties
from the Lamoille Valley Railroad line.
Bike Signs – Board noted Bike Route
signs are up on Portland Street.

July 17, 2006
Water Plant –  Dan Gray, chief operator
of water filtration plant, provided a tour
of town filtration system. 
Delinquent Tax Policy –
Town manager referred to a copy of
existing delinquent tax policy and after
brief discussion Board agreed to elimi-
nate a section on small claims and
enforce revised and otherwise existing
policy.
Solid Waste Update – Priscilla Messier
described town’s encouragement of pri-
vate property clean-up, including 28 let-
ters to property owners and help with
volunteers and costs of waste disposal.
Messier is working with some property
owners on junk car removal, and,
although some oppose town helping peo-
ple in any manner of clean-up, Board

agreed to continue. 
Town Plan Award –  St. Johnsbury
Town Plan, “Avenue to the Future,” has
been selected by Vermont Planners
Association as Vermont Plan of the Year
and is being sent on for consideration in
a New England regional competition. 
Downtown Parking – Mark
Desrochers, Linda Fogg and Roger
Damon from St. Johnsbury Works
offered recommendations for downtown
parking including considerations for
parking regulations, fees and fines. They
urged town to turn parking program
around so that revenues meet expenses.
Recommendations include maintaining
parking meters with increased rates and
increasing fees for permits. Once the
parking lot loan is paid, surplus revenues
should be used for downtown parking
and pedestrian improvements.
Committee suggested downtown
improvement district commission might
be the appropriate body to oversee park-
ing issues as no single person is current-
ly responsible for management. Board
asked to have recommendations circulat-
ed among merchants and downtown
property owners for feedback.
New Boston Road – Marcel Dionne
requested various improvements to New
Boston Road including 1½ mile of
paving, centerline painting, better traffic
control signs, heavy truck traffic restric-
tions and speed enforcement. Several
neighbors expressed similar concerns.
Mike Welch indicated that with 50 miles
of gravel road and 50 miles of paved road
to maintain, the New Boston Road is not
of high priority for paving. Board will
investigate the safety concerns before the
next meeting. 
Railroad Street Trees – Town manager
provided an estimate for pruning and
cabling of three trees located just outside
town right of way on Railroad Street at
Highland Travel. Board voted to obtain
at least one more quote, and pay up to
50% of cost of pruning and cabling for
these trees.
Combined Sewer Overflow
Monitoring –  Mike Welch presented
proposal for monitoring current CSO’s.
The intent of proposal is to provide town
with an evaluation of effectiveness of
CSO construction work to date and
determine where next CSO construction
dollars should be spent to generate the
greatest impact for overflow reduc-
tion/elimination. State officials have
reviewed two-year cost estimate
($109,000) and approved scope of work.
Board agreed to move forward with the
program.
Utility Permit – Board voted to author-
ize a utility pole at Goss Hollow.
Property Complaint – Ed Gallagher Jr.

asked Board to investigate an incident at
his Pearl Street apartment building while
he was away with National Guard. Board
asked police chief to investigate and
report to Board.

Walden
Town Clerk: Lina Smith
Selectboard: David Brown, Perley
Greaves and Douglas Luther

June 27, 2006
Road Improvements – Board agreed to
go ahead with road work on Coles Pond
Road and Ferguson Hill as part of Better
Backroads project. Road foreman will
schedule work after road crew returns
from vacation.
Roadside Mowing –  Perley Greaves
reported he was not able to find a tractor
for rent and offered use of his tractor for
roadside mowing in exchange for six
loads of sand.  Board will consider this at
next meeting.
Dog Complaint – Town clerk reported
a dog complaint. Board directed her to
contact constable. Board discussed bill
sent to dog owner for costs incurred for a
another dog incident.  Bill was mailed,
but it remains unpaid.
Water Test at Church – Diane Cochran
asked if water had been tested at the
church. Doug Luther explained that due
to heavy rains test was postponed.

July 11, 2006
Culvert Repair –  Joe Engel requested
town assistance to repair or replace a cul-
vert at the end of Eastern Avenue. Board
agreed to talk with road foreman about
helping with repair when road crew is in
the area and the possibility of replacing
the 15 “ culvert with one in stock.  Perley
Greaves relayed resident’s request for
reimbursement for property damage
from a culvert on railroad bed on VT
215. Board agreed this was not town’s
responsibility.
Road Work – Board discussed work on
Ferguson and Houston Hill and voted, if
work is not finished as planned in July, to
authorize road foreman to rent Doug
Luther’s excavator during week of
August 6 in addition to excavator rented
for the work.
Perley Greaves Equipment –
After discussion Board voted to give
Perley Greaves six loads of winter sand
in exchange for use of his tractor to do
roadside mowing.
Church Water Supply – Perley
Greaves reported that he contacted Mike
Southworth to examine church spring
and water supply located on Southworth
property.  
Fuel Costs –  Dave Brown reported he
has contacted school board and suggest-

Excerpts from Selectboard Minutes from Area Towns
See your Town Clerk for complete minutes of the meetings
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Dussault’s
Heating

Sales
Service
Installation
�Thermo Pride Furnaces
�Peerless Boilers

Box 301
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

(802) 748-4945
24 hour service

198 Eastern Avenue � St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
(802) 748-4852 / (800) 838-4327
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Call for Free Hearing Screening
* Details of the clinical studies available on request. Individual results may vary.

Sandra A. Day, BC-HIS

“I may not be a diva ...
but I do wear one on TV.”

“I firmly believe in the
Widex product. Dont’t
settle for anything less. I
don’t.”
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$150         $250

$225         $375
$275         $375
$350         $575

* 2 adults and 2 children  
Other restrictions apply.
Inquire about membership for couples.  

Call for details
Residential � Commercial

Providing all aspects of electrical work including
excavation for underground wiring and services.

Insured and licensed in 
Vermont and New Hampshire.

For prompt professional service call:

Matt Pettigrew (802) 751-8201
Danville, Vermont
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Ken & Cheryl Mundinger
451 Peacham Road, Danville, VT  05828
(802) 684-2569         KKM4807@aol.com

MICHAEL K. WALSH & SON, Builders
New Construction � Remodeling � Renovations

Finish Work � Decks �Wallpapering � etc.
� Call Now for Summer & Fall Projects

Solid reputation of  quality workmanship,
reasonable rates and dependability

Over 25 years of  experience     (802) 684-3977 Danville, VT

17 EASTERN AVENUE, ST. JOHNSBURY, VT  748-2933  VISA/MC/AMX

Summer
Clearance
up to 75% off

SA
LE

CLOTHING � JEWELRY � GIFTS

LOIS FIELD WHITE 

Years ago ladies in long white
gowns and wide brimmed hats,
gentlemen in summer suits and
straw hats and their fascinated chil-
dren all gathered outdoors to play
croquet. The game of croquet was
a summer pastime in Vermont,
genteel enough that women and
girls could join in the play (unlike
baseball and other more “manly”
sports). 

A croquet set, consisting of
either four or eight varnished and

brightly-striped maple mallets and
balls, two stakes and nine sturdy
wire wickets, all in a wooden box
or rack, could be purchased for a
few dollars. Junior sets were avail-
able for less. 

Croquet sets were sold in mail-
order catalogs and stores and
included pamphlets describ-
ing rules of the game.

Officially an area 72-feet long
and 36-feet wide was established
on a fairly level part of lawn. Two
stakes were set into the ground,
one at each end of the “court,” and

wickets were set in a specific pat-
tern. Players, sometimes in teams,
sometimes alone, alternated
smacking their individual balls
through the wickets in a prescribed
path while trying at the same time
to prevent opponents from pro-
ceeding through the course.

CROQUET-Rules and Regula-
tions with Instructions, a 16-page
booklet, set forth the rules, the pat-
tern for placement of the wickets
and directions in which the balls
were to be struck. The pamphlet
included hints for play and subtle
suggestions for strategy, including:
“when two or more balls are in
friendly proximity, rush down and
break up their union at all hazards,
for such a gathering always
denotes mischief ahead.”

Croquet originated in ancient
Gaul, where the game was known
as jeu de mail. It was played in
long promenades, or mails, adjoin-
ing large towns. The game emi-
grated to England during the
Restoration and the reign of
Charles II. There it was played on
the long avenue in front of
Buckingham Palace known as “the
mall.” 

Side avenues beside the
Boston Common, also called
malls, derived their names from
croquet. The game eventually
made its way to the United States

and grew popular in the 1880’s and
became “the rage” by the early
1900’s.

But where were croquet sets
made? One needed only hitch up
the horse or crank up the automo-
bile and take a drive (or the train)
to the Roy Brothers Croquet
Factory in East Barnet or Inwood.

The Passumpsic River meets
the Connecticut River just below
the Comerford Dam at the foot of
what was known as Fifteen-Mile
Falls. The village there was first
called Stevens Lower Falls, then
McLeran’s, then Norrisville and
finally East Barnet. The railroad
station was called Inwood
(because the Roy Brothers compa-
ny worked “in wood”) to differen-
tiate it from the other depots in
Barnet.

By 1923 a mill privilege had
been in constant use there for more
than a century. Records show the
dam was established between 1800
and 1810. Several millers owned
and used the site. Properties on
either side of the river went
through various owners, and the
Norrisville Manufacturing
Company deeded property on the
east side to Alexander Roy and
Alexander Moore in 1881. In 1889
they deeded the property to broth-
ers John G. and Elmer E. Roy. The
Roy Brothers took over the large

building and continued the bobbin-
making and other wood-turning
work and began manufacturing
croquet sets and an expanded line
of wooden items. Elmer E. Roy
retired in 1918 and sold his interest
to Dan W. Fulford, but the compa-
ny continued operating under the
Roy Brothers’ name. 

By the 1920’s the Roy
Brothers was probably the largest
manufacturer of croquet sets in the
United States, perhaps the world,
employing up to 50 workers in the
factory and more in company-
owned woodlots, which supplied
the factory with raw materials. As
many as 40,000 croquet sets each
year were shipped across the
United States and to Canada and
beyond. Roy Brothers made boxes
and racks for the croquet sets, cat-
tle stanchions, sled runners, rolling
pins, butter-boxes and -prints and
other items. 

The first floor of the building
was probably devoted to the water-
powered machinery: saws, grind-
ing wheels, lathes and other equip-
ment. A large drum in which the
wooden balls were tumbled to
make them smoother was located
in the building. Duncan McLaren
remembers going on a field trip
there with his 4-H group led by
Mae Adams. The balls rattling
inside the drum, he says, “sounded
like thunder.” The mill was noisy. 

In other areas of the factory,
workers cut and twisted wire into
U-shaped forms for the wickets.

Varnishing and painting took
place on the second floor. Women
as well as men were involved in
the task. Assembly of the handles
and mallets, packing the sets into
boxes and racks and storage of the
sets took place on the third floor.
No diagram of the layout of the

East Barnet Was the 
Croquet Capital of the World 

AAss  mmaannyy  aass
4400,,000000  ccrrooqquueett
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ttoo  CCaannaaddaa  aanndd
bbeeyyoonndd..
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Peter Boyle
Optician

Large Selection in Stock
WE HAVE IT ALL

We Carry a 
Full Line of 
Safety Eyeware.

Danville United Methodist Church
“The biggest little church on the Green”

Join us for Pizza 
at the Danville Fair!

August 4 & 5
Sunday Worship

and Fellowship 8:45 a.m.
Sunday School During Worship Service

Rev. Henry E. Cheney
684-3389 office
Need a ride?

Call Steve 684-3484

Closed for vacation
July 30 - August 6

Many Summer Sandals
Still Available at Great Savings!

New Fall Styles
Begin Arriving August 7

418 Railroad Street, Suite 1    St. Johnsbury, VT    

(802) 748-4500

PPeeaacchhaamm,,  VVeerrmmoonntt  0055886622 � ((880022))  559922--33333322
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Located in the Heart of Peacham Village
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Closed Tuesdays

Open for the Season

Closed Mondays during July & August

factory has been found.
In September 1925 the big Roy

Brothers shop was struck by light-
ning and burned. A nearby house
was destroyed by the fire, but the
covered bridge was saved. After
the fire the company built a new L-
shaped mill, where operations con-
tinued and the company prospered
until November 1927 when the
great flood hit Vermont.

The Passumpsic River over-
flowed its banks, and water rushed
through the lower stories of the
factory. Three million feet of lum-
ber stacked on the meadow north
of the village surged down the
river, some lodging against the
railroad bridge. Twenty thousand
feet of lumber continued into the
Connecticut River and washed
ashore on the Gleason meadows
above McIndoe Falls. More lum-
ber drifted on to McIndoe Falls
and the Newbury meadows. There
must have been serious arguments
as to the ownership of that strand-
ed lumber. 

The East Barnet covered high-
way bridge floated over the dam,
and buildings other than the facto-
ry and those owned by Roy
Brothers were heavily damaged.
Raging flood waters pushed
through the lower stories of the
factory destroying machinery, but
after the waters subsided repairs
were made, and the company
resumed production.

In September 1938 disaster
struck the Roy Brothers factory
again. The building burned, and
the company never rebuilt.

Wendell Roy, a long-time mill
worker and the son of John Roy,
began making croquet sets in a
small building near the bridge and
continued doing so through World
War II. 

Joe Capron started work at
Roy Brothers in 1909. He rose to
shop foreman and worked there
until the factory closed after the
fire in 1938. He, his wife and ten
children lived in a house on the
Columbia Stock Farm meadow
just north of East Barnet. Joe was
paid $30 for a 50-hour work week
in 1924, and the $10 a month
house rent was paid to Sam
Richardson, owner of the farm.
Capron’s daughter, Marion Capron
Newman, remembers growing up
there. 

East Barnet was a busy place
and almost like a company town.
There were two general stores, a

post office, the railroad depot from
which the Roy Brothers shipped
their products, a library, a
Congregational Church, which
was filled to overflowing on
Sundays, a two-room schoolhouse
with students from the village and
surrounding areas and a boarding
house owned by Roy Brothers and
occupied by their employees.

The Capron family had a big
garden and sometimes raised a pig,
but the East Barnet stores provided
all their other needs. They burned
pieces of wood from the shop and
used seconds or unsaleable stakes
for firewood. The family never had
a full croquet set, but they often
used rejects and played their own
brand of the game. Marion Capron
Newman says that the kids left the
wickets and stakes up all summer,
and it was a wonderful place to
grow up. She remembers being
rescued from their house by row-
boat during the flood of 1927. 

East Barnet is a quiet place
today with a small hydroelectric
plant on the rebuilt dam that once
furnished power for the factory.
The general stores, the post office,
the covered bridge and the depot
are all gone; there is no school in
the schoolhouse, and only a hand-
ful of families live in the village.
Interstate 91 passes to the west,
and the only traffic on US 5 is
local. Nevertheless croquet lives
on.

Serious croquet is still played
on the lawn of McIndoes Academy

in McIndoe Falls on Route 5 the
first Sunday of every
August. Members of the Barnet
Historical Society set up courts and
provide croquet sets and instruc-
tion. This year the event will be on
August 6 beginning at 1 o’clock.
The public is welcome to come

and watch, to play or to inspect the
vast array of historical materials on
display. You can wear your long
gowns and summer suits if you
like, but come and enjoy the histo-
ry of the croquet. Information is
available from Wendy Fearon at
(802) 633-2891.

Photo and Drawings Courtesy of Dave Warden
The 1927 flood seriously damaged the Roy Brothers factory, but
repairs were made and business continued until a fire destroyed the
building in 1938.



24 The North Star Monthly    August 2006

Danville Community Fair
“I want to see what I used to see

when there were hundreds of exhibits at the Fair”
We are looking for more entries in the Danville Fair

Floral and Crafters Hall 
Ribbons awarded to all entries

CRAFTS:
Exhibits of painting,
knitting,
crocheting,
needlepoint,
photography,
wood products,
pottery,
weaving...

FLORAL:
Flower arrangements,
garden produce,
baked goods,
canned goods...
Exhibits due Friday, August 5
between 4-7 p.m. 

Show us what you can do!                     Youth entries welcome

All About Flowers
All Around Rental
Allen Lumber 
Appalachian Supply Inc.
Artistic Gardens
Caledonian-Record
Calkins Oil & 
Excavating, Inc.

Calkins Portable Toilets, Inc.
Caplan's Army Store
Stuart V. Corso, D.M.D.
Country Styles
Countryside Automotive
Service & Repair
Creamery Restaurant
Danville Animal Hospital
Danville Hardware
Danville Restaurant & Inn
Danville Self Storage
David W. Welch Trucking
Diamond Hill Store
DJ Service, John Rapoza
Gadapee Family Sugarhouse
Gauthier's Pharmacy
Gilmour Ford-Chrysler, Inc.
Good Fellas Restaurant &
Tavern

Great Vermont Corn Maze
Howard's Home & Garden

Image North Photography
Jenks Studio
Joe's Pond Country Store
Laferriere Construction, Inc.
Larrabee's Building Supply
Mayo's Furniture & Floor
Covering

Marty's 1st Stop

Natural Provisions
North Country Vac & Sew
Optical Expressions
Passumpsic Savings Bank
Reid & Balivet, 
Attorneys at Law

Rodd Roofing
Sawyer & Ritchie Insurance
Agency

St. Johnsbury Animal Hospital
Sugar Ridge Campground
The Convenient One
The White Market
The North Star Monthly
Walbridge Welding
Weidmann Electrical
Technology

Wheeler Sports
Tracks of Extinction
Vermont Community Network
Vibe Salon

TThhee  22000066  DDaannvviillllee  SScchhooooll  YYeeaarrbbooookk  SSttaaffff
EExxtteennddss  IIttss  TThhaannkkss  ttoo  TThheessee  BBuussiinneesssseess  ffoorr
TThheeiirr  SSuuppppoorrtt  aanndd  JJooiinnss  TThheemm  iinn  WWiisshhiinngg
OOuurr  CCllaassssmmaatteess  GGoooodd  LLuucckk  iinn  tthhee  FFuuttuurree..

WWEESSTTEERRNN  AAVVEENNUUEE  SSTTAATTIIOONN

“your friendly full service station”

Specializing in
� Exhaust systems

� Brakes
“See Dan

the Muffler Man”
Danny Lapierre,

Mechanic

13 Western Ave. � St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 � ((880022))  774488--22333399

Route 5, Lyndonville, VT

(802) 626-9396

Great Beer
Gourmet Pizza
Open Fri. & Sat. 11am - 9 pm

Pizza Served until 9 pm

SCHOOL DAYS...

Official Distributor of BOY SCOUT Supplies

Caplan’s OVER 80 YEARS

457 Railroad Street � St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 � (802) 748-3236

We Have Outstanding
Sportswear Selections

from Columbia,
Woolrich and Carhartt

Book Packs
Large Variety of  Prices & Styles

Merrell Footwear
Kayaking & Camping
Equipment & Supplies

� Bibs � Sweatshirts
� Jeans � Shirts
� Shorts � Casual Pants

TERRY HOFFER

“I was raised to appreciate
service to others, and as the ben-
eficiary of some of those kind-
nesses myself, I’m very glad for

the chance to repay them.” Bill
Moulton was first involved with
the Lions Club in 1989 as a
teacher in Canaan. “I was new in
town, and another teacher asked
me to go with him to a meeting
of the Border Club. (Canaan is
pressed between the borders of
New Hampshire and Canada in
the far northeast corner of
Vermont). I’ve been going ever
since.”

Since then, Moulton moved
south to teach music at St.
Johnsbury Academy, and he
transferred his association with
the Lions to the club in St.
Johnsbury. Moulton is genuinely
enthusiastic and outgoing, and
his interest in the Lions led to
positions of leadership beyond
his own club. First he was a zone
chairman serving as a liaison
between three local clubs and the
Vermont district and then a
regional chair for all the clubs in
the Northeast Kingdom.

Increasingly active in the

administration of the Vermont
district, a year ago Moulton was
asked to be deputy governor, and
on the first weekend of July this
year, at the annual convention of
Lions from all over the world in
Boston, Moulton was sworn in as
Vermont’s district governor.

“It’s a big responsibility,”
Moulton agrees, especially for
someone with a full-time job.
“But at least as a teacher I can
get away in the summer and dur-
ing some of the school breaks to
meet with each of the clubs and
members of the Vermont District
‘cabinet.’” There are 44 clubs
with some 1,300 active members
from Canaan to Bennington and
from Swanton to Brattleboro,
and as he says some are strong
and growing while others are in
need of reinvigoration.
“Fortunately,” he says, “there are
great people serving on the dis-
trict cabinet (as directors of the
state-wide district), and I could-
n’t have lucked out better as to
the national administration from
the president on down.”  

Moulton has met Jimmy
Ross, a Texan and the current
president of Lions International,
and he raves about Ross’

approach. “There’s no template
or one-size-fit’s-all about it. His
theory is that every one of us is
trying to provide humanitarian
service in our communities and
across the globe, but each club
has its own way of getting things
done. Ultimately, he believes,
that’s a strength not a weakness.
I like that, and that’s just the way
I see the Lions in Vermont.”

The International Association
of Lions Clubs was first organ-
ized in Chicago in 1917 when
Businessman Melvin Jones
found himself disillusioned by
clubs with purely professional
concerns. Jones believed there
were people with untapped skills
that could be used to better their
communities and the larger

world beyond them. That year a
constitution and bylaws were
adopted, the founding members
held a convention, and collec-
tively they decided that “no club
shall hold out the financial bet-
terment of its members as its
object.” The Lions agreed that
clubs were not to be social in
nature, nor were members to pro-
mote their own business inter-
ests.

Since then, as Moulton says,
“Unselfish service to others is
really the mission of Lions.”

In 1920 a club was estab-
lished in Canada, and interna-
tional expansion has led to more
than 1.3 million men and women
members in approximately
45,000 clubs in 197 countries.

Bill Moulton Becomes
District Governor of
Vermont Lions

Photos Courtesy of Bill Moulton
Members and friends of the Vermont Lions Clubs performed on a
parade float in a salute to New Orleans at the 2006 annual Lions
International convention in Boston. Vermont District Governor Bill
Moulton is playing the standup bass and was honored to bring the
$1000 prize for second place back to Vermont. 

Pope Library
Monday & Friday
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Wednesday 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. - Noon.
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Hubert Hawkins, DDS
Bonnie Johnson, RDH
Brenda Lane, RDH
Sheila Amadon, RDH

(802) 748-2325 
New Patients  Welcomed

PREVENTIVE  CARE  FOR  A
WHITER AND BRIGHTER SMILE

Including:
Teeth Whitening; Restorations, Crown,

Bridges, Extractions; 
Complete & Partial Dentures, 
Perio & Endodontic Treatment, 

Seeing Our Patients 
at their Appointed Time.

We emphasize a caring staff with 
Professional Dental Treatment.

1350 Main Street, Suite 1  St. Johnsbury VT 05819

HAWKINS
DENTAL GROUP

HASTINGS STORE
“DOWNTOWN WEST DANVILLE”

(802) 684-3398
Still the same old store with friendly family service.

Quality Groceries and Meats
Fresh Produce, Home Cooking ~ Deli Salads
Vermont Maple Products and Cheeses
VT Lottery �Megabucks � Powerball

� Delivery service for our senior citizens �

Please call ahead for party platters
and special meat orders.

Monday-Saturday 6:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.,
Sunday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Now serving those good old fashion ice cream cones and more!

At our 
New 

Location

H.A. Manosh Corporation
since 1959

We have not one but four drills for your convenience

Well Drilling
Water Systems

Hydrofracturing
Water Treatment

Video Well Inspections
Water Fountains
120 Northgate Plaza
Morrisville, VT 05661

(802) 888-5722 or (800) 544-7666
Web Site: www.manosh.com

SUPPLIES

Peter Hopkins
13 Raymond Street
Lyndonville, VT
05851

Phone (802) 626-5555
Night (802) 626-8042

Moulton says, “When you think
about it the network is incredi-
ble. An organization like this can
mobilize resources anywhere in
the world and make a difference
[for instance] from one person in
a local club all the way to
rebuilding housing in the tsuna-
mi area of Southeast Asia or that
of the recent earthquake in
Afghanistan to delivering goods
and services to the American
Gulf Coast after Hurricane
Katrina. We didn’t have to wait
for anyone or any government
agency to get organized, because
in all those places we were
already there.”

In 1925, Helen Keller spoke
at the annual Lions convention in
Ohio, and she challenged the
Lions to become the “Knights of
the Blind in the crusade against
darkness.” Since then Lions
International has sought the
means (and established a $140
million worldwide program) to

provide glasses and eye care and
to fight the causes of preventable
and reversible blindness.
Moulton says that a major cam-
paign is in place to more than
double the size of that program.

In addition to their flagship
eyesight initiatives, Lions are
committed to providing services
for youth, improving the envi-
ronment, building homes for the
disabled, supporting diabetes

TThhee  LLiioonnss  aaggrreeeedd
tthhaatt  cclluubbss  wweerree  nnoott
ttoo  bbee  ssoocciiaall  iinn
nnaattuurree,,  nnoorr  wweerree
mmeemmbbeerrss  ttoo  pprroo--
mmoottee  tthheeiirr  oowwnn
bbuussiinneessss  iinntteerreessttss..

(L-R) Sally Moulton and Vermont District Governor Bill Moulton
join Texan and Lions Clubs International President Jimmy Ross and
his wife, Velda Ross.

education and hearing programs
and, through their international
foundation, acting as first
responders for disaster relief
around the world.

But as President Jimmy Ross
from Texas and Governor Bill
Moulton from Vermont agree,
the future of the Lions is about
grass roots. It’s about individual
members, local clubs and an
organization that works effec-
tively from the bottom up.
During the year ahead, Moulton
hopes to see each club in
Vermont expand its membership
by at least one person. That sim-
ple objective will require mem-
ber retention and a program, he
believes, to inspire potential
leaders to become active leaders.

Moulton says, the average
age of the Lions in the United
States is something like 58, and
he understands the need for
younger members. He hopes to
see at least one college campus
club and at least one so-called
Leo club for community service
minded high schoolers estab-
lished in the state. 

He says, “I’m easily inspired
and motivated, and spending a
weekend [as he did at the annual
International Convention in
Boston in July] with Lions from
all over the world and meeting
people like Jimmy Ross does that
to me. My hope is to pass that
enthusiasm on to Lions in
Vermont. I have no doubt that
both my wife and I are going to
have great fun this year, but if we
can make a difference in that
way, we’ll feel like we’ve really
accomplished something.”

Friends of the Peacham Library will host Village Harmony at the
Peacham Congregational Church on Sunday, August 13 at 7:30 p.m.

Village Harmony is the unique, much-loved teen world music
ensemble based in Vermont.  The Peacham concert will feature a mix
of Caucasus Georgian, Bulgarian, Macedonian, Albanian, Serbian,
South African and renaissance pieces.  

This Village Harmony traveling teen ensemble is led by Larry
Gordon, Carl Linich and Eva Primack.  The group includes 22 young
singers and musicians from throughout New England and as far off as
California.  Members of the group live together and rehearse inten-
sively for eight days at a retreat in the Northeast Kingdom.

Co-leader Eva Primack is a new face with Village Harmony.  She
has been singing Yiddish and Balkan music since she was 7 and is cur-
rently finishing a degree in ethnomusicology at UCLA.  Her thirst for
knowledge, songs and culture has carried her to the Balkans where she
recently spent three months studying, singing and dancing her way
through Ukraine, Turkey, Bulgaria and Greece.  

Linich recently returned to the US after living for many years in
Caucasus Georgia.  He has been Village Harmony’s prime teacher of
Caucasus Georgian music. The traditional three-part songs feature a
dark, sonorous vocal quality, steely dissonances and striking harmon-
ic shifts and convergences.

Director Gordon has just returned from a three week tour in
Germany where he worked with South African conductor Matlakala
Bopape and members of her choir.  He will be leading traditional
South African songs and dances with catchy call-and-response form
and hearty, deep-throated singing style.  In addition he will lead a set
of lively American shape-note pieces and a set of new works by
German composer and Village Harmony leader Stefan Trenner.  These
pieces are a marvelous synthesis of renaissance-style polyphony with
shape-note and contemporary influences.

The suggested admission at the door is $8, $5 for students and sen-
iors.  For further information call (802) 592-3216 or 592-3048.

Village Harmony Comes to
Peacham
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Open: Mon - Wed & Sat 9-6 
Thurs & Fri 9-7; Sundays 11-4
Member or Not, Anybody Can Shop

490 Portland Street
St. Johnsbury VT
(802) 748-9498

Enjoy summer's bounty!
Organic cantelopes, cherries,
grapes & watermelons. Lots of
fresh, local, organic greens

coming in daily. 
Look for fresh local organic

corn on the cob in late August. 
Kid's Day at the Coop: 

Wed, August 9
9 am - 2 pm. Lots of games,
activities, healthy treats &

more. What fun!! 
First Fridays-Health &
Wellness Series-

Friday Aug. 4, 3:30 - 5:30 pm
presents: Cleaning for Health
with Carol Westinghouse.

Learn about non-toxic alterna-
tive cleaning products for your

home and office.

Fresh vegetables and herbs of sum-
mer don’t require lavish recipes or

extra ingredients to create extraordinary
dishes. In fact they don’t even require
much cooking. The biggest mistake is
to overcook these gifts of the garden.

I am writing this column in the
midst of a heat wave, and I am nat-
urally inspired by recipes that
require minimal or no heat to pre-
pare. Not only does this make for a
happy cook, but it brings the fresh-
ness of summer to your table.

My favorite way to prepare

broccoli, cauliflower, string beans
or Brussels sprouts is to steam or
boil them and then drizzle olive oil
and sprinkle salt over them. I often
hate to do anything else to these
vegetables because they are so
good this way. You can serve them
hot or at room temperature and use
them leftover in salads the next
day.  

Use a pot big enough to accom-
modate the vegetables and the
steamer. 

Broccoli - Leave the broccoli
in big pieces cutting off as much of
the bottom stalk as you like. 

Cauliflower - Leave cauli-
flower whole. I cut off the bottom
leaves and a portion of the hard
underside so that it will fit on the
steamer whole.

Brussels Sprouts -Cut the bot-
tom, and a take a few outside
leaves off each sprout and steam.

String Beans - I like to boil the
string beans, plunge into boiling
water and check for doneness by
tasting.

Don’t overcook any of these
vegetables. When they are done
take them out of the pot, and put
them in your serving dish. Do not
leave them in or over the steaming
water after they are done because
they will continue cooking, and
you will have vegetable mush on
your hands. I use two big serving
spoons to lift out the broccoli or

cauliflower. 
When you have the vegetable

in the serving dish, drizzle a small
amount of decent olive oil over all.
Then sprinkle salt over the top. You
can toss the Brussels sprouts or
string beans, but if you are prepar-
ing cauliflower or broccoli just
leave them as they are in the dish.
So simple and so delicious.

This cold, no cook soup is such

a treat in the summer. You can vary
ingredients to your taste, and use
extra bounty from the garden in a
unique way. If you don’t like
cucumbers use all zucchini.

6medium cucumbers – 
peeled and seeded

6medium zucchini – If they
are small enough you don’t
need to peel or seed them, but
if you are using monster 
zucchini you will want to peel
and seed them.
6 large tomatoes – peeled 
(you may use canned whole
peeled tomatoes)

4 ribs of celery
2 red peppers
1 small onion
4 scallions
2 cloves garlic – chopped 
finely

½ cup fresh lemon juice 
(or mix lemon, limes and
oranges if you want)
1 tablespoon sugar
¼ cup olive oil
2 or 3 dashes hot sauce
3 tablespoons balsamic vinegar
1 cup combination chopped
fresh herbs – basil, mint and
parsley. (or use dried herbs –
about ½ cup)
Salt and pepper to taste

Chop all the vegetables coarse-
ly, and mix with the other ingredi-
ents in a large bowl. Only the gar-
lic needs to be finely chopped
before you puree everything. Puree
in batches in a food processor. Do
not puree too long. The mix should
look like a fine chop rather than a
smooth puree.

Taste it, and add salt and pep-
per to taste. You might want more
hot sauce or more herbs. You can
even put in a little red wine. Season
it to your personal taste. 

I suggest making it a couple of
hours ahead of time and letting the
flavors meld in the refrigerator. 

Serve with a garnish of mint on
top.

Use this dish in many ways.

You can cut it into small pieces for
an appetizer, use it for an entrée or
serve as a side dish with dinner. It
almost substitutes as pizza. And,
you can cook it on a baking sheet in
your grill if you are careful. The
recipe below is for a basic
bruschetta (my favorite), but you
can add all kinds of things to it –
from salami and cooked sausage to
mushrooms and all kinds of veg-
etables. Just remember that
bruschetta does not cook a long
time, and certain ingredients will
have to be precooked before you
use them. 

3 or 4 ripe tomatoes
4 oz. mozzarella cheese – 
fresh if possible
¼ cup grated parmesan cheese
– fresh if possible

3 tablespoons fresh basil 
– chopped 
3 tablespoons fresh parsley 

– chopped
1 clove garlic – mashed with
salt (optional)
olive oil 
sugar
salt and pepper
bread – (see below)

Use good bread to make a good
bruschetta. It should be toothsome
European style bread with a
crunchy crust and an airy inside. If
the bread is too soft it will be
soggy, and if it is too dense it will
not crisp up in the cooking process.

When I can’t get to a bakery, I
use the designer bread at the super-
market – usually the Tuscan boule
(big round loaf) or the focaccio (a
flat long oval loaf).

Slice the boule into fairly thick
pieces, or cut the whole focaccio in
half horizontally so the bready part
shows on the top. 

Lay the slices on a baking
sheet, and sprinkle a slight amount
of olive oil on the top. You can mix
the garlic that you have mashed
with some olive oil and brush on
lightly just to add a slight flavor to
the top of the bread. 

Cut the tomatoes in fairly thin
slices and lay on top of the bread.
Sprinkle with salt, pepper and
sugar (use it like you would salt). If
you have other ingredients put
them on now. 

Grate the mozzarella on the top
and then sprinkle with the grated
parmesan. Top with the basil and
parsley. Drizzle a little more olive
oil on top and you are ready to
cook.

Place in a preheated 400° oven
for about 15 minutes or until the
cheese is melted and the ingredi-
ents are hot and the bread has
begun to brown around the edges.
You can turn on the broiler for a
minute or so – but be careful you
can easily burn cheese under a
broiler. If you are using the outside

No Small Potatoes
Vanna Guldenschuh

SIMPLE SUMMER
VEGETABLES

GAZPACHO

BRUSCHETTA

TTÄÄuuÜÜÉÉ  aa||vv{{ÉÉÄÄáá  [[ÉÉââááxx
ii||vvààÉÉÜÜ||ttÇÇ  VVÜÜxxttÅÅ  ggxxttáá

`̀ttÜÜzzttÜÜxxàà  eeççttÇÇ??  [[ÉÉááààxxáááá
ggââxxááwwttçç  @@  ffttààââÜÜwwttçç  EEMMCCCC  @@  GGMMFFCC  ÑÑAAÅÅAA
HHFF  UUÉÉççÇÇààÉÉÇÇ  TTääxxÇÇââxx  
ffàà??  ]]ÉÉ{{ÇÇááuuââÜÜçç??  iigg    CCHHKKDDLL
UUçç  eexxááxxÜÜäättàà||ÉÉÇÇ  bbÇÇÄÄçç    ;;KKCCEE<<  JJHHDD@@KKGGFFGG
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THE
CARPET CONNECTION
“The Flooring Specialists”  Wholesale & Retail
11 Depot Street �� Lyndonville, VT 05851  (802) 626-9026

REMEMBERREMEMBER
ALL THOSE THINGS
YOU WERE GOING
TO GET DONE
THIS SUMMER?

If new Carpet
or Vinyl

was on your list,
now’s the time
to choose one!
Our selection
of in-stock

Carpets and Vinyls
has never
been better.

Reserve your installation date now.

PAUL’S FARM SERVICE
Sales �� Service �� Parts

Paul D. Bergeron
Phone (802) 695-2500 � Fax (802) 695-2900
514 West Main Street (US RT 2) � Concord, Vermont 05824

Serving Agricultural Needs with Integrity Since 1976

grill it will have to be turned to a
fairly low temperature and the
bruschetta checked often. Every
grill is different, and you have to be
careful the bread does not burn on
the bottom.

Remove from the oven and cut
with a large knife into serving
pieces. Arrange on a platter and
serve.

I am always telling you to serve

a dish with a salad. I make a salad
almost every night, and while I do
a fancy version for dinner parties,
the everyday salad I make is a sim-
ple affair. It is basically a lettuce
salad with tomatoes that are actual-
ly part of the dressing rather than
part of the salad.

Place the washed lettuce in the
bowl you will use for serving.
Chop a tomato (or two) into about
8 pieces. Place the tomato pieces
on top of the lettuce. Sprinkle sugar
and salt on top of the tomato.
Drizzle olive oil over the top of the
tomato pieces.

Then using the vinegar of
choice (I like white balsamic) driz-
zle some over the top of the toma-
toes. This method kind of melts the
salt and sugar and turns the tomato
into part of the dressing. You can
prepare the salad to this point a
short time ahead of service. 

Right before you serve the
salad toss it to coat all the lettuce
with the dressing that has been sit-
ting on top. It takes a few tries to
get the right proportion of oil and
vinegar – it is not a lot – a count-to-
three drizzle of olive oil and a
count-to-two for the vinegar. The
tendency is to put on too much, so
be careful. 

Once you perfect this sponta-
neous way of making a salad it will
become second nature.

“I want my privatcy,” my
daughter Laura used to yell as
she slammed the bathroom door.  

“Ah, yes!”  I thought, “Don’t
we all?” Back on the farm there
was no bathroom—and the three
holes in the seat of the “House of
Parliament” at the end of the
shed tell you how much privacy
we could expect.

“Open the door,” Deedee
would order, rattling the door, “
I’ll tell Maw!  Don’t be a
meany!”  I certainly didn’t want
Maw to come on the scene, so I’d
unhook the door.

Sometimes I had to accompa-
ny June, who was afraid of the
dark.  June would carry a lamp to
show the way, but the small glow
only emphasized the blackness
on the back porch as we went by.
Who knows what might be lurk-
ing on the back stairs or hiding
behind the old buggy in the car-
riage shed.  It wasn’t so bad if we
went with someone.  Later on I
would be the one carrying the
lamp, holding Patty by the hand.
She was glad of the company, for
she, too, was scared of the dark.
We never wanted to be alone,
private.

Privacy was lacking when we
got washed in the morning.  We
used the enamel wash basin in
the kitchen sink.  Maw would be
busy at the stove or walking back
and forth filling the reservoir.
The other girls would be setting
the table, dressing in the warmth
over the register of the Sam
Daniels furnace, or, worse yet,
impatiently waiting for you to
finish so they could “get cleaned

up.”
We were supposed to wash

our face, behind our ears, the
back of our neck, under our arms
and what Maw called our bot-
toms.  You weren’t supposed to
scrimp.  But when I got to the
stage of self-conscious modesty,
I didn’t want to hear any unflat-
tering remarks about my anato-
my. Also it was too chilly by the
sink to take off my feed bag
nightie.

“Oh, yes, Maw,” I’d lie.  “I
washed everything.”  When my
aroma got too ripe for Maw to
take, Deedee had to tell me to do
a better job or I’d smell like the
so-and-so kids.  That was all she
needed to say.  

When we were going to the
South Part school, a brother and
sister came over from Green Bay
with Miss Watson.  They were
clean all right.  They both reeked
of Life Boy soap. Another pair’s
clothes weren’t washed properly
and neither were they.  I didn’t
want to smell like them.  Being
poor was no excuse with Maw.
“Soap is cheap and water don’t
cost nothing.”    

I didn’t realize at the time
that I was lucky to live in a
household of females.  I didn’t
have to cope with older or
younger brothers as did some of
the girls at school, who also lived
in houses without bathrooms and

who had to make their morning
ablutions at the kitchen sink or in
the decidedly chilly privacy of
their bedrooms.

The only time we had a mod-
icum of privacy was our
Saturday night baths, which, one
by one, we took in a wash tub in
front of the oven door.  The big
girls sometimes washed in the
china wash bowl in their room.
They had to carry warm water up
the stairs and the used water
d o w n .
Although they had privacy, you
couldn’t call the arrangement
convenient.  Late spring, summer
and early fall their room would-
n’t be too cold, but on winter
days, the temperature in the
north room made it an ordeal.

When Dad came in from the
barn, he washed his face and
hands at the sink, splashing
water over his head and arms. He
dried himself on the towel Maw
had placed over a roller on the
door to the china closet that
stood opposite the sink.  

He also shaved at the kitchen
sink, and we girls liked to watch.
Dad had his shaving stuff in a
drawer in a small bureau in the
pantry.  When he brought it out,
we knew what he’d do next, for
he followed the same routine.
First, he stropped the razor, then
he poured boiling water into the
wash pan, lathered with a special
brush and then carefully scraped
off the whiskers.  How good he
smelled when he finished.

When Mimi and Wayne lived
in the Guthrie house, they had a
bathroom with all the fixings.
Uncle Charlie and Aunt Bertha

had a bathroom as did the
Swaseys.  Harriet installed one at
Aunt Martha’s house in the
Corner.  So we were acquainted
with the facility and all its con-
veniences before Mimi’s mar-

riage. 
While Deedee and I stayed

with Mimi one spring, I had my
first real bath in a bathtub. A coil
in the stove in the kitchen
warmed the water, which then
filled a small tank.  There was
running hot water in the kitchen
sink and, if you waited long
enough, in the bathroom. There
was enough water in the tank to
fill the tub once, so Deedee and I
were to share the water.  I went
first.  I hooked the door, took off
my clothes, and climbed in to the
tub. 

I was covered with warm
water. Wow!  What luxury!
What a sensual delight! I wal-
lowed like small whale, then
soaped myself all over.  I rinsed
with care and wallowed some
more. During most of this time I
could hear a pounding on the
door, Deedee pleading with me
to come out and, finally, Mimi
telling me I must finish my bath.
I finally climbed out of the now
cool water and unhooked the
door.  How delightful privacy
was, I decided. It was worth all
the scolding and Deedee’s dirty

UUpp  oonn  tthhee  FFaarrmm  EEaarrllyy
Lorna Quimby

““SSooaapp  iiss  cchheeaapp  aanndd
wwaatteerr  ddoonn’’tt  ccoosstt
nnootthhiinngg..””

EASY EVERYDAY SALAD



28 The North Star Monthly    August 2006

Mayo’s
Paint Dept.
20% off
all California Paints & Stains

OPEN 
7 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
8 a.m.-Noon Sat.

802 Railroad Street
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
(802) 748-8826

RRaatteedd  ##11
aaggaaiinn bbyy  CCoonnssuummeerr  RReeppoorrttss

Paints
& Stains

Joe’s Pond Craft Shop
“ ... traditional crafts 

in an historic barn setting”
Tues - Sat: 9:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Sun: 9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Closed Mondays  (802) 684-2192 

Quilts, Pottery, Rag Rugs and So Much More.

Rt. 2 & 15, West Danville, VT 

Building & Remodeling
Painting & Wallpapering
Snowplowing & Sanding

EMMONS & YOUNG
CONSTRUCTION

Jim  (802) 684-3856    1154 Bruce Badger Memorial Hwy.
Dana  (802) 633-3844                          Danville, VT 05828

Our Health Centers May Be Able to Help
Our Concord Health Center and Danville Health Center offer discounts on many

of the most common prescription drugs. This discount is available to all patients
of the health centers. In addition, for those with limited incomes, we apply an addi-
tional discount if you qualify for our sliding fee program. For more information, call
for an appointment.

The following practitioners are accepting new patients:

Concord Health Center (802) 695-2512
Sarah Berrian, MD (Pediatric, Adult and Obstetrical Care)
Mary Ready, M.D. (Family Medicine and Obstetrical Care)

Susan Taney, Nurse Practitioner (Adult Care)
Donna Ransmeier, BHS, Behavioral Health Counseling

Jeniane R. Langmaid, PA-C

Danville Health Center (802) 684-2275
Tim Tanner, MD (Pediatric and Adult Care)
Sharon Fine, MD (Pediatric and Adult Care)

Mariel Hess, Nurse Practitioner (Pediatric and Adult Care)

Concord and Danville Health Centers are units of 
Northern Counties Health Care, Inc. -  established in 1976 
to bring health services to those in need in the 
Northeast Kingdom.

AArree  YYoouu  HHaavviinngg  TTrroouubbllee  AAffffoorrddiinngg  
tthhee  PPrreessccrriippttiioonn  DDrruuggss  YYoouu  NNeeeedd??

BBOOOOKK  LLOOVVEERR’’SS  HHEEAAVVEENN
BBrriinngg  yyoouurr  ssuummmmeerr
gguueessttss  iinn  ttoo  bbrroowwssee..  

As summer wends through the
month of August, my thoughts

turn to the school year ahead. As a kid,
I spent the summer barefoot and in a
swimming suit.
The thought of wearing clothes again
was a drag.

There came a day when shop-
ping for new school clothes was at
hand. For me this signaled the end
of summer for me.

In those days, the late 30’s and
early 40’s, boys in elementary
school wore knickers. Knickers
were knee-length, corduroy pants.
The legs were very baggy, with
elastic at the bottom. They were
worn with knee-length stockings.
As you walked, the corduroy made
a sound as the legs moved. This
gave rise to the name “whistle
britches.”  It was every boy’s
dream to graduate to “long pants.”
That usually occurred in the sixth
grade.

The great selling point for cor-
duroy pants was their longevity.  It
was nearly impossible to wear

them out.  You got new ones only
because you outgrew the last ones.
You almost never saw knickers
with holes or tears in them.  The
fabric was just too strong. 

This indestructibility was the
result of how the material was
made.  Corduroy is made of twist-
ed fibers, in cords, laid side by side
in parallel rows. There is a base
material that the cords are incorpo-
rated into. This causes the cords to
rise above the base material and
gives corduroy its great wear abil-
i t y .
Wear takes place on the surface of
the cords instead of the base mate-
rial. In the industry cords are called
“wales.” Over time the wales get
smooth as the nap wears away.
The name corduroy is of French
origin, (cord du roi) as in   “cloth
of kings.”

Another part of the back-to-
school wardrobe was new shoes.
Going barefoot, through the sum-
mer, changed the shape of the foot.
The change in shape and growing
in size made new shoes a necessi-
ty.  Shoes were made from leather
- no plastic or fabric, but good
stout leather.  Shoe soles were rub-
ber or leather. Leather soles made
a loud noise when you walked and
were very slippery. Some leather
soles had a row of nails around the
perimeter of the heel. These added

to the sound as you walked.  They
also scratched the floors. To make
the heels last longer, metal cleats
were added to the heels as an after-
market option. These made more
noise and really did a job on the
floors. Cleats were so destructive
that some schools actually banned
their use. No one wore sneakers,
and sports shoes had yet to be
invented.

The third item of critical cloth-
ing was a new sweater.
The customary dress was a shirt
with a collar under a sweater.  As I
remember, the sweater was worn
every day, regardless of weather,
and it was only removed when you
got home from school. Then you
could change out of the school
clothes into something more casu-
al.  

Sweaters were made of wool,
or a blend of wool and cotton.
Synthetic fibers had not been
developed. The sweater I still
remember was made from “ango-
ra” wool.  It has an extremely
fuzzy surface, and bits of the fuzz
were continually falling off.
During the warm days of
September, the sweater made life
unbearable.

Keep in mind, when you went
shopping for new clothes in those
days, as a kid, you only went along
to try on things so you could get
the right fit.  The clothes were
actually picked by an adult.  You
got to veto some choices, but the
next item selected was chosen by
the adult.  You always saw things
you would like, but those did not
fit the styles of the day.  Every boy
I can imagine would have chosen

long pants over knickers, “high
cut” boots over shoes and a plaid
shirt over a sweater.

The final preparation was a
haircut.  Our town had a single
barber. There were two barber
chairs, and I always wondered
what the second chair was for.
Once in the shop, you sat in a line
of chairs, until it was your turn.
When you finally got into the
chair, the barber asked how you
wanted your hair cut.

I would give long, detailed
instructions on what I wanted.  The
barber had two styles for kids, a
regular cut or “butch.” The butch
was very short and the hair was
suppose to stand up straight.
Seldom did it do this, and usually
it was just flat on your head.  My
hair was very blond, and the only
time I ever got a butch, I looked
like I was bald.  

Regardless what you told the

barber about the regular cut, you
got the same haircut as every other
kid in town.  You could tell when
the job was done, as the barber
would get out a straight razor and
work it over the leather strop. Then
he shaved the back of your neck.
You sat very still during this oper-
ation.  Then, with a few flicks of a
brush to remove any stray hairs,
the job was done. You paid him the
customary 25 cents. How times
have changed.

With new clothes and a fresh
haircut, you were transformed
from a carefree kid of summer into
a student ready to face another
year in the classroom. 

School always started the day
after Labor Day. That marked the
end of summer, and overnight the
whole town changed from summer
mode to winter. It was time to pre-
pare for cold weather. Though
there were many warm days to

SSttrriinngg  WWoorrtthh  SSaavviinnggSSttrriinngg  WWoorrtthh  SSaavviinngg
Bill Christiansen

TThhee  tthhoouugghhtt  ooff
wweeaarriinngg  ccllootthheess
aaggaaiinn  wwaass  aa  ddrraagg..

This is the last chance to buy
raffle tickets for the beautiful

and handcrafted “Log Cabin”
quilt before the drawing at the
Danville Fair. Tickets will be
available at the Library and at the
Fair. Be sure to visit our ice
cream booth and stop by our
book sale on the Library lawn.

Our Sunday Concerts on the
Green for August feature Best of
Friends on August 13, Cold

Country Bluegrass on August
20 and the Danville Town Band
on August 26.  All concerts are at
7:00 p.m.

For our large print lovers we
have many new titles in our col-
lection.  A few are: A Twist of
Fate by Jackson, Brighter Than
the Sky by Quinn, Hail to the
Chief by McBain, Seek My Face
by Updike, Tears of the Giraffe
by McCall Smith, The Third Life
of Grange Copeland by Walker
and A Useful Affair by Cameron.

Our summer reading pro-
gram ends on August 16, and our
summer story hour ends August
14.  Story hour will resume in
September.  The after school
Young Adult program will also
resume at the beginning of the
school year.  

Call the Library for more
information at (802) 684-2256.

Pope Notes
Dee Palmer, 

Library Director
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Stephanie L. Churchill, LMFT 
(Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist)

Providing Couples, Family and 
Individual Therapy. 

Practicing in northern VT and NH since 1992.

231 Concord Avenue
(802) 748-5364                     St. Johnsbury, VT                 

Acupuncture
in the Northeast Kingdom

Ancient Wisdom. Modern Medicine.
Dedicated to your health and well being

Amy Wheeler & Barry Fudim
Licensed & National Board CertifiedOffices:

Barnet, VT and Hanover, NH
By appointment: (802) 633-2876

LITTLE MOVERLITTLE MOVER
LLooccaall  &&  RReeggiioonnaall

aanndd  
CCoonnttrraacctt  TTrruucckkiinngg

Since 1967

KAP Enterprises, LLC
838 Keyser Hill Road

St. Johnsbury, VT

((880022))  774488--99111122      oorr      cceellll  ((880022))  779933--77998866

Jphelps@kingcon.com

Dear Shrinks,
I have a repetitive dream that

leaves me anxious and upset, and
I’m beginning to be afraid of
falling asleep at night.

In the dream I am wandering
through a huge dark house. The
house reminds me, in some ways,
of the house I grew up in. In the
dream there is something I must
find, am frantic to find in fact, and
I can’t even remember what it is.
Sometimes I meet people and ask
for help, but they always dismiss
me and act as if what I want is not
important. I wake up anxious and
sometimes actually crying. These
dreams have been going on for 20
or so years, since I was an adoles-
cent.

Please help.

Dear Please,
First of all, we tend to think of

a dream as a symbolic construct
with purpose, the purpose usually
being to start to heal old emotional
injuries. Everybody has old
injuries. We shrinks believe that a
person remembers a dream when
he or she is ready to start dealing
with an issue. 

Specifically you are dreaming
of a house that reminds you of your
childhood home, and something is
missing. Think of how a childhood
home is the structure that contains
all the feelings and the memories of
family relationships, all the laugh-
ter and pain of a childhood. We’re
guessing that your identifying a
house that “reminds” you in some
ways of your childhood home is a
strong clue to some of this dream’s
meaning for you. Is it true that
something was missing from your
childhood? Is it true that people in
your family dismissed your distress
as unimportant or inconsequential?
It’s likely that if you can think

about that time and identity what
you are missing and how much it
hurt, you will have a rush of intense
feelings (perhaps sadness and rage)
and your dreams will start having a
direction.

Starting a dream journal may
also help with this dream and those
in the future. When you retire for
the night, place a pad of paper and
a pen or pencil by your bed, and
decide that you will remember
your dreams. Eventually this will
occur. Then the trick is to write
down what you remember immedi-
ately because usually one’s recall is
fleeting.

The proper analysis of a dream
is always done by the dreamer even
within therapy, and not by some
expert, so we may be way off. Note
also, that the imagery in a dream is
always very personal; there are not
definitive lists of what a particular
image means. It’s also true that any
dream worth its salt is powerful
symbolically in several dimen-
sions. It may well be that you can
find, for example, a sense of
searching with no clear object in
your current life as well. Who
knows what clues may come from
future dreams.

Alice S. Kitchel & Burton
Zahler each have a private practice
is St. Johnsbury.

Ask the Shrinks
Alice  S. Kitchel and Burton Zahler

Professor Richard Portner,
who personified theater at
Lyndon State College since
1977, retired in June. Over the
intervening 29 years he stayed
with a program that waxed and
waned through a series of reor-
ganizations and curriculum
redesigns that affected all of
Vermont’s state colleges.

At Portner’s side for 25 of
those years has been his wife,
Terry Portner, a professional
actress, who taught theater, film
and expository speaking at
Lyndon part time. Terry’s acting
can be seen at the Weathervane
Theater in Whitefield, NH,
where she is currently playing
Vita Louise in Harvey, the story
made famous in the movie of the
same name by Jimmy Stewart.
Terry also retired in June.

The Portners came to the
North Country from Emerson
College, where they both com-
pleted master’s degrees, when
Richard took a temporary posi-
tion at Littleton High School
teaching English and working
with the school’s theater pro-
gram. He started his long career
at Lyndon when he was invited
to fill an opening in the college’s
theater department.

Portner went to work teach-
ing and developing dramatic arts
at LSC, directing plays of all
types, and he was responsible for

as many as six student-directed
one act performances in one
year. Among many of his well-
loved productions, Portner main-
tains fond memories of Look
Homeward Angel, The Diary of
Anne Frank and his first produc-
tion at the College, A
Midsummer Night’s Dream.

Theater at Lyndon hit an
obstacle in 1979, when the
Vermont State college system
moved the program to Johnson
State, in an effort to eliminate

duplication of programs among
its colleges. At the time, LSC had
been producing four main stage
shows per year and had a healthy
children’s theater program which
toured in the schools. 

Following that shift in the
curriculum, Portner and col-
leagues David Ballou and
Russell Bailas collaborated to
create the television studies
department, which now offers
one of the College’s flagship pro-
grams.

Although the Portners are
officially retired, they have
agreed to teach on a part-time
basis and will be on-campus for
at least the fall semester.

Richard and Terry Portner
Retire from LSC

Lyndon State College Photograph
Terry and Dick Portner retired from the Lyndon State College facul-
ty in June.
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SSeett  yyoouurr  ddiiaall  ttoo  VVeerrmmoonntt  PPuubblliicc  RRaaddiioo  
WWVVPPAA  8888..55  FFMM  SStt..  JJoohhnnssbbuurryy

WWVVPPRR  8899..55  FFMM  WWiinnddssoorr;;  WWRRVVTT  8888..77  FFMM  RRuuttllaanndd;;    
WWBBTTNN  9944..33  FFMM  BBeennnniinnggttoonn  oorr    WWVVPPSS  110077..99  FFMM  BBuurrlliinnggttoonn

AUTO REPAIR
Back-to-School
SPECIAL

& August Inspection Due!
Call or visit our website for details

1193 Portland Street
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
(802) 748-3636
www.wesward.com

Complete Car Care Services

Home Game
Schedule
To Order Tickets Call:

(802) 655-6611

2
0
0
6

Starting Times:  Monday-Saturday 7:05 p.m.;  Sunday 5:05 p.m.;   Except: Wednesday, July 27 Game at 1:05 p.m

AUGUST
1 - Staten Island Yankees
2 - Staten Island Yankees
3 - Staten Island Yankees
9 - Aberdeen Ironbirds
10 - Aberdeen Ironbirds
11 - Aberdeen Ironbirds
17 - Williamsport Crosscutters
18 - Williamsport Crosscutters
19 - Williamsport Crosscutters
22 - Tri-City Valleycats
23 - Tri-City Valleycats
24 - Oneonta Tigers
25 - Oneonta Tigers
28 - Lowell Spinners
29 - Lowell Spinners
30 - Hudson Valley Renegades
31 - Hudson Valley Renegades

SEPTEMBER
1 -  Hudson Valley Renegades

Ticket Prices:
Reserved $7

General Admission:
Adult $6, Senior $5, Child $3

Cabot School Photograph
PHOTO ABOVE: On Friday, June 16, 2006 the senior class at Cabot School graduated with Math
Teacher William Tobin urging each of them to take the high road. Tobin asked members of the class to
find out what they really enjoy in life and to watch others whose life is about their passion. He told
them to believe in themselves, to be cooperative and not to be afraid of risks. Tobin described risk tak-
ing not as living dangerously but as overcoming the crippling fear of failure. Finally his advice was to
listen - to the wind, the birds, the inspiring chords of a piece of music and to nature at large. Speaker
Tobin concluded as Musician Tobin by playing a song on his harp.
Members (and their plans) of the 2006 graduating senior class at Cabot School are: 
Front (L-R): Tamra Houston (Work), Jesse Persons (Work), Jackie Young (College), Anne Rushman

(Washington University), Vedan North (Barnard College), Ashley Marcotte (Lyndon State College) and
Hannah Pitkin (UVM).
Second Row: Aldo Raul Camacho Flores (Universidad Privada del Norte, Peru), Scott Ackermann

(Family dairy business), Rhett Fitzgerald (Work), Jesse Fitzgerald (work), Calvin Alexander (Paul
Smiths College) and Rosalind Vara (Syracuse University).
Rear: David Chip Harrington III (Marietta College), Garrett Aiken (Work), Robert Martino

(Undecided), Joshua Maxfield (Work), Levi McClellan (Work), Matthew Dudley Work) and Brandan
Johnson (Work).

PHOTO AT RIGHT: On
Saturday, June 17, 2006, the
senior class at Danville High
School gathered together for
the final time as a class.
Commencement was in the
school gymnasium. Long-time
Danville School English
teacher Elaine Pierce was the
graduation speaker.
As the class left the gymnasium
and set forth as alumni their
plans are as follows: 
Front (L-R): Christina

Machell, Lyndon State College;
Alexander Nicholson, Lyndon
State College; Kathryn Moritz,
University of Vermont; Roy
Mercon, Castleton State
College; Kayla Towle,
University of Vermont; Joseph
Coutu, University of Vermont;
Samantha Laferriere, Husson
College; Brandon Lumbra,
Northeastern University;
Amanda Hahr, Lyndon State
College; Joseph Bissonward,
Community College of Vermont
and Shana Lund, Work.
Second Row: Justina Welch,

Work; David Daly, Plymouth
State University; Holly
Chamberlin, Community
College of Vermont; Stone
Conroy, Middlebury College;
Vanessa Willcox-Healey, Green
Mountain College; Travis
Daniell, Johnson & Wales
University; Brynn Richardson,
Work; Asa White, Paul Smiths
College; Brittany Benoit, New

Cabot School Graduates 
Class of  2006

Hampshire Technical College;
Brandon Cochran, University of
New England; Megan Foy,
University of Vermont;
Nathaniel Coutu, Norwich
University; Alyssa Chamberlin,
Community College of Vermont
and Russell Drown Jr., Work
Rear: Heather Rapoza,

Lyndon State College; Dustin
Dunbar, Work; Randy Brill,
Community College of Vermont;
Cheryl French, Lyndon State
College; Levi Lacey, WyoTech;
Brittany Fontaine, Castleton
State College; Henry Pearl,
Castleton State College; Megan
White, University of Vermont;
James Flanders, Africa, then
College; Gregg Swartzenberg,

University of New England;
Dustin Green, Thomas College;
Amy Garfield, Work; Andrew

Bradley, Work; Amber Bradley,
Work; Diamond Matthew,
Work; Tonya Friend, Lyndon

State College; and Vincent
Ramsey, Lyndon State College.

Photo By: Ray Richer

Danville School Class of  2006



The North Star Monthly    August 2006          31

Are you building
a new home?

Remodeling your
current home?
You Need Heat!
We install all kinds
of Heating Systems.

Call- 748-8934
Free Estimates

NORTHERN PETROLEUM CO.
189 RAILROAD ST. - ST. JOHNSBURY, VT 05819   (802) 748-8934 OR 1(800) 222-9276

“SERVICE”
“Friendly, Dependable, Caring for You”

We make your home a better place.

(802) 748-1912443 Railroad St., St. Johnsbury, VT

�Close to Home, but Far from

Doll Clothes
Jewelry
Puzzles
Framed Prints
& Custom
Framing
Yarn & Knitting 
Supplies

Vermont Crafts
Pottery
Quilts
Baskets
Maple Products
Wind Chimes
LampsTune in for

Red Sox Baseball

PO Box 249  St. Johnsbury, VT 05819  (802) 748-2345

TERRY HOFFER

Amy Tipple says she was
always an adventurous person,
and she doesn’t consider taking a
job five time zones and more
than 3,000 miles from home to be
that big a deal. Tipple was born
and raised in Scarborough, city
of 50,000 on the Yorkshire coast
of England facing into the North
Sea. Today, at 28, she is the man-
ager of St. Johnsbury’s office of
Enterprise Rent-a-Car.

With 6,500 offices in the
United States, Canada, Germany,
the United Kingdom and Ireland
and annual revenues of more than
$8 billion, Enterprise might view
St. Johnsbury as small potatoes,
but to Amy Tipple it’s a dream
come true.

“I worked since I was 11,”
she says. She started with jobs as
a dishwasher and waitress in
hotels in and around the tourist-
based city of Scarborough. One
of three children, Tipple under-
stood that college was never a
question - it was a given. She
enrolled in the University of
York, majored in geographical
science and conservation and
devoted much of her spare time
to reading about travel and far-
away places.

In the summer of 2000 she
joined the crew of a 74’ British
ketch in a tall ship race around
the Atlantic Ocean. On the first
leg of the race in gale-force
winds, the ketch lost a mast and
was eliminated from the rest of
the race. Disappointed Tipple

returned to England but followed
a suggestion to apply for a staff
position at a girl scout camp in
Thetford, VT. That summer, with
a temporary work visa, Tipple
discovered Thetford and the
Green Mountains, and with unde-
niable conviction she says, “I
realized this was where I wanted
to be.”

That first summer led to an
off-season internship with the
Girl Scout Council in
Manchester, NH and then two
more summers at its camps as
Tipple provided instruction in
adventuring and team-building.

“Actually” she laughs, “I
spent three summers looking for
a way to stay in America, but the
only way to qualify for a perma-
nent visa is marry an American,
be a recognized specialist in your
field,” or, as she discovered,
work in Britain for a company
based in America.

Back in Scarborough Tipple
applied for a trainee position with
Enterprise and discovered that if
she proved herself over the peri-
od of three years, and if there was
an opening in the United States,
she could qualify - possibly even
for a position in Vermont. 

Three years later, and with a
six-year work visa in her hand,
Amy Tipple found a ride to St.
Johnsbury and quickly made
friends. She established herself
as a welcome addition to
Enterprise, and she has become a

cheerleader for New England and
the Upper Connecticut River
Valley. 

“The people are great,“ she
says. “They are friendly and
more relaxed. The British are
pessimistic. They say they are
being realistic, but in this country
people are much more optimistic,
and it shows. In the States you
are always finding people who
are studying problems and look-
ing for solutions - trying to make
a difference. The British get
bogged down. Maybe it’s the
weather.” Or maybe it’s
Enterprise, the international pow-
erhouse in the automobile rental
market, which has passed Hertz
as the largest global car rental
company by concentrating on the
loaner and “local replacement
segment” of the business rather
than the tourism and airport trade
like Hertz and Avis. 

Enterprise boasts that it trains
its managers in a program that is
like an MBA  crash course or
speed reading the best textbooks
in business, and it rewards
employees for good ideas and
entrepreneurism. When a manag-
er in Orlando offered to pick up a
customer in 1975, the company
realigned its brand and still mar-
kets its service with variations
on, “We’ll pick you up.”

Tipple is taking it all in stride,
and says she loves the opportuni-
ties. “In Vermont,” she says, “you
can hike, ski or go canoeing and

it doesn’t cost as much as it does
in England. It seems that in
England you go to work and then
you go to a pub, and that’s the
pattern day after day after day.”

Tipple finally admits that she
misses the British sense of
humor. “They are much more
sarcastic and quick to laugh at
themselves.” And bonfire night,
the annual November 5 fireworks
celebration of the capture of Guy
Fawkes and 12 other conspira-
tors, who in 1605 planned but
failed to blow up 36 barrels of
gunpowder under the Houses of
Parliament. And chocolate.
Tipple says she is a fan of Ben &
Jerry’s ice cream, but American
chocolate tastes like wax.

“I have the best of both
worlds,” says this adventuresome

pilgrim. “I guess I see it through
rose-colored glasses, but it’s
great. I can do what I want here,
and I go home when I need to.
It’s only seven hours by plane
from Boston’s Logan Airport,
and the Yorkshire coast isn’t
going anywhere.”

What would she tell her
friends about America back in
Scarborough? She grins with
enthusiasm. “I’d say come on
over and have fun. You don’t
want to wake up one day and be
50 and still be doing the same
thing. They’ll still have beer in
the pubs and sweets in the candy
shops.” And besides, the moun-
tains are Green and the people
are friendly and relaxed. She
laughs, “If they don’t like here it
they can always go back.”

You wouldn’t want to commute
every day, but working 3,000 miles
from home is just fine.

Photo By: North Star Monthly
Amy Tipple was born and raised in Scarborough, England but relo-
cated to St. Johnsbury where she is the branch manager for
Enterprise Rent-a-Car. It may seem like a long way from home, but
Tipple says “It’s the best of both worlds.”

““YYoouu  ddoonn’’tt  wwaanntt  ttoo
wwaakkee  uupp  oonnee  ddaayy
aanndd  bbee  5500  aanndd  ssttiillll
bbee  ddooiinngg  tthhee  ssaammee
tthhiinngg..””
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Accountants
Kenneth M. Biathrow, CPA 
Tax preparation services -Personal,
business, estate. Accounting services,
financial statements review and com-
pilation. P.O. Box 528, 364 Railroad
St.,  St. Johnsbury, VT 05819.
(802) 748-2200. 
McCormick & Company P.C.
Barry A. McCormick, CPA; Dwight
E. Lakey, CPA; Robin C. Gauthier,
CPA. 1360 Main Street, St. Johnsbury,
VT 05819-2285. (802) 748-4914.
(800) 516-CPAS. 
A.M. Peisch & Company LLC
A 5 office Vermont based accounting
firm specializing in individual and
business tax services, financial and
retirement planning, accounting,
auditing and estate planning. We pro-
vide technology services including
network security, operational reviews
and accounting support. 1020
Memorial Drive, St. Johnsbury, VT.
05819. (802) 748-5654.

Air Conditioning
Plumbing & Heating

Trombly Plumbing & Heating
Commercial & Residential  Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning, Propane
Service  and Supply. 77 Concord
Ave., St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802)
748-1953. FAX (802)748-3848.
dant@kingcon.com  
Green Mountain Geothermal
Use a ground source heat pump and
save up to a third over the cost of oil
heat. Jim Ashley, West Danville.
(802) 684-3491. 

Alternative
Health & Wellness

Sali Tetreault 
Psychic Reader/Reiki Master (prac-
tioner & teacher). Individual readings
and tarot parties. Ongoing classes &
workshops, broad subject of energy
work. Walk-ins accepted at
Artscaping, 101 Depot Street,
Lyndonville.  Wednesdays 10-5,
Fridays 1-7. (802) 626-4046 or (802)
467-1174. salicrow@hotmail.com          

Appliance Repair
Lewis Appliance
Factory Authorized Service and
Repair for Maytag, JennAir, Asko,
Viking, Bosch, Sub-Zero and
Frigidaire. Wayne Lewis, Waterford,
VT. (802) 748-6561.

Attorneys
Law Office of 
Charles D. Hickey, PLC
General Practice of Law.
69 Winter St., PO Box 127,
St. Johnsbury, VT  05819-0127.
(802) 748-3919.

Law Offices of
Jay C. Abramson

Estate Planning, Long-Term Care
Planning, Wills, Trusts, Real Estate.
Certified Elder Law Attorney. 1107
Main Street, Suite 101, St. Johnsbury,
VT 05819. (802) 748-6200.                            

Auctioneers
Eaton Auction Service
Specializing in Antiques, Collectibles
and Estate Sales. Personal and knowl-
edgeable service. Auctioneers: Chuck
Eaton (802) 333-9717 or Chris Welsh
eas@sover.net. Fairlee, VT 05045.
www.eatonauctionservice.com

Autobody Repair
Five Star Autobody
Certified collision repair center;
Complete autobody repairs from glass
to frame. George C. Mudge, Jr.
Located off I-91, Exit 22, 604
Lapierre Drive, St. Johnsbury, VT
05819. (802) 748-5321.

Automobile Repair
Burke View Garage, Inc.
Larry Lefaivre, Owner. Domestic &
Import Repair; Brakes, Exhaust,
Tune-Ups. We Do It All! Tire Sales
Also. M-F 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.. RT
114, Lyndonville, VT 05851.
(802) 626-3282.

Mark’s Automotive
Foreign and domestic repairs. Cooper,
Hankook and Remington tires.
Brakes, exhaust, oil change, VT State
inspection, computer wheel balancing
and computer diagnostics. ASE certi-
fied. Mark Jefferson, West Barnet
Road, Barnet Center, VT.
(802) 633-3863.
Wes Ward Automotive Repair 
and Tire Center
Comprehensive automobile repair for
domestic and foreign  vehicles, RV’s
and school buses. ASE certified. 1193
Portland Street, St. Johnsbury, VT
05819. (802) 748-3636. 

Bed & Breakfast
Emergo Farm
261 Webster Hill Road, Danville, VT
05828. 19th century dairy farm on
230-acres hosted by 6th generation
family. Accommodations both private
and shared. Full breakfast served.
Visit the barns and watch or join the
activity. (802) 684-2215 or (888) 383-
1185. www.emergofarm.com
Gardeners Rest B&B
682 Daniels Farm Road, Waterford,
VT 05819. 1854 farmhouse located on
16 rural acres. Three rooms with pri-
vate baths. Elegant breakfast.
Extensive gardens designed by your
English hosts. (802) 748-9388 or
9657. www.gardenersrest.com

Books
Kingdom Books
Northern New England’s poetry, mys-
tery and fine press bookshop.
KingdomBks@aol.com and (802)
748-5488. See our reviews at
www.KingdomBks.com Call for an
appointment. Beth & Dave Kanell.
Lyders Fine Books
Buying and selling 19th and 20th cen-
tury first editions in fine condition.
rlyders@pivot.net (802) 592-3086.
Josette & Richard Lyders, P.O. Box
250, Peacham, VT 05862.

Bricklayer
C.T. Cushman Masonry
Chimneys, Fireplaces, Patios,
Stonewalls, Slate & Flagstone
Walkways, Steps, Chimney and
Foundation Repairs, Brick & Stone
Veneer. 35 Years Experience.
Chimney Cleaning. (802) 748-2221.

Cabinetry
Calendar Brook Cabinetry
Since 1979 – Custom Kitchen
Cabinetry, Bathroom Vanities,
Entertainment Centers, Tables, Doors,
Architectural Millwork and
Mouldings, Hardwoods and
Hardwood Plywoods, Hardwood
Flooring, Stone and Solid Surface and
Laminate Tops.  David Patoine,
Master Craftsman. 4863 Memorial
Drive, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819.
(802) 748-5658. 

Cabins & Campgrounds
Harvey’s Lake Cabins and 

Campground 
May 15-Oct 15. Lakefront furnished
cabins set in wooded private 53-site
campground. Large private campsites
with W ES suitable for tents popups,
RV’s. Group Area,  Refurbished
Recreation Hall, Reunions, Retreats
and Receptions. Boats, Kayaks and
Bicycle Rentals. 190 Campers Lane,
West Barnet, VT 05821. (802) 633-
2213. www.harveyslakecabins.com

Chimney Sweep
Nelson Enterprise, Inc. &

Clean Sweep Chimney Service
Full Service Masonry - New
Construction and Repair: chimneys,
fireplaces and stainless relining.
Chimney Sweeping Service: inspec-
tions, caps and hearth products. Gary
& Shari Nelson, CSIA certified and
VT licensed; Fully insured. PO Box
53, Sheffield, VT  05866.
(802) 626-8320.

Clocks 
Clock Repair
Antique clock repair by appointment.
Richard Diefenbach, 1148 Jamieson
Rd., Danville, VT.
(802) 748-5044.

Computers
Northeast Computer Systems
Home & Business Computer Systems.
Networking, Hardware, Service,
Support and Software. 37 Depot
Street, PO Box 1059, Lyndonville,
VT 05851. (802) 626-1050. FAX
(802) 626-5012. www.necomp.com
Yankee Electronic Solutions
Est. 1989 by professionally trained
master tech. Fast and affordable in-
shop or on-site PC diagnosis and
repair. Upgrades and custom built sys-
tems. 623 Concord Avenue, St.
Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-
4544. yes@kingcon.com

wyBatap
Personal Technology Assistant
On your schedule in your
home/business. (Days - Evenings -
Weekends) Desktop and Laptop
Computers - Setup,
Networking,Wireless,
QuickBooks,”How To,” AntiVirus,
Spyware, Data Recovery and more…
Bob Roos, Barnet VT. (802) 633-4395
PersTech@wybatap.com

Construction
A.C. Trades
Foundation and Sill Repair. Winter
Selective Cut Logging (S.F.I. certi-
fied). Andy Cochran, 1104 Great
Road, Groton, VT 05046.
(802) 584-3828.
Armstrong Masonry
Masonry Construction & Repair.
Brick, Stone, Block. Fireplaces,
Chimeys, Veneer, Patios, Walkways.
Ken Armstrong. (802) 626-8495.
Building-Recreations   
Crafting residential renovations and
additions in the Northeast Kingdom
for seven years. Specializing in the
use of glass to let natural light
enhance the warmth of your renovated
room, kitchen or bath. I welcome your
renovations for design. John T.
Bruckner. 3316 West Barnet Road,
Barnet, VT 05821. (802) 633-4182 or
FAX (802) 633 4908.  vtbruckn-
er@kingcon.com
C&C Bunnell Excavating
Excavation, Site Work, Septic
Systems, Bulldozing, Roads, Ponds
and Trucking Sand, Topsoil, Gravel &
Stone Deliveries. Calvin Bunnell,
Joe’s Brook Rd., Barnet, VT 05821.
(802) 633-3413.
Calkins Rock Products, Inc.
Sale of Sand, Gravel and All Sizes of
Ledge Products. Portable Crushing.
Route 5, PO Box 82, Lyndonville, VT
05851. (802) 626-5636.
Gil’s Construction
Foundations & Floors. New Rapid
Forms. Free Estimates. Gilman
LaCourse. (802) 748-9476.
William Graves Builders 
Working throughout Caledonia
County for 29 years, serving as a
building and renovation contractor for
residences, barns, businesses and pub-
lic facilities. We also offer project
management services. We appreciate
your calls and interest. PO Box 128,
329 Cloud Brook Road, Barnet, VT
05821.  (802) 633-2579  FAX (802) 633-
4631. gravesbuild@kingcon.com
Mark Greaves, Builder
New construction and remodeling
including Custom Houses start to fin-
ish. 335 Red Barn Road, Danville, VT
05828. (802) 748-9659.
Laferriere Construction, Inc.
New construction, remodeling, cus-
tom work, residential & commercial.
Dennis Laferriere,  525 Wightman Rd,
Danville, VT 05828.  (802) 684-3606.
FAX (802) 684-3628.
Dave Legendre and Sons
Builders, Inc.
49 years of quality craftsmanship. If it
pertains to building, we do it from
design to finished product with your
needs in mind. Certified Pella
Contractor. Residential &
Commercial. St. Johnsbury, VT
05819. (802) 748-4068.
Old Red Masonry 
John Ellery.  Fireplaces, masonry
heaters, chimneys, patios, landscap-
ing, light excavation.  Free estimates,
fully insured. (802) 633-2336. oldred-
store@gmail.com

Ross C. Page Foundations
Concrete foundations & slabs.
Residential, Agricultural &
Commercial. Ross C. Page, 368
Thaddeus Stevens Road, Peacham,
VT 05862. (802) 592-3382.
FAX (802) 592-3382.
Ruggles Roofing
We offer steel roofing in 23 colors
custom made to 40 ft. long to elimi-
nate seems in your roof. Many colors
and designs available with our shin-
gles also. And for low slope roofs our
high performance rubber is cost effi-
cient. Residential and Commercial.
(802) 467-1189.
VT Home Specialties, Inc.
Builder / Dealer of Real Log Homes
& Timber Peg Post & Beam. In busi-
ness since 1987. Rt. 2, West Danville,
VT. Call (802) 684-1024
www.vthomespecialties.com
Michael K. Walsh & Son, 
Builders
Custom new construction: Houses,
decks, remodeling, renovations,
restorations, additions, finish work,
wallpapering.  High quality workman-
ship for over 30 years. Solid reputa-
tion. 349 Calkins Camp Rd., Danville,
VT 05828. (802) 684-3977.

Counseling
Deborah Goldberg, M.Ed.
Licensed Psychologist-Master. Private
psychology practice working with
school-age children, teens and adults,
including but not limited to: stress
management and relaxation, depres-
sion, anxiety, trauma, self-esteem
issues and people coping with chronic
conditions such as fibromyalgia and
cancer. Most insurances accepted.
(802) 748-3711.

Custom Sawing
On-Site Lumbermill Work
I will come to your land and cut your
logs with my Wood-Mizer portable
sawmill. Less sawdust, more lumber!
Jeff Hale, Ryegate, VT.
(802) 584-3972.

Custom Work
Michael J. Southworth & Sons
Light Trucking, Landscaping, Lawn
Care, Bush Hogging, Rototilling,
Snowplowing, Bark Mulch and
Driveways. 324 Cahoon Farm Road,
West Danville, VT 05873. (802) 563-
2162 or (pager) (802)742-3362.

Dentists
Ronald E. Ducham, D.D.S. 
Family dentistry. 501 Portland St., St.
Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-
4727. New patients welcome.
Hawkins Dental Group
Hubert Hawkins, DDS. Complete
Family Dentistry. New patients wel-
comed. 1350 Main Street,  St.
Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-
2325. (800) 870-4963.
Peter M. Ollman, D.M.D. 
Dentist for infants & children. 576
Railroad St., St. Johnsbury, VT 05819.
(802) 748-8701.
Stuart V. Corso, D.M.D.
General and family dentistry. 31
Mountain View Drive, Danville, VT
05828. (802) 684-1133.

Dowsing
American Society of Dowsers
Contact us for information about
dowsing, events and dowsers avail-
able to help with your search. (802)
684-3417. Call our bookstore for
books, tools and a free catalogue.
(802) 748-8565. www.dowsers.org

Electrical Service
CG Electric
Serving the Northeast Kingdom. Your
full service electrical contractor pro-
viding you with a certified workforce.
Commercial and Residential.
Established 1995. Charlie Gilman, PO
Box 195, Danville, VT 05828. cgelec-
tric@msn.com (802) 684-9700.
Matt Pettigrew Electric
New homes (conventional frame,
post & beam or log) renovations or
service upgrade (aerial or under-
ground). Heating system controls,
generator installations and all other
phases of electrical work in a pro-
fessional manner. Licensed in VT &

NH. Danville, VT. (802) 751-8201.
Nudd Electric
Serving the Walden and Danville area
since 1964. Fully insured and
Licensed in VT & NH. Jim Nudd,
Walden, VT. (802) 533-2980.

Electronics Sales &
Service

Byrne Electronic 
Service Center

New & Used Television, VCR and
other consumer electronic sales.
Factory authorized service center for
several brands. Professional repair
service on all TV’s, VCR’s, Stereos
and pro audio equipment. 159 Eastern
Ave., St. Johnsbury, VT 05819.
(802) 748-2111.

Excavation
Andre Excavation
All phases of excavation including
septic systems, site work, demolition,
drainage and ponds. 25-years experi-
ence. Free estimates. Prompt service.
Call Denis Jacques at
(802) 563-2947.
Compact Excavation Services
Including stumps, trenches, drainage,
crushed stone driveways, york raking,
small building demolition, small foun-
dations, tree length brush removed,
rock retaining walls built, excavator
(with thumb) picks up most anything.
Also trucking and trailer to 10,000
pounds and 30’ long. Matt Pettigrew,
Danville, VT. (802) 751-8201.

Fencing
All Types of Fencing
Commercial, Agricultural and
Residential. Chain Link, High Tensile,
Barbed Wire, Woven Wire and
Ornamental. Gordon Goss. (802) 633-
2822. Cell (802) 777-0919. Fax (802)
633-3405. gossmaple@kingcon.com

Flooring
Carpet Connection
The flooring specialists. All your
flooring needs. Largest selection in
the State. Depot Street, Lyndonville,
VT 05851. (802) 626-9026 or
(800) 822-9026.
Country Floors    
Complete Flooring Sales &
Installation. Carpeting, Vinyl,
Hardwood, Ceramic Tile, Area Rugs.
Stanley H. & Joanne C. Martin,
Hollister Hill Road, Plainfield, VT
05667. (802) 454-7301.

Florists
All About Flowers 
by Lallie and Sandy

All occasion florist featuring fine silk
flowers, unique dried designs and the
freshest flowers in town. Wedding and
funeral arrangements for all budgets.
Customized gift and food baskets
available. 10% senior discount not
applicable with other discounts. 196
Eastern Avenue, St. Johnsbury, VT
05819. (802) 748-5656 or (800) 499-
6565.
Artistic Gardens
Florist & Greenhouse. Unique floral
arrangements for weddings and all
occasions. Specializing in sympathy
arrangements for funerals, fresh flow-
ers, gourmet fruit baskets and bal-
loons. FTD & Teleflora. Memorial
Drive, St. Johnsbury Center.
(802) 748-5646.

Forestry
McMath Forestry
Complete Ecological Forestland
Management Services. David
McMath, Forester, 4875 Noyestar
Road, East Hardwick, VT 05836.
(802) 533-2970. Toll Free: (866) 462-
6284. www.mctree.com
Everts Forest Management
Timber Inventories & Appraisals.
Timber Sales. Tax Assistance. Forest
Management Plans. NH License No.
207. Peter Everts, 278 Cloudy Pasture
Lane, West Barnet, VT 05821.
(802) 592-3088.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Business Identification at a Reasonable Price   $75.00/ year   Price Includes Free Subscription
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Furniture Restoration
Chair Care and Klappert
Furniture Restoration
Authentic restoration of old finishes
and techniques for antique & fine fur-
niture. Specializing in chair repair &
all seat replacement. 90 5th Avenue,
St. Johnsbury, VT.  05819-2672. (802)
748-0077.

Guitar Lessons
Kevin Scott Hockman
Acoustic or Electric; Beginner to
Advanced; All Styles; All Ages. Call
(802) 684-3431 for details.

Hair Care
Country Styles Family Hair Care
Janet L. Carson. Located at the K.P.
Hall on the top of Hill Street,
Danville, VT 05828.  Follow the
handicapped accessible ramp. Home
service available to shut-ins.
(802) 684-2152. 

Health Care Providers
Danville Health Center   
General Health Services for all ages.
Open M-F. Mariel Hess, N.P.; Tim
Tanner, M.D.; and Sharon Fine, M.D.
26 Cedar Lane, Danville, VT 05828.
(802) 684-2275. (800) 489-2275
(VT).
Concord Health Center
General Health Services for all ages.
Open M-F. Sarah Berrian, M.D.;
Mary Ready, M.D.; Susan Taney,
N.P.; Jeniane R. Langmaid, PA-C and
Donna Ransmeier. 201 E. Main Street,
Concord, VT. (802) 695-2512.

Hardwick Chiropractic
BioGeometric Integration is gentle,
effective chiropractic that allows your
system to heal and to become increas-
ingly adept at correcting itself. Dr.
Grace Johnstone and Dr. Rick
Eschholz. (802) 472-3033.
Linda Sayers, Reiki Master 

Reiki is an ancient, hands-on healing
art, which supports the body’s ability
to heal itself. Reiki promotes deep
relaxation and helps release physical
and emotional blockages.   Linda
Sayers, Reiki Master Teacher and
Lightwork Practitioner. 63 Norway
Road, Greensboro Bend, VT 05842.
(802) 533-2378. 

Lyndonville Family
Chiropractic

Contributing to the health of the com-
munity for over 17 years. Offering a
holistic approach to healthcare utiliz-
ing chiropractic, acupuncture, nutri-
tion and massage therapy. Karson
Clark, D.C.; Stacey Clark, D.C. 11
Hill Street, Lyndonville, VT 05851.
(802) 626-5866.
Dan Wyand, PT & Associates
Rehabilitation of Sports Injuries,
Orthopedics and Neuromuscular
Disorders. Sherman Dr., P.O. Box 68,
St. Johnsbury,VT 05819. (802) 748-
3722/1982. Lyndon,VT.
(802) 745-1106.

Thousand Hands 
Massage Therapy

Laurajean “LJ” Stewart, Licensed
Massage Therapist, 60 Monument
Circle, PO Box 129, Barnet, VT
05821. Located at the Barnet
Tradepost. (802) 633-2700.
samuraihini@hotmail.com.

Hearing Service
Armstrong’s 

Better Hearing Service
STARKEY and WIDEX-Senso-
Digital Custom Hearing Aids. Free
hearing screenings, batteries, acces-
sories, all-make repairs. Isabelle
Armstrong, Sandra Day & Louise
Toll; Consultants and Licensed
Hearing Aid Dispensers. 198 Eastern
Ave., St. Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802)
748-4852. (800) 838-4327.

Historic Preservation
S. A. Fishburn, Inc.
Historic preservation and design fea-
turing custom cabinetry and wood and
plaster restoration. (802) 684-2524.
fish@kingcon.com

Insurance
Sawyer & Ritchie Agency
Complete insurance service for your
Home, Farm, Automobile or Business.

Danville, VT 05828. (802) 684-3411.
(800) 734-2203 (VT). 
Berwick Agency, Inc.
Providing insurance for home, farm,
automobile and business. Est. in 1955.
Licensed in NH & VT.  Jeff Berwick.
Located at 185 Church Street,
Peacham. Mail: PO Box 272,
Peacham, VT 05862. (802) 592-3234
or (802) 592-3956.

Investments
Investment Watch

Portfolio analysis and strategy; tax
assistance. Rachel Siegel, CFA.
(802) 633-3977. rsiegel@together.net

Jewlery
On the Hill - Kennedy’s
Full Service. Buy & Sell, New &
Used. Jewelry repairs on site. Watch
repairs available. Sell or trade your
old gold and jewelry for something
new. Daily 9-5. Saturday until noon.
1244 Main Street, St. Johnsbury, VT.
(802) 748-4367 or (800) 407-4367.

Lawn Care & Landscaping
LND Landscaping

Excavating - Hauling - Brush hog -
Tilling - Driveways - Lawnmowing -
Walkways - Stonewalls - Steps -
Fencing - Cleanup - Planting - Snow
Plowing - Sanding and More. Tim or
Dave, Barre and Wolcott. (802) 479-
0029

PH Lawn Care & 
Landscaping

Lawn mowing, seed & mulch, bush
hogging, retaining walls, shrubbery,
sweeping, split-rail fence, lawn
installation, light trucking. Jeff
Cleveland, 765 Mitchell Drive,
Lyndonville, VT 05851.
(802) 626-0933 or 535-7069.

Maple Syrup
Sugar Ridge Farm
Pure Maple Syrup & Maple Products.
“Vermont Seal of Quality.” Available
by mail. MC & Visa accepted. Free
brochure. Stephen & Diane Jones, 566
Stannard Mt. Rd., Danville, VT
05828. (800) 748-0892.
Rowell Sugarhouse
Visit a real sugarhouse. Open year
round. See our sugaring equipment.
Maple products, gifts, country crafts,
VT shirts, woodenware, baskets,
honey, souvenirs and more. We will
ship your order. MC/ Visa/DS. Rt. 15,
Walden, VT 05873. (802) 563-2756.
Gadapee Family Sugarhouse
Pure VT Maple Syrup in a variety of
containers from gallon to 1.7 oz. nips.
Plastic jugs or glass. Maple cream,
candy, sugar and maple jelly to order.
We have the “Vermont Seal of
Quality” and we ship.  718 Calkins
Camp Rd., Danville, VT 05828.
(802) 684-3323.
gadmaple@together.net
Broadview Farm Maple
Pure VT Maple Syrup available in
Grade A Fancy, Medium Amber, Dark
Amber and Grade B.  “Vermont Seal
of Quality.” Maple Cream, Maple
Candy and Maple Sugar are available.
We ship via UPS or Parcel Post. Joe
Newell,  442 York Street, Lyndonville,
VT 05851. (802) 626-8396.
joe@newells.net
Goodrich’s Maple Farm
Award-winning Maple Syrup &
Products. Retail, Wholesale and Mail
Order. Custom tubing installation &
consultation. 2427 US 2, Cabot, VT
05647.  (802) 426-3388.
www.goodrichmaplefarm.com
Cabot Hills Maple 
Vermont Certified Organic. Fancy,
Medium, Dark Amber and Grade B
Vermont syrup, maple nuts and gra-
nola. Shipping available. VISA/MC
accepted. Marcia Maynard & Family.
Thistle Hill Road, PO Box 68, Cabot,
VT 05647. (802) 426-3463.
syrup@cabothillsmaple.com

Meat
Lewis Creek Jerseys
Badger Brook Meats
Vince Foy & Deb Yonker. Retailing
Certified Organic Angus Beef and
Lamb by the Cut in any Quantity.
North Danville, VT 05828.
(802)748-8461.

Movers
Little Mover
Local, Regional and Contract
Trucking since 1967. KAP Enterprises
LLC, 838 Keyser Hill Road, St.
Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-9112
or cell (802) 793-7986. 

Music Studio
Vermont Sky Digital Audio
16-Track Professional Recording
Studio for Singers, Songwriters,
Students and Bands.  Advertising
Jingles; Creative Consulting and
Guitar Classes. Barnet, VT 05821.
(802) 633-2523.

Old Barns
The Barn People
Since 1974 Vintage Vermont barns
purchased, dismantled, restored  &
reassembled elsewhere. Great for
homes, additions, Great Rooms, stu-
dios, backyard offices and oddly
enough …barns. Ken Epworth, 2218
US RT 5 N, Windsor, VT 05089.
(802) 674-5898. barnman@sover.net

Opticians
Optical Expressions
Your Family Eye-Care Center. Eye
Exams, Contact Lenses and
Consultation  for Laser-Eye Surgery.
Green Mountain Mall, St. Johnsbury
Center, VT (802) 748-3536 or Berlin
Mall, Berlin, VT. (802) 223-2090.

Pet Care
North Danville Pet Hotel
“It’s not just a kennel. It’s a camp.”
Boarding and grooming both cats and
dogs. 1319 North Danville Road,
Danville, VT 05828. Rusty & Laurie
Speicher, proprietors.
(802) 748-5810.

Property Maintenance
Davis Hill Property and 

Personal Services  
Outdoor property maintenance and
personal assistant services.  Helping
you out at home, at the office or man-
aging your day. Affordable hourly or
seasonal rates. No requests too big or
too small. Over 30 years of old-fash-
ioned service Michael Johnson. (802)
888-8416 or (252) 305-6420.
mjsnowman@pshift.com

Real Estate
Coldwell Banker 
All Seasons Realty

Brent Shafer CBR - Realtor Broker-
in-Charge. 3 office locations to serve
the entire Northeast Kingdom with 18
full time salespeople. Lakefront,
Residential and Acreage. PO Box
1166, Lyndonville, VT 05851. (802)
626-4343. Allseaslyn@togeher.net
Harold Dresser, Realtor
Reynolds Real Estate, Inc.
791 Broad Street, Lyndonville, VT
05851. (802) 626-9357 office.   (802)
626-5302 home. Multiple Listing
Service. www.reynoldsre.com
reynoldsre@charterinternet.com
Peter D. Watson Agency, Inc.
Country, period and vacation homes;
land and timber tracts, farms and busi-
nesses. Free market analysis.
Greensboro: (802) 533-7077.
Hardwick: (802) 472-3338. East
Burke: (802) 467-3939.
www.northernvtrealestate.com
Century 21 
Quatrini Real Estate
Susan S. Quatrini, GRI, Broker-
Owner. 1111 Main Street. St.
Johnsbury, VT 05819. (802) 748-9543
or (802) 748-3873.
c21qre@sover.net
David A. Lussier Real Estate
Farms, Acreage, Homes and
Investment Properties. 540 Main
Street,  PO Box 872, Lyndonville, VT
05851.  (802) 626-9541 or (802) 626-
8482. Lussier@kingcon.com
Sara Heft, REALTOR
Century 21 Quatrini Real Estate, 1111
Main Street, St Johnsbury, VT 05819.
(802) 748-9543 or (802) 684-1095.
saraheft@mac.com Danville resident
able to help with all your real estate
needs.

Robin Jacobs, Broker
Begin Realty
Vacation homes, land, residential
property. Caledonia County and
beyond. Start your search here.
Representing buyers and sellers in
today’s busy market. Route 2, PO Box
68, Danville, VT 05828. (802) 684-
1127. rjacobs@beginrealty.com
Barbara Machell, Realtor
Begin Realty Associates   
On the Green in Danville. Long time
resident of Danville, specializing in
Residential property, Vacation homes,
Land and Farms.  (802) 684-1127.
bmachell@beginrealty.com

Schools
The Riverside School
Celebrating 25 Years
· enthusiastic students
· dedicated faculty
· high academic standards
· Latin, Greek, and French
· fine and performing arts
· involved parents
· grades 2-8~small class size
VT Approved Independent School 30
Lily Pond Road, Lyndonville, VT
www.trsweb.org
(802) 626-8552

The Stevens School
Grades 5-8. Experts in middle-level
education offering rigorous, prepara-
tory curriculum aligned with
Advanced Placement science, English,
math courses in high school. Excellent
writing program. Fully integrated arts,
music, social studies, English.
Transportation and financial aid
offered.  (802) 592-3194.
www.thestevensschool.com           

Screenprinting
Vermont Silkscreen Express
Specializing in custom transfers and
silk-screening on T-Shirts,
Sweatshirts, Hats, Bags, Mousepads
and more. We also make color copies.
37 Depot Street, Lyndonville VT
05851. Tues.-Fri. 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
(802) 626-3568.

Septic Service
B&B Septic Service
Full Septic Service and Cleaning.
Residential and Commercial. Power
Rooter Line Cleaning. Camera Line
Inspection. Pressure Washing. Call
Bob Briggs. (802) 748-9858, (888)
748-9858 or (800) 870-0428.
24-hour service. 

Ski Equipment
Power Play Sports
Ski and Snowboard Lease
Headquarters. Leases starting at $99.
New and used Skis, Skates and
Hockey Equipment. Skate sharpening,
Ski and Snowboard tuning. Open 7
days. Power Play Sports. Downtown
Morrisville. (802) 888-6557.

Small Engine Repair
Harry’s Repair Shop
Snowmobiles, Snowblowers,
Motorcycles, Lawntractors, ATV’s
and Rototillers. Harry Gammell
VT RT 15, Walden, VT 05873.
(802) 563-2288.

Tent Rentals
Canopy Tent Rentals
Tents for all occassions. 10’X20’,
20’X20’, 20’X30’ and 20’X40’.
Carrier’s Canopy Connection.
Windswept Drive, Danville.
(802) 684-3872.

Tires
Berry Tire Co., Inc.
New tire sales and automotive repair.
Lloyd Morse and Everett Berry, 1545
Red Village Road, Lyndonville, VT
05851. (802) 626-9326.
Goss Tire Company 
Your Firestone Dealer
Specializing in brakes, front-end
work, exhaust and NOKIA tires. RT 5
in St. Johnsbury and RT 5 and 100
Jct. in Morrisville, VT.
(802) 748-3171. (800) 427-3171.

Tree Service
Bedor’s Tree Service

Professional, quality service. Fully
insured. Member NAA. Offering all
types of tree care. “Spotless Clean-
up.” Call now to schedule your free
estimate. (802) 748-1605 or (800)
493-6945.
Burt’s Tree Service 
Pruning, Cabling, Tree & Limb
Removal. Free estimates. Fully
insured. Serving the Northeast
Kingdom and beyond. Member NAA
& ISA. John A. Burt, 25 Garland Hill,
Barnet, VT 05821. (802) 633-3822 or
(800) 633-3823.
john@burtstreeservice.com
www.burtstreeservice.com  

Upholstery
Zane & JoAnn Reed 
Custom Upholstery

Craftsmen in working with fine furni-
ture and antiques. Everything restored
from the frame out using your fabric
or ours. Serving the area since 1976.
1896 North Danville Road, St.
Johnsbury, VT 05819.
(802) 748-4819.

Vacuum Cleaners
North Country Vac & Sew
home of Defender Vacuums made
locally. Sebo, Panasonic, Koblenz,
Sanyo, Eureka, Sanitaire, ProTeam,
C.V.  Service & parts all makes
including Kirby, Electrolux, Rainbow.
Sewing machines & sergers Bernina,
Riccar, Simplicity, Yamata. 442
Portland St. (next to Sherwin-
Williams Paint), St. Johnsbury, VT
05819. (802) 748-9190.

Veterinarians
Danville Animal Hospital 
Small animals. Office hours by
appointment. Stanley J. Pekala, DVM
and Lisa Whitney, DVM. Route 2,
Danville, VT 05828. (802) 684-2284.
Northern Equine Veterinary
Services
Steve B. Levine. Practice limited to
horses. Saturday appointments avail-
able. (802) 684-9977.
254 RT 2, Danville, VT 05828.
www.northernequine.com 
Companion Animal Care 
Small animal medicine & surgery.
Bob Hicks, DVM. 54 Western Ave.,
St. Johnsbury, VT. (802) 748-2855. 

Volunteers
R.S.V.P.
Do you have some free time? Do you
want to help an organization in the
Northeast Kingdom as a volunteer?
For information call the Retired and
Senior Volunteer Program and the
Volunteer Center at (802) 626-5135 or
(802) 334-7047.

Water Systems
H.A. Manosh Corporation
Well Drilling & Hydrofracturing,
Water Systems & Treatment, 24-hour
Plumbing, Video Well Inspections,
Water Fountains.  Morrisville, VT
05661. (802) 888-5722 or (800) 544-
7666. www.manosh.com

Green Mountain 
Groundwater Services

Got Water Problems? Well and Spring
inspections, Water yield analysis. 21
years of experience with water sup-
plies. Jim Ashley. (802) 684-3491.

Welding
Walbridge Welding
Repairs and new fabrication of steel,
stainless steel and aluminum. Located
under Portland St. Bridge in St.
Johnsbury or with portable equipment
at your location. Dale Walbridge. W
(802) 748-2901; H (802) 584-4088. 
Bob’s Welding
General Fabrication and Repair. Stop
by and be surprised. Lyndonville, VT.
(802) 626-5502.

Windows
Mayo’s Glass Service, Inc.
Windows, Doors and Awnings - new
and replacements. Residential and
Commercial. 744 Portland Street, St.
Johnsbury, VT. (802) 748-8895. 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Business Identification at a Reasonable Price   $75.00/ year   Price Includes Free Subscription
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August Meal Schedule

August 1 - Cheeseburger on a
Roll with Lettuce and Tomato,
Potato Salad, Cream of
Broccoli Soup with Saltines,
Carrots, Watermelon.
August 3 - Linguini with
White Clam or Alfredo Sauce,
Garlic Bread, California
Vegetables,  Oranges, Cake.
Library Day.
August 8 - Grilled Chicken
Breast, Zucchini Bake, Pasta
Salad with Red Peppers and
Broccoli, Fruit.
August 10 - Stromboli with
Pepperoni, Salami, Vegetables
and Cheese, Coleslaw with
Pineapple, Oatmeal Cookies
with Ice Cream.
August 15 - Shepherd’s Pie,
Zucchini Bread, Tossed Salad
with Homemade Croutons,
Orange Slices. 
August 17 - Spaghetti with
Meatballs, Garlic Bread,
Spinach Salad with Mandarin
Oranges, Orange Juice.
Library Day.
August 22 - Roast Turkey
Breast, Baked Potatoes,
California Vegetables,
Blueberry Scones, Cranberry
Sauce, Oatmeal Cookies,
Tomato Juice.
August 25 - Macaroni and
Cheese, Ham, Peas and
Carrots, Homemade Rolls,
Melon, Chocolate Cake.
August 29 - Italian Grinders
with Lettuce and Tomato,
Pasta Salad with Red Peppers
and Broccoli, Orange Juice,
Apple Crisp.
August 31 - Guest Chef Toby
Balivet: Salmon Filet with
Lemon Ginger Butter, Basmati
Rice, Summer Squash Gratin,
Green Beans, Cherry Cobbler.
Library Day.

Meals at Danville Methodist
Church.All meals served with
a beverage, homemade breads
and desserts. Reservations are
appreciated by calling (802)
684-3903 before 9:30 a.m. on
day of the meal. A donation of
$3.50 for guests 60+ (Others
$4.50) is appreciated.

Danville
Senior Action

Center

www.allseasonre.com

447700  BBrrooaadd  SSttrreeeett
LLyynnddoonnvviillllee,,  VVTT

((880022))  662266--44334433
FFaaxx::  ((880022))  662266--33770000
eemmaaiill::aallllsseeaassllyynn@@ttooggeetthheerr..nneett

#6490  Orleans
3 Unit apartment house. 1, 2 and 3
bedroom units. Tenants pay own
utilities. Could be owner-occupied.
Live for free with a nice village
location. Offered at $149,900

#6250   Lyndonville
Horse Farm or Unique home, it’s
your choice! A lovely exposed
beam 7-room home built into a well
cared for barn with a views of
Willoughby Gap and your own 26+-
gently rolling acres. Close to
Lyndonville yet you can sit on the
deck and see for miles and miles. 5 large garage bays in 3
bldgs., 12 horse stall, calf pens, tackroom, animal wash area,
high-drive hay storage & several outbuildings. 

Asking price is $229,900

#6124   Barnet 
Commercial Building for sale. Start
your own business from this
2,500+ sq. ft. building located very
close to Harvey's Lake. The 
building has a great storefront,
ground floor space that could be
used for almost any type of 
business.  Included is a spacious nine room apartment upstairs
with a private backyard, sunporch and deck.  Live upstairs and
run your business downstairs. Much equipment, including 
coolers and full deli set up included in the price.  Call for a
showing or more details. Being offered at $158,000

ML#275852 This nearly new, energy-efficient home
is only a short drive from downtown St. Johnsbury. It
features a large living room with cathedral ceiling, a
big kitchen with red birch cabinets, tile floor, Maytag
appliances and a spacious dining room. There are 
4 bedrooms, 2¾ baths, an elegant open staircase, a
laundry room, a partly finished rumpus room in the
walk-out basement and a 2-car garage under. On a
3-acre corner lot this is convenient to St. Johnsbury
or Danville. $269,000

75 MT. PLEASANT ST.
ST. JOHNSBURY, VT 05819
802-748-8169 � 802-748-8855

971 BROAD STREET
LYNDONVILLE, VT 05851

802-626-8333 � 802-626-9342

www.parkwayrealtyassociates.com 

FORFOR SALE  SALE  
BYBY OWNEROWNER
Danville - Country

contemporary with
many features of a
custom built home.
Large country kitchen
opens to a deck with
views of White Mountains.  Passive-solar living room is accented
by a fieldstone fireplace and antique barn beams.
Includes 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, full open basement, 2-car
attached garage, plus 2-car detached garage with stu-
dio/workshop, on 3 landscaped acres.

Call (802) 748-5044                     New price $319,000

thousandths of an inch between
those parts, he’s got about 3 feet.
Well, maybe a quarter of an inch.
Those pieces slapping together are
causing the ticking noise.

RAY: The car is running on
about five and a half cylinders. On
some cars, this ticking will go
away after a few min utes. That
means it’s not that bad yet. So
maybe after he drops you off at
the bus stop, he keeps driving, and
the ticking stops. But if not, it
requires a pretty serious repair,
and it’s not some thing you’re
going to be able to do for him.

TOM: My advice would be:
Don’t worry about it. Continue to
check his oil once a week, and top
it off when necessary. That’s a
nice thing to do in exchange for
the ride you get every day. And
give him a case of Gunk Oil
Treatment for the holidays. That
might quiet it down some. And in
the mean time, save up for a pair
of in-line skates. 

Minivan Suggestions
Dear Tom and Ray:

I am beginning to look for a
new minivan. I currently drive a
1999 Jeep Cherokee Sport, which
I love, but I need something big-
ger. I like having four-wheel drive,
since I often travel in lousy weath-
er or through muddy fields at dog
events. Should I get a van with
all-wheel drive? Someone told me
all-wheel drive on a minivan real-
ly doesn’t matter because the body
sits low on the wheelbase (unlike
SUVs, which sit high), and a van
with front-wheel drive is all I real-
ly need. What do you think? Also,
do you have a recommendation
for a minivan?              Jody

RAY:Well, the Toyota Sienna,
is the only all-wheel-drive mini-
van on the market.

TOM: It also happens to be a
very nice one, so you can’t go
wrong with a Sienna.

RAY: But when you see the

sticker price (the all-wheel-drive
version starts around 33 grand),
you might want to have a few
other options.

TOM: One might be a front-
wheel-drive minivan. In moderate-
ly bad weather, minivans do well,
as your friend suggests. They’re
heavy and  the engine is right over
the front wheels, and they have
enough ground clearance to get
through modest snow with no
problem. So if bad weath er is an
occasional problem for you, front-
wheel drive might be enough.
Especially if you invest in four
good snow tires.

RAY: But if you HAVE TO
drive in unplowed snow, or, as
you say, onto muddy fields, then
you do need all-wheel drive. And,
a good backup might be some-
thing like a Ford Freestyle.

TOM: That’s sort of the Barry
Bonds of station wagons, with
optional all-wheel drive. It seats

six or, with the seats folded down,
carries a boatload of cargo. It
starts at about five grand less than
an all-wheel-drive Sienna and gets
slightly better mileage. Put that on
your list, too, Jody.

Car Sounds Like a Clock

Dear Tom and Ray:
I am writing about my neigh-

bor’s car. I think it’s about to
break down. Normally I wouldn’t
care, but I don’t have a car, and
my neighbor gives me a ride to
the bus stop every morning. I
don’t want to walk four miles
every day at 6 a.m. Anyway, the
car is making a loud ticking noise.
It seems to be coming from the
top of the engine. It’s an
Oldsmobile station wagon, a
1990-something, with a V-6
engine, front-wheel drive and an
automatic transmission. There is
no “Check Engine” light on, but I
looked at the oil level and found it
almost bone-dry. I filled the oil,
and that’s been fine, but the noise
never went away. What could be
the problem, and what can I do (or
get my neighbor to do) about it?
Thanks for any  advice.        Kai

TOM:You want useful
advice? Move closer to work, Kai.

RAY: It sounds like a col-

lapsed lifter or a worn-out cam-
shaft lobe. There’s not much
you’re going to be able to do
about either of those things at this
point.

TOM: Here’s how it works.
When the engine is running, the
cam shaft spins. Each time a high
point or cam lobe, comes around,
it pushes on a hydraulic lifter.
That, in turn, pushes on something
called a push rod. The push rod
hits the bottom of a rocker, which
is like a seesaw. When the other
end of the rocker gets pushed
down against the valve stem, the
valve opens. That lets air and
gasoline into the cylin der, which
keeps the car running.

RAY:You might ask, how do
all of these pieces stay in perfect
adjustment through the years?
Good question! The answer is that
the hydraulic lifters adjust auto-
matically.

TOM: Hydraulic lifters con-
stantly get filled with oil from the
oil pump, and that allows them to
expand to take up slack created as
the other parts wear out.

RAY: So, either one of your
neigh bor’s lifters is no longer
holding oil or, more likely, a lobe
on the cam shaft has been worn
down to a nub.

TOM: So instead of a few

Clliicckk  &&  CCllaacckk TTaallkk  CCaarrss

R
REYNOLDS Real Estate, Inc.

Large lot with pond, well and septic. Views and mar-
ketable timber. Close to VAST. Great hunting and fishing
170 acres. Offered for $250,000

791 Broad Street � Lyndonville, VT 05851
(802) 626-9357 � Fax (802) 626-6913

www.reynoldsre.com
Email: reynolds@charterinternet.com



August 2006 Menu

August 2 - Cheeseburger Pie,
Mashed Potatoes, Green
Beans, Assorted Breads,
Orange Jell-O with Pineapple.
August 4 - Buffet.
August 9 - Hot Turkey
Sandwich, Mashed Potatoes,
Cole Slaw, Jell-O.
August 11 - Baked Chicken,
Mashed Potatoes, Cranberry
Jelly, Mixed Vegetables,
Assorted Breads, Fresh Fruit
Cup.
August 16 - Meat Loaf,
Mashed Potatoes, Fresh
Carrots, Assorted Breads,
Peaches with Cream.
August 18 - Broccoli and
Ham Quiche, Fresh Fruit
Cup, Assorted Breads, Cake
with Frosting.
August 23 - Potato Salad,
Sliced Ham, Sauerkraut
Salad, Dark Breads, Pudding
with Topping.
August 25 - Chop Suey,
Tossed Salad, Italian Bread,
Watermelon.
August 30 - Hot Hamburger
Sandwich, Mashed Potatoes,
Copper Penny Salad, Ice
Cream.

Meals served at West Barnet
Church. All meals served
with a beverage. Reservations
not required. Suggested dona-
tion of $3 per meal is appreci-
ated. Phone (802) 633-4068. 
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West Barnet
Senior Action

Center
BEGIN REALTY ASSOCIATES               BEGIN REALTY ASSOCIATES  

BEGIN REALTY ASSOCIATES               BEGIN REALTY ASSOCIATES  

There's plenty of room for everyone in this warm and inviting
home in the heart of Danville village.  The 450 sq. ft. family room
with slate entry and ample storage invites easy living, while the
spacious foyer with open staircase suggests formal entertaining.
The large, sunny kitchen with gleaming hardwood floors will wel-
come the whole family at the end of the day.  There are 4 bed-
rooms, 2 1/2 baths, a den or office, and huge closets throughout. 
ML#2602673                                               Offered at $225,000

Nearly 100% freedom from oil and electric bills in this "off the
gird" home in Danville.  Surrounded by 92+ acres of open and
wooded land with lots of town road frontage this 2-bedroom, 2-bath
home is "solar powered" with wood and propane backup - a very
unique property for the truly independent person.
ML#2601484 $279,000

There’s nothing like a new home! This house will have 2 bedrooms
and a walk-out basement. Well constructed with many Energy Star
rated features such as condensing LP gas fired boiler with multi-
zone radiant hot water heat and compact fluorescent high efficiency
lighting, urethane foam walls and fiberglass ceiling for Energy Star
Rating and Low-e thermopane glass windows. Beat the high fuel
prices when you own this new home! The lot is near Joe’s Pond in
West Danville, VT. ML#275809 $249,000

Summertime is here and this is a great spot to bring the family for
all kinds of fun. Furnished camp is ready for the crew and the
docks await the boat or happy swimmers. With a deck big enough
for a party and 89 feet of frontage this is a place to make memo-
ries.                                                            Offered at $350,000

Start your
search here.

P.O. Box 68, Main St.
Danville, VT 05828
(802) 684-1127

309 Portland St., St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
(802) 748-2045

Providing Professional and Courteous Service
www.beginrealty.com

BETS PARKER ALBRIGHT

When you set out to write
your autobiography, you really
have to start at the beginning.
While we are all present at the
time, clearly we all must rely on
outside information about the
birth and the circumstances sur-
rounding it. I’ve decided to share
some pieces of it here, both
because I arrived in this particu-
lar part of the world and because
my arrival was somewhat unusu-
al.

One’s mother is generally the
best source of detailed informa-
tion, and while my mother and I
were never really close, I am
grateful to her for providing a
rather interesting start to my life
on the planet.

Grace Holden had produced
my brother two years before my
birth, at a dreary hospital in
Boston Cesarean section.  She
was determined that my birth,
planned by her as the arrival of
Jonathan Wilcox Holden, would
be a much pleasanter experience.

Grace and Raymond Holden
had just moved into the charming
summer home that Grace and an
architect friend designed.  The
large house was built on a lovely
slope facing the Franconia range
of the White Mountains.  My
father discovered the spot while
vacationing on Sugar Hill with
his mother and siblings.  He
emerged from the woods while
on a walk and beheld the moun-

tain vista. The property had
belonged to Robert Frost, who
had a cottage just below and was
eager to sell a large chunk of the
property. My father approached
him about it at an opportune time
for such a sale to take place.  The
cottage below is still called “The
Frost Cottage.”  It is a tourist
spot commemorating the poet,
who was only there for a few
years - I think he was gone
before I was born.

It was hardly a sensible idea
to plan a Cesarean birth in a sum-
mer home on a hillside in New
Hampshire, but my mother usu-
ally got her way.  She arranged
for a Boston doctor to preside,
assisted by the local M. D., who,
as it happened was also needed at
another birth in the village.  He
managed to arrive at my moth-
er’s production at some point in
the proceedings, as his name is
on my birth certificate.

I am happy that I was born in
lovely Franconia and am conse-
quently a New Englander and not
a New Yorker, but I am appalled
at the expensive drama that my
mother arranged.  She could just
as well have had me in the excel-
lent hospital in Littleton.

I find it hard to visualize the
scene in the small upstairs room,
which later became my summer
bedroom: there was surely a
nurse and all the accoutrements
of an operating room.  One might
also imagine the strain that must
have been in the air between the
imported surgeon from Boston
and the harried local family doc-
tor.  In any event, all went well

with the actual birth. My mother
was not pleased that Jonathan
turned out to be Elizabeth, and
my mother’s parents, and surely
my father’s mother as well, were
disapproving of the totally
impractical, costly and potential-
ly dangerous birth arrangements.

The Franconia house, named
Part-Ridge by my mother, was
the only place in my childhood
that felt like a real home, and I
treasured the time we spent
there, away from apartments in
New York City.  My father left
when I was 2. I don’t have any
childhood memories of him and
only came to know him long
after I reached adulthood.

As a single parent, my moth-
er couldn’t afford to spend the

whole summer in Franconia.  For
several years she snatched us out
of school early and we spent late
May and part of June in the
house, until the summer tenants
arrived. Eventually, Grace had to
sell the house. I dreamed for
years after that of someday buy-
ing it back – it was my house.
That was never possible.

I have visited the house, and
the present owners are very kind
and let me show it to my friends
and family.  It is a strangely inte-
gral part of my inner thoughts
and dreams, and I have never
completely detached myself
from it. Every detail of the
house, the woods behind it and
the fields around it are indelibly
stamped somewhere inside me.

I never pick wild raspberries
without experiencing the smell
and taste of the berries that I
picked as a child in that place –
warmed by the sun, and they
were, so personally, my treas-
ures.

I am grateful that I have these
memories, and that my deep
attachment to the White
Mountains brought me eventual-
ly back to live full-time in this
part of the world.  I can see my
mountains from our Vermont
porch. I have a happy home,
which gives me all the satisfac-
tion that I felt in those long-ago
years, when I responded to
mountains and woods and fields,
knowing that I was where I
longed to be.

The Start of My Story

Photo By: Peter Albright
Bets Parker Albright tracks down the story of the curious circumstances surrounding her birth at this
hillside home in Franconia, NH.
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Daily - Northeast Kingdom
Artisans Guild, Backroom
Gallery Show, featuring new
artwork from guild members
and invited guest artists.
(802) 748-0158.

Daily - A Dream Daisy, Giant
flowers made by local artists
using Palettes of Vermont as
leaves, Tranquil Gardens,
North Troy. (802) 334-7466.

Mondays - Story Time, St.
Johnsbury Athenaeum Youth
Library,  10:30 a.m.
(802) 748-8291.

Mondays - Story Time, Pope
Library, Danville, 10 a.m.
(802) 684-2256.

Mondays - Just Parents meet with
concerns for drugs and kids,
Parent Child Center, St.
Johnsbury, 7 p.m.
(802) 748-6040.

1st & 3rd Mondays “Six
O’Clock Prompt,” Writers’
Support Group, 6 p.m. St.
Johnsbury Athenaeum.
(802) 633-2617.

2nd Monday - Cancer Support
Group, NVRH Conference
Room A, 4 p.m.
(802) 748-8116.

Last Monday -Alzheimer’s
Support Group, Caledonia
Home Health, Sherman Drive,
St. Johnsbury. 7 p.m.
(802) 748-8116.

Tuesdays - Baby & Toddler Story
Hour, Cobleigh Library,
Lyndonville. 10 a.m.
(802) 626-5475.

Tuesdays - Bridge Club for all
experience levels, Cobleigh
Library, Lyndonville, 6:30
p.m. (802) 626-5475.

Tuesdays - Cribbage
Tournaments, 6 p.m., Lake
View Grange Hall, West
Barnet. (802) 684-3386.

2nd & 4th Tuesday -
Bereavement Support Group,
Caledonia Home Health,
Sherman Drive, St. Johnsbury.
5:30 p.m. (802) 748-8116.

Wednesdays - Preschool Story
Hour, Cobleigh Library,
Lyndonville. 10 a.m.
(802) 626-5475.

Wednesdays - Read ‘n’ Stuff,

Cobleigh Library, Lyndonville.
3:30 p.m.   (802) 626-5475.

Wednesdays - Ordinary Magic.
Meditation for Life, St.
Johnsbury Shambhala
Center, 17 Eastern Avenue, 6-
7 p.m.

3rd Wednesday - Cardiac
Support Group, NVRH, 6:30
p.m. (802) 748-7401.

Thursdays - Introduction to
Computers, Cobleigh Library,
Lyndonville. 10 a.m.
(802) 626-5475.

Thursdays - Danville Town Band
Rehearsal, 7 p.m., Danville
School auditorium.
(802) 684-1180.

3rd Thursday - Caregivers
Support Group, Riverside Life
Enrichment Center, 10  a.m.
(802) 626-3900.

Fridays - Read and Weed Book
Club, Cobleigh Library,
Lyndonville. 3:30 p.m.
(802) 626-5475.

Saturday & Sunday -
Planetarium Show 1:30 p.m.,
Fairbanks Museum, St.
Johnsbury, (802) 748-2372.

Saturdays - Bridge Club for all
experience levels, Cobleigh
Library, Lyndonville, 1 p.m.
(802) 626-5475.

3rd Saturday - Breast Cancer
Support Group, Caledonia
Home Health, Sherman Drive,
St. Johnsbury, 10 a.m.
(802) 748-8116.  

Weekends - Ben’s Mill, West
Barnet, open 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
(802) 748-8180.

August 
2 Castle stories and activities for

children to grade 6, Peacham
Library. 11 a.m.
(802) 592-3216.

2 Readings in the Gallery:
Galway Kinnell, St. Johnsbury
Athenaeum. 7:30 p.m.
(802) 748-8291.

3 Astronomy, family star gazing
party, Peacham Library. 7:30
p.m. (802) 592-3216.

4 & 5 DANVILLE FAIR
5 Scrabble Club, St. Johnsbury

Athenaeum, Noon - 4 p.m.,
(802) 748-8291

5 Peacham Library Bicentennial
Campaign Celebration and
Barbecue, 11:30 a.m.
(802) 592-3217.

6 Annual Barnet Historical
Society Croquet Tournament,

McIndoe Academy Lawn,
McIndoe Falls. 1 p.m.
(802) 633-2891.

8 Nearly Full Moon Paddle,
7:30 p.m. Northwoods
Stewardship Center, East
Charleston. (802) 723-6551.

10 Book Discussion: Ernest
Hemingway, Cobleigh Library,
Lyndonville. 7 p.m.
(802) 626-5475.

10 The Haute Route in the Swiss
Alps with Jean Haigh,
Northwoods Stewardship
Center, East Charleston. 7
p.m. (802) 723-6551.

10 Astronomy, Andrew Chaikin
and the Challenge of Going to
Mars, Peacham Library, 7:30
p.m. (802) 592-3217.

10 Film discussion following 7
p.m. film at Catamount Arts,
St. Johnsbury. (802) 748-8813.

11 Sacred Circle Dance, Danville
Congregational Church, 7-9
p.m. (802) 684-3867.

12 Pancake Breakfast, Lake View
Grange Hall, West Barnet
Village. 8 - 10 a.m. 

13 Pope Library Concert on the
Green with Best of Friends,
Danville. 7 p.m.
(802) 684-2528.

13 Village Harmony Concert,
Peacham Congregational

Church. 7:30 p.m.
(802) 592-3217.

16 Bennington Battle Day
16 Castle stories and activities for

children to grade 6, Peacham
Library. 11 a.m.
(802) 592-3216.

17 Movie, Peacham Library, 1:15
p.m. (802) 592-3217.

18 Tibetan Flautist Ngawang
Khechog performs at Milarepa
Center, Barnet, 7 p.m.
(802) 633-4136.

19 Clyde River End-to-End canoe
expedition, third leg, from
West Charleston to Salem
Lake, with the Northwoods
Stewardship Center, East
Charleston. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
(802) 723-6551.

19 Awakening Kindness
Workshop, Ancient Buddhist
Wisdom for Modern Mind and
Way of Life, Milarepa Center,
Barnet, 10 a.m.
(802) 633-4136.

19 Northwoods Research: A Teen
Perspective, wildlife research
and ecosystem management
projects, Northwoods
Stewardship Center, East
Charleston. 7 p.m.
(802) 723-6551.

20 Pope Library Concert on the
Green with Cold Country

Bluegrass, Danville. 7 p.m.
(802) 684-2528.

21 Science Magic with Boston
Museum of Science, Peacham
Library, 3:30 p.m.
(802) 592-3217.

23 - 27 Caledonia County Fair
25 Fiddler on the Lake with

Roland and Gary Clark,
Gateway Center, Newport. 6
p.m. (802) 766-5363. 

25 Sacred Circle Dance, Danville
Congregational Church, 7-9
p.m. (802) 684-3867.

26 Pancake Breakfast, Lake View
Grange Hall, West Barnet
Village. 8 - 10 a.m. 

26 Westmore Town Forest and
Bog Hike with Northwoods
naturalist, Northwoods
Stewardship Center, East
Charleston. 1 - 4 p.m.
(802) 723-6551.

27 Pope Library Concert on the
Green with the Danville Town
Band, Danville. 7 p.m.
(802) 684-2528.

27 Lamplight Service at Old
North Church, Danville with
Rev. Carol Borland, former
pastor, West Danville
Methodist Church. 7:30 p.m.
(802) 748-4096.

See also the Arts Around the
Towns Calendar Page 14.

AROUND THE TOWNS

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Photo Courtesy of Merton Leonard
When the Vails lived on the hill over Lyndonville they enjoyed a wonderful view of Burke Mountain
from the pond below their mansion. According to Ruth Allard, who lived on the other side of the hill
from the site of the Vail mansion and the, now, Lyndon State College complex, this was a popular
swimming spot and a popular place after dark as well. Allard says, everything on the hill was con-
sidered to be the Vails, but the pond, the rafts and the diving platform were used by many far beyond
the circle of the Vail family and friends.  Photograph from a postcard dated August 10, 1946.

Turn off  the TV...
Turn on their minds.

Workbooks �� Flash cards �� Activity Books
Educational Toys & Games �� Free Wi Fi
Vermont Life 2007 Calendars have arrived - get yours!

WANTEDWANTED
antiques,

collectibles,
household furnishings,
contents of attics,

cellars & outbuildings

By the piece
or the whole lot.

Offering current
knowledge of values

with 35 years
of experience.

Scott & Joni Palmer

684-2265


